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FIRST m FORTi-r... 
KKP UP PHSSURE ON WILSON 

•HE CRACK HAS COME AT LAST. 
The six-county Government has announced its intention of 

•o as to make it more democratic. $> 
be misled into jpnfeng that because die 1 

rming the 

s o 

the loss of the four Uni-
seats which are to be 

can easily be made 

Taoiseach, Mr. J a c k 
Lynch, came to London to 

see ^ STiIsok on the very day 
Terf^lD'RttU %asinEngland 
urging the B.B.C, to be more 
favourahJs to Unionism in its 
broadcasts. It is stated that the 
two men did not meet. 

Just as every British Prime 
Minister on his appointment flies 
to Washington to pay homage and 
receive his orders, so Mr. Lynch 
came to London as soon as he de-
cently could. 

What did the two men talk about? 
The entry of Britain Into the 
EXC. The arrangement seems to 
be tibat Mr. Wilson shall offer the 
two countries for sale on the one 
slab. 

up, by means of the new gerry-
mander at present being pre-
pared. And a commission is no 
safeguard as it may even put 
through the gerrymander itself. 

Likewise, the abolition of the 
property qualification in Stormont 
elections, and the ending of the 
plural vote will still leave the 
Unionists well equipped to con-
tinue to tyrannise and terrorise. 

PRECEDENT 
The importance of the ohanges 

does not lie In their magnitude. 
Their importance is that of a 

precedent. 
For the first time since the six-

county State was handed over to 
the Unionists by the British Par-
liament, legislation is to be intro-
duced to alleviate instead of to 
worsen its repressive harshness. 

I ts importance is indicated by 
the fact that the "London Times," 
still regarded as semi-official for all 
Thompson's chopper Is hanging 
over It, published a second leader 
on "Reform at Stormont" 

(Continued on pace eight) 

ONE of several authors with books 
about the Fenians on the stocks 

Is Mr. Paul a Rom who is working 
on the Maaehester Martyrs. Mr. 
Rose is a sponsor of the "Irish Demo-
crat" Confmaee to he heM in Lon-
don on February VUbr Be recently 
appeared with Mr. Gerard FRt, M.P. 
and Mrs'. Patricia MeCloskey at a 
meeting attended by 1SS people, in-
cluding many memhaca of the "Wild 
Geese Club" at MsachifSer Auspices 
were the Campaign Car Democracy 
in Ulster of which he is ohairman. 

WHERE IS IT? Both of these snapshots were 
taken in one county. (See page 8). 

T H E opening of the Fenian Centenary 
prompted Tom Redmond, of tL_ 

Connolly Association, to suggest a symbol. 
It is seen sbove In Ms drawing 

of "Erin's Hope" the ship that 
brought the guns for tha - W S 
Rising. For Erin still refuses to 
abandon hope, and political op* 
portunitles may yet prove mony 
in the New Year. 

Tom Redmond writes:— 
"On April 21st, 1867 a trading 

ship named the 'Jacknell' left 
New York ostensibly bound for 
Cuba with a cargo of pianos and 
sewing machines. A week out she 
lowered the Stars and Stripes, 
painted Erin's Hope on bow and 
stern And raised the sunburst flat 
to a salute of 32 guns. 

"It took thirty-two days to cross 
the Atlantic, the cargo bring in 
reality arms and ammunition 
which were to be unloaded in 
Sligo Bay. After sighting Osoigal 
on May 10th, the Erin's Hope lay 
off Sligo for a week making re-
peated signals which were un-
answered. Captain Kavanagh 
had'decided to attempt a. landing 
to seize Sligo Town a&d from 
thence raise the country against 
the British. Fortunately for 
them a messenger fouad them 
and told them the Rising was over 
and the country subdued. 

SU8NCION 
"Their pressure in the Say had 

excited the suspicig* «t the 
British Navy and they mast run 
the gauntlet of wanMg&vjmi 
their southward journey, l i e 
Erin's Hope evaded them, bat 
after sixty-two days at sea, when 
provisions were extremely " * 
Captain Nhgle and a 
of the crew were s* 
Helvlck, near Dungamn. 
to lie low till ni^xttSU ai they 
had been instructed they were 
sighted by coastguards and ' 
of them received up to 
years' penal servitude, 
their American cttlasMU*. 

i 51 

tglK 

birth. 

"The ship 
sight of land till 
for a 
had landed. 
she was uli 
to New Y»rk td 
day." 

i 
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DUBLIN LAWYER FLAYS SIX-COUNTY 
DEMOCRACY' CIVIL RIGHTS CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN 

A DUBLIN lawyer, Mr. Ciaran 
McAnallv, was one of the 

speakers at a recent conference 
called in Belfast to discuss the 
establishment of a stronger Civil 
Rights movement in the North. The 
meeting was attended by prominent 
members of the Nationalist Party, 
National Democrats, Republicans, 
Republican Labour, Liberal and 
Labour parties and trade unions— 
indeed by every section of non-
Unionist opinion in Belfast. 

The meeting set up an ad hoc 
committee to call a conference on 
Civil Rights in the New Year at 
which a Charter of Civil Rights for 
the North would be drawn. This 
will serve as touchstone on which 
to judge the reality of the Unionist 
Government's statements about re-
form of abuses and extending demo-
cracy in the six counties. 

ilt/TR. Mc'ANALLY held that the fol-
-^'J- lowing civil rights should be 
upheld in a democratic society:— 

(1) The right to personal liberty 
and freedom of movement This 
should only be forfeited follow-
ing conviction In a fair trial on 
known charges; 

(2) The right to freedom of expres-
sion in speech, writing or pub-
lication subject to the norms of 
truth and Justice. In other 
words this right should not be 
used to the (legal) injury of 
others; 

(3) The right to freedom of con-
science, to hold and change re-
ligious belief, the right to 
proselytise; 

(«) The right to freedom of assem-
bly. This right is implicit in 
the right to free expression and 
to personal liberty; 

(5) The right to form associations 
that are not harmful to society. 
This follows from the right of 

(7) The right of access to courts of 
law to obtain the enforcement 
of the aforesaid rights. This 
entailed the provision of legal 
aid to people who otherwise 

would be prevented from having 
access to the courts; 

( 8 ) The right to protection against 
discrimination in public em-
ployment and fair and impartial 
access to the public services, 
housing, social security and the 
other facilities provided today 
by central and local government 
authorities; 

(9) The right to freedom from con-
scription for conscientious ob-
jectors. 

Most modern jurists would sub-
scribe to theae civil rights, with the 
possible exception of the last, said 
Mr. McAnally; yet several of them 
were widely violated by the 
Northern Ireland Government and 
the authorities under its jurisdic-
tion. 

fT<HE 1922 Special Powers Act, as 
subsequently amended, is the 

main statute responsible for in-
fringements on civil liberties in the 
North. This was passed in a semi-
civil war situation in the early 1920s 
to meet an "emergency." It was 
introduced initially for a one-year 
period. Then it was renewed annu-
ally until 1933 when it was made 
part of the permanent law of the 
land. Northern Ireland seemingly 
was a jurisdiction where things were 
in a permanent state of emergency. 

The Special Powers Act plainly 
violated the first of the above 
rights. It suspended the right to 
habeas corpus in political cases and 
allowed detention without trial, 
arrest without warrant, the search-
ing of houses and persons without 
warrant and the banning of litera-
ture and publications at the behest 
of the Minister of Home Affairs. 

In Northern Ireland there was no 
written Constitution in the same 
sense as there was in the 26 counties, 
to which one could appeal in cases 
of infringement of civil rights. Par-
liament in Northern Ireland had 
vested in the Minister of Home 
Affairs charge over the whole area 
of civil rights by passing the Special 
Powers Act. 

Parliament could not resume these 
powers unless a new Act was passed. 

The Minister in turn delegated his 
powers to the police, and this meant 
that any police officer was in effect 
the civH authority. To all intents 
and purposes, therefore, government 
power was vested in the police in 
the six counties. This was the 
classical essential characteristic of 
the police state. 

XN the 1930s the British National 
Council for Civil Liberties had 

examined the working of the Special 
Powers Act and concluded that it 
was in no way justified as part of 
the permanent law of the land. The 
ordinary courts were quite capable 
of dealing with all breaches of the 
law. The same conclusion was valid 
today. 

As regards Right (2)— freedom of 
expression—it should be noted that 
the Special Powers Act intimidates 
against freedom of expression. The 
theoretical right to express opinion 
existed, but in practice few people 
were willing to attract the atten-
tions and possibly the intervention 
of the police. It is the jynmade 
speeches that M e ntis mwtnHf the 
police state, not £he ones tfcftt are 
made! 

The Special Powers Act gave the 
police power to ban any meeting if 
it was "calculated to Jead to a 
breach of the peace, 
cided this? It avoide. 
of who was going t 
breach the peace— 
of the meeting or those wnv 
it. In fact a premium is put on 
rowdyism when meetings or proces-
sions are so banned. 

An Act of the ordinary code, the 
Public Order Act, stated that people 
who break up meetings are guilty of 
an offence, and this was quite suffi-
cient to deal with the problem 
rather than to have special legisla-
tion which, as often as not, was used 
against various political bodies the 
Government .didn't like rather than 
as an instrument to'protect them. 

Religious freedom, In the sense of 
the right to worship and to preach, 
existed in the North, but discrimi-
nation on the grounda^jbf religion, 
in the allocation of jobs and hous-

ing, was widespread, though very 
difficult to prove in any particular 
case. The British and six-county 
Government stated that the 1920 
Government of Ireland Act was a 
quite adequate protection against 
discrimination, but this was a hol-
low defence. 

It was true that Act laid down 
that the Northern Parliament 
should not make a discriminatory 
law. But the complaint of Northern 
Catholics was not about the laws; 
it was about the way the laws were 
administered by the administrators 
and the servants of the Govern-
ment. 

AS regards freedom of association 
in the North, a whole host of 

organisations had been banned, par-
ticularly during the 1920s and 1930s, 
numbers of which had no associa-
tion with violence. While it was 
common for emergency legislation 
to incorporate some clause permit-
ting the banning of organisations, 
usually there was some system of 
appeal against the banning order. 
But this did not exist under the six-
county code. 

voting rights Catholics and 
pB0|feft5tants were certainly not equal 
i p North. In elections for West-
minster every adult in the North 

# .vote. But there was a differ-
ence of 342,000 between the voting 
V O"- :„> for imperial and six-county 

lent elections. In the 
tepayers had votes in 
inent elections, and 

. ^e r s , such as limited 
companies, could have up to six 
votes. 

The Unionists attempted to jus-
tify this by saying that as the rate-
payers provided the money for local 
services they should have the right 
to determine how that money was 
spent. This argument was quite 
invalid. 

Last year the local authorities in 
the six counties spent altogether 
£52 million, of which the rates pro-
vided only £13m„ the balance coming 
from the Stormont and imperial 
governments. Yet two hundred 
thousand voters who contributed in 
this way to the funds of the local 
authorities were denied all say in 
running tnem. 

WORLD COMMENTARY 

FOR PEACE AMD 
H S 1066 ebbed away , wi th Bri-
' ti&h imper ia l i sm *omewiiat 

less decisive an|ii(iiPQCtaDttth3& 
it had been for a round five cen-
turies, t h e r e a re vaiyiDg views 

to i t s role a n d prospects in 
,1967—indaecUs fo r t h e prospects 
jrf a l l mankind . 

Dur ing 1966, itself a year of 
Change, mpre decisive than most 

4>epple .appreciate, Bri tain, the 
. Jaod of. Empi re e lec ted a Labour 
cGovenwne^ jon t h e hopes of a 
peop le anx ious for p«aee and 
economic advance. 

The Tory aristocrats Mid imperi-
alists supported by a Press of -about 
200,000,t)00 copies per week, and the 
"Planters," in Africa .and Northern 
Ireland, etc. were -fighting a des-

•»arately serious battle for continued 
control and, much noire important, 
i— Hwl. as a .privileged class that 
•ouMQtoe on the labour of other 

people. 

WIND OF CHANGE 
As J have said in this Com-

mentary before, the imperialist 
exploiters never give up. Like 
tapped rata. they fight on with 
every weapon. 

The .great continent of Africa, 
with Its teejnlqg millions of people, 
and .fabulous wealth and resources 
is a prize they will never voluntarily 
relinquish. 

It was a Tory Prime Minister, Mr. 
Harold MacmiUan, who shocked the 
minor Tories by his talk of th<-
"ajntf .Of chaqge." 

He had seen 1he rise Of African 
,a*WflWJiiam and bopeji to be able 
to preserve BrltWi lJWerial inter-
ests, even If less profitably than 

toetfore-r-by seeming to be the bene-
volent urate who wanted to awist 
the advance of the Afr ican peoples 
to independence and complete na-
tional control. 

After all, as Mr. Maemillan had so 
often said, Britain was tired of 
"carrying the White Man's burden 
in Africa" (a propagaada point 
which aimed to obeeure t&e highly 
profitable nature of the burden 
which was being carried, against 
the wishes of the African people 
themselves >. 

Many changes have taken place 
since then, in Africa—the Congo, 
Samndi, Malawi, South Africa etc. 
But in many cases, *mfortunately, 
the people have not yet triumphed 
though the states appear to be in-
dependent. 

Ireland has had her gem been 
men, the Scandinavians their Dr. 
Quisling, and so also have the 
Africans their Tsfcombls and, maybe 
more important, their Dr. Bandas 

I mention Dr. Banda here espe-
cially because he was in England 
•hiring the war before going to 
Africa to lead the people of his 
country and I thought I knew him 
fairly well. Recent years have 
proved otherwise. He has taken the 
view, in all discussions about 
Rhodesia, that it is stupid of the 
other African and Commonwealth 
states to demand either mandatory 
sanctions or the use of force in the 
last reeort, against the White rump 
in Rhodesia led by Ian Smith be-
cause, he says, they would never 
be able to sustain an assault on 
Smith's Rhodesia either militarily 
or economically because tbev are 
too weak. 

THE ILLUSION 
Banda's view of the relation of 

forces In Africa—and for that mat-
ter elsewhere—is in my opinion that 
of a false prophet. 

He assumed power in his country 
because imperialism saw that either 
he must get independence by nego-
tiation or they would be engaged in 
a bloody struggle. 

The wind of change brought the 
scales down on the side of "libera-
tion." 

Whether imperialists were aware 
of the fact that in Bapda they had 
wi African leader who would do 
their work for them in the struggle 
against African national indepen-
dence movements-I dare not guess. 

Sufficient to say thaA Dr. Banda 
has taken a stand on the question 
of Rhodesia's illegal government 
that is not in the interest of the 
African people as a whole. 

RH0DE8IA 
What is Rhodesia? It is an area 

of Africa with a population of about 
41 million people. 

Of this 41 millions, lea* than a 
quarter of a mlHien are white and 
less than 300,000 are of British ori-
gin. Of these the majority have 
gone to Rhodesia this century and 
probably since the end of the second 
world war. 

Rhodesia has been a very profit-
able field of Investment for the 
Salisbury family for decades. 

The Salisburys have made mil-
lions not only out qf the labour 
of the African peoples but out of the 
labour of their white "kith and kin, ' 
who have emigrated thither since 
the end of the last war 

BE CLEAR 
Ian Smith does not represent 

Rhodesia. He is given that false 
status by the propaganda of the 
millionaire Press. 

Ian Smith is a foreign overlord 
involved in a row with his im-
perialist masters who dare not dip-
lodge him for fear of the four 
million people he is dictator to. He 
and his friends represent the big 
millionaire monopoly interests such 
as are represented by the noble 
house of Salisbury. 

It Is a tragedy that the Labour 
Government headed by Mr Harold 
Wilson is acting in the tradition of 
Ramsay MaeDonald *nd Arthur 
Henderson who feared to broak with 
the Tories over Connolly's execution 
in 1916. 

THE WHITE TRIBES 
The "Daily Express" columnist 

Rene MacColl offers as a solution 
the benevolent liberal call of—of all 
people—Mr. Harry Oppenheimer, 
one of the richest men in the world. 
This is what he says:— 

"What the rest of the world 
ought to bear In mind is that 
there are large white tribes in 
Southern Africa who desire the 
same rights of self-government as 
black tribes. There must be a 
place in the sun for white African 
tribes as well . . and they must 
be dealt with by the British 
Government with the same under-
standing which the British Gov-
ernment extends to the black 
tribes." 
If this means Rhodesia for all the 

Khoderiana equally then it is fair 
enough. But that is what Mr. Ian 
Smith and his supporters In Rho-
desia and England oppose. 

The most appalling provision of 
the Special Powers code was that 
of Section 2, Subsection 4, which 
laid down that anyone committing 
an offence "not specifically provided 
for in the regulations shail be guilty 
of an offence under the regulation." 
In other words one can be builty 
of an offence even though one wa> 
not aware it was an offence when 
one committed it, or even if the 
administration was not aware of 
it! Absolute powers could hardly 
go further. 

"JV/TR. KADER ASMAL, lecturer in 
" law at Trinity College, Dublin, 

pointed out that the United King-
dom had signed the European Con-
vention on Human Rights and had 
accepted the jurisdiction of the 
machinery of the Convention in 
January, 1966. 

This was a very useful weapon 
to use against governments who 
offended against civil rights. Unlike 
the United Nations Declaration on 
Human Rights, the European Con-
vention laid down the grounds on 
which a government could derogate 
from the Convention, as in the case 
of a national emergency threatening 
the lifie of the state, and machinery 
was provided for enforcement 
whereby citizens could take their 
government to law in the European 
Court. 

He suggested that indefinite de-
tention without trial was probably 
no longer lawful in Northern Ireland 
since January last, when the U.K. 
had accepted the Convention's juris-
dictWIJ. If the StoMWOpt Govern-
ment tri€|d to enforce ̂ e s e methods 
again a test case might well show 
that it was acting unlawfully and 
the United Kingdom Government 
might be taken to eourt over it 
This would, of course, ajdd even fur-
ther -to the embarrassment the six 
counties was at present to the 
British Government. 

The European Social Charter liad 
also been ratified now by the United 
Kingdom and the twenty-six coun-
ties government. It might be pos-
sible that discrimination in housing 
could be challenged on the basis of 
this. People Interested In civil 
rights in the North efcouldgo into 
these matters and'realise that there 
were now new weapons at their dis-
posal which did-not exist jn the past 
to enable them to curb arbitrariness 
by their governments. 

Nates and news 
M R . GWYNFOR EVANS, the 
^ Welsh Nationalist leader, 
made a visit to the striken village 
of Aberfan, where a waste tip over-
whelmed the village school. The 
Government placed a gag on Press 
comment so nothing can be said. 

But this did not prevent the 
British newspapers flooding the 
area with cameras, and it was ever 
alleged that television men faked 
harrowing scenes. 

Yet most revolting of all was 
probably the "Sunday Observer," 
which Issued a special supplement 
on Wales, every line of which was 
calculated to use the disaster U) 
sap the u£tjonaJ confidence of the 

iWelsh ueqpie *od »»W#r at their 
Jifiguage »i*l traditions 

We are told there is a possibility 
of the number of newspapers pub-
lished In Britain being reduced 

One little item which Irish people 
will be pleased over is that the sole 
member to accompany Mr. Gwynfor 
Evans on his errand of condolence 
was Mr. Gerard Pitt. At long last 
we have got somebody at West-
minster who does represent us. 

Both Mr. McNamara and Mr. Wil-
liam Hamilton, Labour M.P. for 
West Fife, recently asked the Prime 
Minister what plans there are 
to continue the discussions between 
himself and the Government of 
Northern Ireland which were begun 
at a Downing Street lunch last sum 
mer. 

Mr. Arnold Shaw, Labour Member 
for Ilford South, asked the Prime 
Minister If toe would take steps *> 
initiate negottattons (or the «ntB 
cation of Ireland He replied that 
this was not for him to do. 
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Irish Democrat 
374 GRAYS INN ROAD, LONDON, W.C.I 

AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY 

I'ostal subscriptions: 

One year 12/- Si\ months o -

NEAR ZERO HOUR 
I ^ E X T month readers may see a new address at the top 

~ of this column. It is getting near the zero hour 
when we take over our new premises. 

It is not without a slight nostalgia that we will leave 374. Some 
of the older members wil l recall listening for flying bombs as they 
climbed the stairs in the old, almost forgotten days, when Connolly 
Association speakers got heckled in Hyde Park for their stand 
against the conscription of Irishmen. And the cheers in the office 
when Pat Dooley got an Irishman out of the army BY TELE-
PHONE. Perhaps some day the story will be written. Meanwhile 
we move on. 

But talking about zero hour, there is one special formality 
which is essential to our acquiring at long long last enough space 
to turn round. And that is to pay the required deposit on account 
of an instalment of rent. Then we must get extra office furniture, 
shelves for the library, seating accommodation, and prepare to 
decorate the premises to our requirements. And all that means 
more of the root of all evil—money. 

We are in deadly earnest about this. We still need a minimum 
of £250 in hand in order to get started. 

So w e would like to ask for three things :— 

(1) Will our friends w h o have promised contributions and 
have not paid them in do so at once if they possibly can ? 

(2) Will those of our readers who are also our political sup-
porters pay a shilling for the paper voluntarily during the months 
of January and February ? The donation can be given to our 
sellers. None of them are paid a farthing for selling the paper, but 
do it in their spare time because of their convictions. 

(3) Will all who can do so take oopies of the "Irish Democrat" 
for sale to friends or on the job, and thus boost our circulation 
without which we cannot make ends meet ? 

Remember, not one of the big national dailies but is bemoan-
ing the hard times that have struck the newspaper world. Heaven 
knows what will happen when the Common Market brings in 
the Dutch to annihilate Britain's printing industry! AH these 
papers depend on advertisements to keep them going and sell you 
a paper that costs a shill ing to print for fourpence. 

The "Irish Democrat" accepts no advertisements, though it wil l 
announce bona fide Irish event* FREE, and charges for the paper 
the cost of getting it out. But we don't get the cost back till we 
sell out ; and there is nothing over for expansion. 

But w e hope you will agree that a paper independent of the 
advertising industry is worth your support. It has been published 
for nearly thirty years, and no other national minority in Britain 
ever had anything like it. 

Unfreezing the South 
A S Fianna Fail more and more blatantly accommodates itself to 

the requirements of British neo-lmperlalism, the struggle 
against partition becomes increasingly difficult. 

What can be done by anti-partl-
tionlsts In London when as far as 
Dublin Is concerned It Is not ! m y 
kingdom for a horse" but "the 
whole Republic for the price of a 
bullock"? 

What can be done by Nationalists 
in the slk-countles when the south 
'reszes their efforts with looks as 
near as bland Indfflerenoe can get 
to "we don't want you." 

This is the background of the six-
county Republicans' proposal at the 
recent Sinn *eln Ard Fhels, that 
'heir twenty-si* oounty colleagues 
should take the risks and be 
damned. Let them get Into Leln-
c-ter House "principles" or no "prin-
ciples" and let yon wizened old cal-
culating machines have a taste of 
'ho medicine they have long needed 

an effective opposition. 
It is no accident that the demand 

should be raised again at this Junc-
ture. Nor |g it an aooident that It 
should be raised by the Ulsterman, 
*Ho face Imperialism directly Irt the 
occupied area of their province. 
Facts provoke realism. Oppression 
breeds just Impatlenoe. Nor, again, 
15 it an aooM|»nt mat the proposal. 
">"URh withdrawn, was oourtoeusty 
consldared and the old absurdity of 

oalling every innovatcr a traitor was 
apparently not even remembered. 
Any General who wants to win will 
carefully consider every availabfo 
tactic. 

V- V- V 
rPHE Ulster proposal is in every 

way a sign of the times. The revo-
lution of 1912-73 is utterly spent. 
The proMeme and party ories of 
these days have relevanoe, but little 
more than those of 1798. We must 
look forward to- the next one. 

The terrible danger of the new 
feudalism of the European Economic 
Community carrying Ireland back 
into the status of the seventeenth 
century, is beooming increasingly 
clear. With it is the realisation of 
what great resources still remain 
in the hands of the resistanoe. 

If Sinn Fein ultimately decides 
to go into the thieves' kitchen and 
lead the few honest men In Mock-
ing every move towards dismantling 
the Irish nation, and from there 
also lead * new united movement 
among the people, It wtH dsssres the 
blessings of men ef goodwill net 
only in Ireland but throu«fco«rt the 
world. Ireland has given this kind 
of sxempl* before. And oan do so 
again. 

NO, NOT NELSON, 

but the figure of a 

local potentate overlooks 

DERRY'S WALLS 

HAVE THIS ONE ON ME! 
V^HICH are the two most poverty-

stricken counties in the so-
called United Kingdom? For there 
are two which, according to a Sun-
day newspaper survey come right at 
the opposite end to opulent London 
with its average inoome of over £575 
a year for every man, woman and 
child. 

As you may have guessed, th€ two 
poorest counties are not in England, 
or Scotland, or even Wales ' though 
that is poorer than Scotland). They 
are in the six counties of north-east 
Ulster, and they have an average 
annual income per head of less than 
£210, that is to say about a third 
of what the lucky Londoner gets. 

Of course, you say, they must be 
rural undeveloped Tyrone and Fer-
managh. But if you do you are 
wrong. The two poorest counties 
in the so-called United Kingdom 
are urban, industrialised Antrim 
and Down. 

So now you see the value and the 
purpose of religious bigotry and sec-
tarianism in keeping down the stan-
dard of living. 

J? 4 V 
/CULTURAL imperialism is not 

J ' confined to these islands. The 
Canadian Government is running a 
"make Canada American" cam-
paign, and , has just sold the 
country's gas pipeline to the U S A. 
Part of the drive for Americanisa-
tion expresses itself in a war 
against the French language. The 
languages of small nations force up 
advertising costis for the monopolies 
anxious to eat up local industries. 
So "new interpretations" are being 
sought for the "language equality" 
clause 103 of the British North 
America Act which founded the 
Dominion of Canada. This pretends 
that' the equality is only intended to 
apply to Parliament and the Courts, 
and that the Canadian Government 
is under no obligation to print a 
single word in French. Why can't 
they learn- English like everybody 
else? 

<t -to ir 
1JRITISH M.P.s are up in arms 

against their high-handed 
Prime Minister Harold Wilson for 
appointing the "Ombudsman" before 
Parliament even had the oppor-
tunity of voting that there was 
going to be cne. So much for the 
supremacy of Parliament. 

Readers will reeeit the question in 
this column a few months ago, 
about whether Britain Is really a 
democracy. Nevertheless there is 
one place where an "Ombudsman" 
would have been highly acceptable 
even Harold Wilson fashion — the 
six oounties. Bat they are not to 
have one. As usual when there Is 
an advanoe in demooraoy in Britain, 
the Irish are left out In the ooid. 
And the Qovernment has up to the 
present heeded Tsrenoe O'Neill's ob-
jections before his own Labour mem-
bers' demands for equality. 

• f t ft 

/ IN with the cant. As the corpses 
of motor-car victimR are buried 

by tearful relatives, the people 

A LONDON 
DIARY 

By 
Killeshandra 

whose policies killed them are en-
joying a field day of recrimination 
and excusifying. Who decided to 
wipe out public transport for two 
whole days? Did they think of the 
cars and pedestrians forced on to 
the roads? Maybe, but they thought 
of the account books harder. 

What about the advertisers in 
glossy magazines who have pumped 
out through the whole year tha t the 
acme of human bliss is to drink this 
or that alcoholic preparation dressed 
in a car-coat with the stylish auto-
mobile in the background. Surely 
they don't want people to drink and 
drive? No, but they want people 
who can afford cars to afford drinks 
also. 

I had to laugh a t the Automobile 
Association. In newspapers that re-
ported their call for a "full enquiry," 
the first point they wanted investi-
gated was "how many accidents were 
caused by pedestrians." Do they 
seriously believe that any pedes-
trians "came at" the car-drivers 
with murderously-gleaming eyes? Of 
course not. But ammonia or aniseed 
are both for hiding the scent of a 
dead rat. The great question is, why 
is the law on speeding riot enforced? 

V- V * 

Slowly, ever so slowly, the folly 
of universal private ownership of 
transport is becoming realised. The 
motoring fraternity, for the most 
part have in mind trying to get 
other people's cars off the road. But 
there is no solution short of aban-
doning the ideal of anarchy In 
transport, everybody free to propel 
himself in his own vehicle when and 
where he likes at all times of day 
and night. It will not work. 

In thirty years' time the propo-
nent of the mechanical horse-and-

cart will be seen for what he is, 
the advocate of the biggest obstacle 
to technological advance in trans-
port that society has ever known. 
And then computor-controlled mono-
rails, solenoids, hovercraft, electric 
barges and wide-gauge railways may-
well be integrated in with the 
amount of small road vehicles and 
aircraft that are necessary. A big 
factor also would be the rationalisa-
tion of the location of industry. But 
don't talk of anything rational! For 
the moment it is out of fashion. * * * 

U O instead we'll give you a wee 
poem on the subject. 

"Run! Run! Run! 
Get every man a gun! 
These public armies are an out-

of-date cod. 
Up with the sacred right 
To a private shoot-on-sight 
When Hogg lets fly at Wilson with 

a scream, "You mod!" 

"Look a', Look a', Look a'! 
Buy your own bazooka! 
Our early payments system is de-

signed for you! 
Though you fire it somewhat 

wildly. 
You'll- be treated very mildly. 
For aft9r all the 'be*k' has » 

bazooka tee." 
No doubt the talented readers or 

the "Irish Democrat" will be able to 
provide the next verse for them-
selves. But there is no prize. 

M r . M e i a n e 
T H E editor fe anxious to 

trace the present where-
abouts of m . NtoKane, one 
time of Crioklewood, li.W.2, 
who sent him some manu-
script* for consMeration. 
The editor has wrtttan to 
Mr. MoKane but the letter 
has been returned by the 
Pott Office who say that No 
has left the address. WW 
Mr. MoKane get in tout* 
with the "Irish Democrat" 
at 374' Grays Inn Rood, Lon-
don, W.C.I., telephone TEW-
minus 4826. 

THE COMMON MARKET 

ONE-DAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29th, 1967 

• 

10 a.m. : 
J. R. CAMPBELL 

What the Common 
Market Moan* 

2 p.m. : 
C DESMONtf GREAVES 

Ireland and the 
Common Market 

V 
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THE IRISH DEMOCRAT HAS 
ASKED A NUMBER OF 
WELL-KNOWN PUBLIC 
FIGURES FOR THEIR VIEWS 
On this page we publish their replies 

Miss Elizabeth Sinclair 
(Secretary. Belfast Trades Council) 

Mr. Uinseann MacEoin Miss Maire Comerforcf 

-§ 
I 

J WISH to extend sincere good 
wishes to the "Irish Demo-

crat" and all its readers for the 
New Year. I also wish to thank 
the editorial staff and its readers 
for the excellent job they have 
done during 1966 in bringing 
before the British people and 
Parliament a problem that Bri-
tish statesmen long ago thought 
they had swept under the carpet, 
i.e., the Irish question. 

In giving my thanks and express-
ing my appreciation, I am actuated 
by the best of motives. I wish to 
ask that all those connected with 
the "Irish Democrat" will redouble 
their energies in the coming year 
and so assist the people of Northern 
Ireland in their struggle. 

At the beginning of 1966, the 
Unionist Government were flying 
high—they had the £900 million 
Wilson "plan" that was going to 
make Northern Ireland an indus-
trial paradise. Jobs would be found 
for all willing to work. Training 
would be provided for men and 
women alike to man the industries 
"won" by the efforts of the Govern-
ment. 

What has been the result? The 
unemployment figures for Decem-
ber. 1965, were 31,700 or 6.3 per cent 
of the insured population. In De-
cember, 1966, the number of unem-
ployed had jumped to 37,688, or 7.4 
per cent And such figures do not 
account for the thousands of mar-
ried women forced out of Work, who 
did not pay the "big" stamp and 
who therefore are not registered as 
unemployed. 
rpHE greatest crisis of all con-
* cerned the Belfast shipyard. 

Readers of the "Irish Democrat" 
will know that one of the main 
arguments for keeping the connec-
tion with Britain centred around 
the fable that we would not get 
orders for ships if we were not part 
of the United Kingdom. We begin 
1967 with the prospect—and this 
more so for the 12,dD0 (now less) 
employed In the shipyard—that we 
might finish the year with no orders 
and no shipyard. 

The future of the Belfast Short's 
aircraft factory, 69i per cent owned 
by the British Government, is very 
gloomy. As soon as the last of the 
Belfast aircraft carriers hit the air, 
Short's aircraft factory may well 
hit the dost. 

No orders for ships! No orders 
for aircraft! Will it still be in order 
to maintain "the connection"? 

The Harold Wilson plan to drive 
up the unemployment figures has 
been successful; in every branch of 
manufacturing industry in Northern 
Ireland. Not only have men and 
women been paid .off in the older 
branches of the various industries, 
new projects have been held up and 
no-one, least of all the Wilson 
(Northern Ireland) "planners," know 
when they will get under way. 

After the reported bumper sales 
for the Christmas season, all 
branches of distribution, and not 
least the smalt shopkeepers, face a 
mighty struggle to wrest the few 
pounds left in the housewives' purse 
after meeting increased rents, elec-
tricity, gas, transport charges, etc. 
that have been promised for 1067. 
Every month, since September, 1966, 
the money volume of retail sales has 
been falling steadily and we have 
still to get the records for the 
months when increased unemploy-
ment was making itself felt. 

Added to all the above, we have 
the earliest reports of increased 
mortgage rates for owner-occupiers, 
increased local government rates 
charges a n d . t o .cope with aU the 
Ebove, a freese. as solid as anything 
that Siberia ever produced, in wages 

T^HE most important thing for 
urban-conscious Irishmen to 

do in 1967 is to delay and stop 
the exploitation of buildings and 
property values by English 
speculators in our main cities, 
particularly Dublin. 

An accidental loss of life in a 
poorly-built tenement in 1963 has 
provided a golden opportunity for 
crafty property men operating un-
der various guises and usually with 
an Irish fronting company to seize 
large sections of the central areas of 
Dublin with the intention of doing 
a Midleton upon the leaseholds as 
they terminate. One such area 
contains 78 sliops, three depart-
ment stores, three hotels, plus 
a multiplicity of offices and small 
businesses. Among companies so 
far identified in this form of ex-
ploitation are:— 

Amalgamated Investment & Pro-
perty Co. Ltd.; 

Dublin City Properties Ltd.; 
Allied Land & Investment Co. Ltd.; 
Dublin Investments Ltd.; 
Clare Developments Co. Ltd.; 
The Leinster Estates Co. Ltd. (Rank 

Group Companies I and so on. 

Hand in glove with a few Govern-
ment Ministers and two ex-Mini-
sters, they have preyed upon the 
lack of respect of some Irish people 
for the finely-built city which was 
their heritage, quietly and swiftly 
knocked down its buildings and re-
placed them with office blocks which 
they rent back to the Irish Civil 
Service, no less, at 22/6d. a square 
foot. (Yes, sir, 22/6d. a square foot 
rental). 

By the end of 1967 almost three-
quarters of a million pounds will 
be paid annually by the Irish Gov-
ernment for these rented properties. 
Many of these buildings are on sites 
formerly owned by the Government 
itself. As a yardstick for this eco-
nomic madness, it can be said that 
new Liberty Hall cost £650,000 to 
build. Very little of this three-
quarters of a million pounds is ever 
likely to percolate back to Bally-
haunis or Dingle! 

All those who can must, there-
fore, involve themselves in this 
problem; get to know it and publi-
cise what is going on. There are not 
nearly enough doing it. And it is the 
Achilles heel of the present econo-
mic sell-out, because while Irish 
people are slow to respond to the 
cause of preservation, except where 
the most historic buildings are con-
cerned, this is a case where plain 
blunt publicity based on facts will 
rally them to your side. The cause 
of our townscapes and buildings 
rapidly becomes the cause of self-
preservation. • 

NOTHING In Ireland is more im-
portant than the new interest 

in education. The politicians of 
both sides —- In the 26 counties — 
announce that at last every child 
is to have its chance. The official 
scheme will be implemented this 
year. What do our politicians of 
the materialist state mean by edu-
cation? 

If they mean what they seem to 
mean—just an expansion of what 
we have — the aspirations of most 
parents and juvenile ambitions wiH 
focus to the top of the ladder of 
industry, -and the professions. The 
agony and disillusionment of quali-
fied people who even now cannot 
be absorbed, from Leaving Cert up, 
will be multiplied. A richer cream 
will flow off to other fields — in 
E.E.C. 

I cannot see that more of the 
wrong kind of education will bene-
fit Ireland. Ministers of State con-
tinue to tell us that there wiH be 
no work In the future for people 
not educated. In their language 
that can only mean very little work 
in the future except for such 
slightly greater proficiency as may 
be required by bigger machines. 

When I was young and we dis-
cussed the future in a free Ireland, 
mainly with V. Rev. J. F. Sweet-
man, O.S.B., who had been a friend 
of James Connolly, or with Father 
Michael O'Flanagan, it was con-
sidered essential that machines 
must serve people and that better 
machines could (fitly be tolerated If 
they brought more leisure to every-
body. Patrick Pearse had described 
the "Murder Machine." 

We all knew then that better 
education was sorely needed and 
that it would develop spiritual 
values and individual talent These 
would equip the individual to be 
happy and free in a leisure week 
of 50 to 60 hours, after allowing for 
paid employment, sleep and eating. 

In my opinion Ireland could have 
another golden era if an eduoated 
people decided to apply the first 
principles of Christianity within 
their own oountry. The necessary 
education to establish civilised 
values and secure the greatest num-
ber cannot be expected from Free 
State politicians who have made 
so many appalling mistakes in the 
pas t 

The duty to be aotive in this 
cause rests on the voluntary organ-
isations, the churches, and every 
human being who is capable of 
feeling pity for ever more bewil-
dered youth. 

We have no place in the E.E.C., 
but we might once again In history 
save the spent culture of the so-
called Christian countries of the 
World. Our part in this is depen-
dant on our own success In break-
ing the counter-revolution of 1921-
22, an evil thing which is due to 
die. 

THE NEW COSMOPOLITAN ARCHITECTURE 
which is replacing Ireland's treasures. 

Mr. Jim Fitzgerald 

^ H E famous ac tor and produ-
cer was found pacing the 

rehearsa l room disposing chairs, 
tables and people in the appro-
pr ia te squares of a huge dia-
gram chalked on a parque t floor. 

In a break in the proceedings he 
told the "Irish Democrat" about his 
plans to cater for the new upsurge 
of intellectual a c t i v i t y which 
marked Dublin in 1966. 

"We want a second national com-
pany, not against the Abbey," he 
said, "but tied in and co-operating 
with the Abbey; 1967 will see a great 
deepening and widening of the de-
mand for this." 

"This will mean we will have a 
company in Dublin and another on 
tour." 

He described the extraordinary 
week he recently organised at the 
Gate Theatre. There was a ten-hour 
marathon "teach-in" on the function 
of the theatre. Every important 
actor in Dublin was on the platform 
at one time or another. 

"You may think it airy-fairy,'' he 
went on, "but I want the theatre 
to foster the other arts too. Drama 
is the great indigenous Irish art. We 
have a magnificent building in the 
new Abbey. It is used three hours 
a day. Uneconomic, and yet look 
what could be done. Lunch-hour 
concerts. Sculpture exhibition on 
the roof-garden. People are begin-
ning to want these things. 

"And what Is interesting is that 
the Government is now beginning 
to realise that the demand exists. I 
don't say we will get all we want 
in 1967. But as I said, the demand 
will continue to grow deeper and 
wider." 

Mr. Barry Desmond 
Vice-Chairman, Labour Party 

rpHE Northern Ireland people go 
A Into 1967 with big problems in 

the field of democratic rights. The 
Unionist Government has conceded 
that the University vote must go, 
along with the business vote in 
Stormont general elections. But 
they refuse to budge on the vital 
sector of the franchise that affects 
local government. They also refuse 
to bring In legislation that will end 
discrimination in housing, Jobs, 
education and other spheres. 

They refuse to come out into the 
open about their present plans for 
re-siting local government, Stor-
mont and Westminster boundaries 
for electoral purposes. Quietly they 
are attempting to set the scene so 
that, when changes are effected, we 
will be as before, faced with Union-
ist majorities in the public forums 
of Northern Ireland. 

The trade Union and labour move-
ment here, along with the other sec-

tions of Unionist opposition, will 
have to find ways and means—and 
a common platform—which will en-
able them to break the dead hand 
of Toryism in Northern Ireland. So 
long as there is disunity in the 
ranks of the opposition, then the 
Unionists, and their Tory counter-
parts In Britain, need not be afraid. 
T REALISE that there are many 
* great struggles taking place in 
the world today. This is so in great 
and tragic measure in Vietnam. 
Those active in the trade union and 
labour movement In Northern Ire-
land would wish to rouse our people 
to greater heights of struggle to 
aid the suffering people of Vietnam. 

The great danger that has arisen 
with the rebirth of the fascist move-
ment in West Germany under the 
guise of the National Democratic 
Party also calls for attention and 
brings back vividly to our memories 
the death and destruction caused in 

Belfast during the last war by the 
German fascists and their bombers. 

Our task in rousing the people to 
these, and other dangers. Is made 
the more difficult by the perpetually-
fostered divisions among our people 
which create the most terrible 
bigotry and hatreds and prevents 
them from getting a balanced view 
of their own and other people's 
affairs. 

The year 1967 will be a testing 
time. And we shall not pass the 
test facing us unless we obtain 
unity of all opposition forces based 
on a programme of demands answer-
ing the best Interests of the people 
of Northern Ireland. This unity 
must be further strengthened by 
coming Closer to all the best forces 
in the Irish Republic and in Britain 
—for our -common objectives. 

Best wishes to the "Irish Demo-
crat" for the New Year. More power 
to your elbow! 

" T F one were to exhume all the 
1916 commemorative speeches 

of the past twelve months, nothing 
would be more remarkable than 
their remoteness from the real 
issues of the Ireland of '67. I was 
in South Kerry and Waterford in 
the recent by-elections and heard 
many speeches. 

"The content of the three parties' 
approach to the electorate contained 
little awareness of the urgent ques-
tions which will capture the head-
lines in the year ahead. We shall 
see repeated in even more acute 
manifestation the ever-present poli-
tical and economic question over 
Ireland—how will our Government, 
the Opposition and the progressive 
socialists and republicans endea-
vour to lessen the dominance of 
British political and economic 
forces over the shaping of events 
at home. 

"Fianna Fail has plainly sold out 
on this issue. For example, British 
speculative property capitalists have 
moved In increasing numbers to 
Dublin and the Coast because the 
London and other urban markets 
have become tighter. The Govern-
ment here have done little to con-
trol this capital takeover. In prac-
tice; the new industrial rich of the 
party has decided to get In on the 
act. Fine Gael of the old conserva-
tive rich has lost its grip and neyve 
even in opposition and there is 
already talk of Cosgrave being on 
the way out. 

"The Labour Party has yet another 
opportunity to give an effective lead 
to the nation If it but grasps the 
chance. I am under no illusions but 
that this sounds like an old refrain. 
But there is hope for the party and 
if in the next year we bring to the 
people alternative meaningful poli-
cies there are many who are In con-
siderable sympathy who will Join 
our ranks. There is great need to 
put forward on our part a viable 
alternative to the so-called free 
trade agreement with the U.K., to 
state in detail how we should de-
velop an Independent manufac-
turing sector, to plan for a pro-
gressive standard of living for the 
small farmers and for Irish Labour 
to regard as rational and essential 
that we should campaign for 
democracy in northern Ireland and 
the end to British claims to 
sovereignty In that area. Another 
major task in 1967 facing the Labour 
Party will be to oppose not only in 
Dail Eireann but by every open 
means the anti-trade union legisla-
tion now being drafted by the Cabi 
net. 

"All this fundamental political ac 
tivity must be brought to the elec-

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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I WENT TO A PAISLEY MEETING 
T H E voice could be heard 

f r o m the f a r side of the 
street as one approached the 
Ulster Hall, a power fu l , blud-
geoning voice, rol l ing out the 
accents of the Nor th for Big Ian 
himself, as his fo l lowers affec-
tionately call him, w a s tak ing 
the service tonight—that is to 
say, t h e Rev. Ian K. Paisley, 
Moderator of the Ulster Free 
Presbyter ian Church, bete-noir 
of official Uls ter Unionism, 
H a m m e r of the Papishes, Shield 
of the Gospel, Ter ro r of 
Romanism, Defende r of t h e 
Evangelical Fai th . 

Each Sunday evening this winter 
the Rev. Paisley is speaking in the 
Ulster Hall at 7 p.m. on the subject 
of Roman Catholicism. You won't 
read about his meetings in the 
Belfast papers because they no 
longer take his advertisements and 
the Government has given orders 
he is to have no publicity. I heard 
people in Belfast say : Paisley has 
faded out these days ; he is lying 
low after the troubles of last sum-
mer. One person even said he had 
had a nervous breakdown. 

But the man who speaks regu-
larly at the Ulster Hall — rented 
to him by a sympathetic Belfast 
Corporation—Sunday after Sunday 
is far from a nervous breakdown ; 
for there was no denying his fire, 
energy, conviction and oratorical 
brilliance. There was no denying 
either that the Ulster Hall was 
packed to hear him, both the 
spacious floor itself and the two 
i^reat balconies that run like em-
bracing arms from the giant organ 
that dominates the stage. 

There were at least 1,500 people 
present; while on the platform 
under the organ the Rev. Paisley 
stood before two microphones, with 
his giant frame planted on that 
self-same podium of Ulster from 
which Churchill, Carson a n d 
Craigavon had harangued the 
Unionist masses in the days of 
yesteryear. 
/ "VNE had to wait for an intermis-
^ sion before being allowed into 
the Hall, as the Reverend was 
taking the introductory prayers. 
When they were over late-comers 
could go in, one's hand being 
heartily pumped by a benevolent 
man at the door who stuck a hymn-
sheet into it. There was none of 
that timid loitering at the back 
wall either — that goes on in 
Catholic churches ; a steward effi-
ciently crooked a finger and I 
found myself in a seat well up in 
the middle of the Hall. 

The congregation now launched 
into one of the hymns numbered 
on the sheet. It was one of thoee 
splendid stirring hymns about 
Salvation, Sin and the Church 
Militant which they love to sing ih 
Belfast chapels. But the singing 
wasn't loud enough. The Reverend 
Paisley brought them to a halt and 
they began again. 

This time the sound smote the 
roof, and the Reverend seemed 
satisfied as he kept time with his 
arm while they sang the words of 
promise and defiance. We then sat 
down and there was a friendly, ex-
pectant look on the faces of the 
women around me as Rev. Paisley 
stepped again to the microphone 
It was what you might call a 
motherly proprietorial look; for 
this, after all, was their Ian, with 
his fleshy handsome face. They 
•settle themselves more comfortably 
in their seats. 

At first there were the announce-
ments. A petition of the Lord's 
Day Observance Society against 
bingo on Sundays was available for 
siKnature at the back of the Hall. 
The secretary of that particular 
body had slandered and traduced 
him all over England, said the 
Reverend, but they should back the 
Society nonetheless In Its work of 
defending the sacred character of 
the Lord's Day. 

Then there were details of seve-
1 al "Welcome Home" meetings for 
the gaolbirds, as Rev, Paisley called 
himself and his two clerical col-
leagues who had spent the summer 
m Crumlln Road gaol. These were 
mostly set for Orange Halls in dif-
I'irent parts of the North. He made 
several Jokes about life in prison 
' hich were greatly appreciated by 

present; for the Rev. Paisley 

A 'Popish9 gatecrashes the Ulster Hall and 
hears Paisley9s fantastic ranting 

has a sense of humour, though of a 
rather heavy kind. He then opened 
the huge black Bible in his hand 
and read the lesson for his sermon. 
HPHE lesson was taken from the 

L Book of Genesis and the ser-
mon which was unique and unre-
peatable, was about Adam and 
Noah and Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and Moses; and of how each 
of these patriarchs and prophets 
of old had been tempted by the 
Tempter; and how in each case 
the temptation was a type and 
figure of the Mother of Tempta-
tions, the Great Beast that de-
filed the Temple, the Whore of 
Babylon who had enslaved the 
chosen people, namely the Roman 
Catholic Church with all its works 
and pomps and deceitful doctrines. 

It was strong stuff and its hour-
long and tumultuous course proved 
that in detailed exegesis of the 
Bible the Rev. Pais'.ey is a master. 
From Genesis to the Book of Reve-
lations he wandered freely, but it 
was clear that it was when he 
reached the latter book he was on 
his most familiar and sympathetic 
ground. 

The Apocalypse has always pro-
vided food for prophets and for 
this modern Ulster prophet of anti-
Catholicism it proves rich indeed. 
To him the central figure of the 
Apocalypse, the Great Beast or 
Babylon, is none other than the 
Roman Catholic Church itself, and 
he interprets the modern Ecumeni-
cal Movement as the extension of 

the rule of the Great Beast over 
all the tribes of earth that is fore-
told in the Apocalypse for the 
latter days of the world. 

This work of the Great Beast is 
being forwarded by all its countless 
servants, who include in varying 
order of iniquity Captain Terence 
O'Neill, the World Council of 
Churches, the Free State Govern-
ment, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury and Mr. Harold Wilson. But 
behind the threat of the rule of 
the Beast there is a promise; for 
the Rev. Paisley promises that the 
reign of the Beast will be followed 
by the millenium, when the Beast 
will be chained in the bottomless 
pit and the elect of the Lord will 
reign in glory. 

The Rev. Paisley and his fol-
lowers plainly number themselves 
as among the elect. It is by no 
merit of his or theirs that they 
have been so numbered. But the 
Lord has chosen to favour them; 
Praised be the Lord! They seemed 
in little doubt either that when the 
millenium comes the elect of the 
Lord would choose to reign from 
Belfast! 

It was a heady and dramatic 
vision. What man of imagination 
could resist it on a Belfast Sunday 
night with the pubs closed and the 
cinemas closed and the dance-halls 
closed and a cold winter wind 
sweeping down the streets and the 
necessity upon everyone to turn to 
the things of the spirit? 

I \OCTRINALLY the Rev. Pais-
ley's Protestantism is of the 

purest Reformation Calvinistic 
kind. Man is saved by faith, not 
works; God saves and damns irres-
pective of Man's efforts. The Free 
Presbyterian Church of Ulster is a 
Church of the elect and it is clearly 
not an easy Church to become a 
member of. One has to undergo a 
personal experience of conversion, 
be interviewed and tested by the 
Rev. Paisley himself and then be 
voted upon by the meeting of elders 
of the Church. It is a pure and 
tightly-knit body. 

The Rev. Paisley's strength and 
much of his appeal lies in his fun-
damentalist Protestantism in a city 
where fundamentalism has always 
been very strong. "We need no 
priests or human mediators be-
tween the soul and God," he cries; 
"God comes to us without inter-
mediary or the sanction of any 
earthly power. We do not need 
sacraments and masses; we do not 
need images and holy water; we 
do not hold up a pancake like the 
Catnolics do in the middle of their 
Mass and bow before it and call it 
God!" He is perceptive in his judg-
ment of the Ecumenical Movement: 
When the Churches strive towards 
unity it is the strongest of them 
will dominate the others, he warns, 
and the strongest is the Church of 
Rome! 

But the mixture of religion and 
politics is a dangerous poison. The 
contempt and hatred of Catholicism 

is patent, the hostility to Catholics 
is deep and fed by the most lurid 
images and fabricated mythology. 
The equation is constantly ham-
mered home: Protestantism-Ulster-
the Union; Catholicism-The Free 
State-Rule by Rome. The sermon is 
liberally sprinkled with cheap anti-
Catholic gibes. 

"Now there must be plenty of 
trade unionists in this hall tonight. 
Don't let them go away saying Ian 
Paisley is against the workers. 
Some people would like to spread 
that about, but I believe that trade 
unions are necessary to bargain 
for good wages and conditions. I 
would like to tell some of those 
trade unionists, however, who go 
on about Ian Paisley, that they 
would be better employed going up 
to the Good Shepherd Convent and 
organising the slaveys in the 
laundry there. That would give 
them something worthwhile to do. 
Why don't you trade unionists tell" 
your leaders and officials that? 

"And we know all about those 
Roman priests. Have you heard 
the story of Maty O'Keefe, as 
Roman Catholic a name as you 
could get. She was kept an orphan 
in one of those convents until one 
day one of the priests they have 
always got wandering about made 
indecent advances to her. When she 
wouldn't have anything to do with 
him he kicked her down the con-
vent stairs and dislocated one of 
her bones. When she ran away one 
of the good Protestant people who 
took her in brought her to me. We 
gave her refuge and since then she 
has become a convert to the true 
faith. I can tell you those nuns 

(Continued on Page Six) 

Miss Enid Lakeman speaks in Dublin 
V j l S S ENID L A K E M A N of 
1 the Electoral Re fo rm Soci-
ety is a redoubtable campaigner . 
She knows more about the 
mechanics of democracy—elec-
t ions and electoral systems— 
than most other people living. 
She is a persuasive advocate of 
the mer i t s of P.R., as used in 
the 26-county general elections, 
as a fa i r method of electing 
publ ic representat ives. 

In 1959 Miss Lakeman was active 
in foiling the attempt made then 
by Mr. De Valera to abolish P.R. 
and replace it by the British "flrst-
past-the-post" method of election. 
This would have given Fianna Fail 
a permanent monopoly of power in 
the twenty-six counties and vir-
tually eliminated Labour and other 
small parties from the Dail. 

In the next few years Fianna 
Fail, this time supported by Fine 
Gael, is likely to have another try 
at abolishing P.R. A committee 
set up to examine the constitution 
and, dominated by the two major 
parties, may well propose another 
referendum to do away with it. 
Miss Lakeman is wide awake to 
the new danger and she spoke in 
Dublin recently at a symposium 
organised by the Wolfe Tone 
Society to examine various aspects 
of "Bunreacht na hElreann"—Mr. 
De Valera's Constitution of 1937. 

JHE had Just come down from a 

From our own Correspondent 

s week in the North which had 
convinced her more than ever that 
the abolition of P.R. there in the 
1920s had been a disaster and that 
its retention in the twenty-six 
counties was vital. There was now 
a move to destroy It by introducing, 
not indeed the six-counties system 
(under the euphemism of the 
"straight vote") but what is equally 
misleadingly called "P.R. in single-
member constituencies," which 
would be acceptable to Fine Gael 
But to speak of such a system Is 
absurd, for there can never be any-
thing proportional about the elec-
tion of one person 

What is mean by "P.R in single-
seat constituencies" is the system 
now used in Irish by-elections, when 
one man is elected for a con-
stituency, and Miss Lakeman pro-
duced some illuminating figures to 
show how unfairly this could work: 
She gave the figures for the six by-
elections to the 17th Dail. fts fol-
lows:— 

F.F. F.G. Lab. Others 
Votes . 95,811 86,842 36,588 4,195 
Seats 2 3 1 0 

For just six seats this is not so 
serious, but imagine applying it to 
the whole Dail! No system of elect-
ing only one person from each 
constituency can possibly be fair, 
for it can lead to a person being 
elected who gets less than half the 
votes, the majority of votes need 
have no effect on the result, and 
voters have no possibility of choice 
between different candidates of the 
same paf ty . 

As she put it. at present the 
people of the twenty-six counties 
have a free choice of whom they 
want to represent them and cer-
tainty that the cbpice they express 
will be reflected in the result of an 
election. The public should not fall 
for any confidence tricks designed 
to rob them, of this power. 
ITHHOUGH it is . widely believed 

that the Committee on the 
Constitution has been established to 
spearhead a new attack on P.R. the 
Wolfe Tone Society saw no reason 
why it should not be urged instead 
to urge changes In some aspects of 
the Constitution which all Irish 
democrats find obnoxious. 

One of these is the section deal-
ing with the ban on the sale of 
birth-control devices and the pro-
visions on divorce in the 
twenty-six counties. Mr. Rlsteard 
O'Glaisne, editor of the Protestant 
journal "Focus," took part in the 
symposium to give a Protestant 
viewpoint. As a republican he 
pointed out that a united Ireland 
would need an entirely new Consti-
tution and that the provisions on 
contraception and divorce that Mr. 
De Valera incorporated in his Con-
stitution of 1937 were an infringe-
ment of the views and rights of 
twenty-six-county Protestants, as 
well as an obstacle to unity with the 
Protestants of the North. 

He was asked why the southern 
Protestants accepted these clearly 
discriminatory measures. The De 
Valera Constitution, he said, had 
been submitted to the Protestant 
Bishops at that time and they did 
not kick up a row about these pro-
visions. He thought they had been 
excessively timid in not doing so 
Perhaps this was due to their 
having an Inverted bad conscience 
about Protestant treatment of 
Catl|olics in Ireland In the past, so 

that the Bishops were grateful that 
the new Constitution was not even 
more Catholic in character and 
discriminatory against Protestants 
than it actually was. 

There was also the clause in the 
Constitution about the "special 
position" of the Catholic Church as 
"the guardian of the faith of the 
majority of the population." Mr. 
O'Glaisne said that many people 
regarded this as a mere statement 
of fact, conferring no special pre-
rogatives on the Catholic Church; 
but even though this was so he 
said that the phrase was unneces-
sary and a cause of offence to some 
Protestant Irishmen. 

He recognised, however, that 
apart from the matters mentioned, 
Southern Irish Protestants had been 
fairly treated and in no way dis-
criminated against by their non-
Protestant countrymen in the 
South; this was more than could 
be said for the treatment of the 
Catholic minority in the six coun-
ties. 
r p H E De Valera Constitution and 
* Civil Liberties was discussed 

by Mr. Seamus Sorohan, B.L. In 
this area the Constitution was full 
of high-flown sentiments and lofty 
aspirations about the right to free 
speech, freedom of assembly and as-
sociation, and so on, but frequently 
what it gave in one clause it took 
away in another. All of these civil 
rights were "subject to the main-
tenance of good order and 
morality." 

That was fair enough; most writ-
t e » constitutions had some such 
proviso, but in the case of the 
twenty-six county state the l e a n -
ing of these words had been so 
stretched as to allow the Offences 
Against the State Act to remain on 
the Statute Book for almost thirty 
years to deal with a "state of emer-
gency'" that had technically existed 
since 1939. This Act derogated from 
civil liberties in many vital respects. 
At any time the Government could 
declare that a "state of emergency" 
Justifying special legislation existed 
—without even consulting the Dail 

and intern whomever it wanted 
without charge or trial. 

Most governments had emergenc-. 
legislation of some kind. but 
usually the circumstances in which 
It could be brought into force were 
very strictly defined and controlled 
and Parliament usually had to give 

its consent beforehand. Not so 
here. 
r p H E twenty-six counties state 

was now bound by the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights, 
to which we were signatories. This 
laid down quite clearly the circum-
stances that constituted a genuine 
"state of emergency." It must be 
some situation "threatening the life 
of the nation." Blowing up Nelson's 
Pillar or the planting of a bomb 
was not exactly such, though many 
had wanted the Offences Against 
the State Act invoked in-connection 
with these incidents last year. To-
day Irish citizens could bring a case 
against their Government at the 
European Court if the Government 
did not abide by the European Con-
vention. In some countries, as in 
Holland and Austria, the terms of 
the Convention had been made part 
of the domestic law of the land and 
this had greatly strengthened the 
legal bulwarks defending our civil 
liberties. 

The following resolution was 
passed at the symposium's conclu-
sion: "This meeting of citizens 
called by the Dublin Wolfe Tone 
Society warns the Irish public that 
any proposals for the abandonment 
of P.R. emanating from the Dail 
Committee on the Constitution 
would be a blow to democracy in 
Ireland, would be aimed at preserv-
ing the hegemony of the two rt>ain 
political parties over the political 
life of the state, would gravely 
weaken minority parties and would 
lead to a rise in tension in the com-
munity as minority Interests could 
not receive adequate and fair ex-
pression 

"It urges the Bail Committee to 
make proposals for the revision of 
the Constitution so far as the pro-, 
visions on birth control and divorce 
are concerned, as these at present 
violate the conscience and views of 
Irish Protestants and are a major 
obstacle to the reunification of the 
country. 

"It urges also that the European 
Convention on Human Rights, to 
which Ireland is a signatory, should 
be made part of the domestic law 
of the land, as in Holland and 
Austria, and that the situation 
should be ended whereby the 
country has been In a "state of 
emergency" since 1939, so that the 
Government can bring into force 
emergency legislation w h i c h 
seriously infringes civil liberties 
whenever it wishes." 
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flFICTTBSfTP" 
THE BOLD RAPPAREE 

U E came o'er the hills at the dawning of day, 
" With his troopers and clansmen in battle array 
'Mong his clansmen the proudest and bravest was he— 
Oh ! the chief of them all was the bold Rapparee ! 

I saw him at eve, when the battle was o'er, 
And the sheen of his green was all ruddy with gore ; 
But I knew by his bearing unconquered was he 
In the cause of his country—the bold Rapparee. 

Oh sweet was the promise he whispered me when 
We mournfully parted adown in the glen ; 
He vowed he'd come back when the old land was free, 
And claim me his bride, did the bold Rapparee. 

My mother she chides when I mention his name 
And tells me to wed, for his riches and fame 
A soft Saxon lordling of noble degree 
But my heart's o'er the hills with my own Rapparee. 

Oh I wish I was back once again in my home 
Among the green woodland* of sunny Tyrone 
To roam through the meadows Hght-hearted and free 
And bask in the smile of my bold RajHJaree. 

God bless his bright banner, where'er 'tis unrolled ! 
May victory smile on his flag as of old, 
Till the false-hearted foe men are sunk in the sea, 
Arid freedom and love bless my bold Rapparee! 

—WILLIAM COLLINS. 

BEAN AN FHIR RUA 
a- bhruintwal gan smal a bhfuil an deallradh (teas i do ghrua, 

8e'rv buachaillin ban a b'fhearr liom seal leat dha lua; 
N» chellfe me ar each fios m'abhair is go Mtfuill me faol ghruaim; 
Ach d'akineoin feara Fail Si mo ghra geal nean an fhir rua. 

Is nuair a theimse thart sios, bim i bpriosun ceangailte crua, 
Boitai ar mo chaol is na mllte glas as sin suas. 
Mar # HMuWirmlnnse an sithiu mar * tiubhradH an eala thar cuan 
No go- sinftrm mo thaobh seal sios le bean an ftiir rua. 

Tabhair litir uaim scriofa sios go barle oho is cuain 
Ag an gcailin beag caoin a bhfuil na caorthai tri lasadh 'na grua, 
Mar sorttsfad Si an draei Is ta na mitte fear lei dha lua, 
Atflf glao misneaob, a Bhrid, (s nl baol uit feasta an fear rua. 

MM* thelghe* me de'n tsaol seo choicin is nar ohaillidb me an greann 
NO go mW m# 'gus mo mhian seat sinte faoi bharrai na gcrann, 
Gen ehtoeach bee a Mteith 'nar ngaebhar aoh coitigh fraoigh 'gus 

dwWeabhar na gcraebh, 
jg en' fear rue a bheith shite i gCill Bhrtde is leao ar a cheann. 

Tk or*nn ins sin ngairdin ar a bhfassann dutlleabhar is blath buf, 
I* iMMht e leagim mo lamh air neeh laldir nach bpleascann mo ohroi? 
S» a iHarrfalnn de spas ar to Ard-ri o fhaithis anuas 
A«n a«>V pftolgln ariihain is a fhell o Miean* an fhir rua. 

TONE'S GRAVE 
I N Bodenstown churchyard there is a green grave, 

And wildly around it the winter winds rave ; 
Small shelter I ween are the ruined walls there 
When the storms sweep down on the plains of Kildare. 
Once I lay on the sod that lies over Wolfe Tone, 
And thought how he perished in prison alone, 
His friends unavenged, and his country unfreed— 
"Oh bitter," I said, "is the patriot's meed— 
"For in him the heart of a woman combined 
With a heroic life and a governing mind— 
A martyr for Ireland — his grave has no stone — 
His name seldom named, and his virtues unknown." 

I was woke from my dream by the voices and tread 
Of a band, who came into the home of the dead ; 
They carried no corpse, and they carried no stone, 
And they stopped when they came to the grave of Wolfe Tone. 
They were students and peasants, the wise and the brave, 
And an old man who'd known him from cradle to grave, 
And children who thought me hard-hearted, for they 
Cn that sanctified sod were forbidden to play. 

But the old man who saw I was mourning there, said, 
"We oome, sir, to weep where young Wolfe Tone was laid, 
And we're going to raise him a monument, too— 
A plain one, yet fit for the simple and true." 
My heart overflowed, and I clasped his o ld hand, 
And I blessed him, and blessed every one of his band; 
"Sweet, sweet 'tis to find that such faith can remain 
To the cause, and the man so long vanquished and slain." 
In Bodestown churchyard there is a green grave, 
Arid freely around it the winter winds r a v e -
f a r better they suit him—the ruin and the glbom— 
Till Ireland, a nation, can build him a tomb. 

GOODBYE, 
RURSHEEN 
DtTCKIN 

I N the days I went a-courtin' 
* I was never tired resortin' 
To the alehouse and the playhouse 
And many a house beside; 
But I told my brother Seamus 
I'll be off now and grow famous 
And before I come home again 
I'll roam the world wide. 
O! I courted girls in Blarney, 
In Kanturk and Klllarney, 
in Passage arid in Queenstown, 
I mean the Cobh of Cork; 
But I'm tired of all this pleasure 
So now I'll take1 my leisure 
And the next time that you hear 
'Twill be a letter from New York. 

So goodbye, Mursheen Durkin, 
Sure I'm sick and tired of workin' 
No more I'll dig the praties, 
No longer I'll be fooled: 
But as sure as my name's Corney 
I'll be off to Californy 
And instead of diggin' praties 
I'll be diggin' lumps of gold. 

S i m FEIN DISCUSSES ABSTENTION 
A T the yearly Ard Fleis of 

Sirin Fein in Moran's Hotel, 
DQblin, there was a strong sense 
atriong the delegates that in the 
year of the 1M6 anniversary 
and the Free Trade Agreement 
with Britain, theirs was a great 
responsibility to oppose the 
complete sell-out of the Irish' 
nation. 

There has been a big increase '.n 
the number of branches in the Six 
Counties, from which there was a 
large contingent of delegates. 

bU presidential address Mr. 
Tnman Mac Giolla expressed the 
oppmKIgb of Sinn Fein to the 
twenty-six counties Government's 
policy of economic integration with 
Britain. "This would be doubly 
suicidal for the Irish nation." he 
said* "It would be disastrous for our 
economy and disastrous lor our 
national culture " _ 

Delegates debated housing prob-
lem® and the work of Sinn Fein 
members in Tenants' Associations. 

Ifc was dtfeided that in future Sinn 
F«fca councillors should be per-
mitted to- take part in the election 
of cihatrmen. Hitherto they have 
been debarred from doing this on 
the grotirftJs that it might entail 
political trafficking with members 
of Other parties on Corporations 
a n d Councils. As a result it has 
frtfqvently hapoened that an ob-
vietuflY bod choice has been elected 
tctfce chair 

The conference discussed organ-
iMtftonai Work for thr local autho-
rity eiecttons this year. It was de-
cided tfr send' up as many candi-
date* mf possible and that candi-
dates should seek to involve them-

selves to the fullest extent in local 
issues. 
T T was decided to organise a series 

of educational conferences for 
members of Sinn Fein during the 
coming year to bring members up 
to- date on new policies within the 
movement and to seek to organise 
more effectively republican partici-
pation in local economic and social 
struggles. 

There was a lively debate on a 
motion, which came from republi-
cans in the six counties, that Sinn 
Fein should enter Leinster House. 
The Northerners claimed that they 
were prevented from entering either 
Sfcorhiont or the local authorities 
in the six counties by the Oath of 
Allegiance which they would have 
to take, but that there was no such 
obstacle before Republicans in the 
South. The arguments for and 
against abstention were gone over 
and the point was made amon| 
others- that entry into Leinster 
House might jeopardise ihe ulti-
mate national objective of obtaining 
an independent sovereign republic 
because of the difficulty of putting 
T.D.s under a revolutionary disci-
pline and preventing them from 
engaging in opportunist horse-
trading with the other political 
parties for personal advantage. 
Eventually the resolution was with-
drawn. 

The question of the |>osition of 
the republicans in the six counties 
refusing participation in local 
authorities because of the Oath of 
Allegiance was passed to the Sinn 
Fein Ard Chomliairle It is likely 
that-as a result of this the northern 
republicans will seek to launch a 
campaign to secure the withdrawal 

of the Oath of Allegiance as a con-
dition of membership of local 
authorities because of the grave in-
fringement of civil rights this con-
stitutes. At present the Unionists 
in the North draw up the rules of 
the political fight so that they can 
prevent the republicans from 
taking part, as the republicans 
abide by these rules. 

t h e fottowrtng were elected to 
the Sinn Fein Ard Chomhalrle at 
the conclusion of the Conference. 
U ach tart n—Tomas Mae GioHa; J 
Lea»-ua«htaran—Joe Clarke and 
Larry Grogan; Runalthe—Malrln i 
de Buroa and Eamonn Thomas; ! 
CtsttoM—Nlall Fagan and Tony 
RuaIne; Baill Cathal Gouldlng, ! 
Sean O'Bradaigh, Tom Mitchell, j 
Seamus Costello, Roy Johnston, 
Frank Driver, Sean Stephenson, 
Frank McGtade. 

The star of the 
County Down 
NEAR to BanbridgoTown in 

the County Down, 
On a morning in July, 

Down a boreen green, came a 
sweet colleen, 

And she smiled as she passed 
me by. 

She looked so near from her 
two white feet 

To the sheen of her nut-
brown hair, 

Sure, the coaxing elf, I'd to 
shake myself, 

To make sure I was really 
there. 

Chorus: 
From Bantry Bay up to Derry 

Quay, 
From Galway to Dublin 

Town-; 
No maid I've seen like the 

brown colleen 
That l: met In the County 

Down. 

As she onward sped, I shook 
my head,. 

And r gazed- with * feeling 

And I said, said I, to a passer-
by: 

"Who's the maid with the 
nut-brown Hair?" 

rte smiled a t me, and with 
pride said he: 

"That's the gem In Ireland's 

I 

(Continued from column five) 
pounds from individual services and 
meetings. 

In Belfast today and throughout 
the Nortlr the supporters of Rev. 
Paisley are busy organising them-
selves in factories, business enter-
prises and trade unions. They seem 
to be deliberate in their aim of 
subverting the trade union move-
ment by seeking to divide it on 
sectarian lines. 

At the local elections next year 
the Paisley movement will make a 
strong bid for greater influence on 
the local authorities. As unemp'oy-
ment and economic crisis extends 
in Ulster as a consequence of the 
British Government's policies it 
would be foolish for people in 
Britain or the twenty-six counties 
to think that they have heard the 
last of the Rev. Ian K. Paisley. 

Young los t* MoCiiwrfrom the 
t h i Barm, 

She's the Star of the county 
Down." 

I've travelled a Wt, but never 
was hit, 

Since my roving oareer be-
gan; 

But lair and square I surren-
dered there 

To the charm6 of young Rose 
McCann. 

With a heart to let, and no 
tenant yet, 

Did I meet with in shawl or 
gown. 

But in^she went and I asked 
no rent 

From the 8tar of the County 
Down. 

At the harvest fair, she'll be 
surely there. 

And I'll dress in my Sunday 
clothes; 

And I'll try sheep's eyes and 
deludherin' lies, 

On tho heart of the nut-
brown Rose; 

No pipe I'll smoke, no horse I'll 
yoke, 

Though my plough with rust 
turnt brown, 

Till a smiling bride by my own 
fireside. 

Sits the Star of the County 
Down. 

BELIEVE ME, IF ALL 
THOSE ENDEARING 

YOUNG CHARMS 
Thomas Moore 

Believe me, if all i>tose endear-
ing young charms 

Which I gaze on so fondly 
today, 

Were to change by tomorrow, 
and fleet in my arms, 

Like fairy gifts fading away. 
Thou would'st stilt be adofd, as 

this moment thou art, 
Let thy loveliness fade as it 

will, 
And around the dear ruin each 

wish of my heart 
Would entwine itseff ver-

dantly still. 
It is not while beauty and 

youth are thine own, 
And thy cheeks unprofaned 

by a tear, 
That the fervour and faith of 

a soul can be known, 
To which time wHi Hut make 

thee more tffear! 
No; the heart t ha t has truly 

loved never forgets, 
But as truly loves on to the 

olose; 
As the sunflower turns on her 

god when ha sets, 
The same loolr which she 

turned when1 he rose! 

PAISLEY MEETING 
(Continued from Page Five) 

were surprised one day when they 
saw Mary O'Keefe and myself 
standing at the convent door when 
we came around to take her 
effects!" 

And so on and so on; they drank 
it in and believed- it all. "God bless 
you, Ian," murmured ar decent Bel-
fast working woman sitting n e x ^ o 
me as the sermon moved-to its end 
and the Rev. Paisley sat ckJwn. 
r p H E 1,500 people who filed slowly 

out of the hall into the dark-
night — what did they think? Most 
of them, I should say, believed 
every word they had heard: Some 
may have been able to' separate the 
truth from the falsehood-, and there 
were no doubt some who were 
simply curious. Certainly few went 
out any better than- when they 
came in. For two hours they had 
heard no charitable word, got no 
new insight into the lives of their 
neighbours, felt no urging of com-
passion or friendliness tb Others, no 
greater tolerance of those who 
differed from them in Be'.ief, no 
better appreciation even of the dis-
tinction between the sirtrier and the 
sin. 

Politically they had had their 
minds shut tighter and" their pre-
judices more confirmed! They were 
more closed than ever to the idea 
that what may seem a Bizarre and 
wrong belief to some Could be 
meaningful, sensible and a source 
of strength £b others, "they were 
more tightly cldd in tiie aTmour of 
their hostility, suspicion and con-
tempt of their CaChOUc fellow-
citizens and fellow Christians. 

The crowd that' flled" frOm the 
hall was a cross-section Of working-
c'.ass and lower-middle class Bel-
fast. There were few professional 
people there, not' many from the 
Malone Ro&d. There were about, 
three-fifths women Co two-flfths 
men, and they ranged frbm the old 
age pensioners to tiny' tofe. "There 
were plenty of teenagers, young 
fresh-faced boys and' girls with big 
Bibles under their Arms and an 
innocent, guileless look on faces 
which bore no trace of make-up. 
testifying in the case <Vf the girls 
to their Evangelical or Low Church 
background. They too are part of 
the youth of Ireland. 
pERHAPS what these young 
' people heard would' not stand 

up very long to the test' of experi-
ence outside. But there were far 
more of them there that iVight than 
six months before when this writer 
last attended one of the Rev. 
Paisley's services in his church on 
the Ravenhill Road! The Congrega-
tion then wae about one-third of 
the number present in the Ulster 
Hall; there has been a 2(K)' per cent 
increase in half a year. 

Indeed the move to the Ulster 
Hall for regular services — Sunday 
morning as well as evenings 

-was made necessary by the in-
ability of the huge numbers to get 
into the smaller place. A new 
church is now being built by the 
Free Presbyterians and" the details 
of collections for it given at the 
Ulster Hall service were Impres-
sive — running into hundreds of 

(Continued column three) 
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IRELAND AND THE SEA 
{ )NE of the most cur ious and 

interest ing products of the 
1916 jubilee has been published 
by t h e Mar i t ime Ins t i tu te of 
Ireland, though for some un-
explained reason it bea r s no 
price, so tha t those w h o send 
for it to the Ins t i tu te (at Dun 
Laoire) can presumably expect 
a pro forma invoice for their 
order . 

It consists of an introduction 
bringing to the fore again, and not 
before time, 'the extreme importance 
of the sea to any island people, 
followed by an examination of the 
role of the mariner in the develop-
ment and fate of the Rising. 

Obviously the sea is to be 
thanked that Ireland has not suf-
fered .the ,fate of Scotland or Wales 
at the hancu of the English im-
perial assimilators. Possibly the 
Navigation Acts of the eighteenth 
century, and the economic hundred 
years' war of the Union, were most 
responsible for Ireland having, 
comparatively speaking, so little in-
terest in the sea that only in re-
cent i'ears has there been a serious 
attempt to ljuild up a sizeable mer-
cantile .marine. Yet if English in-
tervention .had not happened, Ire-
land could be expected to possess 
a fleet comparable with those of 
Greece or Norway. 

Attention to this question is 
even w jinsufficient. For example 
take tjxe ,niM.ter of food. Jt is pos-
sible ,tp eat more varieties of fish 
in PuWin than in London. London 
fish is on the average fifteen days 
old when it is exposed for sale. In 
Dublin it is seldom more than three 
days .Qld. JWay? because small 
vessels catching a variety of fishes 
put iqto port -.every three or four 
days. JJow uneconomic, say the big 
monopolists. Yes, but the fish is " 
cheaper and better, for the Dub-
lin housewife. In any sane society 
that wpuld ,toe the main criterion. 

This diversion is not without pur-
pose. I recall receiving a letter 
from -the ,late Thomas Johnson, 
leader of the Irish Labour Party, 
when after forty years he had re-
turned to Ki«$ale for a holiday. He 
described his deep chagrin at see-
ing an empty harbour where, 
when he was a boy, it was almost 
possible to jump from deck to deck, 
and all sthe uiaste were waving and 
bobbing in 'tune. 

Anyone wUo 'has read Marmion's 
Ports of JUeUnd" will be aware of 

the tremendous maritime history 
Ireland possesses. The derelict 
warehouses of Westpoint speak for 
ihenjfirtyes. At Newport shippers 
used to Jffing in tea direct from 
India, package it on the quays, and 
send it by rail to London where it 
undercut tea transported direct— 
needless to say owing to the 
sweated labour of the daughters of 
the small ftiayo farmers. 

That is almost a century ago. 
But port after port has shrivelled 
Limerick and Sligo lost their direct 
lines to Liverpool. Now it is the 
turn of Derry and Cork, really big 
important ports, to feel the 
crunch. Yet look at the harbours. 
Look at Wexford. Surely a hover-
craft would take you from Dun 
Laoire thither by sea twice as fast 
as the decrepit railway line which 
C I.E. is dying to kill stone dead 
nny way. 

Look at the Shannon, and think 
of the vast continental canal6 that 
take huge t»rges inland from Ham-
burg and other European ports. The 
dependence on England, which 
means dependence on English 
banking and financial interests is 
strangling Irish maritime initiative, 
if Dr. Ireland has not t*aid all this, 
such are the thoughts his essay 
prompts and is bound to prompt in 
anybody with the slightest ac-
quaintance with the coasts of Ire-
land. Perhaps one of these days 
Dr. Ireland wHl give us the book 
that is needed on this subject, n 
maritime history of Ireland, with 
a progmrruhe fQr developing water 
11 ansport nud fishing. 

fTVHE specialist part of his essay 
raises important historical 

questions which of course the lay-
man must be modest in attempting 
to assess. The mystery of the 
Casement ship has been the subject 
of much romantic speculation. Dr. 
Ireland has done a mass of pains-
taking research, tracing various 
vessels that were encountered on 
the journey of the Aud and the 
submarine, and comparing the 
entries in their logs, which have 
been further checked against wea-
ther records. 

One important conclusion is that 
Captain Spindler mistook his posi-
tion off Tralee Bay, and that the 
vessel sighted by Captain Monteith 
could not have been the Aud. The 
author comes out very strongly in 
favour of the reliability of Captain 
Weisbach who commanded the sub-
marine which brought Casement 
home, and in consequence he is led 
to doubt the account given by Cap-
tain Spindler, despite his magnifi-
cent seamanship. 

The book is packed with interest-
ing and significant detail. It would 
"spoil" it for the reader to list more 
of it here. The photographs are 
interesting, especially the one show-
ing the group on the submarine. I 
don't know why Casement and Mon-
teith trysted Beverly. If he looked 
anything like his photograph in Dr. 
Ireland's book, put this reviewer 
down as one who wouldn't have 
given him spitting distance. But 
perhaps this is unfair. One could 
perhaps not look one's best under 
the circumstances. 

There are useful maps, extracts 
from various logs, and a "maritime 
chronology" of the month of, April 
1916. This book is to be strongly 
recommended. C.D.G. 

ESSAYS 
"Irish Country People," by Kevin 

Danaher, Mercier Paperback, 6s. 
TTOLUMES of essays are a rarity 
^ these days. The vogue in the 

printed word is rather for the flash 
of insight than for the reflective, 
the discursive or the whimsical. 
This book is a happy exception, 
dealing as it does with the kind of 
material more often found nowa-
days in radio and TV scripts. It 
demonstrates how adaptable the 
essay form is as a vehicle for an 
inquisitive and industrious writer. 

The topics covered in the twenty 
essays range over a wide field of 
history, folklore, mythology and 
archaeology. You can read of a 
six-mile traffic jam near Tailteann 
in the year 1168, just before the 
Norman Invasion. And the incident 
is authenticated by a reference to 
the Annals of the Four Masters. 

There is an erudite discussion of 
the polyglot origins of our family 
names and Christian names, an 
account of the games played at 
wakes, a history of Irish fairs, and 
so on. 
TUTR. DANAHER is an adept in 

the Art of concealing art. He 
ne^fir lapses into obtrusive pedantry 
whether he is investigating the 
mysteries of basket-weaving or 
currach building, tracing the in-
fluence of ancient curses, describing 
the secret breathing-language by 
which certain favoured people can 
converse with horses, or recording 
tales of Irish ships. Of course the 
book is not all recondite fact. There 
te a cbwming account of the 
author's boyhood among the hills 
• west Limerick tenderly evoked 
with an observant eye and a re-
tentive memory. 

There Is a good deal of nostalgia 
in the book. It Is not easy to sus-
tain the role of "laudator temporis 
actl" without becoming tedtoufc. 
But I think the author brings it 
off. Sensitive to the quintessential 
quality of Irish life he has in this 
short book recorded many of its 
facets with joying fidelity. 

SEAMUSTREACY 

THE FIRES OF EASTEK WEEK, 
By M. O'Dubhghail, MA. (Mercier Press), pp. 337, 42 -

T H I S book is not half as bad 
as the first impression it 

creates. With its romant ic title, 
and sprinkling of verse, its 
" foreword" (horrible German-
ism) by a dist inguished politi-
cian, and sub-title, "A Golden 
Jubi lee Anthology of the Easter 
Rising" (since when were jubi-
lees divided like weddings 
among the var ious metall ic ele-
m e n t s ? ) it certainly prepares 
the reader for the worst. 

What follows might better have 
been subtitled "A patriotic school-
master's browsings in nineteensix-
teeniana." But that would seem too 
old world. At least the "foreword'' 
should have explained how the book 
was constructed, why footnotes were 
sometimes in numbers, sometimes 
in letters, and why the various type 
laces and sizes were used in cross-
headings, quotations and so on. Of 
course, the reader can use his own 
brains and find out. But it would 
have been nice if the author had 
told him. 

IT has some of the features of 
glorified lecture notes. Thus in 

small type we get the author's state-

m e n t of fact which one c j n almost 
imagine his writing on the black-
board. Then in a readable small 
pica we get paragraphs a part in 
quotes, a part not. The small 
numeral at the end leads us to 
references, placed in the usual 
modern inconvenient way at the 
end, and after thumbing our way 
thither we see four to "David 
Greene, The shaping of modern 
Ireland, adapted from pages 76-79." 
We are not told what the process of 
adaptation consists of, or whether 
the quoted opinions are acceptable 
or not to the author whose work is 
"adapted." 

Such is the beginning, but the 
reader must keep continuously on 
the alert. Later on he may find 
reference numbers at the beginning 
of the quotation. At other times, 
after the quotations have been 
given, adapted or unadapted. he will 
find a bold cross-head "Corrective" 
or "Historical Revision." or 
"Resume," and we can imagine the 
pupils being told to write this down 
in a fair hand in their notebooks 
and underline it three times, and 
not to smudge. And there is no 
index. That would be cheating. 

To describe this as irritating is 
to put matters mildly. So also are 

CONTROVERSIAL O'CASEY 
THE WORLD OF SEAN O'CASEY." 

Edited by Sean McCann. 
Four Square Illustrated. Price 5/-. 

>'|AHE world of Sean O'Casey was 
J - replete with contradictions. 
Born a protestant in a predomi-
nently catholic country. Progressing 
from relative ^prosperity to abject 
poverty in his early forties. Vener-
ated in England and derided in 
•Ireland. Can •this book throw any 
light on the mysteries which sur-
round the life of the great 
dramatist? The greatest of all why 
did he leave Ireland, at the peak of 
his dramatic powers? 

Lady Gregory had played the 
most positive part in launching 
Sean O'Casey in his role of drama-
tist, she encouraged him and shared 
with him in the triumph of his first 
great plays, but the stumbling-
block caijie in the shape of "The 
Silver Tassie,J' rejected outright by 
William Butler Yeats. 

In "The Abbey Daze" Anthony 
Butler throws sopie light on the 
sub-conscious reason which led 
Yeats to reject th« play: "As he 
read "Ehe Silver 'JIassJe." he must 
have realised that ,©'Casey was 
challenging bim dp hte own ground 
and at the ppint where be, Yeats, 
was weakest. Thp play was 
dramatic pastry rftf e»tr»prdinary 
power and Kfts the field in 
which Yeats had , b ^ n a failure— 
in spite flf bis afljljiUflns." 

VW.Ui his three plays, "Shade* 
of a Gunman," "Juno and the Pay-
cock" and "Th« Plough and the 
Stars" O'Caseiy helped to revitalise 
the Abbey Theatre. 

Jp "Th» Grout flocaaions" by 
Honal Dorcey we read that Sean 
Q'.Casey was paid less than £A 
(fj>ur PiMiwto) > by the Abbey 
Theatre for the flrst play accep-
ted by them "ShMtflW of a Gun-
man," and In the same paragraph: 
"Years afterwards Yeats told 
O'Casey that his plays had saved 
the Abbey frpn? ^extinction " 

Yet, .In a sense, the playwright 
nevqr left Ireland — even irf exile, 
first in Liondon, and then in Devon, 
his mlpd and hie emotions re-
mained tied to .his native land 
Some of the more light-hearted 
moments In these contributions 
occur when O'Caaey addresses his 
Irish vjsltorg In the Gaelic tongue 
—tp the consternation of those of 
his critics who might try to fault 
him for lack of patriotism. 

The ftftean eeaayg contained in 
this book h v » wealth »f. 
«emett«*» aapUwifctory. de-
tali about the f^iwilflMt. Que of 
the writers spenjja J&n pages In ex-
plaining thflt O'Capej' was not born 
in a tenement, or haunted by 
poverty, only to eondude his argu-
ment with these words: "I am con-
vinced -that the basic Illusion of 
the O'Casey saga is faotpadly 

threadbare, but it would be futile 
to deny that in later life he did 
suffer poverty. Dlness and unem-
ployment reduced him to a 
wretched condition around 1913, 
but this was the common lot of 
many Dublin workers in those 
days." 

The matter of O'Casey's politics, 
what class he belonged to, why he 
was unemployed, what part he 
played in the Troubles, ,etp-. are 
unimportant beside the fact that 
his genius lay in the theatre, in 
his role of playwright, his capa-
city to infuse life into words: that 
was his profession — and it was 
more than a full-time job for any 
man. 

In 1961 when the Mermaid 
Theatre put on a week of O'Casey 
plays, I was present at "Hie 
Bishop's Bonfire," and can guaran-
tee that this play, which the -Dub-
lin critics slated, is one of the 
finest plays which has ever been 
presented on the London stage and 
bore the hall-mark of all O'Casey's 
plays — the capacity to bring an 
audience to life — even an English 
audience. 

There is nothing in the whole of 
European drama, Shakespeare in-
cluded, to compare with the first 
act of this play. Hardly would it be 
possible either to find a more 
sympathetic character in any play 
than that of the catholic priest. 
Father Boherpe, nor anyone more 
comical than "the Codger." 

That the play suddenly drops 
into stark melodrama, appears to 
be another dredging from the Dub-
lin well of unrequited love. But Ahe 
theatre was sold out and the audi-
ence caught up in the melody of 
words for "his words tore along like 
flood * rough 4 gorge, hub t fe 4pam 
and spray Ay In* from Mm deep, 
rushing stream-" 1 

Reeoncilation with the Abbey 1 

Theatre came in 1964. when the 
Abbey Players provided the only 
works in Bngliah to be performed 
during the World Theatre season 
at the Aldwych Theatre. 

In the words of R. M- Pox, con-
tributor of "Glxli Wat And Paaoa," 
—"the life of .Sean -O'Casey was a 
blend of tragedy and splendour, lor 
he was an authentic d i a w t l c 
gaolus." Tbis is the most genuine 
tribute to the playwright .to be 
found lh the book under review. 

In spite of the trials and trltap-
IfLtioos of bis life, one can distin-
guish in (be pattern uf the play-
wright's ^jppriences, tha t r l c b a w 
of texture which was later on to 
glow and sparkle in his jj&ys. 
"P ra i se the good Ui1m» J i b < w 

f l v V ' (O'Cmy) 
u m v h a u M . 

the mingled Latin tags and Ameri-
canisms. It is no doubt good 
teaching but such bad writing. Thus 
more than once we get "in medias 
res" (into the midst of things) 
used where one would expect the 
static "in mediis rebus." Yet along-
Side these marks of misdirected 
erudition, we have such indeter-
minate expressions as "cutting down 
to size" (to what size, pray?) and 
at the end of one long historical 
analysis in which pros and cons 
have been summoned before the 
bench and given a thorough cross-
examination, we have the televisory 
valediction "over to you to decide." 

It is like this all the way through. 
When certain passages are quoted 
in Irish, the reader is told that if 
he can't understand them, he should 
brush up his Irish till he can. 

A ND yet, and yet, I began to get 
* very interested in the book 

once I gave up all hope of reading 
it consecutively from cover to 
cover. It is a schoolmasterly but 
also quite a scholarly anthology. 
And if there is no profound thought, 
no new generalisation, nor indeed 
startling new, fact, yet here is a 
mass of information divided into 
chronological regions, and ar-

i ranged in a sort of • half-tabulated 
[ form. The author has done what 
I the historian has to do, but has pub-
; lished his notes instead of writing a 
| history. 

All the famous conundrums of the 
Rasing are stated and discussed in 
a businesslike way. The tabulated 
results make interesting reading 
even when given tautological titles 
like "Time and Action Sequence" or 
when they flare up as "Highlights of 
U>e I,R.B.-Eoin MacNeill Con-
frontation." 

The examination of such ques-
tions as that of the Castle Docu-
ment or the supposititious kidnap-
ping of Connolly is balanced and 
•detailed. The author is strongly of 
the opinion that the document was 
genuine, though in his pleading 
there is something of ignoratip 
elenchi. On the Connolly kidnap-
ping he remains sceptical, but sur-
prisingly enough has missed the let-
ter signed M.O'R. which Connolly 
must hflfce passed for the Worker^' 
Republi'before he left to meet tl>e 
I.R.B. leaders. He steers a judicious 
middle course between Brian O'Hig-
gins's total condemnation of Eo^i 
MacNeill and Professor Tierney's 
enthusiastic justification. 
r p H Q . facts are not always right. 

The Plough and the Stars flag 
is there <to be seen in the National 
Museum and one would hardly de-
scribe it as consisting of a "plough 
formed by stars on a blue back-
ground." This is "adapted" 4rom 
Mr. R. M. Pox. It would be bet-
ter to check it than adapt it. Then 
again the "Spark" and "Honesty" 
were not Connolly's papers. 

On balance the author gives an 
"old Fianna Fail" interpretation 
with none of the West-Britishisr» 
that has recently come to be im-
ported into stories qf the Jrfch 
struggle. He is weak on GonpeU* 
possibly from having so heavily re-
lied on uncertain secondly sojipew 
For example he appews -to beWeve 
that Coneolly began «6 a "jwwe 
socialist" without nationalist 
and speculates that .be fearped 
nationalism from P. T. Daly, Cathal 
O'Sb&nijop and William -O'Brien. 
He seems unacquainted with the 
.discussions on the relationship be-
tween nationalism and SQCiaU^gr 
which preceded the foundation ctf 
the I.S.R.P. Jin 1896-

If the author had only spent one 
more year on this book, it might 
have been one of the beet to be 
written on the subject of Easter 
week. It could have been tidied up, 
its Impression simplified and shar-
pened, and a literary presentation 
oould then have taken the place of 
the lecture note style. For aH *hat, 
it Is to be recommended, especially 
to -leeturers and speakers in the na-
tional movement, for at least they 
find one half of their work done for 
them. 

The book is printed In Holland, 
but on the whole roaches a high 
standard of accuracy and attrac-
tiveness. 

HjM. 
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INVITATIONS GO OUT 
FOR CONFERENCE 

HOPES OF A UNITED POLICY 

GERARD FITT, M.P. 

BEXLEY SQUARE 

MARTYERS? 
~|lf~ANCHESTER Branch of the 
-L'J- Connolly Association has taken 
the initiative in an e&ort to have 
a plaque placed at a ppint in Sal-
ford in the vicinity of the scene of 
the Execution of the Manchester 
Martyrs. 

The place suggested is Bexley 
Square, tHe central square of the 
city. 

I t is understood that the Asso-
ciation is undertaking to provide 
the plaque, and that a number of 
well-known artists are being con-
sidered for the commission if the 
the City Council agrees. Another 
suggested plaque is at the "Fenian 

SIX COUNTY 
REFORMS 

(Continued from page one) 

The editorial said that the changes 
"may also assist United Kingdom 
Ministers to keep the provincial 
affairs of Northern Ireland away 
from Westminster. 

Against the procedural odds 
a persistent group of Labour MP.s 
struggle to ventilate their allega-
tions of discrimination and electoral 
malpractices. Ministers have argued 
the superior wisdom of informal 
discussions with Captain O'Neill." 

COLD BLASTS 

What the Labour M.P_s and their 
supporters are more likely to de-
duce from Captain O'Neill's re-
forms, is that if he can be got to 
make a little reform rather than 
risk exposure to the cold blasts of 
Westminster, then the way to get 
a bigger reform is to blow the cold 
blasts a bit harder. 

If Harold Wilson said to him, 
"Now, Terry, my boys are getting 
jumpy over your ahennlgans; just 

.hand out a few concessions so I 
can keep them quiet awhile," both 
must know that what secured the 
reform was the agitation. 

This important turn of events 
should be weighed by those who 
were sceptical when the Connolly 
Association first proposed to assist 
the democratic people of Northern 
Ireland by agitating in England. 
They said It could not be done. But 
It has been -"The Times" ends up 
by saying that Mr. Wilson has now 
got something to point to. That is 
true. And so has the Connolly 
Association. 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd. 
(T.U.), Nottingham Rd., Ripley, 
Derbys., and published by Con-
nolly Publications Ltd., at 374 
Grays Ian Road, W.C.l. 

Gerry Fitt to speak first 

IN the closing days of the old year the "Irish Democrat" office was a scene of great 
activity as voluntary workers were completing the despatch of the first thousand 

invitations to the conference which takes place on February 25th. 
Title of the conference is "The 

Irish Question Today—a Chal-
lenge to Democratic Britain." 

National political parties and 
their 'youth movements have 
been invited, together with the 
main national trade unions and 
organisations for democratic 
action. 

The work now ahead lies in in-
viting the numerous regional, dis-
trict and local organisations, like 
trades councils and branches -of 
trade unions. 

What's the idea of this enormous 
effort of circularisation? 

The idea is to get together rep-
resentatives of the majority of the 
people and organisations interested 
in getting something done about 
the unsatisfactory situation in par-
tioned Ireland. 

If the conference is fully repre-
sentative in this way, then it may 
be possible to work out a common 
programme which all interested 
bodies will roughly adhere to. The 
fact that there are different organi-
sations competing with each other 
for membership and support will 
then NO LONGER MATTER, as all 
will be pointed in the same direc-
tion. 

NEW BOOKS 
'-THE "Irish Democrat" Office, at 
J- 374 Grays Inn Road, London, 
W.C.l., is open every Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the sale of Irish 
books. 

A large stock is available and a 
full list will be sent on request. 
Books can be ordered by post. 

NEW TITLES IN STOCK 
"Labour and the Republican 

Movement," by George Gilmore. 1/6. 
Post 5d. 

"Stone Walls," by M. J. O'Connor. 
An Irish Volunteer's experiences in 
Prison after the 1916 Rising. 7/6. 
Post 9d. 

"The Rose of Tralee," by John 
Caball. The story of a tradition. 2/6. 
Post 5d. 

"100 Songs, Ballads & Recitations 
of Ireland," including the story of 
the Fenian rescue ship, the 
Catalpa. 3/6. Post 6d. 

"128 Songs and Ballads of Ire-
land." 3/6. Post 6d. 

"The Teachings of James Con-
nolly," with a brief outline of his 
life, by Joseph Deasy. 1/-. Post 4d. 

"The World of Sean 0'Casey." 
Edited by Sean O'Casey. 5/-. Post 
9d. 

Many thanks 
rJpHE new premises fund has 

still not reached its target, 
and we are appealing to readers 
and friends to rush their dona-
tions to us, as we expect to move 
this month. 

Also we are asking readers to help 
during January and February by 
giving our official sellers an extra 
threepence for the paper. 

Every effort Is being made to pro-
vide a blighter and more authorita-
tive production, and meanwhile we 
offer sincere thanks to: S. Breen £3, 
A. G. Morton £5, E. McMorrow 
(card) £1 ios., P. Cronln £1, L. 
Mullally 10s., ji Breege (Plaid 
Cymru) St., S. Sevltt £1 15s., Offloe 
collecting box ITS., T. O'Byrne £1 
10s., 8. Meehan 15s., L. O'Doherty 
£1 12*. ed., P. J. Cunningham Ts. 6d., 
T. O'Nell (oard) £2 5s. The grand 
total now stands at £145 19s. 5d. 

Among those particularly inter-
ested in getting co-ordination among 
the organisations demanding re-
forms in the six counties may be 
particularly mentioned the two 
Manchester M.P.s, Mr. Paul Rose 
and Mr. Stanley Orme, who have 
been urging this upon the Man-
chester Connolly Association. 

They are among the sponsors of 
the conference, the full list of which 
is as follows:— 

House of Lords: Lord Brockway, 
Lord So per; 

House of Commons: Frank Allaun, 
Norman Atkinson, Alan Beaney, 
George Craddoek, Alice Cullen, 
James Dickens, Gwynfor Evans, 
Andrew Faulds, Gerard Fitt, Will 

Demograms 
'THE picture of Lord Mayor of 

Cork Michael O'Callaghan 
which the "Democrat" published 
last month was taken by Mr. J. 
Cashman in the City Hall away 
back in 1920. Mr. Cashman be-
lieves it may well be the only 
one extant. Owin^. to an inad-
vertency the picture was not 
credited to Mr. Cashman, and 
we regret the 'Omission, as well 
as the omission of the statement 
that the photograph was exclu-
sive. 

ft ft 
Over Britain and Ireland, Decem-

ber 1966 was one of the wettest and 
warmest for years. The long-range 
weather forecast for the month was 
"Cold weather during the greater 
part of December'' and "It will be 
much colder and drier than usual." 
Isn't it time this -expensive prestige 
lark was abandoned? 

ft ft ft 
Visitor to Duttlln over the New 

Year period was Dr. Samuel Leven-
son of Washington, who is thinking 
of writing a book about Connolly. 
He came to Dublin to meet friends 
and have a browse round the 
material available. Quite a number 
of people are ourrently working on 
Connolly, and tilts Is quite appro-
priate. Of all the? 1916 men he most 
oiearly pointed tf|» path to further 
development. 

ft - f t ft 

Mr. Sean Lemass is not likely to 
have to sleep out following his resig-
nation as Taoiseach last month. 
Since then he has'become a director 
of Waterford Glass, Ryans Tourist 
Holdings, and several other com-
panies. He has been co-opted to the 
board of Unidare Ltd., and ap-
pointed chairman of United Brewer-
ies of Ireland Ltfl., the new com-
pany formed to manage the affairs 
of Beamish & Crawford and the 
(English) Charrington Group in the 
twenty-six counties. Note the build-
ing up of mixed capitalism with 
British interests . dominant. Does 
this explain anything about the 
policy of Fianna fa i l? 

WHERE IS IT ? 
T H E pictures on Page One 

were botti taken in the Co. 
Clare. The handsome monument 
is erected in th^ town square of 
Kilrush and cojhmemorates the 
Manchester Martyrs In English, 
French and Irish. 

The plaque Is on the Galway 
road Just on the outskirts of 
Ennis, and was unveiled last 
Easter to commemorate the men 
of 1916. 

Griffiths, Eric Heffer, Joan Lestor, 
Leslie Lever, Arthur W. J . Lewis, 
Marcus Lipton, Eric Lubbock, 
Michael McGuire, K. McNamara, 
William Molloy, Christopher Nor-
wood, Maurice Orbach, Stanley 
Orme, Ben Parkin, Ivor Richard, 
Paul B. Rose, John Ryan, Julius 
Silverman, Ben Whitaker, Doctor 
Michael Winstanley, Victor Yates; 

Others: Mark Dignam, Harry 
Francis, Cahir Healy (Enniskillen), 
Alex Kitson, Ethel Mannin, Profes-
sor A. G. Morton, John Platts Mills, 
Professor B. Simon, Elizabeth Sin-
clair (Belfast), Professor George 
Thomson, Ron Whitely. 

The opening speaker will be Mr. 
Gerard Fitt, M.P., and the confer-
ence takes place on a Saturday 
afternoon in the large Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C.l. 

Among the issue to be discussed 
will be not only the allegations of 
serious misgovernment in the six 
counties of north-eastern Ireland, 
but the whole question of Anglo-
Irish relationships in the last third 
of the 20th century, with the 
general objective of finding a road 
towards the solving of the Irish 
problem by giving Ireland her full 
national rights. 

SIGN HERE! 
T N 1967 the Connolly Association is 

. anxious to Increase its member-
ship, establish many more new 
branches and raise the circulation 
of the "Irish Democrat." 

Everybody talks about the Con-
nolly Association, examines its 
policy, and achievements and 
realises its importance. But what do 
they really know about it? 

If you want to know more about 
it, then ASK US. Don't rely on 
other people's opinions! 

Perhaps you and your friends 
have discussed the Connolly Associa-
tion and Irish politics in general. 
Perhapfc during the tea break on a 
job, or in a bar after one of you 
has bought the "Irish Democrat," 
or perhaps at home over Sunday 
dinner. WHY NOT GET THEM 
TOGETHER AND INVITE A CON-
NOLLY ASSOCIATION SPEAKER 
Don't worry if you can only assemble 
them in someone's back room, or if 
there is only a wee handful. We 
will speak to anyone anywhere. 

In 1967 we want branches on the 
places where we are still weak. 
Scotland, Yorkshire for example, but 
especially Birmingham. This is the 
city in Britain with the second big-
gest Irish population, yet it Is vir-
tually dead as far as real live Irish 
politics are concerned. Our mem-
bers and Supporters in Birmingham 
face a special challenge. Could they 
not take another look at the pos-
sibility of getting the branch 
started, again? 

And In the meantime—here's the 
enquiry form below. 

LIVERPOOL 
MEETING ON 

SEAN O'CASEY 
"A/TISS OLIVIA MacMahon of 
1 Manchester addressed the 

Liverpool branch of the Con-
nolly Association on the subject 
of Sean O'Casey, at its Decem-
ber meeting which was well 
attended. 

Among those present were strong 
admirers of the playwright's work-
ing-class sympathy, but on the 
whole the Irish people present were 
critical. One contributor to the dis-
cussion described the three famous 
plays written before OOasey left 
Ireland as "a pack of lies" and 
pointed out that there was not a 
decent working - class character 
among the three of them, except 
for some of the womea The Dublin 
workers might consist solely of bums 
and misfits. 

It was agreed that the Connolly 
Association, which has already led 
the way in stimulating O'Casey 
studies, must press on with the full 
evaluation of this important and 
controversial figure. His greatness 
is not disputed. The question is, 
wherein does it lie? 

B ARRY 
(COntlnuec 

DESMOND 
(Continued from Page Pour) 

torate by a party with fire and 
courage in its belly. We can only 
do so by expanding the full-time 
staff of the party as our head-
office staff and organisation is no 
longer adequate for the professional 
politics of the sixties. In brief, the 
future is with the Labour Party if 
we only recognise that the policies 
and candidates we put to the elec-
torate in the past have been less 
than with the people of Ireland 
wanted." 

LIVERPOOL 
THURSDAY, 

JANUARY 26th 
At 8 p.m. 

TOM REDMOND 
On IRELAND AND 1967 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 

Central London Branch 
Meetings 

Every Wednesday 

Jan. 4th—Desmond Greaves: 
"Prospects for 1967." 

Jan. nth—Robert Heatleyi 
"Irish Banking System and 
Imperialism." 

Jan. 18th— Eamonn Mo Lough-
Ian: "How we brought the 
Irish Question back Into 
British Politics." 

Jan. 25th—Joseph Deighan: 
"Jim Larkln—his life and 
purpose." 

JOIN THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
FILL IN THIS FORM 

Please send me full particulars of how I can join the 
Connolly Association. 

Name 

Address 

Cut out and post to 374 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.l. 


