
Would any of them be the houses 
whieh'-enjigranta have been farced 
to leave? Emigrants could find out 
by taking a trip home some time 
to see who is -occupying the old 
homesteads. What incidentally is 
meant by "unspoilt" West Cork? 
Does it meAn that the inhabitants 
ftii>a been cleared out so that it is 
rtow suitable for repopulatlon by one 
or ifttWr of the master races? 
-'..'SC..*-' , • 

Ptoally, has anybody seen a copy 
of the same advertisement any-
where else? If so they may be able 
to guess what kind of person will 
populate West Cork under the 
Common Market. ' • 

Contributors 
pleas* note 

' The Editor f t the "Irish De-
moorat" welcomes the «0«N *f 
M.S.S. for puWioation but can-
not undertake to return them 
unless they are looom^tnlid 
by * stamped addressed an* 

m n * m mt$ that they 
should be type* on one side of 
the MMTOT&Y, preferably 

using sixty i p u a t 

N.C.C.L TO HOLD 
MEETING ®N 
IRELAND AT 

LP. CONFERENCE 
rpHE National Council f o r Civil 

. Liberties has chosen tfie situ-
ation in the six counties of 
Northern Ireland as the subject of 
its annual meeting during the 
Labour Party conference week at 1 

Scarborough early in October. 
Mam speaker will be Mr. Gerard 

Pitt, MP., Republican-Labour mem-
ber for West Belfast.. 

The other speakers will be Mr. 
Paul Rose, M.P. of the Campaign 
for Democracy in Ulster, and Mr. 
Sean Redmond, General Secretary 
of the Connolly Association and 
Irish Self-determination League. 

Mr. Redmond will also be speak-
ing on behalf of t h e Executive 
Committee of -the National Coun-
cil for Civil Liberties of which he 
is the only Irish member. 
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BOULDER 
TO HOLD THE 

PLAQUE 
DR. SCHWARZ OFFERS Manchester martyrs centenary 

ENGLISHMEN STONE 
HOUSES IN WEST CORK 
W H 0 Is Dr. Sohwarz ? 

Picture shows Gaftft WNrray In tilt witness box at the 
enquiry. Members of the Tribunal Include Mr. Just fee 

Murnaghan. 

Famous names respond to appeal 
^URROUNDED by bracken, thistles and undergrowth, beneath tall trees in the valley 

of GlencuIIen, near Dublin, is the boulder which will carry the plague to be 
erected on the site of the execution of the Manchester Martyrs in November 1967. 

TENSE MAMA AT CORK 
In Oorfc City Garda CKeeffe that he had been 

the en- kicked by another garda, had in-
deed been kicked. 

ENQUtRY 

The stone was chosen by 
Liverpool-Irish sculptor Mr. 
Arthur Dooiey after a search 
lasting several days. 

It will be taken to his studio 
in Liverpool in September, and as 
soon as the plaque has been fitted, 
will be transferred to a temporary 
site opposite the new "Manchester 
Guardian" building in Salford. 

Famous names have contributed 
to the appeal for funds to make 
the plaque and move the rock, 
which is believed to weigh some-
thing in the neighbourhood of five 
tons. 

It is shown on this page as 
photographed by the well-known 
Irish sculptor Mr. Ray Carroll who 
helped to locate it. 

Mr. Tom Redmond, secretary of 
the . Manchester Branch of the 
Connolly Association, held a press 
confetence in Dublin, ^which was, 

w i p ^ i p B r ^ b i 
Eireann had a camera team'sl 
selection of the sto&e, and 1 

its progress by stages to Man-
chester, and cover t h e ceremony 
when it is unveiled on the third 
Sunday in November, a week be-
fore the traditonal ceremony at 
Moston. 

SENATOR 
PEARSE, 89 

pATRICK PEARSE'S elder sis-
* ter Miss Margaret M. Pearse 

has just celebrated her 89th birth-
day. 

She was very ill earlier this year, 
but made a good recovery: 

The sole remaining member of 
the family, she still lives at St. 
Enda's Rathfarnham, and this year 
concluded an agreement with 
the Government in Dublin that she 
will leave St. Enda's to, the nation, 
to be -p/dlmib&&ltitB» I1«ira|llt to 
her brothers Patrick and William 
who were executed for their part 
in the Rising of 1916. 

burly men.'OllntMng ttw steps into 
the polloe station and replying to 
questions. 

He suggested that artificial respi-
ration had been applied so vigor-
ously that the ribs were fractured. 

Whom does he expect to buy the 
houses and sites? We cannot say. 
But it seems highly improbable that 
be has in mind as customers the 
families who have been forced to 
emigrate from West Cork these past 
few years. , 

\ ND why stone houses? Is hfc a 
builder of stone houses? 

he a buyer of stone houses 
now re-selling them? Or is he : 

in ttaese thtafcii? 
them has he got in "unspoilt West 
Cork and the surrounding islands." 

Amazing allegations were made. 

Mr. Wood, on behalf of the next 
of kin. alleged that the "atmos-
phere In the barrack*" that night 
"was such that a garOa deliberately 
and viciously struck a prisoner on 
the arm with a baton." 

He argued that there was a 
strong probability that LI am 
(TMahony who complained to 

Medical evldenoe was given that 
the Injuries which actually caused 
HI* death could net have been the 
result Of kicking, but as a result of 
a fall Into an overturned bar stod. 

• — /ii y 
But surgeon Neil McKillop said 

that the man had torn his meeen-
. tery in a fall in a bar, and that the 
rib fractures occurred afterwards. 

final findings of 
is not a shadow 

gardai will be 
in future to be 

thslr ear* are 
and do not 

Then would be hell's own scan-
dal If K etosr happened again. 

He is a man who advertises 
in the Labour oriented London 
weekly, the "New Statesman." 

This is how one of his advertise-
ments runs:— 

"Stone houses and sites for sale 
in unspoilt West Cork and nearby 
islands." 

He explained that 
Imagine a man with 
fraetwea standing at 
ln« pushed Into a 



od about njHWlWt Irish saints 
Cbthal j w l Jtejftt. afelll 

iliflanalwlim com 11 u • 
consciously and 

have a lacge tjjMfli 
miltH rtlilwlpjfjl 
ties iter mbmsVmi 

At UUSittme. Uo. Jrto 

i « O N out over 
with arm more 

means 
•Win IBIIIlim clal 
«Wrth«<Mtgnary 

h to 13th etntu-
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IRELAND IN MARITIME HISTORY 
J j A V I N G been asked to write 

some articles on Irish mari-
time history, I felt that the first 
should be an introduction to ex-
plain the importance of the sub-
ject. Ireland is an island nearly 
all of whose imports and ex-
ports must travel by sea. In 
spite of the development of air 
transport, too, a large propor-
tion of the passenger traffic to 
and from Ireland remains an^ 
is long likely to remain sea-
borne. Further, Ireland is 
nearer than any other Euro-
pean country to certain profit-
able fishing grounds. In addi-
tion, now that trade union 
action has in many countries 
Secured for many working 
people a paid holiday period, the 
possibilities offered by our 
country's long coastline for use 
of the sea for recreation should 
jump to the eye, 

At the same time Ireland, is part 
of a world all of whose parts are 
becoming increasingly interdepen-
dent, a world, moreover, as is too 
rarely realised, nearly three-quar-
ters of whose surface is salt sea, 
the final conquest and understand-
ing of which, in all its vastness 
and complexities, is an essential 
task facing a world rapidly using 
up traditional sources of food, raw 
materials and power. But this task 
is one that^ can never successfully 

undertaken for the realisation 
of private profit and in a spirit 
0f international rivalry and suspi-
cion. 

HTHE le(pons to be drawn from 
these incontestable facts should 

be obvious. They are that Ireland 
ought to have a conriaMOt J 0 d 

Why are we not a sea-faring nation 
like the Norwegians and the Greeks ? 

By 
JOHN DE COURCY IRELAND 

(Maritime Institute, Dun Laoire) 
conquered the land. They were re-
sisted in sea-girt fortresses like 
Aran, and perhaps on the sea as 
well. 

The amalgam of all these early 
inhabitants produced a people with 
a strong maritime sense, and laws 
about boat-building and boat-own-
ing, and a recognised place in a 
hierarchical-functional society for 
these categories of persons. 

This was the people that rowed 
and sailed their ships, part trader, 
part pirate, at least as far as the 
north coast of France, attracting 
the attention of Roman writers, the 
people that kidnapped Patrick from 
his foreign homeland, it may well 
be, the people from whom the Teu-
tonic tribes .and through them the 
Scandinavians learned the use of 
the sail: early Teutonic boats dug up 
by archaeologists, such as those of 
Utrecht and Sutton Hoo, were not 
equipped with masts and sails while 
their contemporaries on the West 
European seaboard certainly were. 

'"PHIS Irish people of the "Dark 
Ages" provided the ships and 

the navigators after the Christian 
missionaries came, that carried the 
scholarly monks, men with a de-
cided ability to link theory with 
practice, vision with achievement, 
into waters not penetrated before 
by man. Whatever the truth about 
Brendan, by far the finest examina-
tion of whose legend was made by 
the much-regretted Breton Hiber-
nophile Cresson, the stories built 
around his name reflect the reality 

Irish voyages beyond the Heb-
rides, Orkney, Shetland and Faeroe 
at least to Iceland before ever the 
superb Scandinavian seamen got 
there and named the islands off 
their new possession's new capital 
Vestmannaeyar or the Irishmen's 
inlands. , 

Boyne continued into this century 
to enshrine In still efficient but not 
the highest form the great ship-
building tradition of "Dark Age" 
Ireland. And the Scandinavians 
first gave permanent life and im-
portance to nearly all the great sea-
port towns of modern Ireland. 

It was the superior sea-power of 
a centralised island state that 
enabled the Normans to establish 
themselves here. The various 
divided communities, Gaelic and 
Scandinavian by origin, that in-
habited the land, whether they had 
sea-sense or not (some still had) 
were unable to provide fleets to 
combat, isolate and blockade the 
invaders. 

•rpHESE Norman invaders too, be-
came absorbed into the com-

munity, which they helped as njjich 
as they harmed in the end: it seems 
to me a perverse misreading of Irish 
history to date the "English con-
quest" from the 12th century. That 
deliberately conceived and brutally 
executed act belongs to the end of 
the 16th and start of the 17th cen-
tury, and ibe fact that there was 
an "English faip" round Dublin 
from which it was organised was 
a great deal lew the cause of it 
thaivtte tact ttoat.Irish society bad 
not ; developed > a, centralised state 
capable <>f Oreattog the sea-power 
that would have checked the Eliza-
bethan conquistadors and, as in 
other parts of Burope at the same 
epoch (notably the Netherlands) 
provided the shield behind which 
the diverse communities to the 
country could fuse into a nation. 
After all, the far stranger and more 
carefully fostered "English Pales" 
round mediaeval Bordeaux and 
Calais paid no such lasting divi-
dends to the rulers of England. 

The fact is that the charters 
wbteh .tee maligned John and some 
other -Norman kings and magnates 
bestowed on Irish towns enabled 
tbpi in tee Middle Ages to 

real commercial, cul-
tuxal and maritime progress. 

Too Jttfe jot this is Mown, but 
J a _ _ u m S JMMW been 

to make recently from the 
and 

•ce 
at the 

tog 
Stop-

"JĤ ft̂  xncdi-

*«HJhal, Ettagheda 
" " ' ' -teip-

«W*ains 
far 

bore 
odptn as often as 

T»ay seem to haw 
ScofT* 

and,?, ^ 
along the coast offltaTSay of 
cay and by way of Hritanuy and 
presumably Cornwall to Ireland. 
Later still, Celts came by sea and 

naa practised 
four or Are cen-

a great 
maritime 

tra-
dition of boat-bulldlng on the east, 
north and south coasts is Scandi-
navian. Only the wast coast cur-
raches and the coracles of the 

ion-
4 ike 
.Who 
I the 

<«*>ric 
feOWPt. 

to 
of 

the shipping and trade of those 
distant parts. 

Medieval Ireland cannot be said 
to have bean,a maritime nation; it 
was not a nation at all. But it 
comprised a number of thriving 
maritime communities. 

Henry VII was probably one of 
the very few great English kings. 
Anyway, he was the only Tudor 
monarch to leave Ireland largely 
alone, and it was the accident of 
later events that gave the 
Poyniijgs interlude its retrospective 
Importance. 

Henry was Interested in shipping, 
trade and exploration and saw Ire-
land not as a colony like his 
successors but, anyhow at one 
stage, as a base for transatlantic 
exploration, ajtui the vpyages of the 

great navigator John Cabot, whom 
he financed, brilliantly written up 
for the Hakluyt Society by J. A. 
Williamson, teem with Irish inter-
ludes. 

Columbus himself also saw the 
importance of Ireland in the con-
text of the great flowering of ocean 
exploration, and the natural destiny 
of our people would have been to 
participate memorably in the ex-
pansion of geographic knowledge 
and the development of the New-
foundland fisheries in the 16th 
century. But we might also have 
become notorious slave traders like 
the Portuguese and English, and 
as indeed some Irishmen in French 
service later did, notably the 
Walshes of Nantes. 

Instead came the Tudor conquest. 
The long-drawn nature of this 
agony ,is attributable in no small 
degree to the slowness of the Eng-
lish fully to exploit their possession 
of sea .power and Ireland's lack of 
it; and Mount joy's Justifiable claim 
to military greatness must pri-
marily be based on his brilliant use 
of sea power to undermine Hugh 
O'Neill's strength. 

rpHERE is evidence that in the 
laat years of the Great O'Neill's 

struggle ,a new society was 
struggling to be born in Ireland, 
fit to cope with foreign invasion 
and grapple with the problems of 
the late 16th century world as 
mediaeval Irish society never could. 

The view propounded by Sean 
O Faolain in his splendid "The 
Great O'Neill," of Hugh as the sole 
16th-centuiy Irishman capable of 
understanding the requirements of 
his own age, however brilliantly 
put forward, is not really tenable. 

That Ireland was on the way 
to achieve nationhood at this time 
is shown not only by the great 
advances accomplished in military 
organisation, brilliantly presented 
in the researches of Hayes McCoy 
and Cyril Falls, but also in the 
very demands mqde by Hugh to 
the English after the Yellow Ford, 
including notably the right for ire-
land to develop her maritime 
power. 

At the same time the use by cer-
tain Iriph maritime cities, notably 
Cork, of their powers by charter 
to develop into virtually indepen-
dent republics, miniature Venices 
and Genofts, was noted with alarm 
by Elizabeth of England and 
checked before it could synthesize 
with O'Neill's movement (he never 
won the allegiance of the cities), 
so that a late Mth century struggle 
was aborted. 

p the 17th .and 18th centuries, 
A the first age of subjection, Ire-
land nevertheless retained a marl-
time life more vigorous than most 
historians have allowad or noticed, 
and I have been surprised, for in-
stance, by the extent of the sea-
borne-trade between Ireland and 
Marseilles in the 18th century, and 
by the Gaelic-sounding names of 
some of the Irish ships' masters. 

HhiS fwas the period, too, when 
many Jri«hmen made ,great nances 
for themselves as seamen, ship-
builders and ship-owners notably in 
France, but also in Soaln, Portugal, 
the Austrian Empire and even the 
Russia of the Romanovs. 

GaatUbi .was well aware of the 
impmtanee to Ireland of her mari-
time .economy, and the years of 
earllamentaey freedom witnessed 
notable progress, above all in our 
sea fisheriesv as well organised 
then as those in Britain and far 
more carefully fostered by Parlia-
ment. 

Iti£h 4i?awen conscripted 
-Wo the ISthecentpcy Royal 

Navy were .quick to respond to the 

radical doctrines of Revolutionary 
France, co-operated with British 
democratic seamen in the great 
mutinies of 1796, seized more than 
one royal warship and sailed her 
to the ports of Britain's enemies, 
and would as willingly have 
manned the ships of a United Irish-
men's Republic as the Wexford sea-
farers manned the armed oyster 
boats that patrolled the South-East 
Coast during '98. 

The Union began the process of 
murdering Ireland's sea-sense, the 
Famine completed it. Davis was 
still able to envisage Ireland as a 
prosperous seafaring nation, but by 
the time of the Fenians this vision 
had narrowed. To them the sea 
was little more than the possible 
scene of military actiop against 
Britain, and though they did some 
notable things like propounding 
the need for an Irish navy—but not 
merchant service — (Stephens), 
mounting the Erin's Hope and 
Campo Bello expeditions, .su«h „as 
they were, financing experiments 
of great technical importance with 
submarines and torpedoes, and 
attacking London Bridge and the 
Welland Canal in Canada, they 
never had a consistent and all-
embracing maritime policy. 

The divorce of the seafaring 
population of Ireland from the rest 
of the nation in the 19th century 
is shown by many things, notably 
the failure of the Fenians to appeal 
in the way the United Irishmen did 
to the Irish seamen, then more 
than 15 per cent of the whole (let 
alone radical British seamen) in 
the Royal Navy; the close connec-
tion of Irish shipbuilding with 
British heavy industry and finance; 
the Unionism of the greatest Irish 
seamen of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Halpin of the Great East-
ern, the explorers McClintock, 
McClue, Shackleton, and of the 
great Irish marine inventors Par-
sons and Kelvin. 

HTHE Empire seduced our mari-
time-minded people into her 

service or drove them abroad, and 
brainwashed our nation into con-
sidering itself a nation of farmers 
with perhaps a limited industrial 
and cultural future, but to which 
Davis's conception of an Ireland 
with her destiny on the sea was 
completely foreign. 

The effect of this was the failure 
to evolve an Irish Citizen Marine 
alongside the Citfcwn Army and the 
Volunteers, tee many maritime 
errors, omissions and misconcep-
tions of 1016, the absence of effec-
tive maritime action in the Slack 
a«d Tan war (so different from tee 
history of the Resistance to Jugo-
slavia or jprance), and the fact that 
there' were no Irish aeamen'a muti-
nies in the Royal Navy to CQjQBftre 
with the famous outbreak in the 
Connaught ftfMMMHS ̂ though the 
collapse of the Russian and Ger-
man w»ifiBS was Jtfialjted 4?y the 
great -fleet movements in thtrjBlack 
Sea, #rpnett«dt and Kiel, and the 
downfall „qT the AMSteiWx JBPJftire 
was asalftd by ttte HHrtii^g j j f i i h e 
qonscrtoted Yugoslftv sitters at 
Sotor to February, 1QI8). 

, A m p r j u m effect Pf course 
1 1 the total inability l0f ,tfae ,e 

.mas 
__ ewly 

governments. of ,Fi»e .fixate -p> 
see the need to develop .our mari-
time economy, and the Indifference 
of the Flanna Fail government* .Qf 
the 'thirties (whatever the credit 
they claim for the still very inade-
quate .progress forced tun them by 
cUeiiraatances. ^aad public pplnion 
staca) to the wantage soma of us 
tried to give about Ireland's urgent 
need for a merchant fleet and coast 
protection seavice of her own 

This bciqgs me back to where I 
began. Fully to .develop her nation-
hood, Ireland must clearly under-
stand the importance to her of 
the sea. This means the conscious 
dissipation of the imperialist heri-
tage of Ignorance and feelings of 
inferiority in the ftyce of the re-
quirements of a vigorous and realis-
tic national maritime policy. 

Only the radical, republican and 
labour forces, by making tham-
Sfllyes aware pr the facts, can ever 
carry .this out. 
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tote at 18—with feet! 
"Vr'ORE than half the young 

people of Britain between the 
ages of eighteen and twenty would 
give their boots to get out of 
•'swinging Britain" if only they 
oould raise the fare. 

Send that home to Tipperary 
when you are writing. Let it be 
Cold in Dublin, Weiford and Done-
gal; and in the "integral part of 
the United Kigdom" around Glen-
gall street. 

This stark fact shook the pillars 
of complacency and self-deception 
to the month of August. The most 
propuganded-to generation in his-
tttt-y had got minds of their own! 
Every variety of sugar and spice 
had been put into their oatswlll, 
But they still didn't like porridjge. 

The "Sunday Telegraph" gravely 
remarked that this was the sign of 
a sick society, and permitted itself 
a nostalgic glance back to the good 
old days. 

Yes, it must seem strange to the 
old-fashioned Tories w h o think 
modern society is liberal. Look 
what they've given the young 
people: jobs, scooters, radio-Caro-
line, an instantaneous commercial 
parade of every fad the youth-cult-
ists can conceive of. They're to 
have a parade of 100.000 flower-
pots, and a good chance of "pot" 
without the flowers. What more do 
they want? How can they possibly 
say they're in a rat-race without 
rewards? Let them be good boys 
and girls and eat up their pop 
ration; they'll get mortgages and 
overtime when they are old enough. 

# V V 
"lCTO doubt the well-paid fact-
J ^ twisters of the universities will 
now get busy with "surveys" and 
"investigations" and the results of 
these will be worked around till the 
answer comes out that the Govern-
ment and its supporters are quite 
right. To give them a tip; send 
the young people a questionnaire 
asking them what they hope to 
gain by emigrating. That will 
avoid asking what they want to 
ICave. and get the establishment off 
the hook. 

Ifut it would be wrong to expect 
WSll-eonsidered reasons for what is 
in1 reality a mass mood. The young 
people have no conflderfre in 
BIMtain largely because their rulers 
Have told them it is flnis<h(M. It is 
amusing that Mr. Harold Wilson 
should gallivant round Buroipe tell-
ing the Nazis, the ex-Nartis and the 
nwMtazis that Britain' is donie for 
vfltrmut them, and then fed sur-
pMsdtr if the young people decide 
tA go somewhere that is not dorfe 
for. 

HtTT the cause lies deeper than 
the politics of E.E.C. British 

society today is as stifling as a 
prisdn. What do all the beatnik 
extravagances testify to but uni-
versal boredom? And q u i t e 
naturally there is boredom. Every 
important issue is taboo, so script-
writers, novelists, dramatists are 
pursuing the permutations of the 
sexual act with the dreary ingenuity 
with which the schoolmen perched 
angels on a needle Nothing new is 
ever said — but it is printed in 
brighter colour. 

The diagnosis? Simple. Thr 
whole of life in Britain, down to 
the smallest detail, is being sub-
Jrrted to one thing alone, the 
money-making interests of big busi-
ness. Everybodv must conform. 
Everything must be tailored a n d 
packaged with this purpose in view. 
ATI real decisions are taken in the 
boardroom. Government, even Par-

liament itself, joins the press and 
radio merely as a means of "put-
ting things over." 

A SICK society indeed. But the 
sickness does not reside in its 

young people, but in its ruling 
class. This class wants the young 
people as docile workers for, and 
non-critical consumers of what big 
business arbitrarily decides to make 
with the resources that belong to 
society. The young people are not 
allowed to create, or even help to 
create, anything of the slightest 
significance or importance. Instead 
they are headed off on side-issues, 
which they have now recognised 
as worthless, so they want to be 
off. 

They do not want for advice; we 
hesitate to add more. But may we 
suggest they hesitate before putting 
into effect their threat to emigrate, 
and consider the alternative of top-
pling big business off its high 
box, and building a decent country? 
Ireland is occupied by visible 
British troops. But England too 
has occupation forces. Big business 
cares no more for the young people 
of Britain than any army of occu-
pation in the hardest oppressed 
colony. 

SOMETHING MUST BE DONE! 
|~N the six counties mis-called 

"Northern Ireland" there is 
a pernicious system of thought-
control. 

It is an offence punishable by a 
prison sentence to form an associa-
tion to teach or disseminate Repub-
licanism, or to publish or to distri-
bute any newspaper for that pur-
pose. 

This is a situation which should 
arouse the shame and anger of 
every British democrat whose demo-
cracy does not stop (as it too often 
does) on the shores of the Irish 
sea. 

"Northern Ireland" was created 
by a British Act of Parliament. Its 
Government's powers are defined 
by British Acts of Parliament, which 
are constantly being added to or 
amended. All these powers could 
be taken away tomorrow by Act of 
the British Parliament, and the 
"Northern Ireland" Government 
could do nothing about it since the 
six counties is "an integral part of 
the United Kingdom" and the only 
armed forces in it are the British 
Army, Navy and Air Forces. 

What is wrong with advocating 
that Ireland should be a Republic? 
It is perfectly legal to get up in 
Britain and say that England should 
become a Republic once again, 
though it is 1651 since she was one. 

What is wrong in the jaundiced 
eyes of the six-county administra-
tion, is that in that event the six a 
counties would cease to be an 
"integral part of the United King-
dom." 

U O all the British "democrats" 
^ who duck this issue are con-
verting themselves into vulgar 
annexationists who are on a par 
with the Americans in Vietnam, who 
occupy the territory of a foreign 
people and will not even allow a 
word said against the occupation. 

"Ah," say the Unionists, "but 
you are advocating that people 
should have the right to say that 
this state should not exist." 

Quite so. That is just what 
should be said. The Unionists 
formed a private army and ran in 
guns from Germany to say that it 
should exist. Why should people 
not be allowed to say that it should 
not exist? 

Then of course come the 
mouthings of "progressive" hum-
bugs. 

"Ah, but you are talking about 
partition; the time is not ripe; 
there are many complicating fac-
tors: there are conventions, there 
are conditions; there are circum-
stances; there are qualifica-
tions. . . . " 

Editorial 
Even if we grant the "progres-

sive" humbugs their qualifications 
regarding the issue of getting rid 
of partition itself, and admit that 
though we would willingly abolish 
it at once, we are not in a position 
to do so while the "progressives" in-
sist on dithering, still the issue re-
mains, "are Irishmen to be allowed 
to talk about replacing the present 
situation with an Irish Republic? 
Or are those who do so to be im-
prisoned and any newspaper that 
does so be refused entrance into the 
six counties?" 

TTI7HAT are the Unionists and 
' ' those who smear honey on 

their prickly surface afraid of? If 
Republicanism is such nonsense, 
and so bad for the people, why do 
they think the people will be so im-
pressed by it that they require the 
protection of censorship to keep 
them from lapping it up. 

The same British "progressives" 
are never tired talking about the 
supposed draconic censorship of 
bed-time stories in the twenty-six 
counties. What about the deliberate 
suppression of discussion about the 
essential issue of Irish society, the 
unity or disunity of the country, 
and the monarchial or Republican 
form of its Government? Why not 

WORLD COMMENTARY By PAT DEVINE 

PLANES DOWN IN CHINA 
IT has happened, as was pre-
1 dieted by leading American 
Senators and British M.P.s, in-
deed, by all people interested 
in stopfpfng the U.S.- mad rush 
to World War Three. 

Th» Chinese frontier has been 
crossed by U.S. Jets engaged in a 
bombing raid close to the Chinese 
border. * 

Two of them have been shot 
down whilst engaged on this pro-
vocative exercise within Chinese 
territory, over which they are al-
leged to have "strayed." 

No-one can claim to be surprised 
at this affair. Nor can anyone 
calmly accept that the planes 
strayed from their charted course 
a n d accidentally crossed t h e 
Chinese frontier. 

It looks very like a deliberate at-
tempt to force China into war with 
the U.S.A. before she can solve her 
internal problems and develop to 
the full her H-bombs which the im-
perialists so desperately fear. It is a 
tribute to the Chinese people's 
patience that they have so long 
tolerated these American attacks. 
U.S. WATCHMAN AND FREEDOM 

As the savagery of American 
bombing of North Vietnam grows 
in intensity and literally millions of 
people, men women and children 
are being murdered or made home-
less and their agricultural poten-
tial for food growing seriously 
crippled. General Maxwell Taylor, 
one of the Pentagon's top brass 
claims that "The United States is 
still watchman on the walls of 
freedom." Words are surely losing 
their meaning. 

How very like the Victorian 
British Empire upon which, we 
were told "the sun never set." and 
that .she was in the various colo-
nies, not to terrorise, exploit and 
murder the colonial peoples, but, 
that the oppressed and exploited 
colonial peoples, were " ' t h e white 
mart's burden" which BritMn had 
to bear. 

America, now, . has claimed to 
have taken over that burden and 
is ably imitating the British ex-
ample. 

The British imperialists ravished 
Ireland, India and large tracts of 
Africa, Asia and Australasia. The 
massacres of Amritsar in India, 
and' the Black and Tans in Ireland, 
are symbols of the so galled white 
man's burden. Yes, for decades the 
Irish were considered a lesser breed 
by the white Rajahs, even though 
the Irish with the Gurkhas a n d 
others fought imperialism's battles. 

Let Yankee imperialism beware. 
There was the Roman Empire. 

It collapsed. 
There was the Czarist Russian 

Empire. It collapsed. 
There was the British Empire 

upon which the sun never set. It 
too has, or is in the immediate 
process of collapsing. 
The United States Empire, which 

has assumed the role of leader of 
world imperialism, aiming to de-
feat the national aspirations of the 
colonial peoples and smash the So-
cialist aspirations of James Con-
nolly will also crash and quickly 
unless it sees reason and stops its 
murderous wars. 

MOUNTING CRISIS 
For years now the American 

people have been challenging the 
Government on many questions, 
for example poverty, (President 
Johnson has stated there are over 
15 million Americans living below 
the poverty line); racialism (the 
millions of negro Americans are 
ceasing to accept in silence their 
position as third class citizens, sub-
ject to more unemployment, more 
slum housing, more rats, apartheid. 
Insults, and deaths in the imperia-
list war, than the white Americans. 
They have declared war on these 
conditions and relationships in 
America itself). 

The recent demand for thousands 
more young men for the call up, 
coupled with the Government re-

quest for a 10 per cent surcharge 
on income tax is being bitterly op-
posed. 

The President's attempt to get 
more troops for Vietnam from his 
allies has failed. Senator Mike 
Mansfield who returned from Viet-
nam almost two years ago saying 
that it would become solely an 
American war, recently told the 
Senate that "the costs in lives and 
money are being borne predo-
minantly by us." 

Senator Robert Kennedy has said 
that "over a recent six month 
period, our casualties were higher 
than South Vietnamese draft calls." 
and that in many places the paci-
fication teams "have been crtppfed 
by desertion rates which are higher 
than 25 per cent. 

On August 12th, it was reported 
that the outcry against the way the 
Johnson administration has al-
lowed the Saigon military Junta to 
turn the South Vietnam election 
into a "fraud, a farte and a 
charade" has grown to significant 
size. 

Eleven U.S. Senators and fifty-
seven Congressmen have denounced 
the Ky regime's "rigged" election, 
to the consternation of the Johnson 
administration. 

Senators Robert Kennedy and 
Jacob Javits of New York point to 
Marshall Ky's own statement de-
claring that "constitutionalism and 
legality mean nothing in Vietnam" 
and what its people n e e d is "a 
strong effective Government." 

Senator Kennedy continued "If 
the military junta is not going to 
co-operate in Vietnam so that the 
people can decide what they want, 
what is our position? I think it is 
destroyed." 

A nation-wide U.S. television 
news programme repeated part of 
an interview which the late Presi-
dent Kennedy gave in September 
1963 in which he declared: — 

"I don't think that unless a 
greater effort is made by the Gov-
ernment out there the war can 

prove their "progressiveness" by 
protesting against this? 
f p H E issue of the freedom of Re-

publicans to organise in the six 
counties is a test for British Demo-
crats. A few years ago driven to 
desperation they took to arms, the 
last resort of the oppressed. More 
recently they have tried to start 
peaceful organisations to propagate 
their views. They have been told 
they will go to jail if they do it. 
Only last month a gentleman who 
while in London was an active trade 
unionist and member of the Con-
nolly Association was detained three 
hours because the police entered a 
gathering where he was speaking 
and pronounced it to be a Republi-
can gathering. 

Men have been interferred with 
in trade union recruiting and form-
ing tenants' associations because of 
their alleged past connection with 
Republicanism. Where does it end? 

The banned newspaper, the 
"United Irishman," can be bought 
in all British cities. It is a respon-
sibly edited, left-wing nationalist 
monthly most of whose opinions 
would be taken for granted by any 
reasonably politically - educated 
British socialist. Nobody would sug-
gest it was more inflammatory than, 
say, "Tribune." 
^ H O S E of you who talk about 

"constitutional development," 
will you please tell us how it is to 
be availed of by people who are not 
allowed to speak? 

It is time that the whole struggle 
on this issue was sharpened. It 
would be no harm if those with an 
interest in democracy in the six 
counties were to get their heads to-
gether and see how they could 
co-ordinate their efforts both in 
BHtain and in Ireland. 

In seven years the only shots fired 
in Northern Ireland have been those 
of Orangemen killing Catholics. But 
Republican papers are forbidden on 
the grounds that those who write 
them are men of violehce. What a 
crazy inversion of reality. 

In the meantime it is to be hoped 
there will be no remission in the 
work of sending protests against 
the banning of Republican organisa-
tions and newspapers both to Mr. 
Craig at Stormont and to Mr. Harold 
Wilson. 

Despite what some speakers say 
in Hyde Park, ALL British "progres-
sives" are not humbugs, and it is to 
those who are not, as well as to the 
Irish in Britain that we appeal. 

be won. in the last analysis it is 
their war. They are the ones who 
have to win it or lose it." 

Senator Gerald R. Ford has ac-
cused the administration of need-
lessly prolonging the war by put-
ting nearly one half of the air 
force s top priority targets in North 
Vietnam off limits to an air attack. 
Until these restrictions were lifted, 
Senator Ford said, there was no 
justification for sending one more 
American soldier to Vietnam 

Senator Fulbright, chairman ef 
the Foreign Relations Committee 
addressing the American Bar As-
sociation to Honolulu on the same 
day torpedoed the idea that Am-
erica was strong enough to meet 
all demands upon her. 

He suggested that the war in 
Vietnam and the war against 
poverty and racial violence at home 
fed on each other, and "although 
the President assures us that we 
have the resources to win both 
wars, in fact we are not winning 
either . . . The great society has 
become a sick society." 

Finally Senator Robert Kfennedy 
said that if there was an unrepre-
sentative election in South Viet-
nam "the rulers of Vietnam will 
have denied their people the very 
right for which more than 12,000 
Americans have died" and "we 
would no longer have a Common 
purpose with the Government of 
Vietnam." 

The crisis in the United States, 
the magnitude of the world wide 
protest and demand for peace and 
the withdrawal of the American 
troops, plus the heroic resistance 
of the Vietnamese people can force 
an end to this lunacy. 
, It only requires the British Gov-
ernment to withdraw its support to 
the American war and the already 
aroused people everywhere to per-
sist in their demands upon Presi-
dent Johnson and his Oovemmeht. 

Otherwise this could be the start 
of the third world war. 

The road is clear, pursue it. 
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ANOTHER SMALL ISLAND DEFIES 
T H E M A N X CR IS IS GLAND ! 

THE AUTHOR 
BRIAN STOWELL is a lec-

turer in Physics in Liver-

' | l O many people outside the 
Isle of Man, the Manx stand 

over the pirate Radio Caroline 
must seem a doubtful cause: 
"Why do the Manx shout about 
their democratic rights when 
what they are doing is support-
ing the 'right' of the commer-
cial radio lobby to m a k e 
money?" The basic issue is, of 
course, much more complicated 
than the straight issue of 
whether Caroline should be 
sunk or not. 

What is happening is a clash 
between Westminster and the Manx 
people. This clash has been fore-
seeable for a long time: it just so 
happens that the issue which has 
emerged has been that of pirate 
radio. 

Pew people know that the Isle of 
Man has its own legal commercial 
radio station—Manx Radio—which 
is barred by the British Postmaster-

did.—Editor] 

By 
BRIAN STOWELL 

General from broadcasting outside 
the island. The Manx tele-
graphic and postal services are run 
by the British G.P.O., but it is pos-
sible that the Manx Government 
will take over these services when 
the G.P.O. becomes a public cor-
poration. Such a takeover would 
mean the end of the Postmaster-
General's powers in the Isle of 
Man. Whether Big Brother Britain 
would do nothing if Manx Radio 
then boosted its power to cover 
Northern England, Southern Scot-
land, and Eastern Ireland would be 
another matter! This is the mini-
mum radio coverage that Manx com-
mercial interests want. 

Most of the island's income comes 
from tourism, and Caroline North 
has shrewdly given the island's 
tourist industry over a million 
pounds worth of free publicity in the 
three years it has been stationed 
off the Manx coast. This is why 
Manx businessmen have tended to 
support Caroline instead of taking 
the more logical step of lobbying for 
the power of the island's own radio 
station to be increased. However, a 
great deal of seeming support for 
Caroline must have resulted as a 
reaction to London's brushing aside 
of the Manx viewpoint on the radio 
issue. 

ir -ir ft 

ALTHOUGH articles in British 
papers on the dispute have 

generally been fair, some of the old 
jnisconcepttaos and prejudices re-
main. The' "Guardian" was con-
vinced that ' the island gets an 
annual sJfesidv from a benevolent 
Westminster. The London "Times" 
spoke of the past "smuggling" 
activities of the Manx. However, as 
the "Times" must well know, the 
boundary between trading and 
smuggling can be a disputed mat-
ter. The British Government in 
1765 used the "smuggling" slur as 
a pretext for effectively annexing 
the Isle of Man. Before 1765, the 
island had had the status of an 
independent nation, a status we can 
appreciate on looking at Manx 
history. 

Prom the ninth century, Man was 
a Scandinavian - Gaelic territory. 
The Norse founded Tynwald, the 

DR. BROWNE 
HITS COMMON 

MARKET 
r \ R NOEL BROWNE, former 

Minister of Health and Labour 
T.D., has become one of the most 
outspoken critics of Irish Common 
Market membership within the Irish 
Labour Party. 

At a recent meeting of the Sean 
Connolly branch of the Labour 
Party in Dublin he said that mem-
bership of the Common Market 
would be a "sell-out, and the work-
ing people would have to pay." It 
would greatly Increase unemploy-
ment and emigration and would hit 
both workers and small farmers. Ire-
land's influence in the E.E.C. would 
be minimal; the Irish vote on the 
E.E.C. Council and Commission 
would be powerless to improve the 
condition of the Irish people or to 
prevent their exploitation by 
European big business. 

The Labour Party annual con-
ference will be held in October and 
Dr. Brown said that he Intended to 
urge the Party to change its policy 
to one of opposing Common Market 
membership at the conference. The 
Sean Connolly branch has unani-
mously passed a resolution for the 
annual conference opposing Com-
mon Market membership. 

Manx Parliament, and left strong 
imprints on the Manx legal system, 
which is still distinct from the Eng-
lish law. Isolated from the Irish 
motherland, the Manx developed 
their own Gaelic language, which 
retained appreciable official status 
until 100 years ago. In 1266. the 
island passed from the Norwegians 
to the Scots, and then to a succes-
sion of English overlords. Before 
1765, the Lord of Man had been the 
Duke of Atholl — the family motto 
"Go forth fortune and fill thy 
coffers." As nowadays, the relation-
ship between the English crown and 
Man was a strange one. The Manx 
regarded (and treated) their aristo-
cratic rulers not as feudal lords but 
rather as administrators of the 
Manx budget. 

Although the Lord of Man was 
subject to the English crown, the 
Manx were an independent nation 
in almost all respects. The English 
respected this independence until 
the eighteenth century, when, 
troubled by a balance-of-payments 
crisis (!) they became convinced 
that the way to cure it was to annex 
the Isle of Man. English customs 
officials began to intimidate and 
harass the Manx in a completely 
illegal campaign. Scandalised ac-
counts appeared in English papers 
of how the scurrilous Manx were 
"openly" trading with foreigners. 
The English imperialists ignored 
Tynwald's right as an independent 
government to flx its own tariffs — 
this was "smuggling." So, "that 
Island," as the English papers 
called it, became a possession of the 
English crown in 1765. 

QUITE ukibiportant people 
can point important politi-

cal lessons. 

Troops were moved in "to restore 
order" and Tynwald was suppressed 
for some time. For the past two 
hundred years, progressive Manx-
men have fought to get back the 
rights they lost—and they have had 
a fair amount of success. 

At present, the Manx do not have 
democracy. They are effectively 
ruled by a Governor appointed by 
Westminster. The composition of 
the Manx "Upper House" — the 
Legislative Council — is such that 
it is bound to support both West-
minster and the reactionary ele-
ment in the island. The present 
dispute is really between the demo-
cratically-elected House of Keys (the 
"Lower House") and the Legislative 
Council. The only organised politi-
cal parties on the island are the 
Manx Labour Party and the newly-
formed Mec Vannin, the nationalist 
party. 

The Manx Labour Party has so 
far not won enough seats to be a 
significant force in Tynwald. Mec 
Vannin, although it has no party 
members in Tynwald, .seems to be 
exerting some influence behind the 
scenes. It is not possible to say 
yet what Mec Vannin's political com-
plexion is. Spokesmen of the Manx 
Labour Party have taken the ser-
vile line that agitation for more 
independence will somehow prod an 
annoyed Westminster into taking 
away the present "privileges" the 
ungrateful Manx have. A sad 
change from the fine radical tradi-
tion of the Manx Labour Party in 
the first two decades of the century. 

pation of the six countied and could 
stay or leave as she pleased. 

V- V V 

pool, and a member of the 
branch of the Connolly Asso-
ciation. He is married with 
three children and the entire 
household conducts all its con-
versation in the Manx lan-
guage. But Mr. Stowell is not 
only a fluent speaker of his 
own language, he also wears a 
Fainne and spends holidays in 

LETTER 
ACHARA,—In the May edition 

of the "Democrat" you pub-
lished a sermon of the Most Rev. 
Dr. Lucey, Bishop of Cork in which 
he refers to planned cold-blooded 
extermination. 

We know that no Irish govern-
ment has encouraged t h i s during 
the past twenty years which he 
apparently means when he refers 
to our national planners. 

I think it was more like the 
policies of Queen Elizabeth, or Vic-
toria or Adolf Hitler, surely the 
same old story of people living in 
the luxury of palaces and having 
no idea of the plain people. 

Dr. Lucey is aware as is anybody 
else that people won't have the 
clock put back. When they arrive 
here they can get the best of well-
paid jobs and avail of all the social 
services. I know of one family who 
lived on the slopes of the Comeragh 
mountains. Now they are living in a 
£3,000 value house and the man 
and Wife, with two teenage family 
are bringing in £70 a week. 

The problem of depopulation of 
the country exists all round. Some 
time ago in the panorama series of 
British television we viewed what 
was described as the wholesale de-
population of the Scottish High-
lands, where the Dukes of Argyle 
and Athol sheep farmed on 30,000 
acres of Highland. They had to 
dispose of their flocks as they 
couldn't get shepherds to tend 
them. 

It showed all the crofters' and 
shepherds' cottages deserted and 
overgrown with weeds. The re-
tired schoolmistress was inter-
viewed. She stated that they had 
sixty scholars In 1939, now they 

,had only one and the school was 
olosed. 

The same story comes from 
Wales. Only recently the 8cottish 
and Welsh Nationalist parties at-
tributed their success in the eleo-
tions to the depopulation of their 
respective countries. It Is obvious 
that the Irish, Welsh and Soot-
tish peoples flock to the boom in-
dustrial areas of England. 

Again Dr. Luoay ask* Is he talk-
ing politics. At a glance I am a 
afraid he Is, though a fine man as 
he is. We know who turned out 
to reoeive Jack Lynch, the boy wh« 
made good and the son of a Woritor 
when he oame out to meet Ms 
native people of Cork and we know 
who was missing. 

Is mise, 
J. LALOR (Coventry) 

Mr. Lalor would surely not 
seriously sustain that Dr. Lucey 
does not visit the parishes of his 
diocese and know the actual con-
ditions of the people. Mr. Lalor 
on the other hand derives his 
knowledge of the Scottish High-
lands through the carefully cal-
culated brain-washing propa-
ganda of television. 

Id Mr. Lalor ever ask himself who 
decides that Coventry should be 
a "boom town" and West Cork 
a backward agricultural area? It 
Is that question which Dr. Lucey 
has asked. He may possibly have 
come to the wrong conclusion. 
But from having asked It he 
shows himself ahead of our very 
respected reader Mr. Lalor, a fine 
man as he also is.—EDITOR 

Take Willie in Hyde Park who 
recently shouted at the top of his 
by no means anaemic voice that Old 
Moore'S Almanac was banned by 
the censor in Dublin. 

Leaving aside the question of who 
"Old Moore" was, and the un-
doubted fact that farmers all over 
Ireland buy "Old Moore's Almanac" 
in order to find out when and where 
the fairs are taking place, and that 
the editor of the "Irish Democrat" 
has copies of it which he bought 
in Dublin—what was Willie getting 
at? 

• 
He showfti that soon enough. He 

attacked the twenty-six county 
Government for refusing to allow 
the sale of Easter lilies without a 
permit. This outraged him. He 
waxed eloquent about the oppres-
sion in the south. 

And his conclusion? Simply this, 
that no reasonable northern 
orangeman could be blamed for reso-
lutely refusing to entertain a United 
Ireland. 

V V- * 

T^ET what had Willie's friends 
* done when the same Republi-

cans who were jailed for selling 
Easter lilies went across the border 
into the six counties? Ah. That 
was a different matter. 

In other words, Willie did not 
care two snaps alxtut the jailing of 
Republicans. If they were in jail 
It was where they ought to be. But 
he was putting on an act for the 
benefit of the English people 
present, and using the blunders and 
petty tyrannies of the twenty-six 
counties to benefit the cause of 
Unionism. 

He knew well where he was. He 
knew he was in England, and that 
the greater the prejudice against 
the twenty-six counties that could 
be worked up in England, the safer 
he and his mates were going to be. 
For while England could not do 
anything about the Republicans 
jailed in Dublin (so he was quite 
safe). England was in actual occu-

I I E calculated, no doubt, in his 
instinctively hard-headed way, 

that he had put the nationally-
minded Irish on the spot. He was 
rather like the Tory who points to 
the fact that Labour introduced the 
wage-freeze, but not because he 
wants to pay you any more, but to 
show that "everybody is doing it." 

For if the Republicans there said 
"Quite right, Willie" what de-
veloped was a dispute between 
Irishmen in front of the English as 
to whether this part of Ireland or 
that was being made a worse mess 
of. The uninformed Englishman 
could smile while the argument went 
on. British imperialism was off the 
hook. 

On the other hand if the Republi-
cans rushed to the defence of the 
twenty-six counties they were put-
ting themselves in jail! 

>} V 
TTOW do we get out of this? The 
* ' answer is really simple. It is 
to raise in England what England is 
responsible for. And that is the 
regime she has imposed on the six 
counties, and refuses to moderate in 
any way whatsoever. That should 
wipe the smile off the Englishman's 
face. 

It is this that we demand action 
on, in England, by the British Gov-
ernment, here and now. The 
responsibility is here, let the action 
be here too. 

When Bifitain ceases to occupy 
six counties, and thereby withdraws 
her threat to the twenty-six, then it 
will be possible for Ireland to have 
a democratic constitution. The 

ymore the campaign against parti-
* tion develops, the better chance of 

progressive people in the twenty-six 
counties winning democratic ad-
vances. 

Support every progressive move-
ment in the twenty-six counties. 
Oppose every retrograde step. But 
remember your Job in England is to 
bring down British tyranny. Don't 
tilt at the straw men of Embassies. 
Tilt at the tyrants of Imperialism. 

LETTER 
TN Hyde Park on August 13th 

I strolled away over the 
grass from the C.A. meeting to 
where another Irish meeting 
was in progress. A youngish 
northerner was speaking. 

He said that the Connolly As-
sociation had told the Irish to vote 
for Wilson and that he would solve 
our problems, and that now the C.A. 
was admitting it was wrong and 
was against Wilson. He said the C.A. 
had been in existence for years and 
years and had achieved nothing, 
and he gave as his reason for this 
that nothing could be done by the 
Irish in Britain, and that any-
thing that could be done for Irish 
freedom must be done in Ireland. 
I hasten to add that there was 
nothing vicious or embittered in 
these remarks, but I thought I 
would ask you for your comments 
on them. He certainly didn't seem 
to have much hope. 

S. O'B. (Dublin). 

[Certainly we will comment. We 
imagine the speaker was our 
worthy friend Tony Maguire who 
comes from Derry said could be 
excused for being fed up at the 
continuance of the rotten regime 
that exists in the six counties. At 
the same time It is a pity he was 
so defeatist on this occasion. The 
fact that Ireland is not yet free 
does not invalidate any of the 
methods that have been used to 
secure her . freedom. You could 
say if yoir liked "physical force 
has been tried again and again" 
or you could say "constitutional 
action has been tried again and 
again," but the only thing that 
can be guaranteed to produce no 
result is doing nothing at all. 

Seriously, though, the speaker 
was sawing off the branch he was 
sitting on. He said it was no 
good doing anything in Britain. 
So why get up in Britain and say 
so? If It Is no good doing any-
thing certainly the least produc-
tive thing of all Is to tell people 
to do nothing! Except, perhaps, 

" that It might save them the 
trouble of trying! 

Just one correction. The Con-
nolly Association DID NOT tell the 
Irish either to vote for Wilson, or 
that Wilson would do anything for 
Ireland. The "Irish Democrat" 
published the list of candidates 
who had done something for Ire-
land, and warned that official 
Labour policy was that of the Ire-
land Act 1949, which it has been 
.shown to be. The Connolly As-
sociation was right not wrong. 
And the speaker should have 
popped in to Grays Inn Road 
before he held his meeting. Then 
we could have given him copies 
of what we did say and thus pre-
venting his going astray as he 

WHAT WILLIE TEACHES US 

Kerry Gaoltacht. He is a 
vigorous opponent of a l l 
national oppression. 
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RELIGION AND SOCIALISM 
HAVING had the privilege of 

visiting some of the Socia-
list countries in the world, the 
latest b e i n g Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia in March and 
April, 1967, I must express my 
views on the question of Re-
ligion in the Socialist State. 

Prior to my leaving Australia 
I had read in the capitalist 
Press and in some of the semi-
political journals who use a re-
ligious title that religion was 
suppressed under Socialism. In 
addition, many politicians and 
others —some of whom are - in 
the Labour movement but are 
opposed to Socialism— played 
on the fears and emotions of 
people by saying that a Socia-
list State would take from them 
their right to practise their re-
ligion. 

Among those who have had re-
course to these lies—and that is 
what they are—are people who do 
not worship in any church or in any 
way. In fact, the only time some 
of them will be or have been inside 
a church is when they were 
christened, married or buried. On 
two of these three occasions they 
were not conscious of the fact they 
were in a church. 

B Y M I C B A E L O U K I E X 
(General Secretary, Australian Railways Union) 

I was in Hungary during Easter 
1967. My beliefs and practices are 
well known to my associates; I have 
no need to mention them here. In 
Budapest I went to Mass at St. 
Stephens Cathedral on Palm Sun-
day and on Easter Sunday. I also 
went to Mass in other cities while 
I was there. 

There was no suppression or re-
striction placed on me or on any 
other citizen who wished to prac-
tise their religion. Hungary is a 
Catholic country and the devotion 
of the people to their religion is 
what one would expect in a Catholic 
country. I noticed many young men 
who had joined the Priesthood. 

The number of churches in 
Hungary is amazing and on Sun-
day and other religious days they 
are packed for devotions. 

VOLUNTARY 
Religion is still taught in the 

schools for one hour each day. The 
only departure from the past is that 
it is voluntary and not compulsory 
for children to attend religious in-
struction in the schools. It is left 

for the parents or the children to 
decide whether they attend or not. 

One thing that did impress me 
was the beautiful churches and the 
choirs. The singing was magnifi-
cent. I have mentioned to many 
of my friends since I returned that 
one outstanding feature of the sing-
ing was that the priests could also 
sing. This is the exception not the 
rule in Australia. 

The Hungarian Government has 
a department for church affairs. 
This department is responsible for 
the maintenance of the churches 
and the priests as well as ministers 
of other religions are paid by the 
state. That is why no collections 
are taken up in any of the churches. 

I had a similar experience in 
Prague. I visited many churches, 
including the Cathedral of St. Guys. 
I have seen cathedrals and churches 
of different denominations in other 
countries and I have no hesitation 
in saying St. Guys is the most mag-
nificent cathedral I have seen. It is 
maintained by the Government. I 
was told that Czechoslovakia could 
be regarded as 50 per cent Catholic. 
Like Hungary the Ministers of 

religion are paid by the state, the 
churches maintained by the state 
and there is no collection. 

UNITY TICKETS 
While I was in Hungary the 

elections for the National Parlia-
ment took place. Among those who 
were elected on the Popular Front 
Ticket were a Catholic priest and 
a Protestant bishop. The priest was 
subsequently elected a Vice-Presi-
dent of the Parliament. If he were 
in Australia he would be accused of 
running on a Unity Ticket. 

In Czechoslovakia Ministers in 
the Government are not Members 
of Parliament. They are chosen by 
the President and the Prime 
Minister from among the citizens 
and they are responsible to Parlia-
ment not a political party for the 
administration of their departments. 

In Czeckosldvakia the Minister for 
Health is a Catholic priest. 

Let no one deny it. I have his 
photograph giving his title. He was 

TRADE UNIONS 
ARE GROWING 

TN the six years between 1960-and 
' 1966 the total membership of 

trade unions in the six counties 
rose by 15 per cent, or 33,000 mem-
bers. 

Of the 246,000 trade union mem-
bers in the six counties, 85 per cent 
belong to unions that are affiliated 
to the I.C.T.U. (Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions) and 40 of the total 
91 unions which operate in the six 
counties are affiliated. 

The 4,000 strong six-county sec-
tion of the Confederation of Health 
Service Employees was refused ad-
mission to the I.C.T.U. or the figure 
would be 41. Talks are now in pro-
gress which may possibly remove 
the crux and open the way for the 
affiliation of C.O.H.S.E. 

One of the weaknesses in the six 
counties is that Nationalists and 
Republicans tend to neglect the 
trade unions, and as a result the 
conference resolutions do not re-
flect the full spectrum of opinion 
of six-county workers. 

But as much of the growth in 
trade union membership must be 
attributed to nationalist workers, it 
is possible that this position may 
soon be Improved. The trade union 
movement is not a sectional move-
ment but is simply the organised 
working class. As such it should 
reflect the desires of all sections. 

EMIGRATION 
HAS GONE UP 

irnHE number of people emigrat-
* ing from Ireland is as big a 

scandal as it ever was. Mr. J. 
Dowling, Fianna Fail, was told in 
the Dail recently that In the twelve 
months period fending In February 
44,200 people had emigrated from 
the twenty-six counties. -

At the same time we read of all 
the British Cabinet Ministers and 
other big-wigs who are buying 
pleasant retreats in the unspoilt 
country. 

We criticise no man or woman 
for fleeing from Intolerable econo-
mic condltons. But at the same 
time we hope the Irish In Britain 
will use all their Influence to tell 
their young relations to stay at 
home and to fight for their share 
of their own country by Joining the 
Republican or Socialist movement. 

CARS AND 
HOLIDAY 
STRANDS 

J T is known that a large num-
ber of the "big-wigs" of 

government in the six counties 
have interests in the road-build-
ing industries. 

This is understood to have in-
fluenced the decision to cut the 
rail link across the Lagan, and 
thus force all trans-Belfast traffic 
on to the roads. 

At the same time it cancelled 
the popular rail excursions from 
the country west of Belfast to sea-
side resorts along the Co. Down 
coast, such as Bangor. 

Another retrograde decision taken 
in the interests of the same in-
dustry and the allied oil industry is 
to open up the beaches and strands 
as car-parks and areas on which 
people can drive their cars. 

The traditional visitor took h i s 
family to the seaside and the 
strand was the place where the 
children could be left to play safely 
as there was no traffic to knock 
them down. 
JnPHIS is now all changed. Though 

a ten mile an hour limit has 
been Imposed on beaches, this is 
widely ignored, and the most 
alarming feature is the fact that 
motor insurance companies have 
less faith in the safety of strand 
motoring than the Government, 
and refuse to pay out for accidents 
caused on the strands. Reckless 
driving on Portstewart strand has 
become a public menace. 

According to the "Belfast News 
Letter" which shows a picture of 
the massed cars parked on six-
county beaches, overseas tourists 
are complaining and talking of 
taking their holidays in other 
countries. 

The Ulster Tourist Board states 
quite olearly however that It In-
tends to encourage strands as 
areas of ground on whloh motor-
cars can not only be parked but 
driven. 
T N what must be the silliest state-
' ment of the month it says there 

Is no intention of limiting the num-
ber of motorists using the beaches. 
Fair enough, but build car-parks 
behind and let them walk down to 
the beach if they can (or waddle 
if they can't). But here is the 
Ulster Tourist Board: 

"It would be unfair to prohibit 
cars from taking part in this tre-
mendously popular sport." 

Soon we'll be hearing of the 
dangers of cars smoking "pot." 

GLASGOW IRISH IN VIETNAM WAR PROTEST 
DEMONSTRATION 

FITT PLEDGE 
ON CASEMENT 
]U"R. GERRY FITT, MP., 

speaking at the annual 
Casement commemoration at 
Murlough, Co. Antrim, said he 
would do his best a t West-
minster to see that all the docu-
ments relating to Casement's 
arrest and execution were made 
available to the Irish people. 

The British Government had 
gone out of its way to defame 
Casement's character. 

Organiser of the gathering, Mr. 
Seamus Clarke remarked that they 
had a united platform of Cathollos 
and Protestants to pay tribute to 
Casement. 

Among others present was Dr. J. 
De Courcy Ireland, of the Irish 
Maritime Institute, who gave a lec-
ture at the indoor session after the 
meeting entitled "The Sea in 1916 
and after." An artlplg by Dr. 
Ireland appears on Page Itvo of 
this Issue. 

"I OUD squeals have been emerg-
' J ing from Unionist wigwams 

under the influence of the London 
Society of Labour Lawyers which is 
holding an enquiry into the alle-
gations of discrimination and other 
undemocratic practices in the six 
counties. But the Society is going 
ahead and one . columnist warns 
the Orangemen "you are on your 
last chance." 

TEILHARD 
SOCIETY 

CONFERENCE 
irF'HE second conference of the 

Pierre Teilhard de Char-
din Society takes place in Cen-
tral London on t h e week-end 
October 21st and 22nd. 

The first session at 9.40 a.m. on 
the Saturday morning will be Intro-
duced by the Rev. Dr. N. M. Wlldlers, 
who is the Editor of the collected 
works of de Chardin. He will be 
followed by Claude D. Curling, M.A. 
of King's College, London. 

The afternoon session will be 
opened by Dr. John Lewis, the 
Marxist philosopher on the Psycho-
social evolution of man, and at 4 
p.m. Rev. Paul Oestretcher, associate 
International Secretary of the 
British Council of Churches speaks 
on the "Politics of Integration." 

At 9.30 a.m. on Sunday Rev. Dr. 
N. M. Wildiers speaks on "God and 
the Universe." and the conference 
ends with a symposium on "possi-
bilities for the future." 

In its pre-conference publicity the 
society has not named the venue at 
which the conference Is to be held, 
except to say it is in Central Lon-
don. 

That detail can no doubt be ob-
tained from the secretary at 3 Crom-
well Place, London. S.W.7. 

away from Prague while I was there, 
otherwise because of my interest in 
this question arrangements would 
have been made for me to meet 
him. 

It is clear that the people in 
Australia and in other countries are 
being misled by the false propa-
ganda of those who wish to destroy 
the Socialist state. Some of this 
false propaganda comes from people 
who left their country for various 
reasons. They have brought their 
prejudices and hate with them. 

We must treat their views with 
caution and if necessary contempt. 
We are entitled to ask why they left; 
was ft that they feared Socialism 
or that they were pro-Nazi? 

OLD ORDER HAD TO GO 

The more I, as a layman, study 
this question the more I appreciate 
the wisdom of the late Pope John. 
He recognised that the world was 
changing; that people were not 
going to suffer hunger, unemploy-
ment and want. He also recognised 
that if the church was to survive 
and play its part in the new world 
that the old order had to go. That, 
I believe, is one reason why he con-
vened the Ecumenical Council. I 
feel that history will prove him right 
and his critics wrong. 

As one who has spent a lifetime 
studying and advancing the cause 
of Socialism I would have been dis-
appointed and disillusioned if my 
enquiries, experience and findings in 
regard to religion and Socialism had 
been different. It is good to know 
and a personal pleasure to be able 
to say to those who have criticised 
me for my views on this question 
that I was right and they are wrong. 

I never cease to quote the late 
'James Connolly's work, the famous 
Irish Socialist, "Labour, Nationality 
and Religion" To those who may 
differ with me and what I have said 
in this article, my answer is Go. 6ee 
for Yourself. 

To those who try to destroy the 
Socialist state on the basis of 
prejudice and by appealing to the 
emotions of the people I suggest 
they ' concentrate their attack, 
among others, on the Governments 
of Spain, Greece and South Africa. 

In South Africa religious orders 
are under attack by the Govern-
ment because the Government say 
they have gone beyond the teaching 
of religion and are interesting 
themselves in social questions. They 
have gone further. In the "Johan-
nesburg Sunday Times" of April 
16th, 1967 the following article 
appeared:— 

"A textbooli aporoved for use 
in South African high schools con-
tains the statement "the World 
Council of Churches is infiltrated 
with Communists." The book also 
says Communists "have virtually 
gained control of the modern 
ecumenical movement" and that 
7.000 ministers In the United 
States are Communists." 

This proves that Fascism not 
Socialism Is the real enemy of 
religious freedom. 

M. O'BRIEN, 
General Secretary 

Go raibh maith 

r pHE "Irish Democrat" requires a 
J- subsidy of about £30 a month 

to enable us to maintain our price 
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B. Wilkinson 5/-, Anon 3/3. T. 
Geoghan £1, P. Mulligan 16/3, T. 
P. Cuddv 4/-, G. & T Shields £1. 
Total £21 17s. 8d. 
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ONE MORNING IN JUNE 

A SHAWL OF GALWAY GREY 
"yWAS short the night we parted, too quickly came the day, 

When silent, broken-hearted, I went from you away; 
The dawn was bright'ning o'er Glenrue, as stole the stars away, 
That last fond look I caught of you in your shawl of Galway grey. 

Oh, I've seen the silks and laoes, and well they look and show, 
BWMttth tue pretty faces of gentle girls I know; 
Alt thts — • secret Iff confide — I'd leave them all today 
t o meet you on a green hillside in your shawl of Galway grey. 

The well is sparkling as of yore, the sky still grey and Wtte, 
The dog outside your father's door keeps watch and ward for yen. 
AMftUftM* ptoturemw f see, bet ah! so far away 
Is HHgtrtened by your grace so free in your shawl of Galway grey. 

Let others love some prouder dame with friHs and flowers bedecked, 
Your potter o'er me is still the same, its play remains unchecked. 
And all I wish for is GJenrue, my homeland far away, 
And life and love beside you in your shawl of Calway grey. 

COME TO THE BOWER 
^ 1 / H . t you come to the bower o'er the free boundless ocean, 

Where the stupendous waves move in thundering motion, 
Wtierfl ttnr meffnsMB are seen the fierce tempest gathers 
TO hrttf Erin the Green, the dear land of our fathers, 
Will you come, will you, will you, will you come to the Bower? 

Witt your ceme to the land of O'Neill and O'Donnell, 
Of Loftr Lucan Of oW and the immortal O'ConneH, 
Where Brian drove the Danes and S t Patrick the vermin 
Ahd Whose valleys remain still most beaMttfut ami oharming 
Will you come, will you, will you, will you oomi to Me Bower? 

You can visit Benburtr and the storied Bleo* water 
w«wrr Owen Roe met Munroe and his chieftains dW slaughter, 
WMMVtM lambs ship and play on the mosaey alt over, 
From those bright golden views to enchanting Rostrevor, 
Will yem come, wilt you, will you, will you come to the Bower? 

You can see Dublin city and the fine groves of Blarney, 
The Bann, Boyne the Liffey and the Lakes of KHIamey; 
You- may ride on the tide o'er the broad majestic Shannon, 
You may sail round Lough Neagh and see storied Dungaimon. 
Will you come, will you, will you, will yeu come to the Bower? 

Ytou can visit New Ross, gallant Wexford and Gorey, 
WtMre the Green was last seen by proud Saxon and Tory, 
m u n i the soil is sanctified by the Wood of each true mm 
WfiWI they died satisfied their enemies they wouM net run from. 
WW ymr come, wHI you, witl you, Mill you come to Hie Bower? 

Will you oome and awake our lost land from its sltimVer, 
ArtM f̂ftr fetters we will break that our limbs did long encumber, 
JIMPfflk air will resound with hosannas to greet you, 
OlHhir sfwn wWbe found gallant Irishmen to meet you, 
VfMf ytiti eeme, wM yea, will yea, will you come to the Bower? 

(Thie song Is an invitation to the exiled Fenians in America; Lord 
Lucaxi is better known as Patrick Sarsfield). 

# \ N E morning in June agus me dtaf a' spaisteoireacftt, 
^ Casadh liom cailin gur ro-dheas a gnaoi; 
She was so handsome gur thuit me i ngradh feithe, 
Is dfag si mairg i gceart lar mo chroidhe. 

I asked her her name no de ait a bheanuigheach i, 
"Casadfi ins an ait tu, a gftradh ghill mo chroldfle, 
Nfy heart it will break if you don't come along with me, 
Slan agus beannacht le buadhnaimh an tsaoghail." 

"Is eailrn beag og me o cheantair na farraige 
Togadh go cneasfa me i dtosach me sKaoghait, 
I Being so early se sitid ba cleacfcta le« 
That made my own parent's and me disagree.1' 

"A chuisie's a stor aetrt anois bfearr liom tamall 
I'll tell yon a story from bottom mo chroide — 
That I'm a young man who w totaliyrn love with you, 
Surely my heart is from rag aery frw." 

"Go on you bold rogue, sure you're- wanting to flatter me 
D a r e f m ar an long is da ean ar an gbraoWH" 
"So powder your hair, love, and oome away 'long wi th me 
SI an agus beannacht le buadhraimhan tsaoghail. 

There's an ate house nearby is beimid go maidin ann, 
IV yfttf're satisfied, a ghradh ghill mo chroidhe, 
Efrfly next morning we'll send for a clergyman 
's beimidne ceangailte i nganfhios don tsaoghail. 

Beimid ag ol faid is mhairfheas an t-airgead, 
Then we will take the road home with all speed, 
When the reckoning is paid who care f6r the landlady ? 
Stan agus beannacht le buadhraimh an tsaeghail." 

Air: The Rising e4 the iWtton 
rest yeu, Rotfert Emmet. 

And God rest you, noble 
Tone; 

God rest you, Hugh O'Donnell, 
And O'Neill of brave Tyrone. 
Getf rest you, Patrick Sarsfield, 
in your grave far, far away; 
God rest you all who strove to 

speed 
The dawning of the Day. 

CHORUS: 
Freedom's bright and blessed day! 
iretantf frtfcr from Saxon sway! 
Lift your hearts and pray, God 

speed us 
TO the aawnwg of the Day? 
Mot iff vaiit yeu pfturw your life-

Gallant hearts of Ninety-Eight! 
Nt»r iff ytttr gttWtf BndHuntetf 
Neati Mr- scewrire et English 

Hen of Wexford! men of Antrim! 
WfeY) WtWSff rwnwr Shall ne'er 

d«*i* 
But shall shtne, like" stars to lead 

us 
To the1 (teaming ef the Day* 
Foreign foe and native traitor, 
Both Wave failed to quench the 

Iftivfti. 
That has mWetf f^elantPs amies, 
Through the years of pride and 

shame; 
And 'twill flash to deathless 

glowing. 
Making bright the upward way, 
When our men shaft march to 

f rftfitlMW' 
At the dawning of tfts Day. 
O'er the fieW your Mood has 

hallowed 
0, ye hosts of Irish dead! 
irr th« light of Freedom's morn-

ing 
Men of Ireland yet shall tread, 
When the foeman reels before 

them, 
In the thunder of the fray, 
They shall shout your name in 

triumph 
At the dawning of the tfay. 

The black velvet band 
I f f a neat l i tt le town they call Belfast 
1 Apprentice to trade I was bound 

With plenty of bright amusement 
t l i ilMii* m y days go round -r-
Titl misfortune and ruin came over me 
WfHoh naased me to stray from the land, 
Fftr away from my frfeiHteand companions 
Betrayed toy a Black Velvet Band. 

Oh, her eyes they snone like diamonds 
You'd think she was queen of the land 
With hear hair hanging over her 

shouhMfft 
Tied up wMM a Black Velvet Band. 

I took a stroft one morning 
Meaning not long for to stay, 
When whom should I meet but this pretty 

young nwM 
A-tripping along the highway. 
She was so fair and handsome 
Her neck it was just like the swan 
And her hair hung over her shoulders, 
Tied up with a Black Velvet Bahd. 
I took a stroll with this pretty young maid, 
When a gentleman passed us by ; 

I k n e w she meant ardoing of him 
By the look in her roguish black eye. 
A gold watch she took from his pocket 
And placed it right into my hand 
And the very next thing that I said was 
Bad cess to the Black Velvet Band. 

Before the judge and the jury 
Wext morning I had to appear; 
The judge he says to me, "Young man 
Your case it is proven here. 
We'll give you seven years penal servitude 
To be served far away from this land, 
Far away from your friends and com-

panions 
Betrayed by a Black Velvet Band." 

So come all you jolly young fellow?, 
A warning take by me 
Wfren you are out on the town, my lads, 
Beware of those pretty col leens; 
They'll fill you with strong (frink, my lads, 
Until you're not able to stand, 
And the very first thing that you'll know 

is, 
You're bound for Van Diemen*s Land. 

T h e s t o r y of t o r n I t a l i a * O o l t o i r i E i r e a n n 
"j^T is an indisputable fact of his-

tory that music flourished in 
Ireland from very early times, as 
may be learned from visiting 
chroniclers—some of them hostile 
to Ireland — who marvelled at its 
beauty, variety, and Its influence 
on the people, an influence indeed, 
that- the English were quick to 
realise, for, as early as 16th and 
17th centuries harpers, poets, and 
pipers, were frequently outlawed 
and imprisoned. 

Although much has been lost, 
and some still remains to be col-
lect*^ yet, experts say. that in 
quantity, variety and quality. Ire-
land possesses the richest heritige 
of folk musia fcl any country in the 
world and we. whose lives h a v e 
been enriched by that inheritance, 
are indebted to all those who. 
through their devotion, and despite 
famine, poverty and persecution, 
cherished and saved for us, our 
music and song, which among our 
many cultural possessions, hold a 
high place, as hallmarks of o u r 
distinct end separate nationhood. 

"TwOMTN the centuries Co. West-
J ^ m e a t h was rich in traditional 
music and famous musicians, and 
of the many music festivals which 
were held annually in different 

parts of the county, the Midland 
feis or Peis Lar na hEireann first 
held in Mullin§ar in 1904 was the 
most important, and it was at this 
event in 1950 that some members 
of the Dublin pipers' club, met, and 
discussed with the local feis com-
mittee. the idea of forming a 
nation-wide organisation of Irish 
musicians, and music lovers. 

As a result of those and later dis-
cussions, Comhaltas C e o I t o i r i 
Eireann was founded, with rertain 
specific aims: (1) To promote Irish 
traditional music in all its forms. 
i2) To restore the playing of the 
hirp and uilleann pipes in the 
natir.nil life of Ireland. <3> To 
creite a closer bend among all 
lovers of Irish music. (4) To co-
operate with all bodies working for 
the restoration of Irish music. < 51 
To establish branches throughout 
the country and abroad to achieve 
the foregoing aims and objects. 

Prominent a m o n g s t t h o s e 
founders were Leo Rowsome. world 
famous piper, pipe maker and 
music teacher. William Reynolds, 
piper, pipes teacher and adjudica-
tor and Cait Bean W Muineachain, 
who beeame the first chairman of 
C.C.E, 1951, and the first Fleadh 
Cheoil rrv h-Eireann was held that 
year in Mullingar. 

By JOHN HYNES 
(Member of the Council of the 

British, Irish Musicians' Association) 
ifKISH MUSJK'IANS' ASSN.) 
"If ever there was a people 

gifted with a musical soul and 
sensibility, in a higher degree 
than another I would venture to 
assert that the ancient Gaedhil of 
Erinn were that people." 

—Professor Eugene O Curry. 
I'lX) those who have never visited 

a Fleadh; it is an all Ireland 
and overseas competition for Irish 
music in juvenile, junior, and senior 
sections in pipes, flute, fiddle, ac-
cordion, concertina, etc. duets, trios, 
ceilio bands, ballads in Irish and 
English, men's and women's sec-
tion all of which are followed with 
rapt attention by keen and critical 
audiences. Adjudicators are drawn 
from p panel approved by the cen-
tral executive. 

C.C.E. spread to every county, to 
New York, London, other cities, and 
competitors from Britain and U S. 
including some born overseas have 
won many first and second places 
in some of the principal contests. 

But a Fleadh as well as being a 
competition, is a festival of Irish 
music and song — a hosting and 
social reunion of singers, musicians 
and their followers from at home 
and abroad, who meet in a friendly 

a n d congenial atmosphere, ex-
change tunes, hold discussions, or 
compare styles of present day 
players wtth the great; ones who 
have passed on, culminating in the 
grand impromptu music sessions in 
the streets, as a couple of fiddlers 
and perhaps, a flute, start off, to be 
joined gradually by others on 
various instruments until a band 
of over a dozen would delight the 
crowd far into the night. 
A N all-Ireland Fleadh is unique 

J ' as a cultural event and its 
appeal to a complete cross-section oi 
the Irish people is without rival 
drawing attendances of 70,000 t o 
100.000. yet for some unknown 
reason, it is almost bovcotted, if not 
treated with hostility by the 
national daily Press and television 
and to find Fleadh results it is 
necessary to delve through pages 
of dog racing, horse racing, golf, 
rugby, soccer, oyster festivals etc., 
in order to find them, while pro-
minence is given to pictures of 
some grotesque beatniks from the 
hordes which have marred the en-
joyment of a couple of Fleadhanna. 
In passing one wonders would they 
be allowed at Leopftrdwtown or Dub-
lin Horse Show or its approaches? 

Although it waft inevitable that 
many ballad groups wmiW mush-
room up on the soil prepared for 

;hem and even become wealthy, 
their musical world seems to 
have begun and ended with Percy 
Frinch and the music-hall dross 
of the 'twenties with of course the 
guitar, the mike and much abused 
Aran jersey, and they offer no 
serious challenge to tile work of 
C.C.E. 

On the credit side, as well as 
grown-ups, youthful entrants are 
increasing in numbers, a n d dis-
playing a mature musical skill and 
knowledge. 

, rPHERE are active brand es in 
* Glasgow. Liverpool, Manchester. 

St Helens, Birmingham and two in 
Londcn; Fulham, which h o l d s 
music sessions at Greyhound Ful-
ham Palace Road, and South Lon-
don Branch at the Spread Eagle. 
Wandsworth, on alternate Tuesday 
nights. 

The founders and workers in 
C.C.E can look with pride (n the 
fruits of their labour so far and 
with hope, to the future 

They have helped to put Irish 
music on the road back to its 
rightful place in the cultural life 
of Ireland 

As Thomas Davis said "No 
enemy speaks slightintfty of I r i s h 

music, and no f r i m f n<*<! feur to 
bonst of it. It is wttWwt a rival." 

SEPTEMBER 1967 T H E IRISH D E M O C R A T 

; 

B O O K S 
edited by 

GERARD 
CURRAN 

MAYN00TH 
RECOLLECTED 

"Reminittences of a Maynooth 
Professor/' by Waiter Mc-
Don»W, edited with a 
memoir by Basis fiwynn 
(Mercier Press, 16/-). 

This is a book of great interest 
very welcome in these present days 
of rapprochement between Catholi-
cism and Socialism. I say rap-
prochement because Connolly for 
one, never admitted that the divorce 
was ever anything but regrettable 
and unnatural. 

For aver forty years Dr. Walter 
McDonald .was a professor at May-
nooth and for 25 years he was Pre-
fect of the Bunboyne Foundation, 
an establishment for post-graduate 
work. He was one of the great 
"rebel priests" of our grandfathers' 
time, and there are signs that the 
great Republican priest Father 
Michael O'Flanagan may have been 
influenced by his thought, unless 
we have here one more example of 
what evolutionists call "con-
vergence." 

Dr. McDonald was born in Co. 
Kilkenny, near Mooncoin, and at-
tended St. Kieran's College, Kil-
kenny City, where years afterwards 
Thomas MacDonagh was to teach. 
It is with some regret that one 
notes that the chapters in the full 
reminiscences which deal with 
childhood and youth in the imme-
diate post-famine period have been 
unavoidably cut in this edition. 

' PHOUOH not at first a promising 
pupil—though Dr. Gwynn is 

eloquent in his memoir on the 
desperate lack of books in the edu-
cational establishments of those 
days—-from the day he entered May-
nooth he set himself to work on the 
problems which were exercising the 
best minds of the nineteenth cen-
tury. One of these was the rela-
tion between science and religion. 

This was a bold enterprise for the 
Maynooth of his days, and the more 
so since he came to' the conclusion 
that modern scientific ideas were 
not nearly so heretical as some of 
his mpre conservative contem-
poraries believed. 

It is however eloquent of the 
limitations<«tf feisxday that although 
he wrote .many f^Ul-length books 
not one Hi them .was given the 
nilhil obstat tjn the Archdiocese .of 
Dublin, though some were accepted 
elsewhere. And yet It also says 
something for the toleration that 
existed as wall, that thene was never 
any suggestion of his losing his re-
sponsible And 'in many ways key 
position. 

|j\RQM obampUuUng modernism in 
1 the -tbeqiflgiqal field te .rawed 
into the &e)4<*f contemporary .poli-
tics. Many who never Head .his 
memoirs -Jbe aware of &is 
courageous .stfflfioct of Dr. ,Q3ftch«y 
in the great controversy awr com-
pulsory Irish in the national univer-
sity. 

But he took up tbe cudgels for 
other things die believed in. He be-
lieved in the Irish people's right to 
make a ressUiUon to tree Ireland 
and wrote:— 

"Tell us, you mock Tories and 
canting whip, wbep aftd yljere 
was there a revolution, suoceasful 
or unsuccessful, which you did not 
approve—outside of Ireland?" 
In the great test of immediate 

pre-war jjQjiycs, the test that 
Arthur CHMStfi failed and w. B. 
Yeats passed. Dr. McDonald was on 
tlie side of Larkin and the Irish 
Transport Union. His defence of 
the sympathetic strike has been 
published in this volume. 

It can thus 'fee said that on three 
great testing grounds of Irish life, 
cultural, poHtlc&l and economic, he 
was on the side of the people, the 
working-class and the nation. 

It is not therefore .surprising to 
And, going back, that he was 

(Continued In column Two) 

RELIGION IN ANCIENT IRELAND 
' T h e ^ Church in Early Irish 

Society," by Kathleen Hughes 
(Methuen, 50/-). 

J J R HUGHES traces the pro-
cess by which a highly-

developed, pagan, heroic society 
adapted itself to, and reacted 
upon, religious ideas which 
hitherto had been propagated 
only within the framework of 
the Roman Empire, with its sys-
tem of towns and bureaucratic 
institutions. 

During the seven centuries be-
tween the mission of Palladius and 
the Anglo-Norman invasion the 
Christian church tn Ireland organ-
ised itself in a form derived from 
the ancient kinship society into 
which it was assimilated. Whereas 
in western Europe and Britain the 
church early assumed a centralised, 
hierarchical system of government 
analogous with the Roman magis-
tracy, with fixed areas of Jurisdiction 
assigned to bishops and metropoli-
tans, in Ireland the family-unit of 
the monastery began to supersede 
the diocese as the basis of adminis-
tration within a few generations of 
Patrick's death. The second half of 
the sixth century saw the founda-
tion of the great "paruchise." or 
monastic confederations. 

Columcille instituted houses at 
Derry, Durrow and Iona, and Com-
gall had already established at Ban-
gor the school from which Colum-
banus went to found daughter-
houses at Annagray, Luxeuil and 
Bobbio. Once a chain of con-
federated monasteries had been 
formed the abbot of the major 
house exercised authority over them 
corresponding to that of an over-
king, whereas a diocesan bishop, 
although the secular law accorded 
him the highest honour-price, was 
as restricted in jurisdiction as a 
petty king within his "tuath." 

The two forms of government, 
abbatial and episcopal, co-existed for 
centuries. St. Patrick's successors, 
or "coarbs," at Armagh, for example, 
were b'Sftops down to at least 800 
a.d., though they, lived the com-
munal life of monks. They also 
adopted the methods of the 
pioneering abbots by extending their 
sway over an increasing area, until 
they could claim primacy over the 
whole of Ireland. Their para-
mountcy, when achieved, was based 
on Irish ideas of overlordship and 
the tribal structure of society, 
rather than on the Roman concept 
of authority delegated by the suc-
cessor of St. Peter. Their status 
cqnferred the right to raise tribute, 
but not to legislate, resembling that 
of the ^eeular "ri ruirech." 

Jn linking their authority with 
thjat of the established ruling 
aristocracy they were following the 
precedent of their .founder, who set 
jup his ofenrch within two miles of 
Emain jMacha, the royal fort of 
Ulster, when it was still occupied by 
the king. ®he ascendancy of 
Armagh followed the rise to jpowep 
of its patrons, the Mocttern Ui Neill. 
I>Y the eighth century the 

monastic ahurch was a power-
ful influence, and enjoyed great 

•CofrWaed tmm C ohnwn One) 
already In ibis young -days a sup-
porter of the Land League, and in 
a mote eompleK way if not of jpar-
noU, .at leaat of the PacaeUUes. Un-
doubtedly this mind afeacad and ids 
thought deepened as he grew 
plder. 
r p H I S is a book showing the pastel 

* shades of modern Irish history 
—not the bold clash of terrestrial 
colours, but their no less real reflec-
tion in t^e _clpugy heavens of doc-
trine, intellectual discipline and 
ideology. All those interested in the 
evolution of Ireland's intellectual 
life should read it, perhaps along-
side W. P. Ryan's "The Pope's 
Oieen Island," and Horgan's "Par-
nell to Pearse." 

The level of production Is vastly 
improved on that of some recent 
Mereter publications that showed 
inadequate proof-reading. Mercier's 
are to be congratulated in getting 
over this handicap, for this paper-
back .will stand comparison with 
any-

But one academic word to the 
distinguished editor—does he really 
maintain that "protagonist" means 
defender? C.D.G. 

privileges. The secular law. w 
its humanitarian institutions of 
fosterage, hospitality, maintenance 
of the sick and the old, and its pro-
vision for the protection of a class 
of learned poets and lawyers, was 
predisposed in favour of Christian 
ideals. The early ecclesiastics 
effected a harmony between church 
and native custom which tended to 
encourage all that was beneficient 
in the latter. Latin learning, 
brought from the monasteries of 
Gaul and Germany, gave new forms 
to literature, craftsmen were intro-
duced to new techniques, and the 
legal standing of the clergy made 
them co-operators in maintaining 
domestic peace. 

Abbots sometimes became involved 
in the political ambitions of their 
patrons, and some abbacies were 
held by generations of laymen who 
bequeathed them to their heirs, but 
on the whole the church remained 

itha religious, markedly ascetic insti-
tution. If wars between religious 
houses were not unknown, the true 
spirit of the Irish anchorite is rather 
to be found in the exquisite nature-
poetry composed by scholars on 
holiday from their "scriptoria." 

Religious life continued to flourish 
under the terror which convulsed 
the country after the Vikings began 
to settle in the ninth century. The 
grievous loss of life, of security and 
of precious metal work and illumi-
nated manuscripts caused only a 
brief pause in the intense cultural 
activity of the monks. To this 
period belong the earliest stone 
churches, the round towers and the 
high crosses. Several of these are 
illustrated in the book. 

The twelfth century saw the Irish 
church transmuted into some resem-
blance of its modern form. The 
Synod of Cashel in 1101. represent-
ing the entire civil and religious 

THE HEN OF 
EASTER WEEK 

"Leaders and M e n of the Easter 
Ris ing: Dublin 1916," edited 
by F. X. Martin, O.S.A. 
(Methuen (London), 35/-). 

T AST year Radio Telefis Eireann, 
as part of the 1916 celebrations, 

transmitted a series of lectures, 
dealing with various aspects of the 
Rising. The nineteen lectures have 
now been made available in perma-
nent form. 

It is not altogether a happy ar-
rangement. A wide gap exists be-
tween the fleeting word of a TV or 
radio programme, and that which 
appears in print, to be read, ab-
sorbed and pondered over. Conse-
quently readers may tod this 
volume insufficiently "meaty," and 
some may chafe at the occasional 
"playing safe" of the contributors. 

These are the limitations when 
the state broadcasting service ven-
tures into the field -of-- history, 
especially when many of the pro-
tagonists are still alive and capable 
of kicking! 

One finds views which are open 
to challenge. In his contribution. 
"Larkin, Connolly and the Labour 
Movement," Edward MacLysaght 
asserts that the leaders of -Labour 
after 1916 did nothing repugnant 
to Connolly's standpoint". Some 
followers of Connolly would dis-
agree. It is hard to imagine Con-
nolly accepting De Valepa's dictum, 
"Labour must wait," or believe that 
a Connolly-led Labour movement 
would not have been wholeheartedly 
on the Republican side in the Civil 
War. But the expaeestons of 
opinion in this boqk axe presented 
in an uncontroversial way. That is 
the main drawback. It does nothing 
to pravqfce. 

However one has no hesitation in 
recommending it. It Is eawcially 
Useful for those wishing to under-
stand the events leading ;,t« 1816 
and the personalities who shaped 
tl)e Rising. 

The nineteen lectures are: Blrrell, 
Mati>an and the Men -of Dublin 
Cattle, by Leon .Q jBngJn; Mafcafty, 

V lce^R^] I I I^g^by W Terence de 
.Vere White; 'DHJon, Redmond and 
the Irish 'Home 'Rulers, by >F. S. L. 
Lyons; Hyde, O. P. Moran and dfcish-
Jreland, by Donal McCartney; 
Arthur Griffith and Sein Fein, by 
Bean O Lulng; Craig and the Ulster 
Volunteer Force, by A. T. Ste-
wart; Carson—Unionist and Rebel, 
by J. C. Beckett. 

MoCulleugh, JHobson and Republi-
can Ulster, by F. X- Martin; Tom 
Clarke, MacDermott and the LR.B., 
by Kevin B. Nowlan; Tarkln. Con-
nolly and the Labour Movement, by 
Edward MacLysaght; Eoin MacNeill 
and the Irish Volunteers, by T. 
Desmond Williams; Patriok Pearse 
—the evolution of a Republican, by 
David Thornley; Plunkett and Mc-
Donagh, by Donagh MacDonagh: 
Casement and German Help, by 
Roger McHugh; Ceannt, Devoy, 
CRahilly and the Military Plan, by 
Florence O'Donoghue; Maxwell, 1916 
and Britain at War, by Cyril Falls; 
1916—Revolution and Religion, by 
John « . Whyte; Markievlce and the 
Women of the Revolution, by Brian 
Farrell; 19W—Revolution or Evolu-
tion? by F. X. Martin, O.8.A. 

8. It 

NATIONALITY, 
A W a C O M E 

REPRINT 
"The Nationalities of €urope," 

H. M. Chadwick, Cambridge 
^University Press, 30/-). 

jPROFESSOR CHAD WICK'S book 
.written during the Second 

World War and completed just 
before its end, has recently been re-
issued. It sets out to trace the 
growth of the most important 
European nationalities and examines 
the development of the various 
European languages. Is language 
the hard core of national identity? 
How do languages come into being 
and develop, and how is national 
feeling bound up with them. These 
are some of the questions arising 
from this work. There are three 
chief groups of European languages: 
Romance, Teutonic and Slavonic, 
and it is to these that most of 
Europe's 40-50 languages belong. 

Tracing the expansion and growth 
of these languages through history 
is both complex and fascinating. It 
is to be deplored that the linguistic 
map at the back of the book is not 
clearer. The use of colour would 
have helped considerably. National 
movements are often bound up 
closely with language and, in Ire-
land, Sinn Fein and Connolly's 
Socialist Republican movement in-
cluded the restoration of Gaelic 
among its aims. 

This book is essentially a work of 
its .time and the chapters on "Claims 
to Domination" include a survey of 
German history and of the growth 
of the Herrenvnik ideology. Nazi 
fascists used these theories of so-
caUed 'innate superiority' to lead 
nations into war and exterminate 
imUPons. Rut, although over 20 
yews have 4»$sed since the end of 
the .war, the struggle still continues. 
AU oyer the world great national 
movements fight unceasingly for the 
right to liberty and self-determina-
tion. 

mBQC book concludes with a plea 
^ for better understanding be-
tween peoples and Stresses the need 
for .a greater Juwiedge of the 
languages a»d euatams of qther 
peoples. The need to .exp&Ml Rus-
eian Chinese studies in this 
c w t o J s ^ j ^ ^ o r e j s l e x w x t today. 
Wtejln Brttain itself there is room 
for greater tolerance and under-
standing, and the universities could 
do much to Increase our knowledge 
of Celtic studies. So far these have 
been treated with "contemptuous 
neglect." 

History has moved on since 
Professor Chadwick urged the end-
ing of the old imperialism and in 
its place an "association of fine 
peoples." But aggression is still 
rampant and inequality widespread. 
World peace is threatened con-
tinually and the prevention of war 
is now everyone's concern. So that 
this sentence from the book's con-
cluding chapter is of immediate sig-
nificance to us all: "We have to 
recognise that International rela-
tions are no longer the concern of 
governments only, and that the gov-
ernments themselves are dependent 
pn their peoples." 

$.». 

leadership of the Southern Half, 
freed churches from secular tribute, 
protected their rights of sanctuary, 
tightened the marriage laws, and 
regulated ecclesiastical appoint-
ments. Later synods imposed a 
Roman structure on what was now 
the dominant institution in the life 
of the country. 
T)ALLIA were brought from Rome 

for the metropolitans of 
Armagh (whose primacy now re-

(Continued on Page Eight) 

FAIR CITY 
"Dublin—A -Portrait," by V. S. 

Pritchetl. Photographs by 
Miss t v e l y n Hater (The ,Bed-
ley Head (London.), £ 4 4s.). 

iT'HIS is a beautiful book. Miss 
Hofer's photographs are re-

markable. There are 94 of them, 
including 16 in colour. They seem 
almost to capture the very climate 
of Dublin. 

Mr. Pritchett's text unfortunately 
disappoints. He writes with affec-
tion of Dublin and Dubliners, but 
like many English writers he tends 
to be patronising. There is also 
the usual searching for the 
mystique. Everyone else, especially 
the English, are rational people. 
But the actions of the Irish are 
rooted in some deep spiritualism. 
The differences are mainly because 
one has been an oppressing nation 
and the other oppressed. But this 
is hard for some people to swallow. 
Obscure reasons have to be sought. 
nVTR. PRITCHETT attempts a 
* " history of Dublin, an account 

of its literary and political figures, 
comments on its architecture, and 
a psycho-analysis of its citizens, all 
rolled into one. It is a bold attempt 
and he has provoked. Dublin will 
no^ doubt be set talking, which is 
probably what he intended. 

He claims that Irish censorship 
up to a few years ago "was the most 
oppressive in the world." This one 
doubts. Earlier he writes "We can 
be certain that the. rows caused by 
the Playboy would occur again if 
foreign plays were brought in." 
Nonsense! Why do English writers 
always exaggerate when on this 
hobbyhorse? Over ten years ago. 
Millar's "A View from the Bridge" 
was produced uncen sored in Dublin. 
In progressive "swinging" London, 
it had to be cut before the censor 
would let it be shown. 

He gets on to an odd tack .when 
dealing with the "Mother-figure" in 
Dublin society. "The mother 
dominates her sons, and his feel-
ings are directed .first to .her and 
then to his sisters: this tends to 
make him idealise *nd-«ventu*Uy— 
to.despise,women." Whatwera&jut 
the domineering Irish mother, .feut 
Dubliners who despise .women arc, I 
suggest, a produoe of Mr. PriU&ettr's 
Hyely imagination. 
r p H I S 'book contains .more than its 
J- share of mlufcnlrei McCarthy, 

not McCabe, was the author a t 
"Rriests and Peqpl* in Ireland" On 
page seven the author .-states .that 
the men of "the ffryplT1 Cqcce tsa-
dUion had seized cgntopl of 
Fein." This 4s tax mfcnnce 
pie-1916 period, and it I s w f t e uu-
true. He probably maans .tfee 
volunteers. On page eight Qpw-
nolly is described as Iwnipg his 
workers' army after the duck stftae 
of 1012. The year was ,IW, Mtfl it 
wasn't a doak strike. On one page 
Emmet's rebellion is placed in the 
year 1805 and later in the cortect 
year of 1808. Mr. Pritchett paints 
a vivid picture of QmmetXdlstisssed 
wife at his execution, whiah would 
certainly have been a remarkable 
Sight, since he was unmarried. The 
author notes that Dublin has had a 
Jewish Lord Mayor and wonders if 
in time It may have a Protestant 
one. Readers will recall that some 
years ago the Protestant Maurice 
Dorkrell occupied the Mansion 
House In Dawson Street. 

This is an expensive book, it is 
a pity that a couple of guineas were 
not spent In having it competently 
proof-read. However the outstand-
ing photographs Are a pleasure in 
themselves, and Mr- Pritchett's work 

i s always nadafele. 
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NOTES & NEWS 
U f E see that some quite dis-
™ tinguished Irish journal-
ists and broadcasters are writ-
ing in the Irish editions of Bri-
tish newspapers. 

Frankly we regard this as a rat 
activity. The English editions of 
these papers are viciously anti-
Irish, but they allow a few tame 
nationalists on the Irish editions so 
as to get circulation and smash 
the native Irish papers. 

It is particularly disgraceful that 
journalists on provincial I r i s h 
papers should for the sake of a 
few dirty shillings be prepared to 
act as correspondents for these 
papers, and thus shortsightedly 
help £o enable British big business 
to destroy Inland's fine press. •tr -to -to 
SOUTH London Connelly Associa-

tion is arranging a coach trip 
to Eastbourne. The day is Sun-
day, September 17th, and tlu cost 
including tea is *1. Details can 
be got from the Connolly Associa-
tion office (telephone TERminus 
4826) or from the Seoretary at 
FOOtscray 2982. 

* it it MORE official vandalism is re-
ported from Cork City, where 

there is announced a decision to 
demolish the oldest civic building 
in Ireland, the 17th century alms-
house known as "Skiddy's Home." 
The Cork Wolfe Tone Society has 
rightly protested against this piece 
of wanton destructiveness. * * * BRITISH-BUILT torture cham-

bers are now running on the 
Dublin services of C.LE. 

Believe it or not, they have NO 
ventilation; it is impossible to open 
a window. The automatic doors 
are jammed tight as soon as the 
last passenger is aboard. But to make 
matters worse the heat of the 
engine which is at the back comes 
Inside the bus where there is a 
large wide metal plate too hot to 
put your hand on. 

What on earth is the motive of 
designing these monstrosities? A 
perfectly good commercial one, 
didn't you guess: it is part of the 
plan to bribe one section of the 
busmen with extra pay to operate 
one-man buses and put their mates 
out of work. 

Religion in Ireland 
(Continued from Pag* 8ev«n) 

ceived papal recognition), Dublin — 
now released from her subordina-
tion to the flee' of Canterbury — 
Cashel and Tuam. Diocesan bishops 
•were appointed to rule over ttie 
clergy, secular and religious alike, in 
defined territories as in the Euro-
pean church, legatine commissions 
restored contact with the Vatican, 
and many, liturgical practices were 
reyised. The "rom&nisatlon" brought 
changes in church architecture, 
some of which are illustrated, but 
the Inner life of the church con-
tinued as it had been for centuries 
—jiscette, learned, imaginative, hos-
pitable and peace-loving. 

By applying herself to the writings 
of Patrick, Columbaijus and Adafli-
nan, the various annals, the lyrical 
poetry of the pr -̂VUdng period, -the 
letters of Anselm and Lanfranc, as 
wdi as the literature of Vision and 
Prophecy and an impressive body of 
OttlK contemporary writing, Dr. 
Hughes has demolished some long-
held misconceptions about the. early 
Itfah church. This warm-hearted 
boric presents the fusion of Christian 
and Cfeltic cultures as ;the inflow of 
fresh currents to a stream whose 
source, l | ' onfy be glimpsed 
through the mist* of pre-ljistoiy. 

8EAMU8 TREACY 

HUMAN RIGHTS' COMMITTEE 
MUST NOT MENTION IRELAND 

AILBHE 0 
HONNCHAIN 

R.I.P. 

Q N E of the most interesting 
v and attractive of the men 
of 1916 passed away at the end 
of July in the person of Mr. 
Ailbhe 0 Monnchain at his 
home in Swords, Go. Dublin. 

A Belfast man by birth he joined 
the I.R.B. and Volunteers before 
the 1914 war, and as was likely 
enough was shortly victimised. He 
took up full-time organising work 
for the Volunteers in Ulster, and 
after being arrested in Cavan was 
jailed for three months. 

On his release he was sent to 
Co. Gallway as Liam Mellows's chief 
assistant, and thanks to his com-
mand of the Oaelic w a s instru-
mental in building up a sizeable or-
ganisation in Connemara, a district 
which is not always given credit 
for its contribution to the national 
cause. 

AFTER the decision to disband 
in Co. Oalway, Ailbhe O Monn-

chain with Prank Hynes of Athenry 
went on the run with Liam Mel-
lows, and hid for several months 
near Tulla in the Co. Clare. The 
whole county knew they were 
there, except the police. The people 
hid them. 

After Mellows had escaped to the 
U.S.A. Ailbhe O Monnchain hid for 
a time at Shinrone, Co. Tipperary, 
after which he came to Dublin. Re-
cognised there he fled to the North 
Dublin Union, from which Father 
Albert managed to get both him 
and Frank Hynes to Maynooth 
where they were hidden several 
months. 

Later both of them went to Cork 
City where they continued their 
work for t h e national movement. 
Prank Hynes died in h i s native 
Athenry less than a year before O. 
Monnchain. But nobody expected 
Ailbhe to go so soon. He was like 
a man in his early sixties. 

While hiding in Co. Clare Ailbhe 
O Monnchain heard the distressing 
news that his brother Cathal O 
Monnchain had been drowned in 
the- ill-fated journey to Valentia 
where the c a r overturned into 
Ballykissane harbour. 

AFTER the treaty Ailbhe O 
Monnchain naturally took the 

Republican side. Like Mellows he 
was strongly attracted to the 
Labour movement, set his face 
firmly again&t all forms of r ed-
baiting and blaming on Russia 
what ought to be blamed on 
British imperialism, and for a time 
worked with Clann naPoblachta 
until the disruptive character of 
that organisation became clear to 
him as to others. 

He was a fine artist and for 
many years taught at the school 
of art in Kildare Street. Most 
readers of the "Irish Democrat" 
will have seen his engravings in 
the old Wolfe Tone Annual. He 
was also a musician, and extremely 
able on the violin. 

A man of sterling Integrity and an 
open vigorous character he W® I f 
sadly missed in a generation where 
these things are not so often seen 
as they were. 

VISIT OUR BOOKSTORE 
283 GRAYS INN ROAD 

OPEN DURING OFFICE HOURS 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
SATURDAY 11 a.m.^3 p.m. 

um mm$ ' 
BEST STOCK IN ENGLAND 

I AST month the "Irish Demo-
^ crat" reported the decision 

to make 1968 a "Human Rights 
year." 

Since then the Connolly Associa-
tion has made enquiries about 
affiliating to the "United Kingdom 
Committee for Human Rights," 
which has offices at 93 Albert Em-
bankment. 

In a letter raising the question 
of affiliation Mr. Sean Redmond 
pointed out that it was estimated 
that 21 out of the 30 provisions of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights were violated in the six 
counties miscalled "Northern Ire-
land." 

In his letter Mr. Redmond pointed 
out that the six counties were held 
as part of the "United Kingdom," 
and that Westminster had over-
riding control of them. 

TN a courteous reply the General 
Secretary Mr. Gordon Evans 

told Mr. Redmond there was a 
"Northern Ireland Committee for 
Human Rights Year," and sug-
gested that the Association "com-
municate your ideas regarding 
Northern Ireland to Mr. Malcolm 
Robertson." 

A further letter was then sent to 
Mr, Gordon Evans, which adverted 
to the fact that his Com-
mittee was the Committee for 
Human Rights Year In the 
United Kingdom, and t h a t 
"Northern Ireland" was an "integral 
part" of the United Kingdom, But, 
even if it was not, clause four of 
his Committee's "main objectives" 
calls for 

"Assistance to people of Britain's 
dependent territories to realise their 
human rights." 

If one ignores the fact that 
Northern Ireland is part of the 

United Kingdom, then it is cer-
tainly a dependent territory when 
a British Act of Parliament de-
prives it of the right to hold any 
intercourse with foreign countries 
except through Westminster or 
Whitehall. 

Here is the reply which was re-
ceived:— 

"The membership of this Com-
mittee consists mainly of some 
one hundred national organisa-
tions, thus the only objectives 
which it can pursue are those to 
which its members have agreed. 

"Each of these organisations 
has its own particular interest in 
human rights and is invited to 
prepare in 1967 and carry out in 
1968 its own programme as a con-
tribution to the Year, in accord-
ance with its own aims and terms 
of reference. My answer to your 
question must be, therefore, that 
this Committee, under its present 
terms of reference, would not be 
entitled to raise the question of 
denial of human rights in 
Northern Ireland. But this would 
not prevent the Connolly Associa-
tion from so doing if it thought it 
could best advance the cause of 
Human Rights in this way." 

It will be seen that the last para-
graph is fair enough—if the Con-
nolly Association continues the work 
it has been doing for thirty years 
that will be accepted as a contribu-
tion to the Year. 

But it must certainly cause some 
wonderment that a Committee 
based on the U.K. and aiming to 
get human rights in Britain's de-
pendent territories has had (at the 
insistence of which of the hundred 
organisations is not stated) specifi-
cally to exclude the territory which 
is both dependent and part of the 
United Kingdom, Northern Ireland, 
from its terms of reference. 

DAN BREEN BACKS 
MANCHESTER EFFORT 

%/ETEftAN guerilla-fighter of 
v the War of Independence 

Dan Breen has sent five guineas 
towards tlm cost of bringing 
over an Irish granite base and 
affixing a plaque to commemo-
rate the Manchester Martyrs 
af their place of execution. 

Among other distinguished sup-
porters are Manchester M.P.S Frank 
AHflun, £1 is.; Will Griffiths, 10s.; 
Leslie Lever, £3 3s.; Michael Ma-
guire, £2 2s.; Alf Morris, £1; 
Charles Morris £2 2s.; Eric Ogden, 

JOHN FINN, R.I.P. 
U / E regret to announce the 
™ death of Mr. John Finn, 

who is believed to have been 
the last foundation member of 
the Irish Self-Determination 
League which was established 
in 1919. 

Mr. Finn's lifelong passion was 
Irish music, and the number of 
pipe bands he established and 
trained was legion. 

Coming from Ireland before the 
first world war, most of his work 
was done In Liverpool and the sur-
rounding towns, and later in Maes 
Teg, in Glamorgan, South Wales. 

He has resided in London since 
Just before the second world war, 
and time and again has played for 
Connolly Association and other Irish 
functions. 

The funeral took place at Bexley 
Heath, Kent, on Tuesday, August 
29th, and was attended by repre-
sentatives of London Irish organisa-
tions. 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd. 
(T.U.), Nottingham Rd„ Ripley, 
Derbys., and published by Con-
nolly Publications Ltd., at 374 
Orays Inn Road, W.C.I. 

£1 Is.; Stan Orme, £5; Paul Rose, 
£1 Is.. 

President of the United Ireland 
Association Mr. Alfred Havekin 
has subscribed £1; Bill O'Shaugh-
nessy (C.D.U.), £1; Art McMillan, 
of Belfast, 15s; Tony Coughlan 
(Dublin), £2- Anthony Glynn 
(author of forthcoming books on 
the martyrs), £2; Jack Madden 
(A.U.B.T.W. organiser, £1; James 
McGill, £5; Geoffrey Smith a n d 
Ross Delamer of Manchester Uni-
versity, £5; Michael Conroy, All-
Ireland Fleadh Ceol Harmonica 
player, £1; Amalgamated Engineer-
ing Union, Manchester District, £2; 
Irish Choral Society, 10s.; Dr. Klein 
(Liverpool), £1; Dr. Barnett (Liver-
pool), £1; Eamonn O Griobhta 
(Dublin) £1; Seosamh Mac Caba 
(Carraroe, Co. Galway), 10s. 

This is the first list to be pub-
lished in the "Irish Democrat." 
Those whose contributions have 
been acknowledged privately are not 
included. 

Contributions should be sent as 
soon as possible to the Manchester 
Martyrs Memorial Committee, c/o 
Tom Redmond, Bank Chambers, 2 
Princess Road, Moss Side, Man-
chester, 14. 

L E T T E R 

•NEAR SIRS,—I got your leaflets 
" inviting me to the lecture on 
the "lump." Sure, wouldn't you 
think you'd let the poor boys alone 
about the dangers of the lump. 
After all It is one of the few ways 
left that they can make good 
money. And it is also the one trade 
that the ould nigger has not moved 
into yet. 

I have not Joined your Associa-
tion yet, because I am out of 
work myself at the moment and I 
haven't got the money. But I will 
join at some future date when 
things get better and the present 
depression ends. 

Yours fathfully, 
MICHAEL BURKE 

London W. 12. 

irpHANK you very much, Mr. 
x Burke, for writing to us and 
stating your views so clearly. The 
Connolly Association will be glad 
to welcome you as a member when 
you are ready to join. And if we 
defend our point of view against 
your courteous criticisms, we do so 
with every respect. 

We certainly do. not grudge any 
Irishman's making a few extra bob. 
What we are afraid of is that the 
"lump" is going to kill the goose 
that lays the golden eggs. The ex-
isting standards in the building 
trade were only got after long 
years of trade union agitation. The 
idea of trade unionism is that we 
all stand together and get the best 
possible price for our work, in good 
times, and share out the work so 
that everybody has some in bad 
times. 

We are afraid the "lump" is go-
ing to destroy the spirit of the 
workers. A man who was a tea-
boy on a job called in and told us 
of how his site had altered since 
the lump was brought into it. In-
stead of co-operation and camera-
derie among the workers all is 
mutual jealousy and suspicion. The 
boys on the lump get nothing for 
nothing. They hazard their bodily 
safety, their health and their pros-
pects of a settled life, acting as 
moveable slaves of the boss. For 
the moment while the bosses are 
building up the system they may 
be well paid. But wait till the 
system is complete. The bosses will 
have them at their mercy. It will 
be back to the nineteen thirties 
when the workers hobbled home at 
night worn out and covered with 
muck. 

We think that the lump is a fal-
lacy. It only seems good in the 
short term. In the long term the 
workers will lose by it. 

On the point about Africans, 
West Indians and- so on, it is very 
unfair to call these people "nig-
gers." An Irishman does not like 
being called "Paddy," as you would 
put a name on a dog. The word 
"nigger" is an offensive hang-over 
from the slave trade. They are of 
various nationalities and they come 
to England because England has 
made a mess of -their countries. 
However, if they are not on the 
lump it must be because they have 
more sense. 

You should have come to the lec-
ture and then we could have gone 
Into the subject more fully. Good 
luck, now.—Editor. 

/ / 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
LIVERPOOL BRANCH 

THE MANCHESTER MARTYRS 
LECTURE BY 

THOMAS REDMOND 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th, at 8 p.m. 

"THE MITRE," DALE STREET 
(By Tunnel entrance) 

TELL ALL YOUR FRIENDS 

/ / 


