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Economic Act of Union 
fngiish tycoons 'invade' Dublin 

and fifty English big-businessmen swooped down on Collins-
like a cloud of blue-bottles the weekend after Sean Lemass 

independence away to Harold Wilson in the biggest capitula-
ct of Union. 

Boys jailed for a year 
Special Powers Act 

THE Standing Committee of the Connolly Association has 
1 «a!lod for protests against the vteious sentences imposed 

on five Belfast youngsters, aged seventeen to nineteen, who 
were held itp by the R.U.C., charged with possessing two 
bayonets among the five of them, and of being "members of an 
illegal organisation." 

Ml t e one sent no appreciable threat to 
... S l l l p r the -your regime, and rather provide 

f w m i U l you with an opportunity to cry 
TO O'NEtU. wolf and rally your supporters. 

Q N E h 
^ town 
signed Irish 
tion since 

These tyMtfcs and their high-powered takeover operators 
were attraatedfly reports that Irish industries, hit by the 

of English imports into Ireland, would soon 
big way. 

irgers" were in ° t 0 twentysix counties re-
thought t u r n i n g t 0 its former role as a 

with advan- cattle-ranch and sheep-run for 
industrial Britain. 

But the process was to be long 
the week pre- ^ ^ painful like drawing teeth. 
had given the N o t 1111 1 8 7 5 w a s I r e l a n d t 0 

Free Trade. 
In the meantime the great 

gamble would be started. Attempts 
would be made to bring in more 
foreign capital and persuade its 
owners to start export industries 
in Ireland that would get rid of 
,at any rate some of the un-
employment caused by the merci-

promised free 
be up for sale 

Rumours of 
the air and 
the mackerel 
tage merge 

c a t t 
In the 

Terence O'Neill, the Association 
says:— 

"All those familiar with the 
history of European Fascism, or 
the Sooth African police state, 
will recagnfiot the familiar ring 
of the ihaitii and the dis-

' severity of the 

"Reminiscent of Fascism also 
are the artificially worked-up 
scares of the past three months. 
It was stated on the one hand 
(Just before the election) that 
members of your Cabinet lived 
under threat of immediate 
assassination, and on the other 
hand that an illegal organisa-
tion was commlted to an insur-
rection on December 12th. We 
do not grudge you your whole 
skins, which in our opinion 
never in the slightest danger. 
Nor do we grudge the people of 
the six counties the quiet which 
the area continues to enjoy. 

"But we remark that you are 
as well aware as we that the 
activities of these boys repre-

i s increasing understanding 
among the working people of 
Britain that it is the Unionist 
party and not i t s opponents, 
who are responsible for the 
periodic "threats of disturbances 
in the six counties of north-
eastern Ireland-

"It has closed up every 
avenue of democratic advance 
to the unfortunate minority, re-
peatedly dashed the hopes of 
those who sought the rectifica-
tion of wrongs by agreement, 
and has thus been the principal 
contributor to the frustration 
and thoughts of violence, which 
its supporters then magnify, to 
frighten the wavering voter into 
backing it at General Elections. 

"We demand that these sen-
tences be set aside or drastically 
reduced in the Interests of good-
will and harmony among the 
people of Ulster, and that your 
present policy of discrimination 
and repression be replaced by 
a policy of democracy and 
Justice." 

ACT OF UNION 
When the Act of Utaion was 

passed in 1800, Ireland was 
allowed nearly 25 years to adjust 
her economy. Even then the effect 
was ruinous. This time she is 
only to get ten years. 

There is no reason to think 
tilings must necessarily go the 
most favourable way. But Mr. 
Lemass evidently thinks there is 
a sporting chance, and is prepared 
to put his political shirt on i t 

What Ireland gets immediately 
is access to the British market for 
h e r industrial products a n d 
slightly better terms for her cattle 
and other agricultural exports. But 
these advantages to all intents 
and purposes she has already. 

Mr. Wilson has driven the 
shrewdest bargain for British 
Imperialism since Lloyd George 
threatened the plenipotentiaries 
with immediate and terrible war. 

Alarming aspect of the signing 
of this pact, apart from the loud 
praises trumpeted by the syco-
phantic press, is the fact that Mr. 
Lemass has brushed aside rep-
resentations by the Irish Labour 
Party, the Sinn Fein and the Irish 
Workers' Party calling for a re-
ferendum so that ,$he Irish, 
wcAefes could decide tot tUenf. 
selves the fate of their livelihoods. 

The pact was signed just before 
Christmas, and as in 1921 there 
were then available weeks for the 
propaganda machine t o g e t 
moving and tell the Irish people 
this was the finest thing that had 
happened in the history of the 
country. 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

THE following details of pub- A 
lie ceremonies and events 

for the Easter Week com mem- o U t l r e i a n d . Formal opening of military, etc.. ceremonies (inelud-
oration next April were re- Garden of Remembrance, Parnell log address by President de 
leased by t h e Government In- Square, Dublin. Radio Elreann, Valera) at G.P.O, ' \ 
formation Bureau : symphony concert a t Gaiety F 0 „ c h i l d r e n 
Easter Sunday (April 10).— Theatre, Dublin. (The programme ^ ^ 

Public parade o f organised w U 1 delude a specially com-
. o p to D c b i ^ n n i p - g j ^ e d - ^ g j g . £ Brian 
anxious to take part should so W e " - A T e n ® * Beauty to <££3, special 
advise the Secretary, 46 St. based on some writings of ^ 
Stephen's OAen, Dublin) Military ^ 2J (School Holi-
parade to O-P.O. Military, etc., "UMoay.— d 
ceremonies at O.PO. F o r m a l opening o f Joint " J * - , . . . „ 

MilltanTrtr r ^ m o n i e a a t nro- National Museum/National Library 
M iliary, etc., ceremonies at pro- h l _ t o r l . . , p x h l b l t i o n i 9 i 6 Pareant throughout Ireland. Unveiling of 

vlnctal centres, Cork. Dundalk, ^torica^ exhibition. 1916 Pageant PncinmiMm in every school. 
Ennlscorthy. G a l * a y , Kilty- a t C™** P f t r k - to^ Aprt W . -
cloughar, CkroghJordan, Limerick, Wednesday, Thursday and Frl- ^ ^ military 
Monaghan, SUgo. Tralee, Water- dayi— ceremony at Arbour Hill followed 
ford, Weatpopt. Formal opening of 1916 Pageant at Croke Park. b y m ^ i i n g m e m o a ^ p i a q u e 
K U m a i n h a m JaU historical- Sa tunlayx— at Arbour HID memorial plot to 
museum. Ceremony at Kilmain- 8 p e c t a i M ass for survivors at those, apart from the leader* who 

Arbour Hill military church. Un- were executed and who are buried 
ham Jail execution plot. 
Mondayi— 

Religious ceremonies through-
veiling of Thomas Davis statue at there, who gave 
College Oreen, Dublin. Closing Ireland in IMS. 

their lives for 

•«• 
Tl/TDE support was forth-

coming for the demand 
for an enquiry into the six-
county set-up when ConnOfly 
Association members and sup-
porters and representatives of 
the British trade union move-
ment lobbied M.P.s at the 
House of Commons on Wed-
nesday, December 1st. 

Mr. Stan Orme. Salford 
Labour Member agreed to 
a motion Other MP.s who 
to support this were Mr. 
Norwood (Norwich South), 
Marcus Lipton (Brixton), 
Frank Allaun (Salford West),-Mr. 
Ernest Feroyhough W a n w ) , Mt. 
Ivor Richard (Barons <3*#t),iand 
Mr. George Craddock (Bradford 
South). • «?' 

Other M.P.s who listened sympa-
thetically were Mr George Strauss 
(Vauxhall), Mr. Laurence Favitt 
(Willesden West), Mr. 
Harrison (Wakefield) 
Frank Tomney (North Hammer-
smith). 

The lobby was supported tap the 
No. 14 Divisional Council of the 
Draughtsmen and Allied Tech-
nicians Association, t t»* St. 
Pancras and Holborn Trades 
Council, the Shepherds Bush 
branch o f t h e Amalgamated 
Society of Woodworkers, the 1/761 
Branch of the Transport an'd 
General Workers Union and the 
ftarrow 67 H E. Branch of the 
Amalgamated Union of Engineers. 

and Mr. 

GOVERNMENT 

BRITISH 

Mayor of Waterford, Mr. 
Browne, protested at 

of the National . Amar-
« Association at the 

Granville H o t e l , Waterford, 
against being Warned for the 
situation whaxe he gave a civic 
reception to British naval vessela 
which came Into the port. 

He stated that the visit was ar-
ranged by the department of ex-
ternal affairs and he was ex-
pected to make the reception ar-
rangements. 

Be made this point after four 
delegates to the Munster Council's 
meeting walked out In protest 
against the presence in the meet-
ing of a mayor who should "wel-
come a British warship to this 
city." 

It wiH be remembered that 
shots were f ind at the warship, 
and, later a number of young men 
were tried and sentenced to six 
months imprisonment under the 
notorious "Offences against the 
state act." 

The young men are at present 
in Limerick jail. 

It is widely held in Ireland that 
if Government instructions to give 
British warships civic welcomes 
were met with the reply "do It 
yourself" and the offences against 
the state act were repealed, Ire-
land's day of freedom would be 
brought somewhat nearer. 

\ 
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i r i T t R j 
I A CHARA. — In the December issue 

of the "Democrat" you reported that 
Ireland was now on the way to exporting 
minerals. Are these minerals smelted in 
Ireland, used in industrial development 
and the surplus exported? Or are they 
exported in the1 raw form, smelted abroad 
and perhaps then sold back to Ireland 
at world prices? 

SEAMUS O'NEILL, 
Kilburn. 

(Our correspondent asked the right 
question. They are exported raw and 
smelted abroad. This outrageous 
arrangement is the result of Govern-
ment policy, since the alternative would, 
be to set up a nationally-owned re-
finery and tha t would hit "private 
en t erprise"—Editor >. 

f AEAR SIR, — I hope you do not mind 
my speaking frankly on the subject 

of unity and exiles. 
I find tha t the questions concerned-

need a new and vigorous approach. A 
bigger effort will have to be made to 
bring1 closer unitiy among our people in 
Britain. 

At the moment it is very unbalanced, 
too many little prejudices prevail. In my 
job I find our people have a devil-may-
care attitude towards the question of 
lpiity. 

I found they want Ireland to be a 
hotter, place to live in. But they don't 
want to contribute anything towards it. 
"Shis to me is where the question of unity 
falls down. This is also where a vigorous 
approach is necessary. 

We must be one body, with one mind 
to achieve our aim. With a comparison of 
selected ideas of course. Our organisa-
tions are not adequate enough to help 
distressed exiles. This is where unity 
begins, by providing certain amenities for 
CfUr people, to prevent crowded lodging 
bouses, by selecting a person to look aftei 
the welfare of those people. And also tc 
(prevent them from being exploited. 

The question of unity cannot be pro-
perly answered, with the biggest portion 

our exiles in disagreement. New 
(Methods will have to be used. ; 

V I N C E N T NAGLE, 
London, N.W.4. 

TRADE PACT ALARM 
Pine Gael also saw in the Free Trade 

Agreement a "toning-up exercise" fur the 
Common Market . Senator Fitzgerald — 
who is an honest man—said rightly that 
the whole thing is a gamble. Lemass 

, , signed the Trade Agreement—or ra ther 
back to t h e economic pos i t ion of t h e g a v e i n t 0 Brit ish pressure to sign it -
Act of Union . T h e pact of i n t e g r a t i o n in the. hope tha t we would get into the 

";rJ^HE wheel has come full circle; 
we are here." The wheel has 

turned full circle for the Irish 
people. After forty years of at tempts 
to build a national economy we are 

which most people will be preoccupied 
with the usual festivities of Christmas 
and the New Year. This in itself is an 
index of the Government's haste to get 
the whole business out of the way before 
the people become aware of what fhey 
are lip to. 

An ad hoc committee, the Economic 
wi th Br i t a in h a s been signed'. W h a t Common Market with Britain in the next Independence Committee, is nevertheless 
Grattan and Tone, Mitchell and few years before the reduction in indus-
Lalor , P a r n e l l and Pearse , Gr i f f i t h trial tariffs really begins to bite. 
and Conno l ly all s t ruggled fo r , t h e For the new Agreement gives our in-
r igh t of a n independen t I r i s h P a r - dustries no new markets in Britain — 
l i a m e n t to f o s t e r Ir ish m a n u f a c t u r e s w i t h t h e exception of textiles—but gives 
by the u se of tariffs, quotas a n d . sub - Britain complete run of the Irish market 
sidles, has beeft sigaed aWay by W l t h i n t e n y e a r s - P i a n n a P a i l a n d p i n e 

Lemass to our traditional political °a
H

el l h a t w e "'j1 i n t ° t h e P E C " , . and find new industrial markets there, e n e m y and m a m economic c o m p e t i - b e f o r e B r U a i n h a s t a k e n o m . t h p w h Q , e will in time be repudiated by ihe Irish 
tor. Irish market. I t is an utter gamble. And T h e t a s k o £ organising t h p m t 0 

The signing of the Anglo-Irish Free- as Senator Fitzgerald said: if it doesn't " 
Trade Agreement marks the nadir of come off, then God help us. 
political bankruptcy for Fianna Fail; and x h e L a b o u r P a r t v l e a d e r ^ B r e n d a n 
it 1S only a matter of time, if the pro- C o r L s h i s , u e d a Statement saying that 

organising a lobby of T.D.S on January 
4th and ,5th. the two days of the debate, 
with a view to strengthening the hand 
of the Labour T.D.s voting against the 
Agreement, and warning Fianna Fail and 
Fine Gael that at least some of the Irish 
people know what they are up to and 
will not forget. 

We need not doubt that this Agreement 

struggle against the British economic 
domination which it signifies will be a 
lbng and difficult one. But We need not 
doubt of its ultimate success. 

forces of the* f r i th people the Trade Agreement binds us politically gjressive 
organise themselves, before the people a n d e conomka l iyT l^eT ' to ftritaTiTffian. M M * . 
cease to give the bankrupt* political alle- a t a n j t fime fae m h T h e b £ d f i n < . e a f 

ANTHONY COUGHAN, 

giance. But the urgent question is: How advantage undoubtedly lay with Britain. far are the people to be salvaged m the a n d t h e i m p i e m e n t a t i o n oX t h e A g J e e _ 
meantime as industries c l ^ e down be- m m t w o u l t f ^ a u s e i l e a v y 
fore the onslaught of the British mono- T h e m p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
polies. as the take-over man sweeps all 
before him, and as the whole Irish 
economy is moulded and patterned in the 
economic interests of Britain? Irrepar-
able damage can be done, and the time 
to prevent it is short. 

The Free Trade Agreement has brought 
a flood of realism into Irish political life. 
Every man stands in his true poHttoal 
colours. Where now is the republicanism 
of the "Republican Party," Fiann* Fart? 
Where is Fine Gael's much advertised 

unemployment. 
Labour Party 

will meet early in January and will pro-
bably be the only people in the Dail to 
oppose approval of the Agreement 

During December the Irish Workers' 
Party plastered Dublin with posters say-
ing that Free Trade means unemploy-
ment. They were very effective and most 
of Dublin must have seen them. At a 
meeting in O'Connell Street its secretary. 
Michael O'Riordan, stressed the dangers 
to our national independence and to the 
jobs of workers in the towns and cities 

AT„ 

"swing, to the left?" The rhetoric antf 0f Ireland. The latter should organise to 
demagogic slogans of yesterday are 
shown for the empty things they are; and 
the only defenders of the naflbnai In-
terests left are some sections of the 
abour movement and the repuMtcffns. 
this may presage an alliance in the 
years to come against this ultimate 
capitulation. Certainly suefr alltanoe 
the only thing Which caft1 mttlgftt* 
ultimately reverse the coMMQUMMN 
this second "Treaty" — signed oddly 
enough, almost exactly 40 years after tile 
last. 

defend themselves, he said; 
Sinn Fein and the republicans are 

opposed also. They distributed leaflets on 
a wide scale among trade unionists urg-
ing them to tackle their leaders to get 
them to oppose Free Trade with Britain. 
The new situation poses them many 
•OfOblems. In ten years'time it w ill not be 

- fl&sy to differentiate any^femger between 
Letnass—or whoever succeeds him—and 
G'tfefll: Both will be Prime Ministers of 
client) states of Britain's, which will be 

r jBAR EDITOR, — With reference to 
a letter in Che December issue, I 'd 

14ke to say tha t I left Ireland because I 
could- not get a livelihood there and I'd 
like Mr. MacEoin to tetf the j fha t I 
funked. in dctog so. Let me tell .Mr. Mac-
Itoin tha t one thing I funked was walk-
ing the streets of Dublin with the arse 
tfttt * m* trousers. And If Mr. MacBoin 
Will fhW- tfeft" may in Ireland" who will do-
something positive about- changing the 
state of things there, Fit Join them. But 
I can tell Mr. MacEoin tha t he won't 
find ten such men in JrelftBC The bunch 
of funkin' furikertrt 

Yours faithfully, 
t & D MoOORMAe, N.5. 

totally integrated in the British economy. 
Fine Gael's statement on the' Agrew Border raids in such a context will not 

ment was a prize piece of political go fiW to bring real independence much 
double-talk. It gave lots of good reasons nearer Tackling the consequences of 
for opposing the thing to the utmost — sttch economic integration v ill demand 
mostly provided by Senator Garret Plfez- new Methods and tactics by republicans, 
gerald—but then said that "in tile in- 81111 there are signs that this is widely 
tereets of national unity" it would not appreciated-' today in the republican move-
oppose Dail approval of the Agreement, meat. 
"National uaity!" — rather u t f f r with ttwbably the most scandalous aspect of 
Fianna Fail in sell-out to imperttftsitt. As the pwsent political situation in Ireland 
the Irish Times caustically p i t itf: some j* aie silence and inaction of the trade 
of those prating most loudly df 
ouf econolftitf independence-

fll&vetnent. The trade unions were 
tfte only bodies strong enough 

Stopped the Government signing cry after they harf looked carefully aK 
priee t&g fii'st. The cattle tMtt "ftfatfe Agreement; and it is they 
terest in Fine Gael' have shown tha t they 0 r rather their members-who will be 
still see Ireland's interest* whwe they m o s t adversely affected by. It. Yet not a 
have always seen them - on the right* single trade union leader of standing 
hand column of their balance sheefs. 

TW your December issue you relate how 
x Mr: GWWge Thomas, speaking for 
trie London- ObveftMfent called Northern 
Ireland a "colony." 

Iti your editorial you call Bnglaiid 
"this most imperialist of s ta tea" 

Welshmen sympathise fully with your 
demand? for justice and freedom; for 

Do not deceive yourself or your readers., 
Certainly, Ireland is now under-populated 
—and worse st i l t impoverished by the 
emigration of many of Its.younger people;, 
so tha t a decline in birthrate now would 
be Harmful ra ther than benefwlai. But u 

Wales too Suffers, gravely because .he is ? * 
still a Colony of England and fe e d i t e d t

c°rtWo> ± P ° g " ' * t ° n , 
of her people (we have lost a irtflion to s t a r t e d a t l e a B t Ke&raflo*. 
England in this century) of her ifcsources 
and of her money (we have beett paying That this has not been done at least-, 
some £& million a year more to'the Loiv o n a n adequate scale. is the reason why 
don exchequer than we get outr a Weteh England, Japan, India, Ceylon and many 
subsidy to benefit England. , other countries are over-populated today 

t learn that in recent months, mahy n n d why the y v o r l d a l i a r g e will- become 
people of Irish descent have written for s o the end of this century, 
information and have joined Plaid Besides, to avoid the miseries of over-
Cymru (National Party of Wales > at population is far from being the only 
thmr headquarters at 8 Queen Street, reason for family limitation This is not 
Cardiff. 

This proves how Irish 
patriots can co-operate. 

Cardiff. 

f 4EAR SIR. — Your editorial note to 
Mr. McKay's letter (December, 19681 

nav»: 
"We could suggest thHt when the popu-
lfition of Ireland geto back to eight 
million, we could look at the matter 
again." 

a lay Opinion only, f t is also recognised 
and Welsh by the Catholic Church. The sole issue 

in dispute is the method of limitation. 
J. 6. JONES, H. A. J. MARTIN , 

Cambridge. 
* 

• We are of course grateful to Mr. Mar-
tin for his suggestion. There should be 
plenty of time to arrange that Ireland 
should take Warning a generation be-
fore her population returns to the eight 
miliicn from which British imperial 
rebbery and starvation reduced ft -
Editor). 

spoke out against free trade in- manufac-
tures between Ireland and Britain in the 
long months in which it was being ne-
gotiator, though they had'ample warning 
of What' Its implications would be. The 
Federation of' Ir ish Industries, the main-
body representing Irish employers, spoke 
out in strong opposition. But not a single 

; trade union leader or executive body. 
'Future historians will ponder for leng 
on the kind of men who led the Irish 
worker* in these days. 

At present Government spokesmen and 
the national papers are deluging the 
country with propaganda about what a 
wonderful Agreement this is. The style of 
propaganda ranges from the tendentious' 
disquisitions of the Government Whi t e 
Paper, justifying what the G«vernment 
had done, to such inanities as the Minis-
ter of Agriculture. Mr. Haughev telling 
us that he had got the impression in 
London that Mr. Wilson wsm genuinely 
friendly towards Ireland and so was 
Mrs. Wifton. who was present at the sign-
ing of the Agreement! 

The Government is recalling the Dull 
deputies on January 4th in the middle of 
the Christmas recess to debate and vote 
approval «f the Agreement. It will be a 
two-dny debate, and then the deputies 
Will be sent back to resume their Christ-
mas vacation This means that there is 
less than a for tnight between the tune 
the Agreement became available at the 
Stationery Office and the Dail vote which 
will pass it into law- a fortnight during 

the time of going press we have 
heard Mat the Labour Party decided 

to vote against the trade pact in the Oail. 

Notes and news 
r p H E sixteenth annual Paddington Feis 

1 is co be |ield this year at the Wood 
Green Assembly Rooms, five minutes walk 
from Wood Green Underground Station. 

The dates are March 24th, 25th, 26th 
and 27th. 

It is stated that the hall is pre-
eminently suitable for Irish dancing; and 
that Mrs. Alice Daly, T.C.R.G. of Limerick 
will adjudicate. The accompanists will be 
Sheila Goulding and the one and only 
Larry O'Dowd. 

I understand that the secretary is Mr. 
George Walsh, of 49 Bourne Terrace, 
Padd^ngton. London W.2.. and tha t he can 
supply particulars of competitions and re-
ceiv^en tries. 

* * * 

The Ulster Unionist Council grows more 
and more sensitive. 

When Councillor Tom Leonard (who-has 
now added to his multifarious dut ies that 
of secretary of the strong pfO-Irish West 
Ealing No. 2 branch of the National Union 
of Railwavmeni told members of the 
Kingston on Thames Labour Par ty about 
the six counties it was reported in the 
"Surrey Comet." 

That the Unionist Party were so quickly 
on the ball means that they must be 
spending pounds buying British local 
papers for fear the truth is leaking out 
anywhere about them. They came in with 
a reply from the secretary, himself. Mr. 
Bailie did not deny that there was dis-
crimination in the six counties but said it 
had never been tested in the courts. He 
also denied that one third of the popu-
lation were deprived of the votes. 

Of course nobody lias ever tested dis-
crimination in the courts because under 
the tyrannous- laws of the six counties it 
is perfectly legal. 

And Mr. Leonard replies to the (Tenia! 
that a third of the voters are disfranchised 
by asfeing Mr. Bailie to account fo r the 
fact that for the Westminster elections 
held' under British law there a re 880,000 
voter® whereas in the municipal, elections 
hel* under six-county law* there areonly 
645.(HM voters? ft witt be interesting to 
see how his nibs replies. IF he can. # • * 

Now St. Patrick's day is. coming round 
again, and Iffr. Pat 0"Sulll\ran, who was 
borrv on that same day 4 short spell of 
yews ago, is again I telling fW hMfeett to 
supoort the Connolly AetttMttonrt. Dance 
eowimlttes's efforts te make- the 1916 
jubifee year's, dance tha best ever. I 
understand (toe tickets hive been distri-
buted, and what le now wanted is that all 
members of tbe Connolly Association 
shouM sell them, ar.d all friends buy their 
o«m and bring, in th* cash as soon as 
posrlfele. 

EASTER 16 
4 CTORS. singers and doncers are 

' ' wanted for the new production of 
FASTER 18 by Eemonn McLaughlin 
which is arranged for Easter 1968 in Lon-
don. Those wishing to audition should 
"•pply. preferably with recent photographs, 
to Dolphin Theatre Productions. 56 Philip 
Road. S.E. 15, NEW 2828. 
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ACT OF UNION 
fJTHE signing of the Anglo-Irish 

t rade pact by Mr. Sean Lemass is 
the four th great betrayal of Irish 
history. The first brought Strongbow 
to Wexford. The second was the Act 
of Union which came into force on 
Janua ry 1st, 1801. The third was the 
signing of the articles of agreement 
in December 1921. And now we have 
a fourth, whose motives and progress 
bear some relation to the past. 

Diarmait Mac Murchadha swore loyalty 
to Henry I I of England so as to preserve 
a family privilege in the teeth of the 
democracy of Ireland. I t would be unfair 
to charge Mr. Lemass with personal 
motives, but there is ample reason (shown 
in the analysis on our middle pages) to 
believe t h a t the sell-out to Britain is the 
only alternative to surrendering class 
privileges to the decision of the people. 
And already people are saying "back to 
Westminster" and that means the British 
army to back Brit ish law. 

The Act of Union was the corruptest 
event in Irish history. It was adopted by 
the landlord class whose purpose was to 
submerge in the United Kingdom the in-
dependent Irish parliament which (if it 
survived) they realised must pass out of 
their control, into the hands of the far-
mers and business people. Perhaps no 
hard cash has changed hands this time, 
nor even titles or distinctions. But for 
the pas t few months Ireland has been 
flooded with British take-over merchants 
with good fa t cheque-books. What is not 
legally corrupt may still be nationally in-
defensible. 

The men who signed the "articles of 
agreement" in 1922 at least had the ex-
cuse tha t they were threatened by Lloyd 
George with "immediate and terrible war " 
And their crime was less than that of 
their predecessors. Arthur Griffith who 
represented the interests of the native 
businessmen was offered tariffs, the right 
to protect Irish industry from British 
competition. For this, which seemed to 
him the most valuable concession he 
could .get, he was prepared io tear up his 
instructions, accept partition, disestablish 
the Republic to which he h£d sworn alle-
giance, and plunge Ireland into a costly 
and disastrous civil war. He took his 
choice, and who can deny it was on the 
basis of class interests t ha t he took it? 

Now tha t supreme concession, that was 
declared to be worth another watering of 
•Irish soil with the blood of its citizens, 
ha s been given back again. It is history 
repeating Itself. I n the whole course qf 
Irish history British national oppression, 
has always sought put and based itself on 
the selfish greed of privileged classes. 
There are two alternatives before Ireland 
today. One is to unite and balance her 
trade by developing native resources. That 
means t h e worker must be paid more and 
the home market fostered, though the two-
ear man in the big bank might have to 
put up with one. The other is to sellfthe 
country out step by step, while trying to 
get the best price for it. This is a more 
profitable course of aotion—for the few. 
And the few have chosen it. 

It is to be hoped that at this supreme 
crisis in the nation's history, a crisis 
which the aim of Government has been 
to conceal f rom the people, the Labour 
movement will vigorously dissent. By 
doing so it will keep its powder dry for 
the struggle ahead. - '»" 

Par the struggle still remains ahead. It 
will be necessary to light the consequences 
of this agreement as they appear. To 
make sure that the few gains it has 
brought go to the many and not merely 
to the few, and that its losses are borne 
by those who are fit to bear thorn. -In 
Britain the light mlist be for a new Irish 
policy for Labour. For in his abysmal ig-
norance of Ireland and Irish history, Mr. 
WUspn has paralleled Oliver Cromwell, 
who to ljis eternal.tilsgtace turnecf Ireland 
and the Crown cblonleB Into colonies of 
the English Parliament. A "dependency" 
of a democratic government ta a contra-
diction in terms. 

WORLD COMMENTARY By PAT DEVINE 

PRESSURE CAN BRING PEACE 
J J OPES of a ceasefire and peace in 

Vietnam raised by the Vietcong 
offer of a Christmas truce which 
President Johnson accepted, had a 
setback when the Americans resumed 
attacks soon after Christmas. 

However the Vietcong have called for a 
truce over their own religious holiday 
feast. Tet, the lunar year celebrated by 
the Vietnamese on January 20th to 
January 23rd. 

The fact that fighting stopped for a few 
days over Christmas was a great victory 
for the peoples of the world, including 
America, who had been campaigning for 
peace during 1965. 

Too much admiration cannot be given 
to the people of America from all walks 
of life who have kept up their courageous 
campaign against the generals in the 
Pentagon. 

POPE'S ROUSING CALL 
Fresh from his recent visit to the 

United Nations in New York, and un-
doubtedly impressed by the widespread 
feelings for peace, the Pope added his 
powerful voice to the movement, in his 
Christmas address. 

"Peace," he said, "is the first and high-
est asset of a society, but today it is an 
asset in danger." 

"Mpybe, perhaps," he warned, "the 
world is on the wrong path again, a path 
towards ail-out war." 
To the war-mongers everywhere he said, 

"Check the way things are going. It is 
possible you are on the wrong track. Stop 
and think. . . . Even more powerful and 
fearful weapons are becoming the only 
guarantee of an uncertain and precarious 
peace, which is losing the sense of human 
brotherhood and peace between peoples." 

Joining in an appeal for peace in Viet-
nam, the Very Reverend Dr. Neville David-
son of the Glasgow Cathedral in his 
Christmas sermon said.— 

'•Let us implore our friends in 
America to think again before they con-
tinue in a war of violence and Incalcu-
lably perilous possibilities." 

"One thing is certain. Mo state can 
prosper that is built on injustice and no 
nation can look forward to the future 
with confidence unless it recognises the 

equal dignity and freedom to which all 
its citizens are entitled." 
In an effort to damn the Vietcong in the 

eyes of the public, most newspapers have 
been stating or insinuating lhat they had 
persistently violated the truce so 
generously granted by America, and that 
they could not be trusted. 

However the "Daily Express" had to re-
port in the middle of its main story 
(28th December) that "there is no ex-
planation of why an American artillery 
unit continued filing for four hours on 
Christmas Eve." 

"And why did the State Department 
in Washington say that U.S. soldiers 
would not restart hostilities when the 
U.S. Command in Saigon has ordered 
units to get back into action an hour 
before the Washington statement was 
issued." 

VIETNAM REPLIES 
President Ho Chi Min of Vietnam on 

December 29th, in thanking the Pope for 
his message said, "the Vietnamese people 
eagerly want peace to reconstruct their 
country, but genuine peace is inseparable 
from genuine national independence." 

"The aggression by the American im-
perialists against Vietnam is the deep 
origin and direct cause of the present war. 

"Let the U.S. put an end to its ag-
gression and peace will be immediately 
restored. 

"The talks about unconditional nego-
tiations made by the U.S. President are 
merely a manoeuvre to cover up his 
plans for war intensification and ex-
tension in South Vietnam." 

"U.S. plantt are day and night bom-
barding North Vietnam areas of-civilfan 
population, hospitals, schools, churches, 
markets, dams, causing serious loss of 
life. 

"The air war against North Vietnam 
has met with failure, it will never suc-
ceed in leading the Vietnamese people 
to accept tha ocunditions of oapitulation 
dictated by the U.S. imperialists." 

IT IS PROGRESS? 
^ Irifihmen and women with long ex-

perience of imperialism will understand 
the feelings of the people of Vietnam. 

There must be a just peace. And the 

best guarantee of tha t is for the Ameri-
cans to stop their war and allow the people 
of Vietnam. North and South, to solve 
their own problems ,as the people of a 
United Ireland would solve theirs. 

One can only hope that the increase in 
political activity on the highest level is a 
good augury for peace. 

The visit to Hanoi of Mr. Shelepin, one 
of the secretaries of the Russian Com-
munist Party is of importance and could 
signal a new stage in the progress of the 
conflict. 

I t is also clear that the United States 
is staging some spectacular manoeuvres 
of which Mr. Averell Harriman's visit to 
Warsaw, where it is suggested he hopes to 
contact the Chinese Ambassador, U.S. 
Ambassador to the U.JJ.. Mr. Goldbergs 
visit to the Pope in Rome, and Mr. 
Humphrey, Vice-President of the United 
States, visit to Japan are evidence. 

The "Financial Times" of December 
30th, carried an article from its U.S. Staif 
in whicli it is suggested that:— 

"The U.S. has let Hanoi know that 
the bombing pause is intended to pro-
vide it with an opportunity to Shovy 
willingness to take part in peace nego-
tiations. 

"The entire venture bears the un-
mistakeable stamp of Johnsonian 
diplomacy. The President is deter-
mined that tiis efforts to keep a promise 
'to explore every possibility' will not go 
unnoticed. 

"Stioutd these efforts come to nothing, 
and should tha ^President decide to In-
crease the tempo of the war, he wfll 
want to be able to claim that he tried 
everything that could be tried but could 
ngt bring the North Vietnamese to 
negotiate." 
In other words the American moves of 

sending spokesmen all over the world may 
be nothing more than show. But the peace 
of the world is at stake. 

As we look at the world at the start of 
1966 we can see great unrest. Imperialism 
is still very much aliVe. But in Wishing 
all "Irish Democrat" readers a Happy New 
Year I feel confident that, the power of 
the people will prevail and guarantee 
peace. 

O N £ H i 
r ) N E of the mysteries of the bread 

strikes in Liverpool and Dublin 
alike was that housewives were pre-
pared to queue for hours outside 
harrassed bakers' shops waiting for 
supplies of bread smuggled in from 
outside the strike area. 

Marie Antoinette would have said why 
don't they eat cake. 

But in her day a t least bread was bread. 
T h e flour was properly ground, was of 
high extraction. No chemicals swere added 
to whiten It. No other chemicals were 

;added to ease its flow through frie pipes. 
Thetis was no refrigeration to make the 
dough capable of being cut by machinery. 
And there was no profitable market for 
the only nutritious part of the grain, the 
germ, which is taken out and sold for 
animal feed. 

How would you describe what is called 
bread todaiy? You couldn't. I t would 
make you wish the bakers would go on 
permanent strike. W e could live on 
potatoes, spaghetti, rice and If we could 
get tolerable flour make an occasional 
loaf with our own yeast—if we could get 
it. 

But It isn't the bakers who are at 
fault. The industry has been monopolised 
and mechanized. But the bakers are 
being told to go on living In the nine-
teenth oentury. 

* * * 
V I / H A T a song and dance the motoring 
' ' fraternity are making a t the pros-

pect of having to stop and submit to 
booae-testa. The liberty of the citizen la 
gone for ever. The liberty of the citizen 
,was seemingly unharmed the times I was 
carrying a wee bag from Xinge Cross 
home. On more than one occasion a 
squad car has drawn up and I wa« 
surrounded by menacing plain-clothes 
men demanding to see the contents. 

But then, I forgot. T h a t "Vas to pro-
tect somebody's property. The stopping 
of drunken motorist* Is merely to protect 
life. 

Incidentally it Ik amusing to notice how 
the chdrus is busy on the dangers 
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of drunken pedestriaas and the awful 
damage they do. And of course they are 
q'tiite right. There should be something 
done about those drunken pedestrians. I 
suggest a s.eventy-mile-an-hour limit. * '* * 

X>UT to return to serious things, desola-
tion has struck the Irish Democrat 

staff both full-time and voluntary. 
The famous Adams's 'ohop-house across 

the road have closed down af ter operat-
ing under the one management from the 
ypar 1896-^and Indeed Ufider the previohs 
management back .to before Kings Cross 
s tat ion was built. 

Gjpod iuok to the Adams family in their 
retirement at Richmond. For years they 
sold Chops that were chops, steak that 
waa steak, and other Items whioh were 
both wholesome and reoOgniabt*. It's a 
bad day for those who tfoni like ham-
burgers, beefburgers, cheeseburgers,- h9h-
buegars, breadofumftburgers and sawdust-
burgers. 80 let there be reoerifed for 
history the name of Adams's chef, Mrs. 
Smith. 

When he could be got reminiscing Mr. 
Adams used to tell of the notabilities who 
used his establishment. Most of them 
were connected with the Labour move-
ment, since Orays Inn Road has a long 
rebelly tradition. Many of the members 
of the present cabinet used to frequent 
the chop-house during the War—Cousins, 
Callaghan and so on. 

"But Who was that fellow who used to 
come here," Mr. Adams asked his wife 
one day when we were then, "Thai fellow 
who went over and got mixed up in the 
involution they had in RdsalA?'' "Ofc. 
Don't you remember?" wslb the reply, 
"Why, Mr. XjeAla" " • • * r: was retorttly revealed that less than 

half the British public knows the 

meaning of the Continental road-signs 
being put up to propagandise entry into 
the European Common market. Par t of 
the same brainwashing operation is the 
twenty-four hour clock on British rail-
ways (and the trains run just as late py 
tha t clock as they did by the old one) 
and the Celsius scale for weather re-
ports, though it is too crude for them. 

Another ihteresUng sidelight on dfficial 
thinking comes from Dublin, hdt on tho 
heels Of the free trade sell-out. a n 
English firm was brought In to ad Vis 0 
.oh Irish road signs. <Jt was, it will 'bo 
'recalled, an English firm which advised 
the closure of Castlecomer collieries. -Eng-
lish arms are presently carving up the 
centre of Dublin. I h e advisers hawe 
finished that job. Well, the JSngliah advice 
on road signs was that the use -of Irish 
meant that the tnotafist h&fl a Uttfe more 
to read, aind consequently he was likely 
to slow down at cross-roads. The less 
of his valuable time was a serious ques-
tion, so all the name»of the towbs should 
be put in English if tourism was to jbe 
encouraged. 

Despite all the "booet Irish" otaptmp 
In Government OircM one simple thing 
has not Ooeurred to them. If the road 
signs now used as E.E.C. propaganda lire 
In faflt the international code they era 
supposed to be, why not put the written 
instruction there as well—In Irish I * * * 

R. RICKARD DEASY, the farmers' 
leader, recently put out the idea that 

Irish Agriculturalists should set up flhop3 
in Britain to sell Irish produce. 

The same idea occurred to me sonio 
years ago in connection with the defenco 
of small farms In the weet, and I think it 
is feasible. 

Oenemliy apwfctnc foop in Brttotn is 
t a e f l — and e n l y e d » » t t m » M m i n d 
MniAi—* - — Int jam ^ I Ma n I* 
navounng out ot nnMpi i iwv t i . n 
virtually I n w w W e *e f * V w TMge 
poKitry, mnt eooa fceef, mutton and pork 
war 0 1 * a w * fftotory ja tmfc 

Already re to growing up a ptfco 
differential In favour ot the flflfcly 
flavoured natural Drodnce of .the small 

( C a M t n u * * n * * * t i g h t ) 
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FREE TRADE-OR ELSE? 
" A N Irish custom-house is really of more 
^ importance to Ireland than an Irish Parlia-

ment." 
So said Charles Stewart Parnell, according to one of 

his biographers. And the thought behind is clear. As 
the Nationalists insisted as late as 1917: "Self-government 
does not exist where those nominally entrusted with affairs 
of government have not control of fiscal and economic 
policy." 

That this is true today emerges from Senator Garret 
Fitzgerald's speech to company secretaries. Critical of 
the Wilson-Lemass pact, he attacks it as a half-measure, 
which puts Ireland under Britain's economic control with-
out giving her a say in British policy. He half-suggests 
a "return to Westminster" as the solution. 

So let us be quite clear it is not just Mr. Tomas 
Mac Giolla, Mr. Michael O'Leary, Mr. Michael O'Riordan 
or Mr. Sean Redmond who are pronouncing the trade pact 
as a halfway house to re-entering the United Kingdom 
as a servile dependency. It is attested by Parnell, by 
Redmond, and by Garret Fitzgerald, and the second par t 
of the process has already been mentioned. 

The purpose of this article (which may be followed by 
others) is to try to illuminate the background of the 
whole thing and though we will have to adventure into 
the dismal science of economics, let nobody put down 
this paper with the idea that it is difficult to understand. 
I t can be understood with a little effort by anybody with 
the wit to do the pools or to perform weekly housekeeping. 

LOOK at the table on the right of the page—the top 
one. It is the official list of all the money and money's 

worth that went into or out of the twenty-six counties in 
the year 1963. It is the last year for which a list has 
been made out and published, though 1964 might appear 
any minute. 

I t will be seen at the start that the totals in the furthest 
r ight of its columns show the state of the State's finances. 
And since £341 million is spent and only £319 million is 
received, in that year the twenty-six counties went £22 
million into the red. To illustrate "capital movements" 
—if I get something I have not yet paid for I have 
accumulated a debt; that becomes capital on which I pay 
Interest, or on the other hand I may hand over some 
fixed capital, for example a house or factory in exchange. 
The figure £22 million is Of course the amount the 
twenty^six counties ran into1 debt over and above the 
amount other countries ran into debt to them. 

Thus, if there wfts an investment of £10 millions of 
foreign capital to start factories at Shannon, and 100,000 
acres of Irish land were sold to foreigners for building 
a t £100 an acre, making another £10 million, and in 
addition take-over men bought up shops and factories to 
the tune of a further £10 million, there would be an 
import of capital of £30 million. If the Irish banks then 
deposited £4,000,000 in London, and Irish capitalists also 
invested £4,000,000 of their profits in the British Empire 
then there would be a capital export of eight millions and 
there would be a balance of capital coming into Ireland 
of £22 million. That is the principle on which it works. 

<r 6 ir ft 

IN 1946 the twenty-six counties was paying out £8.5 
million each year, and on the basis proposed by 

Professor Busteed it could be estimated that Britain had 
then about £280 million invested in Ireland. In the 17 
years since then, every balance of payments has meant 
deeper and deeper sinking into this kincl of debt. We shall 
see why in a moment. 

The annual capital import (as this running into debt is 
called in polite language) has been from £10 million to £20 
million a year, and we can say tha t it came to about 
£300 million in the seventeen years. Tha t makes a total 
of £580 million tha t Ireland now owes Britain, and the 
figures on this page show that the interest paid in 1963 
was about twice as much as in 1946, namely about eighteen 
million pounds. This, incidentally shows Professor 
Busteed's basis wss not too bad. It has stood the test 
of seventeen years. 

But here's another thing. The twenty-six counties 
receives interest from investments aboard. In 1940 these 
brought in £15,500,000, well above the amount paid out. 
I n the 1963 figures these dividends on Irish money invested 
abroad have risen further. They were £34.6 million. So 
here's a puzzle. How could Ireland get deeper into debt 
and simultaneously higher into credit? 

ft ft ir ft 

I CAN suggest an explanation. It may not be popular 
with some people and may be derided. But if it is 

untrue, then let the investors tell us that the rate of 
profit is on their investments. Irish investments abroad 
are of two kinds. First there are bank holdings which 
a re published. In 1946 they were £285 millions. In 1963 
they had fallen to £234 million. In 1946 they would (on 
the basis we choose) account for about £8 million of the 
income. That is a t Professor Busteed's level of 3 per cent. 
There is then 7.5 million to be accounted for, and one 
might say that this would mean there was another £250 
million of capital invested abroad. 

But this is private capital. That held by the banks 
Is to have deposits against the Irish note issue, cash to 
satisfy customers and so on. It is low-interest investment. 
But private investors look for something better. At 
15 per cent* only £50 million of Irish money Judiciously 
Invested by those who walk Grafton Street and Merrlon 
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Square would be needed to bring in the required interest. 
In 1963 the amount of private interest would have to be 
about £7.5 million. The private investment would thus 
have risen to £180 million. In other words, every year 
since 1946 the wealthy people, capitalists, possessors of 
investments, or those who have sold national property 
to foreigners, or received money for take-overs, have been 
sending £10 millions of Irish capital abroad for their own 
selfish purposes. 

There is nothing wildly improbable in these figures. 
Ireland is being so conducted that money made within 
it is being sent abroad to earn high dividends. And the 
people who do this are powerful people, rich people, who 
exert the sort of influence of governments that you or I 
could not hope to do. 

It might be asked, but why are foreigners prepared to 
invest in Ireland when its own citizens do not do so? 
The answer that Lemass gives foreigners inducements he 
will not give to Ir ishmen is only a par t of it. Probably 
many foreigners get good profits out of Ireland. But others 
live in Ireland and pocket the proceeds on the spot. Others 
buy farms, estates and property. 

The investments in Ireland show a low interest in 
the final balance because of their mixed character. Indeed, 
there are cases of English firms buying Irish enterprises 
not to make money out of them but to close them down 
and get the profit through trade—that is, through getting 
a monopoly of the Irish market. 

All this can be deduced from the balance-of-payments 
figures, and t h ^ t ^ . w h y they are so important. 

HVTOW let us look for the cause of the trouble. Why does 
-L ' the Irish economy demand this constant injection of 
foreign capital? And why does the Government allow 
Irish nationals to send money abroad to get high interest? 
The answer is the same as the reason why it is interested 
in tourism, and has a man at the London embassy in 
charge of keeping touch with the exiles. The reason is 
the twenty-six counties' woeful balance of trade. Of 
£296 million spent in buying things from abroad, little more 
than half goes to Britain, while Irish goods sold abroad 
bring in only £185 million, three-quarters of it from 
Britain. 

That means £110 million have to be found somewhere 
else. And that somewhere else includes income from 
tourism, money sent home by the exiles, income from 
capital Invested abroad. So these things, especially 
tourism, become sacred. But yet there remains a deficiency 
of the £22 million already mentioned. 

The policy of successive governments has been to rely 
on these secondary sources of income to enable Ireland 
to buy more than she sells. And, as has been shown, it 
leads to a progressive selling out of the country. The 
foreigner says, "I'll buy your country off you, and you 
can invest what I give you for it in mine." Is there any 
alternative? There is, of course. It is the policy of 
rectifying the balance of trade by utilising native resources, 
making what can be made at home, cutting the national 
coat according to the national cloth, and as quickly as 
possible securing a united Ireland which provides the best 
conditions for such development. 

To illustrate the problem, have a look at the second 
table on the right. This shows that the twenty-six counties 
sold £48 million worth more of foodstuffs to Britain than she 
bought from BritaiA in the first nine months of 1965. She 
had to buy £61 million worth more of machinery alone 
in that period, £37 million worth of manufactured goods, 
£19 million worth more of chemicals, and £18 million more 
mineral fuels. 

If the matter is looked into in even greater detail it 
can be seen that quite a lot of cereals are imported to 
feed cattle for the ranchers, imports of transport machinery 
amount to £24 million, the petroleum to run it £16 million, 
and within this only £2.600,000 is for tractors. 

Five million pounds worth of fertilisers were imported. 
And no less than £42,000,000 (in 1963) was spent on imports 
from the Continent, which absorbed the entire balance— 
the entire receipts from tourism, investments and 
emigrants' remittances f rom Britain. Surely many of these 
things could be made at home? And couldn't those who 
spent £18,600,000 on holidays abroad do a bit of touring 
in Ireland first? 

' r p H E rub is that the only really successful industrialisa-
-1- tion programmed have related to state-owned industries. 

Just look at the Tynagh mines—the richest mineral strike 
in Europe this century. What happens? A foreign 

company mines the Irish lead and silver and sends it 
abroad to be smelted. If the Government would import 
the plant—if necessary from one of the socialist countries 
—Ireland could supply the world with photographic 
materials, of which silver is the basis. 

This it will not do, for private enterprise is its sacred 
cow. The policy represented by the trade pact iiras 
described by the London "Times" as "the end of Sinn 
Fein." But what is really wanted is more Sinn Fein, not 
less. But note, the Sinn Fein policy of the middle of the 
twentieth century can only be based upon the demands 
of the working class for a socialist direction in the 
economy. This is being more and more realised. 

Having rejected the policy of building up Ireland's 
production in a self-reliant manner what has Mr. Lemass 
done? He has taken one more s tep along the road that 
has been trodden since 1946. T h e t rade agreement is a 
long, complicated document, but certain things are quite 
clear. First let us ask ourselves wha t the British wanted. 
A glance at the top table will show t h a t Ireland now buys 
only half her external requirements f rom Britain. 

Even so, Ireland as a whole is Bri ta in 's biggest customer 
af te r America, and the twenty-six counties are about the 
twelfth (as the bottom table shows) not f a r behind France. 
A few years ago Britain supplied three-quarters of Irish 
requirements. If Britain could get back to that, she would 
have a nice little trade bonus of about £80,000,000. Under 
the pact of course she won't get it till a few years have 
gone by, but even an instalment would be very nice. This 
is to be given to Britain by cutting Irish tariffs of British 
goods by a tenth each year till they disappear. And 
Ireland can exempt only three per cent of its industry. 

•VTOW consider what Ireland gets in return. Irish cattle. 
-L' sheep and lambs are to qualify for the same payments 
in respect of guaranteed prices t h a t they get now, but 
af ter they have been fattened in Bri tain for only two 
months instead of three. The Brit ish Government mil 
pay the Irish Government a subsidy on 25,500 tons of 
carcase beef and 5,500 tons of carcase lamb. This money 
must only be spent on purposes which have the approval 
of the British Government. So Bri tain is being brought 
into control of Irish internal affairs—the thin end of the 
wedge? 

Ireland guarantees as far as possible to supply Britain 
with 638,000 head of store cattle. There are increased 
quotas of butter and other products. I t has been stated 
tha t the total benefit to Ireland will be £10 million a 
year. The benefit to Britain will finally be at least 
£80,000,000 a year. Many people are sceptical of the 
Government figure of £10 million. I t may be less. So 
Where's the equality? It is appalling tha t a Labour Premier 
should have used the economic position created by Ins 
Tory predecessors to squeeze the last drop from an 
opponent's weakness. 

I t is at first sight surprising tha t Mr. Lemass should 
be prepared to hand over to Britain control of Ireland's 
economic destinies, and risk British manufactured goods 
sweeping over the meadows of Ireland as the "London 
Evening News" picturesquely described it, for the modest 
sum of £10,000,000. How is this to be explained? 

It is to be explained by the fact t ha t under the policy 
of Joining the European Economic Community, lie 
regarded many Irish Industries as lost already. They 
were expendable. By selling them to Britain instead 
of letting them be smashed up by the Common Market 
he gets £10 million pounds for them. He may also hope 
that Britain will help to argue his case when the Anglo-
Irish Free Trade Area goes into E.E.C. as a unit. And 
what does he hope from Joining E.E.C.? The prospers 
of limitless cattle exports to the Continent? More cattle, 
fewer people in the Irish countryside? ' 

But even here Britain has driven a shrewd bargain. 
For the guarantee to supply Britain with the 638,000 store 
cattle means that Britain's requirements must be satisfi'd 
before Ireland can s tar t up the Continental trade. And 
at the moment Continental buyers are giving big pr ies 
for British cattle (many of them f rom Ireland) so that 
beef In the English shops costs 10/- a pound. 

ft ft ft ft 

T y H A T . i s the likely effect of all this? An immediate 
improvement of ten million in the balance of payments 

with Britain is of course not to be sniffed at. But a.s 
soon as the preferential treatment of British goods bnm.s 
to tell, then British manufacturers will begin the *ar 

against Irish industry. Their salesmen will go over. Their 
take-over men will strive to control more and more all 
wholesale then all retail outlets in Ireland. 

The British hire-purchase companies will move in. The 
worker, farmer, And businessman will be urged to live 
above his income; and all this will be reflected in the 
balance of payments. British capital will move into Irish 
farming, making use of the free trade conditions to skim 
the cream both ways. Caravan sites will pack the farm-
lands of Kerry and Connemara, all British owned. Mergers 
between British and Irish companies will increase. British 
take-over operators will penetrate into every sphere of 
Irish life. If Kilkenny Council decides to buy only Castle-
comer coal, British will invoke Article XIV which prohibits 
"public undertakings" adopting "new practices" which 
involve "trade discrimination on grounds of nationality." 

Not only will unemployment occur in certain industries, 
there will be a drain from the smaller shops and farms. 
The basic pattern of the present balance-of-payments will 
continue, with certain figures rising and others falling. 

Basically this arrangement is one by which the rich 
grow richer and the poor emigrate. We can expect 
greater British capital investments in Ireland. We can expect 
the businessmen of Ireland to link up with the newcomers 
in cases becoming no more than junior partners. We can 
expect them to make much more money, and be able to 
pay certain privileged workers (a minority) good wages. 
We can expect them to export their profits to London 
for investment at high rates of interest in the British 
Empire as they do now. We can expect them to tell the 
majority of the workers to hold back their wage-claims, 
otherwise British imports will wipe out their jobs. 

In essence the effect of this trade agreement will be 
to make the position of Ireland the same as it is in 
quality, but more so in quantity. I t is not a new, a 
progressive agreement; it is a reactionary, a backward-
looking agreement. I t does not at tempt to change the 
basic conditions of Irish life; but it throws away the means 
by which those who suffer from them can right them. 

ft ft ft ft 

T T is no accident tha t a chorus of praise has come from 
J - big farmers and big industrialists. Most of these are 
already well-integrated into the imperial system and the 
only big Irish-owned industries now are those tha t are 
-nationalised. The opposition has come from certain 
smaller interests among the industrialists, from the 
congeries of varied interests who depend on the Irish 
home market or the Irish cultural and educational system 
in the professions. Above all, opposition has come from 
the working-class movement. 

Thus, Sean Treacy, T.D., said in Tipperary that Fianna Fail 
had accused him of wanting to nationalise the flour-mill 
at the last election, but now it was closed down. This 
gives an indication of one of the ways the people will 
be able to fight back against the plan for even one more 
clearance of the natives, which may yet be combined 
with an attempt at a fresh plantation. The Irish Workers' 
Party which pioneered the fight against the economic 
assimilation of Ireland is showing remarkable signs of 
growth. 

The Labour Party af te r some hesitations seems to be 
taking the advice of its most progressive members. The 
trade union movement has not spoken clearly as a whole, 
but the workers in threatened industries have marched 
on great parades. The Sinn Fein party and Republican 
movement as a whole which also did so much pioneer 
work in this field, is fighting on many fronts. 

I t is a sobering thought tha t these forces comprise 
the totality of progressive thought and represent the 
majority of the people. F ianna Fail has adopted the Fine 
Gael policy and Fine Gael's only complaint is tha t those 
who' sold their country failed to get a decent price for it. 
The way therefore clears, over the next ten years, for a 
decisive confrontation in which the main force can only 
be the labour movement. People will remember James 
Connolly's warning tha t unless af ter the green flag was 
hoisted on College Green the people went forward for a 
workers' republic, England would rule them through her 
banks and investments. T h a t has now come about. 

ft ft ft ft 

r P H E R E should be no feeling of despondency among the 
Irish in Britain—victims of the takeover process 

described in this article. There may well be many more 
thousands of such victims before the tale is told. But 
the Irish people have many assets still. One is the national 
tradition handed down through the ages. Another is the 
independent state, centred a t Leinster House, which if It 
were once to be captured by a progressive government 
could turn the tables on British imperialism. Another 
is the great size and splendid organisation of the trade 
union movement. And a four th is the centre of discipline 
which the Republicans have established in the lower 
middle class. 

The effects of the pact will not be Immediate, nor will 
the counter-struggle meet with rapid success. For the 
moment it is important to see tha t the trade pact Is no? 
a new "bolt from the blue" but the logical extension of , 
the policy of those sections of Irish capital who have 
become assimilated with England. And even in the ranks 
of capital there will still be found some to Join with the 
rrople. a nation is not so easily extinguished as 
imperialists like to think. 

•This figure is of course arbitrary. 

E S T I M A T E D B A L A N C E O F I N T E R N A T I O N A L P A Y M E N T S 

W I T H DIFFERENT M O N E T A R Y A R E A S IN T H E Y E A R 1963 
(Dashes indicate that figures are less than £5(1.000 (including "nil") 

Great 
Britain Rest of Total U.S.A. 
and Six Sterling Sterling and 

Category Counties Area Area Canada 
£ million 

OECD Other 
Coun- Coun-

tries tries 
(a) (d) 

Total 
all 

Coun-
tries 

CURRENT RECEIPTS: 
Merchandise -exports and re-exports 

f.o.b. (b) 139.7 5.5 145.2 18.1 17.9 4.6 185.8 
Emigrants' remittances and legacies 5.7 
Receipts in respect of tourism and 

travel 41.2 

5.7 7.2 

41.2 7.9 

0.1 0.1 

0.4 — 

13.1 

49.5 
Income from capital 33.3 0.5 33.8 0.8 _ — 34.6 
Other receipts (c) 22.8 — 218 12.0 1.2 0.4 36.4 

Total receipts (c) 242.7 6.0 248.7 46.0 19.6 5.1 319.4 

CURRENT E X P E N D I T U R E : 

Merchandise imports, f.o.b. plus in-
surance and freight (b) 163.4 18.8 182.2 23.4 59.6 31.1 296.3 

Emigrants' remittances and legacies — — — 0.4 — 0.4 
Payments in respect of tourism and 

travel 18.6 . 18.6 1.1 2.6 0.1 22.4 
Outgo from capital 17.7 — 17.7 1.1 — — 18.8 
Other expenditure 2.8 — 2.8 0.5 0.3 — 3.6 

18.8 221.3 26.5 62.5 31.2 341.5 

Deficit ( - ) or Excess ( + ) of current 
transactions +40.2 -12.8 +27.4 +19.5 -42.9 - 26 .1 -22 .1 

Capital movements +21.3 +0.3 + 21.6 - 1 . 2 +2.5 - 0 . 8 +22.1 

T R A D E B E T W E E N I R E L A N D & T H E U N I T E D K I N G D O M 
( inc luding the six count ies ) 

£ £ 
£ 

Imports 
Exports 

(exclud. re-exports) Balance 

Live Animals 10,891,450 36,074,841 + 25,183,391 

Cereals 12,367,078 742,396 — 11,564,682 

Other Foodstuffs 20,256,171 43,114,382 + 22,858,211 

Drink and Tobacco 4,899,352 5,332,269 + 432,917 

Raw Materials 17,205,045 6,633,495 -10,572,550 

Mineral Fuels 20,821,478 2,098,899 -18,722,579 

Oils and Fats 1,460,080 460,611 - 999,379 

Chemicals 21,903,619 2,628,453 -19,275,166 

Manufactured Goods 63,907,229 26,500,508 —37,406,711 

Machinery 67,681,301 6,645,180 -61,036,121 

6,723,373 - 3,846,372 

£ 
Total British exports to all countries 4,060 million 

United States of America W0 million 

Ireland (32 counties, estimate) 250 million (at least) 

Australia 235 million 

West Germany 213 million 

South Africa million 

France 181 million 
(here intervene half a dozen countries) 

Republic of Ireland (excluding six counties) 148.9 million 

Britain's economic aim thus emerges. If she could regain her position as supplier of 75 per cent 
of the Irish market (her main competitor being Europe), she could aehieve • position where the 
Republio of Ireland became a more important market than France, and where Ireland as a whole 
became a market on the same level at the United States. The enormous magnitude of British 
trade with Ireland is not usually appreciated. But no doubt Mr. Wilson felt he was in an 
extremely strong position to utilise Ireland's dependent position and drive his bargain. 



6 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT January 1966 

1 m»u""tt mhiim mn"",mimii»' 
III::;!,!!!!,, 3 i , ! ! ; 1 I , 

GENERAL MUNROE 
k l Y name is George Campbell, at the age of eighteen 
^ ^ I joined the United Men to strive for the Green, 
And many a battle I did undergo 
With that hero >coitimander, brave -General Munroe. 
Have you heard of the battle of Balllnahtnch 
Where the people oppressed rose up in defence? 
When Munroe left the mountains his men took the field 
And they fought for twelve hours and never did yield. 

Munroe being tired and in want of a sleep 
IGave <a woman ten guineas itis seoret to keep; 
But when shegot the money the devil tempted her so 
That she sent for the soldiers and surrendered Munroe. 
T h e army they came and surrounded the '.place 
•And they took him to-JLisburn>and lodged him in ja i l ; 
And his father and mother in passing that way 
Heard the very last -words that their dear 9on did say : 
"Oh, I die for my country as I fought for her cause 
Arid I don't Tear your soldiers nor y e t heed your laws. 
And let every true mail Who "hates TrelamFs foe 
Fight bravely for freedom like Henry Munroe." 
And 'twas early one morning when the sun was still low 
They murdered our hero, brave General Munroe 
And high o'er the Courthouse stuck his head on a spear 

T u r to make the United Men tremble and fear. 
Then up came'MunrW's sister. she was all dressed in green, 
With a sword by her side that was well-sharped and -keen, 
fciving:three hearty Cheers, away she did go, 
-Saying, "I'll have revenge for-my brother Munroe." 
All ye^ood men who .listen, lust think of the fate 
-Of the-brave men who died in the year D8, 
For poor old Ireland would be free long ago 
If her sons were all rebels l ike Henry Munroe. 

THE AGRICULTURAL IRISH GTRL 
|F«HThe'wromen*r the town were 'bundled Hip together, 
1 I know a girl could beat them all in any kind of weather; 
The *rafti -cant -wash Hte pewdcr off beetmse she does not wear it, 
Her face and figure's all her own—it's true, I do declare i t ! 

CHORUS: 
She's a fine, stout, strong lump of an agricultural Irish girl 
She neither pahits UWIHwnfers Bntl trcr-figure ts all her own, 
She can hit that hard that you'd think 'twas the kick of a mule 

you 'got, 
It's the full of your arms of Irish love is Mary Ann Malone. 

She was only seventeen last grass, and still improving greatly, 
I wonder whaf«he'll be at all when her bones are set completely 
You'd think your hand was in a vice the moment that she shakes it, 
And if there's^any cake around, it's Mary Ann that takes it. 

BOOKS CAN BE OBTAINED BY 
POST FROM CONNOLLY 

ASSOCIATION 
3 7 4 G R A Y S I N N R 0 A B , L O N D O N , W . I 

S e m r f l ' c a s h w i t h o r d e r o r c a l l p e r s o n a l l y . 

r r H E Life & ThrtBs JHmws Connolly, 
* *by Desmond Greaves, 35/-, post and 

packing 1/3. The Wfttfry of the Irhto 
Citian Army, by 03.. -M. Fox (240 pp.), 
8/6, & p. l /- . T u b ir teh Volunteers 
191341915, RecoltnMam •and Document*, 
edited by F. X. Martin, O.S.A., 12/6, p. 
and t>. "-TB. IHSWry Irvtmd, -by 
Edmund Curtis, 12/6, p. and p. 1/3. This 
Is accepted as one of the best single-
volume histories of Ireland. It starts from 
the earliest origins of the country and 
takes the story up to the Treaty. 

RSger Casement—the Secret History of 
the Gorged Diaries, by Herbert Ktackey, 
7/6, ip. and p. 1/-. Jim LWfklh t M -Hie 
Dublin Lock-out of 1913, 5 / - , a n d p. lOd. 
(published by the Workers'"tTntdri of Ire-
land; illustrated). f i f t y Ymue <of^Llberty 
Hall, the story of the Irish Transport & 
General Workers' Union (willi lUtftrated), 
5/-, p. and p. 13 . 

The Irish In Scotland, by James E. 
Handlev, 7 6, p. and p. 1*6. F iom the 
Industrial Revolution to modern times. 
The 'Rising, by Desmond iftyan, '18/-, p. 
and p. 1 /-. The complete story of Easter 
Week. My Fight for Irish Freedom, by 
Dan Breen, 3/6, p. and p. -fid Brendan 
Behans New York, with drawings by 
Paul Hogarth, £1 (original price 30/-). 
Yea* ftie *Phrywr»fcm, by >W*rr tJTre, 16/-
(origtnai 34/-). tretofMk «AOtfcy 
Theatre, 1839-1951, by i e a n o x Robinson, 
origfcial price -, our price TD/B, p. ana 
p. i t o . 

Trte f reedom of 4ke o m i la >4 re land 
(17«#-1M1), 1)V firian tpgllB, original price 
25/-,tour price 1/6,«>.<«id<j». \ ) t . H-rfHAer 
and Otty -of OoMtn, by ainhard « a y -

WOTd, 7/6, p. and p. 1/3. 4-einster, Mun 
ster and Connaught, by Frank O'Connor, 
t/6, ip. and p. 1/3. 

The Great Hunger, by Cecil Woodham-
Smlth, 7/6, p. and p. 1/-. With the I.R.A, 
in the Fisht for Freedom, 2/6, p. and p. 
•W. *Mlchael Collins, T jyf tex Taylor, 3/6, 
p. and p . 9d. Bloody Sunday, by James 
Gieeson, 3/6, p.and p. 9d. The Mystery of 
the Casement Ship, 3/6, p. and p. 9d., by 
Karl Spinder, the ship's commander. 

Wolfe Tone and the Irish Nation, by 
Desmond '<5rewres, 21«, p. and p. -0d. 

The Irish Question and the British 
People, by Desmond Greaves, 2/6, p. and 
p. 6d., the most complete political account 
of Irelanfl today. Spies In Irdtand, by 
Enno Stephan, 3/6, p. and p. 9d. A well-
documented account of German espion-
age efforts in Ireland during the Weir. 

Walton's Treasury of Irish Songs and 
•Ballads, 5'6, p. and p 9d. 360 songs, no 
music. Terence MacSwiney, by Moirin 
Ch'amse, 7/6, p. and p. 1/-. There will 
be Another Day, by Peadar O'Donnell, 6/-, 
p. and p. 9d. 

The Tragic Story of the Colleen pawn, 
3 6, p. and p. 9d The Glencolumbcllle 
Story, by Fa ther McDyer, 2/-, p. and p. 
6d., an epic of the small fafmer'fi fight. 
Malachi—Stilt-Jack, a study of W. B 
Yeates and his work, by Brian Farrington. 
2/-, p. anH p. fed. 

Kevin "Barry, 'by Sean Crtmin, 8/8, ,p. 
andrp. 6d. Tragedies of Ken*, by Dorothy, 
MacAr'dle, 1/6. to. and p. tfd.Yhe ttmnklng' 
«f ttNslns, toy SulnAtey -"MaritamatSft, '3/8, 
P «ad P. »d. Whew Mcimtslmr Mao Jwre. 
h a w Sown, by Mtdhael TySuUfeabhain.' 

peooe to Kfcel Cork, J M M « I , 
•8/8, -p. and p. «d. 

THE BONNY LABOURING BOY 
A S I roved out one morning, all in the blooming Spring 

^ I overheard a damsel fair, most grievously did sing, 
Saying, "Cruel were my parents who me did sore annoy— 
They would not let me tarry with my bonny Irish boy." 

His cheeks are like the roses red, his eyes are black as sloes 
He is meek in his behaviour wherever that he goes, 
He is well-sized, both neat and wise, like a maiden's chastity 
If I had my wil l I would be still in my love's company. 

Says the mother to her daughter, "Why do you stoop so low 
To marry a poor labouring boy, around the world to go? 
Some noble lord wight fancy you, great riches to enjoy. 
So do not throw yourself away on a poor labouring boy." 

Says the daughter to the mother, "Your talk is all in vain, 
For knights and lords and dukes and earls, their efforts I disdain ; 
I'd soenerlive a happy life, where time I would employ 
Still waiting happy prospects with my bonny labouring boy. 

If I had all the riches now which great men have in store 
T i s freely I'd bestow them all on the lad that I adore ; 
His beauty so entangled me, the same I'll ne'er deny 
In the arms of my labouring boy I mean to live and die. 

We'll fill our glasses to the brim and let the toast go round 
Here's health ^o^every labouring boy that ploughs and digs the ground, 
Who, when his work is over, it is home he'll go with joy, 
And happ^ is the girl that weds the >bonny labouring boy. 

THE JACKETS GREEN 
W H E N I was a maiden fair and young on the pleasant banks of Lee 
" " No bin! that 4n the greenwood -sung was half so blithe and f ree; 
My -heart -ne'er beat with flying feet, no love sang me his queen 
Till down the glen rode Sarsfield's men, and they wore the jackets green. 

Young t>onal sat on his gallant grey like a king on a royal seat, 
And my heart leaped out on His regal way to worship at his feet. 
Oh ILove, had you tome in those colours dressed and wooed with a soldier's 

mien 
I'd have laid my head on your throbbing breast for the sake of your jacket 

green. 

No hoarded wealth did my love own, save the good sword that he bore; 
But I loved him for himself alone and the colour that he wore. 
For had he come in England's red, to make me England's queen, 
I'd rove the high green hills Instead for the sake of the Irish green. 

When Wil l iam stormed with shot and shell at the walls of Garryowen, 
In the breach of death my Oonal fell and he sleeps near the Treaty Stone. 
That breach the foemen never crossed while he swung his broadsword keen, 
And I do not weep my darling lost, for he fell in his jacket green. 

When Sarsfield sailed away I wept as I heard the wild ochone, 
I felt, then, dead as the men who slept 'neath the fields of Garryowen. 
While Ireland held my Oonal blessed, no wi ld sea rolled between, 
Till I would fold him to my breast all robed in his jacket green. 

My soul has sobbed like the waves of woe that sad o'er tombstones break, 
For I buried my heart in his grave below for his and for Ireland's sake. 
And I cry " Make way for the soldier's bride in your halls of death, sad 

queen," 
For I long to rest by my true love's side, and wrapped in the folds of green. 

1 saw the Shannon's purple tide roll down by the Irish Town 
As I stood in the breach by Donal's side when England's flag went down ; 
And now it glowers as it seeks the skies like a blood-red curse between— 
4 weep, but t is not women's sighs will raise the Irish Green. 

Oh, Ireland, sad Is thy lonely soul, and loud 4eats the winter sea, 
But sadder and higher the wild waves roll from the hearts that break for 

thee; 
Yet grief shall oome to our heartless foes, and their thrones In the dust be 

seen, 
So Irish maids, love none but those Whe wear the Jackets green. 

M I C H A E L S C A N L O N . ' 

fftJEEN O'GRADY 
W O W Eileen O'Grady's a real Irish lady, 
* ^ Um longing to call her my own, 
I'll not he contented ti l l she ha6 consented 

To be Mistress Barney Malone. 
I met this fair<treasure while walking for pleasure, 

She looked up at me, then sheeried 
Without any warning, "The top of the morning"— 

And then.up to her I replied : 

CHORUS: 
Oome, come, beautiful Eileen, come for a drive with me, 
Over the mountain and down by the lountain, 
Over the high read and down by the low road, 
Make up your mind, don* be unkind, and we'll drive to Castlebar, 
To the sofed I'm tno stranger, for you there's no danger, 
So up like a bird on my old Jaunting car. 

Now^Eileen said : "N« sir, w i th you 1 won't go, sir, 
tH>n*t think it linferttefuJ <of me : 

* * rather go w t t l k t n g t h m - h a w p e o p l e d i k i n g , 
Youkaow what the stoty would be." 

"Now, EUaen, my Jewel,! don't treat we so cruel, 
To treat me this way is a shame, 

W e r y e w m n i n b y f c n d say I'm your Barney, 
A n d d e n t *ee»-«ne wait ing in vain. 

January 1966 IRISH DEMOCRAT 7 

Edited by 
BOOK PAGE 

Gerard Cur ran 

FIVE FAMOUS IRISH WOMEN 

For children 
"OVER T H E BLACK M O U N T A I N " 

(by Marjorie Randle, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 13 6d.) 

" / \VER the Black \ icuntain" is a book 
of stories alwut Patsy Kerrigan and 

hit; fr iend Barney Breen. Patsy's parents 
arc poor farmers in the far west of 
Ireland- in the Glen of Killamacory 

The little dark people who live in the 
mountain are always trying to steal 
Patsy because he is. adventurous. At one 
time they use Barney as a bait but 
Patey and his 'parents always outwit them. 

Another story is about when Patsy 
r;oee down to the sea to live. He builds a 
.stone wall to keep the spray off his land. 
Unknown . to him the stones which he 
uses to make his wall are the stones 
on which the Princess of the sea sits. 
Slie- is very angry and casts a spell on 
Patsy's land and nothing turns out right 
so he takes down the wall. 

Another story Is about when Barney j 
Brcen marries a fairy. This story is | 
very amusing. The book is written as if | 
directly translated from Irish and is very , 
charming once one gets accustomed to the 
style. I think children from the age of 
7 to 11 would enjoy reading it but it 
could be read aloud to younger children. 
I think it is rather expensive at 13-/6 for 
it is only a short book, but the paper and 
print are very nice and the black and 
white illustrations by Peter Farmer are 
very good ELEANOR CLARK 

IRISH SAGAS 
" T H E T H R E E SORROWFUL TALES 

OF ERIN," by F. M. Pilkington 
(Bodley Head, 21/-) 

I I ERE are retold three of the oldest 
' 1 cycle of legends of Northern Europe, 

the Irish sagas of the Tuatha de Danaan 
i he Fomorians and the Red Branch 
Knights. These date back to the Celtic 
invasion of Ireland" some 2.400 years ago. 
and still have the power to move the 
reader with their epio quality and charm 
him with the beauty of their language, 
which comes through even in a free 
translation. Mr. Pilkington does this very 
effectively—the English is neither stilted 
nor unnatural , flows easily and yet main-
tains its epic tone consistently. 

These legends were handed down by-
word of mouth for hundreds of years 
before being written down, and there are 
still people in Ireland who have never 
lead them but can relate them word-
perfect. (Gael Linn lias done valuable 
work in making recordings of some of 
them). 

The three stories included in thus book 
are known as the Three Sorrows of 
Storytelling. First is the tale of the 
Sons of Tuireann. arui their' travels 
through the world to pay the forfeits 
exacted, by Lugfa the LongHanded for 
their slaying of his father—how they per-
form them through a combination of feats 
of armsv dljrtrtmsxjy and magic, only to 
die at th»'efl*i,..ft>cL«g[x in liis implacahle 
hatred will hot grant them the magic 
apples of. Hasfferoa. whteh will cure their 
fearful woatndi It is interesting to note 
how magic enters into these tales, some-
times to- help, the' hwo. yet unable in the 
mid to halp» hinj. avoid his fate. 

Next cornea the: well-loved story of the 
children ot UP, transformed into swans 
by their jealous stepmother. Here again 
their fa ther has power to turn their step-
mother into a demon of the air. yet not 
10 rescue them from their p'ight, which 
is to spend 1,200 years swimming on the 
water® of I/jtlgh Derrnvarragh tin West-
meath* in the Sea of Moyle between 
Ireland and Scotland, and the Sea of 
Glora off t h e wild western coast. They 
are restored t o human form by St. Pat-
rick—the original legend is of course 
much older thau the Saint—only to find 
i heir families long dead and their palaces 
green mounds 

Finally is told the beautiful story of 
Deirdre and Naolse, and their persecution 
and death, with Naoise's brothers, at the 
bands of the treacherous King Connor, 
after bein? lured back to Ir-land from 
their peaceful refuge In Scotland. 

P.O'S. 

"Daughters of Erin" 
By Elizabeth Coxhead 
(Seeker & W a r b u r g , 3 0 / - ) . 

^ " H I S is a very welcome account of 
the lives of five Irishwomen who 

all in one way or another played a 
considerable part in the national 
movement during the first parrot this 
century. It is welcome because al-
though the names of Maud Gonne, 
Constance Markievicz, Sarah Purser 
and Sally and Molly Allgood are 
familiar, not much is known gener-
ally beyond the names. Certainly, the 
political significance of two of them 
—Maud Gonne and Constance Mfcr-
kievicz— is not fully appreciated. 

The two women have much in common, 
as this book brings out. Both of them 
aevoted their lives to the? struggle- to 
liberate Ireland from English rule: And 
both of them saw th !s struggle in starkly 
realistic and uncompronrsing terms. 
Writing of Constance Markievicz, Miss 
Coxhead says: "Like Maud Gonne before 
her, she had little use for the poetic. 
Ceitic-twilit side of the movement, but 
she responded in?tant'y to the seasoned' 
fighters.- from the working class, whose 
knowledge of its sufferings was bred in 
the bone, and in whose philosophy the 
Nationalist cause was indissolubly bound 
i y with social revolution." 

Both of them were single-minded 
women of action whose concrete achieve-
ments were immense. Maud Gonne in 1887 
prevented famine in Mayo by organising 
the starving people to threaten armed re-
sistance if conditions did not improve. In 
1900 she formed the Daughters of Erin, 
the revolutionary women's society which 
was to consolidate and give recognition 
to the important part played by women 
in the national struggle 

Tha t same year they were re pon„:b!.' 
for "the biggest thing yet organised by 
the Nationalists" -a Patriot c Treat at-
tended by all the schoolchildren who had 
reftised, to lie bribed into parading before 
Queen Victoria. From her exile in Paris 
she helped to found the women's maga-
zine "Bean na hEireann" which was to 
carry articles by Connolly and Griffith 
as well as her own fiery political writings, 

/ tONSTANCE MARKIEVICZ joined the 
struggle in 1908 at the age- of 40. 

By 1909. in spite of strong opposition, she 
was forming an Na Fianna Eireann in 
order to lay the foundations for an Irish 
army. During the strikes and lock-outs 
of 1913 she saved many Dublin lives by-
organising her famous Liberty Hall kit-
chen. Imprisoned five times during her 
life-time she could write: • Sending you, to 
gaol is like pulling out all the-loud stops 
in all the speeches you ever made or 
words you ever wrote." 

Maud Gonne recognised herself as an 
amateur after 191G but the. Countess .who 
had learnt how to use a gun now got 
down to educating herse'f in political 
economy. She was the first woman to be 
elected to Westminster but it was as 
Minister of Labour in De Valera's "Dail 
on the run" that she made h r mark in 
an at tempt to secure economic independ-
ence from Britain. 

Neither woman accepted the 1921 treaty. 
Constance Markievicz's objections to it, 
specific and hard-headed, were voiced in 
the revolutionary paper "Errs." Maud 
Gonne spent the rest of her long life 
(old and grey, perhaps, "but not. as her 
poet had prophesied, full of sleep") tire-
lessly working for the Republican cause. 

Finally, both women were criticised by 
Yeats for taking part in politics at all. 
This might be irreleva-nt except that Yeats 
represents not, only a powerful influence 
but also in this case a fairly conventional 
attitude. Maud Gonne in particular 
suffers from being Loo closely linked with 

his name. As Miss Coxhead smartly 
points out "Maud Gonne was for so long 
the centre of his life, that none of his 
numerous biographers seem to have 
realised how far away he- was lrom the 
centre of hers." 

| JNE of the most exhilarating aspects of 
this book is the way in waicii Yeats' 

attitude, to- women in politics is "shorn of 
the splendid language" and, subjected to 
a down-to-earth analysis. Constance's 
sister, Eva Gore-Booth, he had referred to 
as one who, had. wasted .youth and beauty 
striving towards "some vague Utopia." In 
fact she had been bu -y in Manchester 
successfully organising women workers to 
light for their rights. Similarly the work 
of- Constance* MarkieviCz and Maud Gonne 
in Dublin couldr-hardly be called the pro-
duct of bitter, abstract minds. What 
Yeats', criticism amounted to was: "It 
would have been much better if these 
women had remained in the drawing-
room as beautiful ornaments for men's 
delight." Fortunately for; themselves and 
for Ireland they paid little attention to 
his objections. 

The section on Sarah purser pays tri-
bute to her major work in reviving the 
art of stained glass in IreJand; and under-
lines the fact that the Dub'lfi Municipal 
Gallery of Modern Art was largely her 
creation. The lively account of 'Sarah and 
Moily Allgiood's stage lives includes an 
interesting sidelight on Molly's relation-
ship, with Synge. 

"Ireland, more than most, is a man's 
country. . . . This is essentially the story 
of five women's strugg'es — struggles 
made fiercer by Victorian and Edwardian 
convention, by every sort of difficulty and 
d iscouragemenri-to live the lives of com-
plete human beings in a man's world,'' 
Miss Coxhead writes in her Introduction. 
A large part of her purpose in writing the 
book is. I think, to shotp that a woman, 
any woman's place,' is not only in the 
home. 

OLIVIA McMAHON. 

O N E - S I D E D S T O R Y O F 1 9 1 2 - 2 3 
"The Orange and the Green," 

by Clifford King. 
(MacDonald, London , 30/- ) 

T H I S is one of the most one-s'ded. pre-
judlced books I have ever read. To 

make matters worse it contains a num-
ber of gros3 inaccuracies. As a study 
of Irish history and politics it is there-
fore of little vulu?, 

I suppose we can look forward to a 
spate of books like it. though It is a 
chdling prospect. With th i» I r i sh ques-
tion considered in some quarters to be 
finished and done with, it is time to 
bring out the glatses. "We are all jolly 
old pals now. and Isn't it nice. It is not 
that we had anything against you in the 
past, it's just that we didn't understand 
you." 

But the- total effect is the distortion of 
Trish history and a confirming of the 
typical prejudices of the British public. 

This book is an attempt to deal with 
the events in Ireland during the years 

with the last 20 odd pages 
bringing the story up to m-wterrr times. 
The conflict of th - period is seen as be-
tween Irish nationalists and Ulster 
Unionists, with the British Government 
trying to hold, the balance in the middle. 
This was official Tory propaganda and the 
au 'hor has swallowed it hook, line and 
sinker. 

The author gets off. to- an early start 
on this th- me. On page five- he tells of 
his early life in Liverpool and describes 
the fights between CrthoMcs a n d Orange-
men He bemoans the-efffKts on "us Eng-
lish 1:1 the middle, caught, so to spsak. 
between two warring factions.' ' But who 
et them at war? Whos«> interests were 

they serving by stoning each other? 
Later in the book, Mr. Clifford tnUs of 

how Carson on h.s return from Be'fast 
after the inauguration of the Ulster 
Covenant, was met at L'verp.ool by a great 
crowd, including Archibald Sa'v dge, the 
leader cf the Conservative majori ty in the 
Liverpool. City Council. Bo the English 
were c u g h t in the middle, Mr. C ifford? 

Middle or no ra'ddle the tendency of 
the oook is t.0 sympath with the Union-
ists. We are told of one of the incidents 
ending to the re'lglous rioting. The affair 

in que ;tton took place In Castledawson. 
Co, Derry A parade of "fully-grown men 
and armed with pikes and what were de-
scribed as bludgeons," encountered on the 

highway "a Sunday School excursion, lee 
by a boy's band and made up mostly ol 
women and children." One of the Hiber-
nians, "provoked apparent y beyonc! 
human endurance by the sight of a small 
lad waving a Union Jack snatched th 
flag from the child's hand and some of hif 
companions set about beating up the Sun-
day School party." 

So now we know how it all started! For-
get the provocative actions and speeches 
of Carson and his followers. If only those 
dreadful ruffians in Cast'edawson hadn't 
been provoked by the innocent wee led 

Here and there one gets an indication 
of why Mr. Clifford thinks ps lie does. On 
page 83 he writes: "In Southern Ireland 
there was bitterness too, d rect ' d against 
people whom it was convenient to call the 
English, but who were, in reality, the 
people of the REST of Britain who did 
not feel as the Sinn Feiners did." 

The "rest of Britain." in. other words, 
the Irish peop'e were on'y a part of 
Britain. This failure to sec the Irish as 
a distinct nation prevents Mr. Clifford 
from writing objectively. 

Fur ther on we are treated to a smear 
against the I.R.A. ' But inevitably there 
were others who had somehow armed 
themselves and were not pivve 
from t h e opportunity to settle old scores 
or commit crimes." But not a. s.n;j;e 
example is produced to justify this claim 

The author singles out Jamee Oonnol y 
for special treatment, but again his facts 
and conclusions are at fau't. Connolly 
was bom in Ulster we are told, wher as it 
has been clearly established that he was 
born in Edinburgh. In the op iiLcn of Mr. 
Clifford. Connolly was "e'early no Marx-
ist." What is the basis for this coriolu 
sioit? Slmpiv tha t ' "Crwmoity "wae un 
able to resist the nationalism that was in 
the very air p-ople were breathing in those 
days." Mr. Clifford's countwpos 'm; o r 

socialism and nat idealism is 50 years out 
of date, and it was Connolly who made 
It so. If the author had read "Labour in 
Irish History," he wou'd have seen 
(Chapter 2) that Connol'y ixisect hi* inter-
pretation of Irish history on the principles 
of Marx One nrght atM that no less 8 
figure t h a n Leniu just lied. Connolly's role 
in the 1016 Rising. 

One could go on. There Is hardly a 
page which doesn't contain .something da-
serving of refutation. 

SEAN REDMOND, 

YEATS 
T H E text of Brian Partington's W. 

B. Yeate memorral lecture which 
was delivered in London last June 
has now been issued by Connolly 
Publications Ltd. as a pamphlet with 
a handsome cover, prised at.2/-. 

This was the lecture which caused 
such comment. It is in a sense the 
first attempt at a rational approach 
to Yeats an* hte work. What Conor 
Cruise C O r i m aid for Yeats's 
politics,. Mr. Farrington has done for 
his poetry. Mehns sfetown itt Intimate 
connection- with Yeats's family and 
historfeml'i iMckgtoMMl, a n * ' in the 
process has i(ruminated questions of 
poetrr whfth • have- up* to new not 
been clear. 

Yeats's romanticising of hinwetf 
Farrington seen as originating in extte 
in London where he went1 to school 
atud hated it. Hi t native SHga far 
away was the^fafryltad ol dreams, 
and his own. position in it became 
likewise "la*g«r than life." 

It is of course known that Yeats 
dabbled with socialism and mingled 
in London's (esthetic bohemia. But 
Mr. Fwr i i ig tM bvmgv Mrt more 
clearly tftairtanybodr e«*e- hwvudeeply 
Yeats assimilate* the "art for art'6 
s a W atmosphere of the timav so that 
i i the "magic?' was perhaps- largely 
" a m r the- ssfret ie skwdjwwt was 

riMmlenedt event at the end. 

The title, is derived f rom one of 
Yesrt&'s last poems in wtrich he 
ridicules, himself, and at th» same 
t int* reasserts himself over his own 
setf-rWfsttfe. The poem is called 
"MfclacM-stlfHack." 

This pamphIM gives a better 
aecount of what "made Yeats tick" 
than many a book of hve hundred 
exegetlc, pages. It shouid be read by 
every Irish socialist or republican. 

M M 
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BELFAST INDUSTRY IS 
MURDERED 

AND THE MURDERER IS BRITAIN 
p I E R C E alarm stalks the palatial workers' club built and staffed by the 

trade unionists of Short & Harlands in Belfast. 
For if the implications of the now notorious Plowden Report 

are put into effect, as there is every reason to suppose they will 
be, then seven thousand Irishmen's jobs will go the way of all 
flesh. 

Already r e d u n d a n c i e s a r e 
threatened. 

For on the basis of the existing 
order-book there will be 3,000 men 
sacked before the end of this year. 

It is now realised that the Unionists 
planned to get the general election over 
before this news escaped, and barely 
managed to get returned before it sank 
in. 

PROMISES 
Gone by the board are all British 

promises to maintain Short and Harlands, 
one of the most efficient plants in Western 
Europe, on its present basis until 1970. It 
is a semi-nationalised industry and must 
take a back seat when hand-outs are being 
given to private enterprise. 

Trade unionists in the six counties are 
fighting to save the existence of the fac-
tory. Particularly interested is the pro-
gresslvemlnded- Draughtsmen's A Allied 
Technicians' Association. 

For many years nationalists and the 
more far-seeing Labour and trade union 
people have been pointing out that the 
union with Britain does not in fact help 
to preserve Irishmen's Jobs, and that only 
a united independent Irish Republic pre-
pared to stand up to imperialism can do 
it. This news rubs the lesson in. 

RECONSTITUTE 
THE REPUBLIC 

AN Cumann Naisiunta na Poblachta. 
The National Republican Association, 

from its headquarters in Dundalk has 
called for support to give life and effec-
tiveness to the constitution of the all 
Ireland Republic brought into being by the 
Proclamation of 1916 which was ratified 
by the people of the 32 counties in the 
May 1921 general election. 

They are seeking a plebiscite or general 
election to set aside Article 3 of the 
present constitutions, which recognises 
partition. 

TRADE PACT 
-from page one 

The Irish Workers' Party plastered 
Dublin with posters protesting against the 
pact, and held an open-air meeting at 
Abbey Street which was remarkable for 
the number of young people attending. 

The Wolfe Tone Society held a well-
attended protest meeting in the Brick-
layers' Hall, Cufle Street. Dublin, at which 
Thomas Gill (secretary of Sinn Fein) and 
Anthony Coughlan supported Mr. Michael 
O'Learv. T.D., who pledged the Labour 
Party to oppose the sell-out. One of the 
car-assembly workers whose jobs are likely 
to be threatened also spoke, 

Mr. Gill warned the gathering that the 
evil effect of the agreement would be 
cumulative and at the start people would 
think not much harm had been done. 

NATIONALISTS 
REORGANISE 

AT a meeting in Belfast on December 
12th, the decision was taken to press 

ahead with establishing a new Nationalist 
Party with emphasis on improved organ-
isation and the co-ordination of the activi-
ties of the party's existing organisations 
in various parts of the six counties. 

The meeting, whtch was attended by 
Nationalist M.P.s and Senators and eight 
delegates from each of the nine National-
ist represented constituencies, agreed 
unanimously to the setting up of a twenty-
three man committee. 

The leader of the party, Mr. Eddie Mc-
Ateer. described the formation of the 
committee as a starting point. It would 
examine and report on the holding of the 
first-ever Nationalist Party convention 
early next spring, and would also consider 
the establishment of a central Nationalist 
headquarters in Belfast. 

Mr. McAteer said " that they welcomed 
the help of all Catholics and Protestants 
alike—who can agree that an Ireland ruled 
by the Irish is the most natural of political 
desires." j 

THAT FISH WAR 
* PUBLIC enquiry is to be held into-

the position at Dunmore East, Co. 
Wexford, following complaints that the 
fishing port was in danger of extinction 
and that local fishermen had a riumber 
of grievances. 

Source of the trouble is the decision of 
the Irish Government to allow boats from 
the six counties to fish in twenty-six 
county waters, and to have facilities for 
landing their catches. Local fishermen 
claim that the six county boats fly British 
flags and received British subsidies and 
should therefore be classed as 
"foreigners." 

DUNGANNON 
MAN CHARGED 

A 22-YEAR-OLD Dungannon man, Mr. 
Gerard Anthony Loughran. was 

charged at Clogher last month under the 
Special Powers Acts. He was accused of 
collecting notes on the use of explosives, 
mines and rocket launchers, and was re-
manded until January 5th on bail. 

FITT CAN WIN 
WEST BELFAST 

T H E one man who could win 
1 West Belfast from the 

Unionists and has it in him to 
become the spokesman of 
nationalist Ireland at Westmin-
ster has consented to go up in 
the constituency in the next 
election. 

Mr. Gerald Fitt who has been 
one of the three councillors for 
Dock Ward (the ward contested 
by James Connolly years ago) 
and represents Dock at Stor-
mont, can carry the nationalists 
and a section of the Protestant 
Labour people as well. Let us 
hope that no other party com-
mits the crime of splitting his 
votes. 

FIVE SUNDAY LECTURES 
for Members ar\d Friends 

3 p.m. - 5 p.m. A.C.T.T. HALL 

SOHO SQUARE, LONDON, W.l. 

16th JANUARY—Miss K. Beauchamp (London M.C.F.) 
"Imperialism and Neo-Colonialism." 

30th JANUARY—Descond Greaves: 
"British Imperialism in Ireland." * 

13th FEBRUARY—Sean Redmond: 
"Irish National Freedom Movement." 

27th FEBRUARY-Joseph Deighan : 
"The Irish Working Class." 

13th MARCH—Michael Cooiey : 
"How the British Worker Helps." 

• At 374 Grays Inn Road, London, W.l. 

tr 

* T ICKETS FOR DANCE 
M A R C H 17th 

NOW A V A I L A B L E * 

LONDON DIARY 
(Continued from Page Three) 

farmers. This is indeed true over all 
Europe. 

If the right thing WAS done, the Irish 
Government would encourage co-operative 
marketing by the smaH farmers, and. 
launch a campaign In Britain under tlt«* 
slogan "Irish food has Uste In It." ,t 

But I can tell you who won't like that' 
—the British interests who are at present! 
getting ready to start the broiler business 
in Ireland and sweep the small farmers -

poultry trade (what is left of itt out of 
existence. 

Our 

CONNOLLY 
ASSOCIATION 

Central London Branch 
Every Wednesday at 8 p.m. 

374 Grays Inn Road 
JANUARY 

5—1916-66. Jubilee Year, 
Plans, by Sean Redmond 

12-PRESS R E P O R T S - t h e latest 
news of the Struggle in Ire-
land. by Pat Hensey. 

19—TRADE UNIONS AND WAGE 
LEGISLATION, by Michael 
Cooiey, Executive Council 
member of Draughtsmen's & 
Allied Technicians' Association 

26 POLK MUSIC—ITS PURPOSE 
AND MEANING, by Ted 
Shields, Workers' Musical As-
sociation. 
All supporters welcome 

BALLOT 
RESULT 

y H E Connolly Association wish's to 
thank those who helped make a suc-

cess of Its Christmas ballot, and con-
gratulates the luoky winners, who were as 
follows:— 

First prize. Ticket No. 1760. Mr. T C. 
Proudly, 195 Leigham Court Road, London. 
S.W.I 6. 

Second prize. Ticket No. 0443. Mr. R 
C. Fairly, 27 Denman House, Lordship 
Road, London, N.16. 

Third prize. Ticket No. 1618. Mr. 
Hands, C.3., Belmont Hospital, Sutton, 
Surrey. 

Fourth prize. Ticket No. 1287. Mr. and 
Mrs. Tilley, 33 Haverhill Road, London. 
S.W.12. 

Fifth prize. Ticket No. 0066. Mr. T. 
Seales, 4 Bellefield Road, London, S.W.9. 
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