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Co. Cork citizens 
defend their homes 

MIDLETON RENTS CRUX 
IN December last the town of IMdieton, East Cork, was sold 
1 by the Earl of Mldletyn, landlord of the area, over the 
heads of its people. The citizen* of the town were given no 
opportunity of buying the freehold of their households as they 
had baftded together to do. 

J , J the I.R.A. to Cork which distri-
Since then the new landlords buted a statement demanding that 

have demanded huge rent in-
creases, f r o m some of the owners 
whose leases have fallen in. 
One shop-owner, previously paying 
£40 a n n u a l ground-rent, has peen 
asked t o pay £360 a year in future . 

IN ARMS 
T h e people of Midleton are up 

in a rms about this. On Saturday, 
April 24th, the town closed down 
for several hours to enable 
1,000 local people to come up to 
Cork a n d 
streets to 
a letter of j tngf la y j j b f f l f i d e d toft 
to t b ^ oQces of ttte-^CTTowners of 
the Midleton Estate. Almost t he 
whole adtftt population of the town 
must have taken part. 

T h e protest movement has been 
supported by Midleton republicans, 

twenty-six county "de facto 
ent" should acquire the 

of Midleton by compulsory 

UNITY URGE 
GRIPS SIX 
COUNTIES 

on 
KiKedder attacks the N.I.LP. 

A F l fcR gonerations erf mutual distrust and hostility real signs are appearing 
* * that Northern Catholics and Protestants ace beginning to unite as Wolfe 
Tone urged ibem "under the common title of Irishmen." 

They are uniting to demon* democracy, the thing the 

MP. 
PROBE MOTION 

A PRIVATE Member's motion in the 
n name of Mr. Paul ROM (Blackley, 
Manchester, was pat dow« fpr Friday, 
April 30th. It called for j n enquiry 
into allegations of denials of civil 

In the six counties of Northern Ireland, 
Unfortunately the motion was never retched. The 

wptixos spent too much time discusslng the preced-
Mr. Rose was recently attacked in the columns 

"Belfast Newsletter." 

United Irishmen demanded before illegal repression forced 
them to reorganise themselves "Upon a rebellious basis." 

Measures of the new feeling that majority in Belfast, and possibly, 
is abroad can be seen in the Joint even in Stormont. 
discussions being held between. At present one-third of His 
different religious denominations Westminster electorate Is dented 
on common problems. These do the vote in local elections. The 
not count for much politically 1>ut enfranchising of this vast m m c 
show the way the wind blows. This ber of working-ciasa people, both 
development would have seemed Protestant and Catholic, would 
unimaginable only a year ago. s t ake Unionism to its foundations. 

REFORM 
The demand for the reform of 

the franchise was made first 
priority a t the recent conference of 
the Northern Ireland Labour 
Party. This would mean an end 
to gerrymandering and the pos-
sibility of a 

When the Labour delegates 
asked Sir Prank Soskice if he 
would help them get a fa i r elec-
toral system, to everybody's 
astonishment he said he would not. 
He would not interfere with the 
Unionists as this was "contrary to 

Labour-Nationalist established constitutional prac-

ln the " Irish 
Democrat" can be obtained for 
readers also we carry • stock of 
popular paper-backs of Irish in-
terest—pan Breeu, Sean Treaoy, 
Ernie O'Malley, together with the 
workaof James Connolly. Lists on 
application from 374 Grays Inn 
Read, London, W.C. t, or call In 
any Saturday morning 11 a.m. to 
3 tun. 

Y - EIGHT Labour 
'are to sponsor a 

Campirtgn for Democracy in 
Northern Ireland whose first 
meeting early in May will oe 
addressed by Mrs. MoCluskey measure* to end discrimination ha®>. 
from Dwigannon. O b j e o t s and gerrymandering. Names 
inoiude a public enquiry end of thb sponsors are: 

Six new devel 
in national 

To be discussed on May 29th 
» 

A T a meeting of the Executive Council of the Connolly 
n Association, held in London on Monday, April 26th, 
arrangements were made for what is likely to be the most 
important conference of the Acseciation since the great 
Birmingham Conference of December, 1955. 

The Conference takes place at 
the Oonway Hall on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 29th and 30th. 

The Executive Council adopted 
heads for the drafting of a reso-
lution on the new situation and the 
measures called for by it, and it 
was agreed that the following six 
fundamenta l changes in the situa-
tion since the last conference re-
quired attention:— 

(1) The election of a Labour 
Government and the oonso-
quent sh i f t In the emphasis from 
fighting our enemies to urging 
on our friends, and helping to 
MO the mutual Interest. 

<») The O'NellHLemase talks 
resulting in a thaw of sectarian 
divisions in the six counties and 
the possibility of ttio whole Irish 
question being re-opened as a 
mat ter of prsotioal politics. 

(1) The Election in the 
twenty-six counties with the 
larger part ies to hold up its 

liberties movement 
(S) The emergence of new ten-

dencies in Irish Republicanism. 
(S) Labour legislation affecting 

the social conditions of the Irish 
in Britain. 
I t was decided tha t the basis of 

representation be the same at this 
conference as at all other con-
ferences since 1955. A number of 
distinguished visitors from the 
Irish and Labour movements were 
to be personally Invited, but the 
conference was not to be open to 
the press or general public. In-
vitations were to be issued by the 
Standing Committee and not by 
brlLnches. 

There are to be four sessions, 
the first an annual report pre-
sented by the general secretary, 
the second a report on the new 
situation and Its potentialities. At 
the third a resolution for future 
action will be proposed, while the 
fourth which will be held in pri-
vate, will deal with organisation, 

fu r the r ' advance by attacking including finance and the election 

W. H. All#rttt (Scotland Road, 
Liverpool), Frank Alteon (Salford 
Earti, Norman Bucfcan (Renfrew-
shire West), Neil Carmichaei (Wood-
side, Glasgow), Richard Crawahaw 
(Toxtcth), Hagh Delargy (Thur-
rock), James Dempsey (Coatbridge 
Sc Airdrie), A. E. P. Daffy (Colne 
Valley), b a n Evans (Yardley), Reg 
Freeson (WlBesden East), Bernard 
Flood (Acton), Win Griffiths (Ex-
change, Manchester), William Ham-
ling (Woolwich West), Roy Hatters-
ley (Snarkbrook, Birmingham), 
Dennis Hobden (Kemptown, Brigh-
ton), Emrys Hughes (Ayrshire Sth.), 
Hugh Jenkins (Wandsworth, Put-
ney), Dr. D. Kerr (Wandsworth C.), 
Mrs. Anne Kerr (Rochester A Chat-

Marcus Untoa (Brixton), 
Kenneth Lomas (Huddersflekl West), 
Peter Mahon (Preston Sth.), Simon 
Mahon (Bootle), Michael Jf ~ ' 
(tpee), Dr. Maurice Miller ( 
grove, Glasgow), William .MMftfr 
(Ealing North), Alfred 
(Wythenshawe, M'chetter), 

Morris (Openshaw, 
Stan Newens (Eppinr), Erie 
(West Derby. Liverpool), Stan 
(Salford West), Derek Page ( 
Lynn), Ivor Richards ( 
Court), Paul Rose (Blackley, 
Chester), Julias Silverman (Aateq, 
Birmingham), Renee Short (Wolver-
hampton North-East), Brian WaMen 
(Ail Saints, Birmingham), Shirley 
Williams (Hitchin), Harold Walker 
(Doncaster). 

Prominent trade unionists are 
now bting invited to 
themselves with the campaign. 

tice." In this phrase Sir Frank ad-
mitted what all his predecessors 
have denied:— 

P a r t * -
to'intervene 

but dees not practise i t 
(2) That the partition system 

and its constitutional forms are 
there for the benefit of British 
imperialism, and Labour solid-
arity as he understands it doee 
not extend to the mere Irish, 

oven when they are the Presby-
terians and Methodists of hie 
"sister-party" the N.I.L.P. 
It is said that these revelations 

have produced a profound sense of 
shock in Labour circles, and a con-
viction that the present Home 
Secretary has given very little 
study to the Irish question. 

Although in the six counties 
largely because of the N.I.L.P. con-
ference, he went out of his way to 
stress his confidence In Captain 
Terence O'Neill, the imperial 
gauleiter. 

(Continued on Pags Eight) 

proportional lepmeentation. 
(S) The growth of the unity of 

the antt-Unloniet foroos In the 
six counties as evidenoed by the 
phenomenal euoooee of the oivfl 

of the new executive council. 
Branches are invited to nominate 
members for the new executive 
council at their earliest con-
venience. 

Wolfe Tone Commemoration 

TRAFALGAR SQUARE 

JUNE 20th 
Remen^ber the date 

S p e a k e r s : 

MAURICE ORBACH, MP 

FENNER BROCKWAY 
Procession leaves Hyde Park 3.15 p.m. 

Irish speakers 
to be 

announced 

DUBLIN HITS 
APARTHEID 

i ' P H E South African rugby team, 
the famous Springboks, got a 

sound "political drubbing" f rom 
Irish opponents of racialism in 
.sport during their tour of Ireland 
at the beginning of April. 

In Belfast, where they had their 
first match, the three-months-old 
local branch of the Irish Anti-
Apartheid Movement had mustered 
a picket 40 strong to the gates of 
the playing field, urging people not 

to attend because an ail-white 
team was playing, on which non-
white South Africans had no 
chance of being selected. It 
should be remarked that the Bel-
fas t police, unlike the Gardai in 
Dublin later, were in no way help-
ful to the picket. They acted as 
if the thousands of spectators were 
in extreme physical danger from 
the picketers, and they did their 
best to intimidate those carrying 
posters and banners by quizzing 
them and asking for their names 
and addresses. 

(Cont. on Page Seven, Col. One) 
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DEFENDERS OF COMMON MAN 
N.C.C.L. meets in London 

T H E R E is no conference quite l ike 
the General Meeting of the 

National Council for Civil Libert ies . 
This is the w e e k e n d when a l i t t le 
light is let into s o m e of the darker 
recesses of modern society and ques-
tions are aired w h i c h the pol i t ical 
parties often l ike to brush to one 
side. 

It is an important conference. It is a 
serious conference. Yet it is also a de-
lightfully easy-going almost informal con-
ference presided over by the very tolerant 
Scot, Mr. Malcolm Purdie, whose pawky 
humour is equal to every emergency. Be-
side him sits chubby Martin EnnaLs, with 
a sharp brain behind an expression of 
butter would not melt in his mouth. On 
each side is displayed the legal and 
trade union talent which has made the 
council reared by all who try to clip the 
people's wings," and Mr. Ennals's name one 
to threaten any would-be dictator with. 

"VjyHAT makes the N.C.C.L. meeting fas-
; ' ' cinating is the great variety of sub-
jects which it covers. Among these, let 
i t be said, the Irish question is emi-
nently respectable. A resolution calling 
for a Royal Commission to enquire into 
the alleged abuses of democracy in the 
six counties was passed unanimously with-
in the first few minutes of the gather ing 

FADHB AN 
DQMHAIN THIAR 

r i j INNEADH sceal mor ar na m&llaibh 
ar nuachtain na Breataine mar gheall 

a r chuairt Herr Willi Brandt go Sasana. 
Bhi Herr Brandt, a t a ina mheara ar 
Bheirlin Thiar, chun f reas ta l a dheanamh 
ar chruinniu priobhaideach idir thaois gh 
phairtithe lucht oibre na hEuropa. Fuair 
se an t-aimear le gabhail o thuaidh go 
Coventry. Is e an g h n o a bhi aige ansin 
a ucht a bhualadh agus a ra ar son 
mhuintir na Gearmaine Thiar go ra ibha 
aifeala orthu go d t e a r n M h dfc-scrios a r 
Coventry le linn an .chQgaidh dheirea/iai. 
Bhi grainghraf mor a r na nuachtain ag 
talspeaint Herr Brand t ina sheasamli faoi 
cliolunaid ardeaglaise Coventry. Duairt se 
go mbeadh a n ardeaglats mar comhartha 
de bhuan-siochana idir Gearmainigh 
agus Sasaaalgh. Is ma i th .du ineno naisiun 
a dheannann ai threachas agus is 
car thaaach iad a mhaitheamh. Ach an 
bhtuil deireadh lels an angadh go foill? 
Bhi se le sonru la ar na mharach gur 
cuimhniodh i nuachta in na Breataine gur 
leagadh anuas breis is dha chead tonna de 
bhuamai ar Choventry agus aacli ra ihh 
Hitler i ndao mlsneach agus toil chun 
bhua i gcroithe lucht Coventry a scrios 
mar a scrios se an sean-teampali. Cibe 
ar bith hiarradh ar Herr Brandt lar-ionad 
d'ogauaigh a oscladh, a dh'ioc na 
Gearmanaigh feln as a thogail. Baisteadh 
a n tairun "teach Sheain Ui Ceinnide' ' a r 
an aras i gculmhne iar-uachtarain na S t a t 
Aointaithe. 

ARMHACH SAN AIS 
Nach iomai cor iontach a chuireas an 

saol seo as? Seo iad na Gearmajnigh ag 
iarraidh maltheamh a gcukl peacai mar-
fach in ainm Bbeafti Ui Cheinnide agus 
lena linn ta L.B.J. uachtaran na Sta t 
Aontaithe 'la lathair as tabhalrt an ide 
uafasach ceanna do mhuintir Vietnanih. 
Ta arm bach millteanach ar suil ag n a 
Meiricanaigh anois. Nil pleascain ag tlt im 
ar Nua York no ar Los Angeles, ach 
ta buamai napalm. tjas ninihe agus gleas 
diabhalto darbh ainm "an Bulldog." a 
chum sealt eigin sa Pentagon, ag titini go 
lionmhar ar mhuinUr Vietnamh. Cad a 
bhelrcas ar Lyndon Johnson, agu-s a chuid 
ain-chrlostaithe sa Pentagon, srnaoineamh 
gur feldir e go n-etreoidh leis an blit/.kreiu 
a cur acu i Vietoamh. An amhlaidh go 
geceapann siad gur daoine leamlia gan 
siilorad iad ilr tuaithe na hAise. a«us gur 
furust a gceannnu. De reii cosulachta 
gtieobhaldh siad aroach go bhfuil an 
spiorad uaibhreach ceanna iontu a bhi 
,i mulntir Coventry, no a bhi inar mulntir 
,fem aimsir na ndubhchronaflh Mura 
ndr ra i ann sn rogadh seo go cogadh 
dumbnnda a tri. dlfheadfadh se go dtioc-
faidh an la go raMdh uachlaran eigin na 
Sta t Aontaithe a« deanamh oiltthrenchta 
go Vietnam sua bllant* ata romhalnn 
Osctoidh se teampoll Budaloch nuir chom 
-hartlie aifeala na Melreanach n.s na 
gniomharlha Hruniui a t a ar slul acu Inniu. 
Idir an da linn U inor. BSfUft is ro-mhot 
an lmtch ataimW « Kic M " s c a t h 
adamhach" na St»t AofitUttfii- i gcBtntlfc 
an Chumannachals S. OO. 

which assembled at the Conway Hall on 
Friday evening. April 23rd. 

It was proposed by the Connolly As-
sociation's general secretary, Mr. Sean 
Redmond and seconded bv Mrs. Barbara 
Young, representing the St. Pancras 
Trades Council, a member of the Associa-
tion of Scientific Workers. Supporting 
the resolution was Mr. James McCartney 
of the Faculty of Law, Queens University, 
Belfast, who had flown over specially to 
be present, and also, with characteristic 
modesty told those present that he was 
"not an expert." 

Ladies and gentlemen of the press 
scribbled furiously as it was reported that 
all British newspapers had boycotted thft 
conference on Northern Ireland which the 
council called in March. But Mr. Mc-
Cartney assured them that its effect had 
been felt in full within the six counties. 
Since then not a day had passed without 
the guilty consciences of the Unionists 
trapping out some proposal or other to 
show the devil was sick. 

The resolution just squeezed its way on 
to the Saturday papers. But the main 
press interest, evidenced .next day. was the 
resolution on the rights of youth, urging 
that the vote be given at the age of 
eighteen, and the Y-voter system be 
abolished. Two youngsters with promis-
ing powers of oratory proposed this and 
they were backed up heartily by tha t great 
old democratic battle-axe Sonia Clements 
who declared that she was a mother and 
a grandmother and should know some-
thing about youth. Needless to say the 
resolution went through overwhelmingly, 
though one sour puss wanted to know 
"what about duties?" 

A T EXT morning the Connolly Associa-
a * tion's resolution on racial and relig-

ious discrimination was taken. It was 
proposed by Mr Sean Redmond and re-
ceived warm support from Greater London 
Councillor Dr. David Pitt who described it 
as a resolution calling for a "comprehen-
sive anti-discrimination measure." There 
was unanimous support, also, for an 
executive committee emergency resolution 
demanding drastic improvement of the 
Soskice Bill. A member of the Hampstead 
Labour Party described Sir Frank as 
"Henry Soskice." a reference to his pre-
decessor Mr. Henry Brook ("the flint man 
of Whitehall") who was so severely mauled 
by the electors of Hampstead in the last 
election thanks to a campaign run by 
the Irish. 

This is a conference where you learn 
things you ought to know. For example 
why do landlords and landladies not put 
Irishmen on the electoral register? Be-
cause they have to enter on their income 
tax forms the numbers of their lodgers 
and the first call of the taxman every 
November 15th is to the Town Hall to 
see whom he can catch out. The council 
wants a fairer system of registration. 

Then it seems t h a t magistrates are 
taking the law into their own hands by 
refusing bail to people who will certainly 
turn up in court and behave themselves in 
the meantime, because they think that 
th6ugh there ma^ be insufficient evidence 
to convict them they would not be hurt by 
a few days inside. And here is another 
thing. Most people think a man is inno-
cent until h e is proved guilty, but the 
answer Ls not-on-your-life or mar dheadh 
according to your nationality. If you wish 
to suggest a police witness is not reliable 
in some case of parking without lights or 
failing to pay a dog-licence, the police are 
entitled to bring out from their archives 

CONFERENCE Civil Liberties in 
Northern Ireland 

Register Office, All Saints, Manchester 

SUNDAY, MAY JSth, 2.30 - 5 p.m. 

SPEAKERS: 

ELIZABETH SINCLAIR 
(Secretary of Betfast Trades Council, present in her personal capacity) 

JOSEPH DE1GHAN 
(President, Connolly Association) 

Credentials from Thomas Rrdmond, Connolly Association, 
94-86 Grosveuor Street, Manchester 1. 

• LOBBY PARLIAMENT (see iBack Page) 

C.A. conference resolution 
To be debated on Sunday, May 30th, 10 a.m. 

"urrHEREAS the defeat of the Conserva-
™ tive Government was' accomplished 

.in part as a result of t he relatively more 
amenable attitude ol Labour' to Lrish 
demands, 

and whereas the new Parliament contains 
a substantial number of friends of Ire-
land whose influence, added to that of 
friends of Ireland In the trade union and 
political wingn of the Labour movement, 
has now accomplished the Connolly 
Association's aim of making the Irish 
question once more an issue of British 
politics, which it is likely increasingly 
to be 

and whereas the situation in Ireland has 
at last become fluid owing to the talks 
which have taken plat* between Mi 
Lemass and Captain Terence O'Neill 
which have favoured a .new growth of 
religious toleration. 

and whereas there have been new trends 
and initiatives towards united action 
against Unionism within the labour and 
Nationalist movements in the six coun-
ties which have lavourably altered the 
liolitlcal climate in the area and 
awakened hopes of democratic progress 
and the defeat of Unionism. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Connolly As-
sociation and Irish self-determination 
League 

supports the efforts now appearing inde-
pendently within the Labour movement 
to re-open the question of partition and 
for the establishment of democracy in 
the irtx counties and promise* full co-
operation 

welcomes every success in tlie fight lor a 
united anti-Unionist front won by our 
countrymen in the six counties, and par-
ticularly compliments them on the pro-
gress tha t is being made in uniting 
Catholic and Protestant workers, 

undertakes to contribute by every means 
at its disposal to the establishment of 
a grand alliance of all those who are 
prepared to work constructively in the 
direction of the ending of British im-
perialist intervention in Ireland, begin-
ning with the struggle for democratic 
rights in the six counties, 

and to this end proposes 
1. Intensified eflorts to educate the 
British Labour movement on the Irish 
question and thus assist our friends 
within it, together with efforts to urge 
on the Irish fuller participation. 
2. Further measures designed to bring 
about the unification in action of all 
Irish national organisations in Britain 
in support of tlie above alms, and to 
raise the status of the Irish in Britain 
in every way. 
3. To establish the closest possihle re-
lations with all progressive forces 
within Ireland with a view to mutual 
support. 
4 To secure a substantial Increase in 
the membership of the ConnoUy Asso-
ciation and the circulation of the 
"Irish Democrat," especially in the 
I>al}our movement, together with mea-
sures to improve the i>ollUcal educa-
tion of the wci»ting membership for 
the purpose of making It more effec-
tive 

and publish to the world the fact that you 
were fined five bob lor scrumning pears 
when you were seventeen. That 's to shew 
you're a liar as well. The N.C.C.L. wants 
to set a time limit on these revelations. 
Apparently it Ls done in many places 
abroad—and incidentally the system of 
blackening a man in court is not allowed 
in Ireland at all. 

' ' F H E R E were high jinks when the 
secular society stepped forth to de-

mand the disestablishment of the Church 
of England. The executive council were 
not sure whether this was a question of 
civil liberties or not. But the secular 
society, backed up by the impassioned 
oratory of Rev. Brvn Thomas (who cer-
tainly has the bias, or is it the hwyl?> 
stuck to its guns and provided ample evi-
dence that this was a singular anomaly in 
modern society. The executive then asked 
for a year to consider it further, and Con-
nolly Association delegates. without 
ecumencial fervour, thought they were en-
titled to have it. and voted with what 
proved to be the majority. There were 
lesser fireworks about the teaching of 
religion in state schools. This time the 
National Secular Society won. But it 
must be said for them tha t they were good 
losers in the first, the delegates smiling 
all over their faces and congratulating 
their opponents on circumventing them. 

Other resolutions were tha t proposals 
to take the power of awarding damages 
out of the hands of juries should be re-
sisted. and that a s tudy of human rights 
in their internation aspect should be 
undertaken. It was pointed out that juries 
were inclined to be generous to victims, 
while judges were inclined to be mean. 
Naturally the insurance companies 
favoured the judges. And it seems that 
the British Government has signed 
guarantees of civil r ights in the Council of 
Europe but refuses to honour its signature 
because of British Guiana. In this con-
nection a cue must have been missed. No-
body mentioned Northern Ireland. 

One striking thing brought out by the 
pl^t term was the way in which the 
"image"' of the N.C.C.L. has changed in 
the last few years. Once it was the 
organisation to get sane people released 
f rom lunatic asylums. Now it is the place 
you go when you want to pres6 a complaint 
against the police. I t was suggested that 
one reason is the large increase in the 
number of complaints agaln6t the police. 
But this correspondent couldn't help feel-
ing tha t some credit is due to Mr. Martin 
Ennals and hiR fai thful fearless staff. The 
N.C.C.L. is returning to great days of Mr. 
Ronald Kidd, and will shortly be an even 
greater power in the land. Its address is 
4 Camden High Street, N.W.I. 

BELFAST TALKS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

^ F U R T H E R s t e p t o w a r d s the 
un i ty of a l l p rog re s s ive fo rces 

in t h e six coun t ies is be ing t aken on 
S a t u r d a y , May 8th, w h e n a con fe r -
ence on "Civil L i b e r t i e s in N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d " is being c o n v e n e d u n d e r the 
ausp i ce s of the B e l f a s t and Dis t r ic t 
T r a d e s Council . 

Although nominally confined to the Bel-
fast area it is expected tha t visitors will 
a t tend from Dungannon and Derry City. 

Among those already scheduled to be 
present .are District representatives of the 
8heet Metal Workers' Unlop. the Textile 
Workers' Union, the E T.U.. the N.U V B.. 
the two Printing Trade Unions, branches 
of the D AT.A (Draughtsmen), the Com-
munist Party, the Republican Party, the 
Queens University Law Society, Student 
Christian Movement and University 
Labour Group. 

A paper will be read bv Mr James Mc-
Cartney who attended the two Civil Liber-
ties Conferences In London on the elec-
toral system, but the terms of reference of 
the Gonforenoe are drawn so as to include 
the whole field of restriction of democratic 
rights in the six counties 

It is understood tha t the Unionist Party 
•will NOT be preaqnt. 

'Conference follows just af ter the. big-
gest United May Day demonstration ever 
a®en In the six counties. Called by the 
Northern Ireland Committee of the Irish 
CongreaK of Tirade Uoions. .it represented 
all sections of the ,working class. 
Catholic as well att Protectant and will 
have the bands of the two communities. 
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WORLD COMMENTARY By PAT DEVINE 

MOVE TO WORLD WAR GROWS 

BOMBS AND 
EMBASSIES 

CVEFtY responsible person wi l l re-
^ gret that a f ire-bomb was let oR 
in front of the Irish Embassy on 
April 23rd, and hope that no person 
of Irisfc blood w i l l be found respon-
sible. Outrages of this kind do 
nothing but harm and there can be 
no excuse for t h e m under any circum-
stances. 

It is much to their credit tha t the 
Dublin spokesmen of the Republican 
movement unequivocally dissociated them-
selves from this action, and thereby dis-
sociated those who were at tha t time 
protesting against the interference of 
Gardai with Easter lily sellers in the 26 
counties. 

Any misguided person who imagined it 
was possible by this means to influenoe 
Leinster House in matters of internal 
policy would do worse than remember 
the story told of LorcP Clanricdrde who 
was enjoying a good dinner at the Ritz 
when a telegram came from his land-
steward to the effect that three a t tempts 
had been made on his life in dne week. 
The absentee landlord gave the vtaiter the 
money for the reply. It said: "Stand firm 
to t h e last." 

THE holding of demonstrations outside 
the Embassy is of course another thmg. 

The r ight to form an orderly procession, 
undertake peaceful picketing, sehd depu-
tations, etc., is guaranteed by British 
law, and all those resident in thife country 
may avail of i t Whether it is wise to 
exercise a ' r ight is, however, different from 
whether the right exists. 

in the opinion of t h e "Irish Demoorat" 
protests outside the Irish Embassy should 
be resorted to only a s a very last resource, 
and even then only on something for 
which the officials a t the Embassy are 
themselves responsible. After alii they 
can only send t t n message Back to Dublin, 
and the protest ttsetf could be sent to 
Dubllrr In the f e r m of a telegram, 
memorial, petition, or resolution—even a 
deputation; 

TH® advantage or this rhore discreet 
method of approach is t t t t t the dtapute 
between tfifteftnt sections of t h e Irish 
is not overhMttf by the English. It can-
not help the cause of Irish unity to dis-
play Hfsunlty iff the midst ef importer 
territory, wlftre there am many eyes 
anxioue to » • it, and1 many voices only 
too ready to proclaim It. w r must 
strenuously evold the position where thoee 
who are against us say, "There they are 
again; they could never agree." Not only 
does it oomfort our enemies, it confuses 
our friends. 

The Irish oannot afford the luxury of 
this kind of thtng. while it is true t ha t 
there are as many and as deep oonfliots 
among the British as there are among 
the Irish, these are not utilised to keep 
Britain divided. For a small and above 
all a partitioned nation, every scrap of 
publio unity tha t can be won or main-
tained should be cherished as something 
sacred. Let us keep differences in the 
sphere of speech and print, on the hust-
ings If you please, or in the committee-
room, but not on the streets of London. 

r p H I 8 said on the on« side, there is 
1 something to be said on the other. 
There Is strong evidence that t h e Em-
bassy has lost contact with the ipftj*rity 
of the Irish exiles and It Is very desirable 
that its officials should examine t^lf posi-
tion and consider what should be tfene. 

One ef the meet etrtking tMnce t e 
thoee who mix widely among the ordinary 
Irish was that though everybody deplored 
the fire-bomb Incident, there was ne 
sha rp expression of indignation. Before 
the ofAoials Impute tHe blame to the 

r | T I E bombs are s t i l l be ing d r o p p e d 
in Vie tnam. . Civi l ians , men , 

w o m e n and ch i ld ren a r e be ing merc i -
lessly killed and m a i m e d by the 
A m e r i c a n jet b o m b e r s w h i c h m e e t 
w i t h l i t t le or no a e r i a l res i s tance . 

In this critical situation President John-
son of America acts almost like Nero 
fiddling as Rome burns. 

He has made it known that he does not 
want any foreign visits, or visitors. In line 
with this policy he has curtly cancelled the 
state visits ol Mr. Shastri , President of 
India, and President Ayub Khan, of Paki-
stan. who jointly represent about one-
fifth of the world's population. 

I t would be no exaggeration to say that 
American action in Vietnam has isolated 
her from more than three-quarters of the 
peoples of the world who want to see an 
end to the bombing which could easily re-
sult in a new and more destructive third 
world war. and an atomic war at that . 

As "Time" magazine, 30-4-65 comment-
ing on a "two-dav conference in Hawaii at-
tended by Defence Secretary McNamara, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Earle 
Wheeler, Admiral U.S. Sharp .jr., com-
mander of all U.S. forces in the 
Pacific area, General William C. West-
moreland. Commander of all U.S. service-
men in South Vietnam, U.S. Ambassador 
to South Vietnam, Maxwell Taylor, and 
a bevy of Assistant Secretaries of State 
and Defence decided:— 

" tha t there will be no diminution of U.S. 
air strikes north and south of the 17th 
parallel. 

"Such strikes were carried out every 
day last week, with as many as 250 U.S. 
Air Force and carrier-based jets drop-
ping everything f rom 750 lb. bombs to 
canisters packed with copies of Presi-
dent Johnson's recent speech expressing 
the U.S.'s willingness to enter into 
'unconditional discussions.' 

"By conservative estimate U.S. and 
South Vietnamese flyers have knocked 
out 16 key bridges, badly damaged the 
principal North-South highway, and 
forced the Viet Cong and the North 
Vietnamese to order a halt to almost 
all daylight operations. 

"About 33,000 U.S. Army and Marine 
Corps men are serving as ground troops 
in South Vietnam. The Marines want 

to increase their 8.000-man force at 
Danang and Hue to some 30.000 and they 
are likely to get their wish before the 
year is out." 

BRITAIN'S SHAME 
It is no great credit to Britain or to 

its Prime Minister that the same issue of 
the "Time" magazine should include a 
eulogistic article on Mr. Wilson as the 
"Surprising Socialist." 

Unlike other recent visitors Wilson 
did not offer to tell Johnson what he was 
doing wrong in South East Asia. . . . 
Indeed there was complete agreement tha t 
the U.S. would stand last on Vietnam, as 
would Britain on Malaysia. A top U.S. 
official said frankly: "Wilson's standing-
has been enhanced here. He is in com-
mand of the situation at home. He is on 
the upcurve of his political fortunes. . . . 

Actually Wilson is more Methodist than 
Marxist." 

THE FIGHT BACK 
Fortunately all Mr. Wilson's friends do 

not see eye to eye with him. Already over 
100 Labour M.P.s are against American 
action in Vietnam and demand an end to 
Wilson's policy on this question. 

The majority of trade union, Co-opera-
tive and Labour organisations too, which 
I mentioned in last month's article have 
won additional strength in their opposi-
tion as evidenced by the U.S.D.A.W. con-
ference decision on April 27th. 

The great Easter march demonstration 
is fur ther proof of the hostility to the war 
manoeuvres everywhere. 

S.E.A.T.O. REBUFFED 
The South East Asian Treaty Organisa-

tion, formed at American insistence to 
preserve the "free world" in South East 
Asia is due to meet in London as our 
paper comes off the press. 

The stage w:as set for a massive demon-
stration of support for America's strong 
actions in Vietnam as well as Britain's 
hopes in Malaysia 

However the plan has come unstuck. 
France is sending only an observer to the 
meeting. 

President De Gaulle in a television 
ftroadtfast on Tuesday evening, April 27th 
as reported in the Irish Press 28-4-65 
said:— 

"Outside Europe (our) policy was 
againust any hegemony by any nation, 

or any kind of foreign intervention in 
the affairs of another country. This 
was why France was against the con-
stant extension of the Vietnam war, sup-
ported Latin American countries, was; 
helping many new African states, and 
had established relations with Com-
munist China. 

"In short France has a policy and 
it is made in Paris." 
It is in the interest ot everyone that 

this principle of De Gaulle's should be uni-
versally accepted—let every country, with 
the fraternal support of all other coun-
tries if necessary make and decide its own 
policy for itself. 

The application of that principle would 
bring peace to the colonial peoples and 
oppressed nationalities and end war and 
the danger of war forever. 

POSTSCRIPT 
Those elements in Germany who have 

been responsible for two world wars which 
decimated the peoples of the world, are 
now making efforts for a comeback. Many 
ex-Hitler generals and Nazis are actually in 
the Government or in leading positions 
in the West German Government. 

Friends and colleagues of participants in 
the horrors of the gas chambers and con-
centration camps are now engaged in an 
operation "white-wash." The heads of gov-
ernment of Britain and America have both 
ostentatiously visited West Berlin to ex-
press their solidarity with the West Ger-
man Government and to pledge the fullest 
support for the cold war. 

But the limit has been reached by the 
proposed visit of Her Gracious Majesty 
Elizabeth, Queen of England, to West 
Berlin. 

Germans are doing everything to ensure 
an impeccable reception. Last week the 
German Dancing Teachers' Association 
offered its suggestions on proper conduct. 

The teachers recommended clapping and 
cries of "Konigin Elizabeth." with curtsy-
ing optional. The word "Heil" should be 
avoided for reasons of tact. 

Notorious Nazis should be discreetly kept 
in the background. 

British- "imperialism must be in a 
desperate state if it has to parade its 
royalty before the Nazis in order to get 
p e r m a n support for its neo-colonial 
empire. 

propaganda of extremists they should 
aieep on the question, and try to imagine 
the position of the average working-man. 

The working-class Irishman does not 
regard the Embassy as an Institution that 
Is fbr him. HI feels t h a t It is for middle' 
class and professional people only. He Is 
uncdmfortabis when he goes there and 
«ou1d' never think of taking a personal 
problem triers. Even on t h e telephone he 
feels there Is a certain "Hauteur" irr the 
way He Is answered. 

Perhaps it is imagination, arising from 
psyeineiogkal causes. Ot that more in 
* moment. Of perhape the human touch 
ef Mr. dulanty is new lacking, f o r be 
belengetf to the London Irish oommunity 
who knew well what He had dene f o r ire-
land. Or the unifying power of danger 
has gene; ne more dOee a n Irishman 
faeed with oonsoriptlon say, "I'll run down 
and see Belton about it." 

But granted the mitigating oircum-
stances it is still hard to dissociate the 
present position from the tendency of 
Government policy. The Irish in Britain 
were once exiles; now they are immi-
grants. Onoe every Irishman was an 
ambassador; now he is customer, a re-
mitter and a tourist. What is the change 
due to? It ie due to the adoption of new 
and, in our opinion, lowered standards at 
Leinster House. 

National achievement is being measured 
purely In economic terms, »nd man does 
not live by bread alone. The alms of 
political unity and cultural regeneration 
Have been put In cold storage, let us 
hope to emerge undeoayed^ and we are 
•II the poorer for It in the things that 
really matter. 

If these general considerations can be 
grasped at the top, then let the imagina-
tion play further. It needs to be said 
that there Is a deep and bitter resentment 
in the minds of a very large number 
ol young Immigrants to this country, it 
Is a burning sense of frustration express-

ing itself In ^ dark sea of pessimism 
illuminated by angry flashes of revolt. 

While Mr. Lemass rubs his hands over 
balance-sheets and trade returns the 
emigrant is alienated from himself. He 
believes tha t His country has let him down 
—or he wouldn't be here. 

This feeling Is naturally strongest in 
the young unassimilated new arrivals who 
suffer f rom ovenroMrded uncomfortable 
lodgings, and' have te untfertflk* excessive 
labour under bad and sometimes degrad-
ing. conditions. They piok up tHe "Irish 
Prees" and read one page after another 
glOKtlng over the amount ef money now 
being made in Ireland. 

Onoe a people's newspaper, this row 
displays all the vulgarity of the psrvenue. 
Business, business business. Money, 
money, money. The most honoured names, 
the holiest traditions, are subjected to 
the one unholy th i r s t And they see the 
Irish people flicked like flies off their own 
land to make room for the money-
makers. Can anybody be so dull as not 
to realise the fury tha t sometimes wells 
up among them? Is it to be wondered 
that friends sometimes suffer for enemies 
and occasionally there is a wee hght in 
Camden Town? 

* * * 

WHERE then doee hope lie? Every-
body is familiar with the man who 

hat lost His Job and oontlrtualiy re-enacts 
the Indignant scenes whloh accompanied 
his dismissal, with all the ifs antf If onlys 
of such a situation. His solvation lies in 
the realisation that It has gone. He must 
start afresh. 

A similar situation Is oooupied by those 
who live In Britain but who have not cut 
the umbilical oord with Irelapd. Thoir 
salvation depende on their grasping with 
both hands their present position, indeed 
the paradox Is literally truo, that an Irish 
emigrant's best chance of getting baok 
to Ireland is to lace oaimly and frankly 
that fact that he is now out of it, and 

tha t what he can do for Ireland depends 
on the wjse use of thp status he has 
now got, namely that of a worker in 
Britain. 

The rights he relinquuished when tie 
left Ireland must remain In suspence. Th$ 
rights which he now has conferred on 

Wj and"residence 
used to the full. 

him by want an<f residence mus t be wisely 
used Buf i 

i s it possible that Governmental, and 
even Chuttth authorities have made the 
mistake of adopting top paternalistic- an 
al t i tude to the Irish immigrant? Does 
this explain why N hes, like any child 
now grown upr gone his own way emf 
they Have lost the InMmat* contact, they 
opof ppseessed? Do they fully appreciate 
the deoirp for action, the demand for 
initiative, that lis hidden even In tb* 
inactive danop-goer? And is not the 
solution to And ways to give not Just 
a few but the majority of the Irish a 
sense of corporate power and politloal 
effectiveness? 

These are not problems which are 
easily solved. Participation in the tratf^ 
union and other branches of the Labour 
movement Is an essential if working and 
living conditions are to be improved. But 
the British working-class movement will 
not move unless the Irish a re organised, 
united and actively voicing their demands. 

On the offiolal side a resumption pf 
vigorous campaigning for a united Ireland 
arid a serious effort to end the division^ 
among nationalist Irishmen Would give 
the immigrants a sense of purpose now 
often lacking. Among the immigrant*) 
themselves, perhaps the older men and 
women could pay * little more attemieft 
to t h e needs and problems of the youth. 

But all these are palliatives. Wirat the 
immigrant wants above all is a chance 
to go heme and take part in the building 
of a united; prosperous Ireland. In the 
long run it Is to those parties in Britain 
and Ireland who can give him that that 
h e will ultimately turn. 
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BOOKS FOR YOUR SPRING READING w 
THE GREAT AGITATOR 

The life of James Larkin 
James Larkin, 1876-1947, Irish Labour 
Leader, by Emmet Larkin, Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, pp. 334, price 50/-. 
rpHIS is the attempt of a young American 

history professor to produce a full-
length critical biography of the famous agi-
tator and strike-leader. It is an important 
publishing event. While R. M. Pox's short 
study and Deasy's pamphlet will remain of 
value as introductions, nobody will add much 
to Larkin's monument now without quarry-
ing here first. This is a book packed with 
information, well-annotated and presented 
unpretentiously. Perhaps those well versed 
in the American scene might guess at the 
author's ideological commitment; to others 
it remains unobtrusive, and he is able to 
handle issues of sharp contention without 
the slightest trace of hysteria. 

The task he set himself was not an easy 
one, and to score a partial success is a con-
siderable achievement. He has assembled for 
American readers the salient facts of Lar-
kin's career, and if he spends 225 pages on 
the years 1907-23 and only ten on the last 
20 years ot Larkin's life, he illuminates most 
what his readers will be interested in. The 
book is a valuable essay for Irish readers 
also, and should be in every library. 
i rpHIS said, it should be made clear that 
J - it is not yet the definite biography of 
Larkin. In contrast to Connolly, whose poli-
tical floruit straddles the period of gather-
ing revolution, Larkin lived in two periods. 
Nobody knows what Connolly, ^rould have 
done had he survived 1916. 'Unfortunately 
everybody knows what Larkin did not do. 
But the reasons are still obscure. The neces-
sary documents are not yet available. Too 
many friends and enemies are still alive. The 
contrast between pre-partition and contem-
porary history is too apparent, and Professor 
Larkin would probably not pretend to be 
adequately equipped to map the course of 
Irish affairs since 1922. The result is that 
his historical sense seems suddenly to fail 
him as he announces that it is unpleasant 
to tell the story of decline. Yet in the ex-
planation of tha t decline must lie the key 
to understanding the recent history and 
present predicament of the Irish Labour 
movement, once a world-famous challenger 
for leadership, now a thing of parochialism 
and indecision, as Connolly forecast it would 
beeome if partition were to take place. 

I n these circumstances an author's sight 
is inevitably distorted, as he tries to bring 
things at two distances into one focus. Pro-
fessor Larkin's academic dispassionateness, 
while an advantage in dealing with Issues 
like Larkin's relations with Communism or 
his differences with William O'Brien, helps 
less where understanding depends possibly 
on a special type of commitment to the sub-
ject 

The story is a fascinating one. Of Armagh 
stock, Larkin was born in Liverpool on 21st 
January, 1876. He joined the Independent 
Labour Party as a youth, but did not come 
to trade unionism for some years. On join-
ing Sexton's National Union of Dock 
Labourers he brought to it the peculiar 
"revivalist" fervour of the early socialists, 
rose rapidly in its counsels and was appoin-
ted Irish organiser in 1907. By then he had 
identified himself with the trend known as 
"syndicalism." 
1 1 1 8 first erruptlon into Irish affairs was 

in Belfast where he shook the "estab-
lishment" to its foundations. The author ex-
plains the circumstances In which this was 
possible. Lindsay Crawford's Independent 
Orange order was at its apogee, and the 
workers were prepared to apply it*.doctrine 
of religious toleration in their own interests. 
Some of the Order's leaders feared the con-
sequence* of a united working class and de-
fected. The order collapsed under the com-
btaW finr of Unionists and KflxTnlans, and 
Lindsay Crawford was forced to emigrate. 

I Ark in then settled in Dublin. Though 
brought up in the Rlunrw of Liverpool he was 
appalled by what he met there and com-
menced a seven years' agitation in which 
were re-enacted on Irish noil, the struggles 

of the "new unionism" of two decades be-
fore. To his surprise the Executive objected 
to the financial burden. They wanted the 
organisation of the Irish insofar as it pro-
tected the English. But claims to parity they 
deplored. 

At first they rationed resources, then de-
nied them. Larkin was dismissed and led 
out the Irish membership to form the Irish 
Transport and General Workers' Union. The 
authoriy«s obligingly trumped up a charge 
of malversation on which he was sentenced 
to a year's imprisonment but released after 
a protest campaign. He returned undaunted 
to his task. His energy was exhaustless. 
Above all he was incorruptible and the 
workers knew it. The employers knew it too 
and were determined to break him as soon 
as opportunity offered. There followed a 
series of spectacular strikes, in Cork, Wex-
ford, Sligo, Dundalk and above all in Dub-
lin where the gage was finally thrown down 
in the summer of 1913. 
T)ROFESSOR Larkin's account of the 

great lock-out brings out its main fea-
tures, the determined mood of the masses, 
the implacability of the employers, the 
swing of enlightened opinion to Larkin's 
side, and the sour unco-operativeness of the 
British right wing leaders. Perhaps he 
underestimates the degree to which the 
struggle fired the imagination of the British 
workers particularly in Wales and the north. 
This may explain his judgment that Lar-
kin's demand for industrial action was ask-
ing the "impossible." But he shrewdly ob-
serves that Larkin's campaign in Ireland 
had led him to embrace the Irish nationalist 
standpoint, and his achievement was thus 
the establishment of an Irish nationalist 
trade union not afraid to demand equality 
for the Irish workers. This distinct Irish 
workers' standpoint the right wing leaders 
in Britain could not even imaginatively 
apprehend. I t might be added no more do 
their successors today. 

There were of course mistakes in Larkin's 
conduct of the struggle. One was the .evacu-
ation of the children. Professor Larkin 
gives the impression that this was prevented 
by the hostility that was worked up against 
it. But in fact a' number of children were 
cared for in Liverpool, Belfast and else-
where. He is also in error in quoting Lans-
bury as editor of the "Daily Herald." The 
editor's name was Lapworth, whom Lans-
bury subsequently dismissed with the com-
plaint "too much Dublin" when the right-
wing treachery was complete. 

Larkin was physically and mentally ex-
hausted by the eight-month struggle. Even 
the phlegmatic Connolly wrote words of 
bitter reproof in the Glasgow Forward, and 
therefrom discounted the British movement 
for all practical purposes. With all respect 
to Connolly's opinion, hesitantly adopted by 
Professor Larkin, the struggle was in terms 
of strategy neither lost nor drawn, but won. 
The employers could never repeat their per-
formance. Therefore the way was clear for 
the enormous spread of trade unionism 
which took place over the next eight years. 
The workers of Dublin were henceforth a 
different race. In them the doctrine of self-
reliance had passed its severest test. 
riTHAT Larkin was somewhat demoralised 

by his tactical failure there is ample 
evidence. Recriminations passed. He offered 
his resignation, then talked of going to 
America. He was shaken in his self-confi-
dence and needed somebody to urge him to 
carry on. His chairmanship of the 1914 
T.U.C. and Labour Party meeting is said to 
have had a character entirely its own. But 
the British leaders could not have it both 
ways. If they were unprepared to risk their 
own safely helping the Irish Industrially, 
they could not complain if these looked 
after themselves politically. The Irish Labour 
Party Was firmly established in 1914 and 
London abandoned its old hope of reducing 
it to a tail. 

Professor Larkin says curiously little 
about the Irish Citizen Army, Rnd the atti-
tude of Larkin towards the Irish Volunteers. 
His admirer O'Casey was strongly antagon-

istic. The Irish Worker carried articles 
which went to the length of suggesting that 
the names of those enrolling in the Volun-
teers would not be safe from the police. It 
is said that the doors of Croydon Park (the 
I.T.G.W.U. recreation centre) were only with 
hesitation opened to dispersing Howth gun-
runners. The disturbance at the inaugural 
meeting was attributed to "Liberty Hal." The 
real facts need to be discovered and pub-
lished. Was Larkin already declaring that 
the task of national revolution was the Wbrk 
of the proletariat alone? 

Professor Larkin does not notice the con-
nection between the tactical defeat of the 
Dublin workers and the outbreak of war. 
For some curious reason he equates the 
imperialist drive to war and the socialist 
mobilisation of the workers against it as two 
aspects of an inexplicable "insidious cres-
cendo of violence." The failure to implement 
Larkin's demand for international solidarity 
action in the case of Dublin was a logical pre-
cedent to the failure to honour the Basle 
and Stuttgart resolutions for sympathetic 
action to prevent war. The workers of the 
west were not blinded by "nationalism." 
They were blinded into the acceptance of 
the principle of national oppression — in 
relation to Ireland, Germany and the 
colonial world. 

y ARKIN opposed the war. But did he do 
so unreservedly and immediately? In-

fluenced possibly by his American activities, 
Professor Larkin allows little doubt on this 
matter. A knowledge of the names behind 
some of the pseudonyms in the "Irish 
Worker" might throw light on this question. 
That once he was in America his opposition 
went the length of leading him to become a 
"German agent" would certainly require 
better evidence than police files and an un-
published affidavit sworn over a decade later. 
That Von Papen denied relations with Lar-
kin is of course neither here nor there. But 
many Irish exiles have testified that war-
time America was no stranger to a little 
official forgery. This is not to say Professor 
Larkin is wrong. But the case he makes re-
quires elaboration before it can be accepted 
as convincing. There is little doubt that 
Larkin romanticised himself, and in later 
life wished to represent himself as much 
nearer to the counsels of Republicanism 
than he really was. There is evidence that 
Clann na Gael thought him fool-hardy and 
a bad conspirator. 

The fourth part of Professor Larkin's 
study carries the title "Bolshevik." Up to 
1917, however, the word syndicalist 6till 
applies. Larkin became a Communist in 
response to the Russian revolution of 1917 
and under the influence of John Reed. Lar-
kin was one of the founders of the American 
Communist Party which was established at 
a time of wild social unrest in the United 
States. There is little doubt that the old 
failing of American socialism, extreme 
ultra-left sectishness, played a part in the 
decline of American socialism which had 
reached its high point in the struggle 
against the war. But Professor Larkin 
exonerates the Wilson administration which 
inaugurated the war of the trusts against 
American Democrdfy, a war that was ably 
denounced in the "Irish World" week by 
week. The hysteria that was worked up was 
not exceeded during the days of Senator 
MacCarthy, and the agent-provocateur and 
stool-pigeon were in full use. Larkin was 
given an indefinite sentence of from two 
to ten years on a flimsy charge of "criminal 
anarchy" and was not released until 1923. 
1 ARKIN'S relations with the Irish exiles 

J in the U.S.A. were always uneasy. The 
dilemma is succlntly explained. "The (Irish 
Progressive) League was mainly concerned 
with Interesting Socialists In the Irish 
Question and not with making Socialists of 
the Irish." Larkin concentrated on the 
"Connolly Club" with the second function 
and took up the corresponding line In rela-
tion to Irish affairs, namely opposition .to 
the "bourgeois nationalists." 

Larkin's friends in Europe knew that he 

BELFAST 
'THE GOLDEN A S S : A VER-

SION"—R. C. Kenedy (Calder 
30s.) 

T T is a compara t ive ly easy 
mat te r to say w h y you think 

a book is b a d ; to p in down a 
good book is a m o r e ticklish 
business. And, in m y opinion, 
th is is a very good book. 

The title comes from The Golden 
Ass of Apuleius written in the 
second century A.D. but the book 
itself bears little direct resemblance 
to that ribald story of the young 
Greek who, in a strange town, im-
prudently dabbled in magic and so 
changed himself overnight, and ac-
cidentally, into an ass, condemned 
throughout many chapters to share 
all the misfortunes of that beast of 
burden while.still retaining the in-
telligence of a man; his antidote a 
rose but alas it was winter-time. 

In relating the adventures and 
misadventures of his ass Apuleius 
paints a very lively and varied pic-
ture of the social life of the time, the 
brigands, the merchants, the grand 
ladies, the country labourers; but 
the man inside the framework of the 
ass is inevitably out of this picture, 
events happen around him, he him-
self is powerless, vulnerable. 

Mr. Kenedy's Golden Ass is Len-
nihan, the American born of Irish 
parents, the stranger who arrives in 
Belfast, the "Golden fool, and igno-
rant ass" can have no part in events 
because he does not belong, because 
he is innocent, because he is un-
aware. Unaware of, or only dimly 
comprehending (like anyone wflio 
hasn't lived in Belfast) the hatred 
and bitterness tearing the city 
apart; unaware that his own father 
("a small-town patriot") had died in 
gaol there 40 or so years previously, 
suspected of plotting against the 
government; unaware that Police In-
spector Morris, who had to answer 

was returning to an Ireland totally trans-
formed by revolution. There were efforts to 
induce him to visit Moscow on his way 
home. William Gallacher met him at 
Southampton and warned him of the danger 
of too precipitate action. Professor Larkin 
does not give this period the detailed exam-
ination he gives the earlier one, and as a 
consequence many questions are left un-
resolved. He believes that "a successful revo-
lution had degenerated Into a tragic civil 
war," and this misunderstanding vitiates 
his thinking. What happened was that the 
revolution never completely resolved the 
dual power of 1919-21 in its own favour, and 
did not encompass the whole country. This 
situation was the starting point for counter-
revolution. It did not destroy all the gains 
of the revolution. Its form was the estab-
lishment of the "Irish Free State" and 
"Northern Ireland." It was enforceable only 
through civil war. The degeneration of the 
Labour movement arose from its acceptance 
of the counter-revolution, which left it 
powerless against the wage-cutting onslaught 
of the employers. How resist the effect while 
applauding the cause? 

T)ROFESSOR Larkin has accepted his 
* namesake's reading of the situation. 

According to Larkin the national struggle 
now seemed an irrelevancy to be pushed 
into the background while resistance to the, 
employers was organised as it had been tn 
1913. He was an avowed Commuhist but he 
never fully embraced Marxism. He could not 
see how social trends were expressed in 
Individual behaviour. When in Moscow 
shortly after his return to Europe he gave 
one of the committees of the Cdmintern 
his impressions of the UJLA- Asked to 
characterise Oompers he replied "a lily-
livered rat." Somebody else W(us a ••yellow 
dog." successively the leaders of American 
Labour were categorised in tike terms. When 
Zinovlov asked him to account for this mass 
treachery in social terms he was at a loss. 
Similarly In 1923 he saw in O'Brien and 
Foran not men of limited Intelligence faced 
with problem beyond their powers of resolu-

THE GUILTY CITY 
the accusations of the widow in 
court was still there, obsessed by a 
desire for revenge, certain that Len-
nihan had returned to fight as his 
father had fought, determined to 
hound him down and have him 
killed iike his father before him. 

One would like to think of Morris 
as a caricature but a horrible truth-
fulness attaches itself to his unre-
mitting hatred, to his ruthless police 
methods ("Accomplished artist in 
falsehood, card-sharper, he takes no 
superfluous pleasure in lies. His ad-
miration is loyalty; to tricks of a 
trade. All in a day's business. Even 
the love due to one's profession"), 
to his avid search for informers to 
do the dirty work: Daniel O'Shane 
who has befriended the stranger 
Lennihan and who is torn between 
a desire for revenge (because Lenni-
han has made love to his sister-in-
law, Annabel) and a revulsion 
against the sordid lies this would 
entail; McKnight, the Scotsman, 
with no such scruples ("Knightly 
McKnight. Errant. Nakedness his 
armour.") 

Filled only with bitterness because 
he feels rejected in this foreign city; 
and Desmond, Annabel's husband, 
the sailor who has tried to escape 
the city which cannot satisfy his 
yearnings, lured back by an obscure 
passion, the excuse—Lennihan and 
revenge. And throughout the hunt 
Lennihan pursues his quiet way, 
teaching at a Catholic school ("St. 
Finbar's it is, in Ben Madigan Park 
—haltingly announced. For the 
name is enough. The street irrele-
vant. Declared perhaps as extenuat-
ing circumstances—for daring to 
mention the appalling appellation") 
and lodging with Quinn, the amiable 
old school-master converted to 
Catholicism who "Talks about the 
weather. Or the Irish question. 
Permanent topics. By talking to 
him one pays tribute to the past. 

The ending has the reality of a 
Ceremonial excursion to cemeteries.'' 
nightmare. But there follows a 
dream, too simple a dream perhaps, 
in which the stranger triumphs; in-
nocence and love survive the guilt-
ridden city. 

This is the story and it has all the 
qualities of a thriller, but it is a 
thriller set in a very sobering con-
text, rooted in the realities of 
present-day Belfast, the suspicions, 
the hatreds, the squalor of poverty, 
•' . . . the hot nakedness of the poor. 
That they have so much to hide. And 
so little room. Skeletons hanging 
on nails. Not even a tallboy." 

Rooted also, inevitably, in the 
past: Lennihan's f&ther, Quinn, 
Morris, the women of Ireland, who 
"Had witnessed murder, sat vigil, 
and buried their corpses after wash-
ing the wounds, scraping the clotted 
blood with kitchen-knives." Only 
Lennihan and Annabel are free of 
the past. Lennihan because he is a 
stranger and Annabel because she is 
a woman. "Only men live for the 
past. A woman's home is the 
present—and even when old, she 
looks to the future." Mr. Kenedy 
presents women mainly as symbols 
of a primeval force; Annabel is an 
archetype as well as being a person. 

It must be added that this book 
very often reads more like poetry 
than prose. Mr. Kenedy follows his 
characters in the wanderings and 
imaginings of their minds so that 
the more complicated the character 
the more obscure the web of 
images spun. Often it is impossible 
to follow, to see connections, to hold 
on to the thread of meaning—one 
feels it constantly slipping away. 
And yet the writing remains power-
fully evocative and one reads on. Un-
like many modern spinners of words 
one feels that he is writing about 
something; and that he has some-
thing to say. OLIVIA McMAHON. 

ion, but more "yellow dogs," and did not 
ven attempt to define the problem, still less 

to resolve it himself. 
One must dissent from Professor Larkin's 

Conclusion that what Ireland now wanted 
tvere men who could "consolidate" a revo-
lution rather than "perpetuate" it. What Ire-
land needed were men who could regroup the 
pational forces and see the road to re-
vering what was lost and resuming the 
evolutionary advance. The timid and con-
tused "consolidators" were not the men. But 
neither was Larkin. The task devolved, more 
)r less by default, on De Valera, and all 
mow how modest was the pace and how 
muted the distance traversed. 

A S has been indicated, this is a useful 
and thought-provoking book. It tells of 

i period little known after 1916, and re-
adjusts the balance from the widely held 
ww that Irish Labour history ended with 
Connolly. The last chapter Is however, the 
east satisfactory. For Larkin ended "not 
1 ;:h a bang but a whimper." By 1934 he 
lad dissociated himself from Communism. 
\ year or two later he was conducting a 
•vitch-hunt against anti-fascists in his Union, 
»nd preparing the way for its conversion 
nto the tame respectable thing it Is today. 
This is regrettable or merciful, according to 
our point of view. But it does not make for 

dramatic narrative. It Is not merely how-
vr. that his subject has let the biographer 

town. It Is that recent events demand a 
nethod other than that of academic de-
athmen t. And how can that be reasonably 
(̂ iiianded of Professor Larkin. 

THE author Is to be complimented on 
producing a most important contrlbu-

ion to Irish National history. What a pity 
however, he cannot be complimented on his 
terary style. On page, af ter page thert t r t 
olecisms an& crudities which spoil the 
fader's pleasure just when he Is feeling 
if«t Interested. One can thole American 
"logicalities like "protesting a label" (a man 
an protest guilt or Innocence, or some pro-
position, but his label must form an in-

direct object) and even stomach Kingstown 
for Dun Laoire. But it is unnerving to learn 
of a conference which was to "definite" re-
lations "between" four categories of persons. 
Could they not be simply defined? And what 
of such careless constructions as "the prob-
lem was that unemployment in Dublin in 
1912 was still serious, though the problem 
had much improved in Britain." There is 
something terpsichorean in the "kind of 
intellectual coherence" given to syndicalism 
by George Sorel "in harmony with the new 
twist given to philosophy by Heri Bergson" 
but pne has the feeling that this is simply 
a "dance of the names." In a "new twist" 
to the English language we told what Larkin 
"counciled" the canalmen, after which a 
"hitch" developed. The American left wing 
socialists could "focus" but not "crystalise" 
and this reviewer is still trying to envisage 
the action they achieved before allowing his 
imagination to play on their subsequent 
failure. Then there are irritating tropes like 
"hyphenated Americans" and in the intro-
duction a word of thanks to a gentleman 
who read the manuscript and whose "edi-
torial comments on almost every page has 
saved me from much grief and the reader 
from much pain." More careful proof-read-
ing would have helped. But it is hard to 
avoid the impression that Professor Larkin 
did too little thinking over the real mean-
ing of the words and sentences he wrote, 
thus losing precision quite often, and syn-
tax Itself once or twice. 

There are also one or two errors in general 
history. For example, De Valera was never 
President of the Irish Republic "now virtu-
ally1 established." He was concerned with 
the recognition of the Republic actually 
established. The first belonged to the Fenians. 
And the reference to "Jingoism" Is strictly 
speaking anachronistic. But these blemishes 
should not deter the reader from tackling a 
valuable book. It doee not require a trans-
lation into English, and the material pre-
sented Is worth the occasional "pain" Inflicted 
by the style. The printing and production is 
of the publishers' usual high standard. 

H.M. 
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Richard Ellman : "The Identity of Yeats" (Faber Paperback, 16s.) ; W. B. Yeats : 
"Selected Criticism," Edited by A. N. Jeflares (Macmillan, 8s. 6d.); Oliver 
Gogarty: "William Butler Yeats, A Memoir" (Dolmen Press, Dublin, Oxford 

University Press, U.K., 7s. 6d.). 

^ H A V E a vivid memory of seeing W. 
B. Yeats, some t ime in the early 

1930s. I came round a corner into Kil-
da re Street in Dublin and caught sight 
of the ext raordinar i ly tall, distinguished 
figure. Nothing about the man ' s appear-
ance w a s ordinary. I was only a child 
of seven or eight, but I can still recall 
the dazzling whi te hair, the ju t t ing lip, 
the pince-nez glasses hanging down on 
a black silk ribbon, and the haughty, 
r a the r awkward walk, h a n d s clasped 
behind the back, head held high. "You 
must r emember this," my mother said, 
"That is Yeats, t he greatest poet in the 
wor ld ." 

Ever since then Yeats has been a semi-
legendary figure to me, and I only mention 
this because the experience seems by all 
accounts to be a fairly common one. The 
exotic nature of the man has cast a curious 
aura over the poetry, for good or for ill, 
so that for many people it is hard to judge 
it as it should be judged: as mere words on 
a page. 

Usually the stage Irishman does not take 
in his fellow-countrymen. But Yeats who 
was a sort of super-stage Irishman is an 
exception. I remember some years ago hear-
ing a well-known Dublin literary figure tell 
an anecdote about Yeats. He told how he 
walked across Stephens Green with the poet 
to call (fit a friend. On the way they stopped 
in the Gentlemen's on the corner of Grafton 
Street. Then they crossed the Green, walked 
up to the friend's house where Yeats rang 
the bell, and, as they waited for the door 
to open said, "Tell me . . . " "Yes?" said the 
teller of the anecdote. "Tell me," said Yeats, 
"Is my fly open?" "No," answered the other. 
And there the anecdote ended. "But what's 
the point of the story?" said someone. 
"Can't you understand?" said this Dublin 
literary man, "It's the humanity of the 
man." He was quite serious about it. As a 
man might be who was talking about a 
legendary figure. 

The trouble is that the legendary side of 
Yeats has been exploited too much, either 
for praise or blame. It is an excellent export 
commodity, an appendage to the tourist 
trade. Tfce hard-headed profit-makers who 
are busy selling Ireland in a hundred dif-
ferent ways to the foreign visitors have been 
quick to take advantage of so convenient a 
major literary figure. The Yeats film made 
a few years ago (was it actually made by 
Bord Failte? I forget) was a thinly-dis-
guised piece of propaganda to the cultured 
foreigner to come and spend his holidays on 
the Lake Isle of Innisfree <which the local 
inhabitants incidentally call Rat Island). 
Then there is a Yeats Summer School every 
year in Sligo, vigorously publicised. And a 
Yeats Country Hotel. It all fits in with the 
present policy by which our national heri-
tage is tricked out and put on show for rich 
visitors instead of being a joy and glory 
to the Irish people themselves. What should 
be taught to Irish children is being sold off 
to foreigners. And at the same time there 
is hardly an Irish writer or poet who is not 
obliged to live off foreign royalties. 

•rpHE foreigner Is all too ready to collabor-
' ate. In the case of Yeats there has been 

no shortage of enthusiastic scholars, mainly 
Americans, who fasten like leeches on any 
European writer outlandish or puzzling 
enough to throw some shadow on their too 
bright and boring civilisation. Then the 
fashionable pessimism of the last 20 years 
has set a premium on reactionary tradi-
tionalist and obscurantist writing. There Is 
plenty in Yeats to occupy people interested 
in this. EVen his extraordinary holus-bolus 
of magic and spiritualism has been worked 
over by a recent critic as something valid 
in itself. In fact of all this it is easy to 
understand why in 'some eyes W. B. Yeats 
Is totally discredited: a minor romantic 
Irish poet with right-wing leanings an(j in-
flated pretentions to greatness. 

A true assessment has yet to be made. It 
will have to be made in Ireland. It will show 
that Yeats had the shortcomings of and 
blindnesses of his class and his time, and 
that these are to be seen to some extent in 
every word he wrote. But it will also be 
able to show to what extent he was able to 
overcome them and why it is that Yeats, 
writing in Galway or Rathfarnham about 
life in general is a more relevant and cogent 
writer than, say, Joyce in Trieste or Zurich, 
describing the details of a day in Sandy-
mount. 

But it will not gloss over his politics. Yeats 
was politically naive, his romantic taste for 
extravagant passionate people led him to 
idolise the lonely hero set against the 
crowd. This allied with his artist's dislike of 
the crass materialism of English middle-
class culture led to his anti-democracy. The 
scientific mind, the achievements of our age, 
he saw as alien, hostile to the imagination. 
And because of his cult of the heroic the 
pre-occupations of ordinary people figure 
little in his work. A recent statistical analysis 
of his vocabulary bears this out strikingly: 
Yeats' most frequent word all indicates his 
taste for sweeping facile generalisations, and 
the word use never occurs once. 

A FINAL assessment of Yeats will show 
-E*- how this does not invalidate poetry 
that is, much of it, more memorable than 
any other written this century in the in-
tensity of its feeling and the startling 
beauty of its images. And this may be simply 
because Yeats for all his hesitant national-
ism, his muddled snobbish hankering af ter 
a new pseudo-Ascendancy, never considered 
himself as anything but Irish, never lost 
touch with Ireland or the idea of an Irish 
nation. 

Richard Ellmann's The Identity of Yeats, 
now reissued as a paperback, followed upon 
his Yeats: the Man and the Masks, by far 
the most reliable and interesting book writ-
ten on Yeats so far. This second book con-
tains a detailed and always relevant 
examination of several aspects of Yeats' 
poetry. The chapter on Yeats' style, for 
example shows, and shows up, the way he 
used a consciously faked pseudo-archaic 
language to heighten his effects. Yeats' 
language, so often described as "Irish" was 
a fabrication of his own. 

The Critical Essays collected in this new 
Selection by Professor Jeffares are made 
available in paperback for the first time. 
Some of them have never been easily acces-
sible at all. Among these maybe the most 
interesting is the "General Introduction to 
my Work" that Yeats wrote in 1938 for a 
Collected Edition that never appeared. In 
this we find the following: 

"It was through the old Fenian leader 
John O'Leary | found my theme. His long 
Imprisonment, Ms longer banishment, his 
magnificent head, his scholarship, his pride, 
his Integrity, all that aristocratic dream 
nourished amid little shops and little farms 
had drawn around Mm a group of young 
men. I knew myself to be vague and In-
coherent. He gave me the poems of Thomas 
Oavls, said they were not good poetry, but 
had changed his life when a young man. I 
saw . . . that they were not good poetry, 
but they had one quality I admired and 
admire: they were not separated individual 
men; they spoil* or tried to apeak our ot a 
people to a people; behind them stretchM 
the aeneratMns." 

This constant admiration is surely why 
Yeats was and is a great poet. 

Oliver Gogarty was a witty doctor whom 
Yeats liked, and who wrote amusingly about 
the literary figures of the early years in 
other books. This memoir, beautifully pro-
duced and printed, contains some enter-
taining anecdotes about Yeats. 

B.F. 
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THE M&4 OF THE WIS T 
\ W H I L E we honour in song and in 
W.'mtg 

The nanus of our patriot men, 
Whose valour has covered with glory 

Full man<y a mountain and glen, 
Forget not tft» boys of the heather, 

Whif m*rshai»ed their bravest knd best, 
Wher»%li% M t l n i M n in Wexford, 

And hfaRWC Itfr rWenge to the West. 
CHORUS: 

I give you "The gallant old West," boys, 
Where rallied our bravest and bast, 

When Ireiarut 'was broken arid ^I'eedlrig, 
Hurrah, for the men of the Wb&t. 

The hill-tops with glory were glowing, 
T « * s the eve of a bright harvest day, 

When tffe ships we'd been wearily waiting 
Sailed into Kfflala's Broad bay. 

And over the hlDs went the slogan 
To vrafcen m every firalst 

The fire tha t has never been quenched, 
boys, 

Anton* the true hearts of tTie West 
Chorus. 

Killaia was oars era the midnight, 
And Wgft over Bkllfaa town, 

Our banners in triumph were waving 
Before the next sun had gone down; 

We * t W * e 6 to ejpfoe O f * bb*s, 
The t r t « then anSar and 

And history can tell how we routed 
The redcoats through old CastleMr. 

Chorus. 
And pledge me, "The stout sons of 

France," boys, 
Bold Humbert and all his brave men, 

Wffoie tramp, like the trumpet of battle 
Brought hope to the drooping again. 

Since Eire has caught to her bosom 
On many * mountain and hill, 

The gallants who fell so, they're here, 
boys, 

t o cheer us to victory still. 
Chorus. 

Though all the bright dreamings we 
cherished, 

Went down in disaster and woe, 
The Spirit of old still IS with us 

That never Would bend tb the foe j 
And Connacht ft ready whenever 

The loud-rolling tuck Of the dhim 
Rings out fo aWaHen the echoes 

And telt us—the morning Has come; 
CHORUS: 

So here's tt> th% gallant Old West, BojS, 
Which rawted heir tor*Vest imd best, 

When frft&Md was broken «Md bleeWng, 
Hurrah, boySl HUrrtf* ftir trie f » « t ! 

- W f L L f A ^ I R W N E Y . 

THE DYING REBEL 
- t o f E M g K t wfcscfArk M & m m i was ended, 
1 Vhii OTonhe l i Street . 

1 stood 4Ton« where , -.w.™ ~ ^rilve men perished; 
lose men have gone their God to meet. 

CHORUS: 
My only son was shot irt Dublin 

Figrwwig fwr m chumrv bold; 
He fought for Ireland, Ireland onlyi 

The harp and shamrock, the green, white and gold. 

The.hist I met was a grey-haired Fenian 
Looking for HtMfely son. 

I saM; "Old man, there feho use searching, 
Por t$ t<*tfcaV# yohr son Mis gbhe." 

tffc C^ed t w i t h f e a r f e d , 
"Oh m , " We erred, g o ^ od his kiieKs, 

" t kb^w- n i y s o n was too f t a d - h e a r t e d , 
I k n e w my son w o u M never yield." 

• \ 

The last I met was a dying rebel; 
Kneofirfg tow t he«rd httn ory : 

"Gog rtiy hom<fr in tifear Cork Cfty, 
OK) ftft* tffe for m m I dTe." 

H.C.F. PLANS PROTESTS 
r p H E Movement for Colonial Free-

doev m a i n coordinating; body of 
anti-imperialist movements ift 
Britain, h i s through its Prtsidtentl 
Lor& BroctWa^ taSTe'n tti'e irtitietiVe 
in fouh^iliir t h t "WatYorfal Counci l for 
Peace in V i e t n a m " 

The Cour^U has already established 
local committees i'h Hempstead, WllKsdeh, 
Hendott, BWttefsiift And R^'adlAg. 

The Ijohdofi area at tBe M.CF. is hold-
ing a conference on Vietnam in the Con-
way Hall at 2.30 , p.m. on Sunday, 3'0th 
May. Unfortunately this is the day of the 
Connolly Association Conference whose 
delegates will be unable U> attend. 

The Left-wing Labour weekly "Tribune" 
announced in its- editorial of April 30th 
that:— 

" Trftune*" now lnMtato to wage a full-" 
scale campaign on tHO frortl. There IB 1)0 
mor* Urgent j«b tt> He dorie" 

It pulstffthed a fulNtfefefc- artl'ofe hrtufth 
"It is later than we think," warnfrtlPtofoW1 

the Vietnam crisis was liable to grow into 
the beginning of a thlWt to&rfd wdr uftt&s 
the non-committea cbtrtlirfts, ffntl thtdSfc 
non-Involved, combine to bring pressure 
for a cessation of iWfctfftttes. 

The article warm against efforts to drive 
China if tb deeper isolation and urges that 
China Should be recognised and hrougbt 
into the United Nation* instead of being, 
regarded as an "ogre power" for the pur-

of justifying enormous arms expendi-
ture. 

In view of tifie immense exertions called 
for the Movement for Colonial freedom 
(address 374 Crays Inn. fesad, the floor 
iBove the Connolly Association) has ap-
pealed for a public subscription of £l,b00. 

In order to raise this among other 
things it announces a concert at the Festi-
val Hall on June 13th. The artistes in-
clude Annie Ross. Adrian Har'man, Steve 
Benbow, fiarry Poster, Andrew Faulds 
Vanessa Redgrave, Cy Grant, Nadia'cat-
touse, Dorothy Masuka, "The Exiles," 
Johnny Uankworlh and his Sextet, Ginger 
Johnson and his drummers, the Three City 
Four, and artistes from Africa, Asia and 
the Carribean, the whole produced and d'e 
vised by Bari Jonson. The concert is 
cailed on the efceasion of "Africa Freedom 
Day." 

ttVofe P A R K M e e t i n g s 
Speakers ' GoTncr 

everV Sunday, 3.30 p.m. 
May 9 

t K ) 

May i s j N E * * 

. W W 8 KKOtft 

THE ROSE Of MOONCOIN 
H 

IOW sweet 'tis to roam by the sunny Suir stream, 
To hear the Hove cooing 'neath the morning sunbeam, 

Where the thrush and the robin their steeet notes entwine, 
On the banks of the Stiir flowing down by MOoncoin. 

CHORUS: 
Flow on, lovely river, flow gently along, 
By your waters so clear sounds the lark's merry song; 
On your green banks I'll wander where first I did join 
With you, lovely Moily, the Hose of Mooncoin. 

Then here's to the Suir, wffh its vaftey so tail-, 
Where oftimes We wandered in the oool morning air; 
Where the roses are blooming and lilies entwine 
On the banks of the Soir flowing down by Mooncoin. 

She has sailed far away o'er the dark roHing foam ; 
Far away from the hills of her dear Irish h o m e ; 
Where the fisherman strays with his boat* rod and line 
By the banks of the Suir flowing down by Mooncoin. 

Oh Molly, dear Molly, it breaks my fond heart 
To know that w e two forever must part; 
111 think of you, Molly, while sun and moon shine 
On the banks of the Suir flowing down by Moonccrin. 

THE BONNY BOY 
father, dear father, yttu'Vk done what's tfery wrong 

V To marry me to this bonny boy, M being so very young: 
For he is only mteeh years and I arti fwentjrone— 
Oh the bonny boil is ybuhg ami stilt growfttg." 
"Oh daughter, dear daughter, I did nof do you wrong 
t o rtiarry yoo to this bonny boy through he Is so young, 
For he will be a match for you when f atn dWatt and gone— 
Oh ihe bonny b<« is yftttng, but he's growing." 
"Ohtfather, dfctr father, I tWf you whit we'lf do 
We i send my lowe to ooHege tor another year or two, 
Andtall around his bonhet WO Wltf tte a Hbbon WUe 
TO dhow the ladies that he is marriM." 
Oh i year it Weht by and I passed the college wail 
And! saw the cofftgians a-pttylh* at tttf Mil 
t saw my iov« amongst them* HiO fwrest of m m all 
Oh the bonny boy das young and stm growing. 
Oh i t the age of Wtftf t he was i lihirt-Mi ihan 
And'at the a j » d sixteen the father of a soh 
And! at the ag> of sevonteen O'er Ms gravb the grass grew green— 
Cru4l death h id put i n end to his growing. 

CLARE'S 

DRAGOONS 

WHEN, on Ramrtttes' bloody field, 
t h e baffled Frwich were forced to 
yield. 

The Victor Saxon backward heeled 
before the charge of C (art's Dragdons, 
Thfe flags We conquered 1ft that fray 
Lobk I'ohe in Ypree' ohoir, they s*y, 
Well Win. them company today, 
Or bHtVbly Hie Me Clare's Bntgoom. 

Viva la, for IrMand's wrong! 
viva te, for Ireland's right. 
Viva la, in battle throng, 
For a Spanish steed and sabre bright! 

Another edtre is here to read, 
The worthy son at such a Weed; 
The Prtrwh WfMto some famous deed, 
When telart 1b*Ol ffh his bold dfagbons. 
bur cotbhei from BHan'ii rice, 
ki t W* in Mi brttot afttt hes , 
H a Wtoha b & M i h i< strti his iwtce 
The fdrtnflfct of Ms bold drtgodhs. 

viva la, tne nofc origami 
viva l i , the old omh tool 
vivi ui, m o rose snail fade, 
And the s h a w m * shine for ever new. 

Oh! comrades, mink how Ireland pines, 
Her exited torts, ner rifled shrines, 
Her dearest hope the order lines, 
And bursting eftarge of Glare's Dragoons, 
Then fling yoor g m n flag to the sky, 
Be LiMERfchi your battlo-ery, 
And ohatgs, nil Blood ffoWS tatlock-hlfth 
Aroortd the trick of d i r t ' s Dragoons. 

Viva la, the new brigade! 
Viva la, the old one too! 
Viva la, the rose shall fade 
And the shamrock shine for ever new. 

THOMAS DAVIS. 

P R I S T ' S ADVICE 
QPEAKING to a w s i t - a t t v m a * m w t i m M 

Toalrhn (Lonocmi en Pridaq^ Aprd 
30th, Father SMerWy told t l l r gatMHng 
that a most important ilwaiie or rwMn* 
the sum* of the hnsh he flrttam was io 

t m that they jolfftd trad* Onions. 

SIX COUNTIES 
(Continued from Page One) 

But nOtWOur has it th^t his discussions 
with ©'Neltl behind the scenes were less 
cordial, though he may have been im-
prtssid by a certain amount of Unionist 
WihdbVKiressing 

The Unionist party produced two pro-
posed "concessions" for his benefit. The 
first Was a promise to re-axamine the fran-
cKisfe arrangements with a vie* to doing 
ft^ay with the Queens Universtty seats 
and the p'lwai vote. These changes would 
not harm the Unionists much and they 
could Hold things up talking about them 
for several years. The second Was a 
promise to repeal some of the Special 
Powers Acts, but keep the greater part of 
it. 

Despite his determination to back the 
de facto Government, Sir Prank Soskice 
Is safd to have told Captain O'Neill about 
the poor "image" which the si* counties 
and their twelve M.P.S have in Labour 
circles in Britain. And Mr. Sam Napier 
hinted that whether they were cuobed or 
not depended on themselves. Thia is an 
obvious reference to their almost Parael-
litfn taijtics of keeping Labour on its toes. 
They are the only group of Conservatives 
who are actively harrying the Government 

Although hope of influencing hitn in a 
more liberal direction has not been given 
up, disappointment with Sir Prank Sosklce 
has emphasised still more the need for 
unity of-the opposition groups dnd parties 
in the six counties. The Republicans have 
already taken the unprecedented step of 
requesting a plaoe in the Labour May Day 
demonstration. This was turned down. 
Perhaps it was a mistake on the part of 
the Republicans not to offer to be host 
first, by inviting Labour and trade union 
organisations to Milltown at Easter. But 
undoubtedly many nationalists of all 
shades helped to swell one of the biggest 
May Day parades ever organised. 

There have been negotiations between 
the two sections Of Labour M.P.a and the 
trade unions for a common front. 

In sum, everywhere therQ are signs of 
revival in six-county life, and everywhere 
the same pattern is traced In various ways 
—the unity of the ordinary people against 
the Unionists. This is what in the end 
will decide the fate of partition. 

TvrtMRCf — 
teifttfit Trade* council hate taken tne 

initiative in calim* a conference on civil, 
liberties in the six counties. All demo-
cratic organisations, Labour and National-
ist have bet?n Invited. 'It is anticipated 
that the'' rewrtt1 vtfil be1 the wHdinr Of nil 
fbttdft fbr a dhitw eawpaigtt. 
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NEW THINKING 
IN THE NJ.L.P 

Xj1 VIDENCE of new th ink ing within 
J the (par t i t ionis t) N o r t h e r n Ire-

land Labour P a r t y was shown at its 
recen t conference in Be l fas t when 
Mr. Pa t r i ck Wilson made a coura-
geous speech demanding tha t the 
pa r ty change its .policy t o w a r d s the 
border . 

He attacked Mr. Tom Boyd and Mr. 
Bleakley for waving the Union Jack and 
trying to re-emphasise the party's parti-
tionist bias. 

"This is wrong from the Socialist point 
of view" he told them, and added: "At the 
last election oar candidates wei;e rejected 
by the natkmaily-ttniQded, ;people of this 
country. There is -nothing we can do ex-
cept to change our attitude to the border." 
1 1 T H E N Mr. Sam Watt, veil-known as a 

' ' labour-Unionist propagandist in 
England a few years ago. tried to make 
an attack on Mr. Wilson he was ruled out 
oi order, And was in the voting that en-
sued thrown off the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Wilson represents the Sheet Metal 
Workers' Union. Trade Union opinion is 
urging a broader outlook on the Labour 
Party, starting with agreement to differ 
on the border question. This would allow 
a period of mutual discussion which would 
end in the best argument winning, and 
might pogsibly heal the breach with Mr. 
Fitt and Mr. Diamond's group. 

Principal opponent of a broader ap-
proach to the border question is Mr. Tom 
Boyd who said that partition should be 
supported. At the same time it is clear 
that even he would not now stand aloof 
from measures to establish normal demo-
cratic conditions. 

HAVE THIS ON ME 

APARTHEID MEN 
—Continued from Page One 

In Lirosrick three days later there was 
a similar picket, this time consisting 
mainly qf local members Qf the republican 
movement and some students who had 
come specially from Cork to help out The 
captain of the Qawyewon Rugby Football 
Club cama along as well to take part, 

showing considerable moral courage In 
doing eq, as the tMyoott rnavement has not 
been very popular in otteial Irish rugby 
circles—which is putting it mildly! 

The important match was in Dublin on 
Saturday, April 10th. It was with the aim 
of reducing the attendance at this that 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement has been 
campaigning since tenuary. 

HALF NUMBER 
And cfttr-BJUSPia* rSHceessfuto it turned 

out, for the attendance f t the inter-
national was Jess tfoan tyrif whgt it nor-
mally wou:d be The "Synciay Tlpie?" 
estimated the crowd at 25,000. whereas 
normally there are 50.000 and more at in-
ternational matches. Ehotagraofcs o( the 
stands next day showed lots of gaps and 
only a thinly-spread row of faces along the 
sidelines. 

President De Valera had set an example ' 
by announcing a few days before that he 
would not oe attending, though he in-1 
variably does go to these internationals as 
a rugbv enthusiast and former Dlaver him-
self. For this he was strongly denounced 
in the South African press. No member 
o the Irish Government uent either. 

Along Landsdowne Road leading up to 
Ihe main enu^noe. stood COO picketers with 
posters and banners: "Boycott Apartheid 
in Sport," "No Racialism in Rn^bv." "Free 
Imprisoned Advocates of Non-Racial 
Sport, Protest Against Segregation in 
South African 6poits Audiences." So went 
the posters. The picketers, who had pre-
viously marched from the city, sang mean-
while the famous American freedom 
anthem, "We Shall Overcome." 

When the South Africans arrived in 
their bus the green-blazered, strapping, 
sun-tanned figures sat remarkably mute 
and subdued as they passed slowly along 
the waving line of banners. 

Subdued they may have been, but no 
gentlemen-j-portsmen were they. The 
night before, when they were picketed out-
side thei* hotel, the Shelbourne. a group 
of therr» hfwl thrown muck from, an upper 
window on the demonstrators below, 
mouthing vjje leQgUftKe aud naaking ob-
scene testuree the whHe. These were 
clearly np unfortunate neutral victims of 
the apartheid-policy of their Government! 

They were remlpded of ijvhat decent 
Irish people thought OS. tbeil) until their 
very last moments on Irish soil, for they, 
were picketed qpajrk, by * large crowd aq 
they left Duolin Airport on the Sunday. 

As their plane w.lagffl l n t o l h e 

skv. did eprpe of tfcrip car^y back any 
doubts <»«pw-whltea 
thauaaindfc at .mil**' to the south.? U ia. 
hard to believe that they did not. 

would you like to be 
wakened out of your sleep every 

few minu t e s by a thunderous roar 
ten mil l ion times as loud as the nor-
mal noises you hear about you all 
the t ime ? 

Well, you will be, if the British Govern-
ment and its accomplices in France go 
ahead with their supersonic airline pro-
ject. 

They have been carefully studying how 
to present the project to the public, and 
the first stage in the elaborate public 
relations efforts they are preparing was 
to take M.P.s down to Huntingdon anri 
make a few bangs in the sky. 

Everybody felt that this was lair and 
frank. It there were any hand-outs they 
no doubt said what hand-outs always say. 
that loud was soft, high was low, ajid 
the Government in allowing all these 
bangs was really interested in fighting 
the disease of deafness. 

But alas, they flatly refused to allow 
the Noise Abatement Society anywhere 
near the grandstand. These impious 
rebels actually proposed to measure the 
loudness of the bangs with scientific in-
struments. Keep the Luddites away! 

Unfortunately the public relations men 
who wouldn't let the anti-noise men on 
their field forgot that the bang is just 
as loud in the next field—and can be 
heard as a tremendous explosion 25 miles 
away. 

There will be supersonic protests soon. 
The Government hope to get the English 
used to these noises, or at least accept 
them in the usual grumbling way. Failing 
them and the patient Welshmen, their 
last resort is going to be to let hell 
loose over the Wexford coast. 

* * * 

Nobody has ever answered to mv satis-
faction a simple question. What good 
is "progress" that makes life more un-
pleasant? The newspapers are preparing 
the minds of supersonic travellers as well. 
It is being explained that if you want 
to fly on these new planes you must have 
a s'eep before you start. And even if 
this avoids the nervous effects of the 
upsetting of the inbuilt rhythiji of day 
and night possessed by the human body, 
you will still have stomach upsets for 
several days. 

Who then will want to fly in the things? 
Nobody. But some people may fly in 
them who do not want to. and whose 
nervous systems and stomachs are ex-
pendable. Soldiers. 

* * * 
Talking about food. I observe with 

horrpr that English .potatoes h&ve ap-
peared in Ireland. I had them in Dun-
dalk at a restaurant bearing a Continental 
name. According to Gresham's law bad 
money always drives out good, and in the 
catering trade the same usually applies 
to food. 

By English potatoes I do not mean 
potatoes grown in England I mean 
potatoes peeled and left soaking all night 
in water before being boiled the next 
day. A restaurateur once told me he 
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k i l u s h a n d r a 
got twice as many portions per hundred-
weight out of them if he first swelled 
them in this way. But they are then 
as tasteless as broiler chickens. 

If Bord Failte could forget the ancient 
castles where people dress up as knights 
of old. the straight race-tracks that de-
stroy the scenery they take you to see. 
and the type of "modernising" that means 
taped music and calling chips "frencn 
fried'' and concentrate on things where 
Ireland can down all her competitors, 
perhaps tourism would be the healthier 
lor it. 

And at present, if the invasion does 
not spread from Dundalk, the quality of 
food of all kinds is infinitely higher than 
it is in Britain. 

Why not popularise "pommes de terre 
a l'irlan,dais"? A bit of French is of 
course essential to a snob menu. 

And also why not start exporting the 
Irish food unprocessed? I always feel 
uneasy that Father McDyer and the co-
operatives of the west are so closely de-
pendent on the sugar company. If the 
state would establish., or a distributive 
co-operative society v.ould establish, a 
rapid marketing system make use of air 
transport to get the superior products oi 
small farmers on to the British market 
i. would mean muoh to them. 

And instead of advertising the most 
monopolised Irish foods, it would be neces-
sary to explain the superiority of th" 
natural Irish product and popularise it 
under some such slogan as "Irish food 
has taste in it." 

For English hasn't. And Irish won't 
either if the small farmer goes the way 
of all flesh. 

* * * 

I am told that the building workers are 
going for a big wage increase next year. 
Whether this will be entirely to Mr. 
Brown's liking is debatable. But every-
body should wish them luck. 

The trouble with this trade is that it 
is in an absolutely anarchic state, and 
tlwt an,iU"chy has come to be accepted. 
Everybody is badly off. But the snags 
and difficulties are pever quite alike. One 
man is well paid but overworked and 
lives in almost ammal-iike conditions. 
Another has a "soft job" for which he 
is paid next to nothing. The bosses are 
as various as the worker?. There are 
contractors, sub-contractors, labour-only 
contractors and sites vary from three 
Englishmen and a tea-boy to assemblies 
like the United Natiqns. 

Qn the whole the workers pull very 
well together. But the chaos in the trade 
makes organisation very difficult. There 
is no enthusiasm for the trade union 
proposal of nationalisation, because every 
man is afraid he may lose his little niche 
without getting anything to compensate 
him for it. 

But there is no real doubt that ending 
the anarchy in the trade, even if it meant 
converting the independent contractors 
into salaried managers, would benefit 
everybody in the long run. Casual condi-
tions are not really suitable for the middle 
of the twentieth century. 

I am told it is now safest to travel in 
the rear of a train, as the chances of 
the engine hitting an obstruction in 
front are greater than those of British 
Railways driving something into your 
rear. 

This raises the serious question of why 
railway sabotage is becoming a regular 
pastime for weak-minded individuals ia 
Britain. One reason may be that access 
to the lines is easier. I came across a 
place on the main north-western line that 
goes to Holyhead,, where level crossing 
gates have been removed and traffic lights 
substituted. What about the colour-blind 
driver, I asked. Or some drunkard who 
straddles his car across the permanent 
way as the express comes thundering upon 
it? And also I wonder if the barbed wire 
is always kept in lull repair. Maybe it 
is, and I apologise if suspicions are 
aroused by the great economy campaign. 
But they are understandable. 

Which brings me on to the subjeot of 
growth of vandalism. Whence this wide-
spread urge to destroy. It expresses itself 
not in the destruction of the tilings which 
make modern life intolerable, but in the 
destruction of its amenities. For these 
things are unprotected. There is a para-
llel in Trotskyite politics never directed 
against the real enemy, but always 
against somebody who is opposed to the 
enemy. And in the mod-and-rocker dis-
turbances. 

The urge to violence comes. I believe, 
basically from the central philosophy of 
modern western society. The greatest 
country is the one that can wreak the 
most destruction on others. To be able 
to destroy shows you are the big fellow. 
And today Everyman is a very small 
fellow indeed. His home can be swept 
away by the ukase of a planning "autho-
rity" he has never heard of. to make way 
for pnojects tbat he doesn-'t want, and 
he himself may have to uproot himself 
from all his past associations at a 
moment's notice. And he is actually to|d 
what he will be wearing in six months' 
time. And he is. The field in which 
he can make a _ personal decision is re-
stricted till he feels he has no influence 
whatsoever on the conditions of his own 
existence. Apathy is one side of the coin; 
hooliganism is the other. 

Either way the legislators should 
tremble. 

* * * 
A colleague has gone on to peas for 

lunch after finding a furniture beetle in 
his cabbage. He was speculating about 
the creature. Was it trying to gate-crash 
his head by the main entrance, or had 
the cabbage suffered from woody sclerosis 
of the stem? "Why ask me?" I demanded. 
"So that you can put it in your b y 
column." 

CRESCENDO OF LABOUR ACTIONS 
ON THE SIX COUNTIES 

j y j O S T important resolution de-
m a n d i n g an enquiry into anti-

democra t ic practices in the six coun-
ties is tha t passed at the i r annual 
confe rence by the Co-operative 
Par ty . 

It is usually said that as it is neither 
left nor right in "wing" the Co-operative 
party reflects almost exactly the average 
of the Labour Party, and what the Co-
operative Party says today the Labour 
Party Conference says tomorrow. 

A number of resolutions are expected 
on the agenda of the next Lnbour Party 
Conference. The newly established Cam-
paign for Democracy in the six counties 
ts understood to be circularising Constit-
uency Labour Parties urging them to 
seod in resolutions demanding an en-
quiry. 

Examples of th« type of action tliat is 
tatelng place com« fropi place* like Brix-
ton and. Kiugstop-on-Tharpes. 

Brixton Constituency Labour Party 
passed a resolution calling for an enquiry 
into the working of tbe Opuienjipept of 
Ireland Act and that the anUndiscrimina-
tlon Bill should be applied tp Northeqn 
Ireland and Include wtfleious discrimina-
tion. (It Is worth mentioning in paren-
thesis that the. QUI to protect hire pur-
chasers -te not <0 " apply to Northern 
IttlawU- The 8ri*ta» j»cty -seat tbsJr 
views to the Home Secretary and have 

circularised every London Constituency 
Labour Party stating their position. As a 
result there have been discussions in 
North Paddington and other constituen-
cies. 

O11 March 1st the West Ealing No. 2 
Branch of the National Union of Railway^ 
men passed a resolution requesting that 
the anti-discrimination Bill should apply 
to Northern Ireland. 

It was sent to the Home Secretary and 
to Transport House, also to Hayes & 
South&ll, Kingston-on-Thames, Acton & 
Ealing Trades Councils, to the Labour 
Parties in the area, and to the N W Lon-
don District Council of the Union. 

The Ealing resolution was later carried 
by the Kiqgston Laboar Party, Kingston 
Trades Council, and by the North-west 
London District Council of the N.U.R. 

At tip* HnM M* Kingston 
Labour Party it in correspondence with 
Transport House (Labour Party H t a * 
quarters) fMHp HtftQOi % communication 
has b**n received stating that the com-
plaint* on the SMbJefit of. discrimination 
have JMaa forwarded to tM Ministers 
concerned. 

T * a f » Toot M.P.s were prevented frow 
attending the Unionist Party Conference 

in eetfast because of a melton tabled in 
the British Houae of Commons by Mr. 
Rose, M.P. for Blackley (Manchester),. 

The motion was for an enquiry into the 
operation of the Government of Ireland 
Act. 

Mr. Rose had been nominated to repre-
sent the Labour Party at the May Day 
gathering in Belfast to replace Mr Fred 
Lee who was kept in London in connec-
tion with steel nationalisation plans. 

There was consternation at Stoceioat 
when U was heard who was coming. He 
was detcribod an "eooroy of Ulster 
and plane were mfde to put him on tele-
vision and show blm up. 

The choice of Mr. Rose was tajcen as 
evidonoe of Mr. Wilson's long-term aims 
of hooking the Republic into the Com-
monwealth by sacrificing t"he six coun-
ties. There is of course no real evidenoe 
that this was the motive. It may have 
been tin effort to eSace the bad impres-
sion made on Nationalist opinion by Sir 
Frank Soskice's sops to the Unionists the 
week before 

Unfortunately Mr. Hose's motion r a w 
up on tbe very day he was to h»ve nor*' 
to Bflfa.it aud lie h»d to remain in Lon-
don. 



CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION CALLS 
Appeal for extra 
SIOOO this year FOR MORE FUNDS 

HANDS OFF P. R. ? 
result of the election in the 

twenty-six counties means a 
gain of two seats, for the Government 
jparty, a loss of one for Fine Gael, a 
£ain of five for Labour, and the deci 
jnation of the Independents. In 
4ffu»kipg these changes the people 

out to the polling booths in 
£Eeater numbers than they haye done 

years. . ; 
Throughout the country the voting pat-

tern as compared with 1961 showed swings 
to the t h r e e main parties, and particularly 
to Labour, a t the expense of the Inde-
pendents. S inn Pein, of course, Who con-
tested a number of seats in 1961, did not 
take p a p this time. 

The election results showed three par-
ticularly interesting trends. Firstly, the 
awing to Labour in Dublin, where the 
Party won four of its fl*e new seats, 
although it lost the seat held by Dr. Noel 
Browne by a slender margin Working-
class dissatisfaction at high prices, poor 
social services, and the housing shortage, 
is regarded as the main reason l o r this 
swing. 

Secondly, the swing to Pine Gael in 
traditional F ianna Pail area* of the 
Western counties. Here, discontent with 
the Government's failure to hejp the small 
farmers was' certainly a Ifeetor. We can 
expect tha t F ianna Pail will a t tempt to 
mend its "broken fences" in this area 
during the coming period. 

Thirdly, the support given to Fianna 
Fail by important elements of the busi-
ness and professional community t h a t in 
the past would have backed Pine Gael 
a s the party moat likely to promote their 
interests. 
V I R L EM ASS is bade as Taoheach with 

an overall majority of two. He no 
doubt had expected to do better but, 
barring crises, he can probably stay i n 
office for ieveral years. The electorate has 
choaen a Planna Fail Government, but not 
with such • majority as to enable it to 
do whatever it thinks fit. 

Failure to get a large overall majori ty 
has led F i a n n a Fail again to raise the 
question of abolishing P.R. Mr. Lemass 
in his first ma jo r post-election speech 
blamed the electoral system for falling 
to produce a sufficiently "strong" govern-
ment, and referred critically to the re-
counts tha t went on for days a f t e r the 
election in two constituencies. 

I t does no t seem to strike, him tha t the 
people may just not have wanted a 
"Strong" Government; that is, a "strong" 
Fianna Fail Government, and likewise, 
that re-counts and close results can occur 
under any electoral system. 

A fur ther a t tack on the present P R . 
system is almost certainly being planned 
by Fianna Fail, though this time they will 
be more subtle than last, and try to get 
Pine Gael's agreement to a change-over 
to the alternative vote system in single-
seat constituencies, rather than to the 
British system as they did in 1959. 

Pine Gael has got rid of James Dillon 
as leader, a m a n whose Intransigently 
conservative and pro-British at t i tudes 
could never a t t rac t popular support In the 
Country, and replaced him with a more 
flexible Mr. Liam Cos grave, son of the 
Cumann na nGael leader of the 1920s. 
Mr. Cosgrave Is reported to be 4f t ' favour 
of a revision of the electoral system also; 
so a deal is quite on the cards between 
the leaders of the two big parties to re-
design the system to suit themselves a t 
the expense of the Labour Par ty and 
smaller political groups. 

As yet there have only been hints and 
rumours of this, but In the coming period 
we will be hearing a lot more about P.R. 
Some people anticipate the development 
of a "hands off P R " campaign If we do. 

Expansion of work is now necessary 
• H E Executive Council of the 
• Connolly Association has 

decided to make a public «*ppeal 
for funds to carry out the ex-
panded work the growth of 
interest in the Irish question is 
occasioning. 

It is necessary to increase its ex-
penditure by £1,000 between now 
and the end of 1965, if the required 
expansion is to be achieved. 

The money is required for the 
following purposes: 

1. The organising of demonstra-
tions in London and the 
provinces to arouse greater 
public interest in the Asso-
ciation's policy and win fresh 
membership. 

2. The wider and more regular 
distribution of information 
material on the ever-changing 
political situation on the 
Anglo-Irish scene. 

3. Travelling expenses for more 
speakers from Ireland, closer 
touch with the Labour move-
ment in Ireland, and for send-
ing speakers and organisers to 
backward areas. 

4. The preparation of Com-
memoration ceremonies worthy 
of the 59th anniversary of the 
Easter Rising, which falls in 
1986. 

Large sum 
Compared with other organisations 

of the same size, balance sheet corn-
par isons show that the Connolly As-
sociation and "Irish Democrat" turn 
over an exceptionally large sum per 
unit of staff—it is over twice that of 
some similar organisations. 

While this is due partly to the fact 
that so much of the organisation's 
work is concerned with publishing, 
it is also a measure of the fact that 
more staff is needed. 

The £1,000 now being appealed for 
includes an item to start a fund for 
the appointment of a full-time 
national organiser. The "Irish Demo-
crat" plans for the appointment of a 
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circulation manager are to be 
announced in June. 

Conference 
Further proposals for the expan-

sion of the work of the Connolly 
Association will be discussed at 
fourth session of its forthcoming 
annual conference on May 29th and 
30th. 

It will be pointed out that only in 
London and Manchester are members 
availing to the full of the possibilities 
which exist in the situation. 

In these two centres the Connolly 
Association has been continuously 
established for over 20 years. An ex-
perienced leadership has been built 
up in the branches which knows how 
to react to events, and take the 
initiative. 

Creditable 
Elsewhere, as in Birmingham, 

Liverpool, Nottingham, Glasgow, etc., 
the members have done good work, 
but have never established a leader-
ship able to maintain the initiative in 
the scurry of events. In Reading, Ox-
ford, Northampton and other smaller 
places the membership has been 

•either 4X>o small or too fluctuating to 
do more than "show the flag." A 
creditable exception is Slough. 

It is likely to be argued that people 
never learn from their failures, but 
only from successes. Therefore addi-
tional staff is required so that an 
oQtaniser can go and spend some 
time in the Midlands and Scotland 
in an attempt to solve the problems 
that exist in these areas and bring 
them up to the level of London and 
Lancashire. 

It was decided that since time is 
precious the task of raising the neces-
sary funds would not be delayed until 
the conference meets, since in prin-
ciple the objects in mind were 
cove^d by the 1964 conference. 

Democracy in 
the Six Counties 

PARLIAMENT 
JUNE 1st 

Chorlton Town hall 
Friday, 21 st May, at 8 p.m. 

• Kathleen O'Reilly's School of Dancing 

Vocalists— 

JOHN MULLINS 
PEGGY REDMOND 

DAVE HILLERY 
TONY ALLEN 

EDDIE LENIHAN 

FELIX DORAI 
All-Ireland Uileann Piper 

Instrumentalists— 

MICHAEL CONROY 
BARNEY WAITERS 

PATRICK FINN 
MICHAEL DALY 

THE DONNELLY BROS. 

Admiss ion 

4 / -

A UNIQUE, IRISH SOCIAL EVENING WITH THE 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION (Conference week-end) 
Music by 

LARRY CPDOWD * 

Songs by 

LUKE KELLY 

Saturday, May 29th 
THE RAGLAN 

St. Martins-le-Grand 
(Newgate St., Oheapside) 

London, E.C.1 
(Tube—8t. Pauls) 

8 p.m. - 11 p.m. 

• A good crack 
with our friends 

from down 
country 

•Ab i" Admission ,4/-
4 
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