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THREAT TO 
RAILWAYS 

A FEW days after he was casti-
' gating the six-county Govern-

ment for reducing the Belfast-
Dublin railway line to single-track 
working, Mr. Ereklne Chllders was 
threatening the rallwaymen that If 
they Insisted on asking for more 
pay he would close the railways 
down, except for sixty miles round 
Dublin. 

People are asking if this is not 
a preparation for cutting the 
O.N.a at Dundalk, thus capitula-
ting to the slx-oounty road haul-
age interests, and then blaming it 
•n the rail way men's wages. 
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D A N C E 
to 

MOONSHINERS' 

SHOWBAND 
and 

FOUR COURTS 

CONFERENCE DISCUSSES ACTION 
c> 

f Delegates from many parts 
P EPRESENTATIVES of over ei_ 

Left, assembled in die Conway 
discuss die Irish question. 

After the chairman had read out messages of greeting from 
friends unable to attend, Mr. Gerard Fitt, Member of Parliament 
for West Belfast, told some home truths about the six-county 
dictatorship. 

RESOLUTION 
While no formal resolution 

, there was general 
that the time had 

come to urge on the British 
Labour Party and the Labour 
Government a more determined 
policy in realtion to Ireland. 

As a condition for this it was 
above all necessary that the 
basic facts should be made 
known throughout the trade 
union and Labour movement, 
and that this knowledge should 
express itself in resolutions at 
the highest levels. It was no 
good complaining that the lea-
dership were not taking action 
unless it was made clear that 
a majority of the rank and file 
wished them to do so. 

organisations ranging from the Liberals to the 
London, on Saturday, February 25th to 

Amalgamated Engineering Union, 
Manchester District Committee (2), 
Acton 4 branch (2), Acton 7 branch 
(1), Alperton branch (1), Brixton 
branch (2), Ealing branch (1), 
Ilford 3 branch (1), Tower Hamlets 
branch (1), Uxbridge No. 2 branch 
(1), Wembley 4 branch (1), 

A full account of the conference 
will appear in the next (special) 
issue of the ''Irish Democrat," on 
March 2Srd. 

Among those who sent messages 
of support were Mrs. Alice Cullen, 
M.P., Mr. Leslie Lever, M.P., Mr. 
Frank Allaun, M.P., Mr. Eric Heffer, 
M.P., Mr. Alan Beaney, M.P., Mr. 
Kevin McNamara, M.P., Mr. James 
Clarke (Ballycastle), Mr. Malcolm 
Arnold, Mr. Harry Francis, and the 
Connolly Association of Australia. 

DELEGATES 
The organisations' representatives 

are as follows:— 

Amalgamated society of Painters 
and Decorators, Harlesden branch 
(2), Islington branch (2), Amalga-
mated Society of Woodworkers, 
Manchester and District Commit-
tee (1), Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers, No. 1 Divi-
sion, London (2), Amalgamated 
Union of Foundry Workers, No. 6 
Division, Essex (1), Amnesty Inter-

(Continued on Page Three) 

A HISTORICAL PICTURE 
SEPT. 20th, 192*-The "Sack of Balbriggan" as it was called 
by the Black and Tans focussed world attention to the 

campaign of reprisals. 

PROTEST 
DUBLIN 

A COMMITTEE has been set up 
to try to protect the livelihoods 

of ten thousand Dublin workers who 
face emigration as a result of the 
operation of the inequitable Anglo-
Irish Trade Agreement 

The National Union of Vehicle 
Builders which is spear-heading the 
fight to give Irishmen the right to 
work in their own country Is seek-
ing talks with the Minister for In-
dustry and Commerce. 

The protest committee estimates 
«th«Mtoe number Of workers affected 

may be well over the 10,000 at first 
thought. 

The firms concerned have it is 
understood made no bones about 
their intention to import ready-
assembled cars. 
m H E N.U.V.B., which is a British-
J- based Union, but with a repu-
tation for doing well by its Irish 
membership, asked:— 

"Was it fair to place the proMts of 
a large foreign corporation before 
the livelihoods of thousands of Irish 

British trade unionists who may 
well have these Dublin workers on 
their own bread-lines might do 
worse than ask Mr. Wilson what he 
is going to do about the results of 
his handiwork. 

• y l N E more farmers, arrested 
" for refusing to pay court 
fines, were taken to Mountjoy 
on February 21st. 

The N.F.A. described the arrests 
as a "declaration of war" by the 
Fianna Fail Government, which 
still flatly refuses to meet the far-
mers' representatives. 

First arrests wore in the counties 
of Offaly, Westmeath and Roscom-
mon. They vera taken to Gardal 
stations In the local towns but then 
whisked off to Dublin. 

Among those arrested were Pat-
rick Cuniffe (Kiltoom, Roscommon), 
father of five whom he has to rear 
on thirty acres; Patrick McEvilly 
and Thomas Rock (Cornafulla, 
S o u t h Roscommon); Anthony 
Browne, of Mount Temple, Athlone, 
and Vincent Dooley of Olasson, 
Athlone. 

Later arrests were of Victor Cobbe 
(Durrow, Tullamore), John Garry 
(Ballykeane, Geashill), Michael 
Mahon (Mount Bolus, Offaly) and 
Liam Corcoran (Clara, Offaly). 

It is understood that the Gov-
ernment is refusing to talk with 
the N.F.A. because It hopes to set 
up a Government-sponsored farm* 
ws' organisation which would break 
up ths N.F.A. 

Formers 
taken to 
ttomrtjoy. 
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WHAT IS OUR IRISH FOREIGN POLICY ? 
A survey by Anthony Coughlan 

i r P H E Twenty-Six County s t a t e be-
came a member of t h e United 

Nat ions m 1955. I t is widely be-
lieved in I re land t h a t our role there 
since t h a t t ime h a s a lways been 
honourable a n d progressive. But 
th i s is n o t a l together t rue . 

Up to 1960 the Ir ish delegation 
tended t o t ake a progressive s tand 
on fo re ign policy issues. B u t since 
then , t h e year of our appl ica t ion to 
join t h e Common Market together 
wi th Br i t a in , I re land h a s become a 
"sa fe vote" on most m a t t e r s for 
Bri ta in . America and t h e Western 
Powers. 

True, individual I r i s h m e n have 
played a remarkable role in t he 
United Nat ions and its predecessor, 
the League of Nations. In the 1930s 
Mr. De Valera was president of the 
Assembly a n d of t he Council of the 
League on several occasions. The 
last Secre ta ry General of the S.D.N, 
was an Irishman, Sean Lester. Mr. 
Frederick Boland showed indepen-
dence and. Dr. Conor Cruise O'Brien 
precipitated a n international crisis 
by h is exposure of the trickery of 
the colonial powers in Katanga. 
r j W O m a i n types of issues have 
-*- dominated the United Nations, 
cold war issues apd. colonial issues. 
On the former the Irish policy has 
in the main been to follow the line 
of the United States Government. 
On the latter Ireland has seldom 
teW independent, and at best 
neutra l is t . 

T h e major cold war issues with 
which Ireland has been concerned 
have been the Chinese intervention 
in Tibet and the Russian interven-
tion in Hungary. These are the 
two questions on which Mr. Aiken, 
the Irish Foreign Minister, h a s 
spoken at most length and with 
meet passion. He refers to them 
still—once in every session, ' al-
though they happened a decade ago 
now. Yet in 1965 when the U.S. 
Government entered Santo Domin-
go, violating thereby the United 

Nations Cha r t e r a n d all p recepts of 
in te rna t iona l law, t he r e was no t a 
murmur of criticism or protes t f r o m 
Mr. Aiken. 

When Dr. O'Brien headed t h e 
Irish delegation to t he U.N. dur ing 
the l a t t e r 1950s t h e count ry won a 
certain r epu ta t ion for i ts willing-
ness to t ake a more independen t 
s tand t h a n could be expected f r o m 
an Anglo-American satellite. An 
example was t he question of admi t -
ting Communis t China t o U.N. 
membership. I re land voted for dis-
cussion of th i s m a t t e r — for dis-
cussion of admission, not ac tual 
admission. Still , th i s took some 
courage a t a t ime when the Uni ted 
S ta tes was strongly opposed to the 
question even being talked a b o u t 
A S t a t e like ours is next door to 
Bri ta in and bound by s t rong ties of 
sent iment t o t h e United Sta tes . Bu t 
a f t e r Dr. O'Brien 's depar tu re th ings 
changed. Every year now we vote 
dutifully with the U.S. in favour of 
cont inuing to exclude China f r o m 
membership. I t may be remarked 
too t ha t when Dr. O'Brien criticised 
the role of t h e Belgian and Br i t i sh 
colonial in teres ts in t he Congo a n d 
resigned f r o m the U.N. staff to 
enable h im to speak out, he got no t 
an a tom of moral suppor t in his 
s tand f rom the G o v e r n m e n t he 
had for years loyally worked f o r and 
helped to represent . 

I re land 's foreign policy can be 
gauged pr imar i ly f r o m i ts vot ing 
record in t he Genera l Assembly, in-
format ion on which is sometimes, 
though by no means invariably, 
given in t he I r ish newspapers. B u t 
perhaps more impor tan t is w h a t 
happens in t he various Uni ted Na-
tions committees. I t is there t h a t 
the lobbying and jockeying over reso-
lutions goes on ; a n d it is the re t h a t 
Ireland today can invariably be 
found ei ther p resen t ing or suppor t -
ting the compromise resolutions, t he 
less radical measures, t h e less 
humani ta r ian causes. T h i s h a p p e n s 

too f requent ly for coincidence. On 
several occasions Ireland h a s used 
its so-called "neutra l" posture to 
mus te r support f o r resolutions 
which would not get sufficient sup-
por t if they emanated directly f r o m 
the Amer ican or British delega-
tions. 

An example is the recent resolu-
tion p u t to the U.N. Genera l As-
sembly o n South West Africa, re-
voking the manda te whereby th is 
terr i tory h a d been given to S o u t h 
Afr ica by t h e old League of Nat ions, 
call ing o n the Security Council to 
ensure S o u t h Africa's wi thdrawal 
f o r t h w i t h a n d the grant ing of in-
dspendence to the people of t h e 
area . Mr . Aiken came forward with 
a compromise resolution calling for 
the s e t t i ng up of a commit tee to 
inves t iga te how South Africa 's m a n -
da te could be terminated, but say-
ing n o t h i n g about giving indepen-
dence t o t he people of South Wes t 
Africa. Th i s was supported by the 
U.S. a n d was pushed through. 

I r i sh policy on Southern Afr ica 
typifies th i s spinelessness. I t is 
t rue t h a t I re land is a small count ry 
and w h a t t he Irish Governmen t 
does c a n n o t affect decision-making 

^ o any g rea t degree. W h a t h a p p e n s 
a t t h e U.N. is largely a m a t t e r of 
head-count ing ; but when th is is 
going on people who value t h e 
country 's reputat ion would like 
I re land to be counted on the side 
of h u m a n i t y and freedom. T h e I r i sh 
G o v e r n m e n t supports the imposi-
tion of economic sanct ions on the 
Smi th regime in Rhodesia. T h i s is 
safe enough as Britain and America 
also do so—but Ireland opposes 
sanc t ions on South Africa. On the 
Rhodesia question Ireland took no 
independen t initiative whatever. If 
Mr. Aiken's protests aga ins t colo-
nialism a n d racialism are genuine, 
then t h e absence of any positive 
role he re is striking test imony t h a t 
our fore ign policy is not in f a c t our 
own a t all, but dependent on G r e a t 

Britain 's . 
Mr. T a d g h O'Sullivan, one of our 

pe rmanen t delegates to t h e U.N. 
made some qui te ex t raord inary 
s t a t emen t s o n Rhodesia. T h e use 
of force aga ins t tbfl> S m i t h Govern-
ment by t h e U.N. would no t be legal, 
he said—which is qui te incorrect in 
in te rna t iona l law. And when Mr. 
Lemass was asked in t h e Dail 
whether th is represented official 
Government policy he said t h a t i t 
did. 

On South Afr ica itself a close in-
vestigation of Mr. Aiken's U.N. 
speeches over t en years shows t h a t 
they usually have t aken t h e f o r m 
t h a t I re land is opposed to apar -
theid in S o u t h Africa jus t a s i t is 
opposed to the Chinese ac t ions in 
Tibet; but when it comes to con-
crete measures I re land proposes 
nothing. An example will suffice. 
T h e U.N. h a s se t u p two funds , one 
to f inance political re fugees f r o m 
South Afr ica to obta in educat ion 
and skills which would be usefu l 
later in t he adminis t ra t ion of a 
f ree country, the o ther to m a i n t a i n 
the dependen t s of South Af r i can 
political pr isoners . G o v e r n m e n t s 
have been asked to contr ibute to 
these funds . T h e Dutch Govern-
ment, wi th close ties to S o u t h 
Africa, h a s given £20,000. I r e l and 
to date h a s given nothing. 

Before Chr i s tmas there was a 
U.N. Genera l Assembly vote recom-
mending t h e imposit ion of sanc t ions 
on Sou th Afr ica because of a p a r -
theid. Eighty-five s ta tes voted for, 
two against . I r e l and was one of t h e 
small minori ty of seven s ta tes t h a t 
abs ta ined—they included Br i t a in 
and other colonial powers. W h a t 
does the independence movement in 
South Afr ica t h ink of this, or t h e 
people who will one day rule a f r ee 
South Africa? Will they be i n t h e 
position of independent Algeria 
which can look back on the I r i sh 
Government ' s record of opposi t ion 
or neut ra l i sm in the U.N. towards 

WORLD COMMENTARY By PAT DEVINE 

IS IT THE BITER BITTEN? 
' ^ H E vast, untold wealth of 

the Congo, the richest min-
eral region in all of Africa, 
owned by the Belgian - based 
'Union Miniere," to date, has 
brought nothing but misery and 
slaughter to the Congolese 
people. 

Roger Casement was among the 
first to draw the world's attention 
to the horrors of torture and mur-
der, which was the daily lot of the 
"native" people, at the turn of the 
century. 

Casement's piercing torch started 
the campaign for independence and 
liberation which ended by the 
Congo becoming a Republic, with 
its own elected government, led by 
the revered Prime Minister, Patrice 
Lumumba, on January 1st, 1000. 

Lumumba aimed at using the 
rich mineral deposits—copper, co-
balt, uranium, zinc, coal mangan-
ese, tin, lead, silver and cadtum— 
in the interests of his people. 

The wealthy "Union Miniere' 
had other ideas. They were not go-
ing to surrender their plunder to 
the Congolese. So they organised 
a revolt against the Lumumba Gov-
ernment. 

Names like Tshombe, an open 
agent of Belgian imperialism ; 
Katanga, the state in which he was 
most powerful, and from which he 
manipulated the murder of Lum-
umba, became familiar. So too did 
that of Colonel Mobutu, among 
others, who has been top man dur-
ing the past six years since Lum-
umba. 

WHAT NOW ? 
During this period, Mobutu 

seemed destined to defend the 
imperialist investments at all costs. 
He has a record of suppression of 

all radical movements. He h a s em-
ployed white mercenar ies to c rush 
all resistance by the followers of 
ex-Premier Lumumba. 

But, J a n u a r y 1st, 1967 witnessed 
a great change. Genera l Mobutu ' s 
Government, by the "Afr icanisa-
tion" of "Union Miniere," h a s 
taken what Fenne r Brockway says 
"is the most impor tan t economic 
development in t he cont inent since 
the nat ional isat ion of t he Suez 
Canal." 

The first proposal was t h a t 
"Union Miniere" should t r a n s f e r 
its headquar te rs to KINSHASA. 

The corporation consented to es-
tablish a separa te "Union Miniere 
du Congo," in which the Mobutu 
Government would have a 50 per 
cent share, bu t declined to h a n d 
over direction to the Congo. 

Mobutu thereupon confiscated all 
its assets in Ka tanga , se t t ing up a 
new company, says Brockway, of 
which his Government will have 
55 per cent ownership. T h e head-
quarters are to be a t Kinshasa . 

CONFISCATION 
Surely th is is a classic example 

of the biter being bit ten. Confisca-
tion of this g rea t corporat ion with-
out compensat ion has baffled and 
enraged leading bankers, indus-
trialists and members of the Bel-
gian Royal family who have long 
been prominen t members of the 
company. Shares appear to be 
widely distr ibuted among 120.000 
Belgians and French. 

As Penner Brockway says: It, 
remains to be seen wha t retal ia-
tory action will be taken.There a re 
over 2,000 Belgian employees In 
Ka tanga and if they were with-
drawn, t he technical disruption 
would be serious." 

A perplexing fea ture of the new 
Congolese Company is the inten-
tion to re ta in par tnersh ip with the 

powerful British-owned T a n g a n -
yika Concessions Ltd. (TANKS, as 
it is affectionately called in t he 
City). 

T A N K S had a s trong interest in 
Union Miniere, and Mobutu pro-
poses t h a t it should re ta in 15 per 
cent of t h e shares with Lord Coly-
ton on the new board of manage-
ment. 

At t he moment we dont know if 
the Tory Peer will accept this offer. 
Mobutu a imed to get a board of 
five Congolese, four Belgians and 
one Engl ishman. But this is not 
easy a n d can ' t hide his confisca-
tion. 

DROP THE PILOTS 
"The Telegraph," February 24th, 

1967, h a s a fea ture art icle by J o h n 
BuHoch on the gTave dangers in 
the Congo's fight with Union Mini-
ere. 

"Like a drunken man," he says, 
" . . can delay the ca tas t rophe . . 
the issue is simple: the Congolese 
Government which Is trying to rule 
an a rea t h e size of Western Europe 
from one small corner of Its do-
main, h a s decided t h a t "Union 
Mini&re du Haut Ka t anga" which 
earns 70 per cent of the Congo's 
external revenue, must become a 
Congolese company." 

Imperial is ts everywhere boast of 
their g rea t education work — like 
Ian 8 m i t h in Rhodesia for example 
—but "The Telegraph" ar t ic le 
says: 

"I t is no credit to the policies 
of Union Mlntere, or its pa r en t 
company t h e Sociale Generale, t h a t 
a f ter 50 years in the Congo they 
have not produced the Afr ican 
technicians and adminis t ra to rs 
needed to keep the enterprise go-
ing. But by policy or default , tha t 
!r the case." 

The millionaire's are fighting back, 
.doing everything to stop progress 

in production of the minerals a n d 
thus they hope avert- the danger 
before it grows beyond control. 

They are de termined to s top the 
move among sections of the Con-
golese leaders to drop the Imperi -
alist pilot. 

SHAREHOLDERS THREATEN 
I t is reported t h a t General Mo-

butu has been meet ing with an in-
ternat ional consort ium in a move 
to by-pass t he opposition and keep 
the new nat ional ised Union Mini-
ere working. 

T h e main shareholders of Union 
Miniere have enlisted the aid of 
the Belgian Government demand-
ing t h a t t he Government h a s pro-
mised " to t ake t h e most appropr i -
a te action to protec t the Belgian 
interests as regards both t h e sha re -
holders and the company itself." 

T h e s t a t e m e n t continues, "The 
shareholders of Union Mintere con-
sider t h a t they have been subjected 
to an ac t of confiscation and t h a t 
consequently any person who would 
acquire a par t ic ipat ion in the Soci-
ety Generale Congolaise des Miner-
als would associate themselves with 
this act of confiscation. 

If this should occur, they a re 
firmly determined to defend, in co-
operation with Union Miniere it-
self, their r igh ts and interests." 

I t is clear th ings are dangerously 
poised a t a i>oint where, any th ing 
could happen. 

No copper h a s left the Congo 
since before Chris tmas. The si tua-
tion in Rhodesia and Zambia, 
where copper production and move-
ment Is in danger only adds to the 
complex implicat ions of the Congo-
lese jx)6ition. 

Whatever h a p p e n s those who be-
lieve in na t ional sovereignty should 
oppose any act ion taken by Bel-
gium or any o the r imperialist 
power against t he Congo. 

the Algerian f reedom s t ruggle all 
dur ing t h e 1950s? For in t he many 
votes t aken dur ing those years call-
ing on P r a n c e to give t h e Algerian 
people independence Mr. Aiken al-
most invariably voted a g a i n s t them 
and wi th France , or else abstained 
—a f a c t no t widely apprecia ted at 
home. 

On Vietnam, t he most impor tan t 
moral quest ion of our time, the 
Ir ish G o v e r n m e n t is silent. I t has 
nei ther m a d e appea ls s imilar to 
those of His Holiness t h e Pope, nor 
condemned t h e escalat ion of the 
war. W h e n quest ioned in t h e Dail 
on h i s V ie tnam policy Mr. Aiken's 
a t t i tude was equivalent t o "we can 
only p r a y ! " 

No one c a n doubt t h a t Mr. Aiken 
himself is s t rongly commit ted per-
sonally to t he concept of t h e U.N. 
as he in t e rp re t s it. H e sees the 
U.N. as pr imar i ly a force f o r achiev-
ing d i s a r m a m e n t and in terna t ional 
peace. B u t th i s is a view of the 
pr ime f u n c t i o n of t he U.N. with 
which t h e th i rd world of Africa, 
Asia and L a t i n America does not 
necessarily concur. For t h e teeming 
millions of these con t inen ts peace 
—as Mr. Aitken would seem to 
u n d e r s t a n d it — and pover ty are 
coterminous. I n o the r words they 
see a vigorous anti-colonial struggle, 
which may possibly entai l violence 
and war, as t h e only p a t h leading 
their countr ies f r o m the i r present 
abjectness. Mr. Aiken's concept of 
the U.N. as a . "f i re-f ighting force." 
a body seeking t o d a m p down poli-
tical conflict wherever i t occurs in 
the world, irrespective of i t s justi-
fication, holds no appeal f o r them, 
though it may s t rongly appeal to 
the aff luent indus t r ia l na t ions . The 
count r i |g of t h e thi rd world can 
vividly recall t h e dubious role of 
the Uni ted Na t ions in t h e Congo 
as evidence of w h a t ce r ta in "fire-
f ight ing opera t ions" can lead to. 

The re is widespread publ ic ignor-
ance about our fore ign policy. This 
is due to t he inadequa te a t tent ion 
paid to such issues by all political 
part ies and by t h e mass med ia of 
communicat ions . There has , for 
example, been no critical examina-
tion by leaders of I r i sh public 
opinion of t he role of I r ish troops 
serving with t h e U.N. abroad. Few 
people h a v e asked w h a t rea l func-
tion have these peace-keeping 
forces? Are t hey mere symbols of 
the s ta tus-quo in whatever p a r t of 
the world they a r e s i tuated, seek-
ing to impose ambiguous political 
se t t lements on unwill ing peoples, 
reflecting in t he main, a s Dr. 
Cruise O'Brien would have us be-
lieve, t he fore ign policy exigencies 
of t he Uni ted S t a t e s? T h e r e is no 
university d e p a r t m e n t in I re land 
where . in te rna t iona l re la t ions are 
t augh t a s a sub jec t and in which 
questions such as these could be 
competent ly discussed. 

Public ignorance is re inforced by 
the secondary impor tance a t t ached 
to foreign policy by the I r i sh news-
papers. T h e "I r i sh Times," t h e only 
serious paper in t h e country, syndi-
cates much of i ts foreign af fa i rs 
comments f r o m the "New York 
Times." T h e o the r newspapers 
trivialise foreign policy issues when 
they adver t to t hem at all. Indeed 
when Ir ish voters a t the U.N. do 
not harmonise with the popular 
public conception t h a t our foreign 
policy js a progressive one, the 
papers somet imes do not even men-
tion them. 

As the mass media in I re land in-
creasingly approx imates in their 
content and approach to their 
English counterpar t s , their foreign 
policy line becomes increasingly in-
dis t inguishable f rom t h a t to 
found in t he editorials of the 
"Times" and the "Daily Telegraph ." 

Foreign policy is, of course, an 
extension of domest ic policy. As the 
Dublin Gove rnmen t commits the 
s ta te to economic in tegra t ion with 
Bri tain and t h e Common Market , 
even the p re tence of an indepen-
den t s t a n d by I r e l and on foreign 
]x>licy issues becomes a n absurdi ty. 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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ALTERNATIVE TO E.E.C. 
"VTOT only h e r enemies are saying t h a t official Eng land would be well 

matched wi th the other member s of the European Economic 
Community . I t is a community of weasels. I t s proclaimed highly 
Chr i s t i an purpose is to maximise cut - throat competi t ion irrespective of 
its effect on l iving s tandards, or social values. Its external tariff against, 
t he rest of t h e world is designed to charge the poorer, agr icul tura l 
countr ies for t h e privilege of being rooked by the richer, indust r ia l 
countries. Th i s is to perpetuate and in tensi fy the most iftiquitous economic 
f e a t u r e of t h e m o d e r n world—the f a c t tha t pr imary products are sold 
a t knock-down pr ices while those who sell them must buy industrial goods 
a t monopoly-mainta ined artificial prices. 

T h a t England is "doing a Mal ta" 
o n Australia a n d New Zealand is, 
of course, obvious, if not surprising 
to those who h a v e followed the 
policy of perf idious Albion through 
the ages. T h e f u n d a m e n t a l aggres-
siveness of t h e n e w move has, how-
ever, escaped c o m m e n t . Those who 
have been compel led by English 
policy to t ake u p t h e role of agri-
cul tura l suppliers to England are 
being told t h a t if they are to con-
t inue t ha t r61e, wh ich was not of 
their choosing, t hey must pay a 15 
per cent tariff o n everything they 
sell. 

W h a t is this in effect but a de-
m a n d tha t they accep t a 15 per cent 
pr ice cut? Sma l l wonder if these 
"dominions," a s t hey are graciously 
called, cut the p a i n t e r with the old 
usure r and set ou t on a n ambitious 
course of indust r ia l isa t ion, if neces-
sary inviting immigran t s f rom 
South-East Asia to swell their 
labour force. 

I n the case of I re land, English 
policy is too scanda lous for words. 
Last year E n g l a n d rammed down 
I r i sh throa ts a t r a d e agreement 
which, in r e tu rn f o r the dismantle-
m e n t of Ir ish i n d u s t r y for a period 
of years, g u a r a n t e e d the free entry 
of I r i sh agr icu l tu ra l products for 
all time. 

F o r all time, indeed! Apparently 
"all t ime" m e a n t "unt i l England 
could get into t h e Common Mar-
ket." Not a word h a s been spoke®, 
in England or Ireland, to indicate 
that England 's application to ad-
here to the T r e a t y of Rome was 
a flagrant and unilateral breach 
of the Anglo-Irish trade agreement 
unless, of course, Ireland was pre-
pared to join at the same time, 
and thus give up her last hope of 
t rade relat ions w i t h the world a t 
large. 

I t has been t a k e n for granted 
t h a t just as an independent foreign 
policy, a united nation, an&> indus-
t r ial development have been sacri-
ficed to the a l m i g h t y bullock, so 
I re land should not only be prepared 
to jo in the Common Market fd»-
the sake of t he beast, but should 
if necessary go to hell, provided 
t h a t geographical entity were t o 
promise a steady d e m a n d for oven-
ready beafsteaks. 
T I / ' H A T can explain the almost 

* v Incredible pusillanimity of 
Messrs. Lyfteh and company? If 
instead of the present tt.B.C. there 
were being established on the Con-
t i nen t a f r a t e rn i ty of independent 
na t ions devoted to raising wages, 
improving working conditions and 
helping the former colonies out of 
their economic backwardness, what 
would be his attitude then? 

Very likely, confronted with the 
object J ames Connolly worked and 
died for, he would shout "Stand 
lirm against C o m m u n i s m ! Send 
the cattleboats to South Africa! 
Let the Continentals eat horse if 
they can get It, rabbit if they can't. 
Industrialised Send sales repre-
sentat ives t h r o u g h the civilised 
world." 

But there n o n e of this, £v*n 
tliough the kick of t h e old enemy's 
Boot urges Lelns ter House in the 
direction of n a t i o n a l annihilat ion. 
How do we expla in it? 

I t is clear, of course, tha t the 
process of monopoly has brought 
the ent i re financial system of the 
twenty-six counties very much 
under British domirtattsw. The 
financiers now feel Uiemtrtves 
strong enough to govern Ireland 

along hot-lines to the civil service, 
and the Dail o f t e n hears wha t is 
decided a f te r it h a s happened, like 
t he British House of Commons. 

But any s t a t e s m a n strong enough 
to challenge the bankers could 
undoubtedly do so with a s t rong 
probability of success. If F i a n n a 
Fai l now accepts English direction, 
it must be pa r t ly out of choice. 
W h a t considerat ions dictate th is 
choice? 
r p H E al ternat ive to following Eng-

land into E.E.C. is to insist on 
her carrying ou t he r obligations 
under the t r ade t rea ty while I re-
lands adapts he r economy fo r th i s 
new unexpected turn . This would 
m e a n removing f r o m the t rea ty all 
classes which to t he slightest degree 
inhibi t the indust r ia l isa t ion of Ire-
land. Irish inves tments in the 
sterling area could be called back, 
a n d a p rogramme of rapid indus-
tr ial isat ion under t aken , uti l ising 
I r i sh native resources (such as our 
own silver, lead, copper, and o ther 
minerals which a re now exported 
for s t rangers to m a k e profit ou t of) 
a n d seeking m a r k e t s in the social-
ist and under-developed regions of 
t h e world: 

Af ter a t empora ry period of h a r d 
work and careful husbandry , I re land 
would emerge Strengthened! indus-
trialised, independent . T h a t he r 
people would respond to the chal-
lenge need not be doubted. 
" O U T would t h e class Mr. Lynch 
* ' represents respond to such a 

challenge? W h e r e would the i r pri-
vifeges go? Would they be able 
to catch fish wi th Brit ish bankers 
a n d Cabinet Minis ters? Or sip 
champagne with succulent oysters 
o n the shores of Gal way Bay? 

Th i s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n would n o t 
be effected wi thout enormously 
s t reng then ing t h e power of t h e 
working class, who th rough then ' 
t r ade unions, a l ready menacing 
enough, would d e m a n d an ever-
increasing propor t ion of the ever-
increasing na t iona l wealth. 

I t is this prospect F ianna Fai l 
quails before. I n the extremity 
of the crisis of 1982 there was 
wrung f rom Mr. De Valera t he 
pledge tha t if t h e existing system 
fai led he wOuld "go outside it." Mr. 
De Valera avoided t ha t necessity, 
and the Jails crammed with Repub-
licans testified to t h a t avoidance. 
r*ow comes a subt ler but even 
deeper challenge. National f reedom 
outslda the system of imperialism ; 
o r national absorption within it. 

OTJR socialist a n d Republican 
f r iends In I re land will, of 

course not be in t imidated by th is 
prospect. They have never pre-
tended tha t na t iona l freedom is 
a t t a inab le without struggle. Re-
peatedly they have seen the ab jec t 
fa i lure of one a f t e r ano ther of the 
gl i t ter ing diversions designed to 
t e m p t the people f rom the only 
road. 

Wi th one h a n d on their hear ts , 
ttWS Other grasp ing thef t cheque-
books, the ' leaders of opinion" will 
aocuse all d iss idents of wanting to 
impose on I re land a "siege eco-
nomy." If the Republ icans fall for 
th is a rgument , they will have given 
u p what is f u n d a m e n t a l in the 
Fen ian philosophy, t h a t only the 
p a t h of struggle c an bring victory 
over imperial ism; only victory over 
imperialism can br ing Ireland per-
m a n e n t prosperity. 

Nor Is there any half-way road 
irt t M atofiurd proposal t» accept 
the scmUntonial status lmj»Ued m 
"association" wi th the Common 

CAN WE CIVILISE 
THE BUILDING TRADE? 

< the morning of the "stop 
the wage freeze" lobby I 

took the trip »to the Barbican 
site—houses, offices and shops. 
An inferno of noise rang out 
from the busy Laing site, with 
construction in full swing. 

Deadly quiet below the Islington. 
Council s new flats, by contrast, the 
Myton site was dead and deserted. 
I t has been t h a t way for 18 weeks 
thanks to a strike. And on Monday 
February 20th a mass meeting of 
building workers decided tha t the 
strike is to go on until the firm 
agrees to no victimisation of any of 
the shop-stewards. 

John Mahon , re turning f rom 
lunch to t he Laing site of which 
he is f edera t ion steward, told me 
of some of t h e problems building 
workers have to face. At least fifty 
per cent of t h e workers at Barbican 
are Irish. And they had played 
a great p a r t in building up and 
mainta in ing t h e s t rong trade union 
organisation which is their pride. 

They were r i g h t to be proud be-
cause it is no t easy to organise the 
men in these days of "the lump," 
direct " labour only" contracting. 
One trouble is t h a t the union offi-
cials cannot m a k e their minds up 
on the vital policy decisions required 
to decide how the movement is to 
oppose. 

Mr. Mahon told me tha t at their 
meeting of F e b r u a r y 17th the Laing 
workers decided to continue their 
support of t he Myton boys, and they 
refused to h a v e any contract em-
ployees on t h e site. 

T ) ? the Myton site offices a half-
dozen pickets were on duty. 

William Pender , of Dublin, told me 
tha t there was fu l l understanding 
of the difference between organised 
and unorganised sites. Rates for 
the job were m u c h lower in the 
absence of organisa t ion. Ninepence 
above the r a t e was considered good. 
And to get s t a r t ed usually depended 
on personally knowing the general 
foreman. 

In unorganised Jobs safety regu-
lations o f ten wen t by the board. 
Any refusal to do dangerous work 
mean t dismissal. T h e r e was wet-
t ime working, no toilets even on 
sites in opera t ion for six months, 
no changing-rooms, and men had 
to go home u p to the i r backsides 
in mud a n d dir t . 

As a young man from Cootchill, 
Co. Cavan, put it to me, the em-
ployers wanted the uncivilised con-
ditions; the men wanted union 
organisation so that they could live 
like decent, human, respectable 
people. 

of the m e n h a d been in 
" the t rade before the war. He 
well remembered the days when 
there were no hu t s , no canteens, 
no travelling t ime, no safe ty regula-
tions or washing facilities. He knew 
these were not always perfect now. 
There was a s i te in- Slough where 
you wouldn't kennel a dog in the 
changing-rooms, And it seems a,s 
if things were moving backwards to 
the old conditions. 

They would con t inue to do so if 
workpeople t h o u g h t only of the 
pound-notes a t t he weekend. They 
must insist on decent working con-
ditions, and t h e n fight for a fair 
wage for a f a i r day ' s work. 

He was cynically amused at the 
Government 's decision to enquire 
into "the lump." They had not 
worried about t he effect of this 
type of work on the worker. But 

Market; t ha t merely ties the goose 
for the plucking, while robbing it 
of the right even to squawk. 

Ireland is not a n imperialist 
country. It is a coun t ry occupied 
by imperialism in one part, and 
exploited by imperialism through-
out. I ts fundamental position in 
thr> world dictates the fac t that 
when imperialism gees up, Ireland 
goes down; when imperialism goes 
dtfWn Ireland goes up 

The handftjl or financial interests 
in Dublin who r>pr—Kt Imperialist 
interest* in n-eland are not Ireland 
They w e net the Irish pespie And 
in following the patn or Jhmes 
c*nr» l i y Working flur that otftei' 
tfUWpe of eo-opefUtttlG 
peoples, lies the s i * Way to sal-
vation for the people. 

asks 
Charles Cunningham 

when they found they had lest c i^h t 
million pounds in taxat ion, that was 
a different mat te r . 

A young m a n f r o m Buncrana < Co. 
Donegal i. now living in Shepherds 
Bush, said t ha t it was essential to 
get all sites organised and press 
for better pay and conditions. Th i s 
migh t of course mean there would 
have to be str ikes f rom time to 
time. He fully expected the Press 
a n d employers before long to s t a r t 
u p another wi tch-hunt , but was 
confident t h a t t h e Myton boys 
would win the day. 

A T the lobby I met Jack Henry 
* of the Sunley site, Horsefem-

Road, where he is federation ste-
ward. He is a Dublin man from the 
f a m o u s district of T h e Coombe and 
h a s worked on m a n y sites in Dublin. 

HOME TRUTH 
(Continued from Page One) 

nat ional , Leicester G r o u p (5). Bel-
f a s t and District T rades Council 
(1), Camden Young Liberals (2), 
Campaign Against Racial Dis-
cr iminat ion (1), Campaign for 
Democracy in Ulster, London Area 
(4 observers, 2 delegates) , Canter -
bury and District T rades Council 
(1), Chigwell and Ongar Con-
st i tuency Labour P a r t y (1), Chisle-
h u r s t Consti tuency Labour Pa r ty 
( 1 ) . 

Clerical a n d Administrative 
Workers' Union, Victoria T U P S 
b ranch (1), S W . London General 
b r anch (1), Communi s t Par ty , 
Executive Commit tee (1). Connolly 
Association, Centra l London b ranch 
-4), Liverpool b r anch (21, S o u t h 
London branch (4), West London 
b ranch (1), Croydon Trades Council 
i l ) . 

Draughtsmen 's and Allied Tech-
nicians ' Association, Nat ional Execu-
tive Committee (1), No. 3 Divisional 
Council, Northern I r e l and (1), No. 
14 Divisional Council, West London 
(2). Acton branch <2>, London West 
Cent ra l branch (11, Wembley Sou th 
b r anch (1), Dulwich Labour P a r t y 
(1), Ealing Trades Council (2), 
E.M.L Ltd. Jo in t Shop S tewards 
Commit tee (2), Er i th a n d Crayford-
Labour Par ty (3), Ex-Servlce Move-
m e n t for Peace (I) , Ford (Chassis) 
S h o p Stewards Commit tee (3), 
Goda lming Trades Council (1), 
Ha ldane Society (IV, H a m m e r s m i t h 
T r a d e s Council (1), Hamps tead 
Labour Par ty (1)', Hamps tead 
Young Liberal and Radical Associa-
t ion (2), Harrow Eas t Labour Pa r ty 
(3), Harrow Trades Council (1), 
Heston and Isleworth Labour Pa r ty 
(3), Hillingdon T r a d e s Council (1), 
Holborn and south St. P&ncras La-
bour Par ty (l>, FTornsey Young 
Liberal Association (1), Hounslbw 
T r a d e s Council (2V, Kingston Labour 
P a r t y ' I), Lewlsham Nor th Labour 
P a r t y (2). 

Movement for Colonial Freedom, 
National (1), I /ondon Area (1), 
Read ing Area (2), Maids tone Con-
st i tuency Labour P a r t y (2). Ra-
tional Union of Railwayman, N.W 
London District Council (2), Acton 
a n d Ealing No. 1 b r anch <2). Ear ls 
Cour t branch (1), F insbury Park 
b r anch (1), West Eal ing No. 2 
b ranch (2). National Union of Shee t 
Metal Workers and Coppersmiths , 
London branch (1), Oxford Trades 
Council i l l , South Lewisham Young 
Socialists (2), Southal l T rades 
Council (2), S tockpor t Labour 
Par ty , N. Reddish Ward (1), Stock-
j>ort Labour Par ty Young Socialists 
(2.) Stockport T rades Council (1). 
Stoke Newington Co-op. pa r ty (1), 
Surb i ton Constituency Labour 
P a r t y (1). Transpor t and General 
Workers ' Union, No. 1/761 branch 
(5), Union of Past Office Workers. 
London District Council (1), United 
I re land Association (I), University 
College London S t u d e n t s ' , branch. 
Communi s t Par ty <1), Uxbrjdge Con-
s t i tuency Labour P a r t y (I) , Woire 
T o n e Society, Dublin (1), Young 
Communi s t I,eaKue <1). 

He explained to me that there wa.-
much more confidence among the 
workers in the i r leaders in Dublin 
t h a n there is in England. 

Trade union officials would never 
d ream of making agreements a--
they do in London without so much 
as consulting the i r members. Con-
sequently it is in London tha t you 
get the unofficial stoppages. 

He thought that English officials 
spent more time looking for new 
recruits than in looking after the 
members they had got. Yet a s 
often as not the new members dis-
appeared into the bottomless pit of 
contract labour. 

He agreed with me that one of 
the problems was the lack of at-
tendance a t b r anch meetings, tak-
ing the mil i tancy on the job into 
the policy-making s t ruc ture of t he 
t rade union. He though t this was 
due to poor leadersh ip by those in 
top positions. 

I S I re turned to the 'Democra t " 
office I pondered the fu ture of 

this impor tant industry . It employs 
a million men. Of these 500.000 a re 
unskilled workers — so-called un-
skilled. may I say; jus t you try and 
dig a t rench or mix concrete, and 
see how you get on! 

Of the t r adesmen only 50 per 
cent are organised. Of the un-
skilled workers only 10 ner cent are 
organised. T h e major i ty of these 
unskilled workers are Irish, and if 
they were in I re land they would 
all have t rade union cards. I t is 
not the fau l t of the i r nationality 
t h a t they are not organised. I t is 
the faul t of the industrial condi-
tions in England. The majori ty 
of them have never been ap-
proached never had a chance to 
join a union. 

T ASKED myself, can we civilise 
' the building t r ade? Whether it 

is done by a vast extension of t rade 
unionism, or by t h e more drastic 
project of nat ional isat ion, it needs 
doing. To make the building t rade 
a calling whose workers received 
the honour t ha t a t t a c h e s or should 
a t tach to the impor tance of the i r 
vital creative work, would be the 
biggest single s tep in t ransforming 
the conditions of t h e Ir ish workers 
in Britain, a n d would be of incal-
culable betteflt to t h e Irish com-
munity and the working class as 
a whole. 

FOREIGN POLICY 
(Continued fre m Pag* Two) 

"We are not neutral," said Mr. 
Lemass in 19«0 at the time of his 
Government's Common Market ap-
plication, when he was willing to 
join N.A.T.O. if necessary as part 
of a Common Market dfeaL He was 
expressing the dominant view in 
the Government, hdWener Mr. Aiken 
might like to think differently. Bi-
deed it is clear that even the palhd 
internationalism of our foreign 
policy over the past decade—largely 
a matter of rhetoric though it has 
been—has now become an embar-
rassment to the Government Mr. 
Aiken plays no> role whatever In re-
lation to the Government's E.RC. 
policy; he has scarcely spoken on 
European affairs. The decisions in 
these areas are taken by the policy 
makers and trade experts of tile 
Department of Finance. As the 
country Is served up on the same 
platter as Britain to the E.E.C. 
those nuances of difference in 
foreign policy between the two-
countries which are s o important to 
Mr. Aiken will count fo r nothing 
and will surely not outlast their 
author. 

Conversely, the progressive move-
ment. in Ireland, in opposing tRe 
Government on its British and 
European policy, will have to spell 
out the implications of this in re-
lation to the kind of issues that, 
come up in the United Nations. 
Here an independent Ireland would 
be at the forefront of progress An 
Ireland which wae merely a satellite 
of Britain would be a thing 6f 
pathos, its policies a mockery of 
that democratic radicalism in iifa-
temAtienal affairs aftd enthuslasfic 
chaiflptoftlng of ptfttteal Mjetfiy 
whicft the Irishmen wh«n**igltt and 
died for the achievement of an Th-
dip^ndent Ireland would have 
!>eoted 
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WARNING FOR 
MARKETEERS 
A S Mr. Wilson hushes Gov-

ernment critics of his ill-
conceived scheme for bringing 
Britain, and Ireland at its tail, 
into the new feudalism of the 
so-called "European Economic 
Community," Increasingly dis-
closures are being made of 
what it would really mean to 
the people. 

Mr. Douglas Jay was so deter-
mined that his fellow M.P.S 
should know the facts that he 
brought piles of Board of Trade 
papers to a back-benchers' 
meeting to prove that the cost 
of living would be bound to rise 
by at least four per cent. 
Already the Irish people have 
been told that in E.E.C. they 
would have to give up butter 
and start eating margarine so 
that butter could be exported to 
West Germany. 

Now Mr. Richard Pryke, in 
"Tribune," which for one soli-
tary week wobbled towards 
favouring the suicide plan, but 
quickly recovered itself, has 
told the facts about the "de-
velopment areas." The Gov-
ernment's system of investment 
grants would go by the board. 
It would be impossible to en-
courage industry to settle in 
the six counties; difficult even 
for the six counties to protect 
its own industry. Everything 
would draw industry and em-
ployment first to the over-
crowded south-east of Britain, 
and then over the Channel to 
the Continent. 

MR BECKERMAN of Bal-
liol College, Oxford Uni-

versity, who made a careful 
analysis of the economic results 
of joining, estimates a fall in 
British exports of as much as 
£480,000,000. The adverse 
balance of trade, when the in-
crease of Imports and the 
agricultural levies were taken 
into account, is estimated by 
this expert as likely to be as 
much as £800,000,000, that is 
twice as much as the deficit 
to be oflset by the present 
"freeze." 

If the present deficit could 
only be met by a wage-freeze 
lasting a year, it is clear that 
one three times as bad would 
involve wage-reductions on a 
serious scale. That is one of 
the real objects of the sup-
porters of the Common Market. 
They believe that these losses 
would be made good by intensi-
fying the squeeze on the work-
ing people, and that the result 
would be to make them quiet, 
docile and tractable for the rest 
of their lives. 

MR SEAN LYNCH speaking 
at the Dublin Publicity 

Club said that joining EJE.C. 
would cost Ireland "real 
money," but "he believed that 
the advantages would be worth 
the cost. Entry would not b* 
easy, nor would staying in be 
easy." What a pathway of 
roses is being promised! 

He disclosed that he had in-
dicated his willingness to con-
form to all political require-
ments for entering the Euro-
pean Economic Community. 
These are believed to include 
abandoning Ireiland's tradi-
tional attitude of neutrality. 
Since members of E E C. must 
recognise each other's terri-
torial boundaries, he would also 
have to give up the claim for a 
United Ireland. 

Trie question that might be 
asked is whether Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Lynch have not both 
gone mad. Or Is it that the 
bankers of the City of London, 
and their financial underlings 
in the two countries have given 
their orders, and the "States-
men" obey. 

r P H E 
L of 

Irish Voice on Vietnam, 
which Dan Breen is 

chairman oi' the sponsoring 
c.mmittee, held a march to the 
United States Embassy in Dub-
lin at the end of January . The 
following letter was handed in 
to the ambassador by Mr. 
Peadar O'Donnell, chairman of 
the group's organisers :— 
H.E. Raymond Guest, 
Ambassador of the United States, 
Dublin. 

January 38th, 1967. 
Dear Sir,—We would ask your 

Excellency kindly to transmit the 
following statement of Irish views 
to the President of the United 
States: 

The Irish people are so closely 
involved in many aspects of 
American life that we are sensi-
tive to any charge that so power 
ful a country as the United States 
is in unworthy conflict with a 
small nation passionately at-
tached to Its freedom and inde-
pendence. 

The newspaper reports of the 
American burning of crops and 
forests read like chapters of our 
own experience, instead of bombs 
and poison chemicals British 
soldiers were sent out with scythes 
to cut down crops to starve the 
Irish people into submission. 

We rejoice greatly that a grow-
ing opinion in the United States 
is urging on President Johnson 
that he end the bombing and open 
negotiations with the freedom 
fighters of Vietnam. 

We fully support the statements 
of U Thant that in order to make 
peace negotiations possible the 
U.S. should halt unconditionally 
the bombing of North Vietnam 
and negotiate directly with the 
National Liberation Front of 
South Vietnam — the people it Is 
actually fighting — as the British 
were forced to negotiate with the 
i.R.A. and the French with the 
National Liberation Front in 
Algeria. 

In associating Ireland's name 
with the champions of peace and 
freedom in the world, we are glad 
that increasing numbers of Ameri-
can people are making their voice 
heard against President Johnson's 
policies in Vietnam. 

The suffering of the Vietnamese 
people and the cause of world 
peace demand an immediate end 
to this unequal, terrible and dan-
gerous war. 

Yours sincerely, 
PEADAR O'DONNELL 

* ft A 

DENIS BRUTUS, shot, wounded 
and imprisoned by the South 

African apartheid police, was the 
main speaker at a recent meeting of 
the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement 
in Liberty Hall. Mr. Brutus was a 
member of South Africa's Olympics 
Committee and was arrested for 
his opposition to racialism in South 
African sport. He is a Roman 
Catholic and a talented poet. 

He described vividly various as-
pects of the treatment to which 
political prisoners were subjected 

WE MOVE NEXT MONTH TO 
28J GRAYS INN R0Aiyif,C. 1, 

T H E "IRISH DEMOCRAT," thanks to the s u p ^ f o f its readers, 
1 has now secured the lease of new premise* at 283, Grays Inn 

Road. The building contains seven rooms, and should provide 
ample space for the expanding work of the Association. 

Plans include offices, a lecture 
room and library. It is hoped to 
house in the Library as many of the 
archives of the Irish movement in 
Britain as can be collected from 
various sources where they are at 
present distributed. 

But perhaps the main thing will 
be the facilitation of the publishing 
work which suffers so much from 
the present cramped space. Though 
mention must not be omitted of the 
book-room, where Mrs. Deighan will 
be able to extend her valuable work 
of .supplying Irish books, pamphlets 
and other literature to visitors. 

MUCH TO DO 
But now comes the hardest work 

of the whole project. 
The building must be painted 

from top to bottom. There are 
floors to be levelled, papering work 
to be done. We are not going all 
out for luxury, but we want first-
class cleanliness, decent decoration, 
and arrangements that promote 
efficiency. 

A number of our readers have 
volunteered to do renovation work, 
and we would be glad if they would 
now get in touch with us. The time 
they are wanted is NOW. 

The premises at 374 Grays Inn 
Road will be retained until Easter, 
after which correspondence should 
be sent to No. 283. Tha t which con-
tinues to come to No. 374, will be 
re-directed by arrangement with the 
Post Office. I t is however import-
ant tha t the names of the Associa-
tion or the paper should lie on the 
letters, and not individuals. Of 
course this does not mat te r in the 
case of letters directed to No. 283 
after Easter 

FINANCE 
The premises fund has reached 

the fine total of £281. 
Of this it has been necessary to 

expend £190 merely to secure pos-
session. 

When rates and other expenses 
have been paid there will not be 
much left of the £1M we received. 

Yet we will have to buy feet of wood 
and gallons of paint The cost of 
getting the place fit for use Is esti-
mated at around £200. 

Then there is additional office 
furniture, chairs and shelving, 
presses to house blocks and files of 
papers, and (dare we suggest it?) 
photo-copying equipment and a dic-
taphone to establish an office that 
can have an output. 

We trust our friends will under-
stand why we a n keeping up the 
pressure. We cannot finanoe this 
out of Inoome, as to meet the rent 
itself out of income we need an In-
crease In circulation of just over 
1,000 copies a month. 

CIRCULATION 
Over the past few months there 

has been a slight tendency for the 
circulation of the "Democrat" to 
rise. 

February was not a good month 
in London, but the big improve-
ment in Liverpool and developments 
in Glasgow helped to even things 
up. 

What we want however are good 
months everywhere at the same 
time. That means more SELLERS. 

May we appeal to readers to help 
in this respect? Find us fresh sub-
scribers, or take a few copies to sell 
to your friends. In particular we 
need people who would sell the 
paper on the big building jobs where 
so many of the workers are Irish. 
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8s., P. J. Cunningham 15/6, C. Kelly 
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in the fortress prison on Robben 
Island, off Cape Town, the notorious 
camp where Nelson Mandela and 
other prominent South African 
leaders are serving life sentences. 

"Prisoners sleep every day of the 
year on cement floors covered only 
by matting; all the glass has been 
removed from the windows so that 
there is no protection from the wind 
and the rain." He gave examples 
of how the prison authorities de-
ceived the International Red Cross 
Commission that had been permit-
ted to inspect the camp. "The war-
ders removed a number of bed rolls 
and left the rest in a pile in the 
middle of the floqf, to give the im-
pression that thirty, instead of the 
normal seventy, slept in one cell." 
Shoes were issued to prisoners only 
for the day of the inspection and 
they were threatened with increased 
sentences if they pointed this out 
to the commission." 

^ V- V 
rp.HE Robben Island prisoners are 
J- set to hard labour all day in a 
quarry "breaking stones." They are 
forbidden to talk to one another, 
and the penalty for talking is de-
privation of three successive meals. 
He spoke of "daily incidents, kick-
ings, beatings and brutality: at one 
time I was so badly beaten that I 
was the chief exhibit; warders 
would come and jeer and whistle 
at me." 

Speaking of the apathy of the 
governments and peoples of the 
world, Mr. Brutus said, "A resolu-
tion was passed at the U.N. calling 
for the release of all political 
prisoners, but it was soon forgotten; 
so were the prisoners on Robben 
Island." He accused the British 
Government of consistently block-
ing any measures that would help 
in bringing apartheid to an end. 

The Irish Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment is to press the Irish Govern-
ment to raise again at ihe U.N. the 
demand for the release of Sou® 
African political prisoners. The 
chairman of the meeting, Senator 
Stanford of T.C.D., pledged himself 
to put down a motion in the Senate 
to this effect. 

IRISH PRESS TO 
FOLD UP ? 

'JpHE Fianna Fail newspaper, 
the "Irish Press," is shortly 

to close, according to repor ts in 
Dublin newspaper circles. It 
will merge with its evening 
counterpart, t h e " Evening 
Press," which will be developed 
as a "serious" evening paper, 
rather on the lines of the "Bel-
fast Telegraph." 

This will bring significant gains 
to the two remaining national 
morning papers, the "Irish Times" 
and the " Independent." The 
"Times" is doing very well these 
days. Its recent annual report 
showed an increase in circulation 
from 30,000 to 45,000 over the past 
five years, and it is becoming much 
more widely read down country 
than it used to be. This reflects 
the impact of an editorial and re-
porting staff of which any news-
paper could well be proud. Its edi-
torial line is liberal in social mat-
ters, ecumenical in religious and 
Fianna Fail in politics. It is the 
paper Ireland's "top people" must 
read if they want to stay well-
informed. 

The "Independent" remains the 
countryman's paper. It is the news-
paper for the farmers and for city 
people who like their prejudices 
undisturbed. Unction and stridency 
mingle with one another in the 
leaders. It. is the paper whose edi-
torials, least of all others, have 
changed with the times. It is con-
servative, Catholic and Fine Gael. 

It will be interesting to see how 
the readership of the "Press" divides 
up between the two when there are 
only the "Irish Times" and the 
"Independent" left. One wonders 
will many of the readers of the 
"Press" switch to buying the Eng-
lish dailies? 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
UOMETIMES sitting in the 

Connolly Association office 
you are tempted to wonder 
what becomes of the thousands 
of copies of the "Irish Demo-
crat," and all the circulars that 
go out. Do they really have 
any effect on people ? 

Then comes a letter which gives 
encouragement and provides a real 
boost. Such, for example, as that 
from Belfast from a young man on 
the Falls Road, unemployed thanks 
to the discrimination against Catho-
lics, and wondering if he will have 
to emigrate. 

"All true Irishmen wish to see 
a United Ireland," he writes, "and 
I think you are doing a good job 
for it. I would like if you would 
write and tell me about this 
famous association (the Connolly 
Assoc ia t ion) . . . . There will never 
be full employment in this 
country until it is united, and 
please God, this day is not far 
away." 

He continues: "All men should 
be equal, no matter whether they 

are black, white or brown, and let 
his religion be anything as long 
as he does a good day's work. But 
not in this part of Ireland, 
unless you vote Unionist. . . . " 

And he ends up by saying that 
Gerry Fitt is doing a great job but 
gets no help from the eleven Union-
ists at Westminster. 
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THAT letter started the day off 
well. For though almost every-

body has heard of the Connolly As-
sociation, and most people think it 
is doing a worthwhile job, we need 
thousands of new members. We 
want a flood and we're only getting 
a trickle. Yet with Gerry Fitt at 
Westminster and a Labour Govern-
ment (even if not a very Labour 
Government) in power, we have an 
opportunity if only we can get the 
numbers. 

So why not fill In the form below, 
post it to the Connolly Association, 
374 Grays Inn Road, London W.C.I 
and when you get the application 
form, send in your subscription, and 
enrol? 

JOIN THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
FILL INTHI8 FORM 

Please send me full particulars of how I can join the 
Connolly Association. 

Name 

Address 

Cut out and post to 374 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I. 

March 1 9 6 7 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

ORANGE ORDER SPLITTING? 
t E T T E K 

-rHE February edition of your 
' paper seems to have come all 

out on the side of the Irish land 
owners and their grievances. It 
makes me wonder that as a social-
ist paper it is not aware of what 
the Farmers' party is composed of. 

What I know about the lot who 
marched on Dublin is that they 
were mostly the sons of the old blue 
shirts of thirty years ago, whose 
leader's rallying cry was "The 
brown shirts are ruling in Ger-
many; the Mack shirts are ruling 
in Italy; and the blue shirts Will 
rule here." 

It can be seen that having gone 
off tillage when they had got a 
guaranteed price for almost every 
crop, and gone in for the more 
leisurely life of rearing stock, those 
farmers were caught standing on 
one leg in the icy blast of a Euro-
pean depression. 

They have one of the best 
climates and their land for half 

nothing but they take it too easy. I 
know what I am talking about as 
I was reared on an impoverished 
mountain farm of fifteen acres. 

At the same time there are plenty 
of tractors and motor cars about and 
at a recent sale in South Tipperary 
a now residential farm of twenty 
acres made £3,600, while another of 
eighty acres realised £13,000. This 
after all the poor mouths we hear. 

It is the average opinion of 
people who go abroad that farmers 
there have a morning's work done 
before they start in Ireland. We 
can often hear "That farmer was 
in the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, as 
the case may be, and the day is 
not long enough for him at all." The 
simple reason is that that farmer's 
eyes were opened in those countries, 
and It would pay some of the Irieh 
farmers to go abroad instead of 
blocking roads on poor hospital 
patients and hibernating. 

T. LA LOR, 
Coventry. 

(Our correspondent admits that he 
knows there were "impoverished" 
farms of fifteen acres years ago. 
Can he not believe there are 
plenty of hard-up farmers today? 
The poverty line has changed. As 
for "landowners" there are very 
very few of the old type left in 
Ireland. We think British im-
perialism is squeezing the Irish 
farmers along with the workers 
and professional classes, and we 
think the unity of all Irish people 
against the big banks and 
foreign monopolies is too im-
!>ortant to be risked fighting the 
farmers.—Editor 1 

WHERE TO 
SEND SUPPORT 

The address of the Myton Site 
(Barbican) Workers' Lockout 
Committee is M. Houlihan, 94 
Gayton House, Knapp Road, 
Bow, E.3, to which donations 
should be sent. The address 
of the Sunley Strike Committee, 
given in last month's "Irish 
Democrat," i s : Hugh Cassidy, 
61 Bengarth Road, Northolt, 
Middlesex. As we go to press 
they are still out. 

IRISH 
BOOKS 

The "Irish Democrat" 
has the best stock in 

in London 

Write for list to: 
37« Grays Inn Road, 

Expulsion threatens Phelim O'Neill 
rJ^HE anti-Catholic witch-hunt 

started by the supporters of 
Mr. Ian Paisley, which has al-
ready created sharp divisions in 
the Protestant community of 
Belfast, is now beginning to 
threaten the splitting and 
breaking up of the entire 
Orange Order. 

Attempts are being made to 
secure the expulsion from the order 
of one of its most respected mem-
bers, Mr. Phelim O'Neill, for the 
dreadful crime of attending a 
Catholic religious service. 

This action is par t of the counter-
attack of the die-hards in face of 
the serious blows they have received 
lately. 

For example, the Church of Ire-
land Bishop of Down and Dromore 
has sent the Paisleyite "Protestant 
Telegraph" into near hysterics by 
banning "Orange services" after the 
recent display of bigotry over the 
projected .visit of the Bishop of 
Ripon. 

TVTHEN the Bishop was invited 
' » to Belfast to tell his Anglican 

brethren about ecumenism, the 
Paisleyites threatened a gigantic 
demonstration. The cry was taken 
up by the official Orange Order, 
who were ultimately able to bring 
Government pressure on the Church 
of Ireland. As a result of this 
pressure the Bishop of Ripon was 
told to stay away. 

Next stage in the rumpus was an 
at tempt to hold Orange services in 
the churches. Bishop Mitchell re-
fused to allow the pulpits to be 
used to preach politically-motivated 
religious hatred, and the Paisley-
ites are now demanding that he be 
"unfrocked." Under cover of this 
absurd demand more sinister things 
are happening. 

Councillor Thompson, and two 
other members of the City Council 
who represent Wood Vale, Belfast, 
were recently informed that they 
would not be nominated by the 
Unionist Party in the next election. 

Their crime? That they had 

voted to allow little children to 
play on the swings in the parks 
on Sundays. 

Councillor Thompson blamed this 
decision on the "infiltration 01 
Right-wing Paisleyism into the offi-
cial Unionist Party." 

He added: "The trend toward ex-
treme Protestantism has been ac-
celerating during the past few 
months." 
I )AISLEYITE extremism is caus-

ing the more responsible Union-
ists severe headaches. 

They know tha t the six counties 
cannot survive as a political entity 
without British moral and financial 
support. Every effort is being made 
to keep news of Protestant extrem-
ism out of the Press, and to prevent 
its reaching the ears of the British 
public. 

But that public has already heard 
enough to be increasingly alert. Six-
county affairs a re becoming "news" 
in England. So Mr. Phelim O'Neill 
has blackened his copybook further 
by saying tha t "Ulster" cannot 

stand alone, and that the six coun-
ties must "earn the respect" of the 
United Kingdom, which, if his 
words are to be taken literally, pre-
sumably he thinks they do not at 
present enjoy. 

The Unionist nightmare, height-
ened by the growing divisions 111 
their camp, is that the British 
public will be so outraged at their 
preposterous capers tha t it will in-
sist that they are all packed off to 
Dublin where there are those who 
can keep them in reasonable con-
trol. 

UNITED 
i (JN Monday, February 6th, a 

delegation of 12 men flew 
f rom Belfast to London to tackle 
Mr. Michael Stewart , Minister 
for Economic Affairs, on the 
subject of unemployment in the 
six counties of north-east Ire-
land. 

The meeting was arranged on the 
initiative of Mr. Gerard Fitt, M.P., 
who had also invited the Unionists; 
but they did not see their way to 
attending. 

As well as Mr. Fitt, the delega-
tion inoluded Mr. Austin Currie, 
Nationalist M.P. for East Tyrone; 
Mr. Edward McAteer, M.P., leader 
of the Nationalist Party; Mr. 
Vivian Simpson, M.P. (N.I.L.P. 
Oldpary, Belfast); Mr. John 
Brennan, M.P. (National Demo-
cratic Party, Belfast Central); 
Mr. William Blease, secretary N.I. 
Committee of the Irish Congress 
of Trade Unions; Mr. Andrew 
Barr (chairman of the same); 
Mr. David Wylle, N.I. representa-
tive of U.S.D.A.W.; Mr. Seamus 
Quinn, secretary, Derry Trades 
Council; Mr. James O'Donnell, 
secretary, Newry Trades Council; 
Senator Norman Kennedy, Amal-
gamated Transport & General 
Workers' Union, and the Reverend 
Noel Mackey, representing the 
Church of Ireland Industrial 
CouncH. 

Here was another example of 
Catholic and Protestant, Socialist 
and Nationalist, standing side by 
side in the interests of the ordinary 
people. 

CRISIS 
This unity has been made the 

more necessary since unemploy-
ment reached crisis proportions in 
the six counties. 

Newspapers keep assuring the 
public that this Is "nothing like as 
bad as It was in the nineteen-thir-
ties." But meanwhile closures and 
stoppages are rapidly precipitating 
it In that direction. 

More than a hundred telegrams, 
including one from the London sec-
tion of the Campaign for Democ-
racy in Ulster, were sent to Mr 
Wilson pointing out that 21 per 
cent of the population of Derry 
City are now unemployed. ¥ 

And from "Social Justice" in 
Dungannon came the startling news 
that unemployment in Strabane has 
reaohed IS per cent. 

The Star shir t factory in Foyle 
Road, owned by the Mentor group 
of Manchester, Is to close down. 
While the six-county government 
hands out a fu r ther loan of a mil-
lion to Harland & Wolff's, the com-
pany announces 175 engineering 
workers are to be dismissed, and 
further pay-offs are to come. Such 
is the British connection! 

LOBBY AGAINST 
UNEMPLOYMENT 

CORK CITY 
STUDENTS 

REVOLT 
S T U D E N T S at University College, 

Cork, are protesting at what 
they call the "Victorian Gothic" at-
titude of the College authorities who 
banned the meeting at which they 
were to have been addressed by Mr. 
Pavlov, second secretary of the 
Soviet Embassy in London. 

The meeting was not to have 
taken place on university premises, 
where no politics is allowed, but out-
side in the city. Even so, the 
authorities claimed the right to for-
bid it. 

At the same time, the students 
point out, the college authorities 
have no compunction about allowing 
Mr. Chalker of the United States 
Eirfbassy in Dublin to defend the 
Slaughter his Government are 
carrying out in Vietnam. 

The result of the college autho-
rities' anti-diluvian att i tude and 
feighrhanded dictatorial action is 

H h a t they now have on their hands 
a lively student socialist movement 
which is now publishing its own 
newspaper, "Spectre." 

The title is presumably a refer-
ence to the first words of the "Com-
munist Manifesto," which are "A 
spectre is haunting Europe." 

But never worry, the eagles of 
U.C.C. have their eye on it. 

REMINISCENCES OF HELENA MOLONY 
T WAS saddened, on reading the 

February issue of the "Demo-
crat," to read of the death of Helena 
Molony. She was more than an 
associate of Connolly and the Irish 
Citizen Army. She fought in the 
Rising, taking part in the assault 
on Dublin Castle, and during the 
fiftieth anniversary celebrations last 
year I heard her being interviewed 
on Radio Eireann as one of the 
honoured veterans of the Rising. 

I recall her visit to Liverpool in 
the thirties. In those days, there 
was a sizeable organisation here of 
Fianna Eireann and Clan na Gael 
with headquarters in Gay Street 
(now demolished). The members 
were highly-organised and well-
disciplined and held classes for the 
teaching of Gaelic, Irish History. 
Dancing, Morse Code and Signal-
ling, and First Aid. There were 
Drama classes and concerts and 
from time to time, parades 

The organisation was always 
represented a t the annual Man-
chester Martyrs parade and a few 
of the more affluent members- those 
who were employed—even managed 
to get to Bodenstown each June 
But the highlight for the memliers 
was the visit of some distinguished 
Republican from Dublin. We had 
Frank Ryan, Maud Gonne McBride 
and, in 1932, Helena Molony 
V/I ISS MOLONY came over with 

a dozen or more memliers of 
Clan na Gael from Dublin and all 
were accommodated at the house of 
a Mrs. Kennedy in the Kensington 
district. It was summer time and 
Helena had us out on parades 
almost every evening where the lads 
and girls in their uniforms drew a 
lot of attention, atUacted new re-
cruits and collected considerably for 

Cath 
By 

MacLoughlin 
the funds, especially outside the 
Irish parishes a f te r benediction. 

I recall particularly the Sunday 
evening of t ha t week. It was 
blazing hot as we assembled in Ken-
sington for the last parade of Miss 
Molony's visit. She, being our 
principal guest, was asked to lead 
the Colour Par ty behind the pipe 
band and we set off to the city 
centre and around it. All around 
the Irish district, Byrom Street, 
Scotland Road, Sylvester Street and 
back along Great Howard Street 
we marched—and we did march in 
those days! None of your tat ty 
straggling that passes for marching 
now. People gathered along the 
route clapping, and calling out "Up 
the Republic," backing their ardour 
with practical help via the collect-
ing boxes we carried. 

Helena Molony must have been 
near enough fifty at the time and 
being short and plump as well, the 
heat and the miles we covered must 
have been hard on her. The per-
spiration ran down her face but 
though she handed over the flag, 
she resisted all our efforts to get 
her to drop out and allow a couple 
of u.s to take her back to the house. 
We finished up at our 'headquarters 
in Gay Street and another thing I 
recall with admiration was the way 
this Citizen Army veteran stood In 
the ranks, taking the fall-out drill 
orders from a slip of a Dublin girl 
commandant who must have been 
very wet behind the ears when 
Helena was fighting in the rising 

J HE was in bed for two days af ter 
that parade but she was not s 

idle even there, for she gathered the 
whole crowd of us in her room, sit-
ting anywhere we could find the 
space, and gave us lectures on 
various aspects of the struggle for 
independence. I still have the 
Proclamation of the Irish Republic 
which she gave me then and which 
she told me was one of the few she 
had left that came off Connolly's 
printing press at Liberty Hall on 
the eve of the Rising. Her signa-
ture is on the back of it, along with 
those of all her co-visitors and, 
delapidated though it Is now, I 
would not trade it for anything less 
than the withdrawal of the British 
from Ireland. 

On the night we went down to 
the Landing Stage to see them off 
(the Irish boats went from the stage 
then) we were all singing rebel 
songs as the departing Dubllners 
lined the deck of the boat some way 
off Some struck up "Kevin Barry" 
at which a policeman • walked across 
from the barrier and told them to 
"shut that up." Right away, a 
group of people nearby took up the 
singing of the same ballad, and 
another and yet another, until 
almost the entire crowd on that 
part of the landing stage was sing-
ing the banned song. The police-
man sauntered back to his place at 
the barrier, defeated. And serve 
him right! His name was probably 
O'Flahertv or some such anyway 
Such was Liverpool in those days 
and such was the Mersey Sound! 

T only knew Helena Molony for 
that one week. There must be many 
in Dublin who could give the 
Democrat" an account of her life-

time of struggle that would serve as 
an insniration to its readers, 
especially to the women 
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AN OLD IRISH HILL IN 
THE MORNING 

I'M weary tonight of the sights of the town, 
Though haughty its mansions and high its renown, 

Oh, if some good fairy would just let me down, 
On an old Irish hill in the morning. 

My soul almost sighs for a sight of the sea, 
At dear old Kinvarra or down by Kilkee, 
Or where Moher Clifls in their majesty f r e e -

Roll back ocean billows ascorning. 

CHORUS 
An old Irish hill where the crag is so steep, 
The air is so sweet and the heather so deep, 
Oh, lightly I'd labour and soundly I'd s l eep -

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 

These Saxons are hard and their senses are cold, 
And all that they ask for, or wish for, is gold, 
What will cover their backs or their stomachs will hold, 

Or what their shrunk shanks is adorning. 
I miss the glad look and the grasp of the hand, 
The heart on the tip* and the welcome so grand, 
The Cedd Mile Failte the best of the l a n d -

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 

Some day when the summer clouds swim in the sky, 
I'll bid the stiff Saxon a merry goodbye, 
And blithe o'er the ocean and land I will fly 

To the green pleasant land I was born in. 
I'll give the goodbye to all sorrows and strife 
I'll take from the vaiiey a roty-cheeked wife, 
And cheerily live all the day* of my life— 

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 

And if the day comes for the bold mountaineer 
To strike for the hearts and the things he holds dear, 
And ringing on high in the startled air clear, 

The blast of the bugle gives warning, 
Oh, where could the boys make » sturdier stand, 
To strifce a stout blow for the cause of our land, 
Than massed in their might on the side green and grand— 

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 

StLE Nl GHADHRA 
AR maidin De Donaigh is dearach do Miios-sa 

Go oathaoh em* « x w a deamunh mo smaointe 
D o tftaMtreas a'pleirecht go h-aerach a m thlmpal 
Eala b t c h e i m t o to* cMaofcw ba chaoine. 
Do ptirestMB d» rittiM* do dbrtudeas 'na coir. 
Do mtoeasar do eheapae nor mhisde (thorn short. 
A Maieeftdh. 90 mills,- i n tmeall a beoil. 
L« taithheamh to g i h , lo ftnne na h-oig© 
Le maisc le glaine, le bfnneacht a glorttiafl. 

CURFA: 
•Sa Silt M GtMUthra teanam ag o», 
•Sm UU+ Hi G b a d b n ttananv ag ot, 
D'olfatariM sgflliri» 'sba chuma ca bhfagainn e 
'Seta raghainrt ar bonMuinge le Sile Ni Ghadhra. 

8 * Shito Nl OMuMMtda rachtha ag ot liom 
' ( M t a's radbaro tMtfttl mora, 

ort is tiubhrfalnn duit poga 
da W»agh*mi thu N> ooaadh 
(mar ta sa goead bhearsa). Do pftreabu d a MHmm 

Grand St. Patrick's Night 

My Countrymen 
Awake! 

BY FLORENCE MacCARTHY 

^ f Y countrymen awake, arise, 
Our work begins anew; 

Your mingled voices rend the skies 
Your hearts are firm and true. 

You've bravsly marched and nobly 
met 

Our little green isle through, 
But, ch, my friends, there's some-

th ing yet 
For Irishmen to do. 

As long as Erin hears the clink 
Of base ignoble chains— 

As long as one detested link 
Of British rula remains— 

As long a s of our rightful debt 
One smal lest fraction's due, 

Before we quit there's something yet 
For Irishmen to do. 

Too long we've borne the servile 
yoke, 

Too long the slavish chain, 
Too long in feeble accents spoke 

And ever spoke in vain. 
Our wealth has filled the spoilers' 

net 
And gorged the Saxon crew 

But, oh» m y friends, we'll teach 
t h e m yet 

What Irishmen can do. 

The olive branch is in our hands 
The white flag floats above. 
Peace—pekoe pervades our myriad 

bands 
And proud forgiving love. 

But oh, let not our foes forget 
we're m e n a* Christians too, 

Prepared ta do for Ireland yet 
What Irishmen can do. 

THE STAR OF 
DONEGAL 

^ N N E evening fair to take the air along I chanced to stray 
^ Down by the lovely silvery streams that flowed along the way; 
I heard two lovers talking down by a ru ined hall 
And the fair one's name was Mary Jane, the Star of Donegal. 

"My lovely maid," the youth, he said, "I'm going across the foam, 
Unto the land of stars and stripes where peace and plenty flow; 
I want your faithful promise that you'll wed none at all 
Until I do return to you, the Star of Donegal." 

She blushed and sighed and then replied, "It grieves my heart full sore 
To know that you're compelled to go and leave your Shamrock Shore; 
Here is my faithful promise that I'll wed none at all 
But stay at home and never roam from the land of Donegal.'' 

"My lovely maid," the youth, he said, "at home I cannot stay 
For California's fertile fields I bound to cross the sea, 
To accumulate a fortune great to build a splendid hall 
To decorate and cultivate the land of Donegal." 

"My lovely maid," the youth then said, "my darling well you* know 
I love you very dearly and loath I am to go. 
Let us get wed, put off fear and dread, and put an end to all 
And then I will have my darling girl, the Star of Donegal." 

So she gave consent and off they went to be with Father Hugh 
Who joined their hands in wedlock bands without any more ado. 
They sailed away from Derry quay and bade farewell t a all 
And now they are in Amerikay, far, far from Donegal. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17th 

PORCHESTER MAIN HALL 
PORCHESTER ROAD, BAYSWATER, W.12 

Buses : 7, 15, 18, 27, 36. 
Tubes : Royal Oalf, Bayswater. Queens-way. 

FOUR COURTS CEIL1 BAND 
MIKE DELANEY AND THE 

MOONSHINERS SHOW BAND • 

CARTER SCHOOL OF IRISH DANCERS 
Licenced Bar Refreshments 

8 p . m . t o 1 2 . 3 0 a.m. 

Admission 8/6 

A FEN IAN B A L L A D 
(Air: 'The Glen of Aherlow") 

£ O M E all ye brave United Men, who'd right your country's wrong, 
I'll sing to yoii a verse or two whioh won't detain you long. 

In old Iveleary by the Mils my youthful days passed by, 
The Famine came and filled the Gills-— I saw my father die. 

The bailiff with the "notice" came—the bit of ground was gone, 
I saw the roof-tree in a flame—the crow-bar work was done. 
With neither house nor bed nor bread the WorltHouse was my doom. 
And on my jacket soon I reed "The Union of Macroom." 

My mother died of broken heart; my uncle from the town 
Brought for her a horse and cart and buried her in Gleown. 
I joined the "Red-Coats" then—mo leir—what would my father say. 
And I was sent in one short year on service to Bombay. 

I thought to be a pauper was the greatest human curse, 
But fighting in a robber's cause I felt It ten times worse, 
I helped to plunder and ensfftve those tribes of India's sons, 
And I spent many a sultry day blowing Sepoys from our guns. 

I got medals on my breast for serving in this campaign, 
And next—I'm found in the far West a soldiering again— 
With famous Captain BMg Ov I joined the Fenian band, 
And swore one day t* strike a blew to free my native land. 

Back in this sinking Isle again where vultures drink our blood 
My friends are scattered, starved or slain—I'm told I'm eursed by God. 
How can it be by God's decree I'm cursed, outlawed and banned, 
Because I swore one day to free my trampled Native Land ? 

A.G.M. OF THE MANCHESTER BRANCH CA. 
T H E Manchester 

the Connolly 
branch of 
Association 

held its annual general meeting 
on January 24th and elected a 
new committee. 

This consisted of Harry 

Allen (chairman), J. Con-
nolly (vice-chairman), Olivia 
McMahon (treasurer), M. 
Crowe ("Irish Democrat" 
agent), Tom Redmond (hon. 
sec.), Alice Beirne, Peter 

BOLD O'DONOHUE 
• SERE I am from Paddy's land, a land of high renown, 
» 1 I've broke the hearts of ail the girli for miles from Keady Town; 
And when they hear that I'm away they'll raise a hoMaballoo, 
When they hsar they've lost that handsome lad they call O'Donohue. 

CHORUS: 
I'm the boy to please her, 
And I'm the boy to tease her, 
I'm the boy can squeeze her up, 
And I'll tell you what I'll do: 
I'll court her ilk* an irishman 
With brogue and blarney too Is me plan, 

With me rollltfclng, frolicking, smolioklng, wollioklng bold O'Donohue! 

I with me love was a red, red rose growing on yon garden wall, 
And me to be a dtwdrop and upon her brow fall. 
But perhaps now sh« might think of me aa a rather heavy dew -
Mo more sho d love that handsome tad they can O'Donohue. 

I hear that Queen Victoria hat a daughter ftne and grand, 
Perhape s h o d fake It Into her heart t o marry a n irishman, 
And H » ooutd only get a chanoe to have a w o n t or two 
I'm sure s h e d take a fanoy to the bold O'Donohue. 

Connolly, Patrick Gurrett 
and M a i r e M a g u i r e . 
The secretary reported a year in 

which branch activity had been 
satisfactorily maintained, the high-
lights being the Easter 1916 com-
memoration meeting and the meet-
ing addressed by Mr. Gerard Fi t t in 
the late summer. 

* ft ft 
I^URTHER activities proposed ir» 

Manchester in the near fu tu re 
include a St. Patrick's n i gh t Dance 
and Social evening at the Claremont 
Hotel. Claremont Road, Moss Side 
The admiss ion would be live shil-
lings. 

The Manchester office of the As-
sociation continues, despite t he 
demolition of surrounding areas, m 
the Oddfellows Building in Gros-
venor S t ree t , and future meet ings in 
the premises during March, are ns 
folloiV: — 

7th—"The Lump." Problems ol 
Building Industry by a Building 
Trade Union Organiser. 

nth-- 'Treaty and Civil war. 
Stepping Stone or Millstone? by 
Patrick Garrett. 

2 lst -^Wh«t le the Connolly As-
sociation* by Desmond 8 reaves. 

2Stb—Connelly ami MIS by Paul 
Bromkln. 
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BOOKS 
edited b y 

GERARD 
CURRAN 

PUCK FAIR 
"THE ORGY," by Muriel Ruk-

eyser (Andre Deutsch, 21s.). 
'J^HE subject of this book 

would naturally have a 
certain fascination for anyone 
interested in folklore or socio-
logy, although perhaps its title 
might not bring such a thought 
to everybody's mind. 

I t happens t ha t every year on 
t h e 11th or 12th of August , in Kil-
lorglin, Co. Kerry, a buck goat is 
raised high on a p l a t fo rm and kep t 
there gar landed for th ree days, 
while the annua l f a i r mills a round 
it, with horses a n d catt le, buyers 
and sellers bargaining, merry-
making, trickery, and an occasional 
•pint or two. 

T h e r e m n a n t s of some old p a g a n 
festival provide a bit of fun , and an 
important tourist a t t rac t ion , a n d 
perhaps the mater ia l for a saleable 
book or film. 

This could have been an absorb-
ing book as the au tho r is obviously 
not inexperienced as a writer. She 
lias already published n ine volumes 
of poems, two t ranslat ions, and two 
biographies. T h e blurb says t h a t 
this book is "a poet 's br i l l iant ap -
prehension of the deep c u r r e n t s 
still r unn ing under the sur face of 
modern l ife" but it might also be 
said to include sundry doodles on 
the currents in the au thor ' s highly 
conscious mind. For puck is no t 
here a folk-lore figure, bu t a back-
cloth to "a holiday in I re land." 

It all rather reminds one of the 
Englishman who was warned before 
hp went to I re land t h a t t h e nat ives 
were addicted to "blarney." W h e n 
he got back he assured everybody 
t h a t "nobody pulled my leg." I t is 
a melange of Freud, cow-dung, t in-
kers ' charms, bits of poetry, lots of 
whisky, yet all the same w i t h i n 
odd s t imulat ing thought a s when 
. lie suggests t h a t in reflecting on 
certain an imals we know the f a t e 
not of m a n but of creat ion. 

And whatever about all tha t , it 
has s t imulated in th is reader a t 
least t h e desire to revisit Killorglin, 
it only to find out if the grea t Puck 
Fair h a s degenerated into fool 
tourist hangover or remains , as 
S . nge called it, the meet ing a t the 
cross-roads for lonely valley people. 

A.F. 

CENTRAL LONDON 
CONNOLLY 

ASSOCIATION 
MEETS EVERY 

WEDNESDAY AT 

374 GRAYS INN ROAD, 
LONDON, W.C.1 

March 1st— 
Report of Executive 
Oouttcll Meeting. 

March 8tti— 
Discrimination—Cancer 
of Democracy, 
by Billy Strachan, M.C.F. 

Marsh 15th— 
Fenianism and the Land, 
by P. Bond. 

March 22nd— 
The Irish Central Bank 
and Imperialism, 
by Robert Heatley. 

Mareh Mth— 
Germany Today: The 
Facts, by Michael Coolcy. 

April 5th— 
Irish Music, its history 
and traditions, 
by John Hynes. 

April 12th— 
T h e L .F jM . and Irish 
Revival, 
by Joseph Deighan. 

THE WORLD 

OF BRENDAN 

BEHAN 
'THE WORLD OF BRENDAN 

BEHAN." Ed. Sean M'Cann. 
Four Square Books, (3/6d.). 

J N the unscripted film inter-
view, "Meet the Quare 

Fella," Eamonn Andrews asked 
Brendan Behan what he would 
most like to have said about him 
in 50 years' time. ''That I have 
celebrated my 87th birthday," 
comes the prompt reply. His 
funeral, a fortnight or so after 
his 41st birthday, "was a scene," 
writes John B. Keane, "that 
only Brendan Behan could have 
created," with the tatterdemal-
ians of Dublin outnumbering 
the eminent who were there in 
droves. 

The contr ibutors to this book 
seem to have said all there is to 
say about Brendan . Anthony But-
ler gives an accoun t of his Repub-
lican family background, and in a 
second article disposes of the senti-
mental legend of B e h a n the compul-
sive rebel. T h e r e a r e articles on 
his prison life a n d comments on 
his character by publicans, nuns, 
editors, producers a n d taxi-drivers. 

Kevin Casey a n d Gabriel Fallon 
discuss "The Q u a r e Fellow" and 
"The Hostage" agree ing tha t they 
are an impor tan t contribution to 
world theatre. T h e n there are in-
terviews with Mrs. Beatrice Behan, 
Brendan's parents , a customer of 
his house-painting days, a landlady, 
the Governor of Borstal , the first 
producer of "The Q u a r e Fellow" and 
the director of t he film mentioned 
above. Much is recorded about t he 
Dublin of his chi ldhood, the pubs 
he frequented, t he company he kept 
and about his eccent r ic behaviour, 
his swimming, s inging , shouting, 
swearing and d r ink ing . 

\ GOOD deal of t h i s is chit-chat 
but trie book h a s also a serious 

purpose. Kevin Sul l ivan takes away 
the mask of B r e n d a n ' s public per-
sona, revealing a warm-hearted, 
witty, honest man , who of ten em-
barrassed his f r iends , but made few 
enemies. Mercifully none of the 
writers go in for psychological 
analysts. The word "schizophrenia" 
occurs only once. 

The author of "Bors ta l Boy" was 
a conscientious a r t i s t . He could 
tu rn out 7,000 words for the Ir ish 
Press in three hours on a bench in 
St. Stephen's Green when the need 
for money was pressing. But the 
great autobiography was patiently 
worked over. He was a n ambitious 
writer, always ready to benefit f rom 
tlie experience of others. Mrs. 
Sylvia Simpson found h im the most 
co-operative of p laywrights when 
The Quare Fellow was being pre-
pared for the Pike Thea t re . 

I recommend th is book to all 
who look for a fa i r appraisal of a 
ra re personality. Uninhibi ted by 
the pious principle of "nil nisi 
bonum" it never the less presents 
Brendan Behan as a man of real 
integrity, one with m u c h of the in-
nocence of childhood about him, a 
rich sense of wonder and a great 
basic humility. 

SEAMUS TREACY 

NOTES & NEWS 

THE SCARPERER 

y i f E have been asked by a mem-
ber of the Defence of the West 

Committee to give support to their 
dance at the Galtymore Dance Hall, 
Crlcklewood on Friday, March 3rd. 
Wc are very pLeased to do so. 

<r ft t"t 
Cork City h a s announced plans 

for "settling" I t i ne r an t s in perma-
nent houses instead of encampments 
just outside the city. It is hoped 
t ha t as a result t hey will rea.se 
i t inerating. 

It seems fashionable to talk about 
pay restrictions these days. Now 
Mr. Hlllery s u ^ e s t s t h a t free wage-
bargaining must s top ill the twenty-
six counties. Gett ing ready for 
Europe, eh? When will Govern-
ments talk about pay rises0 That 
will lie the day! 

"THE SCARPERER," by Bren-
dan Behan (Hutchinson and „ 
Co., 21/-). 

'rJ"HIS is a short comedy/thril-
ler by the late Brendan 

Behan, which was first pub-
lished in the "Irish Times" un-
der the pen-name of "Emmet 
Street"; "the name of the street 
opposite the one I was reared 
in, in North Dublin," explains 
the author. 

One might add t h a t it was con-
ceived by courtesy of the "Irish 
Times." We are told t h a t when 
Behan had re t i red to the Arran 
Islands to write h i s story, and ran 
out of funds, wi th in a few hours 
of wiring the " I r i sh Times." he was 
ahle to collect n ine ty pounds f rom 
the local Post Office. 

The story is set in the wasteland 
of a Dublin gaol, a n d follows the 
escape of some of the prisoners, 
planned by the Scarperer , across 
the English Channe l to Paris. Here 
the book comes alive with the in-
troduction of Aunt Jeannie , who h a s 
arrived in Par is s imultaneously 
with the gaol breakers, on behalf of 
"The Irish Section of the In ter -

national Society for the Defence of 
the Horse," and who is ins t rumen-
tal in bringing them to heel. 

THE LETTERS OF JACK LONDON 
'LETTERS FROM JACK LONDON." Edited by Hendricks and 

Irving Shepard, including all correspondence between London 
and Sinclair Lewis (MacGfbbon & Kee, 502pp., 63/-). 

( )NE of the "Greats" among 
adventure writers, whose 

life itself was one great, robust, 
though at times sad, romp 
through the last quarter of the 
19th century and the beginning 
of the 20th, Jack London (whose 
paternal grandparents w e r e 
Irish) was a many-sided 
character. • He is revealed in 
great detail in the multitude 
of letters that appear in this 
collection. 

London, as s ta ted in the Fore-
word, was a most industr ious writer 
who published in h i s shor t 40 years 
of life 44 volumes: novels, short 
stories, plays a n d essays. Six 
volumes have been published post-
humously. Not included in these 50 
books are a n u m b e r of articles he 
wrote for newspapers or journals 
a s a war correspondent . (Japanese-
Russ ian War 1904 a n d the Mexican 
conflict 1914) and newspaper re-
por ter of special events . 

During his l i fe t ime London made 
a special point of replying to every 
letter, and these amoun ted to a 
"mounta in of mai l " f rom all over 
the world. 

HPHE first let ter in this collection. 
addressed to t he editor of the 

"San Francisco Bul le t in" in Sep-
tember 1898 offers h i m an article; 
" I have just r e tu rned f rom a year's 
residence in the Klondyke," said 
London . . . "I lef t by way of St. 
Michaels, thus mak ing a journey of 
2,500 miles on the Yukon in a small 
boat. I have jus t completed an 
art icle of 4,000 words, describing the 
t r ip f rom Dawson to St . Michael In 
a rowbost. Kindly le t me know if 
there would be any demand in your 
columns for i t ." 

The editor wrote in longhand the 
following note on t h e bottom of 
London's letter and re tu rned it to 
him. "Interest in Alaska has sub-
sided in an amazing degree. Then 
again so much h a s been written I 
do not think it would pay us to buy 
your story." 

Following this rebuff London'1 

Klondyke stories on h is experiences 
in the Gold Rush of 1898, and "From 
Dawson to the Sea," commanded 
h igh prices. 

THE IRON HEEL 
Probably the most f amous of Jack 

London's books was t h e "Iron Heel " 
One or two of his le t ters which I 
will quote should be Interesting to 
"Democra t" readers. 

A Socialiat periodical "The Age of 
Reason" which J a m e s Connolly 
knew very well te legraphed London 

for the serial r i gh t s of the " I ron 
Heel." London said he hoped to 
get 10,000 dollars f rom some big 
magazine for t h e serial rights. " O n 
the other h a n d , " he said, " there is 
a large likelihood tha t the stuff will 
be too s t rong for any of the conven-
tional magazines, in which case I 
shall be only too glad to h a v e 
'Appeal to Reason ' serialise it . . . '4 

f - r 
Jack London h a d his ears to t h e 

ground in so f a r as boosting h i s 
books is concerned as can be seen 
from his let ter to George P. Brot t , 
one of the publ ishers on J a n u a r y 
16th, 1908. 

"Concerning the 'Iron Heel,' I 
think this is t he psychological 
moment for it to appear, and t h a t 
what of the panic , the general t r a d e 
depression and the general s i tua t ion 
in the United S t a t e s for the p a s t 
year tha t the public is just r ipe t o 
boost 'The I ron Heel' along in to 
large sales." 

"The Iron Heel" made more 
Socialists t h a n a n y other book of 
its kind. Consider this speech in 
"The Iron Heel" : " I have demon-
strated to you mathemat ica l ly t h e 
inevitable b reakdown of the capi ta l -
ist systarn. W h e n every coun t ry 
s tands with a n unconsumed and un-
saleable surplus on its hands, t h e 
capitalist sys tem will break down 
under the ter r i f ic s t ructure of 
profits tha t it itself has reared." 

There can be no easy road to* 
Socialism and t h e r e is no theoret i -
cal economic impossibility of an in-
definite expanded reproduction of 
capital and expans ion of produc-
tion. 

LONDON'S GOSPEL 
In reply to Phi lo M. Buck Jr . , 

London, on November 5th, 1912, 
wrote this letter. 

"My Dear Professor Buck: I h a v e 
just read your American Barbar ian . 

Will you mind my telling you t h a t 
your critical conclusions are at t he 
same time very na ive and very com-
plimentary to me? 

You see. all t he lessons I've h a m -
mered home in my fiction, you've 
crucified me with . 

I was a socialist before I was a 
writer. I l>elieve in a culture f a r 
beyond present-day culture. I do 
not believe In war. I am not an 
individualist. Sea Wolf, Mar t in 
Eden. Burning Dayl ight , were writ-
ten as indictments of Individualism 
Mart in Eden died because he was 
a n individualist. Individualism h a s 
failed For heaven ' s sake reread t h e 
book 

How about my People of t he 
Abyss, War of t h e Classes, Whi te 

There are foreshadowings in th is 
novel of Brendan Behan ' s subse-
quent works: "The Hostage," "The 
Quare Fellow," "Borstal Boy," etc., 
the wasteland of men marking 
t ime uselessly in gaols and similar 
institutions, which are outs tanding 
in England for their viciousness 
and cruelty—a breeding-ground for 
evil and squalor—destroying a man, 
instead of building him up. 

I dwell on this point, because 
there is no doubt about it but t h a t 
the brutal t r e a tmen t which Bren-
dan Behan encountered as a young 
man resulted in his early death. 

Anyway, this shor t novel of 151 
pages holds the a t t en t ion of the 

. reader throughout and builds up 
quite satisfactorily to its ironic con-
clusion. It came in to being 
through the efforts of the incom-
parable Rae Jeffs, B rendan Behan ' s 
guide and he lpmate in the world 
of publishing. 

There is a scene a t the beginning 
of this book, which is t ruly Ir ish 
in its humani ta r i an and poetic sig-
nificance. Tralee Trembles fol-
lowing the Guard to sign for his 
property. . . . "Lay sanct i ty or a 
shield against worldly tempta t ions 
for the ordinary plain business 
man." "Brilliant man" mur-
mured the Guard to t he others be-
hind the desk. . . . "Before we go 
out to the old yoke," said t he Gua rd 
with indulgent pride in his prodigy, 
"say one of your poems to the men." 

"There is a sadness in my sad-
ness when I 'm sad. 

There is a g ladness in my glad-
ness when I'm glad. 

There is a madness in my mad-
ness when I 'm mad. 

But t he sadness in my 
sadness 

and the gladness in my 
gladness . . . " 

"And th« madness In your mad-
ness," murmured the sergeant re-
spectfully. 

"Are nothing to my badness when 
I'm bad." 

MARY BERCH 

Fang, Before Adam, I ron Heel, 
Revolution ctc., etc., etc. 

Don't yoi^ sec? All my conclu-
sions. all my place and fight in life 
for higher civilisation and culture, 
so utterly miss you. Take my data 
i which leaves the conclusion to the 
l e a d e n and pi I lory me with i t . . . " 

This is a good book Every let-
ter tells a story. They all have to 
be read carefully. 

The final section of correspond-
ence is between London and t ha t 
equally famous writer Sinclair 
Lewis. This describes how Lewis 
sold synopses of stories to London 
who proceeded to turn them into 
books. A most interesting Insight 
into the way they both worked. 

PAT DEVINE. 

BRENDAN BEHAN. 
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UNITED ORGANISATION 
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS Transport 

Union 
returns to 
Irish Labour 
TT is now generally thought in 

Dublin t rade union circles 
that the Irish Transport & Gen-
eral Workers' Union will re-
affiliate to the Irish Labour 
Party af ter the union's annual 
conference this May. This will 
mean that the bulk of the Irish 
trade union movement will be 
affiliated to the Party. 

The country's second largest 
union, the Workers' Union of 
Ireland, affiliated two years ago, 
and there a re thirteen smaller 
unions affiliated. 

Affiliation fees from the richest 
and most powerful union in the 
country will bring a welcome injec-
tion of money to the Labour Party, 
which has ambitious plans for re-
organisation and for bringing out a 
new Labour Party newspaper. Fol-
lowing the expulsion last month of 
Mr. Prionnsias McAonghusa, the 
Party's former vice-chairman, it is 
understood that "Labour News," the 
monthly with which he has been 
closely connected and which has ap-
peared for over a year as the Labour 
paper in the Dublin South West 
constituency, has ceased publication. 
It will be replaced in March or 
April by a new paper for the country 
as a whole brought out by the 
Party administrative council. 

The Labour Party has now got a 
number of talented study groups 
examining and drafting policy pro-
posals for various areas of political 
and economic interest. It is hoped 
to bring out a document embodying 
their conclusions some time this 
summer. This document—"Towards 
the New Republic" is the suggested 
title—will aim to give the public an 
up-to-date and thorough exposition 
of Labour Party policy "based on the 
principles of James Connolly." 

Pine Gael has rather stolen a 
march on the Labour Party as re-
gards bringing out policy state-
ments over the past two years, and 
this new document is envisaged as 
a suitable Labour riposte. 

While the affiliation of the 
Transport Union will undoubtedly 
help Labour financially and organ-
isationally, it is interesting to 
speculate on the implications of the 
new relationship for the Party's 
political role. Opinions are divided 
as to whether it will lead to a more 
radical and independent stand by 
Labour in the Dail vis-a-vis Fianna 
Fail and Fine Gael or not. 

Liberal warning 
WHOM the sods would destroy 

thoy first make mad. Early 
in February, Mr. Jeremy Thorpe, 
who succeeded Mr. io Grimond In 
the leadership of the British UheraJ 
Party, and 

«f Irish 
w i t to Belfast and 

Issued a warning to the Stormont 
Government. 

He pointed out that the British 
Parliament . h a d powers o f l n t e r -
vsntion under the Government of 
Ireland Act l H f c He deeorihed the 
disfranchisement of the i 
holders while company 
could have as many as six 
local el« " 

point ythaT the border question was 
one for the Irish people as • Whole. 

He added that the British Parlia-
ment was growing "impatient" 
•ratting for stormont to Initiate the 
reforms Itself. 

And what did Stormont do? 
Sheila Mimwyhan, the Liberal, had 
promoted a i l H which would have 
Improved oivn liberties and made 
ether important reforms. 

The Unionist-dominated ohamber 
threw It out lock, stock and barrel. 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd. 
(T.U:), Nottingham Road, Ripley. 
Derbys., and published by Connolly 
Publications Ltd., at 374 Grays Inn 
Road, W.C.I. 

IMMENSE STRIDE FORWARD IN BELFAST 
From our own correspondent 

NEW organisation has been set up in Belfast for the purpose of securing the restora-
tion of normal civil liberties in the six counties of north-east Ireland. 
A meeting was held oil January 29th at the International Hotel, at which an 

extraordinarily wide range of opinion was represented. There were Nationalists, 
Republicans, N.I.L.P. men, Republican Labour men, and representatives of the Com-
munist Party and National Democrats. One Unionist attended, but left before die meet-
ing had concluded. 

Non-party organisations pre-
sent included the Wolfe Tone 
Society, the Belfast Trades 
Council, the Campaign for 
Social Justice, the National 
Union of T e a c h e rs, the 
National Union of Seamen and 
the Draughtsmen's Association 
(D.A.T.A.). 

f p H E organisation which was 
established at the meeting 

adopted the name of Northen Ire-
land Civil Rights Association, and a 
committee was elected which con-
tained representatives of the organ-
isations present. A solitary Union-
ist, Mr. Robin Cole was subsequently 
co-opted on to the committee. 

Secretary is Mr. Derek Peters, and 
the chairman is Mr. Noel Harris, 
with Dr. Con McCluskey as vice-
chairman, Mr. Fred Heatley trea-
surer, and the press officer is Mr. 
Jack Bennett. 

The main planks of the new As-
sociation's programme are freedom 
of speech, assembly and press, elec-
toral reform, and the end of reli-
gious and political discrimination in 
jobs and housing. 

The aim is to bring in everybody 
interested in the basic ingredients 
of democracy. 

"We are willing to accept the 
Paisleyites if they are prepared to 
stand for civil rights here in 
Northern Ireland" was the declara-
tion of one delegate. 

M1 "R. TONY SMYTHE, secretary 
of the National Council of 

Civil Liberties, London, and two of 
the N.C.C.L. executive members, Mr. 

Cedric Thornberry and Mr. J. L. 
Shepherd, came specially from 
Britain to support the launching 
meeting of N.I.C.R.A In h is 
address Mr. Smythe described the 
wide alarm in Britain today at the 
situation in the North of Ireland. 
One-man-one-vote was acceptable 
without question in Manchester, 
Birmingham and London, but its 
denial to large numbers of citizens 
in the North kept Derry, Strabane, 
Enniskillen, Dungannon and many 
other local authorities in the hands 
of bigoted, privileged and conserva-
tive minorities. 

Because these minorities achieved 
power by denying Catholics the 
local . franchise and by gerry-
mandering electoral boundaries, 
they had to hold on to power by 
doling out favours and privileges to 
their supporters, who got the Jobs 
and houses while the Catholics 
were discriminated against. An un-
democratic franchise system was 
therefore at the root of the wide-
spread discrimination which led to 
so many people in the North being 
given second-class citizen treat-
ment in their own country. 

People in the North who were 
willing to speak and act against 
such injustice in a community 
which liked to regard itself as 
Christian, should organise them-
selves to make their demands felt 
by the British people and in the 
imperial Parliament which was re-
sponsible for Northern Ireland, Mr. 
Smythe said. 

H E described the work of the 
National Council of Civil 

The aim to close down all railway 
links between Belfast and Dublin 
has been clearly stated by Unionist 
M.P.s in Stormont who are insist-
ing that the twenty-six county Gov-
ernment finance a new expensive 
motorway for their benefit. 

Six hotels, including the Belfast 
Midland, have been sold to private 
developers for a song—£600,000. 

The most shocking proof that 
here was nothing more than a 
legalised rifling of the public purse 
for the benefit of private enterprise 
is shown by the fact now revealed 
that C.I.E. offered a price nearer 
£1,200,000 but was turned down. 

An example of the deliberate at-
tempt to force traffic on to the 
roads was the decision to sever the 
interlinks between the three rail-
way systems within Belfast. It will 
be no longer possible to route goods 
by rail from, say Portadown, to 
Bangor. Since the goods would hflffe 
to be put on lorrtes to take them 
across Belfast, the ripping up of 
these lines means putting the whole 
job on to the roads. 

Surprising revelation on this was 
made by Mr. John Coulthard, gene-

ral manager of "Ulster Rail," in an 
interview on television with Profes-
sor George Huxley of Queens Uni-
versity. 

Under questioning he admitted 
that the decision to disconnect the 
systems had been done "Illegally." 
Under law there should have been 
a public enquiry. 

About the same time the "powers 
that be" announced new expensive 
plans to clear thousands of people 
out of their homes to build huge 
motorways out of public money. 

Mr. Harry Diamond, MP., made 
a comment which is widespread in 
Belfast. The Stormont Government 
is busy talking about "economic 
co-operation with the Dublin Gov-
ernment." But what it wants is 
one-way co-operation. It does not 
scruple to wreck the joint enterprise 
between the two1 capitals. 

The latest blackmail Is to try to 
get C.I.E, to pay for the second 
track. 

Needless to say the road-freight 
interests on the six counties are 
mostly owned or controlled by cross-
channel Imperial interests. 

Liberties in Britain. Its prestige 
and mass support was due to the 
fact that it eschewed purely party-
political matters and stuck rigidly 
to its brief of being a watch-dog for 
civil liberties. It organised legal 
opinion on civil rights issues; it had 
the affiliation of many political and 
trade union bodies; it did consider-
able research; and it provided a ser-
vice for the general public which 
had won it great standing. A simi-
lar body was badly needed in 
Northern Ireland. 

Following his speech N.I.C.R.A. 
decided to affiliate with the 
National Council of Civil Liberties, 
in London, while remaining an 
autonomous body. 

Miss Betty Sinclair reminded the 
meeting there were many other 
matters that would require the at-
tention of the new body. There were 
such matters as the civil rights of 
the mentally ill, of the unemployed, 
the behaviour of officials at the 
employment exchanges, corporal 
punishment in schools, securing 
equal access to education for Sandy 
Row children as well as for those 
of the Malone Road. 

These things affected ordinary 
people in their day-to-day lives and 
all had civil liberties implications. 
She reminded the meeting also that 
over the past year the Paisleyites 
had felt the brunt of the Special 
Powers Act, which in the past had 
been mainly felt by republicans. 
This had brought home to many 
new people the Inherent inequity of 
this Act, We may find allies where 
we least expect it, she said. 

HAULAGE INTERESTS 
WANT RAIL CLOSURE 

T H E attempt to wreck services on the Belfast-Dublin main line 
by introducing a 24-mile single-track bottle-neck has been 

attacked by Mr. Frank Lemass as a "surrender to the powerful 
road-freight lobby in the Unionist Party." 

m JACK BENNETT, of the 
Wolfe Tone Society, warned 

that In the past civil liberties bodies 
in the North had too often assumed 
a party-political character. They 
had become just a stick to beat the 
Unionists with. Yet objectively, 
most people, Unionists, Labour men 
and Republicans, had an interest In 
civil rights in so far as they were 
democrats at all. N.I.C.R.A. 
should therefore seek to build a 
broadly-based movement, and should 
not see itself as primarily a cam-
paigning body against the Govern-
ment or the Unionist Party. For 
today there were numerous Union-
ists who were critical of many of 
the entrenched and out-of-date tra-
ditions of that Party. 

Mr. Austen Curry, MP., pledged 
the support of the Nationalist Party 
for the new venture and Mr. Gerry 
Fitt also spoke. 

If N.I.C.R.A. now gets down to 
work—and there is plenty of work 
to hand!—and if it carries on as 
successfully as it has begun, it will 
be doing a Job which will place all 
decent people in Northern Ireland 
In its debt. 

BELFAST 
VIETNAM 
PEACE 
APPEAL 
F U R T H E R example of the 

growing unity between pro-
gressive-minded citizens of dif-
fering religions and political 
persuasions is given by the 
sponsorship of the petition 
launched by. the Northern Ire-
land" Committee for peace ill 
Vietnam. 

The petition calls on the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom to call 
for an immediate cease fire so that 
negotiations can begin. 

The sponsors include Mr. Gerard 
Fitt, M.P., Mr. T. W. Boyd, M.P., 
Miss B. Maconochie, M.P., Miss S. 
Murnaghan, M.P., Mr. F. V. Simp-
son, M.P., Senator N. Kennedy, J.P., 
Senator A. P. Sehofteld, J.P., Rev. 
W. Sydney Callaghan, Rev. Dr. H. 
J. McLachlan, Rev. R. A. Nelson, 
and Messrs. <1. I. Hurwitz, J .P , Mar-
tin MoBlrney, Q.C., Dennis Barritt, 
Brian WalMr, Jehn Turtle, Roger 
Green, Ralph Bossenee, Colin 
Middleton, Stephen Gilbert, David 
Bleakley, M.A., Charles Brett. 

A. S. Worrall, M.A., B.D., Brian 
Garrett, LI.B., Sam Napier, J.P., J. 
U. Stewart, M.A., B.8c. (Econ), 
Stephen Wynburne, M.A., Andrew 
Barr, William Baxter, William 
Blease, Harold Binfus, James Mor-
row, Stephen McGonagle, Samuel 
Mollrath, Jack Maogeugan, Walter 
Stewart, James Sloan, M.B.S., 
Robert Thempeon, M.B.E., J.P. and 
David Wyll* and Miss Judith B. 
Roeenfield and Miss Mary E. Peters. 

The petition, which has been 
widely distributed, is to be returned 
to the headquarters of the com-
mittee at 9 Donegal 1 Square bv 
March 15th. 

WEST LONDON C.A. 
EVERY THURSDAY 

LABOUR PARTY ROOMS 
Shepherds Bush Road 
EVERY THURSDAY 

LIVERPOOL 
C.A. Meeting 

THURSDAY, MARCH 23rd 
DALE STREET 

(Tunnel entrance) 
Speaker: 

PAT O'DOHERTY 
"James Connolly" 

GLASGOW READERS 
An effort is now being made to revive 
the Glasgow branch of the Connolly 

Association. Will you help? 
If so, write to the General Secret 
374 Gray* Inn Road, London, 

etary at 
W.C.I 


