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FREE ELECTION? 
Sinn Fein still illegal 
in the Six Counties 

TO THINK 
AGAIN ON 
PARTITION 

"IRELAND ACT" WAS WRONG 

I R I S H M E N 
1 O 'Ne i l l 

were urged to send tetters to Captain Terence 

protesting against the continued ban on the 

activities of Sinn Fein in the six counties at a Connolly Asso-

ciation meeting in Birmingham Bull Ring held on September 

13th. 

The main speaker, Mr. Desmond 

Greaves, editor of the "Irish 

Democrat," said: 

"We are tow there are free 

ejections in the six counties. 

Where is the freedom if a party 

cannot oaH its candidates by its 

own name, but has to put them 

up under a new name they did 

not have last time?" 

He argued that the British 

Home Secretary was ultimately re-

sponsible, since the Westminster 

elections were a reserved power. 

Mr. Sean Caughey, Republican 

Director of Elections, who wksr Re-

cently jailed for refusing to pay a 

£2 fine imposed for singing the 

"Soldier's Song" in Ballycastle, Co. 

Antrim, has been trying without 

success to have the ban revoked. 

HITLER'S VOTE 
It was imposed In December, 

1966, under an Order extending 

the section 24A of the Special 

Powers Act. 

The Special Powers Aots are 

stifl In full foroe in the six coun-

ties, and have been held to violate 

21 out of the 30 provisions of the 

Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights. 

Replying to suggestions that the 
"Northern Ireland people wanted 
partition" at the same meeting, 
Mr. Desmond Qreaves said it was 
impossible when the life of society 
was so distorted by repressions 
and discriminations to say that 

the people of the six counties had 
ever had a proper opportunity to 
say what they wanted. 

He remembered that Hitler got 
a W per cent vote, but nobody be-
lieved it represented the will of 
the German people. 

Fenner Brock way on Labour policy 
By 

SEAN REDMOND 
DROSPECTS of a complete reconsideration of the 

' Irish question by a Labour government have defi-

nitely improved." 

This is What Mr. Fenner *The agitation of the Irish in 

Brockway, who is defending Bri twn had directed attention 

his seat in Slough, Bucks., told t o t h e s e P ro
f
b 'ems * n d 

me in an interview at the ^ t h e m b e m g over" 

House of Commons. 

Among the many reasons for 
the changed atmosphere, Mr. 
Brockway pinpointed the fol-
lowing :— 

• The behaviour of the six-county 
Unionist M.P.& at Westminster 

l ilted educated *3jitish Members 
on the philosophy of Unionism. 

• The revelations of discrimina-
tion against Catholics brought 
to London by Nationalist Parlia-
mentarians had shocked and 
outraged the conscience of La-
bour Members. 

Islandmagee 

skeletons 

Archseologists are of the opinion 
that two skeletons found at 
Brown's Bay, Islandmagee, may 
be part of a 500 B.C. burial plot 
found near the same spot in 1953. 

The recent finds were those of 
an adult and a child. Three stohes 
found arranged triangular fashion 
round the adult's head—a sign of 
prehistoric burial. 

At Corran Point, across Lame 
Lough from this part of Island-
magee, an American expedition. In 
1932, found a flint workshop which 
established the area as having 
been 'a settlement of -Western 
neolithic farm families from the 
Continent, the settlement dating 
from 8,000 to 3,000 B.C. 

SOUTH LONDON C.A. 
WORKS FOR UPTON 

C E A R S of a "dirty election" are being expressed by Irish 

and other democratic organisations in south London. 

Particularly in Brixton, where 
the Connolly Association is work-
ing for the return of Mr. Marcus 
Lipton, the sitting member, have 
the Tories been stirring it up 
about "immigrants." 

Connolly Association secretary, 
blonde petite Pat White, who with 
her husband, Nawry-born Michael 
White, sits on the Labour Party 
campaign committee, says that 
last year she wrote to the Tory 
Party asking if their attacks on 
immigrants were intended to in-
clude the Irish. 

She received no reply. 

"Now we are going to press their 
candidate for a straight answer," 
she sayB. 

The following statement has 
been issued by Mr. Lipton: 

Having visited Northern Ire-
land and seen for mypelf the 
extent of religious ang political 
discrimination there, I am con-
vinced that an independent 
commission of inquiry Into the 
operation of the HOT1 Govern-
ment of Ireland Act is urgently 
required. The electoral system 
In Northern Ireland is a mock-
ery of democracy. 

As I told the mass demon-
stration held by the Connolly 
Association In Trafalgar Square 
last June. Sean Lemass got no 

reply from Sir Alec Douglas 
Home when he asked for an as-
surance that Britain would not 
enforce partition when Irishmen 
were united in wanting to end it. 

The British taxpayer keeps 
the Government of Northern 
Ireland in existance with an 
annual grant of 46 million 
pounds It is an outrage that we 
should subsidise religious apart-
heid in this costly fashion. 

Let us work together for the 
ending of religioas discrimina-
tion and for the ultimate goal 
of a free and united Ireland. 

"The time is ripe for the matter 
to be examined afresh," he con-
cluded, and I myself will certainly 
press for it, whether the next 
government should be Labour or 
Conservative. 

F R E S H S T A R T 
When I mentioned the Ireland 

Act of 1949, Mr. Brockway re-
called that he was not a member 
of the House at that time. 

"I should certainly have voted 
against it," he told me. 

Was he aware that this Act had 
done more to alienate the Irish 
from Labour than any other event 
in this, centuiy? 

"I am, .of oourse," he replied. 
"But I think there is a new atmos-
phere. This is evidenced by the 
motion I put down for an enquiry 
Into discrimination In Northern 
Ireland, after the Nationalists' 
visit, when I was happy to aot as 
host Fifty-three members put 
their names down at once. It was 
a fine response, and shows the 
increased awareness. The Irish 
in Britain should appreciate this 
change and be prepared to start 
afresh." 

But would those who demanded 
an enquiry under a Tory govern-
ment be prepared to press on with 
it when their own party was in 
office? 

"I believe that they would," said 
Mr. Brockway, "irrespective of 
what government is in office. But 
the Irish in Britain can still help. 

MR. FENNER BROCKWAY, M.P. 

They have a big task of education 
and enlightenment in front of 
them, and by continuing to make 
the facts known they can keep 
the pressure up. This should be 
done especially through the trade 
union movement" 

M R . L E M A S S 
Among immediate steps which 

he would be prepared to advocate 
Mr. Brockway Included a reply to 
Mr. Lemass's request for an assur-
ance .that Britain would stand 
aside and not try to prevent any 
rapprochement between Irishmen. 

"It ought to be said categoric-
ally," he said, "that It is contrary 
to all Labour principles that a 
government of this country should 
allow Its own national interests to 
be a barrier to reconciliation in 
Ireland" 

It was not merely a matter, 
he went on. of repealing the Ire-
land Act, but of seeking a new 
settlement that would end and re-
move partition. When he sug-
gested a consideration of Cardinal 
D'Alton's plan, he was told it 
would split the movement from 
top to bottom, and arouse reli-
gious antagonisms. But in the 
improved atmosphere of today 
such objections were assuming 
smaller proportions. 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

WE DO NOT TELL YOU WHO TO VOTE FOR 
I T is not the function of the " I r i s h 
" Democrat" to tell its readers who 
to vote for. 

That it for the individual Judgment of the 
•lector faced with the Individual alterna-
tives of the various candidates. 

At the same time, ws do strengty urge 
our readers to MAKE SURE THAT THEY 
DO VOTE, provided they feel there Is a 
candidate worthy of their support It is no 
use wishing somebody returned if you leave 
other people to return him. 

The Connolly Association has been busy 
preparing for this election since October, 

1963. Its first job was to get as many Irish 
on to register as possible. Its second was to 
work out a general Nne of policy summarised 
in the slogan "out with the Tories, In with 
the friends of Ireland" Its third was the 
drawing up of a list of demands against 
whloh friends of Ireland could be tested. The 
final task row well advanced is that of orga-
nising the quizzing of parties and oandidatss. 

We oan justly claim to have brought the 
Irish question Into this eleotlon. 

It is now for our readers to exeroiss their 
right to vote, and te do eo in the light of 
their i s n Judgment, their own coneoience 
and their own | 
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ROGER CASEMENT 
"Come speak your bit in public, 

That some amends be made 

To this most gallant gentleman 

That is in quicklime laid." 

W. B. Yeats 

J|OGER CASEMENT was born at 
Sandycove, Co. Dublin, on Sep-

tember 1st, 1864. He died 52 years 
later, when on August 3rd, 1916, he 
was hanged at Pentonville Prison. 
London, on a charge of having "be-
tween the 1st day of November, 1914 
and on divers other occasions be-
tween that day and the 21st April, 
1916. unlawfully, maliciously and 
treasonably committed high treason 
without the realm of England in con-
tempt of our Sovereign Lord the 
King and his laws to the evil example 

• of others in like case, contrary to his 
duty and allegiance." 

The half-century of his lifetime en-
compassed a period of decisive changes 
In Ireland and in the world at large, in 
some of these, his involvement was one 
of significance anil has caused his name 
to be limembered by many with gratitude 

A centenary article published with 

acknowledgments to "Eire-Ireland" 

.(Bulletin of the Department of External Affairs) 

O n the centenary of his birth he is 
honoured by his countrymen as one who 
was unselfish in the service which he 
rendered in the cause of liberty in three 
continents and who 'died that Ireland 
liright be free. 

On his father's side Casement's people 
were Ulster Protestant landed gentry. He 
grew up at 'the family seat at Magherin-
temple, Co. Antrim, in a period of great 
trial for the Irish poeple. The exhaustion 
that had followed the Great Famine 
(1845-47), if on the wane, was still per-
ceptible and the great struggle for eco-
nomic, educational and political reforms 
was beginning. It was a period when 
despotic alien landlordism bred violence 
and depression, and hunger and misrule 
kept uft the outpouring of emigrants. 
Casement came to manhood in an en-
vironment in which the imperatives of 
power cOuld be invoked to condone in-
justice and the maintenance of established 
order and privilege defined the social good. 

Outside Ireland the annexation of 
Africa and other undeveloped regions 
and the exploitation of their natural 
toeaith in the name of philanthropy, 
civilisation and progress, marked the full 
flush of I9th-century European imperial-
ism. The mood of the era was largely 
Jiagoist and unrespecting of human 
rights and needs in areas of commercial 
and political advantage. 

W f t i t K I N A F R I C A 
i 

Casement was 20 years of age when as 
a purser in an Elden Dempster ship, he 
made his first contact with Africa. Two 
years later, in 1887, he joined an expedi-
tion led by the American General Sand-
ford. into the Independent State of the 
Congo, lately established bv Leopold II. 
King of the Belgians. 

He spent the next five years there 
during which he gained a wide know-
ledge of the area and its peoples. In 
recalling later this period of his life, 
Casement wrote: "Coming home in 1889. 
I found myself a very young man. with 
all the love of Africa upon me. but no 
wish to continue in what was clearly 
becoming a Belgian enterprise." 

Altogether. Casement was to spend 23 
Refers Jn Africa, between the West Coast 
<fnfl The 'East. Africa in Its prlmltiveness 
and its newness fascinated him as it 
did many other adventurous young Euro-
peans of the time. If in the end he 
was to be the means of bringing about 
reform In colonial administration there, 
Africa in its turn was to affect him 
profoundly. It aroused In him a hatred 
of exploitation and an implacable com-
passion for men everywhere who help-
lessly had to sufTer Injustice. 

Casement entered the British Colonial 
Service in 1891 and between then and 
lMfl served in Nigeria and Portuguese 
West and East Africa. By August, 1900. 
when he took up an appointment as 
British Consul in thp Congo Free State 

he had won for himself a reputation for 
integrity, courage and efficiency. 

For the next two years his energies 

were devoted mainly to gaining informa-

tion regarding administrative practices 

in the Congo Free State, about which 

public opinion in Europe and the U.S.A. 

was growing increasingly clamant. 

From May until September. 1903. on 
official instructions, he carried out an 
investigation of conditions in the Upper 
Congo, where there were large rubber 
estates. His report, which was com-
pleted in December of that year, dealt 
with the changes for the worse which 
had occurred since his first visit to the 
Congo, fifteen years earlier—the decima-
tion of population, by disease, hunger 
and migration, the hardships endured by 
the native peoples as a result of forced 
deliveries of foodstuffs and forced labour 
in the rubber plantations and elsewhere, 
the harsh arbitrary punishments inflicted 
on the native peoples by flogging, mutila-
tion and death. 

The publication of his report by the 
British Government in-1904 brought Case-
ment immediate fame and throughout the 
world there was acclaim for the gallantry, 
fortitude and humanity which had carried 
him through the many hardships and 
and dangers of the investigation. The 
report—the accuracy of its findings were 
subsequently confirmed bv an Interna-
tional Committee—eventually resulted in 
the reform of the Congo administration. 

For Casement its value lay—as he said 
in a letter to his friend, that great re-
former. Edmund Morel, in that it helped 
to make known "what a hell on earth 
our own white race had made and was 
daily making, of the homes of the black 
people, it was our duty to protcct." 

NATIONAL RESURGENCE AT 

HOME 

After the publication of his report, 
Casement spent a long vacation in Ire-
land to recover his health, which had 
been greatly taxed by his exertions in 
the Congo. In the course of it Me came 
into close contact with the literary 
social and political movements led by 
men like Hyde. Yeats. Griffith, McNeill 
and Pearse which had begun to redefine 
the national identity and to inject new 
vigour into Irish life. 

The enthusiasm and originality of the 
rising young nationalists caught Case-
ment's imagination and their self-reliance 
and resolution to undo the national humi-
liation endured for generations won his 
sympathy. By the end of his vacation 
he appears to have been inclining to the 
conclusion that the only solution to 
British misrule in Ireland was the elimi-
nation of the British presence and that 
political separatism as enunciated by-
Tone. Mitchel and the Fenian leaders— 
i.e. Ireland's complete political indepen-
dence of Britain—was the sole, wholly 
satisfactory objective for the Irish 
Nationalist. 

He described this development in his 
political thinking on Ireland in these 
words: . . it was those 19 months in 
Ireland when 'seconded' from the Consu-
lar Service that moulded all my subse-
quent actions and carried me so far on 
the road to Mttchel's aspirations that 
everything I have since done seems but 
the natural upgrowth from the seed then 
sown . . ." 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Casement's next tour of consular duty-
was in South America to which he went 
in 1906. In 1908 he was appointed Consul-
General at Rio de Janiero. an appoint-
ment which was to lead him for the 
second time to an Investigation of the 
inhumane exploitation of helpless people. 

In 1910. on the instructions of the 
British Foreign Office he went with a 
Commission of Enquiry into the condi-

tions to which th* Indian peoples were 
subject in the rubber-producing areas 
worked by the Peruvian Amazon Com-
pany in the Putumayo. in the upper 
regions of the Amazon basin. His report, 
published in 1912. brought to light a 
regime of barbarous cruelty on the part 
of the agents of the company. 

More so than in the case of his Congo 
report, its publication caused a public 
outcry in Europe and the United States 
which eventually resulted in the winding-
up of the company and the ending of 
the inhumane regime it had operated. 

Years of service in Africa and the 
Putumayo had taken their toll of Case-
ment's stamina and in 1913. broken in 
health, he retired from the British 
Consular Service. 

STRUGGLE FOR IRISH 

INDEPENDENCE 

He went back to live in Ireland at a 
time of burgeoning morale and rising 
expectations in the national life. Since 
his last long stay in Ireland in 1906 
national self-confidence had gone from 
strength to strength. In the political 
field the success of the campaign for 
Home Rule seemed imminent. 

Casement was already on terms of 
friendship with the leading national 
figures and actively joined them in many 
of their endeavours. When the Unionists 
in Ireland, with the help of the British 
Tories, armed themselves and made clear 
their determination to resist by force 
the application of Home Rule to Ireland, 
Casement busied himself with the nation-
alist response and in November, 1913, 
became a founder-member of the Irish 
Volunteers. 

His political thinking, now basically 
separatist, speculated on how Irish inde-
pendence might be achieved and main-
tained in the course of the European war 
which he foresaw must shortly come. In 
July, 1914. he went to the United States 
primarily to raise ftmds for the training 
and equipping of the Irish Volunteers. 
While there, war broke out in Europe 
and Casement decided to go to Germany 
to pfobe tlffe attitude of the German 
authorities to Irish independence and to 
explore the possibilities of military aid 
for achieving it. 

Prominent in his considerations was 
the idea for the formation of an Irish 
Brigade, recruited from Irishmen in the 
British Forces held as prisoners of war 
by the Germans. This project was to 
prove a failure, as was also the attempt 
to obtain German agreement to equip 
the Irish Volunteers on a scale adequate 
to ensure the success of a military up-
rising in Ireland. The aid finally decided 
upon by the Germans fell far short of 
Casement's estimate of what wa.s needed. 

Early in 1916 he learned that a rising 
was planned to take place the following 
Easter. In an endeavour to dissuade the 
leaders from an action which he clearly 
saw was doomed to failure he went to 
Ireland by submarine. On Good Friday. 
April 21st. 1916. he was landed on the 
Kerry coast and a few hours later was 
arrested by the British authorities. He 
was taken to London and was tried on 
a charge of treason Inevitably, in the 
circumstances of the trial and of the 
public mood in Britain at the time, he 
was found guilty. 

In a speech from the dock he spoke 
the following words in delVnce of his 
actions on his country's behalf: — 

. In Ireland alone, in this twentieth 
century, is loyalty held to be a crime. 
If loyalty be something less than love 
and more than law. then we have had 
enough of suoh loyalty lor Ireland and 
Irishmen Self-governmerrt is our right, 
a thing torn to us at birth, a thins 
no more to be doled out to us or with-
held from us bv another people than 
the right to life Itself the right to 
feel the sun or smell the flowers, or 

love our kind. It is only from the con-
vict these things are withheld, for crime 
committed and proven—and Ireland, 
that has sought no dominion over 
others—Ireland is being treated today 
among the nations of the world as if 
she were a convicted criminal. 

"If it be treason to fight against such 
an unnatural fate as this, then I am 
proud to be a rebel, and shall cling to 
my rebellion with the last drop of my 
blood. If there be no right of rebellion 
against a state of things that no savage 
tribe would endure without resistance, 
then I am sure that it is better for 
men to fight and die without right than 
to live in such a state of right as this. 

"Where all your rights have become 
only an accumulated wrong, where men 
beg with bated breath for leave to 
subsist in their own land, to think their 
own thoughts, to sing their own songs, 
to garner the fruit of their own labours, 
and, even while they beg, to see things 
inexorably withdrawn from them—then 
surely it is a braver, saner and a truer 
thing to be a rebel in act and deed 
against such circumstances as these 
than tamely to accept it as the natural 
left of men. . . ." 

Casement was executed on August 3rd, 
1916. He was buried in Pentonville Jail, 
where his remains still lie despite the 
efforts of successive Irish goverments to 
have them brought back to Ireland—as 
he wished. 

CRAFTMANSHIP 
IN CO. DONEGAL 

^ N association between Gael-Linn, 

the Irish Cultural organisation, 

and^a firm which are pioneers of 

design in the Iri^h furniture industry, 

John Hogg & Co. Ltd., of An Uaimh 

(Navan), Co. Meath, has been an-

nounced in Dublin. The firm has 

won many awards for design and 

more than 25 per cent of their output 

is exported. 

Irish language organisations should 

take an increasingly active interest in 

industry, said Gael-Linn's chairman, Mr. 

Donall O MdrrAin, at a Press conference 

announcing the association. Such parti-

cipation would create positive goodwill for 

the language among workers and manage-

ment and the distributed profits would be 

available to promote direct language 

schemes. 

Mr W. S Elliott, managing director of 
John Hogg & Co. Ltd., said that a 
potential demand existed abroad for the 
products of the Irish furniture industry, 
but it was essential that as well as in-
corporating the basic elements of good 
design which were international, they 
should unmistakably reflect the distinctive 
richness of the Irish personality. 

Since 1962 John Hogg & Co. Ltd. have 
specialised in quality chairs. "Crannac", 
upholstered in tweed hand-woven to the 
firm's specifications In Co. Donegal The 
business is growing rapidly—the turnover 
for the first half of 1964 is 40 per cent 
higher than in the corresponding period 
last year. 

Clients in Ireland for whom "Crannac" 
have completed contracts Include C LE. 
(the Irish Transport Company). Irish 
International Airlines. Irish Television, 
Bangor, Co. Down, hospital and leading 
hotels In Dublin and Cork. In Britain 
they have supplied among others London 
University. Edinburgh University. Vaux-
hall Motors and the Scottish Hospitals 
Authority. 

In an effort to provide employment in 
Irish-speaking Teelin, Co. Donegal, Gael-
Llnn Started a scheme there to train 
young men In w;pod craftsmanship and a 
group are employed bv the organisation 
making light furniture and souvenirs In 
wood 
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WORLD COMMENTARY By PAT DEVINE 

Let's have 
less humbug 
A S even the most unwill ing among 

British politicians are being 

slowly forced to recognise the exist-

ence if not the importance of the 

question of the partition of Ireland, 

the issue of sovereignty which is the 

centre of the whole thing, comes in-

creasingly to the fore. 

Th« Heme Office statement in the 

McBricn case (reported on Page 

Eight of this issue) provides interest-

ing food for thought. 

One of the main purposes of the 

Government of Ireland Act, 1929, is, 

the Home Office now admits, to "pro-

vide which of the functions of gov-

ernment in Northern Ireland shall be 

exercised by the Parliament and 

Government in Northern Ireland, and 

which shall remain with the United 

Kingdom Parliament and Govern-

ment." Britain decides this. 
So first, let it b« noted that this pur-

pose is quite distinct from that of ascer-
taining the wishes of the Irish people 
and conforming to them. The Irish 
people were never consulted on whether 
there was to be a border, nor on where 
it was to be placed. 

Secondly, the Government of Ireland 
Act had an even more fundamental pur-
pose which the Home Office glosses over. 
Before there could be any division <3 the 
functions Qf government, the six-county 
administration had to be created. The 
1918 Act began by partitioning Ireland, 
setting up the puppet administration, 
and then, when that was done, the ques-
tion of how te maintain it ar«6e. 

It is interesting that the Home Office 
admits the ultimate responsibility of 
Britain, eltheagh it does not mention 
Article 75 In which control over "every 
person and thing" in Northern Ireland 
is expressly reserved to the Parliament 
of Westminster. It is only possible te 
describe this device as. a trick by whioh 
the reserved power of the British Parlia-
ment is pushed into the background and 
the administrative-arrangements mads by 
that Parliament are used to justify 
themselves. What is being attempted is 
a complete dissociation of law tram 
politics. 

The British Parliament made a law in 
1920 which included certain administra-
tive arrangements. Those administrative 
arrangements have enabled a Tory clique 
to rule for 44 years, to opprass a rellgioMs 
minority, deprive political opponents of 
representation, and to erect s police state. 
When It is suggested that those admini-
strative arrangements are obviously due 
for change, the Home Office points to 
the same administrative arrangements 
and says that these arrangements pre-
clude other arrangements. Of qourse they 
do; that's why we want them altered. 

The Home Office knows as well as the 
Connolly Association that a new law 
could be passed by the body that passed 
the old one, the British Parliament. The 
Irish demand Is not for administrative 
action, but for legislative action, action 
through Parliament We want the 
bad arrangements altered. We want the 
law altered. To quote us the present law 
does not impress us a bit. 

What Is the conclusion? The Tory 
Party will not alter the law because the 
law suits the Tories. It keeps them in 
office In Northern Ireland, which Is a 
matter of politics. It is essential that 
Irish people should rub It Into the British 
public that the partition of Ireland Is 
a pleas of Tory policy, lust like the "free 
market In lend" and other administrative 
arrangements preserved by convenient 
laws. It Is as possible to repeal the 
Government ol Ireland Act as any ether 
law, and the sooner it Is done the better. 

In the meantime let us have less hum-

Congo - still distressful country 
| M A K E 110 »P<>l°gy for returning once white mercenaries from Southern Africa, policies more and more becoming the 

more to a discussion of the prob- American prestige in Africa sutlers a central rallying ground for all the white 
lems of the Angolese Republic. After severe blow, the whole West is smeared planters, ganging together against the 
all, Ireland and Irishmen can. with justi- as an 'imperialist' conspiracy." ever-growing African national movements, 
fication, say the Congo is not just another In face of growing anti-imperialist which demand sovereign independence. 
African territory to them, it has had a feeling and shock at Tshombe's return 
large place in Irish history. the revolutionary forces initially made 

Roger Casement made the world aware, some real progress and recaptured much 
years ago. of the horrors and tortures territory including Albertville. 
suffered by the Africans under a brutal But. says the United States "Time" 
colonialism. More recently Irish troops, magazine i l l 9 641 to offset this and "To 
as part of a limited nation's force, played soften up the city, 1.326 fighter bombers, 
no small part, and lost a number of men piloted by anti-Castro Cubans supplied by 
in an effort to save the Congo from im- Washington relentlessly blasted stra-
perialist control. tegic targets. Then a force of 1,000 Con-

Conor Cruse O'Brien, the Irishman re- golese army troops launched a two-
presenting the United Nations in the pronged invasion which caught the 
Congo, was virtually dismissed from his rebels by surprise . . . but success wa.s 
post because he exposed Britain's role in hardly the whole story . . . Stanleyville sary associate with the South Afli-
the plot to defeat Lumumba and the pro- was still firmly in revolutionary hands c a n Apartheid Government, and the 
gressive forces in the Congo. . . . all soldiers of the Popular Liberation Government of Portugal, which holds the 

What is really happening in the Congo? Army have been ordered to shoot any People of Angola, and Mozambique, in 
Have all the sacrifices and aid been in plane—military qr civilian — that ap- thrall. 
vain? proaches Stanleyville." Estimating the recent communique 

T S H 0 M B E R E T U R N S NEW HOPE issued jointly by himself and Sir Douglas 
These doubts come to mind with the In view of the present confused state Home after their conference, Mr. Smith 

news that Moise Tshombe. for years the of things in the Congo, and indeed, in says he has got agreement for a repub-
direct stooge of the powerful copper trust, some of the other newly independent lie, if he can get the support of the 
the Union Miniere. and ex-Premier of African states, it would be unwise to Africans for it. 
Katanga, had returned to the Congo to reach any definite conclusions. 

Southern Rhodesia's Premier. Ian 
Smith, elected by a handful of white 
voters, against the wishes of millions of 
disenfranchised Africans, has recently 
concluded a visit to Sir Douglas Home, 
Tory Prime Minister, in London. 

Smith has threatened to break away 
from the Commonwealth and form a 
white Republic without giving the Afri-
can people the right to vote on the ques-
tion. In the last analysis he has sug-
gested that his White Republic, if neces-

be appointed Premier of the Congolese 
Republic. 

Ever since he was deposed and had to 
fly for his life in face of the indignation 
of the Congolese p;eople. Tshombe has 
been commuting all over Europe con-

And, says Mr. Smith, he proposes con-
Nevertheless one can gain some con- vening gatherings of the African tribal 

fidence from the report appearing in the chiefs, to solicit their support for his 
"Irish Times." 16th Sept., 1964, which proposals. If the African Chiefs, who are 
states that the "rebel government of paid by the Government, and who are 
President Gbenye of the People's Re- generally recognised to be mostly Govern-

_ public' declared that his regime in Stan- ment stooges, by majority agree to his 
spiring with the millionaire monopolists, leyville was at war with the United States proposals, he will consider that to be 

Latterly he has been in Mozambique, of America because of U.S. assistance "majority African acquiescence," and at 
the Portuguese fascist colony where his and support to Tshombe." once demand the establishment of an in-
Katanga gendarmerie were in training Mr. Gbenye was Minister of the In- dependent Southern Rhodesia Republic 
after their flight from Katanga. terior in the Congo's first independent BEFORE Christmas. 

We are told that Tshombe was invited government led by the late Patrice' Lu- There can be no doubt about the Bri-
to return to the Congo by President Kasa- mumba in I960. tish Tory Government on the question 
vuba and Premier Adoula who resigned It is also widely reported that ex-Deputy of Southern Rhodesia, 
in his favour. Premier Gizenga also in Lumumba's 1960 They are for the white planters, the 

Alarm and dismay at this outrageous Government has bitterly criticised big copper, gold and plantation monopo-
development, also brought doubt and con- Tshombe, and announced the formation lists against the African people, 
fusion when the late Premier Lumumba's of a new party named the "United Lum- We know that the Belgian Govern-
Deputy Guzenga was released and alleg- umbist Party," named after the murdered ment so largely involved in the great 
edly made a joint triumphal tour with Premier Lumumba. copper combine, the Union Miniere, is 
Tshombe through the capital. What an Agents of the major imperialist powers also prepared to go the limit to defend 
incredible situation! are determined to prevent the formation the profits of the monopolists against the 

American jet planes with white mercen- of an independent sovereign Angolese people, 
aries from South Africa, Southern Rho- government. Now that the super monopolists of Wall 
desia and Angola are backing Tshombe But intervention, including the recruit- Street have taken over the leadership of 

ment of £100 a week white mercenaries profiteering in Africa, the peoples there 
—the new Black & Tans—will fail if are faced with serious problems, 
and when the independence forces unite 
against the common enemy. 

AFRICA IN PERIL 
The serious turn of events in the 

to the limit. 
As John Hatch in the "New Statesman" 

(28/8/64) writes: 
"Now it appears that financial inter-

ests behind the great companies are 
again using him (Tshombe) as a stooge 
and have gained President Johnson's sup- Congo is not, unfortunately, isolated and 
port to keep him In office. And when South Africa, headed by the white supre-
American involvement is mixed up with niacist Dr. Verwoerd, with his apartheid we all stand up in their support. 

There should be no delay in expressing 
solidarity with the African peoples in the 
Congo and elsewhere in their demands 
for independence and national sovereign-
ty. They are fighting hard and will gain 
in strength, winning ultimate victory if 

WHAT'S YOUR "BIRMINGHAM STORY? 

bug. 

T H A T the subject af safety in 

* industry deserves much more 

attention than it is getting, is 

Mgtirghted by the death of Patrick 

Nqulihan, 28-year-olcf crane-driver at 

the T.Y. Centre site in Yfest London, 
That the shop-stewards on the job 

organised a collection of £29 to be sent 
home to his mother in Ireland is a fine 
gesture of support. But it won't bring 
the dead man back. Nor will it be suffi-
cient to save others. 

Only the introduction of the most 
rigorous safety rules in the building in-
dustry will prevent similar accidents And 
the heart of saiety is frequent compul-
sory inspection. 

* * * 
1/H VERY Connolly Association Executive 

member must have his "Birmingham 
story." Mostly they have to do with the 
rudeness and appalling service m the res-
taurants of that city. 

But this is surely the best for a time. 
Five of us went Into a restaurant in 

Broad Street. Stone-cold soup was served. 
One of us told the waitress the soup was 
cold. "Indeed?" she replied. "I couldn't 
care less." 

* * * 
VOTI'INGHAM had its lighter side 
-r* when Joe Whelan and some of the 
boys had been selling "Irish Democrats" 
near the Salutation Inn. 

A man came up asking, "Where is the 

Sanitation?" 
"The sanitation?" asked Joe. 
"Yes, it's a public house." 

"Jay," said Joe, "it's a public conveni-

ence you want!" 

rid "of the I.R.A." by the only way It 
. ^ i i r t ^ t i r M i n u o w h , » o t rid of-tp end the partition 

LONDON DIARY <* treleod. For then there'd be nothing 
to "I.R.A." aboutl 

BY 
KILIESHANDRA 

T Sun" was not three days old before 
it had a go at the Irish. It professed to 
reveal the dark plots of "the I.R.A." to 
come over to England alter the election 
("whoever wins" emphasised Sidney Wil-
liams) and let off bombs in the major 
cities of Britain. 

Apparently the reaction of the Brit ish 
Government has been to saleguard 
bridges, public buildings and Cabinet 
Ministers. 

It would be a pity if "the I.R.A." mis-
took a Cabinet Minister for a public 
building, desiwte then common air of im-
mobility. 

And this vigorous Government reaction 
is a fax cry from that ol their Tory pre-
decessors, Edward Carson and his friends. 
These promised that "Cabinet Ministers 
would swing from lamp-posts '' Even "the 
I.R.A." never suggested that. 

I do not know if "The Sun" tekee this 
sort of story seriously. It teems Sunday 
newspaper stuff to me. But It Is ourlous 
that one simpler safeguard for the various 
threatened articles of furniture never 
occurs to these columnists, namely to get 

r r H E British Government, however, also 
-V lias its plans for getting the British 
people blown up. 

Reports are current that the GermaBS 
are to be allowed the use of the Hebrides 
as a rocket range. 

Already, es part of the deliberate policy 
•f extinguishing every tr«ce of pre-
Engllsh oultwe In these Islands, teqtlng-
grouods have been sited in the islands 
of Uiet. The Catholic priests protested, 
but the contemptible merchant class 
lapped up (he money. 

Britain once before gave her rival. Ger-
many. bombs to drop on her supposed 
enemy. Russia. She was quite pained 
when Germany had a go at Britain first. 
Will history repeat itself? 

If it was left to the unaided efforts 
of the Tory Party It would be hard to 
guarantee otherwise. 

UEAN REDMOND tells me the Connolly 
k Association is £3fl in the red over 
his "pre-election tour" of the North and 
Midlands. 

Considering the powerful werv that wee 
done, It woutd be • pity If the Assocl»tien 
stayed In the red. 

I understand a number of collecting 
cants were sent ont, and not all have 
come In. So "here's hoping"" as tfio 
woman said as she put the strychnine 
in his tea. 



WHAT WE ASKED THEM 
I N the September issue of the "Irish 

Democrat," we published the Con-

nolly Association's memorandum, 

"What the Irish in Britain want." 

We explained that it had been 

sent to the six opposition parties with 

a request for a statement of their 

position on the points it contained. 

We undertook to publish their 

statements without comment. 

The six parties to which it was 

sent were: (1) The Labour Party; 

(2) the Liberal Party; (3) the Co-

operative Party ; (4) the Communist 

Par ty ; (5) the Welsh Nationalist 

Party and (6) the Scottish National 

Party. 

By the time the "Irish Democrat" 

we<nt to press four parties had re-

plied, but only three had stated their 

position. We therefore publish what 

we received from the parties con-

cerned, and in accordance with the 

terms of our offer, we do so without 

comment. 

We also republish our memorandum 

for reference purposes. 

FOR THE IRISH IN BRITAIN 

1—The repeal of the provisions of the 
Commonwealth Immigrants Act under 
which Irish men and women are de-
ported for trivial offences. 

2—The outlawing of racial and religious 
discrimination, for example, by means 
of Mr. Fenner Brockway's Bill. 

3—A more serious attitude to the social 
problems of immigrant and especially 
migratory workers, with the object of 

ensuring that their contribution to the 
British national economy is recog-
nised by ensuring them standards of 
housing and amenity in conformity 
with those of other workers. Such an 
attitude would express itself in efforts 
to establish and enforce standards in 
the letting of lodgings, and the prohi-
bition of excessive overtime and inade-
quate canteen and hostel facilities on 
temporary jobs. 

WHAT THEY REPLIED 
LABOUR PARTY 
DEAR MR. COUGHLAN, 

In the absence of Mr. A. L. Williams. I 
write to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of August 20th with enclosures. This will 
be placed before Mr. Williams on his re-
turn to the office. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. H. WILL IAMS, 
Administrative Officer. 

WHAT THE IRISH IN COMMUNIST PARTY 
BRITAIN WANT 

F O R I R E L A N D 
1—That all British political parties should 

treat tlw Irish question seriously as 
one requiring settlement in our time. 

2—That the principle won which they 
should work is the speediest possible 
attainment of a united independent 
Irish Republic living on terms of 
equality and amity with Britain. 

3—That this object should be raoognlsed 
as invetving the withdrawal of British 
armed foroes from Ireland. 

4—That pending a position when the 
above beoomes a practicality, the next 
G«vsnm«*tt should make a clear 
statsftwot In response to the query of 
Mr. Umass that Britain has na In-
terest in maintaining partition any 
longer and took* with favour en all 
efforts mad* by Irishmen to undo it. 

F O R T H E S I X C O U N T I E S 
1—An ant to the naueeating humbug 

maintained by British Home Secre-
tsriee in the past few years that 
Britain Is not responsible for the 
situation In the six oounties which the 
severed from the rest of Ireland In 

I 

LABOUR PARTY 
Labour Party did net reply to 

the Connelly AaaecUtten'a mrmor-
>n -What the Irish la Britain 

WadL* Bat their rrem f MMWM Offi-
cer, Mr. J. S. Beewcil, «ent a copy of 

bust. Northern frrlaag la treated ai a 
regfwai aatherity under the Weetarin-

ln the m m paragraph 

It to «Ute4 tfcat the UUwar " " ty 
National Eaeeatfee has g i t w n t the 
Northern Irotaad Laboar rartjr riato-

te the Mew Motor" 
laa ft Tea it general approval. We 

hare M M Is - - - -a espy of the 
N.IXT. iwrneat . 

A paragraph M r.lt of the auurt-
fr*io «ayi: "A Lahear Gmrnacnt will 
leghlate satinet racial dbertainatlea 
snd Incitement In public places and 
rive upcctsl help to local authorities 
in arcaa where immlrrsnU hare 
nettled." 

Mr. John 
Gollan 

X—An independent commltsion of enquiry 
inte the operation at the Bovernment 
of IrHWNt Act (1MS) with ths object 
of asosrtalning what substance there 
Is H» (he N f i i l M ohdrgSs by opposl* 
tlon parties In that territory that there 
isnbglous and peHtisai discrimination 
in matters oi jobs and housing, an 

system which makes a 
of dsmooraoy, and special 

wars which run oontrary to 
ne lass than t l out sf the M provi-

Universal Declaration of 
the ebfset of < the 

I to sagaeet what new 

to 
extension to Northern 

ef all democratic reforms 
_ I by the Westminster Parliament, 
so thst ohrtl itosrliss In that territory 

be of a parity with those in 
An example Is Mr. Fanner 

Private Member's BIH to 
M0Mr racial and religious discrimina-
tion. 

D E A R S I R , 
We have studied the memorandum sent 

to us by the Connolly Asociation in con-
nection with the coming General Election, 
and wish to state that the Communist 
Party of Great Britain supports unre-
servedly the just demands of the Irish 
people as set out in your document, WHAT 
THE IRISH IN BRITAIN WANT. 

Throughout the forty-four 
years of its existence, the 
Communist Party has cham-
pioned the rights of the Irish 
people. We alone of all polity 
cal parties in Britain opposed 
the partition of Ireland in 1921 
and have supported ever since 
the efforts of the people of 
Ireland to reunite their country. 

At our last Congress, Easter 1963, our 
main political resolution contained this 
demand:— 

"The enforced partition of Ireland 
must be ended and full personal free-
dom and democratic rights immediately 
restored in Northern Ireland." 
We have consistently protested against 

the repressive actions taken against the 
people in the Six Counties, exposing the 
prime responsibility of British imperialism 
and successive Governments for this 
situation. 

At our 26th Congress, in March, 1959, 
we adopted a special resolution on civil 
liberties in Northern Ireland, protesting 
against the ill-treatment of prisoners and 
detainees, and calling for "an immediate 
and thorough Parliamentary investigation 
into the powers and activities of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary and other special 
police forces in north-eastern Ireland " 

At our 27th Congress. Easter 1961, we 
again adopted a special resolution, calling 
for the release of the prisoners, the re-
peal of the Special Powers Act, and the 
withdrawal of British troops. 

Our members have participated actively 
in all the campaigns in Britain for the re-
lease of the prisoners in Northern Ireland, 
and we rejoiced with you when these 
efforts were eventually crowned with 
success. 

We fully support the demands of your 
Association for more attention to the prob-
lems of Irish immigrant and migratory 
workers in Britain, and. in our policy docu-
ment, End Racialism in Britain, issued in 
May 1964, we have called for the complete 
repeal of the Commonwealth Immigrants' 
Act, and expressed our full support to Mr. 
Fenner Brockway's Bill against racial and 
religious discrimination. 

We can assure you that we, as a Party, 
and each of our 36 Parliamentary candi-
dates will continue to support the Irish 
people in their struggle to win their just 
demands. 

Yours sincerely, 

J O H N G O L L A N , 
General Secretary-

SCOTTISH PARTY 
The Scottish Nation^ Party did not 

acknowledge the first communication from 
the Connolly Association but answered a 
reminder saying that it had not had time 
to deal with the memorandum. The 
Co-operative Party did not acknowledge 
the Association's communication at all. 

Mr. Jo 
Grimond 

to the 

LIBERAL PARTY 
TTHE Liberal Party can fairly claim to 

take the Irish question seriously. This 
is borne out by the fact that of all the 
major party leaders, Mr. Grimond was the 
only one to receive a deputation from the 
Irish Nationalists earlier this year. 

Liberals are anxious that 
the Irish people shall live to-
gether in amity, and with the 
vexed problem of a divided 
country playing an ever de-
creasing part in their lives. 
The solution to partition can-
not, however, be found over-
night. There are differences 
of religion, and the Northern 
Irish are extremely loyal 
British Crown. Nevertheless, we believe 
that by a growing collaboration on 
matters of trade, industry and tourism, 
the Irish people will move toward the 
principle of a freer association between 
North and South and with Great Britain 
as a whole. Had we entered the Common 
Market when the Liberal Party urged the 
Government to do so, this collaboration 
would have been accelerated. 

In response to Mr. Lemass's statement, 
Mr. Grimond has said that he personally 
would be delighted to see partition go, 
but the processes of co-operation woufcf 
take time, and decisions cold not be forced^ 
upon people who were entitled to decide 
for themselves how they should be 
governed. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

We have constantly said that it is im-
possible for a Minister, primarily con-
cerned with Home affairs, to give close 
attention to the needs of countries like 
Wales and Northern Ireland. We should 
like to see the appointment of a Minister 
charged solely with the problems of 
Northern Ireland. 

Liberals have already endeavoured to 
set up a Commission to inquire into alle-
gations of discrimination in Ulster. Miss 
Sheelagh Murnaghan, Northern Ireland's 
only Liberal M.P. introduced last June 
the Human Rights Bill, which would have 
provided machinery whereby complaints 
could be impartially investigated by a 
Commission appointed in collaboration 
with the trade unions and the main 
religious denominations. Support from 
Independent, Labour and Nationalist 
M.P.8 failed to give the Bill a majority, 
and it was narrowly defeated by 23 votes 
to 17. 

Had the Bill been passed it would have 
been an important step towards the end. 
of discrimination. Reform from inside 
Northern Ireland would be far more satis-
factory than any attempted imposition of 
laws from Westminster, even supposing 
this was possible. The way to achieve an 
end to alleged discrimination lies in the 
return of a strong, fighting Liberal Party 
to the Parliament of Northern Ireland 

IRISH IN BRITAIN 

The Liberal Parliamentary Party 
opposed the Commonwealth Immigrants' 
Act. We would ensure that recommenda-
tion for the deportation of Immigrants 
convicted of serious offences were treated 
within the spirit of the Act, and not mis-
used by magistrates. 

The Liberal Parliamentary Party has 
supported Mr. Fenner Brockway in his re~ 
peated attempts to introduce legislation 
dealing with racial and religious dis-
crimination The Liberal Party would pro-
mote racial tolerance through education, 
and remove one of the main causes of ani-
mosity towards Immigrants by introducing 
a crash programme of house building and 
slum clearance. 

I 
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WHAT 1 
LL the evidence is that the I ish in Britain are doing more 

about this election than any 

they plunged enthusiastically into 

ment with a real majority, and t e belief that Labour intended 

ending partition brought tens of 

The Ireland Act of 1949 drove the Irish 
into a position of isolation. In the next 
four elections the general feeling was to 
boycott the polling booths. 

But now the first feelings of disgust 
have gone, and it is being increasingly 
realised that to say "I won't play any 
more" even when your partner cheats, is 
not the way to finish the game. 

Connolly Association General Secretary 
Sean Redmond and Desmond Greaves 
(Editor of the "Irish Democrat") have just 
returned from a three-weeks speaking 
tour, with the object of bringing the Irish 
question as forcefully as possible into the 
election campaign. Here is what they did, 
and here is what they found. 

* * * 

L I V E R P O O L 
Irish organisation is at a low ebb. The 

Connolly Association meets somewhat 
irregularly. Clann na hEireann preserves 
a tenuous existence thanks to the self-
sacrificing work of Mai Nolan. Loose 
groups of Irish nationalists surround the 
'98 shop now located in Fox Street. Among 
these we met Dr. O'Brien whose positive 
influence is widely praised. The Gaelic 
Athletic Association is strongly organised, 
and its secretary Mr. Walsh is presently 
working on the establishment of the new 
Irish Centre to be opened in October in 
Mount Pleasant. There is thus no single 
political voice of the Irish. But there is 
general agreement that the demands in 
the Connolly Association's document 
"What the Irish in Britain Want" are the 
ones to be pushed for. Arrangements have 
been made for raising the question in a 
number of constituencies, including Mr. 
Wilson's of Huyton. This constituency in-
cludes Kirkby, the place from which there 
are more "missing persons" than any-
where in England. Why? Because it is 
a vast new estate without even rudimen-
tary social life. 

* * * 
W A R R I N G T O N 

Irish life centres round the Irish Club. 
Among its leading members is United Ire-

iousands to the polls. 

PLAID CYMRU 

rpLAID CYMRU—the Welsh Nationalist 
Party—gives 100 per cent support to 

the aims of the Connolly Association as 
expressed In the memorandum "What the 
Irish in Britain Want." 

It is a matter of shame and regret to 
us as Welsh people to recall that one of 
the main Instigators of recent English 
policy towards Ireland was a Welshman, 
David Lloyd George. When our Party was 
formed, he scorned us and prophesied that 
we arose overnight and would die over-
night. But we are going from Strength to 
strength whilst Lloyd George's party, the 
Liberals, are collapsing from calamity to 
calamity—and are now so weak that they 
cannot even contest Lloyd George's old 
constituency in Caernarfon. 

Lloyd George was one of a long line of 
Welshmen who have found glory for them-
selves in serving England and forgetting 
the needs of their own nation. We al-e 
glad to say that the number of such 
Welshmen is dwindling, and a new genera-
tion is arising that is determined to 
shoulder responsibility for their own 
country—realising that if we, the people 
of Wales neglect to tackle our problems for 
ourselves, we cannot reasonably expect 
anyone else to do It for us. 

This does not mean that we are uncon-
cerned about the problems of others. 
Indeed, we feel that It is only those respon-
sible enough to put their own affairs in 
order that can offer any practical help to 
other people. We draw considerable in-
spiration from the example Ireland has 
offered us—both In what those counties 
which are free have been able to do for 
themselves and by the extent of their par-
ticipation in world affairs. It is our 
earnest wish that the whole of Ireland 
should be free and united, because we feel 
that Ireland's contribution to her own 
well-being and the world would be greatly 
enhanced. 

And It is our Intention in Wales to join 
you as Roon as possible. 

E M R Y S R O B E R T S , 
Secretary. 

HE IR ISH IN BRITAIN ARE DOING 
iher since 1945. That year 

}ie fight for a Labour Govern-

land Association member J. McKillin. who 
together with other members of the Irish 
community met Sean Redmond in an in-
formal meeting- at the Pelican Hotel. 
Questions to the candidates were drafted. 

IRLAM 

1'his small outer suburb of Manchester 
saw the curious phenomenon of a meeting 
called by the Connolly Association, which 
was attended by members of three British 
political Parties, all of whoin at the sug-
gestion of the Tory agreed on an approach 
to candidates, and made plans for attend-
ing meetings to ask questions. After the 
meeting Desmond Greaves and Tom Red-
mond repaired with Pat O'Hare to the 
Catholic Club, some of whose members had 
attended the meeting. This is an excep-
tionally fine establishment, and it is a 
matter of interest that a large number of 
its members are non-Catholics anxious to 
avail of the comfortable premises. 

* 

MANCHESTER 

This is the city where Joe Deighan built 
up the Connolly Association to formidable 
proportions. The Association is here 
always in a position to raise the Irish 
question unaided, and indeed every Labour 
candidate in the area has been quizzed 
already, the results being published in the 
"Irish Democrat" last month. 

Though the Connolly Association here 
overshadows all other organisations, the 
other currents of Irish life flow strongly 
enough. The work of the G.A.A. is kept 
going steadily. Clann na hEireann has 
some support, and the "United Irishmen" 
is distributed by Mr. MacAleer and his 
colleagues. The Gaelic League continues 
its work, though the impression is" that 
it has somewhat fallen off of late years. 
No mention of the Irish in Manchester 
would be complete without reference to 
Kathleen O'Reilly's school of dancing and 
the many great pipe bands which exist. 
The Manchester Martyr's Committee 
keeps alive the memory of the men who 
smashed the van, and the Connolly As-
sociation holds a commemoration each 
September with a view to alerting the pub-
lic to support the old-established ceremony 
in November. The United Ireland Associa-
tion retains the support of some of the 
older men who fought in the war of inde-
pendence. At their centre is the sharp 
brain of Mr. Alfred Havekin, whose ability 
to put the Irish case in clear concise terms 
is recognised throughout Britain. Mr. 
Havekin showed us the literature his 
organisation has issued with the object of 
getting Irishmen to quizz candidates. 

Here in Manchester are the most ad-
vanced and politically intelligent workers 
of Britain, the direct descendants of the 
chartists, who .have kept alive the chartist 
tradition. The C.A. delegates were invited 
by the Manchester District Committee of 
the A.E.U. to Apeak to the workers of fac-
tories on the docks. Two branches of the 
Communist Party responded to the Asso-
ciation's public offer to speak to any 
organisation willing to listen. In Man-
chester all sections of the working class 
movement are sympathetic and well-in-
formed. 

It is therefore a straight challenge to 
the Irish community in Manchester to 
compose remaining differences and find a 
way to speak With one voice in a city 
where so much is in its favour. This 
should be possible because the Manchester 
Irish, though divided are not embittered. 

H U D D E f t S F I E L D 

This interesting town nestling amid the 
Pennine mountains Is a traditional recep-
tlon-ground for GSeltacht immigrants. 
Re-housing has dispersed the old centres, 
and with no Connolly Association branch 
the Irish Community remains divided in 
allegiance between Clann na hEireann 
and the United Ireland Association. Both 
labour and Liberal Members of Parlia-
ment are sympathetic. But Yorkshire has 
never produced the broad democratic 
movements characteristic of Lancashire, 
and sympathy does not extend far 
among the mass of the ordinary people. 

ABOUT THE ELECTION 
The United Ireland Association told us 
that plans had been made to see that the 
Irish question was raised in the election. 

It is strange that where the British 
support is at its weakest the United Ire-
land Association should be at its strongest, 
its main strength appears to be in York-
shire where it has a number of capable 
professional men. It is on these that the 
Irish will depend to see that Yorkshire 

candidates are told about partition. 
* * * 

DERBY 

Although the "Democrat" is sold in 
Derby by the indefatigable Pat MacLaugh-
lin, the Labour movement is not strongly 
alive to the Irish question. The Liberal 
Party on the other hand is very interested, 
and called a meeting attended by four 
local candidates at the home of Mrs. 
Wigley. The candidates were Mrs. Peggy 
Edwards (Ilkeston), Mr. G. S. Stephenson 
(Loughborough), Mr. Norman Heathcote 
(Belper) and Mr. Max Payne (Notting-
ham, Carlton). Of these firm support for 
the policy of the Association was given by 
Mrs. Peggy Edwards, while Messrs. Heath-
cote and Stephenson supported the propo-
sal for an enquiry into discrimination. Mr. 

Payne was non-committal. 

* * * 

HUCKNALL 

In this small mining town the Irish 
community is closely knit, and measures 
for making enquiries from candidates were 
soon concerted. The only Irish political 
organisation is the Connolly Association. 

* * * 

NOTTINGHAM 

In this city, one of the few remaining 
places in modern Britain which is still 
"livesble-in," there is a numerous Irish 
community, and a progressive working 
class population with a tradition like that 
of Manchester. 

While no English organisations invited 
the C.A. delegates as speakers, about fifty 
English people joined the two hundred 
Irish who attended the open-air meeting 
in the City Square on September 6th and 
supported the resolution in favour of the 
enquiry into discrimination and a reply to 
Mr. Lemass's enquiry. 

In Nottingham there does not seem to 
be the disunity among Irish people which 
makes work difficult elsewhere. There is 
a new Irish Social Centre opposite the 
Cathedral which attracts 300 out of the 
3,000 Irish residents in Nottingham. There 
are also Irish evenings organised on the 
Mansfield Road by Mr. John Byrne The 
Irish in Nottingham should preserve their 

unity by all possible means. 
# * * 

LEICESTER 

While Irish social functions are develop-
ing in this city, the backwardness of its 
Labour movement, compared with that of 
Nottingham, has probably prevented the 
Irish from thinking of winning their 
national demands by political means. On 

this front Leicester is deadest of the dead. 
• * * 

C O R B Y 

This ls a "new town," with an elaborate 
shopping centre available for the benefit 
of the big monopolies. Every shop is a 
chain store, and the small man does not 
exist because he was not catered for by 
the planners when the place was built. 

The centre of Corby's Industrial life is 
the steel works. Shift-work and a tradi-
tion of political inactivity render these 
workers a political nullity at present. But 
the new trades have attracted many 
vigorous young Scots, and the Scottish 
accent is heard more often than the 
English. Militant traditions as well as 
the habit of neighbourliness have been 
brought from the north, and in Corby 
people know each other and help each 
other. Corby ls thus socially quite unlike 
the wildernesses of the south. 

Centre of social life is the Labour Club, 
where Irish and English dances are 
organised by Mr. Sullivan. At the meet-
ing which adopted Mr. De Freitas a-s 
candidate for the Kettering Division, Mr. 
Sullivan, representing a trade union, asked 
for assurances of Mr. De Preltas's position 
on the Irish question. He agreed to meet 

a deputation. Mr. Sullivan put his posi-
tion clearly. "I myself.'' he said, "because 
of my principles, will vote Labour anyway. 
But. unless I have a firm promise of action 
from Mr. De Freitas, I cannot find it in 
my conscience to ask my countrymen to 
vote Labour on Irish National grounds." 
Another well-known figure in the Irish 
Community of Corby is Mr. Convery. Irish-
born secretary of the Young Socialists who 
distributes the "Irish Democrat." 

* * 

NORTHAMPTON 

We met "Irish Democrat" distributor 
Tom Mulcahy, a Waterford man. on the 
City Square. Northampton is another of 
those cities with "something to it," and 
there must be something to Tom Mulcahy 
too. For while we were talking to him, 
men were approaching him with their per-
sonal troubles and problems. Tom is 
chairman of a Ward Labour Party and 
recently went up for the City Council in 
the Labour interest. It was with great 
regret we missed Gaelic writer Donald 
Macaulay who yas away on holiday. 

A group of Irish people who attend the 
local dances are getting busy raising the 
Irish question with the local candidates. 
As in Corby and Nottingham, the Irish in 
Northampton are free from the curse of 
disunity. Let them keep it that way. 

OXFORD 

For many years the "Irish Democrat" 
has been distributed in factories con-
nected with the motor industry. But the 
first Irish meeting for twenty years was 
held at the "Cape of Good Hope," on Sep-
tember 10th, thanks to the initiative of 
Tipperaryman Jack Lalor. A number of 
Irish residents attended, supported by 
their English colleagues from the factories. 

From comments in the audience it was 
clear that the sense of the Oxford Irish 
is that of those in Corby. A Limerick 
man said. "I have not voted since 1949. 
I am a worker and I cannot vote Tory. 
But I will not vote Labour after the 
Ireland Act which made the partition of 
my country permanent. But now, if the 
Labour candidate in this election gives 
any pledge to move in the direction of 
correcting that error, then I will vote this 
time. Otherwise not." 

BIRMINGHAM 

The fifty thousand Irish in Birming-
ham should really be ashamed of them-
selves. Nowhere is the Irish community 
so weak and ineffectual. Past history and 
a bad tradition may be excuses. But the 
centre of the thing is lack of leadership. 

Not that nobody has tried. There is a 
small group of Connolly Association mem-
bers. Mr. Coffey still keeps together a 
group of Clann na hEireann. And there 
can be nothing but respect for Frank 
Short who has kept the United Ireland 
Association flag flying for years unaided. 
But as he says himself. "Some people are 
very timid of political action." 

The seemingly endless prosperity of 
Birmingham may have induced a soften-
ing of fibre in English and Irish alike. The 
Connolly Association meetings in the Bull 
Ring were the first held by any organisa-

tion this year. Organisations hold social 
events and drinking parties, but public 
meetings no more. They are too much 
like hard work. The only hard work that 
is not frowned on is that which makes 
money. Such is poor philosophy. It 
is the philosophy responsible for the fact 
that Birmingham children are nine 
months behind the national average in 
learning to read. The materialism and 
lack of cultural amenities means that 
teachers will not stay. 

Not surprisingly the most vigorous Irish 
organisation is a social one. the Tyrone-
men's Association led by the uncle of 
Nationalist M.P. Austen Curry, Mr. Jim 
O'Donnell. There are other county organ-
isations. but on the whole the movement 
has not taken on. There is a tradition 
oi disunity in Birmingham and it survives. 

Nevertheless a thousand copies of the 
"Irish Democrat" were sold over two week-
ends. The Irish clutched it avidly. So 
when there appear on the scenes two or 
three leaders who are willing to work, 
then the Birmingham Irish (many of 
whom belong to the uncorrupted under-
privileged sections of the workers) may 
yet play the part that their numbers en-
title them to. 

* 

READING 

The last call was this pleasant clean 
city by the Thames. Frank Small arrived 
there like a whirlwind a few months ago, 
and has kept up a campaign both inten-
sive and sustained. He booked the Trades 
Hall and with the support of the Move-
ment for Colonial Freedom brought to-
gether a small but representative gather-
ing of Irish residents and English Trade 
Unionists.. A resolution was passed call-
ing on candidates to state their views on 
the Irish question. 

Here it was emphasised that the Irish 
community lacks a centre. There used to 
be a Catholic club a few years ago, but 
it was closed. The boys have just no-
where to go. The Connolly Association 
proposes to get in touch with the Church 
authorities to see if the Catholic Club can 
be re-opened. In the meantime perhaps 
the Labour and trade union movement can 
bring the situation to the notice of the 
council? 

irpHE above centres were all that could 
be visited in the time. The election 

campaign is now on, and little visiting 
will now be possible. The response shows 
that on policy towards this election the 
entire Irish community of Britain, one 
million strong, is of a single mind. 
Opposed to the Tory Party, and anxious 
that it should be defeated, it refuses to 
give unconditional support to the candi-
dates of any party. "Out with the Tories 
—but in with the friends of Ireland" is 
their general opinion. 

Readers of the "Irish Democrat" are 
urged to attend all political meetings, even 
of candidates who have given pledges, re-
questing them politely to repeat those 
pledges in public. And as for those who 
really have done something for Ireland, 
they should be helped into the House of 
Commons by every legitimate means. 

MAKE SURE OF NEXT YEAR'S VOTE 
L I OUSEHOLDERS have just received a form on which 

they are requested to fill in the names of ail residents 

in their premises who are entitled to a vote. It has come 

to light that in many cases Irish people have not been in-

cluded on these forms and have lost their votes. All Irish 

people, whether householders or lodgers, are entitled to vote 

in all British elections. They should avail themselves of 

that. Ask your landlord or landlady to be sure and include 

your name. For if you move you can vote by post provided 

your name is on the register. 

I 
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OLD IRELAND FREE ONCE MORE 
I ^AST wight » bad a happy dream, though resttess where I be : 

I thought again brave Irishmen had set old Ireland free, 

And how excited I became when I heard the cannon's roar— 

0 gradh mo chroidhe, I long to see Old Ireland free once more. 

It's true we had brave Irishmen as everyone must own, 

CNeUl , O'Donnell, Sarsfield true, Lord Edward and Wolfe Tone, 

And also Robert Emmet who till death did net give o'er— 

0 gradh mo chroidhe, I long to see Old Ireland free once more. 

Now we cant forget the former years, they're kept in memory still 

Of the Wexford men of '98 who fought on Vinegar Hill, 

W i th Father Murphy by their side and the green flag waving o'er— 

O gradh mo chroidhe, I long to see Old Ireland free once more. 

Atten, O'Brien and Larkin (tied, their country to set free, 

And someday yet brave Irishmen witl make the Saxon flee ; 

Beth doy and night theytl always fight, until death they'll ne'er give o'er 

0 gradh mo cfrroidhe, 1 long to see 0Td Ireland free once more. 

PAT O'DONNELL 
(Sung to tta «lr of the "Boston Burglar." this street »aHad commemorates Me 

man who kilted Carey, the Informer who betrayed the "Invineibies" responsible 
for the Phoenix Park assassinations in m i ) . 

MY name is Pat O'Donnell and I come from Donegal, 
I am, your know, a venomous foe to traitors on* and all. 

For the shooting of dame* Cary I was tried in London town, 
And now upon the gallows high my life I must lay down. 

1 sailed en board Hie skip Melrose in August, eighty-three, 
Before I landed in Capetown it earns well known to me; 
Wh$n t saw he was James Carey we had angry words and blows, 
The villain, he tried to take nly life on board the ship Melrose. 

I stood up to defend myself and f«ht before I'd die, 
A poeket pistol I draw forth and at htm I let fly ; 
1 gave MM the second revolver, boys, which pierced him through the heart 
And 1 let him have the third one, boys, before we did depart 

Carey's wife and ten came to to the cabin where he lay. 
And saw him lying in ad his core, which filled her with dismay. 
"O'Donnell, you shot my husband," Mrs. Carey new did cry, 
"Oh, yee! I tfd, m self-defence, madam," then said I. 

The captain had me handcuffed and In irons firmly bound; 
Ho handed mo over as a Fenian when we landed hi Capetown, 
t was then brought back to London until my trial came on, 
And the prosecution witnesses were Carey's wife and son. 

T« aM the evidence they swore, I said it was a lie, 
But the Jury found ma guilty, and the Judge made his reply : 
"You'll never more see Erin's shore, Q'Donnelf, you must die 
On the twenty-first of December, upon the gallows high." 

I wish 1 wa* a free man* and could live another year, 
iHos® '"to"™*® 11* before my eyes with fear; 

St. Patrick banished the serpents from our blessed and holy ground— 
•Nf make ttHKrt Ws before my eyes like a hare before the bound. 

• health unto old Donegal, the place where I was bom, 
thy United Btates, for them 1 hold ne scorn; 

SKIBBEREEN 
Q H , father dear I often hear you speak of Erin 's isle, 
v Her lofty scenes and valleys green, her mountains rude and wild, 
They say it is a lovely land wherein a prince might dwell, 
Oh why did you abandon it ? The reason to me tell! 

Oh son, I loved my native land with energy and pride 
Till a blight came over all the land my sheep, my cattle died ; 
M y rent and taxes were to pay, I could not them redeem, 
A n d that's the cruel reason why 1 left old Skibbereen. 

Oh, well do I remember that bleak December day 
The landlord and the sherriff came to dr ive us ail away ; 
They set my roof on fire with their demon yellow spleen 
A n d that's another reason why I left old Skibbereen. 

You r mother too, God rest her soul, fell on the snowy ground, 
She fainted in her anguish, seeing the desolation round. 
She never rose, but passed away from life to mortal dream, 
A n d found a quiet grave, my boy, in dear old Skibbereen. 

And you were only two years old, and feeble was your frame, 

I could not leave you with my friends—you bore your father's name— 

I wrapped you in my eota mor at dead of night unseen, 

Then heaved a sigh and bade goodbye to dear old Skibbereen. 

Oh well do I remember the year of '48, 

When I rose with oomrades brave and true to battle against W e ; 
I was hunted through the hills by slaves who served a foreign queen, 
And that's another reason why I left old Skibbereen. 

Oh father dear, the day wHI come when vengeance loud wiil call, 

When Irish men with feelings stern will rally one and all. 

I l l be the man to lead the van beneath the flag of green, 

And loud and high we'll raise the cry—Revenge for Skibbereen! 

THE UPTON AMBUSH 
J u l AN Y homes are filled with sorrow and with sadness, 

Many hearts are filled with anguish and with pain; 

For old Ireland now she hangs her head jn mourning, 

For the men who fell at Upton for Siinn Fein. 

C H O R U S : 

Let the moon shine tonight along the valley, 

Where those men who fought for freedom now are lain. 

May they rest in peace those men who died for Ireland, 

And who fell at Upton Ambush for Sinn Fein. 

Some were thinking of their mothers, wives and sweethearts, 

More were thinking of their dear old Irish homes. 

Did they think of how they drilled along the valley, 

Or when they marched out from Cork City to their doom. 

The warning cry rang out : "Fix bayonets,". 

And the gallant lads they fixed them for the fray; 

Gallantly they fought and died for Ireland, 

Around the lonely woods at Upton far away. 

Virgin Mary en my bendM knees I ctll 
pray for poor O'lnmnetJ from the town of Donegal. 

1 ail, on yaw I oetlt, this ie my dying day— 
I etna*honest irishmen, kind Christians for me pray; 
My grave is reedy open, and I'm ready for to dta, 
May the Lord have mercy on my soul while in my m v e I lie. 

ELECTION ISSUE 
"THIS issue of the "Irish Democrat" 
-1- has been produced under some diffi-
culties. First, the great pressure of elec-
tion material has compelled us to hold 
over many usual features till next month, 
and the Irish news has. been cut. 

Bui unnecessary difficulties haw been 
caused by a number of contributors who, 
despite the urgency of getting this iwoe 
out en time, have not observed the rule 
of remitting their ropy by tli* fifteenth 
of the mouth. 

Sometimes, according to the dating of 
the month, copy can be squeezed In a day 
or two aftecwdrds, but NfSVKR witeti it 
arrives later than mid-day on a Thursday. 
This Is beeaw* ©or printer does not weth 
on Saturdays and prints »be "Democrat" 
on a Monday. 

Contributors would help the Editor 
enormously if they wtmW observe the 
official "last copy" date and send in their 
material on time. 

CONNOLLY S OLD 
FRIEND DIES 

/~JNE of the great characters of our day 
has passed away in Elzabeth Gurley 

Flynn, the "rebel girl" who used to speak 
on 4 * m Certeoitji ustterms m the 
United States during tit* early-years of 
the century. 

Beginning as a follower of Debs, she tas-
* member of the I.W.W. (or 

WeMMies as they were called) and became 
one or tfielr most formidable organisers. 

She met Llam Msltows on a number of 
oeaaatoaa, end worked for MM release of 
Jim Larkin, and later Tom Moqney, Sacco 
end vtaaetti. 

J a i M wider the McCarthy recession 
the wrerte her autobiography " i speak my 
own piece" wtWte Hi prison. She Jollied 
Uie AmerloM Communist Party in m i 
and at her death was its national preel-
dent. Her fattier was a Calwwy Fenian. 

TIPPERARY SO FAR AWAY 
THE sun had set with Its golden rays 

And the bitter fight was o'er 
Our brave boys sleep beneath the clay 

Or. this earth they are no more. 

The moonbeams shone on the battlefield 
Where a dying rebel lay; 

His arms were crossed on his body out-
stretotMd 

And his llfebfood flowed away. 

Our comrades In silent ambush lay 
For the evening sky was clear 

Yet not one man was there afraid, 
Our brave boys knew no fear; 

Few people in the city streets 
Had heard that fierce aftray, 

Or of that valiant youth whose home was 
set 

in Tlpperary so far away. 

There was mono to weep lor you, Sean 
asthore,. 

As you lay upon the ground; 
Your comrades knew you were on your own 

As you wearily looked around. 

"Lift me gently," you whispered, 

"NQ longer on earth must I stay; 
Oh, ril never more roam to my native 

home 
In Tipperary so far away." 

The soldiers of Ireland bore him high 
On their shoulders with solemn tread, 

And many a heart with a tearful »lgh 
Wept for our patriot deed. 

They silently lowered htm Into the grave 
To wait for the reckoning day; 

Sean Treacy who died Is homo to stay 
in Tipperary so far away. 

TOM GEEHAN 
RIP. 

U / E regret to announee the death 

* of Thomas Geehan, leader of 

the unemployed struggles in Belfast 

fn the 'thirties. 

Pat Devine writes:— 

"Tpmmy was one of those rare 
working-class and nationalist lighters 
who won unquestioned support alike 
tram the Falls Road and the Miankllt. 
He used to speak to hugs audiences on 
the Custom Mouse steps, demanding 
work, or falling work maintenance at 
human standards. His great - achieve-
ment was the most spectacular uniting 
of Orange and Green seen In this cen-
tury, In days when Belfast was In the 
van of those fighting tor social progress 
for the working man." 
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CEIST Na 
hEIREANN agus 

MUINTIR Na 
BRCATAINE 

A R na mallaibh leigh me cam mor de 
' litreacha as comhfreagracht airithe 

a bhi thar a bheith suimiuil. Ba le fear 
aitheantais de mo chuid na litreacha sin. 
Sasanacto e a thoisigh a chur suime i 
bpolaitiecht na Se Condaethe agus sa 
doigh a bhfuil siad a rialu faoi Stormont. 
Scriobh se a chead litir cfruig MP. a 
thoghlaigh fein ag iarrai air ceist na 
votala saa toghcain aitiula a phle le runai 
intire Westminster. 

Conaethas do go raibh baint ag Rialtas 
na Sasana leis an ghno. Ba e sin an chead 
cheacilt a dfhoghlaim se as an chom-
hfhreagracht seo a bhi le leanuint ar 
feadh se mhi. Torai abhi san M.P. De 
reir pholftsai a phairti dhiultaigh se na 
ceisteannai a thogail i Westminster. Ina 
ionad sheol se litir mo chara chuig runai 
an phairti Aontachtai i mBealfeirste lena 
bharuil siud a fhail ar chursai .daonlath-
acha sna Se Condaethe. 

A O N D U I N E — A O N G H U T H 
Thainig an freagra arais agus ba e bun 

agus barr an mhiniu a tugadh ar an 
eagsulacht i gcursai votala aitiula idir na 
Se Condaethe agus Sasana, gurbh eigin do 
rialtas na Sasana "aon duine—aon ghuth" 
a thabhairt isteach indhiadh an chogaidh 

*• dheireanach conas go dtearnadh scrios 
• mhor ar rathracha na Breataine agiis gur 

scaipeadh an daonra nuair a thit na 
bombai ar a n-aiteanna chonai. Mar sin 
de. nior gha cursai votala a athru sna Se 
Condaethe mar rinneadh i Sasana. Ni 
hionadh e nach raibh mo chara sasta leis 
an lag-mhiniu seo. Thog se a pheann aris 
agus scriobh se chuig a Thorai M P. lena 
thuille ceisteanna. Chulr an M.P. anonn 
iad go dti Runai na n-Aontachtai. Thainig 
freagra m:-shasuil eile arais. Lean an 
diospoireacht ar feadh se mhi. An Torai 
idir an bheirt argonai'ag cur a litreacha 
anorm agUs anall; ach gan e a dhearcadh 
fein a chur isteach sa ghnaithe ach cor-
rualr. 

ABHAR i o n t a i s 
Ar leamh na litreacha seo domh cuir 

se iontas orm an oiread ama a chaith an 
triur seo ar "ceist na hEireann." Ar 
ndoigh bhi armpeis ag mo chara ann 
Bhain .se .suit agus oideachas as. Ar 
thaobh an Torai M.P. de, bhi seisean ag 
coimead aj- a shuiochan fein ina thogh-
lach fein. B'eigln do bheith freagrach da 
thoghdoir, agus gidh gur Torai e, ,d'aith-
neofa on bheagan a scriobh se le linn na 
diospoireachta, gar thuig se a laige agus 
bhi cas na nAontachtai. Biodh sin mar 
ata. an rud a ba mho a gculrfi sonru ann, 
ba e ah dua agns an buaireamh a chulr 
an runai oralsteach air fein le freagra 
a thabhairt don duine aonair seo 1 Sas-
ana. Is cruthu e go dtuigeann lucht rial-
tas Stormont go geaithfidh slad aigne 
phobal Sawwa ft colnneail ina lelth le go 
mairidh a staitin fein amach anseo. Ni 
flos ca mhead litreacha ar _,eigin doibh a 
freagairt o am go ham. Da mead is am-
hlaidh is fearr. Da ndeanfadh na hEire-
annalgh, »t« ag saothru a gouid i Sasana 
fa lathnir, a sciar rein den bholscaireacht 
mar a rinn mo dhuine Sasanach, ba 
ghoiride i bhfad a mhairfeadh oursai mar 
ata i dtaobh thoir-thuftldh na hElreann 

IRISH QUESTION RAISED IN 
LONDON AREA 

[FOREMOST in the campaign to 

bring the Irish question to the 

forefront in the election campaign is 

the long-established West London 

branch of the Connolly Association. 
Liveliest press exchanges in Britain 

have been appearing in the columns of 
the "West London Observer." and these 
have been started off by reports sent in 
by the Association. 

West London has more Irish residents 
than any other part of Britain, and can-
didates realise the importance of a com-
munity which comprises nearly one-tenth 
of the electorate in the area stretching 
from Acton to Hamp.stead. 

In other parts of the area old friends 
of Ireland are going up as candidates. 
There are men who have spoken on 
Connolly Association platforms in Trafal-
gar Square like Ben Parkin, M.P., and 
Illtyd Harrington. Jack Cooper took part 
in the campaign to release the republican 
prisoners and opposes Henry Brooke in 
Hampstead. 

TOBY RECORD 
I)LAN8 are t»eing made by London 

branches for distributing thousands 
of copies of the Connolly Association's 
sixpenny pamphlet. "They mutilated ire-
land." 

This pamphlet gives the record of the 
Tory Party on Ireland since the Union 
in 180(1, and has been described as "elec-
tion dynamite " 

Members of the Association propose to 
sell it in Irish gatherings, and at the 

CANDIDATE AT 
C.A. MEETING 

" r AM satisfied that those who say 

that there is a lack of democracy 

in Northern Ireland have a case that 

must be answered." So said Mr. Ivor 

Richard, Labour candidate in the 

Barons Court (West London) consti-

tuency, at a meeting called by the 

West London branch of the Connolly 

Association on Thursday, September 

17th. 
"One has only to look at the electoral 

boundaries to see how peculiar they are." 
he added. 

Asked whether he would add his sup-
port to the action by the 60 Labour M.P.s 
who had called for an enquiry by the 
British Government, he replied tliat he 
would be happy to do so, provided of 
course there were constitutional means 
of doing this available to the British 
Parliament. 

On the subiect of Partition. Mr. Richard 
thought that the question could be exa-
mined anew to see if it was possible to 
bring about a united Ireland on a demo-
cratic basis, with full protection for all 
minority rights. 

RING TERmlnus 4 8 2 6 

DURING the election campaign Irish-
men and the Irishwomen will be 

going along to political meetings. 
Sometimes they will feel tnat the 

answers given by candidates beg the 
question. 

They may not. however, be quite sure 
of their facts. 

For example, when a man claims that 
the * Irish people accepted partition 
through the "Treaty" of December 1921. 
were you sure that partition was estab-
lished over six months previously, and 
that the English King had already 
opened the separate Belfast Parliament? 

You can get the full facts from the 
Connolly Association. Fullest account of 
the anti-partition case is "The Irish 
Question and the British People" which 
costs a half-crown and contains as much 
information as any book costing five 
times the sum 

But you may want information in a 

hurry. 
If so telephone the "Irish Democrat" at 

TERmlnus 4826 We have all the facts 
likely to be needed in this office. 

And this service is available free to any 
Irishman, or friend of Ireland, who wants 
information. It is not for Connolly Asso-
ciation members only. 

This Is how the Connolly Association 
and "Iriah Democrat" give service to the 
members of the Irish community in 
Britain 

doors of party political meetings during 
the campaign. Posters advertising it arc 
being prepared. 

Supplies of this pamphlet ran lie ob-
tained from the Connolly Association at 
374 Grays Inn Road. London. W.C.I, and 
twenty-flve per rent discount will be 
allowed on all orders of twelve or over, 
provided cash is sent with order The 
Association will jjay postage in any case 

Among candidates who have agreed to 
meet deputations from the Connolly Asso-
ciation are Mr. Frank Tomney and Mr. 
George Rogers. Mr. Tomney has also 
agreed to meet the United Ireland Asso-
ciation. Mr. Bernard Floud. who goes up 
in Acton, met the Connolly Association 
on September 24th. The result will be 
published on the special supplement. 

DUBLIN THEATRE 
DEMONSTRATION 

,rJ^HE opening of the Dublin Theatre 

Festival on September 23rd was 

the occasion of a remarkable political 

protest by Ireland's leading play-

wrights against apartheid in South 

Africa. The playwrights included 

such well-known names as Samuel 

Beckett, John B. Keane. Hugh 

Leonard, Sean O'Casey and Sam 

Thompson. 

The theatre and politics may superfi-

cially seem worlds apart, but it is not 

necessarily so. After all, writers and 

dramatists, the spiritual antenna of their 

age, are more likely than most to be 

shocked by the irrationality and cruelty 

of racism, so monstrously exemplified by 

South Africa. 

It is no surprise then that up to 24 
individuals, from north as well as south 
of the border, should put their names to 
this statement:— 

"The following playwrights, after con-
sultation with the Irish Anti-Apartheid 
Movement, as an expression of their per-
sonal repugnance to the policies of 
apartheid and their sympathy with those 
writers and others in the Republic of Sth. 
Africa now suffering under evil legisla-
tion. have instructed their agents to in-
sert a clause in all future contracts auto-
matically refusing performing rights in 
any theatre where discrimination is made 
among audiences on grounds of colour: 

Samuel Beckett 
P. J. Bourke 
Seamus de Burca 
Wesley Burrowes 
Seamus Byrne 
T Coffey 
Louis D'Alton 
James Douglas 
J. Fanning 
Connor Partington 
Brian Friel 
Gerry Gavlin 
Patrick Galvin 

John B. Keane 
Hugh Leonard 
Eugene MeCabe 
John McCann 
Brian McMahon 
Watter Macken 
Pauline Maguire 
T Murphy 
T. C. Murray 
Sean O'Casey 
James Plunkett 
Sam Thompson 

John McCann. incidentally, is Lord 
Mayor of Dublin as well as being author 
of several plavs. In signing his name 
he stated that he wished to associate 
himself with all the activities against 
apartheid of the Irish Movement. 

ELECTION NEWS 
Mr. Tom BracMook, Labour candidate 

for Kingston-on-Thames, toM Ceun. Tom 

Leonard, of the Kingston Labour Party, 

that he Is totally opposed to partition and 

will work to end it if returned In the 
coming election. 

* * * 

Th» Conservative Party Election Mani-
festo makes one or two passing references 
to Northern Ireland. It radius K perfectly 
clear that the Tory Party upholds parti-
tion in toto and is pledged to support the 
six county Unionists by means of economic 
aid. 

• * * 

Reading Borough Council, despite the 
fact th*t It is Lateowoontrotted, and the 
Labour candidate Mr. Lee is going up 
against the Tery In a marginal seat, re-
fused the Connolly Association the use of 
Forbury Park tor.*n Irish meeting on poli-
tical grounds. The oounoil recently allowed 
Sir Aleo Douglas Home to hold a Tory 
meeting In the part*. Protests are being 
organised by trade unionists and o<hers. 

WHAT THE SITTING 
MEMBERS DID 

I A S T month we gave a full 
account of the Irish issues 

on which Members of the last 
Parliament responded. This is 
now reproduced in synopsis 
form. The members are now 
listed in order of the number of 
responses they made to appeals 
for action on matters of interest 
to the Irish. 

11 responses: Fenner Brockway, 
Leslie Lever. Marcus Lipton. 

10 responses: George Craddock, 
Richard Kelley, Charles Loughlin, 
John Rankin. 

9 responses: Frank AHaun, A. Bea-
ney. Mrs. Alice Cullen, E. Ferny-
hough, Will Griffiths. Laurie Pavitt. 

8 responses: Mrs. Bessie Braddock, 
Emrvs Hughes. John Parker. Ben 
Parkin. 

7 responses: Arthur Moody. Julius 
Silverman, William Warbey. 

6 responses: S. O. Da vies. Dan 
Jones, J. P. W. Mallalieu, W. Stones, 
David Weltzman, Victor Yates. 

5 responses: W. Blyton, Elfed Da-
vies, Tom Driberg, Bob Edwards, 
Albert Evans, Percy Holman, John 
McKay. Archie Manuel, Gerry Rey-
nolds, Rev. R. Sorenson, John Stone-
house. 

4 responses: Neil Carmichael, 
Harold Davies, Leslie Hale, C. A. 
Howell, Arthur Lewis, Tom Oswald. 
G. Pargiter. Ernest Popplewell, 
George Rogers. I. R. Thomas, K. 
Zilliacus. 

3 responses: C. R. Bence, Mrs 
Joyce Butler, Walter Edwards, H. 
Gourlay. David Griffiths. M. Hewit-
son. Jennie Lee, Fred Lee. Malcolm 
MacMillan, Robert Mellish, Walter 
Monslow, Charles Rovle, Sydney 
Silverman, Mrs. Harriet Slater, John 
Timmons, H. B. Taylor. 

2 responses: Stan Awberrv. Bar-
bara Castle, George Deer. Hugh 
Delargv. Michael Foot. John Forman, 
David Ginsburg, Anthony Green-
wood. Mrs. Judith Hart. C. Kenyon, 
Richard Marsh, Roy Mason. Norman 
Pentland, Reg Prentice, Arthur 
Probert, Albert Roberts, Emmanuel 
Shin well, Arthur Skeffington, Ste-
phen Swingler, Tudor Watkins, E. 
Wainwright, D. J. Williams, W. R. 
Williams. 

1 response: J. Bennett, H. Boydon, 
H W. Butler, Harold Finch, Alan 
Fitch. Eric Fletcher. Maurice Foley, 
Sir Mvles Galpern, Ray Gunter, J. 
Hill, Cledwyn Hughes. J. B. Hynd, 
Rov Jenkins. F. MeLeavy, John 
Maokie, Simon Mahon, E. L. Malla-
lieu. Charles Mapp. J. Mendelson. 
Bruce Millan. E. Milne, Brian 
O'Malley, J. T. Price. Kenneth Rob-
inson. William Read. John Silkln. 
Leslie Spriggs, Michael Stewart. 
Barrett Stress, Thos. Swain, G. 
Sylvester. E. Thornton. Jeremy 
Thorpe. Wed/?wood-Bemn. W. T. Wil-
liams, R. E. Winterbottom. R. E. 
Woof. 

JL E T T f C 
A PITY you had not room In your 

pamphlet "They Mutilated Ireland." 
for John Boyle O'Reilly's scathing indict-
ment of the Tories. Nearly 90 years ago 
this famous poet of the Fenian move-
ment summed them up well, when he 
had this to say Of them: 
"Patrician, aristocrat, Tory— whatever his 

age or name, 

To the people's rights and liberties a 

traitor ever the same 

The national crowd is a mob to hira ; 

their prayer is a virtKar rhyme; 

The patriot's speech sedition, and the 
patriot's deed a crime. 

Whatever the race, the law. the land — 

whatever the time or throne. 

The Tory is always a traitor to every 

class bu t his own. " 

No change whatsoever from Boyle 
0 "Re i l l y ' s day. 

J A M E S P. M C G I L L , 

Manchester. 
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BROCKWAY 
(Continued from Page One) 

irJ*HE newly-founded Connolly Asso-
ciation of Australia records a 

great breakthrough on the Labour 
front. 

Newry-bom Felix Deighan, long an 
active member of the West London 
branch of the Connolly Association, re-
cently joined with a group of' similarly-
minded Irish immigrants, in the task of 
making Australian Labour aware of the 
Irish national struggle, so that they could 
offer their solidarity. 

On the advice of the London organisa-
tion it was decided not to affiliate to 
London, but to establish a separate or-
ganisation suited to Australian conditions. 

News now comes through that at the 
end of the first year's operations, mem-
bership has been obtained in several 
states and already a real impact on the 
Labour movement has been achieved. 

ftecently Mr. Deighan attended, a large 
meeting of the Australian -Builders'. 
Labourers' Federation and spoke'on the 
Irish question for half-an-hour. 

DEMAND END TO DISCRIMINATION IN SIX COUNTIES 
RESOLUTIONS 

As a result the following two resolu-
tions were passed:— 

"The Australian Builders' Labourers' 
Federation, concerned at the unnatural 
division of Ireland against the wishes 
of the majority of the Irish people, 
calls on the British Government 10 de-
clare publicly that it has no interest 
in maintaining partition, and further 
calls for the repeal of the 1920 Govern-
ment of Ireland Act" 

and 

"The Australian Builders' Labourers' 
Association, concerned at the lack of 
democracy in Northern Ireland, calls 
for an end to discrimination against 
Nationalists in employment and hous-
ing. It further calls for recognition of 
the Northern Ireland Committee of the 
Irish trade union body, an end to gerry-
mandering, abolition of Special Powers 
Act, and disbandment of the B-Specials." 
These resolutions were sent both to 

Westminster and Stormont. 

A month later Mr. Deighan led a dele-

As a further example of how opinion 
was moving, he instanced the effect of 
the Northern Ireland Labour Party's 
effort to get a Bill passed at Stormont 
n&kihg religious discrimination illegal. 
The fact that it was so unceremoniously 
turned down had encouraged those who 
wished to see action at Westminster. 

It was his intention that his own Bill 
should automatically apply to Northern 
Ireland., But even before the Bill was 
passed, there were signs of compromise 
in the six counties. 

He had taken up with Messrs. 8hort & 
Harland the fact that applicants for ap-
pointments with the Company were asked 
their religion. Directors whom he inter-
viewed ML the subject had assured him 
that the drafting of their employment 
application form would be reconsidered. 

" N congratulated Mr. Brockway on 
_ | for the rights of Ireland he 

I. graw up politically 
*f Connolly and Larfcin 

by ttw Easter 
_ MWr tfttt I waa a political pn-

tonwln the same Jail M Mr. Da Valera. 
( was accused 1 organising a mutiny 
and was put In solitary confinement. The 
Stan Fstn tom P*P*» 

• to me. This h*4p»d to Map ma sane. At 
tiM ikm of the Labour delegation to Ire-
land hi 1 M I was editor of the 'Labour 
Leader.' I was appalled by the reports 
tfel|ft i M » received and used to give great 

to tttem every week. I was not in 
the House at the time but was intensely 

at the Lloyd George treaty 
and M i against partition from the very 

• start.?Vj>8! it 
I changed the subject. "And now, have 

you anything to say about the Irish in 
Britain? For -example about housing?" 

"I agree," be repHod, "with the point 
in your memorandum wiilofi asks for a 
more serious attitude to the probtmw of 
lodger*. The Labour party etaetiommani-
feeto actually says, 'A Labour government 
would give special help to least authori-
ties in arsoa where emigrants have 
settled." 

The final question related to Catholic 
schools. ;i; ' ' • ' 

"I personally would hove preferred to 
have a eeoutar eoiutlon to the •shoots 
nrobiam. Bin oinoe this was reJeOCed, It 

BROOKE TELLS OLD STORY 
UIR HENRY BROOKE, British tion of 1964, you will not be on It for 

Home Secretary has refused to 1965 un less t h e f o r m ^ landlady has 
take any action on'the matter of the rece ived is fllled i n ^ y°m n a m e ' 
alleged persecution of a Belfast 
Protestant by the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary. 

Last month's "Irish Democrat" pub-
lished an account of Mr. Charles Robin 

"The Secretary of State does not con-
sider that an enquiry on the lines pro-
posed would be appropriate." 

T H E C A T C H 
The catch is in the clever wording of 

gation to speak to the state Executive of 
the Australian Railwaymen's Union, and 
the same resolutions were passed. The 
Irish had a "terrific reception." 

M E M B E R S W A N T E D 
The association is planning a visit to 

the Eureka Stockade when the summer 
comes, and recently held a well-attended 
concert. 

Many young Irish people, some mem-
bers of the Connolly Association, have 
recently emigrated to Australia. I f their 
friends in Britain will send their 
names and addresses to the office, 
374 Grays Inn Road, the "Irish Democrat" 
will send them on to the Connolly Asso-
ciation of Australia. 

L E T T E R 

MacBrien's complaints that he had been t h e lep'y-
tortured" by the R.U.C. and his allegation The Act does not contain any provision 
that he was offered bribes to retract his enabling the United Kingdom Govern-
story in view of the General Election. ment to intervene, but it does contain 

Mr. MacBrien's complaints were for- provisions enabling the United Kingdom 
warded by the Connolly Association to Parliament to intervene, 
the Home Secretary, Mr. Henry Brooke. n w o u l d b e p ^ ^ y w i t h l n t h e ^ 

This is his reply:- o f t h e H o m e S e c r e t a r y to announce the 
"In reply to your letter of 20th August i n t r o d u c t i o n o f legislation to standardise 

I am directed by the Secretary of State p o l l c e p r o c e d u r e l n ^ ^ t h e U n l t e d 

to explain that one of the main pur- K i n g d o m > o r to a p p o l n t a permanent 
poses o the Government of Ireland Act r e f e r e e t 0 w h o m c o m p l a in ts could be 
1920 is to provide which of the functions ^ a n d w h o oou l ( X ^ w t enquiries, 
of government in Northern Ireland shall T h e f a c t t h a t N O r t h e r n X r e l A a d * 
be exercised by the ParUament and ( u n d e r a r t i c l e 7 5 ) a n t n t ^ p ^ of the 
Governmen of Northern Ireland and united Kingdom, and,t t^t no 
which shall remain with the United c a n b . 
Kingdom and Government. The Act 
contains no provision enabling the 
United Kingdom Government to Interv 
vene in matters which the Act made 

i ts successors, means that Sir 
Henry brooke's decision is a political 
one, not * legal one. 

Nevertheless, in explaining one of the 
purposes of the Government of Ireland 
Act 1930, he inadvertently lets the cat 
out of the bag. One of the purposes 
of that Act is now admitted to have been 
the perpetuation of British rule in "Ire-

We might say the principal pur-

Government of Northern Ireland. 
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READING IRISH 
FIGHT FOR VOTES 
IRISHMEN in Reading have befih 

told by officials that as Irish citi-
zens they were not entitled to vote 
in the British General Election. 

But in Instances where they pressed 
the matter furthet higher officials have 
given them the correct answer that they 
are entitled to appear on the electoral 
register. 

in other cases ln that qity. according to 
members of the audience at a meeting 
held in the city by the Connolly Assomar-
tion. addressed by Messrs. Prank Sniall 
and Desmond Greaves, landladies have 
failed to include the names of Irish 
lodgers in the returns, and in some caaes 
the men have been deprived of a vote 
toy being left off the register. 

It will be remembered that a year ago 
the "Irish Democrat" urged all Irishmen 
to check this point with their landladies 
or at the Town Hall. Every Irish man 

woman is entitled to a vote. • 

At present the register for 1966 is being 
compiled. Householders have just ra-

the forms from the returning 
ML * 

Ask your landlady now if she has had 
one, and request her to Include your 
name. Otherwise you will have no vote 

year. And remember, even if you 
are on the register for the General <lec-

land. 
pose. 

DEAR EDITOR, 
M O R E power to the boys of Aohill. Will 

the youth take a lead from thorn or 
will it live on In Its contemptible passivity? 

Yours sincerely, 

M 
London, N. 6. 

[NOTE: We apologise for not including 
this correspondent's name, but ala& *we 
And his signature quite undecipherable. 
—Editor.] 

y O D will probably remember that I 
wrote to you recently saying that our 

Group had protested to the Home 
Secretary about religious discrimination 
in Northern Ireland. This protest 
followed a visit by your Mr. Hensey to our 

Now I thought you would like to know 
that I have heard from the Home Sec-
retary saying that he has carefully noted 
our protest. I hope that this protest will 
help In removing such a blot on Irish 
life. ' ' 

PETER L. JENNER. 
Hon. Secretary, 

v- South Harrow Co-operative 
Pajty Group. 

C A Council meets 
14 • t W• » jPUfa! -. 

AYS first on the bell, the Con-
fly Association is plannng to 

the post-election situation the 
minute the result is known. 

Its Executive Council will meet in Lon-
don on Sunday morning, October 18th, at 
10 a.m. and owing to the special nature 
of die occasion, members from outlying 
areas who are not on the Executive Coun-
cil are being invited into the conclave. 

Whether Labour is returned with a 
majority of about 50, as is the normal 
forecast, or whether the Conservatives 
get hack a fourth time, it is clear that 
the'conditions under which the efforts 
of the Irish Community In Britain are 
continued will be considerably modified. 

Among decisions to be made at the 
extended E.C. will be the date of the 
next annual conference of the Associa-
tion 
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