
AMENDMENT 
The original resolution as pro-

posed by Rev. M<20roy and 
seconded by Mr. Michael Steed, pros-
pective Parliamentary candidate for 
Truro, did not contain the demand 
for the repeal of the Special Powers 
Act. This was encored as a result 
of an amendment proposed by Mr. 
John Gray of the League of Young 
Liberals, an Oxford undergraduate. 

Members of the League of young 
Liberals £ad been supplied with 
facts about the Sfeeeial Powers 
Acts by Sfr. Sean RcNfclMfed, of the 
Connolly Association. 

- . . i 
The "Irish Domocrat'f then asked 

what about an 'election manifesto; 
if the Liberal Party proposed Wln-
troduce legislation to democratise 
Northern Ireland a id put that, into 
their election manifesto wouldthey 
consider themselves bound by that. 
' • . •(/ B(*' ^-.^fxir-' 
Very reluctantly"^te Press Officer 

said that he suppoeedit would. But 
he showed little enthusiasm 

way a leader of the Rising, he was 
exeouted by the British to repay old 
scores. 

Last year a plaque was erected on 
the house where he was born on the 
quay at Westport, Co. Mayo. 

but the tax-payer, not Jfc and L,wffl 
have to hear it. 

B. and I., however, will still main-
tain the Liverpool-Cork sorrtoe. a 
spotaman says t t o t ^ e m w even 

route. CoApeople i n aoepttad. It 
is only a matter of time before they 
close this route too, tt*jr say, and 
bring W the cargo tar Cork from 
Britain into Dublin to* down to 
Ooek by tarry. - ̂  ^.-. % • ^ 

« = p i -

part of the general trend to con-
centrate industry and services in 
Dublin to the detriment of economic 
development elsewhere lfl tBe ooun-
try, They say It will mean hundTOds 
of mare lorries trying to, cram 
through the streets of Dublin and 
ploughing up the roads at the 
country as they transport the loads 
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HOW BADLY THAT 
MONEY IS NEEDED 
A N APPEAL TO THE HARD CORE 

T H E "Irish Democrat" has kept its price down to ninepence when 
1 every mortal thing is going up in price. 

AGAINST 
STORMONT 

<Restore democracy in Belfast9 

Liberal M.P.s meet on October 16th 

T H E Liberal Party Conference has passed a resolution proposed by Rev. McElroy 
calling for the restoration of democracy in the six counties of north-eastern Ireland. 

Generally speaking w e keep 
level with the Sunday papers, 
and now we are slightly 
cheaper. 

Can we carry on like this or 
will we have to put our price 
up to a shilling ? 

That is the problem which is 
taking the hair off the heads of 
the Standing Committee. 

While we have a core of solid 
readers who know what we are do-
ing, there is no doubt that we 
would lose some of the others by 
increasing the price. 

So how are we to get out of it? 

MORE REVENUE 
We think that with the interest 

being aroused in James Connolly's 
ideas in the forthcoming centen-
ary year we might take the calcu-
lated risk of winning increased cir-
culation. But that is not easy. 
And the centenary is next year. 

What can we do to bring in more 
revenue this year to tide us over? 

If our good supporters would pay 
the shilling voluntarily i t would 
help—or make a bigger donation. 

Or send a donation to our office 
at 283 Grays Inn Road? 

And as well as that we des-
perately need more SELLER8 to 
try and boast the sales of the 
paper NOW. 

HOME OF MAYO HERO 

yETERAN of the Irish Brigade hi 
«-- the Boer war, where ..he had 
earned the undying hatred of 
British imperialism, Major John Mo-
Bride returned and took a job with 
the Dublin Corporation water works. 

He was testing and checking with 
his turn-key when he heard the first 
volleys of the Rising In 1»16. At 
onoe he put dow^ hit tools and went 
to fight for his own country, in no 

The proposals include the restoration of Proportional Repre-
sentation abolished by the Unionists, the repeal of the Special 
Powers Act and the passing of a Human Rights Bill for "Northern 
Ireland." 

A FTER more t h a n a century, the 
traditibnal cargo shipping ser-

vices from London to Dublin and 
Cork will come t» (Ui end this Sep-
tember. In future goods from Lon-
don will be taken by road to liver-
pool, transhipped frdm there to Dub-
lin and then distributed by lorries 
throughout Ireland.; 

This means the end of the fort-
i nightly sailings from Cork to Lon-
don and back operated by B. and L 
Last year about 3,000 tons -of cargo 
were carried on the London-Cork 
service, v " 

Many people in Cork fear that this 
is a first step in reducing the im-
portance of Cork as a major ship-
ping centre for the country. It is 

COLLECTING FOR THE BANNA 
MEMORIAL 

Q N the left Is Earn on 0 Orlobhta, 
husband Of a nleos Of Captain 

MOntelth who landed at Banna 
Strand with Casement for the 

Rising In 1910. Last year a founda-
tion stone was laid for a memorial 
to this event, £1,900 Is required to 
complete the edifice. 

Many thanks 
T H E "Irish Democra t " r e -

qui res donat ions to the ex* 
t e n t of £30 a month In order to 
o o n t h w e publishing a t lU pre-
sent price. This mon th wo have 
only £14 16s. 0d. Bu t all t h e 
m o r e t hanks t o : 0 . Cunning-
h a m , 120.; 0 . Bull Ivan, la. 64 . ; 
A. Goughlan, 10&.; P. Me-
Govern , fOo.; fcftarke, £ 1 1 0 s . ; 
P . O'SuJHvan, £ 1 0 ; V. Mohan, 
Bo.; 0 . and Tr f fc lOUl* £1. 

SONG BOOKS PAPER BACKS" 
: ' ' ' • • V, Y ̂ uttglft 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

CALENDARS PAMPHLETS 

NATIONALIST NEWSPAPERS' 

UJlMJ. .Jim H. hi • 
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C o n d o n sneezes—and Q u M i t i f i a t a c o l d 

BECAUSE WE HAVENT CONTROL OF OUR OWN BANKS' 
T H E British Government's decision to create a pool of unemployed in Britain has had 
• —and is having—disastrous effects in the six counties. There, according to official 

predictions, about 60,000 people are likely to be out of work this winter. 

says 
ROBERT W. HE AT LEY 

Add to this figure the de-
pendant families and the full 
picture of gloom, for an area 
whose population is a mere 
one and a quarter million, is 
obtained. 

The "Belfast Telegraph," the Lord 
Thomson - owned Unionist , daily, 
has called — in characteristically 
equivocal fashion—for the British 
government's "help" in providing 
measures of relief. The "Telegraph" 
is calling, as it lias done—forlornly 
—for the past forty years upon the 
villain of the piece to undo his own 
act. 

The 26-county position is hardly 
likely to be any better as a result 
of Britain's decision to apply.Jfeese 
measures of deflation. 

The reason for this is simple. Just 
. like the six counties,; the politically 

independent "free" State in the Re-
public has its monetary policies 
(and, therefore, its economic cli-
mate) decided for it . by the 'British 
Treasury which operates through 
the Bank Of England. 
"DRITISH policies are applied 
'•*-* automatically throughout all 
Ireland, despite their obvious irrele-
vance there. 

Britain's so-called "problem" is _ 
stated to be over-employment (read 
full employment) while Ireland's 
North , and South is the opposite. 

The six counties has, of course, 
no option. Unionist propagandists 
are fond of exclaiming, whenever it 
suits Ibeir purpose, that,the area 
possesses its "own government." 
But, in the determination of mone-
tary policy. the Stormoht regime 
possesses as mueh power and exer-

•^sfe' as much capability as 
Delaftey'agoat. 
t u ts A strange sort of "iowern-

,jnent"w|iieh possesses no powers to 

The position could not be other-
wise when Belfast possesses no 
Central Bank of itsoWn, no bank-

-in«-8ti3uct»re ^independent of the 
t-Britisiuaae .and uses, for its-circu-
iating medium, British currency. 

U i e ; British Banking and fMepe-
i tary system dominates the ar«ta»d, 
as professors Isles and (QntWwrt 
showed in toeirtanieus ?8»ort."'lt 

,-«6kes MMBftort to appl^distiocttve 
policies which would be more in 
k«ep»ng-(with the .six counties' very 
specific needs. 

* the Bank -Rate b raised In 
-WtaftvHW* raised inthe six eeun-
-ties. *y)fcen-«edit - restrictions are 
im&aul^'Wmi*- Banks in tBrftata, 

thfiif six county -bwwKJhes 'pWwjft' B' 
- similar eottrae. 

T N view of this situation, no 
J- amount of plaintive moaning 

• Belfast Tele»q»h" for 
"meammaM relief'Vwill-d>M|ie«A*»e 

IllUflllll 

y WH»a>itt> swim mm Ml 
IMm 

grim prospects which the six-county 
workers will face this winter. 

The position in the 26 counties 
differs in form, but not in content. 

The Republican regimes print 
their own note-issue and design the 
dies with which is struck the metal. 

But the political types who took 
control in Leinster House, after 
1922, were not "separatists" in the 
revolutionary mould of leaders like 
Mellows, Connolly and Pearse. They 
did not undo the British economic 
stranglehold, least -of all in the 
monetary sphere. 

That is why they appointed to the 
Currency Commission (out of which 
Banc Ceannais was evolved) such 
types as the late Per Jaeobsonn, the 
international Banker, and the late 
Lord Glenavy who was educated at 
the . Charterhouse English Public 
School and served in the British 
Civil Serviee. 

The recommendations of men 
such as these form the principles 
upon which the Irish currency 
situation is based. As a result, the 
Irish pound is tied, at a par rate 
of exchange, to the pound sterling 
and the credit of the British gov-
ernment—not the Irish one—forms 
practically the total backing for the 

Irish currency issue. 
r P H E hypocritical painting exer-

cise, predicted by James Con-
nolly, was carried out—the only dif-
ference being that the bank notes, 
as well as the post-boxes, were 
painted green. The symbols of free-
dom were obtained, not the sub-
stance. 

Banc Ceannais na hEireann does 
not, therefore, possess the powers 
which it ought to possess in regard 
to monetary policy and control over 
the 26 County State's economic 
affairs. 

The currency position, plus the 
fact that the commercial banking-
system operates across the political 
borders (in Britain and in the six 
counties) as well as within the 
State, has helped to deprive the 
Banc of its proper functional role. 

This fact is acknowledged by Mr. 
J. S. Oslizlok, the Central Bank's 
Economist (Journal I.O.B., October 
'63) when he says:— 

"At present therefore there is in 
Ireland no normative rate compar-
able to the flank Rate inEngUuid 
which by custom governs the move-
ments in the commercial banking 
(interest) rate structure." 

The Bank Rate in Ireland is, in 

other words, determined by the 
Bank of England. 
|'"PHIS is because funds of £25,000 

and over are volatile (they can 
be transferred without restriction 
into the British banking system) 
and the Bank Rate in Ireland, must 
of necessity follow Britain's lead. 

The 26-county state is, in this re-
gard, no different from the six-
county statelet in the North. 

Banc Ceannais na hEireann does 
not fulfil its proper Central Bank-
ing role in regard to the control of 
the monetary supply either. To-
gether with the Bank .Rate, this 
forms the other important aspect of 
monetary policy instruments. 

Again, we will refer to Mr. J. S. 
Oslizlok for a summary of the posi-
tion :— 

"Parity with sterling is ensured 
by the Statutory obligation to 
redeem and Issue domestic currency 
against sterling at par. It follows 
that Ireland's currency is not a 
MANAGED one; the Central Bank 
lias no control over the amount of 
currency it issues." 

A central, bank which does not 
control the Bank Rate a.nd the 
amount of currency it issues is, like 

J ^ R . W. J. 
National 

Tenants and 

PIGGIN of the 
Association of 

Residents sends 
the "Irish Democrat" an impor-
tant piece of information re-
garding the prices of electricity 
in "bed-sitters." 

WUeen and his 
tton that falls in the next twelve 

, months; w r i t iwa* to move-****. 
- • all got forms 

to mi In 
i* f all 

wtMM premises are 
.overcrowded will he jMPPressing 
i some of the names. 

Landladies Addling their lottrne 
Tax will be forgetting Sean and 

(Gerry |n the front room. Apdden-
i tolly on purpose. 

The forms are due in by October 
118th. So, move now. 

But the month after (the "Demo-
crat" will remind you) the lists will 

line on display in Post -Offices and 
mther buildings, and there wHI be a 
month to apply direct to go on to 

(the- register. 
So don't be bashful. Claim your 

i right to vote. Remember, If you are 
not on the register yeu cannot do 

LABOUR M A N 
SPEAKS Q W 

\ DDRESSING the members of the 
Central London Branch C.A., 

on the subject "The Future of the 
Labour Government," Mr. Louis 

, Bondy, former G.I^.C. Councillor and. 
Ghairman of the,Holtaorn Co-opera-
tive Party said tha t . thfe Govern-
ment by its lack of enthusiasm for 
Socialism had failed to prove to the 
working man in the street that they 
were on his side. 

Because of this the Labour Party 
-had lost control of London, 
i Coventry, Birmingham and many 

other places. The backbone of the 
...Labour Party, the warJktog organ-

isers and the Trade Unionists, were 
becoming disillusioned with the 
Labour. Government, Out they.fipuld 

'not see .an alternative becausethe 
Government was vCoeepMed -of a 
coalition of Right-wing members 

-iwho .should-be in the Conservative 
•Party and Left-wing• members - who 
i.were nearer to the Communist 
-Barty. 

The Leftrwipgers were in a 
.dilemma. -.They .were judged by the 
actions of a Right-wing Govern-
ment. 

Lord Crook, chairman of the 
London Electricity Consultative 
Council told the press that "Ten-
ants of one room in tenements or 
lodgings all over London are ex-
ploited." 

"They think that the London 
Etcetfjetty **«ard charge them, a 
high price. rtJn fact their land-
lords pay the -normal price and 

through their-awn private 
a t greatly enhanced 

,-ion at 283 Grays Inn Road, 
where any evidence offered will be 
passed on to the appropriate autho-
rity under conditions where the 
giver can remain anonymous and 
come to no harm. 
- One thing lodgers could do Is to 

read the meter when they take' the 
room, note how much they put in, 
and then read it when they leave 
the room. They couldn't be thrown 
out when they were out already. * 

the six-county Unionist regime, 
calling itself something which it 
patently is not. 

It is not a fully developed, pro-
perly-functioning, central bank. 

Possession by a government 
(especially one which claims to be 
sovereign) of the power to manage 
its own economy, by the use of 
monetary measures, is an absolute 
necessity. 

We have seen how, in recent 
years, successive British govern-
ments have operated monetary 
policy, in conjunction with bud-
getary measures, in order to achieve 
pre-determined economic objectives. 

Formerly, it was full employment. 
Now, it is controlled unemployment. 
In either case, monetary measures 
seem to have been very effectively 
used. 

It.could be contended that if a 
government in Ireland possessed 
similar ijiowers, ft could eliminate 
unemployment. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people in Ireland would 
net-have tosuffer this winter ̂ he-
cause of a British politician's whim. 

W E are, as we have seen, a long 
way from the attainment of 

such a government—in either part 
of the country. The winning' of 
real independence has, therefore, 
still to be achieved and—in the 
course of c a s i n g on the struggle 
for it—a thorough examination will 
have to be given about the state of 
affairs in Dublin. But that is a task 
for the citizens who live there. 

Meanwhile, the Irish in Britain 
can play their part by helping, to 
overthrow the British financed and 
politically controlled Unionist State 
which Capt. Terence O'Neill main-
tains in Ireland's North Eastern 
counties. 

here's the snag, typical of 
vfche so-called "welfare state." 

The ( Board has the power to fix a 
maximum resale price, but no 
power to enforce it. It is not al-
lowed to read or check the meters 
in the rooms that lodgers are living 
in. 

And even more amazing, the 
Government -refuses to take action 
because .there is "no evidence" that 
landlords are charging too much. 
And we know what would happen 
to a lodger who made a complaint. 
He W9uld be stalking the street 
with his bags. 

The Electricity C o n s u l tative 
Council say that they are prepared 
to accept evidence in strict con-
fidence. 

JTT is-,probable however that Irish 
J ..lodgers »would. feel safer giving 
their information to the Connolly 

LIVERPOOL 
MEETINGS 

iQNj f t ep t ember . 19th*J«bn McClel-
land, secretary of the Liverpool 

branch of the Connolly Association 
} addressed the North and South 
-WUrds of the Wallasey Labour 
vParty. 

They were delighted at having the 
laegest attendance at any meeting 
for years. 

The promise to put a resolution to 
their Constituency Party calling for 
an enquiry into the operation of the 
Government of Ireland Act with 
reference to undemocratic practices 
in that part of Ireland. 

Next evening Mr. McClelland 
addressed the Birkenhead Trades 
Council. There were sixty persons in 
attendance and it- was agreed that 
a resolution should be presented at 
the next meeting. 

COMMUNIST 
¥©UTH PASS 
RESOLUTIONS 
O N IRELAND 

^ P T E R listening to a talk by 
Mr. Gerard Curran, of 

West London Connolly Associa-
tion, the Fulham branch of the 
Young Communist L e a g u e 
passed the following resolu-
tion: 

To the Prime Minister, 
We the Fulham branch of the 

Young Communist League whole-
heartedly oondemn the Illegal 
and undemocratic closure of the 
Irish Republican Clubs by the 
Stormont Government, and re-
gard 4his as an unprincipled at-
tack, on* the democratic rights of 
free association and expression 
of the Irish people, 
Mr. Curran also addressed t h e 

Harrow Branch of the same orga-
nisation who undertook to raise the 
matter of the ban on the Republi-
can Olubs at the local youth par-
liament. -Similar action was also 
agreed upon by a meeting of the 
Ealing Branch which Mr. Ourran 
addressed .on September 29th. 

WE INVASION OF EASTBOURNE 
Remarkable military operation 

re-

the 

irpWO coaches carried 74 mem 
bers and friends of South 

London Connolly Association 
on a memorable excursion to 
the seaside on Sunday, Septem-
ber 17th. The weather, which 
had been wet for several days, 
brightened up and smiled on us 
as we set off from Stockwell. 
"God knows h i s own," 
marked Jim Callan. 

All ages were represented, 
youngest being Miss Catherine Fer-

guson, not quite two. Sean Red-
mond and his charming new wife 
Susan were welcome visitors from 
north of the Thames. We even 
had two charming girls down from 
Manchester .for the weekend and 
tra/veJUng .hack on t h e . overnight 

-coach (that night! 
After seme slight, delays — time 

the organiser .knew where he was 
going—.and an argument with a 
?Keep Left" sign, the coaahes 
rotted into Eastbomrae^hortly .after 
one o'clock and -« je crowd A s -
persed, to seek refreshment, liquid 
or solid. -The impassive proprietor 
of t h e , Golden Pheasant Chinese 
Restaurant got quite aafaock when 
twenty-one people pouted in to 
sample his chicken chow mein and 
sweet-and-sour pork—very .good 1t 
was, too. »But Charlie. Cunningham 
knew of a special pub where th^ 
steaks were fabulous—I shall have 
to try it next time! 
TYIHNER over, most of us went 

down to the sea; Stephen 
Joyce, hardy man, went in for a 
swim, and even Eamonn Mc-
Laughlin was rumoured to have dis-
carded his hat and muffler a n d 
gone paddling. 

But the real lure was the pier 
and its amusements. Shilling after 
shilling was changed into pennies 
to be rolled into the machines — 
and you gbt back about one penny 
in three to keep you encouraged. 
Children of all ages, Jeanette and 
Robert and Josie Gordon, Pat 
White, Carol Owen, Jane Tate, Des 

Logan, .Lucy Farr, were hanging 
pop-eyed over t h e "Penny Falls" 
waiting for that penny to move 

• that extra tenth of an inch,.and 
down the winning chute — yet 
somehow a l l came away with 
empty pockets., Yours truly would 

..never make an LR.A. 6niper either 
—I missed fourteen ducks out of 
twenty on the shooting range. 

Peter Woplin, like a true fisher-
man, was to be found out a t , the 

„ pier-end watching .the rod ..and , line 
enthusiasts. 

Somehow everyone found tfeeir 
way back to the coach-park, with 
Mulligan and Cunningham bring-
ing up the rear, and off we set 
again, ;4hiSi t ime with Larry O'Dowd 
and, his accordion leading the sing-
ing -on one coach, and Johnny 

jHynes .and Lucy Farr on .tin-
-whintle. Juad. fiddle playing the best 
of vaMU„and ,#gs on .4heother. -«*t 
6 o'clock we polled up to ijhe 
famous Red Barn restaurant, with 
the tricolour .asing from the ftag-

-pole, to greet us, and filed, into, the 
loyply old 17th century building, for 
a grand tea, f«rnitfied.j>y. the-ho.v 
pitable Mr. and JHrs. -Fryer. 

-qpBA over, the taHes-were quk*ly 
L cleared away, by willing- hands, 
and the musicians, joined now - by 
Reg Hall and his melodeon, .ted «ff 
for dancing—young and, old getting 
up to do the old-time waltz, Siege 
of Ennis and Walls of Limerick, 
with songs from Mary White, 
Eamonn Clarke, Raymond Long 
and even myself. There was a 
raffle—with one prize won by my 
son with a ticket drawn by my 
daughter! It seemed as if we had 
more than one fiddler present! 

Homeward at last, with more 
singing—Tony McNally and Eddie 
Ferguson, true to their native 
county, were heard giving out the 
Green Glens o f Antrim, not to 
mention the remarkable visions of 
the man who was drunk six nights 
in a row. . . 

Here's to the next time! 
P.B. 
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LINK WITH JOHN MacLEAN 
rjpHE passing of Alderman J. 

Murphy of Coleraine breaks 
one of the last links with John 
MacLean, the famous Scottish 
Socialist who in the last days of 
his life devoted himself to secur-
ing an independent republic for 
his native country. 

Alderman Murphy was born in 
Ballymoney, and emigrated to Glas-
gow during the first world war. 
There he came into contact with 
the Clydeside Socialists and was 
brought into the movement by John 
MacLean. He subsequently settled 
for a number of years in Greenock. 

During this period he became 
prominently identified with the 
struggles of the unemployed and 
took part in the famous "hunger 
marches" when thousands converged 
on London to demand work or 
maintenance. 

Returning to Ireland in the late 
'thirties he lived for the remainder 
of his life in Coleraine, where once 
more he led the unemployed and 
organised marches from Derry and 
other centres to the City of Belfast. 
This was around the period when 
Betty Sinclair and Billy McCulloch 
were jailed under the Special Powers 
Act for daring to demand work for 
the unemployed. 

Alderman Murphy was not 
arrested, but for suggesting that 
Catholics as well as Protestants 
were entitled to employment he 
was given a drumming up by the 
Orangemen who assembled round 
his home with their lambegs and 
kept the din going day and night. 

Subsequently he became the only 
Labour member on the Coleraine 
Ccwncil, and subsequently alderman. 

A Protestant himself, he was 
elected by a combination of Social-
ist and Catholic votes. He gathered 
around him a group of young 
people some of whom followed him 
on-to the council. 

While never what can be de-
scribed as a Republican, he was a 
Strong believer in a united Ireland, 
and' spoke from the Connolly Asso-
ciation platform in Trafalgar Square 
to ' demand the release of the 
prfcbnfers held in Belfast jail with-
out charge or trial. 

The "Irish Democrat" extends 
sympathy to his family on behalf 
of 'the Irish in Britain. 

IRELAND DOES 
RIGHT THING 

npHE Irish Department of External 
Affair* in Dublin has made 

representations to the South 
African Government concerning the 
trltl of 37 South-West Africans who 
ere at present being tried In Pre-
toria for political activities in 
South-West Afrioa. South Africa's 
mandate over 8outh-We«t Africa 
was declared at an end by a reso-
lution of the United Nations last 
Qotoher, but South Afrioa continues 
to Impose apartheid in the area and 
to put down popular opposition with 
a rod of iron. 

The Irish Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment last month requested the 
Minister for Extefflal Affairs, Mr. 
Aiken, to approaoh the South 
Afrloan Government on the matter 
and were told by the Department 
that such an approaoh was to be 
made. Ireland thus aligns herself 
with the demands of people 
throughout the world In support of 
th» South-west Afrloan democrats 
and i n opposition to their raoiallst 
ruWrs. 

LIBERALS 
^ H E decision of the Liberal party 

Conference to demand the end 
of the Special Powers Act and the 
restoration of Proportional Repre-
sentation in the six counties is the 
most important step forward since 
the Connolly Association started the 
campaign for the restoration of 
democracy in occupied Ireland. 

That the Liberals may have been 
actuated by the desire to steal a 
march and a million votes on the 
Labour Party is of small importance. 
If they can get those votes they are 
entitled to them. 

The test is going to be whether 
they do something new, before the 
electien, to put their resolution into 
effect. The Connolly Association 
will welcome any campaign they 
may start either in Parliament or 
in the country for the purposes 
stated. 

Now is the time for Labour to 
take stock. It is also time for those 
gentlemen who come from Belfast 
every year to Transport Union con-
ferences and block even the discus-
sion of the question of democracy in 
the six counties also to take stocks 
They have held back the Labour 
Party; now the Liberals have over-
taken it. If they have any realism' 
in them they will now admit they 
were mistaken. 

we congratulate the Liberals on 
joining Plaid Cytmti and the Com* 
munfstg on this issue, and We say 
to Labour "What's keeping you?" 

BEST STOCK OF 
IRISH BOOKS 

IN ALL LONDON • 
One minute from 

King's Oross Tube, 
283 Grays Inn Road, 

London, W.G.I 

'THE 22nd regular session of 
the United Nations Assem-

bly opened on September 19th, 
with Rumania's Foreign Mini-
ster, Corneliu Manescu, as pre-
sident, the first representative 
of a socialist country to be 
chosen for this post. 

Events preceding the opening of 
the Assembly did not augur well 
for any easing of the international 
situation. Indeed they suggested 
a sharpening of the cold war. 

U THANT SPEAKS 
In making his report to the As-

sembly the Secretary-General of 
U N O. drew attention to the serious 
and dangerous international situa-
tion, 

The Arab-Israeli war was a tra-
gedy. U.N.O. could not accept 
Israel's contention that the old 
armistice agreements had no weight 
now, and called for an end to in-
citement to hatred, the achievement 
of calm and a recourse to reason— 

An end to the occupation of 
another state's territory by force, 
respect for the territorial integrity 
of all states; 

Acceptance by all states of an-
other nation's right to exist; 

Security of a state within its 
own borders; 

The right of the Palestinian 
refugees to return to their home-
land; 

( )N Sepember 28th Sean Red-
mond, general secretary of 

the Connolly Association spoke 
to its South London branch on 
the subject, "Civil Liberties in 
the twenty-six counties." 

He began by commenting on the 
fact that the lack of civil liberties 
in the six counties had justly re-
ceived much attention, but less was 
known about the situation in the 
South. This was because the six 
county area was part of the United 
Kingdom and the Irish in Britain 
were well placed to influence the 
situation. Nonetheless we need to 
know what was going on in the 
twenty-six counties. 

There was little doubt that the 
number of cases in which civil 
rights were infringed had increased 
in recent years. For example the 
Offences Against the State Act was 
used against striking telephonists. 
There was a vicious attack on the 
Republican Easter commemoration 
parade last year, and continued in-
timidation since. T h e speaker 
quoted from statements which had 
appeared in the "United Irish-
man," which told of visitors to the 
Sinn Fein offices being stopped out-
side by Special Branch . men, 
searched and questioned. 

It was the view of the speaker 
that the Irish Government was 
coming to terms with imperialism 
and abandoning the struggle for 
national independence, and was 
compelled to force this policy 
through against opposition. 

The Offences Against the State 
Act was the main piece of oppres-
sive legislation used. Passed in 
1939 it is still being used to this 
very day. The Act was in six parts. 
Part one consisted of definitions. 
Part two, Section Six made it an 
offence for any person to usurp or 
unlawfully exercise any function of 
government, or set up, maintain or 
take part in a body of persons pur-
porting to be a government or legis-
lature, or take part in an assem-
bly purporting to be a court, or 
formi- maintain or be a member 
of an unauthorised police or armed 
force. 

Section Seven made it an offence 
for any person to prevent or ob-
struct by force of arms or other 
violent means or by any form of 
intimidation the carrying on of the 
Government or any branch of the 

Free navigation through inter-
national waterways according to 
international conventions. 
Continuing, the Secretary-General 

said that unless the United Nations 
made an immediate and urgent 
effort to solve the problems of the 
region there was bound to be an-
other war there. 

He called for the admission of 
China to full membership of the 
United Nations, and- the stopping 
of the Vietnam bombing. 

WILSON INTERVIEW 
A few days after U Thant spoke, 

Mr. Harold Wilson, Labour Prime 
Minister, in a Panorama television 
interview virtually torpedoed the 
possibilities of progress and peace 
on many fronts. 

On Vietnam he categorically de-
clared his support for the American 
bombing attacks. He placed the 
blame for U.S. bombing on the 
shoulders of North Vietnam "who 
refused to talk with the Americans." 

Not a word about the fact that 
America is 6,000 miles away from 
Vietnam and certainly in no danger 
from a Vietnamese attack, that 
America had not declared war on 
Vietnam, had ignored the Geneva 
Convention decisions on Vietnam, 
indeed had dissoolated herself from 
these decisions, and was acting as 
a murderous Invader of Vietnam, 
ignoring the United Nations and 
stimulating, even precipitating a 
third world war. 

Government. Mr. Redmond drew 
attention to the words ''by any 
form cf intimidation." Presumably 
a person would be committing an 
offence if he shouted at a T.D. 
entering Leinster House. "You 
rascal, don't vote for that Bill." 

Section Eight was similar t o 
Seven, except that it was in respect 
of the President and his functions. 
Secticn ^ine likewise dealt with" 
military of other employees of the 
State. 

This part of the Act also made it 
unlawful to set up. print, publish, 
or have in one's possession a docu-
ment which was deemed treason-
able or seditious. Yet earlier a 
"seditious document'' was defined 
as including "a document consist-
ing of or containing matter calcu-
lated or tending to undermine the 
public order of the security of the 
State." The speaker considered 
that the words "undermine t h e 
public order" could be too widely 
interpreted for comfort. 

Part two also prohibited un-
authorised military exercises, the 
promotion of secret societies in the 
army or police and the administra-
tion of unlawful oaths. 

Part three dealt with unlawful 
organisations, their activities and 
membership of such. An organisa-
tion can be considered unlawful if 
it "promotes, encourages or advo-
cates the non-payment' of moneys 
payable to the Central Fund or any 
other public fund or the non-pay-
ment of local taxation." 

Thus the National Farmers' As-
sociation contravened the Act when 
they advocated the non-payment of 
rates during t h e recent dispute. 
The speaker recalled that hints 
had been dropped by Government 
spokesmen that appropriate action 
would be taken against the N.F.A. 

The Fourth Part dealt with mis-
cellaneous matters, including the 
prohibition of public meetings, and 
the prohibition of meetings or pro-
cessions within "one-half of a mile 
from any building in which both 
Houses or either House o f the 
Oireachtas are or is sitting or about 
to sit." 

Section 30 allowed a person to be 
held in detention on su^ieion for 
48 hours. 

Part Five allowed for the setting 
up 'of Special Criminal Courts by 
the Government, who also decided 

U.N.O. DISCUSSIONS 
The United States representative 

at the U.N.O. Assembly Arthur Gold-
berg expressed a hope and desire 
for peace in Vietnam leading- to 
negotiations. If oply the North 
Vietnamese would respond. Mean-
while the murderous bombing must 
continue. 

Mr. Gromyko, Foreign Minister 
of the Soviet Union, called Mr. 
Goldberg's speech a "soap-bubble" 
and branded Washington as the 
aggressor who should stop the 
bombing of Vietnam and withdraw 
her forces unconditionally. Such 
withdrawal would mean peace. 

Mr. George Brown supported the 
Americans 100 per cent on Vietnam, 
expressing the pious hope for peace, 
but supporting (most reluctantly 11 
U.S. bombing and placing the re-
sponsibility for continuation of the 
fighting on the Vietnamese. 

At the same time he expressed 
shock and disgust that the United 
Nations Colonial Commission should 
continuously attack Britain for be-
ing a colonial power and said Bri-
tain's support for U.N.O. might be 
seriously eroded unless this sort of 
'."dogmatism" is stopped. Britain, 
of course, is an Imperialist power 
in spite of Mr. Brown and no fanr> 
talk or protest can alter it. 

FINALLY ON VIETNAM 
The London Timee'' on Septem-

ber 27, 1967 wrote the following:— 
"Hanoi is prepared to open 

the membership of the Courts. No 
one could be a member unless he 
was a judge of the High Court or 
the Circuit Court or a barrister or 
solicitor of not less than seven 
years standing, or an officer of the 
Defence Force not below the rank 
of Commandant. Thus five army 
officers of suitable rank could con-
stitute a court and not one of them 
need have the slightest knowledge 
of law. The Special Criminal 
Courts had the power to appoint 
the times and places of its sittings 
and had control of its own proce-
dure and the power to exclude the 
public from its sittings. 

The Minister for Justice also had 
the power in respect of persons 
sentenced by one of these courts 
to transfer a prisoner to military 
custody. 

The final part of the Act. Part 
Six allowed for internment with-
out trial on the issuing of a war-
rant by a Minister of State. The 
Act allowed for the provision of a 
Commission to which persons in-
terned could appeal. If the Com-
mission found in their favour the 
Authorities were obliged to release 
them. 

The speaker said that the A c t 
was a deplorable one and should 
be repealed. It was in the same 
spirit as the Special Powers Acts 
in the North, if not as extensive. 
The Act was clearly directed 
against the Republicans, though 
it had been used against trade 
unionists in dispute. But were the 
Republicans fighting the Govern-
ment the right way? Was it wise" 
to "strip to the waist" and enter 
the ring against an opponent" 
capable of mustering a hundred' 
times more force. This did not of 
course excuse the Government for 
using such undemocratic legisla-
tion, but it made it easier for them 
to get away with it. 

What was needed was a cam-
paign in Ireland for the purpose or 
arousing public opinion against' the 
Act. Mr. Redmond- concluded by 
Saying that while the Irish in 
Britain should continue to con-
centrate on the position in the six 
counties, they should know what is 
going,, on in the South. 

serious significant talks with the 
United States—to use the words 
employed by Mr. Arthur Goldberg, 
chief U.S. delegate to the United 
Nations — three or four weeks 
after an unconditional halt in the 
U.S. acts of war against the North, 
Hanoi sources said yesterday. 

"The sources emphasised that 
if Washington simply announced , 
that it was halting the bombings 
for a certain period' no talks 
would-be possible because the halt 
would be conditional.'' 
The hopes for peace have beetr 

great- at various times during! the 
past year. But the American Presi-
dent and the Pentagon have sabo-
taged on every occasion. 

A well-known U.S. former editor 
of the "Arkansas Gaeette," now ew-
cutive vice-president of the Centre 
for the Study,of Democratic Insti-
tutions, Mr. Harry Ashmore. accom-
panied by a Miami news editor, Bill 
Baggs. spent nine days last January 
visiting North Vietnam. He wrote 
a 15,000-word article in the centre's 
magazine claiming that President 
Ho Chi Mlnh took a "deliberately 
conciliatory" line during a two-hcttr 
talk, and seemed prepared to con-
sider "a specific proposal based on 
de-escalation." 

But Ashmore claimed a subse-
quent attempt to explore this open-
ing with a letter to Ho from hin»» 
sell and Baggs was "effectively an* 
brutally cancelled" by a tough 
Washington-inspired bombing at-
tack. 

World Commentary by W i t Ctarine 
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'JOIN E.E.C.—PAY SIX TIMES TAX' 
-But bankrupt polititions still go on gambling 

^ O R E insights into what the 
Common M a r k e t could 

mean for Ireland—and for Eng-
land—unless the people put a 
stop to the present mad gallop 
of their rulers. 

A Common Market taxation ex-
pert has come to Dublin to tell the 
Irish people t h a t indirect taxation 
would go up enormously in Com-
m o n Market conditions. I f w e 
.signed the Rome Treaty we would 
have to introduce a form of turn-
over tax known as an "added 
value" tax and adopt the s a m e 
lewel of such taxation as the other 
E.E.C. countries. T h e present 
Ir ish turnover tax—at 2i per cent— 
and the wholesale t ax bring in £25 
million, but the Common Market 
level is a 15 per cent tax, which 
would take £150 million from the 
pockets of the people. 

At the same t ime income taxes, 
surtaxes, and taxes on companies 
would be reduced, showing the big 
business bias of the Common Mar-
ket once again. 

For big business prefers in-
direct taxation, on food, shop 
goods and the like, which the or-
dinary people have to bear a n d 
which hit hardest a t those least 
able to pay—and dislike taxes on 
income and on companies, which 
make the rich pay more. The rules 
of the Common Market represent a 
new way for helping the rich throw 
the burden of meeting Government 
expenses on the shoulders of the 
poor and lowly paid. 

The Irish pre-Marketeers say that 
the* shift f rom direct to indirect 
taxation could be compensated for 
by improving social welfare pay-
ments to the lower income groups, 
raising children's allowances, f o r 
example. But whtereas the Rome 
Treaty says countries in the E.E.C. 

must harmonise their taxation 
system, there is nothing requiring 
this to be compensated for by rais-
ing social welfare benefits. The 
one is a certainty and the other 
is just a hope. And a very faint 
hope at that. 

* • • 
UWEDEN is o n e of the smaller 
^ countries of Europe which is 
affected by the British m o v e to 
join the E.E.C. The Swedes have 
now applied for a "link" with the 
Common Market. A "link," mind 
you, not "membership" and n o t 
"association." The Swedes a r e 
clever and cautious and, unlike 
Ireland, are not committing them-
selves before they see what they 
are committing themselves to. 

They are particularly anxious to 
mainta in their military neutrality, 
which has kept Sweden out of war 
since Napoleon's time and helped 
make it one of the most thriving 
nat ions of Europe. 

Listen to Sweden's Minister for 
Trade when he is seeking this link 
with the E.E.C. "The determining 
factor for the Swedish Government 
is that our policy of neutrality re-
mains unchanged," he says, " a n d 
that t h e special requirements 
raised by it can be met If we are 
excluded from the Common Market 
because of it, the price is not too 
high. It could never be too high 
whatever the circumstances." 

Contrast Messrs. Lynch, Lemass 
and Haughey. ' "We bared our 
breasts" said t h e Taoiseach, in his 
eloquent account of his activities 
in Brussels. "We laid our cards on 
the table." And in Brussels he as-
sured the E.E.C. leaders tha t Ire-
land would baulk a t none of the 
political implications of Common 
Market membership, which every-
one knew could mean a military 
alliance at some time in the future, 

says 
ANTHONY 

COUGHLAN 
a military alliance dominated by 
the Germans. Clearly our present 
leaders are not going to make 
Irish military neutrality an issue 
in negotiating with the E.E.C. Yet 
the long-term consequences of 
abandoning th is neutrality could be 
disastrous for the Irish people. I t 
would almost certainly m e a n 
foreign mili tary bases in Ireland. It 
could mean atomic bombs would 
fall here in t h e event of world war. 
I t would probably mean military 
conscription. I t would certainly 
mean higher taxes to pay for 
higher so-called "defence costs." 

i5r it ii 
T O I N the Common Market, for 
' ' look how f a s t it is growing, say 
the Irish Common Marketeers, and 
a cascade of figures and produc-
tion indices pours upon the people. 
They, the E.E.C. countries, have 
grown X per cent in steel produc-
tion and Y per cent in car produc-
tion and Z per cent in butter pro-
duction over t h e past ten years. 
Therefore, if we join, we will grow 
in the same way. So the vulgar 
argument runs. 

But look a t some of the harsher 
facts. Harold Wilson says to Bri-
tain, with 600,000 unemployed: 
"Things will be better if we join 
the Common Market." But Western 
Germany has nearly 700,000 out of 
work and its economy is at % stand-
still, no longer "growing." Arid if 
we are to allow the philistines their 
argument for t he moment and 
measure progress by the growth 
indices; may we ask which coun-
tries have grown fastest over the 

n^fotia,tions with the National 
Liberation Front. 

Delegates will be urged strongly 
to defend Proportional Representa-
tion and two resolutions call for the 
withdrawal of the Labour Party 
members f rom the Dail Constitu-
tional Committee which is a t 
present examining the Irish Consti-
tution with a view to recommending 
changes. Clearly there is a fear 
tha t the Government wishes to ob-
tain Labour Party support in this 
way for changes in the electoral 
system and for such recent propo-
sals as tha t there should be repre-
sentation by area for certain parts 
of the country rather than repre-
sentation by population. "Back to 
the Rotten Boroughs," this proposal 
has been christened. The Govern-
ment is now toying with the idea in 
order to maintain its support in 
the country and Western areas 
where population is falling, as 
against the city 
r p H R E E Dublin branches and the 

Society of Lithographic Artists 
and Designers want the Labour 
Party to campaign for "industrial 
democracy" and 6ome form of 
workers' participation to manage-
ment. This demand was also put 
forward at the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions this year and is one 
which has an extending influence 
among radical sections of the I r ish 
working-class at the present time. 

These then are the most im-
portant topics for debate at this 
year's Conference. As well as 
policy matters, there will also be 
much interest attaching to the con-
test for the Par ty chairmanship 
which falls vacant this year follow-
ing the decision of Mr. James Tully, 
T.D., chairman for over a decade, 
not to go forward again. The two 
contestants are Mr. Michael O'Leary, 
T.D., and Mr. Barry Desmond, both 
Corkmen,- both members of the 
Transport Union and the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions, and both 
close colleagues within t(he Labour 
Party. Dr. Noel Browne will be 
elected unopposed to the position of 
Party Vice-Chairman, held last year 
by Mr. Desmond. 

Mr. Prolnnsia.s McAonghusa will 
also be appealing to the Annual 
Conference against his expulsion 
from the Party earlier this year. 

past decade in the capitalist world? 
Not the Common Market—No, and 
not the United States. The answer 
is Sweden, and Japan — both of 
them countries tha t economically 
are more or less on their own and 
not part of t ight economic blocs 
like the Common Market. 

it it it MY S T E R I O U S L Y m early 
August the whole of Ireland 

—or certainly a lot of it — was 
plastered with slogans opposing 
entry to the Common Market. 
"E.E.C.—No," "The Common Mar-
ket means Unemployment, High 
Prices, National Sell-out," "For an 
Independent Ireland," and s o on . 
On roads, on hoardings, on walls 
and bridges. Clearly a concerted 
effort by t h e Republicans and 
others to show t h a t the country did 
not go the whole way with the Gov-
ernment. I t must have caused 
some wonderment among t h e 
British and foreign tourists. Irish 
ostriches depositing droppings, said 
Mr. Leighton Pra t t of Newtown-
mountkennedy, founder of the 
twenty-six-county Liberal Party, 
member of the L.F.M.; ardent 

npHE Dublin Government continues 
its campaign against the N.F.A. 

With a surplus of 100,000 cattle in 
the country and with the British 
threatening to cut down on cattle 
purchases—in contravention of the 
Anglo-Irish Free Trade Agreement-
there is prospect of another hard 
bitter winter for the farmers and 
the Government is preparing itself 
for conflict. 

Some people say tha t the 
"Farmers' Rights" campaign of last 
winter will be nothing on what the 
coming six months will have in 
store. 

And why is there such a surplus 
of cattle in the country? I t is due 
primarily to the Government 's 
policy of encouraging farmers to go 
in for cattle rearing above every-
thing else—so tha t there is less til-
lage in the country t h a n for 60 
years—without making any prepara-
tions for getting rid of all the cattle 
the farmers have reared. The ele-
mentary step of setting up a Meat' 
Marketing Board with responsibility 
for estimating and controlling the 
supply and sale of cattle—one of the 
main demands of the N.F.A.—has 
been adamantly resisted by the Gov-
ernment for fear it would offend 
powerful cattle-exporting interests. 

r p H E Livestock Marts Bill has been 
pushed through Dail and 

Senate against powerful opposition. 
Control of the cattle marts would 
give the Government a stranglehold 
on the cattle trade which it could 
use in the event of conflict with the 
farmers later in the year. The Bill 
gives the Government power to 
licence Cattle Marts and to refuse 
licences to Marts of which It disap-
proves; and there is no appeal 
against the Minister for Agricul-
ture's decision. 

The N.F.A. a n d the Irish Agricul-
tural Organisation Society believe 
the Bill is against the Constitution 
because of the sweeping powers it 
gives the Minister. An appeal to 
President De Valera to refuse to 
sign It failed, so tha t the only way 
to stop the Bill becoming law is to 
contest its validity in the courts, a 
step which these organisations are 
reported to be contemplating. 

The present Minister for Agricul-
ture, Mr. Nial Blaney, is thought to 
be one of the mast intransigent 
Ministers that ever sat in a Dub-
lin Cabinet. Under his aegis the De-
partment of Agriculture has come 
widely to be regarded as the enemy 
rather than the friend of Irish far-
mers. His handling of the farming 
dispute has been widely criticised. 
The "Irish Times" has been spurred 
to ask editorially: "Can we afford 
our Minister for Agriculture?" re-
flecting a widespread opinion. 

The N.F.A. on the other hand is 
in a fighting mood. Mr. Rickard 
Deasy, who led if during the recent 
critical period, has now resigned at 
the end of his term of office. He is 

"European" and consistent advo-
cate of a line of related causes, in 
a witty letter to the "Irish Times." 
But droppings mercifully, a re not 
indelible, and the expertise and 
thoroughness of those slogans is 
such t h a t numbers of t h e m will 
still be confronting Mr. Prat t ' s 
children years from now! 

ft ft ft 
r i iHE Dublin Council of Trades 
J - Unions has passed a resolu-
tion, proposed by the Amalgamated 
Society of Woodworkers, expressing 
grave concern at the possible 
effects E.E.C. membership would 

•have on employment. There was a 
very thorough and st imulating de-
bate beforehand, one of the best 
the Council has had for years. I t 
shows the swing of opinion in the 
Dublin t rade union movement 
against t he E.E.C. and t h e free 
trade policies of the Government ; 
for two years ago it was impos-
sible to get a debate in the Council 
on the Free Trade Agreement with 
Britain when that came up. Lots 
of people have learned in the 
meantime. 

succeeded by Mr. T. J. Maher, a Tip-
perary fa rmer with about 60 acres of 
land. T h e appointment of such a 
man is clear evidence t h a t the 
N.F.A. is a body that represents not 
only "big farmers," as many people 
hostile to the farmers' struggle have 
tried to make out. 

the Irish economy. 

LABOUR CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN 
T H E Irish Labour Party Annual 

Conference In Liberty Hall this 
October wilt be the biggest for years. 
Over 6N delegates will be attending 
from «00 or m branches—an In-
crease of nearly 100 branches during 
the past tw* years. They will be In 
a fighting mood, for thoy see the 
Labour Party making big strides in 
the country between how ami n i l , 
and thoy will bo enthusiastic after 

In the reoont 
There will bo many 

nwous profot-
, and for the first time 

a tela •« -. ... — * - • - • ' • - • 
a fair spnrmung or delegates from 
Wort of the Shannon—15, for 
example, from County Roscommon 
alone. 

It should be an exciting Con-
ference, with delegates seeking to 
press the Parliamentary Labour 
Party into taking positions of forth-
right opposition to the Government, 
on various issues of the day and 
with some conflict between the 
"left" Mid "right" of the Party. 

The most important debate 
will be that on the Common 
Market. The Labour Party's 
stand on the Common Market was 
not very dear when the Dail de-
bated the subject. One couldn't say 
whether, as a political party, Labour 
was for E.E.C. membership, against 
it, or for some form of association. 
Seme Labour T.D.S were very much 
against, others were for, and others 
balanced In the middle. When it 
came to the voting, however, the 
Labour Party did not challenge a 
division on the Government's motion 
approving entry which was thus 
passed without a single vote against 
it. ~ • 
f P H I S sittlng-on-the-fence position 

' clearly does not satisfy Labour's 
rank-and-file. The October Con-
ference has seven resolutions on the 
Common Market on its agenda, all 
of them opposed to Irish member-
ship, coming from Party branches 
in Dublin, Cork and Waterford. 
These will have to be composited. 
There is a danger tha t the issue will 
thus be confused and the matter de-
bated from the Cork Constituency 
Council which seeks association 
with the Common Market for Ire-
land rather than membership. As-
sociation with the Common Market 

• is ,of course, rather a nebulous de-
mand. Instead of the issue of mem-
bership or independence the dis-
cussion may be bogged down on 
what terms association would be ac-
ceptable. 

Four resolutions oppose negotia-
tions between Labour and Fine 
Gael with a view to forming another 
Coalition Government, which might 
be a possibility if F ianna FaiJ didn't 
do well at the next general election. 
The Dublin Regional Council of the 
Party indeed calls for disciplinary 
action against any Labour Party 
member who advocates such discus-
sions. This again touches on a 
sore point, for several of the Labour 
T.D.s would probably find another 
Coalition acceptable, while several 
would be strongly opposed. Fine 
Gael is very anxious these days to 
make the Coalition idea acceptable 
to the Labour Party; there have 
even been suggestions that Mr. 
Brendan Corish might be offered 
the premiership. But any such 
move by Labour would almost cer-
tainly cause a split in the Party. 
Our only long-term hope of forming 
a Government in Ireland is to go 
it alone, say most of Labour's 
younger men. 
QEVERAL branches want a new 

Party Constitution "on Socialist 
lines" expressing more clearly than 
the present constitution "the 
Socialist objectives" of the Party. 
Dublin North Central calls for the 
re-inclusion of the objective of a 
"Workers' Republic" in the Party 
Constitution—this had been dropped 
from the Constitution in the late 
1930s, partly as a result of clerical 
pressure on the 'leadership' of those 
days. No resolution, however, at-
tempts to define what a Workers' 
Republic is or what "socialist objec-
tives" are. It is indeed reported that 
there will be some amendments to 
t h e resolution demanding a 
Workers' Republic—one looking for 
a "Workers' and Small Farmers' Re-
public" and another looking for a 
"People's Republic," which should 
provide an opportunity for some 
entertaining dialectical skirmishing 
if they get debated! 

The Conference will almost cer-
tainly oppose the American Inter-
vention in Vietnam, on which there 
are four resolutions, one calling for 

FIANNA FAIL CONTINUES ITS 

VENDETTA AGAINST FARMERS 

Good progress in 
crop research 

A N Irish state body which 
deserves immense credit for 

the work it is doing is the 
Agricultural Institute. It is a 
research organisation that has 
pioneered all sorts of new de-
velopments in the country's 
most important industry. 

One of the most promising is t h e 
way it h a s turned peat and bog-
land into fertile farmland a t i t s 
research station, Lullymore, Co. 
Kildare. 

One seventh of the total l and 
area of I re land is at present under 
bog and considered as Waste land 
once the turf has been taken away. 
This could become highly produc-
tive as a result of the Ins t i tu te ' s 
efforts. T h e extensive blanket bogs 
all along the west coast and over 
vast t rac ts of the midlands can be 
made to produce grass, cabbage, 
sugar-beet and potatoes of h i g h 
quality. All these crops have been 
grown successfully at Lullymore on 
land f rom which the thick top 
layers of turf have been cut away. 
Yields have been higher t h a n the 
national average. The land i s too 
soft to take cattle during t h e 
winter months, but these can be 
kept indoors and fed with t h e 
high-quality silage which is grown 
during the summer. 

The Ins t i tu te has experimented 
with new crops which are not very 
familiar to the average farmer , fo r 
example, ax, rape, poppies a n d 
crambee. These are very suitable 
for growing on peat land and could 
prove the basis for several new In-
dustries. An example is crambeej 
which is a totally new crop t o t h i s 
country, b u t whose success could 
lead to a factory to extract i ts 
valuable oil, a major constituent of 
certain plastics and which is used 
also to lubricate jet engines and 
steel castings. 

Large t rac ts of bog land will be-
come available when Bord na Mona 
has finished harvesting them. T h e 
overall life expectancy of the pre-
sent Bord n a Mona bogs is about 
35 years, a t the end of which t ime 
a decision will have to be taken on 
what to do with approximately 
135,000 acres of land. The research 
at Lullymore suggests that agricul-
ture and horticulture might be t h e 
most profitable and beneficial to 
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MARRIAGE 
IS BOOMING 
IN IRELAND 

a t ORE Irish people are mar ry ing 
-1 today than in previous years, 
and they are marrying younger, ac-
cording to ^ recently - published 
statistics. One of the main reasons 
(or this is tha t there are many more 
young people in their early twenties 
around than before because of the 
high birth rate in the mid-l940s and 
the fact that emigration was lower 
in the 1960s than the late 1950s. 

There were almost 17,000 mar-
riages in 1965. according to the 
figures, compared with 16,100 the 
previous year. Also in 1965 2.7 per 
cent of the bridegrooms and 10.2 
per cent of the brides were under 
20 years of age while 5.2 per cent 
of the bridegrooms and 1.9 per cent 
of the brides were over 45. 

The most popular marriage age 
for men is ft-om 25-29 years while 
for women it is from 20-24 years. 
The average age of marriage for 
men dropped from 31.1 years in 
1945-6 to 28 years in 1965, the com-
parative figures for brides being 28 
and 28 years. 

In 1965 63,500 births were 
registered. Of these 1,400 were 
illegitimate, that is 2.2 per cent of 
all births. There were 33,000 deaths 
registered. Of these deaths 32 per 
cent were due to heart diseases and 
14 per cent to cancers. There were 
1,088 deaths f rom accidents, of 
which road accidents accounted for 
326. 

SEAMUS COSTELLO 
STIRS THINGS UP 

"T̂ HE Association of Municipal 
Authorities of Ireland isn't 

usually a body where one can ex-
pect exciting things; but its 54th 
annual conference this year is an 
exception, largely due to the half 
dozen radical resolutions on local 
authority matters which have come 
from the Bray District Council on 
the instigation of the nearly-eleoted 
Sinn Feln members there, Mr. Sea-
mus Costello, and his colleague, Mr. 
Joe Doyls. 

Since they joined the Bray Coun-
cil, and since Mr. Costello won a 
seat on the Wicklow County Coun-
cil, the meetings of these bodies 
have become lively and exciting, 
providing plenty of copy for the 
"Wicklow People," as the two new 
councillors "stir things up" and 
vigorously champion the local 
people's needs. 

Hence Bray's unwanted forward-
ness this year at the Municipal 
Authorities' Conferenoe. As a result 
tlw Conference has passed a resolu-
tion by 37 votes to 27 oaillng for the 
abolition of the present rates and 
valuation system and that the 
revenue required by looal authorities 
be raised by a more equitable taxa-
tion system baaed on Incomes. The 
delegates rejected an amendment 
proposed by Fianna Fall and Fine 
Gael members referring the matter 
to a special masting of the execu-
tive oounoll of the Association. 

Another Bray motion, which was 
incorporated with one from Mallow, 
requested tha t authority be given 
by the Government to local coun-
cils to use any vacant building in. 
their area considered suitable as 
temporary accommodation. 

Passtd by a large majority was a 
proposal that votes be given to 
young people at It, Mr. Costello 
seconding a motion to this effect 
that came from YoughaL 

PIONEERS AND MUTINEERS 
The story of Irishmen sailing in the British navy 
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( J E R R Y FITT, M.P. is by no 
means the only good Irish-

man who as a youth wanted to 
go to sea and found that the 
only feasible way to get going 
was to embark in a British ship. 
One of the great unknown scan-
dals of Irish history is the way 
our seafaring population, as 
skilled and courageous as any 
country's, has for centuries been 
sucked into the service of Bri-
tish imperialism. 

Some Irishmen joined the Bri-
tish navy or merchant service, like 
Pitt, because they longed to go 
to sea and saw no other way to 
satisfy their ambition. Others were 
conscripted by the notorious press-
gang, or snatched off Irish fishing 
vessels or coasters by passing war-
ships flying the imperial ensign. 

Others saw in service in H.M. 
Navy the way to promotion and 
favour with the enemies of their 
country, a ladder raising them 
from a life of servitude among the 
conquered to a life of luxury among 
the conquerors. Still others, and 
among them more than one man 
of real greatness, belonged to the 
planter element, saw no shame in 
offering their services to the British 
Navy, and adorned it not only with 
exceptionally able careers, but also 
with a breadth of view and a depth 
of humanity in which it was nor-
mally singularly lacking. 

Among these last were Admiral 
Sir John Forbes, whose family later 
were ardent Volunteers, and who 
was the only member of the Board 
of Admiralty to refuse to sign the 
trumped-up death-warrant in 1757 
for Admiral Byng, "to encourage 
the others" (he was thrown off the 
Board); Admiral Sir Michael de 
Courby, Who commanded the South 
American stat ion early in the last 
century and gave large unofficial 
help to the South American Repub-
licans in revolt against imperial 
Spain, and Admiral Sir Francis 
Beaufort, designed of the Beaufort 
wind scale, who on his great pio-
neering hydrographic voyages re-
fused to annex newly-charted lands 
to Britain, seeing his job as hydro-
grapher as tha t of a scientist 
working for human progress ra ther 
than as tha t of an imoerial bandit. 

by 
J. de C. IRELAND 

GAOLTACHT 
SIGNS PULLED 

DOWN 
^ BAD blow to the tourists, 

said the gardai in Conne-
mara and West Kerry, com-
menting on the recent destruc-
tion of signposts in these areas. 
The work of vandals, said some 
of the local hotel-keepers. How-
ever, people in the Irish 
language movement have a 
different story. 

It seems there was system in the 
signposts destroyed in these Gael-
tacht areas. English signposts only 
were knocked down in Connemara 
and bilingual ones in Kerry — bi-
lingual ones which had the English 
versions of place-names in m u c h 
larger script t h a n the Irish. Large 
English place-names in areas where 
Irish is spoken and which have 
been Irish-speaking for millenia, 
where all the local people know the 
towns and townlands by their Irish 
names and where there is much re-, 
sentment at these signs being 
foisted o n them by the tourist-
hunters. 

The English-worded signposts in 
the Dingle area were destroyed one 
night by a team f r o m Cork, as-
sisted by some of the local people. 
"We are completely exasperated at 
the way the Oaeltacht is being 
treated," said one of them. "If 
they want to h^ve signposts here 
they had better call the places the 
names we call them." Either t ha t 
or no signposts at a l l , s a y t h e 

people of the Oaeltacht. 

t LREADY in the 17th century, 
the first af ter the conquest, 

Irishmen were serving in the Bri-
tish Navy in all the categories men-
tioned above. When the Penal 
Laws followed the surrender of 
Limerick the number of old Irish 
names in the list of Royal Navy 
officers grew. These men were 
converts to Anglicism, most if not 
all small landowners willing to pre-
serve their privileges by service with 
the conqueror: no Catholic was offi-
cially permitted to be a Royal Naval 
officer. 

When Charles Edward Stuart 
landed to lead the Scots in revolt 
in 1745, the complicated naval 
operations reveal the names not 
only of the many Irish seamen in 
French service helping him (of 
whom more in another article), but 
of a senior British naval officer, 
Capt. O'Bryan, who played an im-
portant part in frustrat ing the re-
volt. 

Mr. Ireland is Secretary of the 
Maritime Institute of Ireland 
but the views expressed in these 
articles are strictly personal 
and in no way involve the Insti-

tute to the slightest edgree. 

Later in the century Admiral Mac-
Bride, f rom Ballymoney, was re-
sponsible for the first British occu-
pation of the Falkland Isles. Early 
in the 19th century Donat O'Brien, 
later Admiral, had a fantast ic 
career of adventure, escaping from 
a French prison camp, crossing half 
Europe to the Adriatic, jumping 
into a frigate 's landing party's boat 
and putt ing off to Hoste's famous 
squadron to participate brilliantly 
in a score of well-known naval 
actions. 

A few years later, in the same 
waters, Capt. John Talbot of Mala-
hide, in H.M.S. Victorious, whose 
mother was an O'Reilly, defeated 
France's Rivoli in the most cele-
brated and hard-fought single-ship 
action of the Napoleonic wars in 
the* Mediterranean area. Many 
relics of the action can still be seen 
at Malahide Castle. 

Talbot's sight was saved by his 
ship's surgeon, O'Meara, who later 
accompanied Napoleon in his exile. 
Many Irish naval surgeons are re-
corded at the time. 

K- V V 
r p H E S E O'Bryans, O'Briens, Mac-

Brides and Talbots were con-
sciously building the monstrosity 
that stifled so many s i g h s for free-
dom in every continent in the days 
when Britannia ruled the waves, 
the great British Empire. 

Under them served, whether con-
scripted or in search of adventure 
or of their daily bread, literally, 
hundreds of ordinary Irish seamea 
In 1801, for instance, a small squad, 
ron of two frigates, a gunboat and 
a cutter was operating in the 
Adriatic for the British. There were 
103 Irish seamen in the four ships, 
between a f i f th and a sixth of all 
their crews. 

In Nelson's Victory a t Trafalgar 
there were 63 Irishmen among her 
crew of 663. (Nelson hated this 
country with a conscious malice, 
as several of his words and deeds 
can prove). Among many ordinary 
Irishmen in Talbot's Victorious was 
James Daley, whose leg was shot 
off at the hip. For him, O'Meara 
could do nothing. 

But it is to the everlasting credit 
of the ordinary Irish seaman that 
wherever there were movements of 
revolt on board H.M. ships against 
the vicious disciplinary system that 
gave brutal aristocratic officers 
literally powers of life and death 
over their subordinates, against the 
inhuman conditions on board Bri-
tish warships, against the constant 
arrears of pay and the almost com-
plete lack of leave; even, at mo-
ments, against everything that the 
Royal Navy, the very motive power 
of empire, stood for, there In the 
forefront were seamen from Ireland. 

As early as 1799 in the French 
Revolutionary wars the Admiralty 

was receiving reports f rom Water-
iord of the insolence of Irish naval 
surgeons who refused to serve for 
less than £30 a year and 6 8 a 
cure. In 1797 the British Navy was 
paralysed by the great mutinies at 
Spithead and the Nore. Of the 
33 delegates of the Fleet who led 
the Spithead mutiny, four were 
Irish born—A.B. Patrick Glynn of 
Dublin. Midshipman Patrick Dug-
gan of Waterford, Quartermaster 
William Anderson of Dublin, and 
Quarter-Gunner Denis Lawyer of 
Kildare. 

The names of five others suggest 
Irish origins, A total of 16,515 
Irishmen joined the navy between 
1793 and 1796, and the number 
serving in 1797 is variously calcu-
lated as between one-twelfth and 
one-eighth of the whole force. 

Joyce, one of the Spithead lead-
ers, Jersey-born, was dubbed by 
Burke, who blamed the whole move-
ment on his despised fellow-country-
men, "a notorious Belfast clubbist." 
Certainly the ideals of the United 
Irishmen were not foreign to the 
aims and tactics of the hundreds 
of Irish seamen who joined hands 
with radically-minded British sea-
men to create two short-lived float-
ing republics out of two proved 
royal fleets of H.M. King George III. 

Among the leaders a t the Nore 
were Edward Cavenagh of H.M.S. 
Hector, Charles McCarthy of H.M.S. 
Sandwich and Denis Sullivan of 
H.M.S. Leopard. The two latter 
were executed. The report of the 
trials thai; followed the defeat of 
the mutiny resounds with Irish 
names. 

9 9 V 
I T is gratifying thM almost the 

only public figure in Britain to 
stand up for the mutineers was the 
Irishman Richard Brinsley Sheri-
dan, Gra t tan ' s friend. In his great 
speech to the House of Commons 
on the Spithead mutiny, Sheridan, 
who was wail versed in naval 
affairs, used refreshing language all 
too rarely heard in the Mother of 
Parliaments. 

A Minister's promise, he declared, 
ought to be-as good as a directive 
vote from Parliament, but "it was 
not wonderful that the sailors 
thought otherwise, for they judged 
more of what Parliament ought to 
be. than what it really was by its 
modern practice." 

His proposal of a commission of 
enquiry to lay bare the causes of 
the mutiny was ignored. 

it it it 
r P H E R E were other mutinies in 
-L the British Navy besides the 

two great upheavals. H.M.S. Her-
mione was taken over by her crew 
in the Caribbean in September 1797 
and sailed to a Spanish-controlled 
port. One of the leading mutineers 
was thus described in a poster cir-
culated by the British authorities 
in the West Indies; "Thomas Nash, 
an I r ishman, one of the Forecastle 
men, about 5 feet 10 inches high, 
dark complexion; long ha i r . . ." 
and another, by a writer in the 
Nautical Research Society's "Mari-
ner's Mirror" in 1955, thus : — 

"A strange and dramatic figure 
. . . Laurence Cronin, the sur-
geon's mate. . . . He was a 
Republican. . . . He was never 
caught to stand his trial, so the 
references to him are disappoint-
ingly meagre." 
Then there was H.M.S. Danae. 

She was patrolling off the Breton 
coast in March 1800. The brutality 
of this frigate's commander and 
the Republican sentiments of some 
of her crew led to a mutiny on 
board, and the ship was successfully 
sailed into a French Republican 
port. The notorious captain, who 
thus ingloriously became a prisoner-
of-war, was Lord Proby, bearer of 
a name not unknown in the annals 
of Brit ish spoliation of Ireland even 
to this very day. Among the 37 
leading mutineers several Irish 
names figure. 

When in 1948 the Maritime Insti-
tute of Ireland was preparing evi-
dence for the Commission on Popu-
lation a n d Emigration, it found 
that more than 8,000 Ir ishmen were 
then serving in the British mer-

c h a n t navy. There must be nearly 
as many still, and still hundreds 
of Irishmen in the Royal Navy. 

Ireland could do with the skill 
of all those men. We lost for ever 
those Daleys, Sullivans, McCarthys, 
Cronins and Nashes in the past. 
There is still time for the country's 
democratic forces to devise and get 
put into practice » marit ime policy 
that would bring home their 20th-
century counterparts and make our 
island what she should be, a pros-
perous marit ime nation. 

Immigrants forge unity 
A MOST interesting meeting 

which, true to form, the large 
British daily newspapers ignored, 
was held on September 23rd In the 
Dominion Theatre, Southall, under 
the auspices of the Indian Workers' , 
Association. Over 100 immigrant 
organisations were represented— 
West Indian, Indian and Pakistani, 
in the majority, with delegates and 
observers from such groups as the 
N.C.C.L., Community Relations 
Groups, Oxford Group etc. Debates 
held were of a very high s tandard 
and the day's proceedings culmi-
nated in the formation of a Joint 
Council and Executive Committee 
composed of equal numbers from 
West Indian, Indian and Pakistani 
organisations, one for Africa and 
others from various other group-
ings. 

The Government White Paper on 
Immigration and the just-published 
report of the- Wilson Committee on 
the vexed question of immigrant 
control at the ports were factors 
which led to the calling of this 
widely representative meeting. The 
inspection of Entry Certificates and 
the arbitrary, power of immigration ' 
officials are matters dealt with in the 
Wilson Report which recommends 
the establishment of adjudicators 
and Courts of Appeal and, mos t im-
portantly. expresses the hope tha t 
the Immigrants own organisations 
could help and ass'st. The Joint 
Council formed on September 23rd 
will therefore deal uirectly with the 
Home Office and give a united and 
authoritative voire to the immigrant 
community. 
|V"OT unexpectedly differences be-

tween the organisations came 
to light in the course of the pro-

ceedings — ranging from "Black 
Power" advocates who favoured a 
line of non-recognition of the Home 
Secretary and total rejection of any 
proposals enacting from his Office 
to representatives of semi-religious 
groups appealing for unity on 
spiritual grounds. Mr. Michael 
Dummett of the Campaign Against 
Racial Discrimination who acted as 
chairman of the meeting worked 
tirelessly to give a hearing to all 
views and opinions. The wording 
of resolutions was amended many 
times. 

One of the first actions of the new 
Executive Committee of the Joint 
Council will be to send a deputation 
to the Home Office to discuss the 
Government report. The Council 
will organise regional and local fact-
finding Committees to provide the 
proposed adjudicators with relevant 
information. Great care was taken 
not to set too strict limits to the 
functions of the Council—the door 
is left open for joint action on all 
matters affecting Immigrants and 
coloured workers. 

One effect of the conference on 
an Irish observer was to cause re-
flections on the decisions which 
prevent the Irish organisations In 
Britain from taking united action. 

If other varied immigrant organ-
isations can unite on one issue—in 
this case opposition to port of entry 
restrictions on a colour basis—is it 
too much to hope that the Irish in 
Britain will organise on the issue of 
ending partition and harmonise 
activity on this issue while, by all 
means, promoting their 'own poli-
cies on other matters? 

PATRIOK HENSEY, 
Connolly Association. 



Irish Bookshop 
FIRST FLOOR 

283 GfOlYS INN ROAD 
LONDON, W.C.1 

HAVE MOST THINGS— 
Get Almost Everything! 

THE ROCKS casaDH A N TSUGAIN 

f M f f i i all loyal heroes and 
^ l i r t t m urttt me, 
D(*Pt hire with any farmer till you 

know what your worlf will be; 
Yov j t f r u r W the morning and 

«WKoKWT daylight till dawn, 
An#yM never will be able to plough 

tlfe Roeks of Bawn. 

My shoes they are worn and my 
sttcklhgs th«(y are thin; 

My Mint is always trembling now 
for Mir they might give in, 

My hoait it always trembling now 
frwn clear daylight tllf dawn, 

A nd l never will be able to plough 
, t in Rooks of MM*. 

My curse upon you, Sweeney boy, 
you have me nearly nNMM; 

You're sitting b y the finktMe now, 
yeu^feet'uvim the w m • 

Yotfrr sitting by the fireside now, 
from clear dkytlgm tlH <Mwn-, 

And you never will be able to plough 
the Rocks of Bawn. 

Rite up, Oathmt Sweeney, and get 
y«W horses hay, 

And give them a-good feed of oats 
heron they start away, 

Don't feed them on soft turnip 
sprigs that grow on yon green 
IMVItf 

Or thajf; never wig be aMe to plough 
the Rooks of Bawn. 

• wMl the 8argaMt-Major would 
s* t f for me in tlma, 

Arid' plaoe ma In some regiment, all 
• in my youth and prime, 

I'd light for Ireland's glory now, 
from dear daylight till dawn, 

I would return again to 
plough the Rooks of Bawn. 
lifM -!1— [• • 

CONNOLLY ASSOC'N. 

CENTRAL LONDON 
MEETINGS 

283 Grays Inn Road, W.C.1 

WEDNESDAYS, 8 p.m. 

4 Oot.—Desmond Greaves: 
"History of the C.A." 

11 Oct.—Brendan Sinnott: 
'Tree Trade and E.E.C." 

18 Oct.—Cllr. L. P. O'Connor 
(Former Mayor of Camden) 
"The Irish in Britain " 

25 Oot.—Mr. & Mrs. Shields : 
Colour Slides of Ireland. 

ALL FRIENDS WELCOME 

A R l n a bhfeart cad do chas san duthaigh seo me 
Is gur mo chailin deas a gheobhainn im duthaighin beag fein, 

Gur casadh me isteach mar a raibh searc agus gradh mo chleibh, 
Is gur cuir an tsean-bhean amach le casadh'an tsugain me. 

Curfa: Ma bhionn tu liom bi Mom 
B1 liom a stoirin mo ohrotdhe 
Ma bhionn tu liom bi liom 
Bi liom os comhair an tsaoghal -f 

Ma bhionn tu 'liom M liom 
v. -

i ng&c orlaoh i do chroidhe 
'SO'mo lean le fonn mach liom thu 
De Domhnaigh mar* mhnaoi. 

Ta mo cheannsa liath le blain is ni le criiinnacht e 
Ni beathaidh na brfeithre na braithre pesa domhan sceal 
Is taim id dhiadh le bliadhahi is gan fail agam ort fein 
Is gur geall le fia me ar sliabh go mbeadh gair con 'na dhiaidh. 

Do threbhfainn, d'fhuirsfinn, chaifinn siol ins a ohre 
•s do dheanfainn obair shocair, alalnn, mhin, reidh, 
Do chuifinn cru fen each is mire shiuil rtamh* ar fear 
Is na healodh bean le fear na deanfadh-san fein. 

"Before that time," said he with 
pride, 

"My fathers rode, where now 
they ride 

As Rapparees, before the time 
Of trouble and O'Hanlon." 

"Goodnight to you, and God be 
with 

The tellers of the tale and 
myth, 

For they are of the spirit-stuff 
That rides-With Count O'Han-

lon." 

"Goodnight to you," said L, "and 
God 

Be with the charges, fairy shod, 
That bear the Ulster heroes 

forth 
To ride with Count O'Han-

lon." 

On Douglas Bridge we parted, 
but 

The Gap of Dreams is never 
shut 

To one whose saddled soul to-
night 

Rides out with Count O'Han-
lon. 

Francis Carlin. 

BOOK R E V I E W W I L P E S OSCAR 
"THE PARENTS OF OSCAR 

WILDI," by Terence de Vere 
White (Hodder & Stoughton, 
45/-). 

^jlHE publishers describe this 
book as "not only a study of 

two extraordinary, gifted and ec-
centric beings, but also a history 
of t h e Victorian age in Ireland," 
and certainly the reader with an 
interest in things Irish will find it 
more rewarding that he who de-
sires primarily fresh information 
on the background of Oscar Wilde. 

It is unlikely that such a 
thorough study would have been 
undertaken had Sir William and 
Lady Wilde not been the parents 
of the notorious Oscar; but neither 
would they have excited the in-
terest of the biographer had they 
no other claim to fame than that. 
It is difficult t o imagine anyone 
undertaking a major study of, say, 
the parents of Bernard Shaw. 

William Wilde, Oscar's father, is 
the more interesting of the two. De-
scribed by Dr. T. G. Wilson in 
"Victorian Doctor" as one of the 
two greatest English-speaking aur-
lsts of his time he is given the 
chief credit for initiating mastoid 
surgery and is celebrated in medi-
cal history by "Wilde's incision," a 
method of draining the abcess out-
wards through the skin. He was a 
man of tremendous energy who 

"did with all his might whatever 
he put his hand to." 

His travels in Spain, Portugal, 
Africa and the Middle East resul-
ted in his writing, at the age of 
23," a fascinating book "Narrative of 
a Voyage," which, if a little ful-
some, reveals a mind of inexhaust-
able curiosity. Possessing a re-
markable memory, he was interes-
ted in everything from archeologi-
cal antiquities to women's * eye-
lashes, and was knighted in 1864, 
at the age of 49, for his part in 
the medical census of 1841 and the 
important national census begun 
in 1851. 

He is known to have had at 
least three illegitimate children, 
and his association with Mary 
Josephine Travers, the daughter of 
a doctor, involved the family in a 
libel case that curiously resembled 
the famous trial of Oscar at the 
end of the century. He was a re-
markable and brilliant man; b u t 
like Oliver St ,)ohn Gogarty, whom 
he resembled in many ways, he re-
mains finally unsympathetic. 

His wife, the poetess Speranza, 
was a curious specimen. A woman 
who "could reconcile knighthoods 
and royal favours with patriotic 
enthusiasms," she might have 
established a permanent place for 
herself In the history of her 
country's struggle for independence 

had her loyalty to Ireland been less 
romantically based and her attach-
ment to her class less deeply in-
grained. 

A S a widow, with circumstances 
much reduced since her hus-

band's death in 1876, she tried to 
maintain the "dignity" that had 
been characteristic of h e r whole 
life and on one occasion made a 
spirited refusal of a pension of 
£200 because she would be expected 
to be loyal, orthodox and moral, 
and to praise the English! "jamais," 
she wrote to Oscar, "My descend-
ing to this level. Fancy? I have 
stood a priestess at the altar of 
freedom." That last remark is 
characteristic—and revealing. 

Mr. de Vere White writes with 
wit and his book is full of Interest-
ing bits of information about many 
of the characters such as Mitchell, 
Isaac Butt and Charles Gavan 
Duffy who figures so prominently 
in nineteenth century Irish history. 
Unfortunately he falls into the 
biographer's bad habit of trying to 
explain too much from genealogy, 
as though all men's actions were 
determined by hereditary endow-
ments; but this observation is the 
only real criticism of an Interest-
ing, enjoyable and well-written 
book. The notes are useful and full 
and the many plated are beautiful. 
It is a book to read and possess. 

VINCENT MAHON 

Whefe the 
grass grows 

green 
I'M Denny Blake from County 

Clare 
Anil here at your command 

To sing a song in praise of home 
And my own native land; 

Tvfestfttgl tO"foreign*countries 
And in many climes I've been, 

But my heart is still with Erin 
Where the grass grows green. 

CHORUS: 
I love my native country 
Where the colleens are serene 
No, I can't forget old Ireland 
Where the grass grows green. 

Poor Pat is often painted 
With a ragged coat and hat, 

His heart and hospitality 
Has much to do with that; 

Let slanderers say what they will 
They cannot call him mean, 

Sure a stranger's always welcome 
Where the grass grows green. 

He is foolish, but not vicious, 
His faults I wont defend, 

His purse to help the orphan 
His life to serve a friend, 

He'll give without a murmur, 
So his follies try and screen 

For there's noble hearts in Erin 
Where the grass grows green. 

Tis true he has a weakness 
For a drop of sofnethfng pure, 

But that's a slight debility 
That many more endure; 

He's full of fun, He's witty, 
But his wit is not too keen, 

For there's feeling hearts in Erin 
Where the grass grows green. 

There is not a true-born irishman 
Wherever he may be 

But loves the little Emerald Isle 
That sparkles ofr the sea. 

May the sun of bright prosperity 
SKIne peaceful and serene, 

And bling better days to Erin 
Where the grass grows green. 

A PLAY TO SEE 
OfHAN* FRIEL'S much-acclaimed 

play, "Philadelphia Here I 
Cornel" recently opened In London's 
Lyric Theatre. It was one of the 
successes of the 1964 Dublin Theatre 
Festival and then Ifed'a successful 
run on Broadway. Patrick Bedford, 
0offal Donnelly, Malrln D. O'Sulli-
van and Eatncm Kelly, who were in 
the original oast, are In the London 
production. 

It is a very good play and should 
not be missed. 8et in the rooms be-
hind a general store In a small 
Donegal town. Gareth O'Donnell, 
son of the owner, is off to Philadel-
phia the next morning. Why is he 
going? This is the theme of the 
plfty. is It boredom with small-town 
life, of because his girl married 
another? But as the play unfolds, 
Gareth's relationship with his 
widowed father becomes dominant. 
There is a total lack of communica-
tion between them, apart from the 
mundane affairs of running the 
store. 

R. FRIEL'S device of using two 
actors to play Gareth is most 

successful; Here one must mention 
the outstanding performances of 
Patrick Bedford as the public 
Gareth and Dona! Donnelly as 
Gareth in private. The author is 
able to present the character as he 
is outwardly, while simultaneously 
revealing his Inner feelings, douhts, 
dreams and fantasies. 

In an outstanding cast one re- -
members the two principals, and 
also Mairin D. O'Sullivan and 
Madge Ryan, as Gareth's American 
aunt. Hilton Edwards' direction is 
unobtrusive but skilful. One would 
not wish to give the imnresslon that 
this is a sad play. Oh the contrary, 
it Is highly amusing and entertain-
ing. It Is well worth a visit. 

S.R. 

A-riding with O'Hanlon." 

October 1967 

THE FINDING OF MOSES 
^^H, come all ye bold geographers and listen to a lay 

That i have got about a spot as is many miles away; 
Sure it's not about sweet Gurteen or the Flower of County Down, 
But a foreign place contagious to King Pharaoh's native town. 

At a spot in Egypt's land that's right convenient to the Nile, 
Old Pharaoh's daughter with her maids went out to bathe in style, 
"Oh, come now strip off me duds," says she, and that was speedy d o n e -
It was gettin' them back on again that used to start the fun. 

Well, when that she had had her bathe she tramped back to the land 
And for to dry her royal pelt she ran along the sand, 
Till stumbling by a bullrush clump and lookin' down she found 
A smiling little babby in a basket on the ground. 

She was desperate fond of childer as was more than plain to see, 
For she cried "Sweet babe, the Nile you'll lave, and come along with me." 
The child so mild just gave a smile and her wish did not deny, 
Though young in speech within its reach it had a powerful cry. 

She took him back to Pharaoh who said "What's this, me child?' 
"Sure I call him Moses, Sir," she said, "for I took him from the Nile." 
Poor old Pharaoh he got flustered and the maid stood in a hush; 
"Ah, that's new to me says Pharaoh, what about the gooseberry bush?" 

"Whose child is this?," he cried and raised his royal eyes aloft, 
Bi|t the girls just sniffed and winked their eyes and said "You're quare 

and soft." 
And they made no more palaver till he screeched out quare and wild 
"Ah, now, tare an' ages, tell me girls, which of yez owns the child?" 

THE BALLAD 
OF DOUGLAS 

BRIDGE 
(Celebrating the memory of Red-
mond O'Hanlon, the outlawed rebel 
leader of the 1641 period, who led 
King Charles I's forces many a 

dance). 

On Douglas Bridge I met a man 
Who lived adjacent to Strabane 
Before the English hung h i m 

high 
For riding with O'Hanlon. 

The eyes of him were just as 
fresh 

As when they burned within 
the flesh, 

And his bootlegs were wide 
apart 

From riding with O'Hanlon. 

"God save you sir," I said with 
fear ; 

"You seem to be a stranger 
here." 

"Not I," said he, "nor any man 
Who rides with Count O'Han-

lon." 

"Before that time," said he to 
me, 

"My fathers owned the land 
you see; 

But now they are among the 
moors 

THE JOLLY 
PLOUGHBOY 

OH, I am a jolly ploughboy 
And I ploughed the fields all 
day 

Till a sudden thought came to my 
mind 

That I should roam away. 
For I've always hated slavery 
Since the day that I was born, 
And I'm oil to join the I.R.A. 
And I'm off tomorrow morn. 

Chorus: 
Oh we're off to Dublin in the 

Green, in the Green, 
Where the helmets glisten in 

the sun, 
Where the bayonets flash and 

the rifles crash 
To the echo of a Thompson 

gun. 

I'll leave behind my old grey coat, 
I'll leave behind my plough, 
I'll leave behind my horse and yoke 
For no more I'll need them now. 
But I'll take my short revolver 
And my bandolier of lead, 
For live or die, I can but try 
To avenge my country's dead. 

There's one I leave behind me 
She's the one that I adore, 
Arid I wonder if she'll think of me 
When she hears the cannon roar. 
And when the war is over 
And poor old Ireland's free 
I'll take her to the church to wed 
And a rebel's wife she'll be. 
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THE BEST OF 
C0HN0LLY' 

"THE BEST OF CONNELLY," 
edited toy Proinsias Mac 
Aongbusa and Liam 0 Rea-
gain (Mercier Press, to/ - ) . 

rPHE more one reads the writ-
J- ings of Connolly and learns of 
his activities in relation to the 
period in .which he lived the more 
impressed, one becomes by his poli-
tical stature, his powers of social 
analysis and his r61e as a leader. 
He was by any standard of mea-
surement one of the most out-
standing figures the working-class 
movement has produced in any 
country -of the world. He had the 
supreme qualities of genius. As 
an Englishman, I never think of 
him but .with a sense of deep shame 
that he died at the hands of a 
British firing squad. 

The publication of any collection 
of the writings of Connolly, is to 
be welcomed, particularly when the 
price is sufficiently low to place 
the volume within the reach of 
working men and women. It is 
good, therefore, to see that a 200-
page collection of Connolly's writ-
ings have been published as a 
paperback under the title of "The 
Best of Connolly." 

Lj^ACH of us, of course, will have 
J our own view as to what should 

be included in a selection of Con-
nolly's writings. It would be easy 
to be critical of a selection because 
one's own favourite passages have 
been omitted. The selection in 
this paperback is not entirely the 
selection I would personally have 
preferred. This, however, is not 
a serious point of difference. Con-
nolly's writings were so clear that 
almost any selection would convey 
the profundity of his outlook and 
his sterling personal qualities. 

Connolly was the.first socialist in 
these islands, and one of the first 
in the world, to understand the 
relationship between the struggle 
for national independence against 
foreign rule and the struggle of the 
workers for socialism. These two 
facets of the struggle for human 
liberation and the relationship be-
tween them have become of greater 
importance with every passing 
year since the time when Connolly 
was developing his ideas. 

To have developed his theories 
on this subject more than half a 
oentury ago, *nd to have done it 
with an -eRtremely limited formal 
education, was an almost incre-
dible aohievement. This alone 
would have made him one of the 
most significant of all socialist 
thinkers. 

This, however, was not the only 
contribution of Connolly. He ana-
lysed the nature of capitalism and 
described it in words which are 
understandable to ordinary Work-
ing men and women. He linked 
his study of the nature of capi-
talism with , his practical work in 
the trade union movement. The 
economic struggle, he said—inci-
dentally,,in one of his articles not 
included In this volume—Is the 
preparatory school and training-
ground for socialists. 

It was the duty of socialists, he 
continued,jto help guide along right 
lines the efforts of the workers to 
choose the correct kind of organ-
isation to.fight their battles in the 
conflict with employers. Connolly 
was never a narrow trade unionist 
concerned only with wages and 
conditions. He sought always to 
broaden the struggle from economic 
objectives. He was a political trade 
unionist. 

r l 1 0 those of us brought up in 
' a non-Catholic country, the 

writings of Connolly teach how to 
discuss political problems with 
workers who have strong religious 

THE DARK EDGE OF EUROPE 
"TIME STOPPED," by Ewart 

Mi lne (Plow Poems, 35/-). 
" T H E D A R K E D G E O F 

E U R O P E : POEMS," by 
Desmond O'Grady (McGib-
bon & Kee, 25/-). 

M 

convictions. Because we are often 
unfamiliar with this kind of dis-
cussion, we can make mistakes of 
approach' which are likely to anta-
gonise rather than to attract work-
ers with religious convictions. 

Connolly showed how on the basis 
of Catholic social teaching it is 
possible to make devastating criti-
cisms of capitalist society. By em-
ploying this method of Connolly, it 
is possible to start a discussion on 
the basis of certain common 
ground. All too often discussions 
of this kind can degenerate into 
pointless arguments because there 
appears to be an inseparable gulf 
between the participants. 

But Connolly was not only a 
writer. He was also a man of 
action. By reading his articles, 
and by studying the history in the 
times in which he lived, we can 
gain some appreciation of the prac-
tical part he played in the trade 
union, labour and nationalist move-
ments of his time. 

I am always enthusiastic to en-
oourage any fellow citizen to read 
James Connolly. This new volume 
will Introduce Connolly to a wider 
oirole of readers. 

J. E. MORTIMER 
(Editor, 'The Draughtsman') 

NEW IRISH POEMS 

JR. EWART MILNE is the only 
Irish poet who has written 

reviewed by 

AUSTIN CLARKE 
i 
consistently for many years on 
social conditions in his country; 
that is to say, in the South of 
Ireland, for Northern Ireland shares 
all the benefits of the Welfare 
State. His new book, described as 
"a poem sequence with prose inter-
missions." is different. It is a 
remarkable work and may remind 
some readers of that neglected 
cycle of "near-sonnets" by George 
Meredith, "Modern Love,'' about 
his first unhappy marriage. In 
a terse foreword, Mr. Milne writes: 

It has been said that we make 
poetry out of conflict with our-
selves: but every man is par t of 
those he loves and those who 
love him—and poetry is born of 
conflict with these, and with 
those he casts out. 

It is a tragic story of a husband 
who finds out—after her death— 
that his wife had deceived him. The 
poem is written in a variety of 
measures, ranging from semi-free 
to rhymed stanzas. The account of 
the death of his wife, whom he 
loved and still loves, is set down 
with the matter-of-factness of a 
death-certificate:— 

In nineteen sixty-four the United 
States Medical Council 

Decreed that cigarette smoking 
constituted a health hazard 

And would cause death from lung 
cancer; in that year, 

In that summer, in that Septem-
ber when you died 

The stricken widower recalls pain-
fully the past— 

He accepted my hospitality as his 
colleague and friend 

Right hand for me for you angling 
his^.left „ 

For your handouts, your cheque 
book, yourself. 

"Time Stopped" ends on a tragic 
note:— 

We can pit ourselves against life 
All its terrors and hazards 
But not death 
Not the silence. 

Desmond O'Grady, who is one 
of the bestiknown of the younger 
Irish school, teaches in Rome, in 
his new book, "The Dark Edge of 
Europe," he records his gloomy im-
pressions on his visits home to 
Limerick, for little has changed in 
his opinion, except for the worst. 
He has a gift for striking" phrases: 

Unwinking eyes of saints and 
and hushed confession queue— 

For one loud nervous boot 
Of frightened heart; 
! felt the Churcheyed, fidget fear 

of schooltied youth. 

A . 
ND here is a glimpse of a 
Dublin slum:— 

At the corner of Ship Street and 
Golden Lane, 

on the top floor over MacHugh's 
public house, 

the straw brass bed's left de-
serted— 

The wardrobe door claps in the 
the void, 

table and shelves cleared of books 
and belongings, 

the firegrate stuffed with stale 
fish-and-chips 

and a dry whiskey bottle. 
Finger-rubber into the window-

pane dust; 
Reiily Rotted Here. 

The disillusioned poet returns to 
the Continent. 

In this park by the sea, marvel-
lous 

As marble, under the fronded 
green of the palms, 

The sun strafing 
The stones with flat tracers of 

light, water like mercury 
Tinnular out of the fountain; 
You come to me out of the gold-

stained day like a word— 

The title of this poem is "Girl 
and Widow on a Sea Park Bench." 

Robert Lowell and other leading 
poets in the United States have been 
abandoning free verse as an un-
satisfactory medium and are re-
turning to the discipline of regular 
metre and rhyme. Many of Mr. 
O'Grady's pieces are rhymed but 

the longer ones are in free verse. 
Like Mr. Milne, he keeps his free 
verse going by the use of vivid 
imagery, as in Arrival the Capital': 

After the five-hour flight, the con-
fusion 

Of stepping out to shake hands 
with the past. 

No-one to meet since nobody 
knows. 

Almost a foreigner. 
And to give another example— 

Secure as a diplomat in the taxi's 
corner, I glide 

Through the suburban morning. 
He records the signs of stagnation: 

Mothers 
strealing. Fronded canals clotted. 

Young men, idle, backs to 
street-corners, unemployment, 
emigration. 

The Dublin Corporation has been 
busy pulling down as much of 
Georgian Dublin as they dare, and 
they are now threatening the tree-
lined Grand Canal with its swans 
and old-world atmosphere. Many 
of the Victorian houses along its 
banks have been bulldozed and re-
placed by lofty office buildings of 
business firms. The Corporation 
proposes to fill in the canal and give 
us a motorway with a main sewer 
beneath it—for the moment this 
obnoxious plan has been stayed. 

Mr. O'Grady disregards the in-
creasing prosperity of our new 
middle class, which has been stimu-
lated by our well-rewarded politi-
cians. In the first week of his 

retirement some months ago, Mr. 
Lemass collected six directorships 
on the boards of business compa-
nies; in the second week the 
number had reached nine. 

In the ever-spreading suburbs of 
Greater Dublin, the status symbol 
of respectability a few years ago 
was Venetian blinds, which were 
drawn in the daytime as well as 
in the night so as to impress the 
passers-by. Now the status symbol 
is a boat in the front garden, pre-
ferably with out-rigged motor-
engine. 

Unfortunately most of our youn-
ger poets and novelists are in the 
United States; some of them com-
mute between home and abroad; 
others are residential writers in 
provincial universities across the 
Atlantic. 

Over half a million has been spent 
on the new Abbey Theatre and the 
underground Peacock. The latter is 
unique-. It can seat only about 200 
people, but it has 104 spotlights 
which are a sheer folly, for if a 
third of them were used together 
they would dazzle the entire audi-
ence unless they wore sun-glasses. 
At the touch of a button, the audi-
torium in this small theatre can 
be switched round and transformed 
into an arena theatre with a stage 
in the middle—no doubt for a 
Bunny show to entertain tired 
businessmen and tourists. 

Not a penny of the great sum 
of public money expended has been 
apportioned in the way of grants 
for the poet-playwrights who are 
to provide the material for the 
stage. Other poets who want to 
follow the fine example of Ewart 
Milne, John Montague and Des-
mond O'Grady, have plenty of local 
subjects for satire. 

"IRISH AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION : ITS VOLUME & 
STRUCTURE, by Raymond 
D. Grotty (Cork University 
Press, 42/-). 

T3ROFESSOR JOHNSTON, re-
viewing this in the "Irish 

Times," wrote that it was ".. the 
book to end the necessity of 
any more books about Irish 
agriculture . ." and the present 
reviewer agrees. 

Crotty analyses the economic 
history of Ireland and comes to 
the conclusion that \yith unerring 
regularity when governments' have 
introduced measures with the inten-
tion of doing harm they have in 
fact done good, and vice-versa. Two 
examples from different centuries 
are the Cattle Acts of the 17th 
century and the .Calved Heifer 
Scheme of the 20th; ,the former 
Stimulated the provision trade and 
.hejped .to fprm the basis of the 
relative prosperity of the.latter.part 
of the 18th century, while the lat-
ter depressed the price, of calves to 
the small farmer and contributed 
directly to the current agricultural 
unrest. 

/"tROTTY'S indictment of the 
^ social economics of the bul-
lock on the hoof" tradition is tersely 
summed up in the following quota-
tion (p.2041:— 

"When they were setting tar-
gets of a 43 .per cent increase in 
cattle and a 17 per cent decline 
in the people of the countryside, 
the truly awesome -thought does 
not appear to have occurred to 
the planners of the Republic that 
in only one previously recorded 
decade did change of this order 
and nature take place in the 
cattle and human populations of 
Ireland. The decade was 1841-
1851." 
Crotty produces a proposal for 

a Land Tax on all holdings above 
30 acres at a level equivalent to 
the current value of conacre. This 
would have the effect of getting all 
the presently under-utilised exten-
sive-grazing land into Intensive pro-

duction, and raising the output of 
Irish agriculture to the level of 
those farms which at present de-
pend on taking conacre. 

This would involve a doubling of 
the production of Irish agriculture 
and .would of course pose marketing 
problems, but not insuperable ones, 
as much of the extra production 
would be taken up by the increased 
urban industrial population neces-
sary ,to ,product the industrial needs 
of the booming agriculture. He 
works out the consequential effects 
in some detail and makes a very 
convincing case that should ,be 
studied, very carefully by anyone 
concerned, in drawing up a radical 
agricultural programme. 

In tact a full-scale article based 
on-Chapter 10 would be of decided 
benefit to -readers who wish to 
know the potential (if well gov-
erned) of the land and the economy 
from which they have been forced 
to emigrate. 

c ROTTY used to work in the 
' Economic .Research Institute 

when Nevin was there. Crotty 
and Nevin constituted a centre of 
radical scepticism at the time -when 
the First and Second programmes 
were in gestation in the Department 
of Finance. 

This centre then moved off to 
Aberystwyth, where it maintained a 
steady stream of criticism by means 
of letters to the Press. It is a pity 
that it was not allowed to remain 
in Ireland, as there is a great need 
for informed and competent criti-
cism of the economic Establishment. 

Perhaps if this book gets the at-
tention it deserves, there will be 
a drift back of the people con-
cerned These battles must be 
fought out on the spot It Is in-
creasingly possible to do so now, 
as the Establishment, in order to 
know what is going on, is prepared 
to tolerate technically competent 
people, in its .midst even if they 
have the occasional radical idea. 

This book ,is -a must tor anyone 
seriously interested in -Hash rural 
economics. 

4 U . 

GAELIC 
"OUNTUS CAINNTE" Is 

£i return's title for its M w « r o -
gramme of .slamshtsry Irish tognns 
now starting for Mm WInUr months. 
.Every stwnlng tbora will be a law 
minutes' Irish lesson at peak view-
ing time after the news. Wh*n4Ms 
was announood there were Joud.pro-
tests from the anti-Irish lobby. 
More compulsion; more Irish M n g 
rammed down our throats; more 
timo to be taken from the horse 
operas and Hollywood serials, and 
so on and so forth, ad nauseam. 

Now Telofls Eireann announces 
that the entire first printing—50,000 
ooples—of the booklet accompanying 
the series was sold out, and thou-
sands of people have been disap-
pointed to find that they oannot 
obtain It in time for the ftrst 
lessons. 

Airs. 
doesn't like 

James Joyce 

V LYSSES," the film adap ta -
tion of James Joyce's fa-

mous novel, will not be screened 
in Belfast, by a deciskm^ipf t h e 
City Council. 

The Republican Labour Party 
proposed a motion that the film be 
permitted for people over 21. The 
film itself was not immoral or cor-
rupt, said Alderman Gerry Fitt, 
M P., even though there were some 
vulgar or offensive words. 

But Mrs. Eileen Paisley, one of 
the newly-elected members of the 
Council, did not want '.'dirt from 
Dublin" as she put it, brought into 
Belfast, and the view she took 
carried the day. Dirt is dirt, but 
Dublin dirt is dirtier! 



C.A. P U N S FOR 

ITTHE Standing Committee of the 
i Connolly Association meeting 

on October 1st discussed plans for 

Connolly's birth oil Julie 5th l868. 
The "Irish Democrat" will carry 

special articles each month on one 
or other aspect of Connolly's life 

The; Association proposes to make 
Connolly the subject of its annual 
meeting in Trafalgar Square. „ 

Support will be given -to all 

similar to those arranged by the 
Edinburgh Trades Council. Speaker* 
will bezant all^over^the country. 

tees in?citles T ^ S ^ ^ a r e ^ n ^ h t 
otherwise be no co-ordinated cpm-
m ^ S ? t t e I a l s b the probability that 
a contest will he announced in 
which a prize will be offered for the 
best one-act play, poem, ballad or 
political essay bearing on Connolly's 

BANTRY MEM 
50 O N STRIKE 

October 1967 

MARTYRS' 
CEILI IN 

LIVERPOOL 
T H E recently re-organised L i v e r -
• pool organisation of the 01 d 

l.R.A. held a highly successful 
Ceili in the Irish Centre, Mount 
Pleasant, Liverpool on Thursday 
September 28th. The master of 
ceremonies was Mr. Sean Butler. 

The musicians, who came from 
Manchester, included the veteran 
traditional fiddler, Mr. Bernard 
Watters, a member of the Connolly 
Association who was treasurer in 
Manchester for something ap-
proaching fifteen years. 

Also familiar to Manchester C.A. 
members would have been Miss 
Kathleen O'Reilly and h e r young 
dancers, who made t h e tedious 
journey across Lancashire to assist 
a good cause. 

Among those present were Mrs. 
Mackay, President of the Centre, 
and an old 1916 Cumann na mBan 
flgter in the Four Courts together 
with her daughter Miss Roisin 
Mackay. Among thet many other 
veterans present were Messrs. Sean 
MeCann, Secretary Sean Ferrigan, 
Joe Martin, Michael Predergast, 
Jim MaoNanoe, Chris Bennett and 
Peter O'Hanlon. 

Among forthcoming events an-
nounced were the centenary walk 
from St. Patricks to Moston ceme-
tery for the laying of a wreath on 
the martyrs' cenotaph, and the 
week previous the unveiling of the 
plaque on the site of Salford jail. 

It was announoed that a "Save 
the West Committee' has been 
established in Liverpool and that 
a Social Evening Is to be held at 
Halloween, Tuesday, October 31st. 
Particulars can be obtained from 
the Irish Centre. 

Henry Joy 
McCracken 

' Centenary 
A N important centenary being 

celebrated presently in Belfast 
is that of Henry Joy McCracken, in 
connection with which Mr. Fred 
Heatley has produced in a beauti-
fully produced sixty-page booklet a 
comprehensive a n d workmanlike 
biography. 

The McCrackens were of Scottish 
Covenanter stick who fled the per-
secutions and settled in Lisburn. 
The Joy family are in one account 
described as Chichester planters 
from,. 43evon, in the other as 
Huguenots fleeing from France. 

Having weighed the pros a n d 
cons and given much detail Mr. 
Heatley turns to a description of 
the Belfast in which every citizen 
became a politician—and a radical 
at that 

There follows an account of 
Henry Joy MoCraoken's birth on 
AwpcMtat , 1767 and his youth 
until Ma. tret contact with the So-
eiety of United Irishmen In 1791. 

A chapter is devoted to the 
origin of sectarianism in which Mr. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Heatley makes clear that the Pro-
testant anS Catholic tenants be-
gan b y fighting together against 
th^ landlords, a very important 
point. Their division arose later. 
Perhaps here he could have spelled 
out more fully the method of divid-
ing them, and the economic role 
of the "middlemen." 

THROUGH Mccracken's life is 
told the gripping story of the 

United men In the north. — and 
there are Interesting details such 
as that It was MoCracken who 
signed Wolfe T e n * certificate o f 
membership when the Society was 
re-organised "en a rebellious basis." 

No short review could do Justice 
to this excellent little book which 
completes the story up to the ex-
ecution of this great patriot-after 
the ris{pg in the Co. Down. 

There are a number of useful ap-
pendices, a collection of poems re-
lating to the murdered man, and 
a bibliography which shows clearly 
how much careful research Mr. 
Heatley has put into his work. The 
booklet is Issued by t h e Belfast 
Wolfe Tone Society,, and printed by 
the' ' Tilth News;" The price is 
four shillings. 

_ _ _ 

THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

THEY PLUMP FOR 
STAGNATION 

VITHILE Mr. Harold Wilson, Mr. 
** George Brown and the other 

European Marketeers are busy trum-
peting at the moon of prosperous 
Britain in the E.E.C. with Ireland 
dragged to ruin after her, the true 
facts are being admitted even in the 
newspapers of big business. 

Thus the "London Times" on Sep-
tember 29th had a special article by 
European expert Pierre Uri which is 
headed "stagnation threatens Com-
mon Market." 

It is explained that the E.E.C. is 
"growing" more slowly than stag-
nant America, and indeed that of all 
the six crackpots in the suicide club 
only Italy is "growing" at alk. 

To translate the jargon, economic 
"growth" means that the profits of 
big business are increasing. 

Naturally the writer of the article 
is worried. "There Is a danger that 
the Common Market might miss its 
key objective." That is to be trans-
lated that it is all right to put up 
the prices the workers have to pay, 
but bad if that does not Increase the 
businessmen's profit 

Indeed "it has to be realised that 
the Common Market might revive 
the old economic cycle which re-
ceded after the war." That means 
that it might cause a slump com-
parable to that of the "hungry 
thirties " 

And yet, while the leading British 
newspaper gives these serious warn-
ings, what are Messrs Brown and 
Wilson doing? And what are Messrs. 
Lynch and Haughey doing? Why, 
they Just plump for stagnation. 

THEY * DID * NOT * KILL 
ALLEN LARKIN AND OBRIEN WERE INNOCENT 

A FEW months ago when 
visiting the Connolly Asso-

ciation b r a n c h meeting in 
Liverpool, M r. Sean Butler 
made a suggestion from the 
floor. 

It was that the Connolly Asso-
ciation should "re-open the case" 
of the Manchester Martyrs in this 
centenary year. 

Frankly I did not pay much at-
tention at the time, as I could not 
see what could be done. Should we 
stage a huge mock-trial like the 
parallel trial with which D. N. 
Pritt answered the Nazis after the 
burning of the Reichstag? Should 
we ask a panel of lawyers to review 
the whole proceedings of the case 
and publish a report? We could 
hardly ask for any Government 
action, as we have no "locus 
standi." We are not relatives de-
prived of some advantage as a re-
sult of the wrong verdict. 

Then again would we be justified 
in bringing before the public of 
1967 the whole sorry tale of frame-
up, fake-identification, and the lise 
by the police of those days of the 
evidence of prostitutes and crimi-
nals who testified falsely to get 
their own offences overlooked? The 
last thing we would want to do is 
to give offence to any section living 
in Manchester today. The Irish 
who so loyally supported the mar-
tyrs have inter-married with the 

children of those whose passions 
were worked up by the panic-
striken authorities, and the result 
has contributed to the 1 e v e 1-
headed, liberal-minded population 
of Manchester. You notice t h e 
special friendliness of the place by 
the way the railwayman takes your 
ticket a t the station. 

BUT despite this, Sean Butler's 
idea came to mind again as a 

result of a letter from Preston. 
This raised the question of Ser-
geant Brett whose descendants 
may well still live in Manchester. 
If there was a commemoration for 
him would we support it? 

It is no part of the Connolly As-
sociation's duty to organise such 
an event, but if it were to be under-
taken in the same spirit that we 
are undertaking the commemora-
tion of the three martyrs, then we 
would certainly give it our bless-
ing and report it. We want the 
working people of Manchester to-
day to unite what is best in their 
diverse traditions, the radicalism of 
Lancashire, the anti-imperialism 
of Ireland; a good combination! 

To such an understanding Sean 
Butler's question is crucial. Neither 
Allen, Lai-kin nor O'Brien shot 
Sergeant Brett. Allen declared 
himself as "innocent as a babe un-
born." And undoubtedly all three 
would have been acquitted if they 
had had a proper trial. J u s t 
imagine a court case in Manchester 
today where the magistrate was 

f n w o hundred and fifty men work-
1 ing on the Gulf oil storage base 

at. Whttdy Island went on strike 
over wage* and conditions. 

y jMle work is not being done by 
Irish companies but by a Belgian 
and: a Swedish firm. 

The men had made their claim 
months ago but the argent considera-
tion promised had not been given. 
When they held a few hoars' token 
strike they were told they were dis-
missed. 

No Irish firms operating on the 
job are in dispute with their 
workers, but these have stopped in 
sympathy. 

The situation that has developed 
in Bantry is a foretaste of what 
Irish workers can expect if the 
-country is sold to the Common Mar-
ket 

T?DINBURGH Trades Council 
has announced a week of 

spectacular activity from June 
3rd to June 9th, 1968, to com-
memorate the birth of James 
Connolly which took place in 
the city on June 5th, 1868. 

Highlight is to be1 the unveiling 
of a plaque'on the site of his birth-
place, which will take place on 
Saturday, June 8th. Large delega-
tions from all parts of Scotland as 
well as Ireland are expected. 

The two public lectures, one on 
the actual day, Wednesday; June 
5th, and the other on Sunday, June 
9th, will be delivered by Mr. Des-
mond Greaves (editor, "Irish Demo-
crat") and Mr. Gerard Pitt, MP. 
(West Belfast) respectively. 
rriHE week vill begin with a folk 
' concert at the fajnous Usher* 

Hall, on Monday, June 3rd, and 
there will be a ceili at the Trades 
Club, Vlbany Street, on Tuesday. 

An Irish play will be performed 
at the Churchill -Theatre on the 
three nights of Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, June 6th, 7th and 8th. 

This magnificent programme is 
expected to attract many visitors to 
spend the week in Edinburgh. Any-
body who has ever been to Edin-

burgh will always seize the excuse 
to visit once more one of the most 
beautiful cities in Western Europe. 
Here is the excuse many have been 
waiting for. 

over-ruled by the military and 
compelled to keep t h e prisoners 
chained together so that whenever 
one got up to speak he dragged 
two others with him—aind the bulk 
of these acquitted anyway! 

The case was heard in an at-
mosphere of crazy hysteria, a n d 
the man who refused council's re-
quest to have it transferred to 
London was the real murderer. 

rpHEN again, w a s there murder 
J- at all? It was proved that the 
rescued Fenians were in Illegal 
custody. Despite the prostitutes 
who swore they saw Allen fire 
through the ventilator it is estab-
lished that the shot that killed 
Sergeant Brett was fired through 
the lock, and it was sheer m i s -
chance that the unfortunate man 
was peeping through the key-hole 
at the commotion outside. 

Then again years afterwards in 
America, the name of the man who 
did fire the shot. Peter Rice was 
established on his own statement. 

{"CERTAINLY there was no quar-
^ rel with Sergeant Brett then, 
and the Irish need have no quarrel 
with Sergeant Brett's memory to-
day, although we may still quarrel 
with the authorities who continue. 
the imperialist policies of 1867 and 
keep Ireland divided against t h e 
wishes of her people. 

For the most part literate people 
know that the Manchester Martyrs 
were innocent of t h e charges 
against them, and were framed And 
executed for political reasons. But 
for those who do not, several books 
have recently appeared. One of 
these, "High upon the Gallows 
Tree1" written by a Manchester 
man born under the shadow of the 
"Fenian Arch" will be reviewed in 
the "Irish Democrat" npxt month. 
It is already obtainable from the 
"Irish Democrat* bookshop at 283 
Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I. 

ANifHIR GERRYMANDER 

ENCOURAGING 
EMIGRATION 

HPHREE boys were larking and 
^ blackguarding round cocks of 

hay while waiting to go into a 
dance. 

Not really a serious offence, one 
might think? 

But when Justice Loftus at 
Charlestown, Co. Mayo fined them 
a total of £11 10s., he made the fol-
lowing remark:— 

"Horseplay of this type on the 
part of boys of 17 years is not to 
be encouraged. These boys are big 
and strong enough to go to, England 
and earn money." What an attitude! 

OUT OUT AND P 0 8 T TO THE EDITOR, 
IRISH DEMOCRAT, 283 QUAYS INN ROAD, W.C.1 
Plena sand the IRISH DEMOCRAT to the fol lowing address 
for six months: 

Name 

Address 

I ENCLOSE SUBSCRIPTION, 6/-

J)ESPITE the spotlight that is 
now on them, the six-county 

Unionists, with characteristically 
brazen effrontery are proposing 
to perpetuate a brand-new 
gerrymander of the suburbs of. 
Belfast. 

A meeting of the Interim Boun-
dary Commission was held on Mon-
day, September 25th, under the 
chairmanship of Lord Justice Lowry. 

Representatives of the seven par-
ties that operate in the six counties 
attended. Sinn Fein did not attend 
—perhaps if it had done so it would 
have been held to be a "republican 
club" and its delegates arrested as 
they walked in. 

The whole thing began when the 
Unionists found they could hold 
only two Queen's University seats 
and might lose the others to the 
Liberals. They made a great demo-
cratic song and dance about abolish-
ing university representation. But 
under the Government of Ireland 
Act (Westminster 1920) they are 
not allowed to reduce the total 
number of seats at Stormont. 

. . > 

UO this "independent" Govern-
^ ment set about creating four 
new ones which were to be in Down 
and Antrim. 

The parties* were represented at 
the meeting were the Unionist, Na-
tionalist, Republican Labour, Six-
county (partitionist) Labour, Lib-
eral, National Democrats (break-
away from Nationalist Party) and 
the Communists. 

All parties but the Unionists 
agreed that there should be new 
constituencies In the Castlereagh 
and Dundonald areas. 

It was agreed by all, Unionists 
included, that the present Carrick 

constituency should be reduced and 
a new one formed out of the part 
of it that lies around Newtown 
Abbey. 

T>UT then the Unionists popped 
- D up with a proposal to include 
Andersontown, the strong Catfa^Bc 
area at the head of the Fails, in 
the new Carrick constituency. This 
is quite artificial geographically but 
would have the effect of swamping 
the Catholic vote, and lopping off 
some of, Mr. Fitt's supporters, from 
him. The Unionists would thus 
stand a chance of gaining two seats. 

Elsewhere the same trick was pro-
posed—to run the Belfast seats far 
out into the country enough to 
swamp the urban voters, and above 
all outnumber the Catholics. 

There should be an outcry about 
this. 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd 
(T.U.), Nottingham Rd„ Ripley, 
Derbys., and published by Con-
nolly Publications Ltd., at 283 
Grays Inn Road, London, W.O.I. 

THE 'LUMP' AND 
THE WORKERS 

A N insight into the complex prob-
lems of the building trade was 

given to the Central London 
branch of the Connolly Association 
by Mr. Hugh Cassidy whose lecture 
on "The lump and the Building 
workers" was exceptionally well at-
tended. 

The meeting took place on Wed-
nesday, August 23rd. 

Mr. Cassidy is the member of the 
Ti & G.W. who has for years fought 
the leadership of his union who are 
opposed to the re-estabMshment of 
democracy in the six counties', at 
conference after conference. 

His analysis well Justified the op-
position which the "Irish Democrat" 
has offered to the system known as 
"the lump." Mr. Cassidy is Chair-
man of the Works Committee of the 
Sunley site whose stand for (free 
trade unionism was recently vindi-
cated by a Government Commission. 


