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IMPORTANT CONFERENCE IN LONDON 
A BLUEPRINT for a future in which the Irish exiles will enjoy a far higher 
^ ^ status in die community of Britain is to be discussed at the Connolly Asso-

ciation Conference to be held in London on May 9th and 10th this year. 
t I t ' i s a document at present to visualise the problem of the The main resolution is on elee-
•known as the "Irish exi les ' immigrant. Many of the problems toral policy. 

«r" and maps changes ^ d ^ t h e r 
requ ired to g ive the arriv ing 
i m m i g r a n t a fairer field. 

immigrants, and it is recognised 
that as far as immigrants go, the 
Irish are better off than any 

It starts from the idea that others. But they are still waiting 
any immigrant begins at a dis- for complete equality of oppor-
advantage if solely from the rea- tunity. 
son that he has come to a 

" M O T H I N C is so expens ive 
a s p#Hties , n saHt S e a n Red. 

m o n d , d » feasant out an appeal 
for £ 3 1 a w e e k t o b e sent into 
the C o n n o l l y Assoelation office 
from n o w t o the elect ion. 

"Will you get it?" asked a scep-
tical member. 

"Well," said Sean, "It's as simple 
as this. The Irish in this country 
want a hearing. They want people 
in Parliament who will at least 
do a bit for them, and if they 
can't do any good will leave them 
alone. There are friends of Ire-
land going up in the election. 
The hearing they get and the 
number at friends they get elected 
depends on the Connolly Asso-
ciation's work. The Connolly Asso-
ciation can do as much work as 
it can pay for. And. as I said, 
politics Is damnably expensive, 
and the price is rising all the 
time." 

"But don't you think the Irish 
are apathetic"? 

"It is small wonder If they are. 
W« are fighting the radio* the 
television and the dally and 
weekly newspaper with the soap-
box and a monthly magatino. It 
is ilk* potting an elephant with 
a pea-shooter. H i w e 
pen* on ear fcupSWirs t« see we 
do not run out e* 

strange place where he doesn't 
"know the ropes." 

H A N D I C A P S 

It urges Irish men and women 
to take an interest in the coming 
General Election and to use their 
vote against the Tory Party, and 
in accordance with their judg-
ment of the opposition candi-
dates, keeping in mind the need 
to elect as many known friends 
of Ireland as possible. 

The resolution envisages a 

CONFERENCE 
SOCIAL 

S A T U R D A Y , 9th MAY v'': 

Mother Redcap 
CAMDEN T O W N ! 

7.30 • 11.30 p.m. 

ELECTION 
Conference opens on the Satur-

day afternoon with a discussion Labour majority in which the 

R„t in British societv todav ° f t h e a i U 1 U a l r e p O T t I n * ^ f r i e n d s o f I r e l a n d " w o u l d b e t r*-
j " duplicated document the Stand- i n g t o educate the Government 

there are addrtional han^caps m g C o m m l t t e e s b i w s h o w the to\ p o l l c y o f opposition to par-
D u u c m" ideas of the Connelly Association tition. 

Anti-Irish prejudice still sur- are now widespr'-ad throughout 
vives, and though it is uncommon the ranks of the exiles and the 
to find "no Irish need apply" day may not be far off when all 
these days, advertisements for Irish workers in Britain pull to-
flats abound containing such gether as one. 
words as "pure English only, no P r o p o s a l s o n the report include 
children." a n i n c r e a s e i n the annual sub-

The housing shortage has led scription of the Association. It is 
to a lodgings shortage. During pointed out that the Association's 
the war when workers had to be subscription in 1964 is less than 
attracted at all costs there were two-thirds of what it was in 1938 
hostels. These are now almost en- when it was first founded. 
tirely closed down. The result is „ — ; 
a racket in "digs" with Extortion-
ate charges and gross overcharg-
ing. The "charter" urges that 
"digs" should be the subject of 
legislation safeguarding the lod-
ger. 

VOTES 
One notorious fact is that 

Labour will lose thousands of 
votes In this election owing to 
the failure of landladies to regis-
ter Irish voters In their lodging 
houses. Measures are proposed for 
ensuring a fuller registration of 
migratory workers. 

The measures which are pro-
posed are offered by way of illus-
tration and with a view to help-
ing the next Labour Government 

JOSEPH DEIGHAN 
(President, C o n n o l l y Association) 

S P E A K S 

CO-OPERATIVE HALL 
122 Kentish Town Road 

(next to Greek Church) 
' • 

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 2 n d A P R I L 

8 p . m . 

S u b j e e t : "IRISH A N D THE ELECTION" 

C I X - COUNTY Republicans 
won a historic victory on 

Easter Sunday th is year w h e n 
3,000 people marched through 
the streets of the city of Be l - , 
fast flying the banned Irish 
tricolour of Green, White and 
Orange. 

Under the six-county "Flags 
and Emblems Act" the flag of the 
Irish Republic must not be dis-
played in public under pain of a 
J W v | & . o r ; ifflfiannpent. 

But hundreds of police and 
specials looked on powerlessly 
at the mass defiance when the 
flag was carried, along with the 
Citizen Army's "Plough and the 
Stars" and the Fianna Sun-
burst, from Beechmount Avenue 
to Militown cemetery. 

The colour party who so cour-
ageously braved the threat of 
armed police interference con-
sisted of Mr. Frank Campbell, 
Mr. Frank Teague and National 
Commemoration Committee Sec-
retary Mr. Liam MacMillan. 

D E A D LETTER 
There is speculation that 

Nationalist MP.s and others may 
now insist on the repeal of the 
Flags and Emblems Act now that 
it has become a dead letter in 
practice. 

It is generally H d w r t that the 
decision of the Bovermnent to 
look the other VHV ttMp* their un-
just law was being touted is con-
nected with the new awareness of 
the oppressive nature of MM six-
county Government which has 
arisen In Britain. The Nation-
alists' visit had much to do with 
this new situation. This Illustrates 
that all sectors of ths Irish liber-
ation struggle are part of one 
conflict and a success on one of 
them helps on all others. 

NEWRY TOO 
The oration was read by Sean 

Stevenson, well-remembered in 
London in the fifties. He is now 
living in Cork, but one time of 
Belfast 

About 500 people took part in 
an Easter parade in Newry where 
despite police threats the tri-
colour was also carried. 

Despite the fact that they kno« 
better, the Unionist papers per-
sisted in describing the Nag of 
the Republic as ths "Flag of 
Eire" (though In the strict senae 
of the word Eire they - w e n 
quite right) and d H w W m Its 
ootours as green, white and gold. 

LONDON PRESS ATTACKS BEHAN 

EVEN AFTER HIS DEATH 
^AZZLEO by his histrionic talent, stung by the 

sharp medicine hidden in the electuary of his 
shameless fun, part of the imperial Press is treating 
Behan as tb% once treated Shaw—trying to make 
a buffoon old: of him and get him forgotten as 
quickly as possible. 

The "Iri& Democrat" publishes the answer in 
THIS MONTH'S ISSUE. IN DEFENCE OF BEHAN 

Life, writings, beliefs — middle pages 



CUPPOSE somebody was to suggest 
that the way to prevent south-

east England becoming overcrowded 
to suffocation was to prevent the 
people in it from breeding ? 

After all a recent Government report 
adtnlts the authorities are at their wits 
end to accommodate the three and a half 
million extra who will want to live there 
in twenty years' time. 
' If it was an Irishman who suggested 

keeping down the birth-rate in England he 
would be accused of every kind of chauvin-
ism and genocide the English language 
could denounce him with. 

And yet . . . there are rumours of at-
tempts to distribute contraceptives among 
immigrants in Birmingham, and again 
and again British newspapers pray for the 
invention of some means of getting India. 
Africa and other countries voluntarily de-
populated. 

What ' s the explanation of the contra-
diction? 

It it this. The imperialist press wants 
people to multiply where imperialism can 
make money out of ttfem, and not to Waste 
subsistence elsewhere. 

• * * 

US 
By 

SLEMISH 

Irish people dependent on the potato? 
Who supplied the soldiers to guard the 
corn and cattle from the starving people 
as the crops were exported to England? 
That is a less savoury story. 

And later in the last century Balfour 
and others actually had railways built in 
the "congested districts" for the openly-
avowed purpose of encouraging the popu-
lation to emigrate so tha t the means of 
production they left behind could be pos-
sessed by others. 

Cross Ireland from Dublin to Ballinasloe 
and see the empty fields—a monumsnt to 
this succession of social crimes. * * * 

rpODAY we live in an era of mealv-

fJ^HAT Queen Elizabeth the first, and 
after her James and Cromwell set 

out to exterminate the Irish people by the 
sword is a matter of history. 

When Cromwell burnt the "mere I r ish" 
to death in Drogheda he gave thanks to 
God "to whom alone the merit of this 
mercy belongs." He and his successor 
William (of "glorious" memory) wished to 
dHve the native people to hell or Con-
naught, whichever was nearer 

Then came a period when economic 
measures were tried unsuccessfully to keep 
doWn the numbers of the "lesser brreds 
without the law.' 

The famine was without question 
deliberately allowed its head so tha t the 
imputation of Ireland still advancing more 
or less evenly with tha t of Britain could 
I* reduced by death and emigration. 
Whitewashing publications notwithstand-
ing. the fart remains tha t there was 
enough corn and meat in Ireland to feed 
all the population Yet imperialist his-
torians mouth endles.nlv like parrots t h a t 
the "potato crop failed " Who made thf> 

mouthed hypocrisy. No barrister will 
say booh to opposing counsel, let alone thd1 

judge The most barbarous and blood-
thirsty of all a<jes of human history is 
characterised by a type of sleek humbug 
that could be summarised in the phrase 
"we're boiling you in oil so as to keep 
you nice and warm." 

So social theorists, psychologists and 
statisticians have all the answers worked 
out. And these willing servants of im-
perialism have "discovered" as a reault 
of their profouhd researches that the 
peoples of under-developed countries arc 
breeding boo fast, and tha t the "popuia-
tion explosion" which in England is to be 
met by providing accommodation (of a 
sort . Is best met among the lesser breeds 
by getting their numbers down. 

So Mr. Craig, six-county Home Minister, 
has caused Justifiable anger in Nationalist 
circles by suggesting tha t the reason why 
the Catholics of Northern Ireland are I 
worse fed. clad and housed than Protest-
ants is not because his Government chan-
nels housing and employment to sun-
porters of his own party, but because they 
breed luster and put greater pressure on 
social amenities 

And of course, because of the attitude 

of the Cathojic Church on birth control, 
he isn't able to distribute the instruments 
of genocide and create the old object ol 
a uniformly Unionist state. 

* * * 
A PARTICULARLY sickening form of 

J x hypocrisy, incidentally, is that which 
blames the Catholic Church for the misery 
of the poorest sections of the six-county 
population. Crocodile tears come stream-
ing from the eyes of the Tory-Unionists 
when they think of the poor unfortunate 
women condemned to having several child-
ren living in one room ' by the Catholic 
Church." 

And yet—who is in charge of housing? 
Mr. Craig or the Primate at Armagh? Is 
the Government or the Church respon-
sible for social services, the provision of 
employment and maintaining the material 
standards cf citizens? 

Apparently then the fault is not with 
the Government fcr failure to provide, but 
with the people for asking, their social 
rights. 

One thing is a certainty. The hope of 
Ireland rests in the crowds of young child-
ren who throng ths streets In the work-
ing-class areas. Instead of lecturing 
parents on bringing them into the world, 
Mr. Oraij? and the "soolal scientists" would 
be batter engaged seeing that they have 
somewhere belter to piay than the streets, 
and ensuring that they have useful em-
ployment when they grow up irrespective 
of t M r religious beliefs or whether they 
procreate further or not. Lot Mr. Craig 
loofc aMef his business and the parents 
'oak after theirs. 

An even more eloquent African gat up 
and askedi whether during the time her 
people were having the change of heart 
he was to bs allowad into hotels or kept 
out of them? 

And that 's the centre of the whole con-
troversy. Wha t is to happen while the 
bigots are unlearning their bigotry? Are 
the Catholics to have equal t rea tment 
guaranteed by law while it cannot be 
guaranteed by goodwill? Or are they to 
wait patiently for the change of hear t 
that may never come? 

The reality is of course the bigotry is 
deliberately fostered by the Unionists in 
order to split the workers. Therefore a 
bill to prevent religious discrimination and 
ban racial incitement could knock their 
most powerful weapon out of their hands. 

Which means tha t Fenner Brockway de-
serves all the nice things that have been 
said about him in the Nationalist Irish 
papers. 

Legislation and a change of hsart are 
not antagonistic but supplementary. 

Humanitarian and religious organisa-
tions can do splendid work influencing 
people's minds against bigotry, while 
political organisations check its evil effects 
by legislation. 

Manchester 
Commemoration 

J^ESPITE the cold weather, Manchester 
Connolly Association held a mseting 

in Piatt Fields on Easter Sunday at which 
the orinoipnl speaker was anti-partition 
and Connolly Association veteran danny 
Kilcommlns. 

The meeting was also addressed by Mr. 
Tom Redmond, chairman of the branch, 
who announced that the summer meetings 
had now commenced, and would take plaoe 
each Sunday at 3 p.m. 

Dungarvan 
Commemoration 

YJR. ROBERT ROSSITER, who 
made the trip home to Dungar-

van during Easter, tells us of the 
big republican parades that took 
place in the town. 

At a dinner t h a t was held by the Water-
ford and Kilkenny branches of Sinn Fein 
in Tramore, Co. Waberford, Dr. R H. W. 
Johnston of the Dublin Wolfe Tone Direc-
tory said tha t it wa* appropriate to look 
at the problem of "breaking the connec-
tion" as Wolfe Tone would have done — 
namely to analyse the nature of the con-
nection and to specify the forces whose 
unity was capable of breaking it. 

Dr. Johnston said tha t the question 
arose whether a political organisation was 
not more than an election machine and 
whether a rewarding activity for Repub-
licans might not be to participate in trade 
unions and farmers ' organisations in order 
to link the immediate demands of these 
bodies into the framework of a general 
Republican strategy. 

T H E I R I S H D E M O C R A T May 1 9 6 4 

\ [ R FENNER BROCKWAY is 
news in Ireland today. What-

ever he says or does is headlined 
boldly and reported fully. 

Why is this .Anglo-Indian veteran 
ol British Labour rapidly becoming 
the white hope of those in Ireland 
who still retain the faith that the 
people of~Britain are not as bad as 
their rulers ? 

Not because he was in Lincoln jail with 
President de Valera, thought that is true. It 
was there he learned to understand and 
respect Irish Republicans. 

It is Because of his proposed bill to 
outlaw radial and religious discrimination, 
which he has stated is to apply to the six 
counties, and to include the refusal of 
public bodies to employ Catholics It will 
of course also givfc much-needed protec-
tion to JWsh ettizdfas residentin Britain. 
For -we cannot always hope to enjoy full 
employment. 

Moat important is the fact that party 
leader Harold Wilson has told a deputa-
tion organised by Brockway's Movement 
for Colonial Freedom that H he becomes 
primeridtBijrtoi^ fp, wUtt make the Brock-
way BB! ah official Government measure. 

MacAteer had a Bill ready that gave the 
minority more of what it wanted. 

Or could it be that more sinister moves 
were afoot? 

Prom the outset the Irish Democrat has 
warned against the main danger in regard 
to Brockway's Bill. 

I t is t h a t the Unionists should so null 
the wires that the Bill does not apply to 
Northern Ireland. 

Could it be that the Unionists maybe 
will not need to pull the wires? Is the 
Northern Ireland Labour Party, described 
by Mr. P. J. Gormtey in London as exist-
ing to put a facade of democracy on t in 
six-county puppet state, obligingly pulling 
the wires for them? 

Is the idea to impress on the British 
Labour Party that the N.I.L.P. has its 
own Bill (that hasn 't a snowball's 
chance m hell of being passed) and that 
Mr. Wilson should leaWe them alorfe till 
they pass it triumphantly on Tibb's eve? 
Certftfnly If ever thews was a danger, 
that is the one to be watphed. 

Q O it's in the bag now, as they say. 
n But is it? 

There's many a slip 'twixt cup and lip. 
One fflt the mysteries of modern civilisa-
tion was What the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party was playing at introducing 
•iftto Stormont a Bill which gave lest 
protection than Brockway's, while pre-
serving a ehllly silence when the National-
ists came to-Westminster at Brockway's 
invitation. 

Could it be that they were trying to 
steal a cheap march on their rivals? If 
so they were quickly caught up, for Eddie 

{ course there are misgivings in many 
genuine quarters. . -

There a re some who are afraid of where 
the light against discrimination is leading 
the National Movement. A writer in the 
Independent seems to favouf tire National-
ists soft-pedalling it. Some critics make 
the point tha t the discrimination is not 
really religious but political, and there-
fore there should be no 6utlawing of 
religions -tests. 

But th is is not really logical. While it 
Is true t h a t Protestants are liable to 
political victimisation if they undertake 
anti-Government activities, it is also true 
that Catholics are victimised even if they 
do not. In other words the first test ap-
plied is a religious test. If that net doesn't 
catch everybody then a political test fol-
lows it. Obviously if it is made illegal to 
impose any religious tests, all victimisa-

tion against Nationalists will be shown up 
blatantly to be imposed for political 
motives. Religion will no longer bedevil 
the question. It will be a matter of obey-
ing a law. and the question will be re-
duced to politics, which of course it is a t 
bottom. 

I' pHEN there are people who doubt the 
possibility ol getting rid fo dis-

crimination by legislation. 
These argue that since discrimination 

comes f rom an attitude, until there is a 
change of heart discrimination will con-
tinue. 

But this is net logical either. Let's take 
a simpler example. Take the motor-
vehicles which are slaughtering thousands 
of people every year. There is no doubt 
at all t ha t there are many accidents', 
caused by carelessness, impatience, atttJ: 
lack of consideration l o r ' t h e safety of 
other people. And these are attitudes of 
mind. 

Would any practically-minded govern-
ment say tha t there should be no driving 
tests or thirty-mi!e-an-hour limits because 
until the drivers had a change of hea r t 
accidents would continue? 

They would not. They would say t h a t 
since motorists cannot behave themselves 
there must be a law to restrain them, and 
cut down to the minimum the evil social 
effects of their haste carelessness and dis-
regard for other people. And so up go the 
traffic signs, and bzzz go the police cars. 

* * * 

T T is just t he same with discrimination. 
Of course the tendency towards 

religious discrimination will remain unti l 
there is a change of heart among the 
bigoted section of the Protestants. I t is 
extremely dubious whether such a change 
of heart will ever take place while the 
Protestants of the six counties are artifi-
cially cut off by the border from their fel-
low citizens in the remainder of Ireland. 

But what is to happen in the meantime? 

Are ttw- bigoted section it*. JM left free 
to victimise those of their own number 
who refuse to take part In their bigotry? 
Or art the ncm-Ma»tea Protestants to be 
Mlpetf t® co-opetttt* with thetr Catholic 
countrymen by law* which outlaw the 
putting of bigotry into praettee. 

I don't mind a man thinking I 'm bad 
for being a Catholic: let him think what 
he pleases. But, I do object to his doing 
me out of a home, or keeping me unem-
ployed because of it. 

\ T a recent conference an eloquent 
young Englishwoman was opposing 

a motion calling for measures to make 
colour bar illegal. She used the argu-
ment that what was wanted was a change 
of heart. 

Legislation—and a change of heart? 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BROCKWAY BILL 
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BOMBED DEFENCELESS TOWN 
^ O R L D - WIDE indignation at 

British imperialist bombing of 
the Yemen village of Harib. in which 
25 people were killed, has forced the 
attack into the United Nations 
Security Council. The question of a 
possible resolution of condemnation 
of Britain is being discussed. 

The representatives of the Yemen say 
the murderous bombing of a civilian town 
is a continuation of British hostility and 
aggression against the 18-month-old Re-
publican Government. To date Britain has 
not recognised the Government. 

Britain's representative excuses the 
bombing on the grounds "that there had 
been need to resort to reprisals [an omi-
nous term whose significance will be well 
understood by Irishmen.—P.D.] and tha t 
Britain had an obligation to protect the 
Iso-calledJ South Arabian Federation." 

Dr. Tarizi, the Syrian delegate, ridi-
culed Britain's claim to be the defender 
of the South Arabian Federation which, 
he said, could not be considered seriously. 
He called upon Britain to give up her base 
in Aden, which is a provocation against 
the whole of Southern Arabia. 

The Moroccan spokesman. Mr. Benliima, 
said the Yemen had been bitterly attacked 
without warning. 

Mr. Assouan (Ivory Coast) said he sup-
ported the resolution proposed condemn-
ing Britain for the raid and also called 
for an addition condemning the act of 
so-called reprisal as contrary to the 
United Nations Charter. 

The United States representative, Mr. 
Adlai Stevenson, in the Security Council 
debate, said that all members joined in 
disapproval of the use of force by ei ther 
side as a. means of solving disputes. 

Britain is feverishly trying to avoid 
official condemnation by the Security 
Council although virtually the entire 
U.N.O. membership has already expressed 
indignation at her action. A new sugges-
tion tha t in place of the resolution of 
condemnation, both sides should agree to 
withdraw to a demilitarised zone alqng 

the frontiers between Yemen and the 
South Arabian Federation, possibly under 
the auspices of U.N.O. 

It is no longer easy for the imperialists 
to raid and bomb and blow up towns and 
villages which oppose their exploitation. 
The Suez Canal episode and the various 
attacks upon the United Arab Republic, 
especially Egypt, show that . 

The outrageous action against Yemen 
at the moment has resulted in a setback 
for Britain. But the territory in question 
is terribly rich hunting fo r the oil mil-
lionaires. 

They will not easily be forced to sur-
render their plunder. Hence the reason 
for all peace-lovers, and supporters of self-
determination for small nations, to sup-
port the protest against the bombings and 
demand tha t British imperialism with-
draw her base from Aden. 

BRAZIL 
The generals, landlords and millionaires 

have carried out a revolution against the 
Progressive Government of President 
Goulart, in Brazil. 

President Goulart has categorically de-
nounced the counter-revolution and said, 
"I have not renounced the Presidency." 
It is reactionary opposition to the Pro-
gressive policy of his government tha t is 
behind the whole affair. The reactionaries 
are against the land reform decree and 
the decree nationalising the remaining 
independent oil refiners, said the Presi-
dent. 

Another of the alleged crimes of the 
Goulart government is that he gave 
money to the trade union and s tudent 
bodies without the authorisation of Con-
gress. 

No wonder big business is angry. They 
don't protest when governments pour 
millions into t h e h a n d s of the 
millionaires, as evidenced by the recent 
action of the British Aircraft Ministry, 
which paid an aviation company £4£ mil-
lions more than they were entitled to. 

It is not surprising tha t Mr. Rusk, the 
United States Secretary of State, said 

that the U.S. was anxious to work with 
and help the new government. "We are 
deeply interested in the economic vitality 
of Brazil." he said. 

He can say that again! So long of 
course as it's not vitality in the people's 
interests against the profiteers. 

As the US- "Time" magazine for April 
3rd, 1964, says: "All over Brazil, leftists 
are fighting rightists, peasants a re 
threatening landowners, unions are 
threatening everyone . . . last week, en-
couraged by Communist labour leaders, 
700 sailors and marines holed up for two 
days yelling 'We want reforms . . . we 
want food.' Many landlords stand ready 
to defend their property against peasant 
invasion . . . Goulart has nationalised oil 
refineries . . . he is campaigning for 
sweeping constitutional reforms t h a t 
would enfranchise millions of illiterates 
. . . one of Goulart's most explosive moves 
was to take over idle farmland along 
Federal highways, railroads and reser-
voirs . . . to the peasants President 
Goulart's loudly touted decree is simply 
a licence to grab the land." 
ISpecial Note: the "Time" magazine 

article was written before the counter-
revolution started. But it accurately 
pinpoints the intentions of the big 
landlords and millionaires to defeat t he 
Government's plans to aid the people.] * * * 

THE PATTERN 
i rPHE Brazilian reactionary revolt fits 

into the pattern of Latin American 
politics since the first world war. Military 
dictatorships existed as virtually police-
men for the imperialist plunderers who 
waxed fa t on the wealth of the area 
whilst keeping the population in poverty 
and oppression. 

But the people, especially the peasants, 
were all the time striving for better con-
ditions with many important successes. 

The military regimes in many countries 
were ousted: Trujillo in the Dominican 
Republic; Armas in Guatemala; Somozo 
in Nicaragua; they were also overthrown 

(Continued on Page Six) 

Looking through the smoke 

TT looks as if we'll have to charge 
ninepence for the Irish Democrat 

next month. The only thing that 
might save it is an exceptionally big 
donations column. 

The simple t ruth is that it is costing us, 
when all expenses are added up, more 
t han sixpence to produce each copy. The 
difference is made up by patriotic Irish 
people who send donations. 

But the gap is getting tod wide to be 
bridged that way. We have not Increased 
our price since February 1956. The evil 
day has been put off thanks to Increased 
circulation. But now we are being badly 
caught up on. Unless the wholesale dis-
tributors who refused some years ago to 
handle the Democrat remove their boycott 
ŵ e cannot hope for the further circulation 
increase tha t would be necessary to keep 
the price down for a further period. 

A pity. We regret it as much as you 
do. Sixpence is a nice handy coin, and 
ninepence is awkward. But what can we 
do? 

THERE may be readers who say, "Look 
at the size of the 'Daily Express'—that 

sells for threepence." The answer is of 
course tha t daily papers depend on adver-
tising, and the advertising on any one 
page will pay for all the paper and all 
the print of that page millions of times 
over, so that the threepence you pay may 
be all profit. 

The Democrat does not carry advertis-
ing. Tha t means that though you pay 
for all the space in it, you get all the space. 
You don't buy eight pages and find four 
of them filled with adverts you don't want 
to read. Every scrap of the Irish Demo-
crat is good reading matter, not lies 
about the goodness of somebody or other 's 
whisky or pork pies. 

Moreover, being free from advertising, 
we are free from its corruption. When 
Irish national endeavours were not getting 
a good press in Britain, it was not possible 
for some manufacturer to ring us up and 
say, "pipe down on that strong Republican 
line or I'll withdraw my advertising." 

T h a t is what makes the irieh Demount 
different. I t is different because the 
reader pays for everything tha t Is in It, 
and everything tha t is in it is for him. 
He has absolute control of the editorial 
policy of this paper. If the Irish workers 
in Britain do not buy it, it folds up. 

Tha t fact that it has not folded up. 
and not missed an issue in years is 
a proof that the Irish people themselves 
have voted for its continuance. 

We ask you to vote for that again. 
Particularly w ^ a s k our fa i thful regular 

readers to explain what the Irish Demo-
crat is about, and draw the at tent ion of 
those who have not read it to the contents 
of this editorial. For naturally people who 
would pay up gladly if they knew why will 
grumble if they do not know the reason. 

AT the same time we want to assure 
readers tha t we have not given up 

our plans for improvement and expansion. 
As soon as possible, after we have the 
benefit of the increased revenue, we will 
consider producing a paper with five in-
stead of four columns per page, making 
the pages a wee bit bigger to accommodate 
them. And we still intend to have a 12-
pager next year, though that will have 
to cost a shilling. 

These are days of change. The deadlock 
which the Irish question sot into a f t e r the 
war seems likely to he broken. Everywhere 
amid the buzz of arguments and expecta-
tions a re ideas first pioneered In the Irish 
Demoorat whose unparalleled educational 
effort teas Influenced a generation. 

It is with keeping that going -and ex-
tending it in the even more critical days 
that lie ahead tliat we are most concerned. 
So It. when we go through our accounts 
for May, we find we have to ask for nine-
pence tn June, we hope readers will reflect 
that ninepence today Is no more than six-
pence in 1956, and pay up cheerlully. 

nUMOUR has it that the Republi-
" cans are considering! launching a 
new movement of » Miitt»» 
ter to Britain, it t* being MfttKl that 
in titties like the Dreamt it ift neces-
sary te treat the exbles m A $eflarat« 
entity f rem the meve*W»»t in trfttanfl. 

If they go ahead with it an important 
new departure will have been made. But 
it will not be as new as recent arrivals 
in London may think. For before the war 
there was an Irish organisation loosely 
linked with Dublin, called Clan na. Gael, 
which held meetings in Hyde Park. It 
grew out of the Irish Republican Defence 
Association with which the late Joseph 
Fowler, who ran the Irish bookshop in 
3t. Giles's High Street, was associated. He 
was deported to Dublin after publishing a 
pamphlet entitled "Bombs and their reper-
cussions." 

* * * 

r p H E idea of the Iiish in Britain as an 
independent political force was pio-

neered by the Connolly Association. 
But it is catching on everywhere today. 
Plans are under way for a conference 

of Irish organisations on how to advise 
the Irish to vote in the election. 

The Connolly Association has already 
held several such conferences, and the 
preotical results »f ope ol them are pub-
lished on Page Eight this month. 

It will be generally conceded that while 
we have no friends to speak of in the 
Conservative Party we have a number in 
the Labour and other opposition parties. 
The best tactic Is to help our friends in 
the opposition to win the majority to their 
point of view. Tha t cannot be done if we 
are grudging in our support for a Labour 
government, although we know.it will not 
do all we desire. 

* * * 

I'liHE television programme of March 24th 
gave me the impression of imperialist 

apologetics. Yet I talked to Londoners 
who had "simply no idea" that things were 
like that In Ireland when the British held 
the whole of it. 

The sedate "Listener" also seemed to 

A LONDON DIARY 
BY 

KILLESHANDRA 

the minimum fare on a bus is £1, apd 
you put down a ten-pound note for a 
packet of cigarettes. 

Then there will be a decimal coinage. * * * 

think the lid was l i f ted too high. There 
was "canting" towards Sinn Fein, said 
their commentator, and "the English were 
not responsible for ALL Ireland's troubles." 
It was of course enough for them to be 
responsible for the starvation and disper-
sal by death or emigration of two and a 
half million people in a decade, and quite 
wrong to blame them if Thomas 
O'Flaherty's cat had two kittens instead 
of tliree. T h e indignation w:ith which they 
rebut the latter charge cap be set agains t 
their imeasiness on the fir^t. 

But what does it all amount to? A 
"misunderstanding among Christian neigh-
bours." Well t hen what about Christian 
England getting something done about the 
" misunderstanding " in the six counties? 
Christian England won't even make an 
investigation into it. And in effect the 
B.B.C. belittles present iniquities by con-
centrating attention on those which were 
put right against, the will of the British 
Government through the struggle of the 
Irish people themselves. 

* * * 

r p H E prospect of the Irish Democrat 
costing ninepence puis me in mind ol 

decimal coinage. What can you buy with 
a halfpenny? Nothing. What can you buy 
with a penny? Nothing. Wha1 indeed Can 
you buy with a threepeny piece? It's not 
any use getting on a London bus with 
one. 

Sixpence? "Irish Democrat must be 
about the last monthly published for six-
pence. "Tribune" Is a shilling So i.s the 
• New Statesman." The Irish Times" is 
now a sixpenny daily. It surely won't he 
long before the "London Times" is the 
same. 

And. come to think of it. what can vou 
buy with a pound note? The Royal Mint 
is now turning oirt a tenner to match the 
uew fiver. The time can't be far off when 

A MOST welcome and appreciated letter 
comes in from Tom Filfold, who 

is chairman of the Southwark Trades 
Council. He writes:— 

"I wish it te be known boy much I 
appreciated the excellent talk on (livyi-
minatjon and other undemocratic practices 
carried Q\it by the Tories in Nortliern Ire-
laod given to our Trades Council by Bro. 
Robert Rossiter. 

'<1 weuld Irfce to oongratwtate the Oen-
nolly Association oil its campaign in .the 
Labour movement, and its practical ap-
proach to the problems o< Irish unity and 
mdiiRenjienee." 

Robbie Rossiter can be heqrd most Sun-
days at Hyde Park around 3.30 p.m. 

* * * 
i CROWD of London hoodlums creaJted 

- » havoc in Clacton more or less for fun. 
There are plenty of laws on the Statute 
Book to suppress this kind of thing. But 
thev were not used. 

Almost the same day British bombs 
razed Yemen villages af ter blaring worapn 
and children from their homes with loud-
speakers fixed to zooming aircraft. Tli^y 
got ten minutes to get out. 

Is here any connection between the two 
events? 

* * * 

JONDON Cvpriots have been reprcwed 
j l-v the "London Times" for demon-

strating against the British policy *of 
trying to partition tliat country while 
tluwinK the blame on to others. 

fine of their leaders told me that the 
most sycophantic of the great national 
dailies refused to print a correction of 
some blatant mis-statements it had made 
because it was its "policy to support 
partition." 

But when a thyusand pf them msjc lyd 
through London tl»ey hit t^e e^itoriaif-

What if the two hundred thousand 
Irish organised and marched through 
London? T h a t will be the day! 



4 T H E IRISH D E M O C R A T May 1964 

IN DEFENCE 
W H O KILLED BRENDAN BEHAN ? 

Listen first to Rene McColl of the " Daily 
Express": 

"I mourn the death of my friend Brendan 
Behan . . . If ever a man did himself in as 
surely as though he picked up a revolver and 
blew his brains out, it was Brendan." 

The explanation ? He was "enslaved by the alcohol 
that has now killed him," and suffered from "what seemed 
to amount to a compulsive death wish." -So he "com-
mitted hari kari the liquid way." 

Around the obituary written by his mourning friend 
the art staff had grouped pictures of Behan in various 
stages of intoxication. 

It is as well therefore to pay attention to the medical 
report. Leaving aside for the moment who killed Behan, 
what killed him were jaundice and diabetes. 

Diabetes is one of the most dreadful burdens a man 
can carry. Owing to the degeneration of certain special 
cells in the pancreas, the sufferer cannot digest sugar. 
Consequently energy foods do him no good. He grows 
so weak that he passes out unless constantly injected with 
insulin (taken from the pancreas of an animal) and if 
he takes too much of that he passes into a coma. There 
is no relaxation for such people; they must always be 
watching themselves. And one of the symptoms can be 
an overpowering desire to eat, or to drink—the body is 
craving the sugar that it cannot digest. 

So when we talk of hari kari, let us think for a moment 
of the medical report. And there may be those who will 
ask further, where did Behan get diabetes, where did the 
degenerative changes begin that placed his health on this 
constant needle-edge Of jeopardy ? They may be tempted 
to answer—in a British jail. 

• • 
"TpHE Irish literary movement began in earnest in the 

'eighties with the aristocracy arid upper middle class, 
and drew its most typical representatives successively 
from the bourgeoisie, the white-collared workers and the 
proletariat, as the centre of gravity of the national struggle 
moved irtm Parnellian Home Rule to the I.R.B. and 
Connolly Socialism. 

Behan was its latest, and probably last, child, for 
things will now presumably take another course. He was 
steeped in the literary tradition. His uncle Peadar 
Kearney composed the national anthem, "A soldier's song," 
which appeared in the separatist journals early this cen-
tury. He belonged to the popular ballad tradition which 
long preceded but was temporarily outshone by the 
sophisticated brilliancies of Yeats and his well-off friends. 

Another uncle, P. J. Bourke, ran the Queen's theatre, 
Which was in roughly the same relationship to the Abbey 
a* the songsters of the O'Sullivans' Irish Nation were to 
Yeats and Russell. He staged old Irish melodramas for 
a largely working-class audience, which nearly always 
included Behan's parents. And in this working-class 
family there was much of that independent cultural 
tradition which brought into Dublin as no other city 
something of the natural life of the countryside. 

But what must be remembered, and it is something 
forgotten or ignored in the psycho-analytical ingenuities of 
Yeats and Joyce exegetists, is that the history of the 
literary movement was part and parcel of the history 
of the national movement. The skill of Yeats did not 
diminish when the terrible beauty was born, but his 
primacy in the literary movement did. In the days of 
war the compromiser found no place. And then in the 
days of civil war the clear trumpet calls of the ballad-
writers in turn sounded false. The flickering, questing, 
unsatisfied humanism of O'Casey, pessimistic, offering no 
easy way out, served the purpose of liberating an age 
suffering the confusion of defeat from its dogmatic 
consciousness of itself. Thus O'Casey freed the mind and 
left the body where it was. 

• • 
rrHROUGHOUT O'Casey's work, from the time that in 

his "History of the Citizen Army," he condemned 
Connolly's stand in 1916 as a betrayal of socialist principles, 
is the conception that the nation struggle leads only into 
a blind alley of hatred and division. 

The events that formed his ^outlook were the Home 
Rule Party's betrayal of national unity and its alignment 
with the employers in 1913; the Sinn Fein attitude to 
the working class summarised in De Valera's curt "Labour 
must wait"; and the tragic events of 1922 when, at the 
behest of a British politician, Irishmen drew swords on 
their brothers for continuing to claim what they them-
selves had claimed before. 

For all O'Casey's artistic genius it seems to this writer 
that his was the wrong political conclusion. It was not 

that Connolly was wrong in going right in to give working-
class leadership to a national revolution. It was that the 
respectable trade unionists, above all the Belfast men who 
supported the imperialist war, were wrong in not support-
ing him. The working class through Connolly claimed 
its position. Through Tom Johnson, himself likewise a 
man of great personal integrity, it relinquished it. And 
all the rest followed. Labour had to wait, because it had 
voluntarily gone outside the door where the decisions 
were being made. 

It would not be exaggerated to say that in O'Casey 
is seen the outlook of the "Labour Left" of 1922-27. 

But there was also a Republican left. Its foremost 
representatives were Mellows and Peadar O'Donnell. 
These wanted Labour to take back the position claimed 
by Connolly and relinquished by Johnson. Whereas some, 
for instance that fine patriot Sean Russell, tried so to 
speak to remain in 1922 and re-enact the last scene of the 
tragedy nearer to the heart's desire, which meant merely 
fighting harder with more men and better organisation, 
there were others who tried to reconstruct the front 
Connolly and Pearse built up in 1916. 

Within the Republican movement these trends con-
tinued over the years, the left steadily gaining influence 
until the ill-fated year of 1934 when the left Republicans 
felt they must choose between the friendship of the 
Republican right and that of the Labour movement, 
whence the short-lived Republican Congress. • 

It was just before the split, in the crisis year of 1932, 
that Brendan Behan, then a chirpy little boy of ten, joined 
the Republican youth movement, Na Fianna Eireann. 

The hero of the Fianna was its first organiser, Liam 
Mellows. 

* * 
TN these early years, according to one of the leaders of 

the Fianna, Seamus G. O'Kelly, Brendan Behan began 
to write. 

Writing was part of his political life as a Republican. 
The Fianna published a monthly magazine to which Behan 
contributed regularly from the age of twelve. At this 
time he so impressed his teachers at the school run by 
the French Sisters in North William Street, that they told 
his mother, "You are rearing a genius." 

These were days of heavy unemployment in Dublin, 
not perhaps involving the mass poverty of 1913, but some-
thing less universal and harder felt by those who suffered 
it. They were days of tension. De Valera came to power 
in 1932 and the opposition were not long organising a 
right-wing physical force organisation for toppling him 
over. These eventually became notorious as the blue-shirt 
organisation of General O"Duffy. It must be said defi-
nitely, since it is not appreciated in Britain, that the Irish 
Republican Army, whether it was a question of the left 
wing who wanted the working-class alliance, or the right 
wing who wanted more effective military organisation, 
was unanimously anti-fascist. Perhaps if fascism had not 
been so quickly defeated in Ireland its opponents would 
have thought longer before dividing among themselves. 
That is for future historians to argue out. 

What must be understood is that political tensions give 
rise to personal tensions. The strain of a social dilemma 
on young people who naturally want a quick solution 
explains the sudden shifts of allegiance which appeared, 
the turnover of personnel, and the recriminations which 
followed. 

O'Kelly states that the first time Behan was found 
guilty of taking too much drink was just before he left 
the Fianna. Its strict romantic discipline and vague social 
aspirations were insufficient for him now. He joined the 
seemingly manlier I.R.A. where he could "do something 
for Ireland" now. His future biographer may seek a 
connection. 

* ¥ 
j N the I.R.A. Behan acted as messenger for the Chief 

of Staff, Sean Russell. Even after the withdrawal of 
some of its best members, including Frank Ryan, when 
the Republican Congress was formed, there still remained 
a substantial "left" in the I.R.A. It was impossible for 
it to be otherwise. The intertwining of the national and 
working-class struggle is the essence of the politics of 
modern Ireland. By the same token there were always 
in the Labour movement, even among Belfast Protestants, 
those who stood for the precedence of the struggle for 
national independence, so confidently proclaimed by 
Connolly. 

In 1939 the I.R.A. announced its intention of carrying 
the war against British imperialism into British territory 
with a campaign of violent destruction, first of military 
and strategic objectives, later of non-military property. 

It is widely believed among republicans today that 
this campaign was ill-conceived and did more harm than 
good. But it is necessary to understand that those who 

< lse 

took part in it were Irish 
they were doing would help tc 
imperialism. 

Among - them were some 
sensitive spirits in Ireland, t< 
other cause would be anathemj 
British Press came not from a s 
of the attack, but from a guilty 

The picture of Brendan 
Liverpool at the end of 1939 wi 
is of a lively, irrepressible yo 
mercurial impressionable mann 
of purpose. Impressionable 
"Borstal Boy" he gives a fm 
Republican whose self-disciplint 
himself apart from all the di t 
English jail till he was ready t 
struggle. Behan was not like 
craved above all else. His wr 
of the world ; and he, like a mir 
facing it. He was roughly mar 
threatened by fellow-prisoners 
were as nothing in comparlo 
patriotism, but in time he beca n 
rumbustiousness of personality, 
courage whose connection with 
with sharp insight. 

iQN his release in 1942 he returi ed home and immediately 
resumed his Republican aciivities. 
Lest any think this is a sjnall matter it should be 

o did not. The life of 
had spent the intervening 

said that there were many ufi 
one Borstal institution where he 
years is of course not to be Compared with that of a 

OF 
patri|ts who believed that what 

free Ireland from British 

the most educated and 
whom violence in any 
The howl of fury in the 

of the unprovokedness 
onscience. 

Ijehan who came over to 
h a suitcase of explosives 
ngster of sixteen, whose 
r concealed a real depth 
ould be the word. In 

picture of the Belfast 
was perfect and who held 
Tactions of life in an 
go home and resume the 

this. Companionship he 
ling is a dazzling mirror 

, was only alive through 
ifiandled in Liverpool jail, 

whose own peccadilloes 
n with an Irishman's 
e popular through, sheer 
and a dash of physical 
its opposite he analysed 

tony and senselessness of 
been frequently exposed, 
en years for his political 

prison. The grey, sadistic mom 
the British prison system has 
but it goes on. If a man does 
beliefs and comes out to resumi? the struggle, then he is 
a hero. Some do it. More do not. What Behan did is 
not to sneeeed at-r-especially vhen one recalls that the 
twenty-six counties during "the Emergency" as it was 
called was not a very safe place ifor militant republicans. 

Within a week of his release he was working once 
more foT the I.R.A. and owing to a misunderstanding 
pulled a revolver on a policeman. 

He was sentenced to fifteen years' penal servitude, 
and indeed, he stated recently that he would probably have 
suffered the death sentence but for the influence of his 
father with Oscar Traynor, then Minister for Justice. 

He remained in prison until the amnesty of 1945. 
Again he tot* up his work for the I.R.A. In 1947 he 

was engaged on a delicate mission in the North of England 
and was captured after a brief straggle in Manchester and 
sentenced to three months. 

On his return he worked at his trade of house-painter 
for a while and then began the task of transferring to 
paper some of the varied experiences of fifteen years. 

J^EHAN began to write seriously while held in Mountjoy, 
Arbour Hill and the Curragh Characteristically, when 

he came his first play was written as a service to the 
Republican movement. , 
* Q-jKelly recalls that it was vritten in two nights for 
a Barnes and McCormack m< norial concert held on 
FebriiSry 23rd, 1947, The effect af the execution of these 
men on Behan when he was i i prison in Liverpool is 
told touchingly in "Borstal Bo ." He knew they were 
innocent, for he knew that th ;e who had caused the 
explosion were safe back in Ir< and. They died because 
they refused to give up the • Republican status as 
prisoners-of-war, for which wh !e we may regret their 
unyielding dogmatism, we must tyimire their courage. The 
new play by an unknown author'did not attract a good 
audience in the arctic winter of 1947, but it seems to have 
confirmed Behan's faith in himself as a• writer. 

But what was the task before the Irish writer ? What 
were his duties ? Where did the vocation lead ? 

In the early years of the century when "Cathleen na 
Houlihan had the march of a queen" there was little 
problem. Here was Ireland, there was British imperialism, 
and the sooner the one got to grips with the other the 
better. 

Now all had changed. England had not imposed on 
Ireland her culture—yet—but she was increasingly impos-
ing her great lie, the lie that Ireland was freed by the 
alleged settlement of 1922, and that all the disappointments 
of her people we*e in the nature of any national revolution 
that could lead only to disappointment. , 

A regular school of self-denigration was beginning to 
emerge in Ireland. 

Behan never joined it. 
His next play was written in Irish. 

BRENDAN 
* BEHAN 

J^EHAN was not only a fine prose-writer but a fine poet 
in Irish. His fondness for Dublin slum-boy's wit not-

withstanding, he never offered insults to things that matter. 
Among the things that mattered to him was the Irish 

language, and in this he was a true son of the Republican 
movement. 

But how many people would attend a play in Irish ? 
How many knew it well enough to read it in the language ? 

Enough to keep the playwright's breeches whole in 
the rear and buy him a pint of porter ? 

Hardly. Here was the dilemma of so many unestab-
lished Irish writers. The language might be healthy 
enough to support writers on the basis of the old economics 
of the nineteenth century, with cheap paper and cheap 
printing. Today editions must be large. Performances 
must be many. This was the day of the gramophone, radio, 
television and art was as mass-produced as anything else. 

Not only was an Irish writer dependent for his living 
on the English-speakers in Ireland. He was dependent on 
the British market. 

Behan translated his play and called it "The Quare 
Fellow." 

The Abbey rejected it. It was first played at the small 
Pike Theatre in Baggot Street and about 2,000 people saw 
it over a few weeks. 

Then the manuscript was sent to Joan Littlewood at 
Stratford. 

* * 
,rjpHE "Daily Telegraph" wrote :— 

"There will always be a certain amount of doubt about 
how much Brendan Behan's play masterpiece, 'The Quare 
Fellow' owes to Joan Littlewood . . . it took her some 
months to knock it into shape for the stage." 

But it had been on the stage in Dublin. 
Of his second play, "The Hostage," the "Manchester 

Guardian" wrote in the same vein :— 
"The second play, 'The Hostage,' began as a com-

missioned work in, Irish for the small theatre run by 
a Gaelic organisation at the Darner Hall, Dublin. 
Altered, adapted, and dressed for the table by Joan 
Littlewood, it went on at Stratford and appeared to 
be just what the jaded palate of the London critics was 
waiting for." 

Miss Littlewood has been unstinting in her recognition 
of Behan's literary genius so that no belittlement of either 
of them should be read into these lines. 

But here is apparent the unhappy fact. What was 
suitable to a Dublin audience was not suitable to a London 
one. Dare we say that the drama of Irish low life had 
to be transmogrified into the "protest against capital 
punishment" and the subtle not-quite-satire of Irish 
humour turned into something comprehensible to the 
Cockney middle-class? 

How else, and from what else can the same "Guardian" 
write : "Then as a playwright, the short cuts began to 
show—the interruption of a song-and-dance routine, the 
corny joke. He defended them as being in the music-
hall tradition, but too often they were the easy way out 
of a situation he had become bored with." 

He had to produce English box-office. 
And like George Bernard Shaw, who knew that busi-

ness far longer than Behan, he knew that a certain propor-
tion of barbed seriousness would go down. Like Shaw 
also, he must stand over the proportionation of entertainer 
to educator. 

Here was a dilemma. Here was the underlying frus-
tration of all Irish writers compelled to appeal to an alien 
audience as well as their own. Like Shaw he "remained 
an Irishman" even at the expense of having to play 
Behan. 

* * 
A NOTHER thing Behan thought mattered was Socialism. 

In "Borstal Boy" that remarkable* personal document 
of the exotic world of early youth, he racalls his "speech 
from the dock" in which he declared not only for Irish 
Independence but for a "Workers* Republic." 

This was Connolly's phrase for Socialism. The issue 
which had split the Republican Congress in 1936 had been 
"The Republic" or the "Workers' Republic," and there is 
little doubt that on balance those who advocated the first 
were more correct. Certainly they were in better accord 
with Connolly who defined two "stages of freedom." But 
Behan had the thoroughgoing spirit of youth, and raised 
his two flags at once. 

Years afterwards workers on strike could always get 
a few pounds for their funds, and he contributed finan-
cially to the support of many good causes, both Socialist 
and Republic. 

Asked on television whether he was a Communist he 
declined to answer—not because he necessarily was one, 
but because like the late Pope John he believed a man 
could co-operate with anybody in any cause that was 
"just and dignified" and because he hated the witch-hunt 
mentality which would have every mother's son of us 
stuck in a strait pigeon-hole. 

His sense of the fullness of life and the complexity of 
human nature forbade the prison-like regimentation of 
which he had seen too much. 

X)UT of all the things Behan thought mattered the most 
important was the united Irish Republic. 

Although when he began to concentrate on his writing 
he ceased to take an active part in the Republican move-
ment, he never budged in his opinions. 

When in London he would occasionally come to Hyde 
Park on a Sunday afternoon and listen to the Connolly 
Association meetings. On one occasion his invective 
silenced a group of Queen's University students and then 
his arguments sent them away with their tails between 
their legs. 

His insight was such that he realised that the main 
centre of struggle for a United Ireland must be the six 
counties. That was the place where British Imperialism 
stood condemned for the world to see. 

Holding these views it was not surprising that he was 
frequently out of sympathy with the fashionable cult of 
"anti-national brainwashing," and despised the weak 
sycophantic mouthings of writers overawed by the omni-
potence of British monopoly finance. But he would show 
enthusiasm at any vigorous defence of Republicanism in 
any field. 

Where was this to be found ? Where was the reflec-
tion of his own views ? In the crowded streets of Dublin 
where he was brought up. As the necessities of the 
writer's craft took him away, so his heart pulled him the 
more. Hence the increasing irregularity of his life. 
Flights to Paris and New York, sometimes with a seeming 
touch of false showmanship—and taxi-tours of the Dublin 
saloons drinking with the ordinary people who adored him 
for being a character. 

Somebody will write a biography of Behan, and assess 
his works later when they have stood a longer test of 
time. By then his wit, charm and extravagance will have 
passed into legend. 

Some of the things he said of himself give a clue to 
the deeper springs of his personality. He was not, he said, 
the psycho-analyst but the patient. Cure him and you took 
his living away. 

And so finally we come to the question of who killed 
Brendan Behan ? It was the false hypocritical society we 
live in, in which a promising writer can only develop him-
self at the cost of constant self-immolation, which so 
isolates his working life from the people that he must 
crash back to them in the conviviality that brings together 
without uniting, a society where the culture of a small 
nation lies so at the mercy oi the commerce of a large 
neighbour that both sides are poisoned by the guilt of the 
unnatural relationship. 

Whether Brendan Behan's writings will live long it is 
too early to say. They w.ll surely survive as a document 
of these very curious days, and perhaps serve as a chal-
lenge to young writers to find a way of combining the 
critical realism of Brendan Behan with the scientific 
optimism of Wolfe Tone. 

FEICREANACH. 
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A fENMAU BALLAD 
(Air: "The Glen of Afcertew") 

£ O M E all ye brave United Men, who'd right your country's wrong, 
I'll sing to you a verse or two which won't detain you long. 

In old Iveleary by the hills my youthful days passed by, 
The Famine came and filled the CHI*—I saw my father die. 
The bailiff with the "dKHbe" c « n e - the bit # « * u n d was gone 
I saw the roof-tree in »«amo-4|i«>crow-bar w«Hi was dsne. 
With neither house i W N F i l l » r e a d 
And on my jacket s o o # 9 m | W c Unioc*fM«W*>m." 
My mother died of bi u«M»e »r»w1l»e town 
Brought for her a Immrnm m # « M Mf>Md iter i n «leo*m. 
I joined the "Red-Cffliti" than—moi*Wr—what Woultf m y father say. 
And I was sent in one short year on service to Bombay. 
I thought to be a pauper was the greatest human curse, 
But fighting in a robber's cause I felt it ten times worse, 
I helped to plunder and enslave those tribes of India's sons. 
And I spent many a sultry rtay blowing Sepoys from our guns. 
I got medals on my breast for serving in this campaign, 
And next—I'm found in the far Woat a*oldiertn* again— 
With taoious Qaptaio BHly V. I joined the Fenian band, 
And swore one day to Strike a blow to free my native land. 
Back in this sinking isle again whers vultures drink our blood 
My friondt ape scattered, starved or slain—I'm t«ld I'moursed by God. 
How MB it be by God's decree I'm CBfMd. outlawed and banned, 
Because I swore one day to free my trampled Native Land ? 

MY COUNTRYMEN, AWAKE 
BY H.ORCHCE MaoCABTHY 

1 U Y oountrymen awafca, arise, 
1 Our work begins anew; 

Your mingled voices rend the skies 
Yow &Wt* V * tym *nd true. 

You've bravely marched and nobly met 
dur tltttfl 'gtwn "Mr (nrMiQi 

But, oh, my friends, there's something yet 
For Irishmen to do. * 

As l o a g a s Erin hears the oHnk 
Of base lgn<ftl» »»jMlpi , 

As i m * * «ns dst«*t*d UHk 
Of British**** • . 

As long as of o<u« rightful debt 
One smallest fraction's (W; 

BMW* u s SOU tlffterwnnetlt i i tg yet 
f w 1 MilnMli tj. dife , 

Too long we've borne the servile yoke, 
To* long the slavish chain, 

Tee long in feobio aocents spoke 
And ever spoke in vain. 

Our weaKfebas filled the spoilers' net 
And gorged the Saxon crew 

But, OH, my friends, we'll teach them yet 
What Irishmen can do. 

THf olive branch is in our hands 
The white flag floats above. 

Peacer-PCAce pervades our myriad 
Ahd proud forgiving love. 

Bpt Oh, lot not our foes forget 
"We're men as Christians too, 

Pr<|pa<<ed do for Ireland yet 
What Irishmen oan do. 

bands 

Vole* H to Press Council i l l 

LETTER 
4 CH^RA—'fhe problem of raising 

the status of tffe Irish in Britain 
is linked with the issue of local gov-
erntnetit finance. yrifftjtunatelv the 
Ttfry ettne^ttt^ of ItjcAl lairthtfriti^s it 
one of wllet^Wg interest far the 
banks end bite Arrant boys. Until 
this Is changed we Shall have a hard 
fight before Us. 

When an immigrant arrives in Britain 
he u t i l e s a eototriftwtlbh to the national 
weatth 'of Britain. Bomebwly makes a 
jwoflt oat of h k wot* a » d Is taxed op it, 
while Ht f ren te is personally W well 
But on the other * We of the balance sheet 
lie does not get aq equivalent hand-out. 
Btor the- prcwi^lon pf hfiiistBg, is'tttsisd Cm 
tfce rates ahd Meal authorities spend itoest 
of tflelr rates paying the tatertst charges 
(which are exorbitant) on what they have 
borrowed. . 

There may be an influx of Irish sufflient 
to populate a new town. no hew totvn 
is buftt. Instead wefcrawdtng increases 
and prices go up. If the newcomer will 
not stand for this he is taxed another 
way, in fares and travelling expenses. 
This is all because the central Government 

Will not allow the local councils to do their 
duty. The central Government could jdo 
away with racial hatred tomorrow by 
giving lo#eU authorities grants for housing 
or lower Interest rates. 
i i p a E consistently anti-Irish tendency of 
-*- many local papers serves the purpose 
of shifting the blame for housing scarci-
ties off the shoulders of the Tory Govern-
ment and on to the newcomers. As long 
as these newspapers are allowed to get 
away 'with ft, there «an be no unity of 
British and Irish wortters for the pro-
vision of adequate housing which, af ter 
all, this landlords' Government does not 
wanV I t wants to keep ren ts up. 

Although much has been done by the 
tfrest London branch of the Connolly As-
sociation, an*d we can perhaps say that 
things have improved as a result, the 
^robiem Is ®ountrywide. In this situation 
it1 might t e worthwhile to collect evidence 
of disprim^iafcory articles, headlines, etc 
$nd frame a case for the consideration of 
the Press Council. 

May l Urge'all readers of the Democrat 
' t o send in afly cuppings which contain 
derogatory references to the Irish? 

Is mise, le meas 
DESMOND LOGAN. 

London, W.10. 

WOULD COMMENTARY 
in ArganMna, Bolivia, "Brazil, Venezuela, 
COlomWa, Peru and Ecuador. 

,JJn Ouba, the defeat of the Battista 
dictatorship by Fidsl Castro, marked a 
now stage ui Latin-American development. 

Castro deQed WaU street Imperialism 
and today the wealth of the cbllntry is 
being used In tJle interests of the people 
rather than the miffiortaireo. 

At the moment it looks as if the 
generals, millionaires sad landlords wUJi 
the help of foreign ^ayneriaUsqi wni carry 
the day in Brazil. But even If this hap-
pens it will only be for a frhite. 

* ' * " » 

C Y P R U S 
\ I-TKR a period of lull, hostilities ap-

l»'»i i<i htve been resumed in Cyprus. 

The Brittsh' Press tries to place blame on 
Oreek Cypriote, by reporting in the most 
provocative manner. 

The United Nations force has been 
established. 

that the Zurich 
tariof 
Agrti ement must end. 

Further imperialist provocations will 
undoubtedly take place. 

Ireland in U.N.O. and as par t of the 
U.N.CX force in Cyprus can play an im-
portant par t in guaranteeing tha t partition 
is not the solution and tha i the proposal 
of Archbishop Makarlos for sovereignty is 
successful. 

The Dying Rebel 
T H E night w a s dark and the fight was ended, 

1 The moon sfeonedown O'Connell Street. 
I stood alone where brave men perished, 

Those men have gone their God to meet. 

CHORUS: 
My only son was shot in Dublin 

Fighting for his country bold ; 
He fought for Ireland, Ireland only, 

The harp and shamrock, the green, white«Mk«old. 

The first I met was^a grey-haired Fenian 
Looking tor tlis only son. 

I gaid : "Old man,.there is no use searching, 
For up to Heaven your son has gone." 

The old man cried out brokenhearted, 
"Oh God," he cried, going on his knees, 

"I knew my son was too kind-hearted, 
I knew my son would never yield." 

The next I met was a fair young maiden 
Kneeling by her lover's side, 

Praying to God her Heaven}* Father, 
Praying to God his soul to guide. 

The last I met was a dying rebel; 
Kneeling low I heard him cry : 

"God bless my home in dear Cork City, 
God bless the cause for whieh I die." 

AN OLD IRISH HILL IN 
THE MORNING 

By FRANK FAHY 

I'M weary to-night of the sights of the town, 
Though haughty its mansions and high its renown, 
Oh, if some good fairy would just let me down, 

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 
My soul almost sighs for a sight of the sea, 
At dear old Kinvarra or down by Kilkee, 
Or where Moher Cliffs in their majesty f r e e -

Roll back ocean billows ascorning. 

CHORUS 
"An old Irffh hill where the crag is so steep, 
The air is so sweet and the heather so deep, 
Oh, lightly I'd labour and soundly I'd s l e e p -

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 
Those Saxons are hard and their senses are cold, 
Ah<t all that they ask for, or wish for, Is gold, 
Vfhat will eoyer their backs or their stomachs will hold, 

Or what their shrunk shanks is adorning. 
'I miss the glad look and-the grasp of the hand, 
The-heart'tm the lips and the welcome so grand, 
The Oead Mile.Failte the best of the l a n d -

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 
ftomoday when the summer #*o«ds swim in the sky, 
I'tl bid the-stiff Saxon a mergy good-bye, 
And bHthe o'er the ocean and land I will fly 

To the green pleasant land I was born in. 
I'll give the good-byfc to all sorrows and strife 
I'll take from the valley a rosy-cheeked wife, 
And cheerily live all the days of my life— 

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 
And if the day comes for the bold mountaineer 
To strike for the hearts and the things he holds dear, 
And ringing on high in the startled air clear, 

The blast of the bugle f ives warning, 
Oh, Whece could the hoys make « sturdier stand, 
To strike a stout blow for the cause of our land, 
Than massed in their might on the side green and grand— 

On an old Irish hill in the morning. 

IRISH DEMOCRAT MAY COST YOU 
\ 1 / E hope by now that our readers 

do not judge us Just as one 
more commercial newspaper. 

We do not appear each month with a 
view to profit. We endeavour to act a« 
tile voice and defender of the Irish 
•workers in Britain, and it is not extrava-
gant to say tha t ideas we pioneered in 
these columns are being applied wherever 
Irish people foregather. 

So If we have to raise our price it is be-
cause we have to. 

The long and short of it is that as a 
result of a long-continued rise in costs 
over the past eight years ttye margin be-
tween our coet of production and selling 
price has completely disappeared. 

Jn one sentence tt costs more than six-
pence to print each ocpy and get it into 
your hands as a reader -even • when go 
much of our distribution if done unpaid 

NJNEPENCE 
and voluntarily by members of t he Con-
nolly Association. 

So what can we do? 
# * * 

VWJMBF-R of generous donors are 
filling the gap, now runn ing a t £30 

a month. We hope our fr iends will not 
let up this ifionth. If we can possibly 
brint? out another issue a t sixpence we 
will do it. But we ask our readers to ex-
plain our problem to all their fr iends. 

Our thanks to: B. Wilkinson | 0 / - | Hol-
lowly readers 6/-; M. KsAQt 13/6: Lind-
say Aiken £1; K. Allen t /8; M. McKler-
nan 16/6; G. and E. Shields O. Clark 
20/7J Danny Kilcommlns 8/8j J. Haughey 
i /« i 7. Gilligan 2/6; Manehester Headers 
14MS; Mrs. K. Blake 31/-; T. P. Cuddy 5/9; 
t . Q'Sullivan £10; P. Mulligan 2/6. TOTAL 
£ t t «* «d. 

May 1964 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

BOOK PAGE 
Edited by 

Gerard Curran 

1916 MUSICAL TO 
BE STAGED 

A HEW Irislt play, ircthe form o! a mu:i-
cal and historical review, "The 

Easter Rising 1916," will te seen in Lon-
don on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th of June. 
Written and compiled by Eanwnn Mc-
Laughlin and produced toy Raymond Cross, 
it is the first presentation of Dolphin 
Theatre Productions. 

The play is a vigorous account of the 
Irish struggle for national; wdepsndenea, 
with lots of music and new songs, includ-
ing several by Bill Hanson. 

The cast-If an exciting mixture of Irish 
and E n ^ i s i i , J p r o f e s s i o n a l s and ama-
teurs, arid' includes Rosalind Kerry, John 
Commh^^fc i i i ^mifh, ' Larry O'Sowd, 
Briafc . i i l j M ^ l i d & t o MoGrath, King 
Lloyd, .To^a (Mfrjen, David Cohen, Kath-
leen Flynn. Mum! ^ w n . aftd Fred Fallon. 

The miMto pttrftd toy Tom 
M aguire and -athar - musicians associated 
with the Fane Caurte e t f i i -«ami an.l the 
dancers- imtwdoioswml trWt ohantpions. 

This presentation will be In the Toynbee 
Hall, Aldgate East, ttttere there will also 
be anaxhttttlon of photographs and docu-
ments arranged by the auther from 
materials In the Connolly Association I 
archives. 

BEHAN DID NOT "SURRENDER" 
Letter the 'Citizen' would not print 

following letter was sent to the 
"Sunday Citizen" following' their 

publication of a statement bv Hugh 
Delargy, M.P.. to the effect that he 
persuaded Brendan Behan to give 
himself up to the police. 

The writer, Mr. E. Lenihan. one of the 
oldest members of the Connolly Associa-
tion in England, states in it that whatever 
about Mr. Delargy s persuasion, Behan did 
not give himself up to the police, for Mr. 
Lenihan himself saw him being arrested. 

As the "Sunday Citizen" did not see fit 
to print Mr. Lenihan's letter he sent it 
to the Democrat, where it appears below:— 

March 23rd, 1964. 
T \ E A R MR. EDITOR.—As a reader of 

the "Sunday Citizen" and "Reynolds 
News" lor years than I care to remem-
ber, I trust you will give the same 
publicity to my article on Brendan 
Behan as you did to Hugh Delargy in 
yesterday's issue. 

Unless Behan was arrested and tried 
twice in 1947, which I doubt. I am won-
dering where Hugh got his version from. 
All his Irish friends, and many others, 
who met Brendan during his short and 
tempestuous life will certainly have their 
own memories of him. But, In justice 
to his memory, I do not think that any-
one who ever met him would contribute 
to the idea that, to quote Delargy, he 
could be "persuaded" to surrender to 
the police. 

"Surrender!" The word is enough to 

make Brendan turn in his grave. No. 
Mr. Editor, the facts are as follows: — 

In 1947 Brendan Behan was sent by 
the I.R.A. to carry out a certain mission. 
He came first to London where he con-
tacted a well-known and respected Irish-
man who. being unable to assist him. 
sent him to Manchester. He arrived in 
Manchester and appeared at a social 
and dance being held in the Oldham 
Road district, at which Hugh Delargy 
was present: also an old friend oi 
Behan's, Stephen Lally of Connaught 
Ranger fame. 

Behan left tne hall that night with 
Lally. with whom he stayed in Whalley 
Range until he was arrested the follow-
ing Tuesday, It was during this period 
he divulged the reason for his being in 
England, but not all the details. 
"I SPENT practically the whc:e of the 
J - weekend with him, fascinated by his 
eloquence and wit. Though I have had 
the honour and pleasure to have met 
many eloquent Irish men and women 
over the past forty years. Austin Stack. 
David Kent. De Valera, Oliver St. John 
Gogarty, Liam Paul, the Countess, Maud 
Gonne McBride and Gapt. -Monteith of 
Roger Casement fame, he outshone 
them all. 

He often referred to his travels on the 
Continent and in Ireland and England 
and how the presence of a policeman 
or detective, even on a bus or t ram, 
or anywhere in his vicinity, in his own 

I R I S H P O E T R Y r e v i e w e d B Y B R I A N F A R R I N G T O N 
Poems of Joseph Campbell. 
Poems of Samuel Ferguson. 
Poems of Katherine Tynan. 
Poems from the Irish by Douglas Hyde 
The 1916 Poets. 
Dublin. Allen Figgis. 10 6 each. 

r r o me Irish poetry is more than poetry. 
and I am sure tha t I am not unique 

in this. To any Irishman conscious of 
his nationality, poetry means more than 
simply one of the seven arts. I t is the 
very expression of national awareness. 
How many of us have not come to a first 
consciousness of our nationhood through 
poems of some sort, bits of ballad and folk-
song, the stirring or .sentimental verses 
scattered through the pages of the history 
books at school. Moore's tinkling Irish 
Melodies, or the pulse and stride of Yeat's 
rhythms? Our history has been written, 
written out and written up by poets and 
ballad-makers from Thomas D a v s and 
others before him down to Paddy Kearney, 
and when they were not writing our his-
tory our poets and songsters were making it. 

The image of Ireland for which the 
heroes died has always been a poetic one. 
In the story of the slowly mounting tide 
of national revolt all through the nine-
teenth century that culminated in 1916 it 
would be hard to say whether the poets 
led or followed the movement towards Ire-
land's national sovereignty. "We are the 
music makers and we are the dreamers of 
dreams." said that Anglicised drawing-
room pcet Arthur O'ahaughnessy. "Yet we 
are the movers and shakers of the world 
for ever it seems." And the words are 
almost true of Ireland, in those years 
when, long a province, she was becoming 
a nation once again. 

True, we must not sentimentalise or 
exaggerate the role olayed by idealists and 
scribblers. But man cannot light for 
bread alone. The Snowv Breasted Pearl. 
Dark Rosaleen. the Old Grey Woman, Nell 
Flaherty's Drake, the Four Beautiful 
Green Fields, the Red-Haired Man's Wife: 
the iconography of Irish patriotism is 
richer, more human, more poetic and mor e 
alive than ever was tha t frigid amazon 
female Britannia, or even Marianne, the 
vociferating termagent, emblem of the 
French Republic. 

That as a people we are more than 
average inclined to think in metaphor 
and be alive to the echoing beauty of 
memorable words may well be because, as 
Donagh MacDonagh has said, in a nation 
on the run only the portable ai ts can sur-
vive. we have no painting, no sym-
phonic music, no sculpture, yet we have 
the habit of poetry, and in all the great 
moments of our histor.y it has seemed a 
natural thine for the poets to have played 
a leading part 
' ' P H I S being so it is a pity that so much 

of our best-loved poetry should be so 
badly written. Open any anthology of 
Irish verse and you will find all the classic 
features of Victorian English poetry: high-

flown sentiments, resounding rhetorical ex-
clamations and questions, trite rhythms, 
conventional images and words like erst 
and eke and 'lo. The men ride steeds 
instead of horses, there are kine in the 
fields instead of cattle, people have bosoms 
instead of breasts, tresses instead of hair, 
and the landscape is made up of brooKs 
and vales and forests and fountains and 
other un-Irish natural features, so that the 
general effect is more reminiscent of 
Tennyson at his worst than of the reality 
of the Irish scene. 

The influence most obviouiy respon-
sible for all this blurred vision and pre-
tentious style is surely Thomas Moore 
whose Irish Melodies are a classic example 
of the rough-hewn henesty of traditional 
songs being upholstered with plush and 
horsehair to adorn the drawing-rooms of 
Victoria's England. W. B. Yeat's greatest 
service to Irish letters was certainly his 
teaching Irish poets to avoid conventional 
literary imagery and words and to find the 
material of their poetry in the ordinary 
reality about them. And the literary his-
tory of Irish poetry in the last 150 years 
is the story of the development of a 
simpler more native and more powerful 
style of writing, rooted in everyday reality. 
To make a comparison a t random what a 
difference there is between these two pic-
tures of a spring day in Ireland: 

I walked through Ballinderrv in the 
spring-time. 

When the bud was on the tree; 
And I said, in every fresh-ploughed field 

beholding 
The sowers striding free. 

Scattering broadside forth the corn in 
golden plenty 

On the quick seed-clasping soil. . . . 
— (Sir Samuel Ferguson i. 

And: — 
This is just the weather, a wet May and 

blowing, 
All the shining shimmering loaves 

tossing low and high. 
When my father used to say: " 'Twill be 

the great mowing! 
God's weather's good weather, be it wet 

or dry." — (Kathleen Tynani. 
The first, but for the word BalHnderry, 

could be anywhere, Kngland or Fiance or 
Germany, and ilmoat any age. It U the 
idea of spring all right, but no more. 
Whereas in the second you can almost feel 
the wind in your hair and the rain-on your 
cheek. 
I PHE Arts Council of Ireland is to be 

' congratulated on bringing out these 
five volumes of poets whose writings are 
all too littlp known. They are poets of 
very varying appeal to readers today. For 
instance I find it hard to imagine anyone 
reading the longer poems of Sir Safhuel 
Ferguson ul th much.enthusiasm. And yet 
of all the seven poets represented here he 
is the one that Irish letters probably owes 
the most to, for he was the first to make 
ETngllsh poetry so tha t non-Gaellr-speak-

ing Irishmen might share in the nation's 
heritage of legend and romance. It is in 
his songs that he is most alive to as today, 
the words he wrote for airs such as Past-
heen Fionn or the Lark in the Clear Air. 
"I t is my business." he said, "to do what 
I can in the formation of a characteristic 
school of letters for my own country." 

The success of this enterprise can be 
seen in the work of the poets that fol-
lowed him. Douglas Hyde and Joseph 
Campbell in their translations from the 
Gaelic and Campbell in his own poems 
have a racy tenderness and a sense of the 
reality and mystery of life that shows how 
clcse they were to the makers and singers 
ol thp ballads and songs they collected. 
Hyde's translations were only a part of 
his life's work in favour of the Irish langu-
age, some of these are a palimpsest on a 
Gaelic original with the original showing 
through in the ingenuity of double rhymes 
and rhythms and assonances. But the 
best of them stand as fine poems in their 
own right, among the most moving of all 
Irish poetry 

On a green bed of rushes 
All last night I lay. 

And I flung it abroad 
With the heat of the day 

And my love came behind me 
He came from the South; 

His breast to my bosom. 
His mouth to my mouth. 

Joseph Campbell shows the same 
economy, the same simplicity and sen-
suous awareness of the texture of living 
With his friend Herbert Hughes h° col-
lected some of the be.st-known of Irish 
traditional songs. It was he that wrote 
the words of that molt elusive and 
haunting of all Irish melodies. My Lagan 
Love It is a reminder tha t as much Irish 
poetiy has come from the North as from 
the South, and also of the clcse relation 
in Ireland between the man of letters and 
the song writer. A precious thing this, 
and a rare one. 
/ the three 1916 poets it Ls harder to 

speak. "If we do nothing e!se," said 
Patrick Pearse in the Spring of 1916, "we 
will rid Ireland of three bad poets." 
Neither Pearse nor MacDonagh nor Plun-
kett was a bad poet, and it is heartenin? 
to hear that they could laugh at their 
poetry too. But may one reviewer be 
allowed to call in.question the value» that 
they rhymed out in their poems. 

Naked I saw thee 
Beauty of beauty. 
And I blinded my eyes 
For fear I should fail. 
I have turned my fare 
To this road before me. 
To the deed that I see 
And the death I shall die iPears"i 
And we two lovers, long hut one In mind 
And soul are made one only flpsh at 

length; 
Praise God if this my blood fulfils the 

doom 

words, "made his spine tingle w^ith 
dread." It was not a personal animosity 
to any one policeman but a lasting 
dread of what they represented. 

However, he left Lally's house on 
Tuesday evening, together with Lally 
and myself, to do what he had to do. 
We stood talking a t a corner in Moss 
Lane East outside the Queens Hotel, 
when a Vauxhall saloon drew up near 
the kerb. A tall athletic man came 
behind Brendan and grabbed him, lock-
ing his arms right up his back. Three 
more appeared and between them they 
bundled him struggling furiously into 
the car, which shot off in the direction 
of town. There was very little persuad-
ing. to quote Delargy. in this arrest. 
Tiie men concerned were members of 
the Special Squad C.I.D., formed in 1939 
to deal with the I.R.A. outbreak. 

A T his trial a few weeks later he 
was ably defended by. Mr. Eoin 

O'Mahony from Dublin, and got off with 
a very light sentence, three months I 
think. 

I never saw him again, only on tele-
vision. But this is my tribute, if tribute 
it can be called, to the one and only-
Brendan Behan. If only for the sake 
of posterity make it plain to your public, 
Mr. Editor, Behan never surrendered. 

The mission which he unfortunately 
was unable to carry out, was success-
fully dealt with shortly after. 

Yours faithfully, 
EDDIE LENIHAN. 

Manchester, 20. 

MORE ABOUT 
SHAKESPEARE 

T FOUND the article by "Pygmalion" in 
your April issue on "Shakespearean" 

Ballyhoo" of great interest. The opinion 
of Seosamh MacGrainne, one of the lead-
ing contemporary writers In the Gaelic 
language, on this subject adds weight to 
the all too few who like Georee Bernard 
Shaw and your contributor, have resisted 
the orthodox flood of unorlHcal eulogy of 
Shakespeare's role in England's history. 

Freely translated MacGrainme's own ex-
perience of the British-instituted National 
School system in Ireland runs as follows:— 

"They gave us Shakespeare from early 
morning to lats evening. He was always 
in our schoolbags alongside our sand-
wiches in primary school. He wag betwjen 
Caesar and Xenophon in middle school. He 
was with us at coilsge. Always they told 
us that ho was above fault; that he was 
king of tile world's poets. They, triad to 
put him in place of our own national cul-
turfl. . . . When »ill the time come when 
our children will first read our own Tain 
Bo Cuilgne and the Lass of the Fianna, 
before they make the acquaintance of 
Shakespeare?" 

As for Shakespeare's role in the history 
of British demscracy as distinct from Tory 
England, 1 have ofton notod that work-
ing-class writers and orators frequently 
quota Burns or Shelley, or even Milton to 
suppart their demand for sooiai change. I 
have yet to hear or read of anybody 
qjotinc Shakespeare for this purposs. 

Is that enough said? 
Belfast. D.J. 

When you. dark rose, shall redden into 
bloom 

— (To Cathleen Ni Houlihan. Joseph 
Plunkett i. 

Sacrifioe. blood, abnegation, martyrdom, 
s?lf-Immolation and gloom are all too 
often the themes of this poetry, and the 
Ireland the three men so nobly died lor. 
appears in their poems only vaguely as 
a cause tha t reason could justify. Only 
In the noems of MarDonagh. the most ac-
complished of the three do we get away 
from the Cathleen Ni Houlihan vampire 
to an Ireland that was a complex living 
reality. Only MacDonagh communicates 
a mature anguish at leaving life and ite 
poignant ordinariness so soon; 

The songs that I sing 
Should have told you an Easter story 
Of a long sweet sprin? 
With its gold and its feasts and its glory. 
Of th? moons then tha t married 
Green Mav to the mellow September, 
Long noon that ne'er tarried 
Life's hsll and farewell to remember. 
The rest is silence. These are three 

ix>et.s that sacrificed their unwritten 
poetry with life itself to the making of 
history. 
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REPLY 
C1R, — It is only two years now to 

the 50th anniversary of the 
Rfeinji of 1318. I hope that all Irish 
patr iot te organisation* wi l ioome to-
gether to see that it is commemora-
ted M unity. 

But after that my proposal is that 
cammeraoratKihs should cease. Fifty 
years is enough. 

. .»• •«•>••. • • • • 

. My reasons are simple. We are dwell-
ing too miich on death. I always prefer 
the " Wolfe Tone; 6i>mmerooration' in 
Jufae because then we-celebrate the 
birth, n o t tfaedeatb. There is'something 
to be thankful for; something fresh in 
t h e air. Also with the tw« ^ n d r e d t h 
anniversary the commemoration should 
have been transferred to Phoenix Park 
Dublin, the city where he was bom. 

There is another objection to commem-
orating deaths which is of. deep impor-
tance to the unity of the Irish people. 
Catholic anfl Proteatant have -sharp dif-
ferences about how people leave this 
world, but are in full agreement about 
•how they cCttK 'ih^^f./ii i ' * -

Xte 'not Joking. A death has to be 
commemoioted too often in a cemetery 
and the cemetery is either Catholic or 
Protestant, and if it is Protestant the 
Catholics wont attend, and if it Is 
Catholic the Protestants Woflft attend. 
Of course there are some br^ve spirits 
on either side. * <* 

My proposal is that you should forget 
all about the day OotwoUy was shot after 
I M f c a n d commemorate the day he was 
born. And as for Easter, there is going 
t o bfe d f lxed Easter anyway" but I would 
say if there must be a commemoration 
make it on the Monday, or better simply 
choose April 24th. 

If only we had sometimes the cour-
age to change something, our national 
traditions would grow stronger instead 
of weaker. And t absolutely applaud 
your Association for commemorating the 
Smashing of the Van- in September 
though why youTsupport the wailing cere-
mony in November I do not know. 

Yours, , 
AUTOLYCUS 

(Lancashire). 
(A provocative letter. What do 

readers think?—Editor). 

SEQUEL TO MANCHESTER CONFERENCE 
A NUMBER of Labour prospective candidates in Lancashire have given favourable answers 

to questions addressed to them regarding their policy towards Ireland. The questions were 
asked by Manchester Connolly Association. 

Irish struggle for 

continue 

our 

1 i 

CATHER EAMON 6ASEY Mid the 
• Stone* Irish Satiety of which 
he is prasMwtt, deserve eongratula-
U M ' ^ . l i a success of their annual 
St. Patrick's Pay celebrity concert 
which attracted no tew than 1.206 
Irish people and their friends from 
the town and surrounding country-
side. 

Among those present were Mr. A. 
Peoner Brockwey, M P , oad the pros, 
pecttae Conservative candidates Bur 
Anthony Meyer and Lady Meyer. 

Compere was Mr. Kevin Hilton and 
among the artiste* were Josephine Scan-
ion (soprano), Michael Murphy (tenor) 
and Olive Cullen (harpist). 

The Artane Boys -Band were also pre-
sent. 

In a short address Rather Kennelly 
said: "The aim of our society, which is 
growing every week, is to bring Irish 
culture to Slough." 

And a very worthy aim, too. 

the coldest weather of 
the coldest Easter since 1883, 

several hundreds gathered in Trafal-
gar Square to commemorate the 
Easter Rising on Sunday, March 29th 
this year. 

The usual procession was dispensed 
with this year owing to the earliness of 
Easter. But members of the "Old I.R.A." 
provided a colour party and the procla-
mation was read from the plinth by Mr. 
Michael Casey. 

Chairman was Mr. Prank Short of 
Birmingham and the oration was deli-
vered by Mr. Frank McCabe who said: 
"Our struggle for national independence 
is still uncompleted . . . our dead will not 
permit us to rest until we have finished 
the work they started." 

The demonstration was organised by 
the United Ireland Association. 

ITIHE Sinn Fein organisations in London 
commemorated the Easter Rising 

with a concert on Easter Sunday after-
noon, and a meeting at Wandsworth. 

The Connolly, Association held a meet-
ing on Easter Monday in Hyde Park at 
which the speakers were Joseph Deighan, 
Sean Redmond and Desmond Greaves, 

An appeal was made for the United 
effort of all Irish people, irrespective of 
political affiliation, to accomplish the pro-
gramme set out in the 1916 Proclamation. 
Nobody could disagree with it, so all 
should work for it, said the main speaker, 
Mr. Redmond. 

They include Mr. Will Griffiths, 
M.P. (Manchester Exchange), and 
Mr. E. A. Fitch, M.P. (Wigan). 

The enquiry was addressed to them 
in the following terms: 

"At a recent conference 
unanimous agreement was 
reached that the Irish should ex-
pect two agreements from pros-
pective candidates as a condition 
of their support. These are: 

(a) To support an enquiry by the 
Westminster Parliament into the 
allegations of religious and poli-
tical discrimination in Northern 
Ireland. 

(b) To accept Mr. Lemass' appeal for 
British political parties to give 
an undertaking that they would 
not enforce partition when Irish-
men were agreed on ending it." 

Among the candidates or agents 
who gave the necessary undertaking 
were Messrs. Alf Morris (Wytfieif-
shawe), Michaelson (Moss Side), 
MacMillan (Bolton West), Cllr. P. J. 
Donoghue (Fylde West), and Aid. 
Peter Mahon, ex-Mayor of Bootle 
(Preston South). Mr. J. E. Nally 
(Leigh) promised to give the matter 
consideration in consultation with 
his candidate. 

Mr. Leslie Hale, MP. (Oldham) de-
clined to promise his support for the 
Irish, demands, and a number of 
other members and candidates have 
not yet replied. Of these a number, 
such as Mr. Leslie Leven, M.P., and 
Mr. Frank Allaun, M.P., are well--
known to have supported the Irish 
cause for many years and further in-
dications from them would of course 
be superfluous. 

DISCRIMINATION against Irish 
people IN Britain came to the 

fore at the reseat annual .mooting of 
the Irish County Associations when 
chairman Mr. M. Quinn said that: 

"though as individuals we may be more 
highly regarded in the community than 
ever before, I deeply regret that there 
is a strong (though often hidden) bias 
against us as a nation." 
Mr. Quinn referred to the custom of 

certain sections of the press to mention 
an Irishman's nationality if he did some-
thing anti-social or discreditable, when 
it would be suppressed if he had another 
nationality. 

He said magistrates nuuto unfair com-
ments, and that notices were to he seen 
saying "Rooms to let—Irish need net 
apply." '-j 

POLITICAL POWERS 
"There is one way above all which 

would he most effective m obtaining fair 
trwtment for the Irish and that is by 
the use of our political powers," the 
chairman continued. 

Before 1914, he said, there were Irish-
men by the hundred on local councils 
and in political parties The million 
Irish-born people in Britain today had 
the potential to force the political par-
ties and other institutions to give them 
their due. 

He urged the compilation of ah Irish 
electoral register and means to advise 
voters to oppose parties who nationally 
or locally adopted an anti-Irish attitude, 
irishmen should be encouraged to sit on 
local government committees, and a 
conference of all Irish organisations 
shbuld be called to consider further 
action. 

PROCLAMATION SHOULD BE OPERATED" 
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y O U N G Irish people wore advised 
1 not to look backwards to (re-

land's last effort for freedom, hut 
forward to the next one, in a t9l6 
Commemoration lecture organised by 
the Connolly Association at the 
A.C.T.T. Hall, Soho Square, London, 
on Easter Sunday, March 29th. 

In the chair was Joseph Deigljan, 
President of the Connolly Association, 
who told the gathering that history ^ras 
a science, and from a study of itohat 
happened in the past and its present 
consequences, it was possible to work |out 
a successful line of action to bring .the 
future we wanted. 

In the course (of his lecture , on 
"Socialism and Nationalfsm in the Idea.s 
of James Connolly and their appllcaUon 
to the world today." Editor of the "trish 
Democrat", Mr. Desmond Greaves laid 
that there was a great ferment of ideas 
in Ireland today, especially in the 
counties. Political parties and gr< 
were multiplying and discussing tl 
their fathers would never have thought 
of. A superficial impression wfts of <®n-
fusion. But there was no confusion. Ideas 
were being brought out and aired. ' 

The position reminded him in s<Jme 
respects of the period between 1910 and 

1913 when that great Republican periodi-
cal "Irish Freedom" opened its columns 
to all bona fide separatists who had 
something to say about the coming revo-
lution in Ireland. Hie struggles of 1768, 
1848 and 1867 had. passed into history. 
It was no longer a question of going 
back In time but looking forward. He be-
lieved, that the present Intellectual fer-
ment would lead to a new clarity. 

r I THERE would be the need for tjew 
* answers to old questions -as well as 

the formulation and answering of new 
questions. In this connection he made 
ah appeal to the young people to help 
creMe a new "scientific" republican 
literature. J 

When a revolution was over one could 
afford to be sentimental about it. When 
it was being worked for only science 
could light the way. At present there 
was a renewed Interest in Irish affairs 
in Britain. A spate of "brainwi 
and whitewashing" books had gpi 
The usual technique was to admit jtyr-
mer evils in order to disguise present 
ones, end Implicit was the idea that the 
Irish question was now settled. Therefore 
an antl-lmperiallst literature must 'be 
created as quickly as possible, to put into 
the hands of the friends of Ireland the 

answers to the pro-Imperial brainwashers. 
He referred to Connelly's conception 

of the "Two stages of freedom" and read 
extracts from the Proclamation of the 
Republic to show that Connolly lost his 
life in an attempt to establish the first 
of " them—an independent national de-
mocracy. That had still not been 
achieved. The advantage of having an 
independent legislature at Leinster House 
wtf largely negatived by the partition of 
the country, and the constant subjec-
tion of the Leinster House executive to 
th4 dictates of British big business. That 
wap what was known as neocolonialism 
and Connolly long ago warned against i t 
Cqimolly believed that all capital whose 
owners did not offer unconditional alle-

to the Republic should be 
ionalised. In talking of a revolution 

thfc speaker said he was not urging 
bloodshed, he meant a radical social 
change in which the programme of the 
PTNlamation of 1016 would be put into 
operation In a united Ireland. That was 
a revolution every Irishman should work 
fc& and the British working class move-
ment should give every support. The way 
toward would soon emerge from the 

lng ferment of Ideas, 
long and lively discussion followed 

the lecture. 

s. 


