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Irish lads 
stand firm 
at Mytons 

i'T",HE Irish federation steward of 
nearby Laing's site, Barbican, 

stood guard with the Myton pickets 
when I paid a brief visit to the 
strike-bound city sue where men 
have been out twenty-three weeks 
and intend to remain out until their 
six victimisM* shop-steward s are re-
employed. 

A fair proportion of the Mytons 
boys are Irish, "There is complete 
solidarity," Lou Lewis told me as he 
stood on the picket-line. "And more-
over, the West Indians are also one 
hundred per cent." 

There was widespread criticism of 
the Trade Union leaders and the 
Government. One old "Democrat" 
reader from the Turriff site summed 
his opinions up simply, "They're 
Tories—and Wilson is Tory too." A 
warning? I think so. ^ 

OUST 
JACK LYNCH 

PRICE CRISIS HTTS COUNTRYSIDE 
Calves sold for five shillings 

•yHINLY papered cracks in Fianna Fail internal unity backgrounded Taoiseach Jack 
Lynch's about-turn decision to feet the farmers after all. 

With him was Mr. Blaney, Minister for Agriculture, who, after 
futife attempts to split the farmers, decided that Deasy had got 
to be talked to. 
j. „y . - The previous record of Mr. 

Blaney did not jWomise much satis-
faction for the fanners. He was re-
ported as one of the "hawfcs" of the 
Government who with Ministers 
Haughey and Lenihan was going to 
"beat the farmers into tHe ditch," 
as a preparation for the greatest 
mass clearances of the twentieth 
century—all done by "democratic" 
means! 

"BE AT 'EM!" 
But at a certain point Jack Lynch 

saw the red light. 
He h h that behind the cheers 

and shoots of "be at 'em" there were 
calculations which had nothing to 
do with the termers' struggle. 

What he'realised, almost too late, 
in his easy-going, affable, sports-Shop-stewards picket the Myton site 

MAYO PROTESTS AT £4.5s RATES 
rpoWN and country people in 
' County Mayo are getting to-

gether to protest against what they 
believe is the highest rate in the 
world— £4 6s. in the £. Father 
MicDyer is coming along to speak 
at the first of a series of protest 
meetings in Oastlebar, under the 
title "A symposium on oo-operation 
between urban and rural interests." 

The Valuation Commissioners are 
men who taken a look at whatever 
improvements you carry out on 
your property and tax you more if 
they think you have improved it 
too much. Mayo has had a revalu-
ation of property recently, and 
every £1 Increase in valuation 
means the owner has to pay an 
annual tax of SA 5s. to meet the 
cost of the County's services. 
These valuation assessments are 
made on the same basis as for the 
ixxjm urban areas In and around 
Dublin. And this despite the fact 
that Mayo has a declining popula-
tion and a particularly large pro-
portion of (rid and very young, 
dependent for support on those at 
work. 

This means that counties which 
ire poorest and with the highest 

demands on health and social ser-
vices have also the highest taxes, 

the counties have to meet 
roughly half the cost of their ser-
vices from the rates. It Is an 
iniquitous system, and is made 

worse by the fact that rates are a 
tax on property, which means that 
many people with little property 
but with high incomes, get off very 
lightly, while people with some 
property but very low incomes, like 
Mayo farmers, get a high rate bill 
twice a year and they are often at 
their wits' end to find the where-
withal to meet it, ready cash being 
hard to come by in the country 
these days. 

T AST month the Mayo people 
' J were infuriated by having Mr. 

Ersklne Childers among them 
reading a lecture on all the money 

Dublin was having to spend in the 
West. The Government puts in far 
more than it takes out, said this 
most bland and conservative of our 
Ministers. He quoted extensive 
Government statifrtics against what 
he called "this dreary wail that the 
West is being neglected." 

It has spurred more of the Mayo 
people to get together. They feel, 
and rightly, that it is the areas 
which have least should get most, 
if there is to be some rhyme or 
reason, not to speak of social pur-
pose, in the aims of our economic 
planners. 

manlike way, was that those who 
had accepted him as Taoiseach be-
cause they couldn't resolve their 
own differences, would not be sorry 
to see him burn hi? fingers badly 
over the farmers' struggle. They 
could establish his expe&dabjQty 
and work for the take-over. 

Mr. Lynch is thought to have 
realised that the methods being 
adopted to clear the countryside 
and re-create big landed property in 
Ireland were Hjfcely to rebound On 
their inventors. 

DOLLAR A CALF 
He had reports which showed 

in Limerick mid-March calves bad 
been sold for half-a-crown and live 
shillings a head. The meat was 
going to feed dogs and greyhounds 
and the working people could not 
afford the high prices. 

Week-old Friesian bulls were going 
for £3-£4 whereas two years ago 
they fetched £12-£16. Hereford 
heifers were fetching 30/- to 90/-, 
though four years ago they sold for 
£14. 

Even now the Government refuses 
to establish a meat-marketing 
board. The policy was to let the 
blast of competition play on the 
farmers, give them no protection, 
break up the homes of the smaBer 
men and let them emigrate to Eng-
land where they would not be able 
to vote against Fianna Fail. 

ESCAPE 
It is widely believed that Jack 

Lynch, who is a decent enough fel-

< Continued on Pago Eight) 

Falls Road 
defies 
Craig ban 
again 
COR the second week running 
r Home Minister Craig's effort 
to put into effect a police ban 
which enjoyed no popular sup-
port in any section of the com-
munity has been defied with 
impunity. 

On Easter Sunday the usual 
parade to Milltown cemetery was 
converted into a Fenian centenary 
commemoration. Ctaig chose to re-
gard it as a commemoration of 
Easter 1916 which apparently he 
regarded as comparatively harm-
less. 

But just to make sure, a further 
full hloodod Fenian commemoration 
is tp take place later in tbo year, 
possibly around the time of the 
Manchester Martyrs 

Incidentally Mr. Craig explained 
in Stormont that the Fenian com-
memoration had been banned be-
cause according to the history books 
the Fenians didn't matter anyway! 
rr*HE parade stretched a mile 

along down the Falls Road, with 
the "illegal" Irish tricolor at its 
head. The "illegal" "Soldiers' Bong-
was sung before the procession 
started off. 

At the cemetery the main speaker 
was Eamon Mac Thomais ot Dublin 
who said that the Republicans have 
no desire to keep the gun in Irish 
politics, but the British Army of 
occupation was keeping it there. 
Republicans would not rest until the 
British Army was evacuated lock, 
stock and barrel. 

A statement Issued by the Repub-
lican executive hit at the process 
of foreign penetration of Ireland. It 
pointed out that in 1065 no less 
than 14,000 small farmers were 
forced to abandon the land. They 
were the victims of neo-coloniaMsm. 
It criticised the attempt to hi-jack 
Ireland Into the Common Market 
which was described as involving 
N A TO, obligations. 

Parallel with the economic attack 
on Ireland's national identity went 
the war against the Irish i 

The statement 
tive resistance to the 
over of Irisfi land ami 
an expression of militant 
can Ism. 

ANOTHER IRISH RAILWAY WRECKED BY GWLKRS'S VANDALS 
ANOTHER Irish railway goes — 

this time the line from Mallow 
to Waterford, which closed down 
this Easter as the last train wound 
Its way along the Blackwater Val-
ley. 

The closure of the 100-year-old 
railway means that County Water-
ford is now left without a single 
mile of public railway, thus be-
coming the third county out of the 
twenty-six to share this unwanted 
distinction—Counties Cavan and 
Donegal have already been similarly 
denuded by the closure of the rail-
ways. 

This means also the closure of the 
Waterford, Dungarvan, Llsmore and 
Fermoy intermediate service. Hence-
forth passengers to Waterford from 
Cork or Kerry will be sent around 
by Limerick Junction, travelling 
through County Kilkenny to get to 
Waterford. There were strong pro-
tests from public representatives in 
Cork and Waterford and a joint 
deputation to the Minister for 
Transport and Power, Mr. Childers, 
to keep the railway open. 

However, the representations were 
turned down. "The closure will in-
crease efficiency," said a C.I.E 

official, Not more efficient travel 
between Cork and Waterford cer-
tainly; and it will, of course, mean 
so many more cars on the roads, so 
many more motor accidents, so 
much more haring and tearing. 

What about some "cost-benefit 
analysis," the latest fashion of the 
economists, being applied to the 
Irish road and railway system, as Is 
being done now in Britain by Mrs 
Barbara Castle? This is a technique 
for estimating not just the direct 
financial cost of running trains or 
motor cars, but the indirect social 
costs of these various means of 
transport. It costs more to run a 

car than to pay the dealer, take out 
a licence and stock up with petrol. 
There is the cost of the roads, of 
policing the traffic, of the lives lost, 
of the accidents treated in hospital, 
of the delay and Inconvenience to 
non-motorists. A rational examina-
tion of the relative merits of roads 
and railways must take these costs 
into account. In respect of most of 
them railways come out cheaper. 
Mr Childers might try it out. 

When we have a rational society 
this will be done for all serrtees, 
and perhaps then trains may be 
sent running again along the 
Blackwater! 

>\'x 
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Craig threatens 'bombs and bullets' 
BSE? 

against Westminster N what must surely be the most astonishing speech of 
B recent years, Mr. William Craig, the six-county Home 
Minister, suggested that Stormont should use armed force 
against the Westminster Government in the event of its 
stepping in to prevent the persecution of law-abiding 
citizens on grounds of politics or religion. 

The speech was made at 
Ballycastle. It was not made in 
a fit of after-dinner euphoria. 
His colleagues on the platform 
did not try to pull him down 
as he set the cat among the 

82 MEMBERS 
ATTACK BAN 

TT1IGHTY - TWO Labour and 
Liberal members of the British 

House of Commons have signed a 
motion tabled by Mr. Gerard Fitt 
condemning Mr. William Craig's at-
tempted ban on the Republic Clubs 
of the six counties. 

Sponsors of the motion apart 
from Mr. Fitt are Mr. Stanley Orme, 
Mr. William Molloy, Mr. John Lee, 
Mr. Christopher Norwood and Mr. 
Paul Rose. 

Mr. John Lee will also ask the At-
torney General about the applica-
tion of Parliamentary privilege to 
Northern Ireland, where it may be 
tha t Mr. Craig's Ballycastle speech 
has already breached it. 

pigeons. It was a calm, calcu-
lated assertion that Stormont 
is now Paislevite and bases its 
policy on violence, not just one 
violently anti-Republican, Mini-
ster, but the whole Cabinet. 

Mr. Craig was commenting on the 
possibility that if the six-county 
colonial "Government" did not 
mind its "Ps and Qs" it would be 
in trouble with Westminster. "It 
will not be intimidated by threats 
of this sort," said the Minister. 

He described the possibility tha t 
Westminster might apply pressure 
by reducing the hundred-million-
pound annual subsidy to the colo-
nial Government as "illegal" 
(though Westminster makes the 
laws) and "unjust ." He added it 
was "rubbish." 
| A N the question of whether West-
" minster might act under Sec-
tion 75 of the Government of Ire-
land Act, 1920, Mr. Craig said tha t 
such action would be "quite impro-
per," but that if it were taken, then 
"Let me sound a note of warning. 

Ulster will f ight and Ulster will be 
right, and this sort of attack and 
interference would mobilise Ulster 
loyalists in the same way as attacks 
by bomb and bullet." 

He added: "Let our opponents 
accept tha t Northern Ireland's 
problems will be settled in Northern 
Ireland ballot-boxes." 

He did not add that the consti-

BUILDING TRADE ACCtDENTS 
TN the quarter ended Septem-

ber, 1966, for which statis-
tics are now available, no fewer 
than 57 building workers were 
billed, and a further 9,193 were 
ifljured. In Civil engineering 
18 persons were killed and 2,045 
were injured. 

Thte makes a total of 11.313 
casualties. 

According to "Accidents" pub-
lished by the Ministry of Labour, 
fn 1965 there were 1,928 accidents 
due to falls from ladders. 

The dangerous character of a 
builder's work shows the great im-
pWtatace of having oh every site 
hop and federation stewards who 

will ensure that safety precautions 
are taken seriously. It is not jtiSt a 
matter of complying with the letter 
Of the law, though that is im-
portant, but of actively seeking to 
avow accidents. 

Their eye to safety is one of the 
reaaahs #hy employers often «b not 
ffltfc abo0-9tewards, or any trade 
ittOMfcidts &t all for that matter, oh 
MUte sttes. 
'M &m result of the temporary and 

drifting character of the build-
iWj? trade, only a small proportion 
at ffc workers are tfrgfcntwd—it is 
said only one in ten of the unskilled 
vrtfeWfs, tod less than half of the 
tmannmen. 

*rt» result of this is that whereas 
dtajfioyers will ofteft pay big xhOney 
t» * i r r y a jat> up, there is a shocfc-
infe fieglect hot only of safety, but 
affi»'W the wotting and living con-
dMMbs of the mett. 

site at building Workers 
wsOribg oft thfc Job with muck up 
to their backsides; or dinging On to 
jritfcHig lorries by tbfcir teeth, is one 
t i n t should riot be seen in a 
ci*(Und snfcttty. 

That tt is seen is proof that Bm?-
i m > % not a elviHsed society. It 
sMhwera, she would respect the men 
wMm work is the fundamental 
basis for every form of industrial 
production or social amenity. No 
matter what it is, you have to have 
a building for it. 

Onir through trade unionism can 
building workersTtcfiteve what they 
are entitled to, the status and con-
ditions, as well as the money. 

Is for this reason tha t the em-
ployers who have been com-

p i l e d to come to terms with trade 
unionism invariably look for soft 
pliable shop-stewards, and when 
they are confronted by the other 
type they call them "agitators" and 
try Ho sack them. 

So the Irishmen and others who 
are Minding out for Union rigjits 
on t t a Myton and Sunley jobs are 
lighting the battles of all building 
workers everywhere, and the "Irish 
Democrat" makes no apology at re-
publishing the addresses to which 

donations should be sent. If we are 
told we are supporting "wild-cat" 
or other dreadful actions, we don't 
care. 

The Sunley site treasurer is Mr. 
Hugh Cacsidy, 61 Bengarth Road, 
Northolt, Middlesex. The Myton 
site treasurer is M. Houlihan, 94 
Gayton House, Knapp Road, Bow, 
E.3. 

NO CRIME, 
SO BARRACKS 
ARE CLOSING 
TQESPITE Mr. William Craig's 

efforts to paint the six-
county situation as smouldering 
with violent revolution, so that 
he was compelled to proscribe 
the law-abiding Republican 
clubs, here is a list of police 
stations he has decided to close 
down in June of this year. Some 
are in strong nationalist areas. 

They are:— 
Co. Antrim: Ahoghill, Brough-

shane, Armoy, Rasharkin. 
Cd. Armagh: Blackwatertown, 

Poyntzpas, Richhill. 
Co, Down: Hilltown, Katesbridge, 

Seaforde. 
Co. Fermanagh: Florencecourt, 

Pettigo. 
Co. Londonderry: Swatragh, Ma-

gilligan, Bellaghy, Ballyronan. 
Londonderry City: P e n n y b u r n , 

Bishop Street. 
Co. Tyrone: Drumquin, Mountfield, 
Trillick, Carrickmore, Castlecaul-
field. 

tuencies were all gerrymandered, 
that businessmen had up to six 
votes, and t h a t one-third of the 
adult population is totally disfran-
chised in municipal elections. 

When Mr. Craig talks of military 
force against the Westminster 
Government he is saying in effect 
that he is prepared to use violence 
against outsiders in order to main-
tain the principle tha t he can use 
violence against his political oppo-
nents inside the six counties. 

It is the clearest statement ever 
to come from the present Unionist 
leadership tha t their regime rests 
on terror, and it places them on a 
par with Ian Smith and Vorster. 

The Connolly Association has sent 
a letter to the British Prime Mini-
ster drawing his at tention to the 
seditious utterances of the Home 
Minister of the six counties, and 
urging that an enquiry into the 
situation in the colony be hastened 
to the maximum. 

RESIGN 9 
Connolly Association letter 

rFHE Connolly Association has 
sent Mr. William Craig a 

letter suggesting that after 
his Ballycastle speech the only 
course open to him is to resign. 

The text runs:— 
Dear Sir,—Democratic opinion 

of all shades has been deeply 
shocked at your statement in 
Ballycastle, reported in the "Bel-
fast Telegraph" of March 24th, 
that you would be in favour of 
meeting action f rom the Imperial 
Parliament of Westminster de-
signed to restore to Northern 
Ireland the democracy you have 
helped to destroy "in the same 
way as a t tacks by bomb and 
bullet." 

The plain meaning of these 
words, namely the taking up of 
arms against the monarch to 
whom you have sworn an oath 
of allegiance, is reinforced by 
your repetition of the Carsonite 
challenge "Ulster will fight and 

Ulster will be right." 

Having in the manner of the 
Carsonites publicly proclaimed 
tha t the foundation of your Gov-
ernment rests on sedition, may we 

•suggest to you tha t your only 
course is to resign the post which 
you hold under the Queen of 
England? 

May we add tha t as Republi-
cans who do not agree with the 
principle of monarchy, we have 
no quarrel with any honest at-
tempt to repudiate its sovereignty 
where it does not rest on the 
suffrages of the nation, but we 
cannot see how you can conscien-
tiously act as a Minister under 
a Crown whose authority you 
propose to reject if ever it should 
be exercised so as to ensure free-
dom and equality among its sub-
jects. 

Yours faithfully, 
Standing Committee, 
Connolly Association 

HAVE 
j£VN New Year's Day the Kerry 
^ people used to go out to test 
the wind. If the west prevailed 
ov«r the east it was good for the 
Gael and bad for the Saxon. 

That is how things are off the 
Cornish coast today. A giant pool 
of-stinking petroleum slowly winds 
its way up the English Channel. 
The South Coast tourist trade is 
all but doomed. So probably is that 
of Northern France. 

And enough detergent (manufac-
tured by the owners of oil ) is being 
poured into the sea to destroy the 
fisheries for a generation. 

But for the west wihd the pollu-
tion might have been drifting to-
wards Wexford. And east winds are 
common rn March. Heave your 
s igh of relief when the slick passes 
t h e straits of Dover. 

4 4 if 
A ND yet the situation is incre-

dible. Here was a Labour Gov-
ernment assumed to put the in-
terests of the community first, 
dithering over Its clear duty until 
big business had multiplied the mis-
hap to disaster proportions in iJl-
starred efforts to protect its pro-
perty 

Even Lord Thomson's "Times" 
ticked the Government off for 
merely buzzing round the hulk in 
helicopters, instead of firing the oil 
with a dose of napalm. 

©r was that only for frizzling 
Vietnamese children? 

A 6 ir 
r p H E woeful spectacle of vacilla-
-*- tion indicates clearly what hap-

pens to a Labour Government that 
has dallied with the fundamental 
outlook of big business. 

Was |>art of It, tha t the salvage 
firm was Dutch? Shades of E E C . 
Or was It. that no willingness to 
Interfere with the "rights" of pri-
vate property must be shown on 
any account? 

Or was it, that the Government 
was simply told by big business to 
lay off until it was told to lay on. 
Meanwhile it could buy detergent 
from the owners of the oil 

THIS ME 
A" 

"BOLlil 
r F H E dominant influence of big 
J - business in all fields of the 

Government's policy is thoroughly 
alarming' the Labour movement. 

The "freeze" and the "squeeze" is 
supposed to save "Britain's" balance 
of payments. 

But what is the sense of making 
sacrifices for "Britain" which is not 
going to exist as a separate entity, 
and is going to be merged in 
"Europe'' and lose control of its 
own economic life? Why should a 
trade unionist sacrifice a penny? 

The "freeze" and the "squeeze" 
are to save the financiers' profits 
—not quite the same thing as 
"Britain." 

A A A 
| T pervades all aspects. People 
' are calling the Minister of 

Transport "Barbara Beeching." She 
has accepted a plan of railway 
closures which goes beyond Doctor 
Beeching's, and which she can de-
fend only on the grounds that it 
is less than Dr. Beeching wanted 
to do. 

Last month the Confederation of 
British Industries drew up a plan 
for the British Rail workshops. 

Did you ever hear the like? An 
organisation of private employers 
not the Government, not the na-
tionalised industry itself—draws up 
a plan for an industry it knows 
nothing about. 

Yet Mrs. Castle accepted the plan 
with acclaim. 

A A A 
U O M E misguided individuals are 
k supporting British entry Into 
E.E.O. on the grounds thai, it is 
"international" and therefore "so-
cialist." 

The British Empire was inter-
national. By the same token prison 
is "communal." Or a hangman is 
public." 
Unfortunately, it is what Is done 

©1MY - i l< 
M 

internationally or communally or 
publicly that matters. 

And tfta EttrapMn Economic 
Comimftrfty h an Internvftonaf 
ii 11 li nt̂  ..i I ^̂ ttWl̂ M^ • . _ 
arrangement eniereu into oy a 
smfcH nUmfter of Imperialist states 
and their hangBrs*on, to guarantee 
the continuation of monopoly capi-
talism, and remove every otKtaole 
to rts dominion. 

It is a somewhat roundabout 
alternative to having Socialism in 
Britain now, which is what Labour 
is constitutionally dedicated to 
achieve, to sign a pact guaranteeing 
to maintain capitalism, and then 
hope that a fu ture generation will 
break it. 

At the moment the big business 
to which the Government is so 
deferential is for the most part in 
this country. Laws passed here 
could clip its wings. Under the 
E EC. decisions affecting the lives 
of the ordinary people would be 
taken by officials in Brussels whose 
names they did not know, and 
whom they could not elect, dismiss, 
influence or call to account. 

And it was big business that gave 
the order "into Europe." 

A A A 
"I T is an unpleasantly familiar 
1 pattern. Big business states its 

needs. The Labour Government 
supplies them. 

The workers state their needs. 
The Government introduces legis-
lation to prpvent their securing 
them 

No wonder that the Conservative 
Party, the traditional party of Mg 
business, cannot muster up the 
slightest enthusiasm in the task of 
opposition. 

Heath is not a wash-out. Wilson 
is a take-in. 

A A A 
A LL this bears on the Govern-

J ' ment's Irish policy. What deos 
big business want of Ireland Just 
now? 

Obviously the main thing Is to 
preserve Its dominating position in 
the Irlslt market during the shake-
ups that are gatng to ta in place. 

Take a walk down Grafton Street, 
Dublin. Then do Royal Avenue, 
Belfast. Will the proportion of Bri 
tish to Otfter food* on dfgplay be 

very vary fflfferwit?. 
That is what the British-based 

manufacturers and exporters don't 
want to KJBe. 

And their policy? Simply to take 
over the shopping and merchandis-
ing sectors of the Irish economy. 
" D U T such a policy involves at-

tempts to ensure the safety of 
British investments in Ireland. 

Thh would be ImpoBSlMe In the 
face of strong opposition by the 
Irish people, whether this opposi-
tion were Republican or Socialist. 
So they must placate nationalist 
Ireland. ^ 

The Government obliged. For 
this Casement's remains were re-
turned. For this Terence O'Neill 
was appointed instead of the wilder 
men of local choice. For this 
George Brown sang "The boys that 
beat the Black-and-Tans are the 
boys from County Cork." 

At the same time it is felt that 
Britain would be more secure by far 
if the Irish had no industries of 
their own. And for this the infa-
mous Anglo-Irish trade agreement 
was imposed, Sean Lemass accept-
ing It to his eternal disgrace 

A A A 
^ t rEARS ago James Connolly issued 

' a warning. He said tha t if the 
green flag should fly over Dublin 
Castle, that would not guarantee 
Irish independence unless the Irish 
people created a social system In 
Ireland where bankers, financiers. 
Investors and others could no longer 
get their hooks in from abroad 

If tha t still awaits doing in Ire 
land, something else awaits doing 
in England That is the establish-
ment of a Labour Government 
which will give instructions to bier 
business instead of taking them 
from big business. And tha t is the 
real significance of t,h,e votes In 
Rhondda, Pollock and Nuneaton 
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WHAT NOT TO DO WITH 
THAT PROTEST VOTE 

X H E electorate of Britain is going to have an opportunity of 
express ing its v iews on the record of the Labour G o v e r n m e n t 

in the forthcoming local elections. 

That is what it will amount to, as the powers of municipal 
government are being rapidly eroded as traditional democracy 
is dismantled in the interests of big business. 

There is only one word of advice 
we would wish to give. That is tha t 
Irish electors should on no account 
fall into the t rap of voting Tory, 

• no matter how deep and angry is 
• their disillusionment with a Labour 

Government t ha t is scarcely Labour 
at all. 

To vote Tory is to play the old 
game of swinging the pendulum 
between two political parties t ha t do 
almost identically the same things. 
That is the way it is in the U.S.A. 
That is the way it was in England 
throughout the 19th century. I t 
does not mean the cessation of all 
progress, but it means getting re-
form the slow way. 

Despite everything it is just not 
true that there is nothing to choose 
between Labour and Tory. The dif-
ference is t ha t the Tories are irre-
deemable, the Labour are not. There 
are a hundred Labour Members of 
Parliament willing to do something 
for Irish r ights. Throughout the 
ranks of their prospective council-
lors are many with Irish connec-
tions, and many with Irish sympa-
thies. 

It is t o these individuals tHaf the 
voters should tu rn their attention. 
The anti-imperialists may be in a 

minority at present. But who can 
say they will always be in a 
minority? 

While many electors will un-
doubtedly voice their dissatisfaction 
by supporting the smaller parties, 
or even by the less satisfactory 
method of abstention if they think 
it wise, let it be repeated, to poll 
Conservative is to go backwards not 
forwards. I t is to bring comfort 
to the Unionists of the six counties 
who are clinging on desperately 
hoping for a Tory government in 
Britain. 

We want Labour to go f o r w a r d -
not back. 

THE FENIAN ATTEMPT 
ON CHESTER CASTLE 

By 
THOMAS REDMOND 

, rj^HE m i l i t a r y f a i lu re of t he 
Fenian Rising of 1867 

should not blind us to the fact 
that the Rising was planned on 
a most imaginative and daring 
scale. The plan to capture 
Chester Castle showed the 
audacity and determination of 
of the men of 1867. The idea 
was to capture the castle and 
ship the arms which it con-
tained to Ireland. 

The p lan was based on the exis-
tence of Fenian Circles in the in-
dustrial areas of Britain, especially 
those in the North-West of Eng-
land Memories of the Famine 
and evictions were buried deep in 
the hear t s of the Irish exiles, and 
the Fenian journal, "The Irish 
People," was widely read in the 
English mill towns. Men like 
Michael Davitt came to the fore. 
Davitt 's family had been evicted 
from their home in Straide, Co. 
Mayo, when he was a child. At the 
age of 11 h e lost an arm in a mill 
in the Lancashire town of Has-
lingden. 

In January , 1867, a m e e t l j * was 
held in Liverpool of Head <^ntres 
and re turned Irish veterans of the 
American Civil War. Here the plan 
was conceived. 1,400 men were to 
converge on Chester, seize the 
Castle and load the arms on to the 
Holyhead train. Once safely in 
Holyhead the idea was to com-
mandeer the mail boat and head . 
for an Irish port. The poor com-
munications of those days were to 
be made worse by cutting tele-
graph wires, and tearing up sec-
tions of the Chester to Holyhead 
railway track. 

js 

the morning selected for the 
^ at tack the trains from War-

rington, Liverpool. BoKon. Man-
chester and other Lancashire 
towns were packed with hundreds 
of Irishmen. They had not come 
to admire the Roman wills of 
Chester. While t :y:n: lo-i; in-
conspicuous they awaited the sig-
nal to attack the castle. 

But the signal never came. The 
British were very successful in 
planting spies in the Fenian move-
ment, and one of these. Corydon, 
was aware of the Chester plans. At 
the last minute he managed to get 
a message to Major Gregg, the 
Chief Constable of Liverpool. In a 
flurry of excitement the armed 
guard on the Castle was doubled 
and put on the alert. 

r p H E streets of Chester were 
J - thronged with police. I t was ob-
vious to Davitt and his colleagues 
that something was amiss, so they 
dispersed as quietly as they had 
come. Some went to Holyhead and 
on to Dublin only to find the 
police awaiting them. An attack on 
the castle might, have succeeded, 
but it would undoubtedly have 
been a bloody battle, with little 
hope of eventually getting the arms 
to Ireland. 

This opportunity was lost but the 
newspapers of the day testify to the 
activities of the Fenians in Britain. 
"Fenian outrages" were proclaimed 
in Liverpool, St. Helens, Warring-

• ton and Crewe. The "Guardian" 
dismissed them as "mosquito bites." 
But the British imperialists were 
worried. Men who could conceive 
a plan to capture Chester Castle 
were not to be treated lightly. 
Later that year they turned Afan-
chester into an armed camp when 
they hanged Allen, Larkin and 
O'Brien. 

STORES 
EXPLOIT 

IRISH GIRLS 
j ^ A S T Y prac t i ces by s o m e of the 

I r i sh cha in s to res , m a n y of 

t h e m f o r e i g n owned, were h i g h -

l igh ted by Mr. W. F i t z p a t r i c k , sec-

r e t a r y of t h e Irish U n i o n of Dis-

t r i b u t i v e Workers a n d Clerks , at 

its a n n u a l confe rence r e c e n t l y . 

Some of them "traffic in female 
labour and gamble on the quick 
turnover of staff to prevent effec-
tive t rade union action." said Mr. 
Fitzpatrick. "They try to employ 
unequipped girls who will help to 
secure the maximum trading re-
turns for the lowest outlay." 

Mr. Fitzpatrick is very conscious 
of the problems posed for the Irish 
distributive trade by the supermar-
ket invasion. He mentioned that 
the new shopping centres and mixed 
trading houses which were going up 
in the new suburbs around Dublin, 
for example at Stillorgan made the 
position of many old-established 
city firms very precarious. Less 
people were now coming into the 
centre of the city to shop, though 
prices were usually much higher in 
the suburbs. Shops in the new 
suburbs also tried to stay open late 
at night. The union opposed late-
night working for its members, but 
these shops tried to recruit workers 
who refused to join the union and 
who would agree to work on till the 
late hours of the night. 

He deplored the fact t ha t the 
Irish Government has decided not 
to ratify an International Labour 
Organisation convention laying 
down standards of hygiene in shops. 

The Irish Union of Distributive 
Workers and Clerks caters for 16,000 
or so workers. There has been an 
increase in membership of nearly 
400 over the last year. 

ST. BRIDGETS CHURCH (left) and CHESTER CASTLE IN MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY. 
—with-acknowledgments to the Chester City Librarian 



APRIL 1967 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

On February 25th, the IRISH 
DEMOCRAT, in conjunction with 
the Connolly Association, organised a 
conference on "The Irish Question — 
a challenge to Democratic Britain." 
Last issue contained Mr. Gerard Fitts' 
opening remarks. This issue we report 
some of the delegates' speeches, 
slightly abbreviated. 

„ M I L M A X W E L L - H U G H E S , Camden Young 

Having been bom in Liverpool, and having moved 
to London and having lived in Camden Town for a 
couple at mouths, I feel that I know same of the Irish 
people pretty well, and some of them do not live up to 
my expectations. 

Many Irishmen, sod especially the young Irish from 
Belfast, once they move to London, fonget the problems 
that they" were reared an. They forget these issues and 
are mace interested .in carving-out their new existence 
I would state that this Is a dreadful situation. Sure y 
every Irishman, Including the youth of Ireland today, 
wherever t h e y w a y be, should fight hard for it. Certainly 
as an Englishman, I abtaore the situation wh«re I am 
partly letwiMiite for the present situation. But I believe 
that the lateral Party In the House at Commons, will 
certainly do its best indeed, every single member, who 
feels that h e l s British, or civilised, will support this. 
But even as a Liberal, I feel that this la a topic which 
is above politics. 

We hope that politics, being the so-called "Art of 
the Possible1" will bring out a settlement, but neverdie-
less, it Is up to every single Englishman, Irishman, 
Tanganese, anyone you like, who supports their own 
freedom to write to his local newspapers, to make as 
much noise, to talk to everycne they know, be it a 
Company Director, or the person who washes the win-
dows once a week. This is an'issue which affects every 
person and it U a thing where I would like to see eve y 
Irishman Just working a little bit harder, because they 
have lived in It and they know that llttie bit more 

I am a member of what you may have read about. 
"Hie New Radical Young Liberals." But what you may 
not have heard about is the very satisfying resolutions 
that have come before our Conference for three years 
This is our own National Conference, which is not part 
of the Liberal Conference, We will be discussing in 
March at this year to re-affirm every single Young 
Liberal's hopes for the future on the issue of Northern 
Ireland. 

This resolution has been put In by University Young 
Liberals, and reads "Conference welcomes the efforts of 
the Ulster Liberal Party and others to eliminate 
Religious Discrimination and Prejudice In Northern 
Ireland; Condemns, the Irresponsible activities of the 
bigoted minority, led by Ian Paisley, and deplores the 

IRISH QUESTION CONCERNS BRITISH PEOPLE 
M 

MR. BANKS, D.A.T.A. (Belfast District) 
T CAN agree with quite a lot of what Gerry Fitt has 
^ said, up to the moment, but I do not go with him 
all of the -way. Of course, this is typical of Ir ish people, 
we all have our own ideas and how the problem can 
be solved. 

I would like to go on record and say tha t my 
organisation and, particularly, the Draughtsmen in 
Northern Ireland, appreciate the efforts of the "Irish 
Democrat" in conjunction with the Connolly Association, 
to bring the Irish problem to the attention of the British 
people. 

I th ink some success has been gained by the fact 
that we have quite an impressive list of Members of 
Parl iament who have sponsored this particular meeting 
today, and we have also got Gerry Fitt, who has only 
recently become one of the first Socialist Members 
from Northern Ireland. Although we have highlighted 
some of t he problems of Northern Ireland, amongst the 
Westminster M P s , I am not entirely satisfied tha t this 
is going to solve our problems. 

The reason why we are getting so much interest 
from the Members of Parliament at Westminster, is 
because they have begun to realise that the Unionist 
M.P.s. who have been continuously sent from Northern 
Ireland, have been a threat to the majority the Labour 
Government have enjoyed up to the moment. In fact, 
at one time, you could say that the 12 Unionist M.P.s 
represented the balance otf power between the Conserva-
tive and the Labour Parties at Westminster. I feel that 
we wUl not be able to solve the problem through any 
representation at Westminster, for the very simple fact 
that we are, more or less, at the moment, depending on 
British capital, to keep the Northern Ireland economy 
going. 

Every night in the "Belfast Telegraph" we read 
of some place closing down, and Gerry Fit t has already 
mentioned the places: Newry, Derry, Dungannon, which 
are suffering the worst effects of the squeeze. 

Now a lot of tilings have been said about Northern 
Ireland, which might leave people to think that the 
Irish Republic is a land flowing with milk and honey. 
But this is far from the truth. The working class people 
in the Republic are just as much a victim of the Capi-
talist system as we in the North of Ireland are, and as 
for the two main Parties in the Republic there is very 
little difference between them. So I can't see us ever 
resolving this problem through the Westminster Parlia-
ment. I would say that the only way that I can see 
forward is through the Trade Union Movement. The 
only organisation in both North and South at the 
moment where we don't have the fighting and bickering 

.about what religion you are — is the Trade Union 
^organisation, and I feel that if we can plod on through 

the Trade Union Movement, and hope for the day when 
we can get another James Connolly coming up to the 
fore, then this is the only way forward up to the 
moment With/those few words Mr. Chairman, I will 
allow the discussion to continue. 

L e f t : Mr . P. Byrne, Croydon Labour Party ; 
R ight : Mr. E. Perry (M.P., Battersea). 

continued existence of secretarian bitterness and vio-
lence deliberately inflamed by Neo-Fascist elements." 

I t then goes on to detail. I t ."re-afflrms that the 
Supreme Authority of t he Parliament of the United 
Kingdom remains unaffected and undiminished, over 
all persons, matters and things in Northern Ireland," 
and "calls on Her Majesty 's Government to reform the 
Electoral System of Nor thern Ireland, so as to provide 
t ha t all Elections be held by simple transferable vote 
in multi-member constituencies, thup ensuring the rep-
resentation of different interests." It "demands tha t 
the Race Relations Act be amended to make racial and 
religious discrimination illegal in housing and employ-
ment and to extend the same, legislation to N.I." I t 
'urges that the Public Order Act of 1936 be extended to 
N.L so that quasi-military organisations shall be made 
illegal there as in the rest of Great Britain, in order 
that prosecutions shall be brought against extremists 
using threatening or abusive or insulting words or 
behaviour, whereby breaches of the peace are likely to 
be occasioned." I t t hen continues outlining all these 
things so that every delegate who discusses these re-
marks, knows rather, than just votes, knows the situa-
tion. So thus we in the Young Liberal Party will 
certainly flght for this point . 

MR. R. NEW SON, D.A.T.A., West London District 
I do hope that with the tape-recorder we have 

present, we are not infr inging any D. Notices which 
Mr. Wilson might have issued with regard to this meet-
ing, but, nevertheless, I would like to open by saying 
that I a m an English member of the D r a u g h t s m a n ' 
Association and, as such, am speaking on behalf of our 
West London Divisional Council. 

I t seems to me in this issue of the Irish question, 
that t he most important thing to stress is the indivisible 
joining of the interests of the British working-class and 
this Is something which we recognise in our Divisiorf. 

We see Britain's economic problems as due to Im-
perialist history and the attempts to spend far too 
much money overseas. I n this regard it is quite impor-
tant to realise tha t whilst the working-class of Britain 
is being given a bashing, the British Government is 
spending £117,000,000 to build-up the Fascist system in 
Northern Ireland. I had not recognised the current was 
so great and I think tha t it will give us an extra argu-
ment in attempting to beat the 'freeze" in this country, 
as well as, a t the same time, fighting lor democracy in 
Northern Ireland. 

My Union's policy on the Irish question is quite 
clear. At the Annual Conference of branch delegates 
which decides our union policy the Special Powers Act 
of Northern Ireland was condemned. Conference called 
for an enquiry by the British Government into the 
workings, or non-workings of Democracy in Northern 
Ireland, and, incidentally. It was the executive member 
from the Northern Ireland Division, who seconded the 
motion from the platform a t our Conference. 

The British working-class must realise, as we see it, 
that it has a responsibility with regard to Northern 
Ireland. In a similar manner to the situation with regard 
to other Colonies which we have had in the past. 

I t cannot develop tha t Britain can allow its 
Colonies in parts of the world which are far ther away 
than Northern Ireland to have their freedom, whilst not 
allowing the Northern Ireland Administration to 
develop towards the more freer form of democracy. The 
working-class in Britain must realise tha t it cannot 
claim any freedom for itself, whilst it at tempts to keep 
others, by way of its Government, imprisoned in over-
seas countries and in Northern Ireland 

We would urge all those people who are here from 
British trade unions, to see to it that the British trade 

union movement exerts the fullest possible pressure to 
see tha t the Harold Wilson Government faces up to its 
responsibilities, which it obviously has. to see that the 
developments in Ireland change very rapidly in the 
very near future. 

MR. BYRNE, Campaign for Democracy in Ulster 
I represent the Campaign for Democracy in Ulster, 

our terms of reference end at the Border. We are 
concerned with the people of Ulster having the same 
rights as the people of this country. 

We had the distinction of being singled-out for a 
mention by the Nor thern Ireland Broadcasting System 
last week, and the Pr ime Minister took us to task. He 
was very upset about the Campaign for Democracy in 
Ulster, and in speaking about this, it was then he made 
this statement of his tha t i t was t ime t h a t they had 
in Ulster a Campaign for the truth. Now I can assure 
Captain O'Neill t ha t I would be the first to apply for 
Membership of the Campaign, if it ever should come 
into existence. 

In the three counties of the six-counties that lie 
west of the Bann there is a majority against the Tory-
Unionist Party. Discrimination is at its greatest and 
this area is deliberately starved of industry, starved of 
the means of employment. We find 21 per cent, 
unemployed in Londonderry, 24 per cent, in Strabane. 
We sent a telegram to the Prime Minister drawing 
at tent ion to this mass-unemployment in these areas of 
Northern Ireland, and we asked as a first s tep that the 
building of the new university should be in London-
derry and not in the small town of Coleraine. We 
suggested that the whole question of Imperial Grants 
he looked at and tha t the new city of Graigavon, being 
built not so fa r f rom Belfast, should be in t h e Western 
pa r t of the province. 

Remember tha t t h e Government of this country 
consider that 2 | per cent, unemployed would be intoler-
able, but 21 per cent, in Londonderry is not worth 
bothering about, 24 per cent, in S t rabane is scarcely 
worth mentioning. These are all British subjects, they 
a re in British territory, and this is a ma t t e r about 
which we are gravely concerned. This is something we 
can do and can do a t once. We have not got time on 
our side Mr. Chairman, but I hope the meeting will 
take note of these few points. 

I would like to t hank you for organising this Con-
ference. I would like to thank you very much for 
having me and my Delegation here th i s evening. 
Thank you. 

MR. A. C O U G H L A N (Dublin) 
I want to refer to one of the topics which Mr. Fitt 

referred to; namely the Special Powers Act. I think that 
some of our English fr iends ttftrb thiai a f te rnoon may 
not be fully aware of all t he Implications of this' very 
drastic piece of legislation which gives to t h e Govern-
ment in Belfast powers which fully jus t i fy the term 
Mr. Fi t t used when he called the Northern Ireland State 
a Police State. 

I think I could do nothing better t h a n to read out 
some of the main powers which the Northern Ireland 
Government has, and h a s had for the las t 40 years 
under this Special Powers Act of 1922. This Act em-
powers Police in tha t area, to arrest a person without 
a warrant, to imprison a person without charge or trial, 
and deny recourse to Habeas Corpus, or a Court of Law, 
as long as the Ministry of Home Affairs th inks neces-
sary. I t empowers the Government or Ministry of Home 
Affairs there, or the Police to enter and search homes 
without a warrant, and with force if necessary, a t any 
hour of the day or night. I t empowers the Government 
to declare a curfew and prohibit meetings, assemblies 
and processions. I t empowers them to permit punish-
ment by flogging, to deny claims to trial by Jury. I t 
empowers the Government there to ar res t persons it 
is desired to examine,as witnesses, forcibly detain them, 
and compel them to answer questions under penalty, 
even if answers may incriminate them. Such a person 
is guilty of an offence if he refuses to be sworn, or 
answer a question. 

The Special Powers Act may prevent t h e access of 
relatives, or legal advisors to a person imprisoned with-
out trial. I t empowers the Government to prohibit the 
holding of an inquest a f t e r a prisoner's death . I t em-
powers the Government there to arrest a person who 
by word of mouth ( the terms of the Act) spreads false 
report, or makes false statements. I t empowers the 
Government to prohibit u ie circulation of any news-
paper or publication. I t empowers the Government 
there to prohibit the possession of any film or gramo-
phone record-^and finally and most comprehensively, 
it empowers the Government to arrest a person who 
does anything, "calculated to be prejudicial to the 
preservation of peace or maintainance of good order in 
Northern Ireland and not specifically provided for in 
these regulations." 

About five or six years ago, there were several hun-
dred people in Northern Ireland whom the Northern 
Ireland Government decided to arrest, and to imprison, 
without having to bring them before a Court, without 
having to charge them with an offence, without having 
to bring any process of law against them a t all. 

Here, I think Is another aspect of civil liberties 
which is not, perhaps, fully appreciated by many 
English Democrats. There is a wide range of Anti-
Unionist publications, which the Unionist. Government 
has placed on a list of banned literature, which i t is a 
statutory offence to have in one's possession in Northern 
Ireland, rendering one liable to fines or imprisonment. 

Only last suihmer under another clause of the 
Special Powers Act, the clause empowering the Govern-
ment to ban meetings and processions, the Government 
forbade political meetings in Belfast for a period of 
several months. Ostensibly, this enactment under the 
Special Powers Act was directed against the Paisleiylte 
Movement and the various demonstrations of the Pais-
ley Organisation. But not only were the Paisley meet-

ings banned during th<j 
Belfast, but also meet in 
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That is the situation in Belfast. But the problem 
is how are we going to change it. There is only one 
way in my opinion to change it and that is by the 
education of the workers, both in this country, and in 
the six North-Easiern Counties of Ireland. 

I heard a speaker who said there was little or no 
discrimination within the trade union movement. But 
I am afraid that I have got to say that there is, because 
when the Ulster and Allied Transport Union was formed 
and then became a par t of the Municipal and General 
Workers Union approximately two years ago, the then 
secretary of that union said "We will have a Protestant 
union for Protestant workers" and that went on record. 
Is t ha t education of the workers for a man who was 
supposed to represent the workers? I say it is not. I 
say tha t the only way that we can solve this problem 
is by the education of the workers. Get to your 
Branches, get yourself affiliated to your local Labour 
Party, get yourself a delegate to your local Trades 
Council, and keep hammering this question of the dis-
crimination that exists in Northern Ireland. 

The bosses in Northern Ireland have got the workers 
a t one another's throats. I t would be better for them to 
forget all about religious differences in Northern Ireland 
and s tar t fighting the employers. They are the people 
we ought to fight. 

I am very glad to hear Gerry Fitt say he has no 
directorships after his name. 

MR. WHITEHEAD. (Stockport Labour Party 
Young Socialists.) 

I am Very pleased to note that my Member of 
Parliament is one of the sponsors of this conference. 

I think, on hearing what has been said, tha t the 
most relevant points were made by Mr. Lyons. I con-
sidered that his idea to try and compare the struggles 
that are going on in Ireland with the struggles that 
have already happened in England and in other coun-
tries throughout the world, were certainly most rele-
vant. I believe that the message he was trying to tell 
us was quite simply this, tha t solidarity is strength. 
Without solidarity, without some form of solidarity, the 
working-class, whatever particular thing you are on 
about, will be divided and the other people connected 
with it, the opponents, will be strong. I think this is 
very relevant, most relevant. 

In Stockport at the moment, is a strike a t Roberts 
Arundels and here again, we are seeing tha t solidarity 
is beginning to show some signs of hope in bringing this 
terrible dispute to an end. 

I do not know very much about the Irish problem. 
I am not ashamed to get up and say this. I do not 
know much about it, but it seems to me tha t some 
t h i n g s are obvious. One of these, is t h a t the Anti-
Unionist Candidates, the Radical Anti-Unionist Candi-
dates,- and the Left-Anti-Unionist Candidates, could per-
haps unite to fight the Unionists in elections. A policy 
is not necelsary at this particular time, this can be 
decided on later in the manner that 's taking place in 
Prance. There we find tha t the Radical and Left>wing 
Parties are forming some association to fight De Gaulle. 
There is no reason a t all, as I see it, why something 
like this cannot also take place in Ireland. 

MR. J. HENRY. (Sunley Site — F e d e r a t i o n 
Stewards). 

I am the senior Steward in the strike tha t has taken 
place in Westminster. The strike committee is pre-
dominantly IriSh, but there is one Englishman on the 
strike committee. None the less I believe that the 
workers of Ireland are no different from the workers of 
England. We have all got a common objective—and 
the enemy has always been a common one. But this 
strike has been quoted in the press very variously. But 
we know that the press often misquotes the working 
people. I t does not belong to the working class. I t 
belongs to the ruling class. The ruling class, therefore, 
cannot accept a position where the workers are able 
to say "this is what we have done—this is how it should 
be written." They quote us always out of turn, and 
nearly always in the wrong, except for one or two 
papers that do see the workers' point of view. 

As f a r as the position in Northern Ireland is con-
cerned, I have the greatest sympathy with the workers 
in Northern Ireland. I have sympathy with the 
workers in Rhodesia and the workers in Spain where 
also we have this type of Fascist, organisation tha t tends 
to dictate to the workers and keep them at a low level. 
They are not different in any of these continents. But 
what happens sometimes is tha t workers have got mis-
guided. They haven't seen where the working people are 
going, what our destination should be. 

Well I believe what James Connolly said when he 
first took up the battle for a workers' republic. The 
workers and their leaders in Southern Ireland have 
failed to raise the question as diligently as they should 
have done. The leaders of all the parties in Ireland, 
PI anna Fall, Fine Gael, others, have been fighting for 
power to abuse the workers. We believed when the 
struggle was over in sixteen, that then we could 
possibly see the basis for what James Connolly had been 
preaching, that the workers would have the means of 
production and be aide to control their own destiny. 
This did not take place. 

In Ireland today, it is believed by many people that 
the workers of the north are predominately Protestant, 
and tha t those of the south are predominately Catholic. 
This is a misconception. The workers in Northern 
Ireland, whether they are Protestant or Catholic or 
otherwise have got the same responsibility to each other 
as the workers in the south, as Protestant and Catholic 
have to each other to see tha t the aims of the working 
class are brought to a logical conclusion. 

The British Empire was based and built on tyranny. 
It is slowly losing its power all over the world, because 
the working class will no longer tolerate the big stick 
and the big gun and the roar of the mighty lion. The 
workers in each country see that they have got to have 
home rule that they have got to have independence 

MR. DANNY LYONS. (Communist Party). 
When I was first asked to a t tend this meeting I 

thought to myself that it was something a little more 
distant for me. Ireland is a specialist question. 

After listening to Gerry Fitt, I realise now that this 
is a question that should interest anybody with a spark 
of democracy in him. 

I feel an affinity for Gerry Fi t t because I am a 
docker. I come from a dockland area like the con-
stituency he represents. I am a member of the Trans-
port and Genera; Workers Union, and I see every 
time I open the record I look at the statistics that are 
brought to me every three months and the unemploy-
ment figures for Northern Ireland are always much 
distressingly higher than what they are for England. 
I understand what unemployment means because I come 
from a quarter of London which suffered a great deal 
of it before the wrar. But there is an element now, 
I am sorry to say, in Government circles, who say tha t 
unemployment is good for our economy, that it will 
help to solve our balance of payments. If this were 
true Northern Ireland would be the richest country in 
Europe. 

I also know something about discrimination, living 
in the area in which I do, and in the Trade Union to 
which I belong, I am sorry to say t h a t we have to some 
extent a great democratic trade union but with some 
issues of apartheid when it comes to members of our 
Par ty holding office. 

We can see the way to solve such problems if we 
look at the great dock strike of 1889 when, the dockers of 
East London fought for what was then known as the 
"Dockers' Tanner." For the months they went through 
it with their demonstrations, parade and every-
thing tha t went with it. They would not have won that 
fight had it not been for the solidarity tha t was ex-
tended to them and the financial g i f t s t h a t came from 
Australia and New Zealand. They did. not win it as a 
t ight little band in East London, they won it by spread-
ing the message throughout Britain, throughout the 
world. 

A hundred years ago today, Harney sent a message 
to the Irish workers with a resolution from the 126 
organisations tha t made up the old Char t i s t Movement. 
I t explained very clearly to the Irish workers that their 
problems were the same as those which beset the 
English workers. They were in the position that they 
were, because they were exploited, because they did 
not receive from their employers, the i r landlords, the 
full f ru i ts of their produce. Their ruling-class, the same 
ruling-class that ruled England, were pa r t of the oldest 
and craftiest ruling-class in the world who knew well 
the maxim, divide and conquer. Harney, one hundred 
years ago, told them "Our cry, our mot to should be, 
unit? and triumph, let no religious, let no political, let 
no social barriers divide us, you in Ireland or us la 
England, we should march forward together to what we 
can see to be the overthrow of exploitation and the 
institution of a Socialist Government." 

The fight to end partition in Ireland, the fight to 
introduce more democracy in Northern Ireland, must 
be carried out "both inside and outside of Parliament. I 
think everybody here wall agree with me on that. 

We need one great united front , opposing the 
enemies of both the English and Irish workers. These 
enemies, if they were in England in the numerical 
s t rength they possess in Northern Ireland, would in 
England give us 340 Tories in the House and 20 Labour 
M.P.s I believe that the immediate steps to initiate 
this campaign for more democracy and the end of the 
division of Ireland, must be for the Labour Party, all 
progressive movements in N6rthern I re land to explain, 
to launch a great campaign to explain to the Irish 
people, who their enemies are. I t is surely these eleven 
Tory MP.s who are misrepresenting the Irish people 
in Parliament, who are forwarding only the demands of 
the great land-owners, factory owners, profiteers, all 
those that are ruining the country, for the interest not 
of the people of Ireland, but for the interests of profits. 
That , I believe, should be the Immediate issue. A great 
campaign Should be launched both in England and 
Ireland and through all the progressive movements with-
in i t to understand who is the enemy. The English 
working man is not the enemy of the Irish working 
man, neither vice-versa. 

Gerry said t ha t he would not like to s e Irishmen 
take up the rifle against Irishmen and neither would I 
like to see an Englishman take up a rifle against an 
Ir ishman. Never I hope will that come about. If ever 
they have to be taken, let us see t ha t they are taken 
Up against the right people. 

M A R C U S LIPTON, M P . (Brixton) 
I regret that owing to other engagements, it is not 

possible for me to stay as long with you as I would 
like. But as you know I have always been an ardent 
suporter of the Connolly Association and I do hope most 
earnestly that we shall all live to see they day when a 
free united, democratic Ireland will be constituted, where 
there is no religious discrimination, and where every-
body will be treated on equal footing, because a united 
Ireland is capable of making a real and valuable con-
tribution to civilisation as a whole. 

Now we have been perhaps just a little more suc-
cessful than some of us at one time thought , because the 
six county Government has announced its intention of 
introducing, or investigating, various needs with the idea 
of making the Government of the six counties more 
democratic than it is at the present moment. Well I 
shall believe it when I see it. But in the meantime the 
fact tha t they have to at least go through the pretence 
of making some concession, and considering the possi-
bility of various reforms shows tha t the work of the 
Connolly Association is not without some Impact In the 
six oounties. 

I know there is a large list of speakers who have 
come here specially to speak, so I am not going to take 
up any more of your time, except to hope that the 

Connolly Association will advance from Strength t< 
strength, that you have a successful and constructivi 
conference here this afternoon and tha t we shall kee; 
on pegging away, until have democratic Governmen 
established throughout the whole of Ireland without an; 
religious discrimination whatsoever. 

MISS JOAN HYMANS. Movement for Colonia 
Freedom. 

The Movement for Colonial Freedom stands fo. 
eojual rights, one man, one vote and self-determinatior. 
and there are all things, which as you have heard 
are needed in Northern Ireland today. 

I can understand how frustrated Mr. Gerry Fit 
must feel in Parliament, when he hears so much tall 
about Rhodesia and the other Colonies, or ex-Colaniet-

I would say though, tha t al though this is the sann 
issue, exactly the same issue as in Rhodesia, the oni 
thing that he has said that I disagree with, is tha 
Ireland is more important than Rhodesia. I t is no 
more important, it is as important. Now there is on< 
thing about it tha t I would like to say, however, tha 
we in the M.C.F. fight all these issues and we suppor. 
the Connolly Association who are affilliated to ts, h 
everything they do, but we have one great difficulty ii 
dealing with Northern Ireland, and tha t is because 
people say to us, "Alright, we agree with you, tha t tht 
Northern Ireland question is important, but what art 
the Irish doing about it. Why should we go out anc 
fight for the Irish when they do not fight for them-
selves?" This I think was said by the Mayor of Cam 
den, and this is a thing which I would appeal to you k 
do. 

We in the M.C.F. are willing to fight all youi 
battles for you, if you are fighting with us, but w< 
cannot come out and fight for you alone, and this i; 
the difference with the problem of Rhodesia, the Afri 
cans and even the white people in Rhodesia oanno 
fight for themselves, because they cannot make them-
selves heard in Rhodesia. 

Same of you may have seen a letter in the 
"Manchester Guardian" a few days ago, from somt 
white people in Rhodesia, who said "We would like to 
suport the majority of people in this country, but wt 
cannot get anything put into the newspapers, so wt 
have to write to the newspapers in England." Nov 
there are thousands and thousands of Irish people in 
this country, who can fight for themselves in thi« 
country, even if they cannot in Northern Ireland. Why 
are they not doing so? Now if they will do this, we ir. 
the MC.F. will support them. 

MR. KELLEHER. Dublin Wolfe Tone Society. 
The first thlhg I would like to say this evening is 

to thank the "Irish Democrat" for inviting a member ot 
the Wolfe Tone Society of Dublin to speak at thif 
meeting today. 

I t has been a great "eye-opsner" for me and it 
shows again that the traditional ties between English 
and Irish Democrats are still preserved to the presen, 
day. 

I t is of some significance for this meeting, tha t I 
come from an organisation known as the Wolfe -Toe* 
Society, because the name Wolfe Tone is that of the 
founder of Irish Republicanism I t was he who, in-
spired by the French Revolution, tried to establish the 
r ights of man in Ireland. The significant thing about 
Wolfe Tone, for those English people here who may not 
be that much interested in Irish history, is that Wolfe 
Tone was a Protestant supporter at religious equality 
who said "We wish our animosities should be buried 
with the bones of our ancestors and tha t we should 
uni te together and claim the rights of man." 

I t is extra-ordinary therefore t ha t a British Prime 
Minister today should turn around and tell the Irish 
people that partition is a matter for the Irish people 
to settle, as if it were merely a division between 
Catholics and Protestants. For the whole basis of Irish 
Republicanism is the Unity of Catholic and Protestant in 
the organisation known as the -United Irishmen. 

Now this struggle which Wolfe Tone set in being 
did not only affect Ireland, but also England. 

The British Labour Movement would be murih 
poorer today without Wolfe Tone and his followers. The 
great Charist leaders, Brontere O'Brien, Fergus O'Con-
nor and John OT>ooherty, brou^ht-over this great tradi-
tion into England. They all made a great contribution to 
the movement here in Britain Moreover, carrying this 
tradition into the nineteenth century it was the Irish-
man, Jim Connell who provided the Labour Party with 
its anthem, the Red Flag. 

Don't you think it is an extraordinary thing for an 
English Prime Minister and leader of the Labour Party 
in England to tell us in Ireland, a f t e r all this wonderful 
wealth of tradition, based on our at tempted revotytyxi 
of 1798, to turn around and say to us, this is a mattes 
for the Irish people to settle. We would have settled 
i t long ago if the British Government were prepared to 
allow us. 

We in Ireland are getting very much impatient with 
all this sort of talk. You hear it everywhere. Speakers 
ask why don't Irish people do this and why don't Irish 
people do that. Well primarily it Js because of partition, 
which is enforced by the British Gove.nment. 

. S o I am throwing this back into the lap of the 
English working-class. You must not think that we are 
not doing anything about it. Today Ireland is a fer-
ment. There is a great ferment of ideas in a great 
ecumenical spirit in Ireland. Such bigotry as we have 
in the south Is vanishing rapidly. An Archbishop can 
no longer get up on a platform and say Catholics may 
not enter Trinity College, Dublin, for fear this would 
bring him into contact with Protestants. AD the Uni-
versities in Ireland, all the student representatives all 
over the country have got up and said we will not have 
this. We arc doing our part. But partition in a matter 
for the English work.ng class as well as for us. 
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APRIL 1967 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

On February 25th, the IRISH 
DEMOCRAT, in conjunction with 
the Connolly Association, organised a 
conference on "The Irish Question -— 
a challenge to Democratic Britain." 
Last issue contained Mr. Gerard Fitts' 
opening remarks. This issue we report 
some of the delegates' speeches, 
slightly abbreviated. 

MR. M A X W E L L - H U G H E S , Camden Young 
Literals. 
Having been bom in Liverpool, and having moved 

to London and having lived in Camden Town for a 
couple at months, I feel that I know some of the I r s h 
people pretty well, and some of them do not live up to 
my expectations. 

Many Irishmen, and especially the young Irish from 
Belfast, once they more to London, target the problems 
that they were reaped on. They forget these issues and 
are more interested J o carving-out their new existence 
I would state that this i s a dreadful situation Sure y 
every Irishman, fin*"*"? the youth of Ireland today, 
wherever they may toe, should fight hard for it. Certainly 
as an Englishman, X afabore the situation where I am 
partly i i y y t o r the present situation. But I believe 
that the LAMral Party i n the House of Commons, will 
certainly do its bast indeed, every single member, who 
feels that h e is Brit ish, or dvfllsed. will support this. 
But even as a Liberal, I f e d that this Is a topic which 
is above politics. 

We hope that politics, being the so-called "Art of 
the Possible" will bring out a settlement, but never Jne-
less, it is up to every single Bngltohfpan, Irishman, 
-Tanganese, anyone you like, who supports their own 
freedom to write to his local newspapers, to make as 
m w * noise, to talk to everyene they know, be it a 
Company Director, or the person who washes the win-
dows once a week, n i l s Is an'Issue which affects every 
peraon and it Is a thing where I would like to see eve.y 
Irishman Just working a little bit harder, because they 
have lived in it and they know t h a t little bit more. 

I am a member of what you may have read about. 
" I f * New Radical Young Liberals." But what you may 

, have heard about Is the very satisfying resolutions 
have come before our Conference for three years, 
is our own National Conference, which is not part 

J: the Liberal Conference. We will be discussing in 
TJfurrti of this year to reaffirm every single Young 
liberal's hopes for the future on the issue of Northern 
Ireland. 

I j l i l resolution has been put in by University Young 
and reads "Conference welcomes the efforts of 

liberal Party and others to eliminate 
Discrimination and Prejudice in Northern 

- Condemns, the Irresponsible activities of the 
minority, led by Ian Paisley, and deplores the 

IRISH QUESTION CONCERNS BRITISH PEOPLE 

MR. BANKS, D.A.T.A. (Belfast District) 
T CAN agree with quite a lot of what Gerry Pit t has 
' said, up to the moment, but I do not go with him 

all of the way. Of course, this is typical of Irish people, 
we all have our own ideas and how the problem can 
be solved. 

I would like to go on record and say tha t my 
organisation and, particularly, the Draughtsmen in 
Northern Ireland, appreciate the efforts of the "Irish 
Democrat" in conjunction with the Connolly Association, 
to bring the Irish problem to the attention of the British 
people. 

I think some success has been gained by the fact 
that we have quite an impressive list of Members of 
Parliament who have sponsored this particular meeting 
today, and we have also got Gerry Fitt, who has only 
recently become one of the first Socialist Members 
from Northern Ireland. Although we have highlighted 
some of the problems of Northern Ireland, amongst the 
Westminster M-P.s, I am not entirely satisfied that this 
is going to solve our problems. 

H ie reason why we are getting so much interest 
from the Members of Parl iament ait Westminster, is 
because they have begun to realise that the Unionist 
M.P.S. who have been continuously sent from Northern 
Ireland, have been a threat to the majority the Labour 
Government have enjoyed up to t h e moment. In fact, 
at one time, "you could say tha t the 12 Unionist M.P.S 
represented the balance of power between the Conserva-
tive and the Labour Part ies a t Westminster. I feel tha t 
we will not be able to solve the problem through any 
representation a t Westminster, for the very simple fact 
that we are, more or less, at the moment, depending on 
British capital, to keep the Northern Ireland economy 
going. 

Every night in the "Belfast Telegraph" we read 
of some place closing down, and Gerry Fitt has already 
mentioned the places: Newry, Derry, Dungannon, which 
are suffering the worst effects of the squeeze. 

Now a lot of things have been said about Northern 
Ireland, which might leave people to think tha t the 
Irish Republic is a land flowing with milk and honey. 
But this is far from the truth. The working class people 
in the Republic are just as much a victim of the Capi-
talist system as we in the North of Ireland are, and as 
for the two main Parties in the Republic there is very 
little difference between them., So I can't see us ever 
resolving this problem through the Westminster Parlia-
ment. I would say that the only way that I can see 
forward is through the Trade Onion Movement. The 
only organisation In both North and Soutn at the 
moment where we don't have the fighting and bickering 
about what religion you are — is the Trade Union 
organisation, and I feel that if we can plod on through 
the Trade Union Movement, and hope for the day when 
we can get another James Connolly coming up to the 
fore, then this is the only way forward up to the 
moment With those few words Mr. Chairman. I will 
allow the discussion to continue. 

L e f t : Mr . P. Byrne, Croydon Labour Party ; 
R ight : Mr . E. Perry (M.P., Battersea). 

continued existence of secretarian bitterness and vio-
lence deliberately inflamed by Neo-Fascist elements." 

It then goes on to detail. I t ."re-affirms tha t the 
Supreme Authority of the Parl iament of the United 
Kingdom remains unaffected and undiminished, over 
all persons, matters and things in Northern Ireland," 
and "calls on Her Majesty's Government to reform the 
Electoral System of Northern Ireland, so as to provide 
tha t all Elections be held by simple transferable vote 
in multi-member constituencies, thup ensuring the rep-
resentation of different interests." It "demands tha t 
the Race Relations Act be amended to make racial and 
religious discrimination illegal in housing and employ-
ment and to extend the same legislation to N.I." It 
'urges t ha t t he Public Order Act of 1936 be extended to 

N.I. so t h a t quasi-military organisations shall be made 
illegal there as in the rest of Great Britain, in order 
that prosecutions shall be brought against extremists 
using threatening or abusive or insulting words or 
behaviour, whereby breaches of the peace are likely to 
be occasioned." I t then continues outlining all these 
things so t h a t every delegate who discusses these re-
marks, knows rather than just votes, knows the situa-
tion. So thus we in the Young Liberal Par ty will 
certainly fight for this point. 

MR. R. NEWSON, D.A.T.A., West London District 
I do hope that with the tape-recorder we have 

present, we are not infringing any D. Notices which 
Mr. Wilson might have issued with regard to this meet-
ing, but, nevertheless, I would like to open by saying 
that I am an English member of the Draughtsmans ' 
Association and, as such, am speaking on behalf of our 
West London Divisional Council. 

I t seems to me in this issue of the Irish question, 
that the most important thing to stress is the indivisible 
joining of the interests of the British working-class and 
this is something which we recognise in our Divisiort. 

We see Britain's economic problems as due to Im-
perialist history and the a t tempts to spend f a r too 
much money overseas. In this regard it is quite impor-
tant to realise tha t whilst the working-class of Britain 
is being given a bashing, the British Government is 
spending £117,000,000 to build-up the Fascist system in 
Northern Ireland. I had not recognised the ourrent was 
so great and I think that it will give us an extra argu-
ment in at tempting to beat the ''freeze" in this country, 
as well as, a t the same time, fighting for democracy in 
Northern Ireland. 

My Union's policy on the Irish question is quite 
clear. At the Annual Conference of branch delegates 
which decides our union policy the Special Powers Act 
of Northern Ireland was condemned. Conference called 
for an enquiry by the British Government Into the 
workings, or non-workings of Democracy in Northern 
Ireland, and. incidentally, it was the executive member 
from the Northern Ireland Division, who seconded the 
motion from the platform at our Conference. 

The British working-class must realise, as we see it, 
that it has a responsibility with regard to Northern 
Ireland, in a similar manner to the situation with regard 
to other Colonies which we have had In the past. 

It cannot develop tha t Britain can allow its 
Colonies in parts of | h e world which are far ther away 
than Northern Ireland to have their freedom, whilst not 
allowing the Northern Ireland Administration to 
develop towards the more freer form of democracy. The 
working-class in Britain must realise that It cannot 
claim any freedom for itself, whilst it attempts to keeip 
others, by way of its Government, imprisoned in over-
seas countries and in Northern Ireland 

We would urge all those people who are here from 
British trade unions, to see to It tha t the British trade 

union movement exerts the fullest possible pressure to 
see that the Harold Wilson Government faces up to its 
responsibilities, which it obviously has, to see tha t the 
developments in Ireland change very rapidly in the 
very near future. 

MR. BYRNE, Campaign for Democracy in Ulster 
I represent the Campaign for Democracy in Ulster, 

our terms of reference end a t the Border. We are 
concerned with the people of Ulster having the same 
rights as the people of th is country. 

We had the distinction of being singled-out for a 
mention by the Northern Ireland Broadcasting System 
last week, and the Pr ime Minister took us to task. He 
was very upset about the Campaign for Democracy in 
Ulster, and in speaking about this, it was then h e made 
this s tatement of his tha t i t was time tha t they had 
in Ulster a Campaign for the truth. Now I can assure 
Captain O'Neill tha t I would be the first to apply for 
Membership of the Campaign, if it ever should come 
into existence. 

In the three counties of the six-counties tha t lie 
west of the Bann there is a majority against the Tory-
Unionist Party. Discrimination is at its greatest and 
this area is deliberately starved of industry, starved of 
the means of employment. We find 21 per cent, 
unemployed in Londonderry, 24 per cent, in Strabane. 
We sent a telegram to the Prime Minister drawing 
attention to this mass-unemployment in these areas of 
Northern Ireland, and we asked as a first s tep tha t the 
building of the new university should be in London-
derry and not in the small town of Coleraine. "We 
suggested t ha t the whole question of Imperial Grants 
he looked at and tha t the new city of Craigavon, being 
built not so f a r from Belfast, should be in the Western 
part of the province. 

Remember tha t the Government of this country 
consider t ha t 1\ per cent, unemployed would be intoler-
able, but 21 per cent, in Londonderry is not worth 
bothering about, 24 per cent, in Strabane is scarcely 
worth mentioning. These are all British subjects, they 
are in British territory, and this is a mat te r about 
which we are gravely concerned. This is something we 
can do and can do a t once. We have not got time on 
our side Mr. Chairman, but I hope the meeting will 
take note of these few points. 

I would like to thank you for organising this Con-
ference. I would like to thank you very much for 
having me and my Delegation here this evening. 
Thank you. 

MR. A. C O U G H L A N (Dublin) 
I want to refer to one of the topics which Mr. Fit t 

referred to; namely the Special Powers Act. I think tha t 
some of our English friends here thi*.' a f ternoon may 
not be fully aware of all t h e Implications of this" very 
drastic piece of legislation which gives to t h e Govern-
ment in Belfast powers which fully justify the term 
Mr. Fit t used when he called the Northern Ireland Sta te 
a Police State. 

I think I could do nothing better than to read out 
some of the main powers which the Northern Ireland 
Government has, and h a s had for the last 40 years 
under this Special Powers Act of 1922. This Act em-
powers Police in tha t area, to arrest a person without 
a warrant, t o imprison a person without charge or trial, 
and deny recourse to Habeas Carpus, or a Court of Law, 
as long as the Ministry of Home Affairs thinks neces-
sary. I t empowers the Government or Ministry of Home 
Affairs there, or the Police to enter and search homes 
without a warrant , and with force if necessary, a t any 
hour of the day or night. I t empowers the Government 
to declare a curfew and prohibit meetings, assemblies 
and processions. I t empowers them to permit punish-
ment by flogging, to deny claims to trial by jury. I t 
empowers the Government there to arrest persons it 
Is desired to examine,as witnesses, forcibly detain them, 
and compel them to answer questions under penalty, 
even if answers may incriminate them. Such a person 
is guilty of an offence if he refuses to be sworn, or 
answer a question. 

The Special Powers Act may prevent the access of 
relatives, or legal advisors to a person imprisoned with-
out trial. I t empowers the Government to prohibit the 
holding of an inquest a f t e r a prisoner's death. I t em-
powers the Government there to arrest a person who 
by word of mouth (the terms erf the Act) spreads false 
report, or makes false statements. I t empowers the 
Government to prohibit t he circulation of any news-
paper or publication. I t empowers the Government 
there to prohibit the possession of any film or gramo-
phone record—^and finally and most comprehensively, 
it empowers the Government to arrest a person who 
does anything, "calculated to be prejudicial to the 
preservation of peace or m a i n t e n a n c e of good order in 
Northern Ireland and not specifically provided for in 
these regulations." 

About five or six years ago, there were several hun-
dred people In Northern Ireland whom the Northern 
Ireland Government decided to arrest, and to imprison, 
without having to bring them before a Court, without 
having to charge them with an offence, without having 
to bring any process of law against them a t all. 

Here, I think 1s another aspect of civil liberties 
which is not, perhaps, fully appreciated by many 
English Democrats. There is a wide range of Anti-
Unionist publications, which the Unionist Government 
has placed on a list of banned literature, which I t is a 
statutory offence to have in one's possession in Northern 
Ireland, rendering one liable to fines or Imprisonment. 

Only last surtimer under another clause of t he 
Special Powers Act, the clause empowering the Govern-
ment to ban meetings and processions, the Government 
forbade political meetings in Belfast for a period of 
several months. Ostensibly, this enactment under the 
Special Powers Act was directed against the Paisleylte 
Movement and the various demonstrations of the Pais-
ley Organisation. But not only were the Paisley meet-

ings banned durum iho.M* .:.<>nths of last summer in 
Belfast, but also meetings on the question of Vietnam, 
Nuclear Disarmament and Apartheid, in other words a 
broad range of political activities, which have nothing 
to do with the Paisleyite Movement, but are distasteful 
to the railing Conservative Party. 

Thus, I think, it is no exaggeration to use the terms 
which Mr. Fitt used in describing and referring to the 
Northern Ireland Government as a Police State, because 
the central character oi a Police State is tha t tfhe 
Executive, the Police, the Ministry for Home Affairs for 
the Interior has powers ojfer the rights Of the liberties 
of citizens of an arbitrary Hwacter, such, as those which 
I have mentioned. 

I n Northern Ireland, under the power over justice, 
or related justice which lias been transferred to Nor-
the rn Ireland by the British Government, the Northern 
Ireland Government has nhis wide range of powers and 
has used them to the detriment of various civil r ights 
and liberties. 

I s it any wonder I aslj and in doing so I repeat Mr. 
it any wonder tha t there are 
n Northern Ireland who feel 

constitutional opposition t-> the Government in Northern 
Ireland, offers little p rosed of success? 

t in such a situation, many 
tifiably or not, but certainly 

understandably, thought >1 using physical force in an 
a t tack on the Government. This, therefore, is one 
aspect of the situation in Northern Ireland, which 
should be immensely mere widely appreciated among 

Fitt 's implicit question, is 
large sections of people 

Is it any wonder th 
people have, whether ju; 

Democrats in this count 
this is the responsibility 
long as Northern Ireland 

y. because as Mr. Fi t t says, 
of the people of Britain. As 

. s part of the United Kingdom, 
then the same rights an< liberties that exist in Liver-
pool, Manchester and Co/entry, should exist In Derry 
and Belfast. Not only r gilts and liberties relating to 
the Electoral system, whi h Mr. Fit t elaborated on, but 
also r ights and liberties elating to general civil rights 
and mat te rs which are cpvered by this Special Powers 
Act. 

MR. ERNEST PERRY 

the area I represent, Ba 
exact, is an area or a I 
class traditions have been 

thousands or tens of tho 
to London and many of 

M.P. (Battersea South). 
T h e first thing that < ernes to my mind is this, that 

tersea, Battersea South to be 
E orough whose whole working-

built up mainly by the advent 
of I r ishmen into Batter: ea. In the 1840s and 1850s, 
when the railways were t :ing developed in this country, 

iisands of Ir ishmen came over 
them settled in Battersea in 

order to work as labourers on developing the railways 
f rom Victoria and Waterljw. I suppose tha t those Irish-

the backbone of the working-
class and Radical movements of the last century and 
beoause of that one fart the whole history of t he 
Bat tersea working-class movement has to some extent 
been the history of Irishn en in Battersea. When I came 
into Parliament, one of the first meetings I attended, 
was of the Committee tnat had been formed, calling 
Itself, "The Campaign fir Social Justice in Northern 
Ireland." When Mr. Ger y Fitt told me this week, tha t 
there was this meeting f oing on this afternoon, I felt 
it my duty to come along and say to you how much I 
appreciate and how mucb we welcome your efforts to 
force the British people] to do something about the 
situation in Northern Ireland. 

I give you this pledge on behalf of many Labour 
M.P.S in the House, that) we are not content with the 
Situation that exists in Northern Ireland. 

W e are not content with the fact tha t Labour mem-
bers of Parliament cannot ask questions about Northern 
Ireland, but eleven Ulster members can ask questions 
about Battersea and about Lonaon, and this is what we 
strongly object to. 

When Mr. Gerry f lu says that £117,000,000 of 
British taxpayer's money fates to Northern Ireland, with-
out a Back-Bench Momixl of Parliament having a right 
to try and discuss this. (): talk about it, then we want 
to know the reason why. , v 

T h e day may very soon come when ;steps will have 
to be taken to regularise the position In Northern 
Ireland. I want to say t 
there are many Member: 
Party and in the Libera 

to you this afternoon, that 
of Parliament of the Labour 
Party in the House of Com-

mons, who will not rest content, until the "Campaign for 
Social Justice in North rn Ireland" reaches fruition, 
and every man, or worn, n. Catholic or Protestant , has 
the same rights as ev^y other in every sphere in 
Northern Ireland. 

Like many other penile i have another meeting to 
' express to you this afternoon, 

thirty Members of Parl iament 
erf both Parties that I ha 'o mentioned, who have helped 
to sponsor this Conferencon their behalf I say, thanks 
for asking me here parti rularly, and believe me when I 
say, we In the House of <ommons are fully alive to your 
situation and do what w can to try and remedy it. 

a t tend tonight, but I do 
on behalf of many of thi 

MR. A. WARD. (Oxford Trades Counoi l) . 
T h e first thing 1 w< 

m a n working in Oxforc 
apar t f rom a few years 
Belfast as a second-da 
gratulate Mr. Gerry 
Belfast, because Gerry 

like to do, being a Belfast-
<>r some considerable time, 

rom 1960-1964 tha t I spent in 
citizen, I would like to oon-
on l>elng returned for West 

must have put in some 
storing work to get a So&alist and a man of his calibre 
and known so we 
Westminster. 

I s a y I worked in I"'' 
1964 as a second-class 
Belfast, that the secont 
barmen. Whether you II 
1ft, a l l t h e rest of the j " 

around Belfast to be returned to 

t I rom 1960 to approximately 
' ii There are two jobs In 

1 > citizens get, busmen and 
ii. or where you do not l.ke 

•"'<• kept for the boys, and I 
know people and Oerryllvt knows people who have 
•University Degrees, B.A | M A and one or two other 
Degrees but work in a l<tU office and will get no better 
Just because of their rolf-i,,,, 

Tha t is the situation in Belfast. But the problem 
is how are we going to change it. There is only one 
way in my opinion to change it and tha t is by the 
education of the workers, both in this country, and in 
the six North-Eastern Counties of Ireland. 

I heard a speaker who said there was little or no 
discrimination within the t rade union movement. But 
I am afraid that I have got to say that there is, because 
when the Ulster and Allied Transport Union was formed 
and then became a par t of the Municipal and General 
Workers Union approximately two years ago, the then 
secretary of that union said "We will have a Protestant 
union for Protestant workers" and that went on record. 
Is tha t education of the workers for a man who was 
supposed to represent the workers? I say it is not. I 
say tha t the only way tha t we can solve this problem 
is by the education of the workers. Get to your 
Branches, get yourself affiliated to your local Labour 
Party, get yourself a delegate to your local Trades 
Council, and keep hammering this question of the dis-
crimination that exists in Northern Ireland. 

The bosses in Northern Ireland have got the workers 
at one another's throats. I t would be better for them to 
forget all about religious differences in Northern Ireland 
and s tar t fighting the employers. They are the people 
we ought to fight. 

I am very glad to hear Gerry Fitt say he has no 
directorships after his name. 

MR. W H I T E H E A D . (Stockport Labour Party 
Young Socialists.) 

I am very pleased to note that my Member of 
Parliament is one of the sponsors of this conference. 

I think, on hearing what has been said, tha t the 
most relevant points were made by Mr. Lyons. I con-
sidered tha t his idea to try and compare the struggles 
that are going on in Ireland with the struggles that 
have already happened in England and in other coun-
tries throughout the world, were certainly most rele-
vant. I believe that the message he was trying to tell 
us was quite simply this, t ha t solidarity is strength. 
Without solidarity, without some form of solidarity, the 
working-class, whatever particular thing you are on 
about, will be divided and the other people connected 
with it, the opponents, will be strong. I think this is 
very relevant, most relevant. 

In Stockport at the moment, is a strike a t Roberts 
Arundels and here again, we are seeing tha t solidarity 
is beginning to show some signs of hope in bringing this 
terrible dispute to an end. 

I do not know very much about the Irish problem. 
I am not ashamed to get up and say this. I do not 
know much about it, but it seems to me t h a t some 
things are obvious. One of these. is t ha t the Anti-
Unionist Candidates, the Radical Anti-Unionist Candi-
dates. and the Left--Anti-Unionist Candidates, could per-
haps unite to fight the Unionists in elections. A policy 
is not necelsary at this particular time, this can be 
decided on later in the manner that's taking place in 
France. There we find tha t the Radical and Left-wing 
Parties are forming some association to fight De Gaulle. 
There is no reason at all, as I see it, why something 
like this cannot also take place in Ireland. 

MR. J. HENRY. (Siinley Site — F e d e r a t i o n 
Stewards). 

I am the senior Steward in the strike tha t has taken 
place in Westminster. The strike committee is pre-
dominantly Irish, but there is one Englishman on the 
strike committee. None the less I believe tha t the 
workers of Ireland are no different from the workers of 
England. We have all got a common objective-—and 
the enemy has always been a common one. But this 
strike has been quoted in the press very variously. But 
we know that the press of ten misquotes the working 
people. I t does not belong to the working class. I t 
belongs to the ruling class. The ruling class, therefore, 
cannot accept a position where the workers are able 
to say "this is what we have done—this is how it should 
be written." They quote us always out of turn, and 
nearly always in the wrong, except for one or two 
papers tha t do see the workers' point of view. 

As f a r as the position In Northern Ireland is con-
cerned, I have the greatest sympathy with the workers 
in Northern Ireland. I have sympathy with the 
workers in Rhodesia and the workers in Spain where 
also we have this type of Fascist organisation tha t tends 
to dictate to the workers and keep them at a low level. 
They are not different in any of these continents. But 
what happens sometimes is t ha t workers have got mis-
guided. They haven't seen where the working people are 
going, what our destination should be. 

Well I believe what James Connolly said when he 
first took up the battle for a workers' republic. The 
workers and their leaders In Southern Ireland have 
failed to raise the question as diligently as they should 
have done. The leaders of all the parties in Ireland, 
Flanna Fall, Fine Gael, others, have been fighting for 
power to abuse the workers. We believed when the 
struggle was over in sixteen, that then we could 
possibly see the basis for what James Connolly had been 
preaching, that the workers would have the means of 
production and be able to control their own destiny. 
This did not take place. 

In Ireland today, it is believed by many people that 
the workers of the north are predominately Protestant, 
and that those of the south are predominately Catholic. 
This is a misconception. T h e workers in Northern 
Ireland, whether they are Protestant or Catholic or 
otherwise have got the same responsibility to each other 
as the workers in the south, as Protestant and Catholic 
have to each other to see t h a t the aims of the working 
class are brought to a logical conclusion. 

The British Empire was based and built on tyranny. 
It is slowly losing its power all over the world, because 
the working class will no longer tolerate the big stick 
and the big gun and the roar of the mighty lion. The 
workers in each country see tha t they have got to have 
home rule, that they have got to have independence. 

MR. DANNY LYONS. (Communist Party). 
When I was first asked to attend this meeting I 

thought to myself that it was something a little more 
distant for me. Ireland is a specialist question. 

After listening to Gerry Fitt, I realise now that this 
is a question that should interest anybody with a spark 
of democracy in him. 

I feel an affinity for Gerry Fit t because I am a 
docker. I come from a dockland area like the con-
stituency he represents. I am a member of the Trans-
port and General Workers Union, and I see every 
time I open the record I look a t the statistics that are 
brought to me every three months and the unemploy-
ment figures for Northern Ireland are always much 
distressingly higher than what they are for England. 
I understand what unemployment means because I come 
f rom a quarter of London which suffered a great deal 
of it before the war. But there is an element now, 
I am sorry to say, in Government circles, who say tha t 
unemployment is good for our economy, that it will 
help to solve our balance of payments. If this were 

• t rue Northern Ireland would be the richest country in 
Europe. 

I also know something about discrimination, living 
in the area in which I do, and in the Trade Union to 
which I belong, I am sorry to say tha t we have to some 
extent a great democratic trade union but with some 
issues of apartheid when it comes to members of our 
Party holding office. 

We can see the way to solve such problems if we 
look at the great dock strike of 1889 when, the dockers of 
East London fought for what was then known as the 
"Dockers' Tanner." For the months they went through 
it with their demonstrations, parade and every-
thing tha t went with it. They would not have won that 
fight had it not been for the solidarity tha t was ex-
tended to them and the financial gif ts t h a t came from 
Australia and New Zealand. They did not win it as a 
t ight little band in East London, they won it by spread-
ing the message throughout Britain, throughout the 
world. 

A hundred years ago today, Harney sent a message 
to the Irish workers with a resolution f rom the 126 
organisations that made up the old Chart is t Movement. 
I t explained very clearly to the Irish workers that their 
problems were the same as those which beset the 
English workers. They were in the position that they 
were, because they were exploited, because they did 
not receive from their employers, their landlords, the 
full f ru i t s of their produce. Their ruling-class, the same 
ruling-class that ruled England, were par t of the oldest 
and craftiest ruling-class in the world who knew well 
the maxim, divide and conquer. Harney, one hundred 
years ago, told them "Our cry, our motto should be, 
unite? and triumph, let no religious, let no political, let 
no social barriers divide us, you in Ireland or us in 
England, we should march forward together to what we 
can see to be the overthrow of exploitation and the 
institution of a Socialist Government." 

T h e fight to end partition in Ireland, the fight to 
introduce more democracy in Northern Ireland, must 
be carried out both inside and outside of Parliament. I 
think everybody here will agree with me on that. 

We need one great united front, opposing the 
enemies of both the English and Irish workers. These 
enemies, if they were in England in the numerical 
s trength they possess in Northern Ireland, would in 
England give us 340 Tories to the House and 20 Labour 
M.P.s. I believe that the immediate steps to initiate 
this campaign for more democracy and the end of the 
division of Ireland, must be for the Labour Party, all 
progressive movements in Northern Ireland to explain, 
to launch a great campaign to explain to the Irish 
people, who their enemies are. I t is surely these eleven 
Tory M P . s who are misrepresenting the Irish people 
in Parliament, who are forwarding only the demands of 
the great land-owners, factory owners, profiteers, all 
those tha t are ruining the country, for the interest not 
of the people of Ireland, but for the interests of profits. 
That , I believe, should be the immediate issue. A great 
campaign Should be launched both in England and 
Ireland and through all the progressive movements with-
in i t to understand who is the enemy. The English 
working man Is not the enemy of the Irish working 
man, neither vice-versa. 

Gerry said tha t he would not like to s :e Irishmen 
take up the rifle against Irishmen and nei ther would I 
like to see an Englishman take up a rifle against an 
Irishman. Never I hope will that come about. If ever 
they have to be taken, let us see that they are taken 
up against the right people. 

M A R C U S LIPTON, M.P. (Brixton) 
I regret that owing to other engagements, it is not 

passible for me to stay as long with you as I would 
like. But as you know I have always been an ardent 
suporter of the Connolly Association and I do hope mo6t 
earnestly tha t we shall all live to see they day when a 
free united, democratic Ireland will be constituted, where 
there is no religious discrlminatiexn, and where every-
body will be treated on equal footing, because a united 
Ireland is capable of making a real and valuable con-
tribution to civilisation as a whole. . 

Now we have been perhaps just a little more suc-
cessful t han some of us at one time thought, because the 
six county Government has announced its intention of 
introducing, or investigating, various needs with the idea 
of making the Government of the six counties mewe 
deme>cratic than it is at the present moment. Well I 
shall believe it when I see it. But in the meantime the 
fact tha t they have to at least go through the pretence 
of making some concession, and <x>nsidering the possi-
bility of various reforms shows p la t the work of the 
Connolly Association is not without some impact in the 
six oounties. 

I know there is a large list of speakers who have 
come here specially to speak, so I am not gtring to take 
up any more of your time, except to he»pe that the 

Connolly Association will advance f rom strength t< 
strength, that you have a successful and constructm 
conference here this af ternoon and that we shall kee; 
on pegging away, until we have democratic Governmen 
established throughout the whole of Ireland without an; 
religious discrimination whatsoever. 

MISS JOAN H Y M A N S . Movement for Colonia 
Freedom. 

The Movement for Colonial Freedom stands fo 
eojual rights, one man, one vote and self-determinatior 
and there are all things, which as you have heard 
are needed in Northern Ireland today. 

I can understand how frustrated Mr. Gerry Fit 
must feel in Parliament, when he hears so much tall, 
about Rhodesia and the other Colonies, or ex-Colomiet. 

I would say though, tha t although this is the same 
issue, exactly the same issue as in Rhodesia, the o n 
thing tha t he has said tha t I disagree with, is tha 
Ireland is more impor tant than Rhodesia. I t is no 
more important, it is as important. Now there is on< 
thing about it that I would like to say, however, tha 
we in the M.C.F. fight all these issues and we suppor, 
the Connolly Association who are affllliated to Ks, h 
everything they do, bu t we have one great difficulty ii 
dealing with Northern Ireland, and t h a t is because 
people say to us, "Alright, we agree with you, tha t thi 
Northern Ireland question is Important, but what are 
the Irish doing about it. Why should we go out ane 
fight for the Irish when they do not fight for them-
selves?" This I think was said by the Mayor of Cam 
den, and this is a thing which I would appeal to you tc 
do. 

We in the M.C.F. are willing to fight all youi 
battles for you, if you are fighting with us, but we 
cannot come out and fight for you alone, and this i; 
the difference with the problem of Rhodesia, the Afri 
cans and even the white people in Rhodesia canno 
fight for themselves, because they cannot make them-
selves heard in Rhodesia. 

Some of you may have seen a letter in the 
"Manchester Guardian" a few days ago, f rom some 
white people in Rhodesia, who said "We would like tc 
suport the majority of people in this country, but we 
cannot get anything put into the newspapers, so we 
have to write to the newspapers in England." Nov 
there are thousands and thousands of Irish people in 
this country, who can fight for themselves in thi< 
country, even if they cannot in Northern I re land Wh-
are they not doing so? Now if they will do this, we ir 
the M.C.F. will support them. 

MR. KELLEHER. Dublin Wolfe Tone Society. 
The first thi fig I would like to say this evening ii 

to thank the "Irish Democrat" for inviting a member of 
the Wolfe Tone Society of Dublin to speak at thii 
meeting today. 

I t has been a great "eye-opener" for me and it 
shows again that the traditional ties between English 
and Irish Democrats are still preserved to the presen, 
day. 

I t is of some significance for this meeting, that I 
come from an organisation known as the Wolfe Toot 
Society, because the name Wolfe Tone is t ha t of the 
founder of Irish Republicanism. I t was h e who, in-
spired by the French Revolution, tried to establish the 
r ights of man in Ireland. The significant thing about 
Wolfe Tone, for those English people here who may not 
be tha t much interested in Irish history, is tha t Wolfe 
Tone was a Protestant supporter of religious equality 
who said "We wish our animosities should be buried 
with the bones of ewr ancestors and tha t we should 
unite together and claim the rights of man." 

I t is extra-ordinary therefore that a Brit ish Prime 
Minister today should turn around and tell the Irish 
people tha t partition Is a matter for the Irish people 
to settle, as if it were merely a division between 
Catholics and Protestants. For the whole basis of Irish 
Republicanism is the Unity of Catholic and Protestant in 
the organisation known as the-United Irishmen. 

Now this struggle which Wolfe Tone set in being 
did not only affect Ireland, but also England. 

The British Labour Movement would be much 
poorer today without Wolfe Tone and his followers. The 
great Charist leaders, Brontere O'Brien, Fergus O'COn-
nor and John O^Dooherty, broughtovef this great tradi-
tion Into England. They all made a great contribution to 
the movement here in Br i ta in Moreover, carrying thie 
tradition into the nineteenth century it was the Irish-
man, J im Connell who provided the Labour Party with 
its anthem, the Red Flag. 

Don't you think it Is an extraordinary thing for an 
English Prime Minister and leader of the Labour Party 
in England to tell us in Ireland, af ter all this wonderful 
wealth of tradition, based on our attempted revaU'W/*) 
of 1798. to turn around and say to us, this is a matter 
for the Irish people to settle. We would have settled 
it long ago if the British Government were prepared to 
allow us. 

We in Ireland are getting very much impatient with 
all this sort of talk. You hear it everywhere. Speakers 
ask why don't Irish people do this and why don't Irish 
people do that. Well primarily it 4s because of partition, 
which is enforced by the British Government. 

Se> I am throwing this back into the lap of the 
English working-class. You must not think t h a t we are 
not doing anything about it. Today Ireland is a fer-
ment. There is a great ferment of ideas in a great 
ecumenical spirit in Ireland. Such bigotry as we have 
in the south is vanishing rapidly. An Archbishop cu> 
no longer get up on a platform and say Catholics may 
not enter Trinity College, Dublin, for fear Oils would 
bring him into contact with Protestants. AH the Uni-
versities In Ireland, all t he student represen ta t ive aU 
over the country have got up and said we will not ham 
this. We are doing our part, But partition is a matter 
for the English working class as well as for us. 



6 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT APRIL 1967 

THE BONNY BOY 
0 FATHER, dear father, you've done whats' very wrong 

To marry me to this bonny boy, he being so very young: 
For he is only fifteen years and I am twenty-one— 
Oh the bonny boy is young and still growing." 
"Oh daughter, dear daughter, I did not do you wrong 
To marry you to this bonny boy although he is so young, 
For he will be a match for you when I am dead and gone— 
Oh the banny boy is young, but he's growing.'' 

"Oh father, dear father, I tell you what we'll do 
We'll send my love to college for another year or two, 
And all around his bonnet we will tie a ribbon blue 
To show the ladies that he is married.'' 
Oh a year it went by and I passed the college wall 
Arut saw the young collegians a-playing at the ball, 
I saw my love amongst them, the fairest of them all 
Oh tha bonny boy was young and still growing. 
Oh at the age of fifteen he was a married man, 
And at the age of sixteen the fath«r of a son 
And at the age of seventeen o'er his grave the grass grew green-
Cruel death had put an end to his growing. 

G E N E R A L M U N R O E 

MY name is George Campbell, at the age of eighteen 
I joined the United Men to strive for the Green, 

And many a battle I did undergo 
With that hero commander, brave General Munroe. 
Have you heard of the battle of Bailinahinch, 
Where the people oppressed rose up in defence? 
When Munroe left the mountains his men took the field 
And they, fought for twelve hours and never did yield. 
Munroe being tired and in want of a sleep 
Gave a woman ten guineas his secret to keep; 
But when she got the money the devil tempted her so 
That she sent for the soldiers and surrendered Munroe. 
The army they came and surrounded the place 
And they took him to Lisburn and lodged him in jai l ; 
And hie father and mother in passing that way 
Heard the very last words that their dear son did say: 
"Ohi I die' for my country as I fought for her cause 
And I don't fear your soldiers nor yet heed your laws. 
And let every tru» man who hates Ireland's foe 
Fight bravely fer freedom like Henry Munroe." 
And 'twas early one morning when the sun was strll low 
They murdered our hero, brfve General Munroe 
And high o'er the Courthouse stuck his head on a spear 
For to make the United Men tremble and fear. 
Then up came Munroe's sister, she was all dressed in green, 
With a sword by her side that was well-sharped and keen, 
Giving three hearty cheers, away she did go, 
Saying, "I'U have revenge for my brother Munroe." 
AH ye good men who Usteni Just think of the fate 
Of the brave men who die|l in the year 'Ninety-eight, 
For poor old Ireland would be free long ago 
If Mr sons were all rebel* like Henry Munroe. 

EILEEN O'GRADY 
R | O W Eileen O'Grady's a real Irish lady, 

I'm longing to call her my own, 
I'll not be contented till she has consented 

Tc be Mistress Barney Malone. 
1 met this fair treasure while walking for pleasure. 

She looked up at me, then she cried 
Without any warning, 'The top of the morning — 

And then up to her I replied: 

CHORUS 

Come, come, beautiful Eileen, come for a drive with me, 
Over the mountain and down by the fountain, 
Over the high road and down by the low road, 
Make up your mind, don't be unkind, and we'll drive to Casttebar. 
To. the road I'm no stranger, for you there's no danger, 
So up like a bird on my old jaunting car. 

Now Eileen said: "No sir, with you I won't go, sir, 
Don't think it ungrateful of me: 

I'd rather go walking than have people talking, 
You know what the story would be." 

"Now, Eileen, my Jewel, don't treat me so cruel, 
To treat me this way is a shame, 

Give over your blarney and say I 'm your Barney, 
And don't keep me wiating in vain." 

GOODBYE, 
MURSHEEN 

DURKIN 
IN the days I went a-courtin' 

I was never tired resortin' 
To the alehouse and the playhouse 
And many a house beside; 
But I told my brother Seamus 
I'll be off now and grow famous 
And before I come home again 
I'll roam the world wide, 
0 ! I courted girls in Blarney, 
In Kanturk and Killarney, 
Hi Passage and in Queenstown, 
I mean the Cobh of Cork; 
But I'm tired of all this pleasure 
So now I'll take my leisure 
And the next time that you hear 
'Twill be a letter from New York. 

So goodbye, Mursheen Durkin, 
Sure I'm sick and tired of work in' 
No more I'll dig the praties, 
No longer I'll be fooled; 
But as sure as my name's Corney 
I'll be off to GaUfonny 
And instead of diggin' praties 
I'll be diggin' lumps of gold. 

PEIG1N LEITIR MHOIR 
CURFA: 

'C 0 goirim goirim i 
^ Agu§ goirim i mo stoir 
Mile, gra le m'anam i 
Si Pelgin Leitir Mhoir. 

Ta caoire agam's ta Cait agam 
Si Peig an hhean is fearr 
Pe'r Wth fear a gheobhas i 
Nach air a bheas an t-adh. 

Chuir me sceala siar aici 
Go gceannoinn dl bad mor, 
Se'n sceala chuir si aniar chugam 
Go ndeanfadh leath-bhad seoil. 

Ta iaspairi na Gaillimhe 
'S iad ag teacht anoir le coir 
Le solas gealai gile 
No go bhfeicidis an tseoid. 

Eirigh suas a Pheigin 
Ague seas ar bharr an aird 
Comhair do chuid bullan 
Ague feach an bhfuii siad ann 

CURFA: 
'S o goirim goirim i 
Agus goirim i mo stoir 
Mile gra le m'anam i 
Is gearr go mbheidh si mor. 

THE DYING REBEL 
TH E night wa& dark and the fight was ended, 

The moon shone down O'Connell Street. 
I stood alone where brave men perished, 

Those men have gone their God to meet. 

C H O R U S : 

M y only son was shot in Dublin 
Fighting for Jiie country bold; 

He fought for Ireland, Ireland only, 
The harp and shamrock, the green, white and gold. 

The first I met was a grey-haired Fenian 
Looking for his only son. 

I said : "Old man, there is no use searching, 
For up to Heaven your son has gone." 

The old man cried out broken-hearted, 
"Oh God," he cried, going on his knees, 

"I knew my son was too kind-hearted, 
I knew my son would never yield." 

The next I met was a fair young maiden 
Kneeling by her lover's side, 

Praying to God her Heavenly Father, 
Praying to God his soul to guide. 

The last I met was a dying rebel; 
Kneeling low I heard him c ry : 

"God bless my home in Tipperary, 
God bless the cause for wihich I die." 

(1i(ie Kerrynjan 

t •/ {a*"'J . : V -iV" • 

of Ireland's best known 
songs has a background of 

fpmama and tragedy in the hungry 
'foritea. The author of the words 
and the subject of the poem were 
apfce Victims of. thtir time and 
^•Cfl. Xbe poet, William Pembroke 
j j f i S p i i i f l t & member of the 
landed middle class, suffered ostra-
cism lor his love of Mary 0'< 
and then outlawry apd-exlle for 
sympathy with Repeal. He returned 
to Ireland from India on the very 
day In 1M9 that Mary was being 
buried, a casualty of the Great 
Hamine. 

Tbla httle book places the poig-
nant story in its proper setting of a 
grotesque society in a beautiful but 
tormented land. John Caball adds 
his own translation of the son? into 
Irish. 

8.T. 

THE GRAIGUENAMANA ABDUCTION 
" M A T T E R S OF F E L Q N Y - A RECONSTRUCTION," by Margery Weiner (Heinemann, 30/-). 

/ \ N December 2?nd, 1780. Garret 
^ Byrne, aged 22, and the 
brothers Japaejs a n d Patrick 
Stpapge. 20 and 19 respectively, 
wete publicly hanged at Kilkenny. 
Patrick had been an accessory to 
the abduction by the others of the 
beautiful sisters Catherine and Ann 
I^ennedy of Rathmaiden, Co, Water-
ford. 

Hie unlovely story tha t ended so 
grimly, a record of folly and bru-
tality, has been disinterred by an 
Englishwoman whose previous books 
have been concerned with Prance 
under the Revolution and Napoleon. 
The. only other accoupt of this 
"cause c^ldbre" appeared in 1847, 
giving the barest outline of the 
facts. Miss Weiner has searched 
diligently among newspapers and 
manuscripts of the period for 
material which would show up the 
significance of the events in the 
context of Irish society under the 
Penal Laws. 

The abductors belonged to the 
class of Catholic landowners im-
poverished by confiscation - the 
writer persists, ad nauseam, In call-
ing them "squireens," a word un-
known in Ireland, except perhaps as 
a joke- who were excluded by law 
from every useful or profitable occu-
pation. The girls, whose ages were 
15 and 14. were heiresses in a 
modest way, their father, a "Castle 
Catholic," having followed until his 
death the lucrative trade of middle-
man. The mother was that pathetic 
kind of widow whose sole purpose 
is to secure advantageous matches 
for her children. 
' p H E abduction of heiresses was a 

fairly common occurrence in 
the eighteenth century both in 
England and in Ireland, and had 

M 

been particularly rife in Kilkenny. 
There, even existed an accepted pro-
cedure, involving a mounted raid 
with blunderbusses and cutlasses, 
the placing of fee girl in front of 
the saddle to suggest, absurdly that 
it was the horseinvan who was being 
carried off, and the provision of a 
"couple-beggar," tha,t is, a clergy-
man of dubious standing who would 
perform a weeding service if (as 
was usually the case) marriage, was 
fee pun*?s^ of the adventure. As 
often as not the affair would end 
with the parents accepting the "fait 
accompli," and sometimes, ap-
parently, with happiness ever after. 

Various circumstances combined 
to make the Graigyenamana foray 
notorious. There was the youth of 
the offenders, and the fact that the 
Kennedy girls had been their 
sweethearts as well as cousins of 
Byrne. When the unwilling wives 
had been dramatically rescued from 
on board ship in Wicklow Roads the 
three culprits escaped to Wales, 
where they were arrested and im-
prisoned. 

Inevitably, politics played a part 
in deciding their fate. The judge at 
their trial was John Scott, the 
Attorney General. An indifferent 
lawyer but a zealous placehunter, 
the future Chief Justice—whose un-
published diaries Miss Weiner has 
studied—decided tha t Dublin Castle 
would welcome a stern application 
of the law a t a time when organised 
violence was widespread in many 
parts of the country. 

It Is probable that the Whiteboys 
had a hand in the undertaking 
Byrne and the Slranges were at 
least sympathetic towards the ac-
tivities of these desperate men. In 
any case the Judge ignored the 

jury's recommendation to mercy 
and spoke vehemently against the 
lawlessness of the Irish. 

r p H E author has tried to fill out 
the few known facts of the. 

tragedy with a re-crefttion of life 
in Ireland during the time of Grat-
tan's parliament. Oddly, she has 
failed to evoke the mood of mount-
ing elation that existed during the 
months covered by her story. 

These were the months when the 
Irish Parliament challenged the 
authority of England in Ireland's 
affairs, and the Volunteers were as-
serting the country's exasperation 
with corrupt government. This 
apart, she has given a fair picture 
of a rotten society, and diagnosed 
the underlying causes of the popu-
lar contempt for law and order. 

A further weakness arises from 
the attempt to double the parts of 
novelist and historian. The charac-
ters created for the people in the 
story lack credibility. Also, many of 
the incidents strike the reader as 
too bizarre for history and too 
irrelevant for fiction. 

EVANN CONOR 

(Continued from next oolumn) 

The same urgent desire to reduce 
the total of human suffering, 
grasping whatever opportunities the 
partloular time ami place presented, 
prompted his deolslon to merge the 
Citizen Army with the Volunteers 
and so make the Rising poeslMe. 

It would be dllAeult to Itnd a 
better shillings worth In Britain or 
Ireland. 

SEAMUS TREACY. 

" T H E T E A C H I N G * O f JAMES 
CONNOLLY, ' by Joseph Deasy 
(New Books, 1te Pearse St., 
Dublin, 1/-) . 

PERM APS the most notable re-
suit of last year's iubHee oem-

memoratien Of the w e . Rtsing has 
beep the erection ef a new Interest 
Hi James Connolly both as man of 
aetioq and as thinner. TN? excel-
lent booklet should encourage read-
ers to turn te c . Desmond Qreaves's 
definitive "Lite and Times rf jnnws 
Connolly" and to Copneffyls own 
writings. 

The moat important of these, 
"Labour In Irish tfmgrtf* and "La-
bour, Nationality and Rfli^drt," are 
reviewed here, l l t f r p M on 
Connolly's Marxist IntMfjMfttyW of 
history. There is a clear.statement 
of Connolly's vieys on . t l * relation 
between Ireland's struggle fer inde-
pendence and the olasa struggle. 

Stress is laid on the consistency 
of Connolly's Ideas and actions In 
the two oomplementary spheres In 
which he worked throughout his 
life, the organisation of Industrial 
labour and Soolallst propaganda. 
The restless reformer in Mm found 
in Syndicalism a prootlcal means of 
corroding the power of capital. 

in helping to found the Irish 
Labour Party, and simultaneously 
assuming leadership of the Citizen 
Army, he showed the same pragma-
tism that Is expressed in his pamph-
let "Socialism Made Easy," written 
when he was organtaing the Indus-
trial workers of the World In 
America at the turn of the oentury. 

(Continued In preoedlifg column) 
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to gain f rom the establishment of 
some such Council of Labour, which 
it sees as the political analogue of 
the All-Ireland I.C.T.U. Irish La-
bour would be the largest single 
partner and would gain prestige 
from the establishment of the 
Council. I t s leader, Mr. Brendan 
Corish, is optimistic regarding its 
effects. He was quoted in the 
papers as saying that it was natural 
that Socialist parties all over the 
world should have links as their 
policies were identical in principle. 
He could see in the future, he said, 
a possible tripartite Socialist move-
ment or federation for these two 
islands, Ireland and Britain. 

Some people in the Labour Party 
have taken alarm at the implica-
tkttjj£ of this statement of Mr. 
Corish. Does it mean that he fore-
sees some form of political union 
between Britain and Ireland, in 
which the Irish Labour Party be-
comes linked With the British in a 
common Socialist movement with-
out a federated government in rela-
tion to which it. acts; and is this 
a desirable prospect? 

Others have asked how a "genuine 
Socialist policy" can be worked out 
on all social questions, by parties 
who retain diametrically opposing 
views on the character of the States 
and governments they operate in. 
Still, these questions will no doubt 
be answered In time when full de-
tails of the proposed Council are 
given to the public. 

Gerry Fitt, perhaps the most 
realistic politician in Ireland, sees 
the Council of Labour as possibly 
helping his campaign for reforms 
and civil liberties in the North. He 
thinks tha t the Dublin Labour 
Party could help a bit by pressing 
Harold Wilson and the British 
trftde unions on the Irish question. 
Most of the British-based unions 
with branches in Irelahd are affi-
liated to the Irish Labour Party. 

'At the same time they send dele-

Kicking them upstairs 
"THE "Sunday Telegraph" has re-

ported tha t Mr. Wilsoh is con-
iderlng removing the twelve six-
•rnnty M.P.s from the Westminster 

House of Commons and instead 
•iving representation to the six 
ounties in a nominated House of 

Lords, with no say in taxation, 'or 
•>ower to delay legislation. 

Tiie report has thrown Unionist* 
' a State of alarm 

In essence this is a step in the 
in ction of bringing the six coun-
t's back into the United Kingdom 

I hey were before 1921 Think 
'>! 'he jobs for the boys tha t would 

1 lost if Northern Ireland became 
county council! 
But nationalists cannot view the 

:ospect with pleasure The six 
•unties is not British soil with 

which Mr. Wilson can do as he 
pleases, suiting the administration 
to British needs. 

It is Irish soil, and if any changes 
are needed, then the Irish people 
should make them. 

There is suspicion that the next 
step would be to associate the Re-
public with the Crown in some way, 
thus bringing about the long-term 
Imperialist object of swallowing Ire-
land up again. 

An alternative that has been men-
tioned is tha t of keeping the twelve 
members but de-barring them from 
voting on British topics. While this 
is preferable it could be used In 
order to legalise the convention that 
British M.P.s cannot ask questions 
about Ui« conduct of affairs in their 
Northern Ireland colony. 

gates to their unions' annual con-
ferences in Britain each year. If 
woken up to this issue the Irish 
branches could play a big par t in 
raising the Irish question in some 
of the major British trade unions. 

At the same time Pi t t has no 
illusions about the character of the 
N.I.L.P. leaders. Messrs. Napiter, 
Brett, etc., are partitionists to a 
man. They would like to see Gerry 
Pit t sunk down the river, for all the 
embarrassment he is causing the 

Unionists and the British Govern-
ment on the question of civil 
liberties. Also, they see tha t Fit t 
is gathering significant support all 
over the six counties. More and 
more Nationalists and Republicans 
see him as the Tribune of the 
North. 

The N.I.L.P. would like to cash 
in on his popularity by getting an 
agreement on putting up candidates 
in local elections. The N.I.L.P. 
would like to break out of Belfast 
and are putt ing up large numbers 
of candidates in the rural areas of 
the six counties. 

With Pit t 's support and backing 
they might get enough Nationalist 
votes to get a number of their 
men elected. Hence their willing-
ness to play along with this All-
Ireland Labour Council idea. Cer-
tainly too, the N.I.L.P. should see 
nothing objectionable in the idea 
of a "Socialist*' federation for the 
two islands—no doubt with Mr. 
Harold Wilson as its chairman! 

SEWAGE 
SCHEME 
REFUSED 

IRISH LABOUR GETS TOGETHER 
BUT THERE ARE WORRYING IMPLICATIONS 

WHAT DID BRENDAN CORISH MEAN? 
From our Dublin correspondent 

A N All-Ireland Council of Labour is likely to emerge as a result of a meeting at 
^ Stormont in April between the Twenty - six County Irish Labour Party, the 
Northern Ireland Labour Party and Gerry Fitt and Harry Diamond's Republican 
Labour Party. 

Moves to get such a body of? the ground have been on for 
same time and a meeting recently in Leinster House led to an 
agreement on its basic principles. The most important "basic 
principle" seems to have been an agreement to differ, for, of 
course, these parties are poles apart on the question of partition 
and Britain's relationship to Ireland, the major issue of the day. 
N.I.L.P. is partitionist, Gerry Fitt is republican and strongly Anti-
partitionist, and the Irisih Labour Party is "for a united Ireland." 
The common denominator between these three bodies can only 
therefore be a generally anti-conservative approach on minor 
issues of social and economic policy. Not very much; but 
something. 

The Irish Labour Party has much 

LETTER 

DEFENCE OF 
JACK 

LONDON 
J HAVE just finished reading the 
' February issue of the "Irish 

Democrat" and must correct Pat 
Devme upon two counts. 

First, Jack London was NOT 
Irish. The Jews have their Marx, 
he Russians their Lenin, and the 

Irish their Connolly, so for Pete's 
ake don't try to take "our" heroes 

away f rom us. 
London was not Irish by descent 

despite what Irving Stone claims 
m "Sailor on Horseback") nor was 
he by sentiment. 

Home is where the hear t is. And 
all London's books are full (rather 
unfortunately) of the superiority of 
"Nature's noble Anglo-Saxons," i.e. 
the English. 

Second, it is incorrect to put Sin-
clair Lewis, or any other writer, 
upon the same level as London. Lon-
don was the "Pride of the Prole-
tariat." 

TTOWEVER to say tha t London 
was pro-English is not to say 

• hat he was anti-Irish. The great 
thing about London was his sense 
of values and his manly virtues. He 
always tried to project what sort of 
values and ideals the man of the 
future socialist society would pos-
sess, and to set a target for young-
sters to aim at. Witness a real life 
incident in the Klondike whirl 
which London wrote into "Smoke 
Bellew":— 

After running a stranger's boat 
through a dangerous canyon the 
stranger and his wife (in real life 
a Mr. and Mrs. Pet) tried to hand 
fifty dollars to Shorty. "Strangers," 
was the rejoinder, "I come into this 
country to make money outa the 
ground an ' not outa my fellow 
critters." 

l ^OR all his faults (yes, I know he 
had some) London was loved 

while other socialists were merely 
respected. 

On the whole however I would 
not quarrel with Mr. Device's 
article, except to urge him to keep 
his perishing hands off "our" pro-
perty and -not to come poaching 
upon "our" preserves! 

What with the Black-and-tans, 
Belsen, and how Vietnam, there is 
not much tha t we Anglo-Saxons can 
feel proud of, except the fact that 
we produced "J.L." 

JIM MCCARTHY 
Leeds 11. 
TNOTE: We publish with pleasure 

this defence of Jack London by a 
member of the well-known Anglo-
Saxon clan to which Mr. Mc-
Carthy belongs. We would remark 
however tha t before the Anglo-
Saxons could make money out of 
the ground of America they 
slaughtered countless thousands 
of their "fellow-critters" in the 
Indian wars" which lasted till 

the elghteen-nineties. This is the 
primordial poison of American 
life, just as the conquest of Ire-
land is to England.—Editor ] 

A MAZING decision to refuse a 
grant for a Co. Fermanagh 

village's essential sewage scheme is 
being sharply criticised for i ts bla-
tant religious discrimination. 

The village is Roslea whose pro-
posed £32,000 scheme is necessary 
to provide drainage to a new Catho-
lic secondary school for 300 pupils 
which is now nearly completed. 

The Ministry of Development has 
said that he will not consider any 
sewage development in Roslea for at 
least two years. For this time the 
school must stand empty, and pos-
sibly for much longer. 

The decision is likewise a vir-
tual veto on the commencement of 
work on a new housing site, neces-
sary to solve the acute problems of 
the neighbourhood. 

The most shocking thing is that 
the Ministry has been pressing the 
Lisnaskea Rural Council to under-
take these schemes for a long time. 
The parish of Roslea is cut by the 
border, and but for the Minister's 
encouragement the school could 
have been built in Co. Monaghan. 

The decision is taken as par t of 
Mr. Craig's "tough line with the 
nationalists." 

A UNIVERSITY FOR LIMERICK? 
Controversial proposals in Higher Education Report 

TRELAND has had its share of 
plans and reports this year, 

and the report of the Commis-
sion on Higher Education, now 
published, has been one of 
the most eagerly - awaited. 
The higher education a<> the 
youth of Ireland is of vital 
interest. The Commission has 
been sitting seven years; its 
members include some of the 
best brains in the country; the 
full report will comprise half-
a-dozen volumes, and the recom-
mendations will keep education-
ists and administrators debating 
for a long time. Here are some 
of the main ones : 

The National University of Ire-
land should be broken up and its 
constituent Colleges, Dublin, Cork 
and Galway shonld become uni-
versities on their own account. To-
gether with Trinity College, which 
would remain separate and inde-
pendent, this would mean four 
universities in the Twenty Six 
Counties instead of two; and May-
nooth would have the option of 
becoming one also. 

University degrees would take 
four years Instead of the present 
three, and the Gove riling Bodies 
of the Universities should have 
the majority of their members 
elected by their staffs, instead of 
the system now where staffs have 
little say in the composition of 
College Boards. 

Limerick and Dublin—perhaps 
later Sligo and Wexford—should 
have what are called New Col-
leges, institutions giving pass or 
general degrees on the basis of 
three-year courses. 

Agriculture a n d veterinary 
science should be taken from the 
universities and put under the 
aegis of a special National Col-
lege linked with the Agricultural 
Research Institute. Cork would 
thus lose its highly developed 
Dairy Science Faculty and UCD 
its Agricultural School. 

A special Technological Autho-
rity should be set up to train 
technologists, in association with 
the Inst i tute for Industrial Re-
search and Standards. 

Teacher training courses should 
be three years Instead of two 
bringing the period In line w'ith 
tha t in Britain and the North 

and the Training Colleges should 
form par t of the New Colleges. 

The Universities should be 
joined in a Council of Irish Uni-
versities for purposes of joint 
planning. 

There should be a greatly ex-
tended system of scholarships, 
loans and grants for students to 
help them meet university fees. 

rpHERE are dozens of Other reicofri-
^ mendations, but these are the 
major ones, and they show the re-
pOrt will arouse plehty of corttro-
versy. 

One of the big disappointments 
of the report has been its failure to 
grasp the nett le of the relationship 
between T.C.D. and U.C.D. At 
present there are 3,000 students in 
the former and 6,000 in the latter. 
Logically there should be one uni-
versity in Dublin, with each of these 
a separate College within it. Instead 
there are now to be two Universities, 
with U.C.D. going off on its own. 
It Is clear the hierarchy are not 
yet willing to reconsider the ban on 
Trinity College which keeps hun-
dreds of Catholic students out, send-
ing them instead to grossly over-
crowded U.C.D. 

The views of the hierarchy are 
given by Dr. Philbin in a s tatement 
which includes the following: "The 
Christian features which are main-
tained in Trinity College are recog-
nised and regarded with the sym-
pathy and goodwill appropriate to 
the ecumenical spirit. But by com-
parison with the National Univer-
sity the older institution is seen as 
having a neutral and secularist 
character, its strong Protestant t ra-
ditions having gradually given 
ground to an uncommitted at t i tude 
in which currents of opinion more 
radically opposed to Catholicism 
may exert considerable influence." 
Not surprisingly, the Commission 
concludes t ha t "it is not opportune 
to contemplate associating T.C.D. 
with U.C.D." 

Still, even if less Catholics come 
to T.C.D. because of the ban, the 
student body there will become pro-
gressively more Irish. By 1971 there 
will be 4.000 students in Trinity Col-
lege, only 15 per cent of them from 
outside the country, which will be a 
very different pattern from former 
times. 
/GENERAL M. J. COSTELLO. in 
" * a reservation to the report, is 
verv critical of the continuance of 

this "wasteful and undesirable com-
petition" between T.C.D. and U.C.D. 
He also thinks that it would be 
wasteful to try and build up fall 
multi-faculty universities in Cork 
and Galway. Each of these should 
specialise, particularly ih their re-
search and postgraduate work. Gal-
way, he suggests, should have a 
monopoly in education, oceano-
graphy and public administration, 
Cork should have one in agriculture. 
He also thinks the new colleges an 
unsound idea. "We cannot afford 
the cost of these and their establish-
ment would weaken the new techno-
logical colleges which It is proposed 
to establish at various centrfes otit-
side of Dublin." His crfticlsihs are 
sensible and will, as usual, Attract 
wide support. 

Dr. Phllbin has reservations about 
the proposals eo«e£tning scholar-
ships and grants. They would be 
Inadequate in number and amount, 
he suggests, even if the Commis-
sion's proposals are adopted by the 
Government. There should be 
higher entrance standards to the 
universities hut the State should 
meet the full cost of the education 
of those students who met them, 
with the exception of the children 
of the very well-to-do. TWs vrooM 
keep out the not very bright child-
ren of the rich who at present get 
to college without difficulty because 
of the low admission requirements 
and their parents' ability to meet 
the fees. He makes an eloquent plea 
against young people with brains 
not being able to get a chance of 
higher education because of inade-
quate scholarships and grants. 

The report shows that of present 
university students the children of 
manual workers constitute less thah 
one-tenth, and those of farmers only 
two-tenths, which is grossly out of 
proportion to the importance and 
numbers of these social groups In 
the country. 

And some figures'' In 1965 there 
were 13.000 young people in the 
Irish universities. By the middle 
1970s, a decade later, there will be 
23,000, an increase of 80 per cent. 
The Government will need to spend 
£25 million on capital construction 
between now and 1975 and some £ 3 
£4 million more each year on cur-
rent expenditure in order to imple-
ment the recommendations of the 
report. 
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N.I.L.P. CONFERENCE DEFIES 

ft* 

m 

N.C.C.L. has 
two Irish 
resolutions 
r THE annual general meeting 

of the National Council for 
Civil Liberties, to be held in 
London April 28th and 29th, 
will have two resolutions on 
Northern Ireland before it. 

The first one, submitted by the 
Council's Executive Committee, calls 
on the British Government to ex-
tend the operation of the Race Re-
lations Bill to Northern Ireland and 
to include within its scope discrim-
ination based on religion. The reso-
lution also urges that the decision 
not to extend the powers of the pro-
posed "Ombudsman" to Northern 
Ireland shall be reversed. 

The second resolution from th<f 
Connolly Association "notes with 
regret the flat rejection by the Gov-
ernment of Northern Ireland of 
Miss Sheelahn Murnaghan's Bill" 
on civil rights and calls on the Gov-
ernment to delay no longer in set-
ting up an enquiry into the opera-
tion ot the 1920 Government of 
Ireland Act. 

T\ELEGATES will be present at 
U the conference from the Con-
nolly Association It is expected 
that the campaign for Social Justice 
and the newly-formed Northern Ire-
land Civil Rights Association will 
also be represented. 

Hie report of the N.C.C.L. for the 
year 1966-1967 contains a section on 
civil liberties in Northern Ireland. 
During the year correspondence had 
been interchanged with the three 
main British political parties. Each 
had been sent a copy of the resolu-
tion which had been passed at the 
1966 annual meeting, calling for an 
enquiry into Northern Ireland. The 
report states, "Hie Conservatives 
were opposed to any interference 
with the 1920 Act. The liberals 
thought it should be amended, t h e 
Prime Minister stated that a 'con-
stitutional convention' deterred the 
Government from interfering in the 
internal affairs of Northern Ireland, 
and that instead discussions would 
be held with the Northern Ireland 
Government. 

"When the situation in Northern 
Ireland deteriorated Civil Liberties 
wrote to the Prime Minister ex-
pressing the opinion that a com-
mitment more definite than "in-
formal discussions' was called for, 
but this was not forthcoming." 

The Report describes the reforms 
which the Northern Ireland Govern-
ment has promised as welcome, but 
"totally Inadequate." It notes that 
the business vote in local elections 
will remain, as will the property 
qualifications. The Special Powers 
Acts are also to remain untouched. 

"The position therefore," states 
the report, "is that when the much-
heralded reforms have taken place, 
the situation will remain largely 
unchanged, and the pressure must 
be kept up." 

rpHE Executive. Committee had set 
up a special Northern Ireland 

Committee with the task of pre-
paring a memorandum outlining the 
case for a Royal Commission or 
some other form of enquiry, 

The section of the report dealing 
with Northern Ireland concludes, 
"Civil Liberties must in Hs future 
work keep to the forefront the 
responsibility of the Westminster 
Parliament for Northern Ireland. It 
is only by exercising this responsi-
bility that complete democratic 
rights can be restored in the area." 

The annual general meeting will 
deal with a wide variety of subjects 
where civil rights are being in-
fringed or are threatened. These 
include South African refugees, im-
migration appeai, fingerprinting, 
rights of gypsieel censorship, the 
proposal to introduce majority ver-
dicts by Juries, racial discrimination, 
complaints against the police and 
the rights of servicemen 

The aniuml report appeals for a 
sUxmger 'N.C.C.L. especially for 
more members. Those Interested 
should write to the Oeneral Sec-
retary, 4 Camden High Street, Lon-
don, N.W.I 

PARTITIONIST LEADERS 
DEMANDS ENQUIRY INTO RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION 

Mr. Bleakley discovers Nationalism 
fNESPITE the efforts of Messrs. Brett and Bleakley to sidetrack the issue, the six 

county Labour Party meeting in Newtownards during Easter week passed a 
resolution by 35 votes to 31 calling on the British Government to hold an impartial 
investigation into allegations of religious discrimination and electoral gerrymandering 
in the six counties. 

Executive was instructed to 
"take all possible steps to publi-
cise the Northern Ireland situa-
tion and the necessity for such 
an enquiry in Britain and espe-
cially in the British Labour 
movement." 

ImTr. DAVID BLEAKLEY, who 
lost his Parliamentary seat in 

Woodvale, many people believe 
because of his excessive zeal for the 
constitution, urged the conference 
to vote against the resolution. 

The man who can stomach a 
British Army of occupation, the 
control of nine-tenths of the 
revenue by Westminster, and the 
denial to Northern Ireland of the 
slightest power of foreign trade, 
peace, war or navigation, suddenly 
discovered the virtues of national-
ism. 

"We don't want Englishmen or 
Scotsmen to solve what are local 
problems," declared Mr. Bleak-
ley. "As an Irishman I would re-
gard a British enquiry as an 
unwarranted instrusion into our 
affairs and we would also be 
playing into the hand of the 
Unionist Party. . . . There are too 
many Englishmen setting them-
selves up as experts on Irish 
affairs." 

Apparently the delegates did not 
take these remarks a t their face 
value. They could hardly believe 
that Mr- Bleakley had now decided 
to apply for membership of the 

SEAN REDMOND 
ADDRESSES YS. 

/ \ N March 16th, Mr. Sean Red-
^ mond, General Secretary of 
the Connolly Association, addressed 
the Surbiton Labour Party Young 
Socialists, following which a reso-
lution was passed declaring support 
for a free and united Ireland and 
urging the immediate setting up 
of an enquiry into the operation of 
the Government of Ireland Act, 
1920. 

The resolution was forwarded to 
the General Management Commits 
tee of the Surbiton Labour Party, 
with the request that they endorse 
it and send it to the Government. 
There is also a possibility that the 
resolution will be sent to the Labour 
Party conference in October. 

FARMERS 
(Continued from Page One) 

low without either the intellect or 
the cunning of some of his col-
leagues who now sharpen their 
knives for his back, is now alarmed 
at what he is being walked into, and 
would like to find a way of escape. 

If the mass movement for the pro-
tection of Ireland's agricultural in-
dustry continues to stand firm, it is 
Just possible that the farmers may 
be met half-way, an outcome which 
would be a major blow to the plans 
of British monopoly finance to add 
Irish agriculture to its dominions. 

Meanwhile, however, the foreign 
purchases of land continue, and 
there are hundreds of farmers in 
Jail. 
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Republican Clubs. The enquiry 
which he was trying to prevent 
would remove the obstacles ham-
stringing those who wanted all 
British interference removed out of 
Ireland. 

"VflTR. R. McSHANE of the Queen's 
^ University Labour group, 
which had sponsored the resolution, 
pointed out that in Northern Ire-
land their hands were tied The 
British Government was the only 
body which at present possessed 
the power to carry out such an 
investigation. 

Mr, Brett tried another tactic. 
He had "confidential information" 

that "an impartial enquiry into 
these matters may be going to 
happen." He refused however, to 
reveal the source of his informal 
tion, and delegates were puzzled at 
his desire to stop a vote for some-
thing which he agreed with and 
which according to what he was 
saying was already as good as 
Government policy. 

The vote was a great victory for 
progress and will without a doubt 
hasten the establishment of an all 
Ireland political Labour movement. 

Conference also passed resolu-
tions calling for urgent social re-
forms and universal franchise. 

NOW WE ARE AT 283 
' THE "Irish Democrat" and 

Connolly Association are 
now installed in the new pre-
mises at 283 Grays Inn Road, 
London, W.C.I. 

These are about fifty yards down 
the road in the direction of Hoi born, 
but on the opposite side of the road 
to the old premises. 

NOfpS AND 

T> IRKENHEAD M.C.F. passed 
a resolution calling for an 

enquiry into the Government 
of Ireland Act. This was sup-
ported by the Birkenhead 
Labour Party and Trades Coun-
cil, who wrote to the Home 
Secretary about it. They are 
now studying his long reply. 

* it it 

Unionists are getting worried 
about the results of Mr. William 
Craig's wild speeches and still wilder 
hitting-out at Republicans. Not a 
single political .party supported Mr. 
Craig in his ban of the Republican 
clubs. Now a member of his own 
Unionist Party, the well-known Mr. 
Edward Wamock, has suggested 
that the Special Powers Act should 
be put in cold storage. Others say 
it should be abolished altogether. 

it it it 

Mr. Craig has disappeared to Ger-
many. it it said ha Is going on 
a three-week holiday. Mr. Faulkner 
and Mr. Toreneo O'Neill art also 
there, but they art not on holiday. 
Speculators are wondering what, 
if anything, these three gentlemen 
are oooking up. 

it it it 

Mr. Paul Rose, M.P. is to ask Mr. 
Wilson to introduce legislation at 
Westminster to revoke the powers 
given to the six-county government 
under the Government of Ireland 
Act. And Mr. Edwin Brooks (Lab., 
Bebington) Is to ask Mr. Jenkins to 
bring in legislation to curb the 
undemocratic powers of the six-
county Government. 

it it it 

The six-oounty government has 
made an announoement to the 
•Hoot that though tho Republican 
clubs have boon made Illegal, thoy 
oan still send up candidates for the 
Stormont or Westminster sleetlons-
But thoy wlH have to promlao to 
take tho ooth and their seat If they 
go for Stormont. 

Instead of one, room and poky 
store which has been our habitation 
on and off since 1944, we have a 
suite of seven rooms including a 
substantial store. 

But oh, the work of getting it 
straight! 

I t could take months—but we 
want it to take weeks. So we ask 
members of the Connolly Associa-
tion and friends of ours who are 
building workers to come and help. 
Many hands are needed, before this 
work is ttttde light. A n d o t i r sin-
cere thanks to those w h o a Whelp-
ing already. Their names will 4» 
published later. < 

The past month has been a good 
one for our fund, thanks to a con-
tinuance of old support and one 
substantial donation 

Our best thanks to: S. Clarke 
12/-, W. Ancle ret on £ 1 10s., T. Lalor 
5/-, T. Cuddy $/-, P. Loftus £1, J. 
McGlnley 10/-, J. Tate 10/-, C.Kelly 
£«, E. Ferguson £1, J. & D. Olghan 
£10, J. 6 . Breese 10/-, Anonymous 
£100. 

Starch total to S t Patrick'* Day 
£120, grand total £«01 1s. 2d. 

We are very grateful to all these 
generous donors, and wish very 
much that we could now end our 
appeal and say we have enough 
money. 

But if anybody doubts ouy need, 
let him come along (wjth his 
cheque-book in his pocket) and see 
the work we have still to do. We 
estimate that we need another £150 
in April. That would mean the 
materials would be available for 
completing our conversion Job. 

But that should not be the end, 
and we want to equip the new 
office with labour-saving devices 
(photo-copying and dictaphone 
equipment etc.), and also the in-
creased space will demand extra 
furniture, and the sooner it is ob-
tained the sooner we get the full 
advantage of the new place. 

And then we have yet another 
necessary developments—a concerted 
effort to reduce and if possible do 
away with the debt on the 
"Democrat." 

So, good friends, keep it up! 

SMYTH E 
WRITES TO 

JENKINS 
FOLLOWING his' visit to the six 

counties where he attended the 
banned Republican convention as 
an observer, Mr. Tony Smythe, the 
General Secretary of the National 
Council for Civil Liberties has sent 
a long report to the Home Secretary, 
which has been issued to the press. 

In it he reproduces the resolutions 
passed at the convention. 

It will be recalled that the 
"Manchester Guardian" was the 
only paper in Britain to publish an 
account of the convention and the 
ban which was imposed. 

It is hoped that this statement 
will reach a wider public. 

"Mr. Smythe describes how he 
found two car-loads of plain-clothes 
policemen outside the convention 
when he learned that four men had 
been arrested. 

His complaint is that though some 
people at the convention denied that 
there was a police state in the six 
counties, it looked as if it was not 
far off. 

V V- V-

HPHE report reproduces in full Mr. 
-Wilson's reply to Mrs. Mc-

Cluskey before the General Election 
of 1901 

He wrote:— 
"I agree with you as to the im-

portanoo of the Issues with which 
your campaign is concerned, and 
oan assure you that a Labour 
Government would do everything 
in its power to too that the in-
frtngomenti of justioe to which 
you ar» so rightly drawing atten-
tion are effectively dealt with." 

V * $ 

rPHE report also refers to the fact 
that the N.C.CL. recently took 

Counsel's opinion (as was done 
many years ago by the Connolly As-
sociation) as to the validity of Sec-
tion 75 of the Government of Ire-
land Act. This is what he said:— 

"Stormont Is given certain 
powers to legislate, certain mat-
ters (Ia , "reason, aerial naviga-
tion and patents) are reserved to 
tho United Kingdom Parliament, 
but overall sootlon 75 of this Act 
contains this: ' . . . the supreme 
authority «f the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom shall remain un-
aRooted and undiminished over all 
persons, matters and things in 
Ireland and ovary port thereof.' 
This clearly enables the United 
Kingdom Parliament to legislate 
for tho Internal affairs of 
Northern Inland; the legal 
power to> legislate Is there, there 
is no restriction qn the legal or 
constitutional ability of the 
United Kingdom Parliament to 
exeroiar that powor and there the 
question of Whether and when to 
oxaroioo It Is not a legal or a 
Jurisdictional problem, but a poli-
tical question." 

# 1 
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WOMEN IN IRISH HISTORY 
A LECTURE 

THURSDAY, APRIL 20th, 8 p.m. 
THE MITRE (Tunnel entrance) 

Speaker: 

CATH MacLAUGHLIN 
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