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CASEMENT'S REMAINS 
GO 

SHADOW Foreign Secretary, Mr, P | 
^ pursue further fti initiative of 
Casement to Ireland. 

N.C.C.L. 

He tow constituents of Mr. Arthur W. 
Ham) early In March that "if there \*l 

t of the Irish people to have Casements 
think there ean be any objection by th< 

ly not by myself or Mr. Lewis." 
4n the event of the return possessor of 
' a Labour afmai fcent to brains in 

r, Mr. Gtfdon W a l l * of the 
Id in all probability ba the many «f 

oreign Secretary, and as such "eminence 
would have the making «f the Momentary' 
decision himself subject only It Will b e ' 
to the Ggfelnet. when SO 

Mr. CMflm Walker Is the a few yc 
i n 

of the keenest 
per leadership 
rty, and is by 
garded as the 

of the Par-
y-

embered that 
lome Secretary 
;o Mr. Gordon 

thing he artdertook to have 
d»ne was dohe. 

r F H E annual conference of the 
National Council for Civil 

Liberties, which resets on,May 
9 th is to be asked io press fur-
ther the demand for a commis-
sion of enquiry into political 
and religious discrimination in 
the six counties of north-east 
Ireland 

Mr, MSrtln Ennals, general sec-
retary of the Council, was present 
at the House of Commons when 
the Nationalist M.P.s came to press 
this demand in January of this 
year. 

Previously he had made a tour 
of the six counties which caused 
widespread a larm in Unionist 
circles. 

The Council is also being asked 
to consider the possibility of call-
ing a conference to press the need 
lor an enquiry on the Government. 

The National Council for Civil 
Liberties Is the most influential 
body for democratic advance in 
Britain, and recently Issued an 
appeal for more afflliaUons and 
donations In order to fur ther Its 
work. Its adders* Is 4 Camden 
High Street, London, N.W.I. 

T H E annual conference of the Movement for Colonial 
1 Freedom (president- Mr. Fenner Brockway, M.P.) pai 

ution calling on the Government to accept Mr. Le mass's 
I for a first step towards ending partition; 

V Last autumn Mr. Leinass chal- the coming Labour government 
lenged the British Government should meet Mr. Lemass's demand, 
to say whether they supported which is recognised as being the 

statesman very least any Irish 
could possibly ask. 

In a lengthy policy statement, 
advising the Labour government 
on acUon in relation to the colo-
nies, the M.C.F had already in-
cluded a s ta tement on Ireland 
which was suggested by the Con-
nolly Association. It ran as fol-
lows : — 

"Ireland, the classic country of 
alien domination, remains divided. 

" 8 The Labour government should 
encourage all moves towards a 
settlement of this issue, and should 
make It olear that no British In-
terest will be allowed to stand In 
the way of an agreement among 
Irishmen for the reunification of 
their oountry." 

partition or not. He invited them 
to make a declaration t h a t there 
was no British Interest in the 
maintenance of partition when 
Irish people wanted to end it. 
"There was no reply. 
The British Government is 

anxious to maintain the fiction 
that the six counties, nine-tenths 
of whose taxation is levied by 
Britain, and whose powers are 
only those of 
aounci I, is "independent." They 
can than use their supposedly "in-
dependent" puppet as a counter-
weight to the Dublin Government. 

CLASSIC COUNTRY 
Now the M.C.F. meeting in 

Manchester has requested tha t 

Gordon Walker has pledged the next Labour Government to 
ite Mr. GaitskeO in securing the return of the body of Sir Roger 

ewis <Labour, :^ f a , h e r was deputed by Mrs It can therefore be taken as 
desire on the Gaitakcii to Meet a delegation a certainty that if Mr. Gordon 
iy back, I do f r o m the Connolly Association Walker has pledged himself to 

Labour Party, o n Labour and the Irish ques- look favourably on the return 
t i o n - of Casement's remains, then 

It is noteworthy that every- t h a t Pledge will be carried out. 
In his constituency of ftrneth-

wick attempts have been made 
to try and rouseopposition to 
him on the supposed grounds 
of his favouring coloured 

n actuality his refusal 
disfavour them. 

There may, however, be 
strong opposition from the 
six-pounty Unionists, as Case-

was to be 
led in Muftougft ttayv Co. 

Antrim, and a monument 
erected- there by his admirers 
has frequently been desecrated 
by Unionist bigots. 

He was executed on August 
3rd, )916| under a law centuries 
eld, which was undoubtedly 
unconstitutional, and his re-
prieve was prevented by the 
circulation of slanderous stories 
about his private life. The 
late Lord Birkenhead (Gal-
loper Smith) said at Boston 
shortly afterwards that pre-
venting the reprieve of Case-
ment was the finest thing he 
did in his life. Fenner 

NO DISCRIMINATION 
IN NfWRY UNIONISTS 

ADMIT 
l u l R . W I L L I A M BAHkD, 

Unionist vice-chairman of 
the Newry Council, refMted 
allegations made over the 
B.B.C. that there was discfj(mi-
nation against Protestants in 
Newry by the Irish »Labsur 
Party (Nationalist) Council 

BELFAST AIR FIRM TO SACK 3,000 MEN 
"pHE shock announcement that 

the half British Govern-
ment owned aircraft factory 
of Messrs. Short & Harlands is 
to sack half its workers this 
year is the present talk of 
Belfast industrial circles. 

T h e announcement cornea imme-
diately after BrlUah Premier 8ir 
Alec Douglas Home was pictured 
fingering a Unionist tie which he 
had put on when It was presented 
to h im by the 'Ul s t e r Tories and 
promising "more Jobs soon and 
twice M many next year." 

Then he got out of Belfast as 
quickly as he oould. 

The day after the announce-
ment of the run-down of the 
Short's factory, which is taken 
everywhere in informed circles as 
the death-sentence, the British 
Government announced a deal 
with Italy to supply helicopters 
which could be built in Belfast. 

Tills experience should un-
doubtedly prove a warning to the 
Protestant workers who for the 
most pa r t compose the labour 
force In the factory. They have 
through the years by means of 
powerful unity and militancy kept 
their factory open when t h e Bri-
tish Government repeatedly tried 
to close it. They have also won 

wages and conditions far above 
what is usual in the six counties. 
They have staffed many of the 
Labour unions with their most 
capable men. and set a high stan-
dard in every respect. 

Yet though they have refused 
to countenance any discrimination 
within the factory, the manage-
ment fdespite the British Govern-
ment ownership of BO per cent of 
the shares) Htave asked people 
their religion when they applied 
for Btaff appointments. Thus, 
though evidence of discrimination 
is absent the hidden power to 
discriminate is reserved. 

The fact remains that the Irish 

Protestant will never be secure 
while the Irish Catholic can be 
discriminated against. 

The workers of Short and Har-
lands will undoubtedly put up a 
valiant struggle to aave this Irish 
industry from extinction. „ 

They may. In the immediate 
future, be too preoccupied with 
tha t to bother much about nation 
alist politics. It Is to be hoped, 
however, that they will receive 
the support of all natloqallv-
mlnded people, and will learfe in 
the course of their struggle tha t 
only a united Irish people In a 
united Ireland can guarantee work 
for Irish workers. 

He said:— 
"Wa as Unionists put forward 

a number of Protestants for 
houses and w« got a fair deal 
as we always got a fair deal. 
Thar* has baan no discrimina-
tion by this council In regard 
to housing." 

The B.B.C. had made the snide 
remark that "only 17 Protestants 
got houses" out of 400 allocated 
by tha Council. 

ALL HOUSED 
But they omitted to explain that 

only seventeen Protestants applied 
for houses. If they had wanted 
to give a different impression they 
could have said that "every Pro-
testant got a house," which was 
the truth. 

Another Unionist, Mr. John 
Taylor, confirmed what Mr. Baird 
said. 

A member of the Northern 
Ireland Labour Party followed the 
B.B.C. presentation very closaly in 
an article In the "Guardian." 

Later h e , w r o t e and withdrew 
any implications of discrimination 
in Newry which might have been 
inferred f rom his articles. 

itail 
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Labour M.P. hits discrimination 

Beaney, M.P. (seated second from right) with a group of supporters. 
—(By courtesy of "Wakefield Express") 

r p H A T the exposure of the undemo-
cratic practices of the six county 

Unionists is spreading in ever-widen-
ing circles in Britain was illustrated 
by the speech made by Mr. Alan 
Beaney. M.P., early in March, at the 
Annual Meeting of his Constituency 
Labour Party in Hemsworth, York-
shire. 

Mr. Beaney told his supporters about 
the visit of the six county Nationalists 
to Westminster earlier this year and 
declared: 

"If the allegations made by a group 
: ot Northern Ireland M.P.s are correct, 
then a situation exists in that pa r t of 
the United Kingdom which is a complete 
violation and breach of human rights." 

He explained tha t there was gerry-
mandering of electoral areas, the creat ion 
of a multiple company vote and <iu»l pro-
perty franchise. • 

He explained the reasons why he h a d 
added his name t o t h e motion pu t down 
by Mr. Fenner Brockway to have a n Im-
partial enquiry into the allegations of t h e 
Nationalists. 

Association early in May. 
Cqaferepcjg was dap to be held in March, 

b u t was postponed in. view of the General 
Election strongly tipped for 
year . v 

Now tha t the Government seen*}* more 
a f r a i d t o risk an appeal to the electorate 
t h a n to find itself pushed up a g f i p s t the 
waH of n«ct November, it has been <teicded 
n o t to delay. 

SPECIAL 
T h e c a n f e s w * wili ' . te a SPec$%i one. 
u . will d f a l Wi^h rue-un to the 

General- Election to secure the 
£ e f f » t o{ jthe Trory P̂ ucfcy On t h e <«i»^WBd 
a n d t h e election of the maximum number 
gf genuine f r i ends of Ireland op t f i t vttjer. 

f t will also work out a progrsriwpa of 
t h i n g s which a f t e r the etoetfen % Witt 
press a Labour government to do. 

On t h e national f ront th«ae w ill include 
t h e public tagHtry i n t o the i i i i t , 
of t h e Six counties and the declaration 
sough t fqr by Mf- Lenaas^ than Bri ta in 
will p u t no fur tbar obstacles in t h e way 
of t h e reunification of Ireland. 

ECONOMIC 
B u t Irish workers in Britain have not 

only t h e national interests of the hqme-
land t o 

As workers in this country they have 
diafciaet interests, some economic, some 
democratic. 

Some time ago the Connolly Association 
decided to draw u p an "Irish exiles char-
ter" which would explain what th ings 
should be done in order to remove from 
the I r i sh exiles the worst disabilities whifch 
fall to their lot as a result of emigration 
Irocu their homeland. 
, High in the list is lifcely to be the re-

peal of the anti-Irish Commonwealth Im-
X8igranJ» Act. and (fee passing into law of 
t t e F e w e r Brockway Bill to make reli-
gious a n d racial discrimination illegal. 

The re axe maay problems relating to 
raising the staagaptf* e< board and lodg-
ing which Izfefc . J^Bpprants share with 
those £twm other lasds . 

V m * j £ p p S ^ ! r i s i n g fropi the 
wbiph militate against 

j M l r i r M l political rights. 
V » example, there is the difficulty of the 
f|W»r« <4 landladies to put Irish names 
on the electoral register. 

There will l»ve to be consideration of 
some of the ways and means by which 
reluctant landladies can be by :passed. 
Why not an option to register at one's 

Two Labour men pledge 
support for Ireland 

MANCHESTER NOTES 

JM AKCHESTER Connolly Associa-
tion irftends to concentrate its 

activities in WytJ>enshawe, Withing-
ton a n d Moss Side constituencies in 
the pre-election period. These have 
large Irish populations and are 
marginal. 

I t may seen} s t range to outsiders that 
the thickly-populated cosmopolitan area 
of Utoss Side should return a Tory M P 
This is because at tached to it is a large 
middle-class area comprising Chorlton and 
Alexandra Park. 

ft-MAN'8 GUN 
T h e Labour candidate in Moss Side Is 

Mr. Michelson. A brisk businessman, he 
told me he gained an insight Into the 
politics of Northern Ireland while on 
a holiday there, when he found himself 
looking down the muzzle of a B-mnn's 
rifle. 

At a recent conference called by the 
Connolly Association he spoke in favour 
of accepting Mr. Lemass's proposal tha t 
Britain should declare her willingness to 
let the six counties go ami wmild not 
obstruct a settlement Ho also wanted a 

public enquiry into religious discrimina-
tion. 

Mr. Mitchalson told me that he thought 
, these demands were moderate and reason-

able in view of the damage partitionist 
policy had done to Ireland both nor th 
and south. He is a strong supporter of 
Mr. Fanner Broctowa.v on colonial mat ters , 
and intends to fight bard on them in his 
election campaign. 

ORANGEMEN 
Out in the more suburban Wytheushawe 

the new arrivals from redeveloped areas 
are making the Tory position ever mocc 
precarious. Mr. Alt Morris is the Labour 
candidate and his election agent Council-
lor Prank Rise has strong hopes of win-
ning the seat. 

Mr. Alf Morris recently saw a deputation 
from the Connolly Association and urged 
on him the proposals accepted by Mr. 
Mitchelson. Mr. Morris is a brother ot 
Charles Morris, who won the recent Open-
shaw election He said he luid had ex-
perience of the methods ot the Unionists 
when he was opposed by the Orange lodges 
in Liverpool where he went up for l a b o u r 
in 1951 

IN MAY 
place of work? Bright ideas are still 
being sought after . 

ORGANISATION 
The organisation of the Connolly Asso-

ciation will be given special attention in 
two sessions. 

It may well he that the General Elec-
l<6n may be announced hot on the heels 
of the conference. For conference takes 
place immediately after the elections for 
the new London boroughs. 

For t ha t reason this conference will be 
special in t h a t there will be two open 
sessions at which representatives of the 
working class and democratic movement 
in Britain can come and discuss policy 
with the Association. 

It is believed that such discussion will 
be of mutual help in preparing for the 
General Election. 

IRISH QUESTION 
This is tjlie first election since 1951 at 

which Labour has a reasonable chance 
of victory. 

It is also the first election at which the 
majority of Labour candidates will be 
men and women who were not responsible 
for the iniquitous Ireland Act of 1949. 

It is also, thanks mainly to the work 
of the Connolly Association, the first elec-
tion at which there was a reasonable 
chance of the Irish question playing a 
part in the electoral battle. 

For these reasons, despite the expenses 
involved, and despite the possibility t ha t 
an unexpected election result might neces-
sitate a recall conference, it is thought 
that, a pre-election discussion will arm the 
Association for the electoral fray. 

And tha t means politically arming the 
most advanced Irish workers in Britain. 

SHORTS mmZAlS 
WESTMINSTER AMD 

MTHEN Unionist, M.P. Mr. McMaster 
asked the Prime Minister whether 

he would increase employment ki the six 
counties. Sir Alec Douglas-Home said the 
Government was aiding a "Skyvan pro-
ject" and building a lot of roads. 

He might have added, "and closing 
down the railways.'' 

Strntton Mills then asked if his pro-
mises to keep Shorts going still stood. 
The Prime Minister asked htm to explain 
what, he meant . Mr. Brockway then asked 
the Prime Minister would he find out 
whether an applicant for employment by 
this firm is asked his religion. The Prime 
Minister said "In our country we take 
no notice of any religious question." Yes, 
but what about Ireland? 

I A TEST move in his campaign to 
awaken Essex Labour Qiovement 

to the facts of repressive government 
in the six counties, was fiftr. Deig-
han's visit to the Romford Trades 
Council on March 5th. 

When Mr. Deighan had explained 
about religious discrimination the Coun-
cil sent a resolution demanding an im-
partial enquiry into the whole question 
to their local M P. Mr. Ron Ledger and 
to the Trade Union Congress. 

* * * 
r p H E Battersea Branch of the Construc-

tional Engineering Union adopted a 
resolution at its meeting of 28th Febru-
ary instructing the secretary to write to 
Mr. Douglas Jay. M.P., requesting him to 
support in the House of Commons the 
demand for an enquiry into allegations 
of religious discrimination in Northern 
Ireland. 

* * * 
TJERMONDSEY Branch of the 

National Society of Painters passed 
a resolution congratulating Robert Mel-
lish, M.P., on sponsoring the demand for 
a Royal Commission to enquire into the 
mlsgovernment of Northern Ireland. * * * 

T J R I X T O N Branch of the Amalgamated 
* Society of Woodworkers passed a 

resolution congratulating Mr. Marcus 
Lipton. M P., qn signing the moUon put 
down by Mr. Fenner Brockway calling 
for a Royal Commission to enquire into 
allegations of religious discrimination in 
Northern Ireland. 

PUBLICATION DATES 
Owing to the unusual dates of Easter 

and Whit holidays litis year the "Irish 
Democrat", the MAY issue will be pub-
lished on April 17th. the JUNE issue will 
appear on Whit Friday, May 15th, the 
JULY issue on the Friday before Wolf 
Tone Sunday. June Jlst . the August issue 
on July 24th. and the September issue on 
August 28th. 

I 
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WORLD COMMENTARY by PAT DEVINE 

No partition for Cyprus 

URGENT 
MESSAGE 

THE "Irish Democrat" is published for 
use and not for profit. But we have 

to tell oar readers frankly that just at 
the moment we are making a loss, and 
it cannot possibly go on. 

What ' s the reason? 
Well, it's quite simple. Despite the 

s teady increase of the cost of every single 
item of our outlay, we have held our price 
of sixpence a copy since February, 1956. 

We have managed to do it because,-de-
spite fluctuations, we have enjoyed a fairly 
steady increase of circulation during 
those years. Indeed for a time we were 
so secure tha t we ceksed to appeal every 
m o n t h fof doftatforts. 

But step by step expenses are encroach-
ing on us. It is only necessary to look 
round and see the price increases of other 
periodical^ to appreciate tha t the consis-
tently low price of the "Irish Democrat" 
must be very hard to maintain. 

Indeed we are now at a point where 
our margin is being so seriously en-
croached upon that we survive only thanks 
to t h e generous donations of supporters, 
and we would rather not be in that posi-
tion. 

A few months ago the idea was venti-
lated in our columns of increasing our 
price to a shilling but a t the same time 
increasing our siife to twelve larger pages, 
t hus #v ing oKrsetves the equivalent of 
about eightpence for a paper of the 
"Demodraf's" present size. We felt that 

' we might be a We to get an increased ctr-
culatfOn oh this basis and be aWe to pay 
the eytrh Mart then nee«erf Ml W e Stft« 

a minimum re»erve ,fim« of £1,000 and 
thougj* t quarter or ' th1* year Ha* gone 
by WS M * h t i « g u t t e r of the Way to It, 
or anywhere near it. 
* So we have to say this to our readers. 
Unless we oan get a speedy increase In 
circulation, or a substantial increase in the 
level of ot# ntfcilPMfcoe. w n d * > l u s a 
steady aocitfnulBUOrt *h the devel»pment 
f u n d f<# trifc ntfgOr wt M b have 
to increase our price while maintaining 
our present size. 

We ftih't want to do this. As made 
clear at the start, (HIS f*tfrer Is pdbltghed 
for use not for UMfft. We ta r ry no ad«er-
t isements arid <tor ofcHflons are completely 
Independent. We cannot be pressed into 
saying somdtWrtg we do not betfeVe. 

We Krrdw tha t the continued puttifcatfon 
of tht "trtsh OertiOfcrat" month by montti 
over t h e years h a s contributed mere than 
any th ing tfse to ttrt tWrtttrtlng IntWfesft 
now being shown by the BrtfWh 
movement to tWWnti and the Ititfi ques-
tion. 

We believe we have done vital work Ih 
compelling tM acceptance of the Irish 
worfcrt* h» Bfitaln on terms of equality 
with tha BTlti9h population, while admit-
t ing there u touch still to be done to make 
the position completely satisfactory. 

While this paper Is here people who 
would like to get aw«W with things 
directed against Ireland and the Irish are 
unable to do so. We answer every attack 
we can. We present every argument likely 
to irr*>rove the national position-

We therefore appeal this month to all 
our readers and supporters to do either 
of two things, or best of all, both: give 
the "Democrat' ' a 'foOnahon to meet Its 
monthly deficit, and help us to Increase 
our circulation by making It favourabty 
known to your friends, taking our anhual 
postal subscriptions, or even taking a few 
copies to Sell. 

There must be few amohg the Irish in 
Bri tain Who will not concede tha t the 
policy of this paptf has stood the test 
of tint*. WS said that W M u r could be 
won W bfedk t h e iVWti cause. Labour Is 
at this rtttmem lh the obvious process of 
being won. 

B a f r l h g a remarkable accident the next 
government will be a LaBbur one. The 
"Irish Dsmocrat" will than be t«itt»a 
more essential, and we hbed tt» ensure 
tha t rt Is distributed from end w end of 
the country. 

i rj^HE firm stand taken by Archbishop 
Makarios, Prime Minister of 

Cyprus, and his heroic people, has 
thwarted the blatant at tempt by 
Britain, Turkey and America—under 
the umbrella of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation—to take over 
the island. 

In the United Nations discussions, anfi 
the consequent talks between the Powers, 
it became clear tha t the majority of 
nat ions were in sympathy with the Cy-
priot case. 

After all. as I pointed out in the March 
issue of "The Democrat," the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriote had lived together har-
moniously for a long time. 

I t was the Zurich Agreement virtually 
forced upon Cyprus which cut away its 
full r ight as a sovereign state to govern 
itself. The Agreement introduced a state 
of divided rule between Greek and Tur-
kish Cypriots, the Turkish Vice-Premisr 
having a virtual right of veto over ail 
Government administration and legisla-
tion; and the forces of law and (rrder 
were arbitrarily divided. ? 

At the same time Britain received tije 
right to have War bases on the islanji. 
And Turkey, with Britain and Greece 
made one of the guaranteeing Powers. ' 

No wonder Archbishop Makarios coutd 
s tand it no longer. I t was anarchy, net 
orderly government tha t applied. Anjl, 
contrary to what the vast majori ty of 
newspapers say about the position, the 
Cypriot Government is not responsible 
for the trouble. 

A U.N.O. FORCE 
The main burden of responsibility rests 

with N.A.T.O. which fears the political 
and independence aspirations of the 
people of Cyprus might hinder their sin-
ister war plans. 

I t was clearly to perpetuate trouble 
and continue N.A.T.O. control, t h a t Vice-
Premier Kutchuk and the Government 
of Turkey introduced the idea of Parti-
tion, a la Ireland and India, etc. 

The United Nations, after serious dis-
cussion,' and much ba. kst'airs manoeuv-

ring reaching agreement on a U.N.O. 
force replacing the existing British forces 
on the island rather than either a Com-
monwealth or N.A.T.O. force. 

This was a substantial setback for Bri-
tish imperialism. 

After considerable doubt and difficulty 
it emerged that Ireland. Sweden, Finland 
and Canada would contribute to the 
Peace Force. The Government of Ireland 
has agreed in principle to the force but 
raised four specific questions upon which 
it requests answers or assurances before 
finalising the project: 

Ireland wants agreement that neither 
Britain. Greece nor Turkey will a t tempt 
to impose a settlement by force, particu-
larly a partition settlement. iMy empha-
sis— P. D.). 

Tha t the Peace Force shall be used to 
mainta in peace and will have no func-
tion in influencing the settlement. 

I reland will be free to withdraw its 
contingent after the stipulated three 
months ' period. 
> And that every effort will be made by 
the Secretary General of the United 
Nations Organisation to ensure tha t 
Greece and Turkey and Britain shall 
place their troops in Cyprus under United 
Nations command. 

At the time of writing Major-General 
Carver, Commander of the British troops 
in Cyprus, and Deputy Commander de-
signate of the U.N.O. force in the pro-
cess of formation is said to have sub-
mitted a long series of questions to the 
United Nations on the role of its force. 
Until he gets an answer to these ques-
tions it is not expected there will be any 
t ransfer from British to international re-
sponsibility. 

The Secretary General, U. Than t sub-
sequently clarified the position and ex-
pressed concern at the speculation and 
doubts tha t have arisen about the United 
Nations Peace Force. 

He emphasised tha t ALL troops in the 
force, including those already in the 
island iBritish) will be exclusively un-
der the United Nations command. And 

that the force would become fully opera-
tional as soon as sufficient troops were 
available and that the three-months' t ime 
limit imposed by the Security Council 
resolution would date from that moment. 

The danger is by no means over. A 
false move on the part of any of the 
many interests involved could precipitate 
war on a large scale. 

Cyprus wants to end the Zurich Agree-
ment under which her sovereignty is dis-
astrously restricted. In the past years 
since it was signed, there has been noth-
ing but trouble, leading to the present 
position of tension, rioting and murder, 
to the question of Partition being intro-
duced as a serious proposal by Turks , 
British and American. 

On t h e other hand the N.A.T.O. pow-
ers want to retain their power in t h e 
island. Br i tam wants her war bases, and 
with Turkey the right to hold the coun-
try in thrall . 

IRELAND'S ATTITUDE 
Ireland's attitude as part of a U.N.O. 

peace force, and as a political force in-
side the General Assembly of the United 
Nations can play a satisfying par t in 
helping firmly to establish the right of 
a small nation—Cyprus—to unity and 
sovereign independence. 

It is ironical tha t Ireland, herself par-
titioned by decision of Imperialist Bri-
tain, should find herself in this posi t ion. 
However, if the Fianna Fail government 
expressed opinion tha t it will not assist 
the partitioning of Cyprus, in any form 
or condition, can be taken as an earnest 
of her determination really to campaign 
for the ending of partition in Ireland, it 
will represent a landmark in the progress 
of Ireland towards full and complete free-
dom, unity and independence. 

Surely it is about time that Ireland, 
which on so many issues in the United 
Nations General Assembly has a pretty 
fair record, should raise the question of 
her own partition. I am confident she 
would get the backing of a majority of 
the member nations for the ending of 
this Imperialist blot on her sovereignty. 

S H A K E S P E A R E A N BALLYHOO 
I N the rare silences between the 

beats of the Beatles, this month, 
will be heard a different music—that 
of a man anybody pushing four hun-
dred years old will remember well. 

I can guarantee a much bigger hulla-
baloo, and many more lies tha'n were 
told a t his funeral, to the arch-embellish-
er of English great-hationism, William 
Shakespeare. 

For many a long year the young of 
England have had the "bard" either bet 
iWto bhem or belkw^d Wto them. And 
Why? Be*!»#se, unlike his rpvotationary 
rival Mifrlowe, mysteriously tftnwped-off 
a t the ag<e of ttvefity-flve, Shakespeare 
teadhfcs tfaem to think just what the big 
noises want them to think. 

This opinion is scarcely likely to ap-
pear anywhere else. 

When it was first propounded by 
George Bernard Shaw a half century ago 
the English public thought he must 
surely be joking. 

* * * 

B U T let anybody sit down and read 
through Shakespeare's Histories 

with an unbiased mind, and a good, re-
liable prose history beside him, so as to 
be able to compare what Shakespeare 
put on the stage with what really hap-
pened. and he'll take Shaw's point per-
fectly well. 

Shaw wrote his "St. Joan" to remove 
from English literature the stigma of 
Shakespeare's appalling "Henry VI." , 

T h e inspired liberator of the Freillh 
people from, the English yoke, the daugh-
ter of the people gathering the common 
folk together When their rulers had be-
trayed them to defend French independ-
ence, is described by Shakespeare simply 
as a whore. And no doubt the old Eliza-
be thans lapped it up. 

The English King John Is not ft very 
popillar flglire among the friends of de-
rtioctfldy. rt was he who had the Magna 
Cir t t l rofccd down his unwilling throat 
it (he point of the sword. But to Shake-
speare he was a Mro. Why? Bfcause of 

by 
PYGMALION 

his continuous interference in other 
people's countries. 

* * * 

I N dealing with the Celtic people, 
Shakespeare's chauvinism becomes 

touched with skilfully manipulated Tenom. 
Take Macbeth, represented as a dread-

ful murderer and villain, and actually 
one df the most capable kings Scotland 
ever possessed. 

Leave aside the travesty of history— 
Shakespeare has him Killed a t burtteirimin, 
In the Oownty of Perth, Whereas hi reality 
he met his death tfl the County of Aber-
deen three years a f te r the events Shake-
speare pmrpbrt-f td describe. A gfturce at 
Agnefi Muir MacKenzie's history >of Scot-
land will provide the facts. 

The real motive of Shakespeare's 
" tragedy" was to shew that the Scots 
were incapable of ruling thertselres, and 
that is why the Scottish people are rep-
resented as longing for the arrival of the 
darling of the English court. 

The Scots had a murderer for a king 
and the English put it right for them. 

T H E Welsh fare no better, but the 
^ n l le r s 'o f England had less to fear 

from them. 
So Llewelyn. Whose name Shakespeare 

presumably couldn't pronounce was, 
turned into the funny man "Fluellin"— 
and it is no accident that Shakespeare 
chose for the butt of his wit the name of 
the great natiohhl champion of the 
Welsh people who had carried the war 
Into the English midlands In an effort 
to preserve the independence of his 
country from the same Notman barons 
who were trying to plunder Ireland. 

And when the Welshman in the play 
gets annoyed with the continuous fun 

poked at him by the English soldiery he 
is complimented for the Englishness of 
his response—to knock his tortnenter out. 

The Ir ish as well as the Welsh are 
represented as fighting loyally in the 
army of the Plantagenets against France, 
and while it is Shakespeare who is poking 
fun at them both, they are made to 
quarrel between themselves, not with the 
English king. 

And the Irishman is made to say 
"What is my country"? 

the poor ..Italians come in X^r 
riWfciile in some of the comedies. And 
wfiat did they do to England? Edticat'e 
it. 

* * * 

lOHAKESPEARE had the most incre-
^ »dible respect, for royalty. The 
divinity t h a i hedges a king appears as 
often as ktngs come on the stage. 

But he had contempt for the Common 
people When potting peasants on the 
stage he called them such names as 
"Bottom." As lor rebels, fcch. the descrip-
tion of Cade's rebellion should make the 
most moderate democrat feel his head to 
make sure it was well fixed on. 

Again every time the word England is 
used, it is surrounded with an aura of 
hoimess. From then on the word 
"Britain" never had a chance. 

So it is not really surprising tha t 
generations of English youth have had 
Shakespeare bet into them. In the 
affections of the "Establishment" he Is 
second only to that great platitudlnoiis 
humbug Piato. but has the advantage 
that he wrote in English, and cbUld write 
in English. He wrote a damned flight 
too effectively. 

# * * 

W'ELL. am I saying he wasn't a great 
dramatist? 

I'm not I'm merely answering some of 
Ihe ballyhoo. 

Shakespeare is the national poet of the 
English people, whose patriotism wa.s 
welling over as a consequence of the 
struggle against Spain. 

( C o n t i n u e d on page f o u r ) . 
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DIVIDED COMMUNITY 
REVELATIONS made concerning 

the conditions under which many 
families have to live in Northern 
Ireland have stirred our consciences. 
We feel that we must do something 
to improve these conditions; that to 
sit by idly and in silence involves 
us in the guilt of those who are more 
directly responsible. 

Three a reas in particular, Dungannon, 
Spring town a n d Enniskillen, have had the 
spotlight directed on them in recent 
months. At Dungannon. County Tyrone, 
some temporary houses were to be demo-
lished by t h e local authority. Families 
who had waited up to nine years for 
homes moved into these temporary 
houses. When the council threatened to 
evict them, some professional people in 
t h e town aroused to sympathy and deter-
mined to s t a n d by these poor, bewildered 
and apparently friendless people, helped 
them to re ta in possession of these, their 
first homes a n d eventually forced the 
council t o g r a n t a stay of execution. 

At Springtown, near Londonderry, over 
100 families living in huts abandoned by 
t h e American a rmy af ter the war have 
appealed to public opinion to compel t h e 
local councils, t h e rural council and the 
county borough council to re-house them. 
TV ; cameras a n d commentators have 
shown the wretched hu ts in which many 
of t h e y families have been living and 
payingsfrent t o t h e Derry Corporation fo r 
17 years. T h e y have; applied for houses 
a n d have be^enfobbed off t ime after time 
wi th the evasions and excuses until they 
have given u p In despair. Their most 
p o t y j a p u f c , t h a t they have been 
forgotten in the i r misery. , 

M t gnnisktllBn, Coupty Fermanagh, t h e 
Barium Catholic Bishop, Most Rev. 
Eugene O'Callaghan, has protested pub-
licly to the Ideal council against their 
poUcy of excluding poor families of his 
flock f rom the houses which they build. 

* * * 

THE tacts a re not in question. They 
have not been contradicted Mayors 

a n d councillors have made excuses, but 
when,' like the people of Springtown, you 
h a v e listened to excuses for seventeen 
yeans you assess them at tbeir t r u e worth. 

Yet houses a re being built in these , 
areas. Since 1945 more than 30,000 
bouses have been built by local authorities 
i n Northern Ireland. The shameful t ruth 
is t b a t in Derry, Dungannon, and in 
Bnntakillen, t he councils use their powers 
i n allocating houses not to satisfy the 
needs of t he applicant but in order to 
ensure control of the council by a poli-
tical p t t t y . Hie Unionist Party.. 

We are re luctant to introduce politics 
in to an affair of social Justice, and we 
have n o desire to make political capital 

T h e I r ish D e m o c r a t has p leasure i n r e p u b l i s h i n g 

th i s l e a f l e t o f t h e C a m p a i g n fo r Socia l Jus t i ce 

i n N o r t h e r n I re land 

Copies are obtainable from the secretary at 51 Rosetta Park, Belfast. 
We would suggest readers should send stamps for postage, etc. 

of the needs of poor people, but we find 
it necessary to explain how this shameful 
position exists. 

The three places mentioned are in 
Counties Tyrone, Fermanagh and the 
neighbourhood of Derry City; areas where 
Uniopists, though in a numerical mino-
rity, are in control of local government 
and of the patronage which tha t control 
gives them. This control is effected and 
perpetuated by (a) skilful drawing of 
ward boundaries; (b) awarding the local 
government vote, not to all adult resi-
dents, as in England, but to property-
owners and occupiers; and (c) giving 
additional votes to owners of business and 
factory premises. The result may be seen 
in Derry where 40 per cent of the voters 
re turn 12 Unionist members to the Cor-
porat ion, while the Nationalist majority 
of 60 per cent can elect only eight. 

• * * 

ENGLISH readers may ask how can 
the political allegiance of many thou-

sands of voters be known in advance. Un-
fortunately in Northern Ireland there is 
a rule of thumb which works with 99 
per cent accuracy. I t equates "Unionist" 
with "Protestant" and "Nationalist" with 
"Roman Catholic." So a form of segre-
gation is effected based not on race, as 
in Nazi Germany, nor on colour, as in 
the Southern states of the United States 
of America, but on religion. 

Those who operate this sectarian bar-
rier put forward as a major excuse that 
it is necessary for the existence of the 
State, and as a minor one, t h a t it is not 
really religious but political. On the major 
point we reply tha t a State which exists 
only by such discrimination should hot 
exist at all, and on the minor one we 
point out tha t Catholic ex-soldiers who 
have served in the armed forces of the 

Crown are turned down just as mercilessly 
when they apply for houses in certain 
areas as if they were ex-I.R.A. men. 

Responsibility for this state of affairs 
rests first of a l l on the local authorities 
which operate it, but the Government at 
Stormont must also bear some of the 
blame. Forty years ago proportional rep-
resentation in local government elections 
gave Derry a Catholic majority on the 
Corporation and a Catholic mayor. So 
P.R. was abolished and replaced by a 
restricted franchise, multiple votes and 
gerrymandered wards. The legislative 
framework was conceived and passed at 
Stormont. 

Year after year the elected representa-
tives of the minority in Parliament and 
on local councils have protested, but 
without result. T h e constitutional scales 
a re so weighted against them tha t they 
can never overthrow the Government or 
the ward bosses. So one-party govern-
ment has existed for over forty years in 
Northern Ireland. Is it any wonder tha t 
young men denied justice and equality 
and despairing of redress by constitutional 
means express their frustration a t times 
in acts of illegal violence? 

T N recent months a new spirit of toler-
J - ance is abroad. Complaints of injus-
tices brought to the Government have 
been listened to and on occasions the 
erring local council has been chided by 
a Cabinet Minister. We welcome these 
s igns of a change of heart but we ask 
for mote thafl Words. The President of the 
United States was not content with words 
when social justice was set at in Alabama, 
and when colonial ascendancy sought to 

mainta in its privileges in Algiers, General 
De Gaulle moved from words to acts. 
Deeds not words are needed to correct 
social injustice in Northern Ireland. 

This State was carved out of Ireland 
because of the tenderness of t h e British 
Government for the rights of a minority. 
Millions of pounds are poured into it 
yearly by the British taxpayer t o main-
t a in the perquisites of an ascendancy 
class. We ask the British people to re-
member the minority in Northern Ireland. 

T h e British Government intervened de-
cisively against Sir Roy Welensky and 
white ascendancy. It can and should in-
tervene in Northern Ireland to redress 
the injustices caused by Orange 
ascendancy. 

CONGRATULATED 
BROCKWAY 

l ^ O U R T E E N Irishmen in a bar in Slough 
J - signed a letter to Mr. Fenner Brock-
way congratulating h im on meet ing the 
Nationalists when they came to England 
to demand a public enquiry into their 
allegations of anti-Catholic discrimination 
in t h e six counties. 

T h e Slough branch of the Connolly 
Association is busy preparing a register 
of Ir ish voters whom they will canvass 
in the election campaign in the interest 
of Labour. 

Fur the r evidence of interest in Ireland 
in the Labour Party comes f rom Glouces-
ter City where Councillor W. Gannon, who 
described himself as "neither a Catholic 
nor a Protestant," drew at tent ion to the 
segregated housing which exists in the 
six counties. He was addressing the 
Labour Party's local government oonfer-
enoe on IVEbe Bat tie for Homes." t. c J 

T h e six counties could quite easily under 
cer ta in conditions, he said, become another 
Cyprus. 

TERENCE O'NEILL'S LAMENT 

SHAKESPEARE 
(Continued from page three). 

X iv3 

But f rom its first English nationalism 
h a d another side—the at tempt to reduce 
Wales, Swtlanrt and Ireland to vassalage 
« n d finally assimilate them. In Wales and 
Scotland it was to a great degree accom-
plished. But t h e little s tr ip of water 
saved Ireland f rom the like fate, though 
t h e battle is no t yet over. 

• * * 

AND now the last point. 

I said a t t h e s tar t tha t Shakespeare's 
music win only be heard between the 
beats Of the Beatles. 

And why? Because Shakespeare's ex-
t reme English nationalism is getting a bit 
out of date and n o longer suiting the 
book of the m i e n of this country. They 
wan t t o keep h i m as a tourist attraction 
a n d a promoter of British prestige 
throughout the world. 

B u t there is nothing In Shakespeare 
worth quoting to justify their banding 
over of the control of British defence to 
America. If Bri tain had gone into the 
Common Market it is doubtful it Shakes-
peare would have been celebrated a t alL 

W h a t the English people need, and 
w h a t through t h e Labour movement they 
will yet have, is t he kind of nationalism 
which while uplif t ing its own country 
respect* all others. 

Then we will celebrate Shakespeare 
with them, while permitting ourselves an 
occasional smile at his mediaeval 
crudities. 

IN face of the British-based cam-
paign to expose their unscrupu-

lous methods of government, the six-
county Orange Tories are displaying 
ever increasing signs of becoming 
rattled. 

Fenner Brockway's Racial Discrimina-
tion and Incitement Bill and the Motion 
calling for a Royal Commission of En-
quiry into allegations of Unionist mis-
rule, both measures of the Westminster 
Parliament, have got them particularly 
worried. 
' So much so t ha t the six-county Pre-

mier, Capt. Terence O'Neill, had this to 
say a t a recent meeting in Belfast of 
t he Unionist Society: 

*W« oannat aflerd to let our oase go 
by default amongst people of the 
pi—ent generation, >*»aim the Motion 
of tbe community which la Mttarty 

to wr Ma (U. the present un-
Impertailst tie—RWH) with 

b y 

R o b e r t W . H e a t l e y 

k n t t " 
Then the six-county Premier, seeking 

to put fight into his audience, con-
t inued: 

"Tee often newadayt we hear their 
oatohortec eiearty beoauae our own 

While the spectacle of Unionist 
"silence" must be regarded as a Joke— 
or evidence of the F.M.'s deafness — 
there can be no doubt as to the correct-
ness at his analysis of how the current 
"wind of change" is blowing. 

N O t U f t p O R T 
To make matter* wor^e, if h i s words 

a re to be believed, developments are not 
too h a p p y - far him—on the home politi-
cal f ront either. At a time when tbe 
Unionists are on the run, he had this 
new feature of annoyance of which to 
complain: 

"We are not receiving the support 
we need In time, money and hard ap-
plication because" . . . he wailed . . . 
"the struggle for prosperity Is leas 
•peotaoular than the old ttrunlo for 
existence." 
T h a t claim may be true, or it may not 

be true—despite its oddity. One consola-
tion, for a Unionist Prime Minister in 
difficulties, is as good as another. How-
ever, people in the six-counties are un-
likely to have it tested, in practice, for 
a long time yet. T h e majority of them 
still seem to be fighting for their mere 
existence. 

Indeed, while the Orapge apologist wag 
pontificating, hundreds of Workers from 
the International Computers and Tabula-
tors factory were showing that they were 
prepared to struggle—in a way different 
f rom the PAt's—for their "prosperity", 
or otherwise. 

They were holding a mass demonstra-
tion in the streets (which was spectacu-
lar enough) against a redundancy threat 
t ha t would add another si* hundred or so 
Jobless to the »ix-counties' already gigan-
tic total . 

NO YOUTH 
•Gapt. O'Neill's perception must not be 

tew bright, even for a Unionist 'Prims 
Minister's, for he also went on t o be-
moan, as if it were a completely illogical 
occurence, the fact -that ^ • 

"Deceits the 
T iwiiia l l i l i iy i 
f a r too many 
w h e w fathers a n d 
our par ty all their Uvea, 

• vf t iw 
there, are 

themselves completely detached from 
our pdlloits and our work." 
T h e current generation of young 

Ulster people, It would seem, a re no t as 
d a f t as the crop of bankrupt Unionist 
politicians with which they have been 
saddled. Nor are they corrupt e n o u g h to 
go on carrying out "the policies a n d the 
work" of a party tha t was founded, in 
t rue Nazi fashion, on the catechcries of 
Catholic-baiting. I t would also appear 
tha t , a t long last, the chickens of Orange 
Tory ineptitude are coming home to 
roost. 

Such a speech, coming as i t does from 
the "bone ' s mouth," can. do n««» tp g but 
put hear t into those Irish exiles in 
Bri ta in whose work has done so much 
to land the six-county Pr ime Minu t e r in 
his present predicament. 

INADEQUACY 
Sceptics who have ^ueetianed the use-

fulness of »uch work in the past have 
now been answered back in no uncer ta in 
terms. The Unionist regime has, in 
effect, made a self-confession of Its vul-
nerability in face of even a moderate 
well-aimed, political assault on its posi-
tion. Never before, in fact, has it been 
in such dire straits. / , 

W h a t a contrast the "new m a n " 
O'Neill's speech makes with the former 
f ight ing speeches of the superannuated 
Brookeborough. Now, local support for 
the Unionist-regime, Is disintegrating into 
apa thy as yew af te r year shows even 
the.-, dumbest Orangeman t h a t the 
Unionists cannot provide h im atfth ei ther 
secure employment pr prosperity.-

• W h a t is now needed is a greater effort 
to s tep up what has been, as yet , ;* mild " yrl*,» iuiiu 

concentrated 
in I r e l m d , so 

t h a i Capt . O'Neill will be the v«ry last 
Unionist, ftooge of Britain to s t and up 
and lament his own inadequacy. 
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UFFEY LIGHTS By PIMLICO 

Sugar scandal revealed 
W E L L do I remember the Irish 

Democrat warning of the at-
tempts of the British Government to 
use the Irish sugar industry for its 
own imperial purposes. Why, it was 
asked, was Britain allowed to buy 
Irish .sugar dirt cheap, when every-
body knew that Ireland would have 
to buy it back at an increased price? 

And now it has happened. Indeed the 
whole Irish sugar industry is being put 
into jeopardy. 

As one current commentator puts it: 
"In spite of the Sugar Company's 

achievement in providing adequate 
supplies of low-cost sugar to both 
manufacturers and housewives . . . the 
employment of 4,000 workers is now in 
danger. Most of the blame was placed 
by. General Costello on "a racket in 
exporting low-priced sugar by some in-
terests." Some manufacturers bought 
a t the special low domestic price far 
more sugar t h a n they needed, and 
then exported it a t high world prices. 
Lorry loads of sugar were available to 
smugglers last May when prices rocketed 
in Britain. An indication of the sort of 
money that was made is the fac t that 
one exporter paid 38/- cwt. last June, 
and after exporting it to Britain made 
a gross profit of 65/11 cwt." 

And the other interesting th ing is 
t ha t while the anti-Irish press in 
Britain is talking all the t ime about 
how badly off the people are under the 
Dublin Government, they never seem to 
th ink of sugar a t half the British 
price. That is thanks to public enter-
prise. 

* * * 
What is the main talking point in 

Dublin now? Cyprus. Perhaps the best 
general summary of Irish feelings is the 
following which I quote from the Irish 
Workers' Voice. 

"IN AGREEING to U Thant ' s re-
quest for Irish troops to take pa r t in 
the .-IJ.N. force for Cyprus, the Govern-
m e n t has done the right thing. I t has 
also been^correct to . insist on. a number 
of conditions—for example, tha t 
Britain, Greece and Turkey shall un-
dertake not to impose a settlement by 

force, particularly a partition .settle-
ment. 

"WHILE MOST people will agree 
with the Government's decision, few 
can be happy at the prospect of Ir ish 
soldiers risking their lives in the ex-
plosive situation tha t has developed in 
Cyprus, especially since it is not yet 
even clear if our soldiers will have the 
right to fire back if they are fired upon, 

"ON ONE THING at least we need 
to be clear. That is that the crisis tha t 
has arisen in Cyprus has been delibera-
tely provoked by imperialism, which 
has engineered a situation from which 
it hopes to benefit—firstly by means of 
the unworkable constitution it imposed 
on the island and now by the armed 
clashes that it has provoked, with the 
assistance of Turkey, between Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots. Partition has 
been the aim of imperialism ever since 
it became impossible to maintain its 
domination over the whole country— 
and with partition, all the usual f ru i ts 
of such a solution, in the shape of mili-
tary bases, a dependent economy, etc. 
Imperialism has never concealed its 
fears that with the development of the 
powerful left-wing forces in Cyprus, 
that country risked becoming 'a second 
Cuba.' 

"IRISH TROOPS are being sent to 
help maintain peace while a set t lement . 
is being mediated among the parties 
concerned. Two of those parties, 
Britain and Turkey, have deliberately 
provoked the present strife, hoping to 
achieve a settlement on their own 
terms. They are not going to give up 
easily. Turkey announced this week 
that she would invade Cyprus when-
ever she considered the situation meri-
ted it. 

" IT IS SIGNIFICANT that up to the 
time of writing this Bulletin, the 
powers involved have not enabled U 
Thant to assure the Irish Government 
that an attempt will not be made to im-
pose partition by force. It would ap-
pear from reports tha t the Cypriot 
Government is .to be by-passed as t&t 
as the U.N. force is concerned; a t no 
stage is it to be consulted about any 
action to be undertaken by the force; 

as well, the U.N. is to have the power 
to disarm and arrest 'suspects.' The 
exercise of such powers will inevitably 
bring the U.N. force into conflict with 
the people of Cyprus and may well de-
feat the very purpose for which the 
U.N. force was intended. 

"IT IS RIDICULOUS tha t the 
British should be permitted to supply 
half of the U.N. peace-keeping force in 
Cyprus. Their participation cannot add 
to the status of the force in the eyes 
of the Cypriot people, and hence to its 
safety The British should be excluded 
from the U.N. force at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity, and our Government 
should press for troops from other non-
involved countries to take their place." 

* * * 

The death of Brendan Behan was a 
sad blow to all lovers of Dublin. 

Let us hope it will not be said tha t with 
the loss of this picturesque, brilliant and 
lovable character "romantic Dublin's dead 
and gone." 

Yet one is tempted to feel that . 
Behan was one of the generation of 

the nineteen thirties who flung himself 
into the republican movement careless of 
the sacrifice involved. 

But success did not attend his efforts. 
He and his comrades were defeated be-
cause their analysis of the conditions 
under which the just and necessary fight 
for the Republic was carried out was in-
complete, and did not take enough as-
pects into consideration. He paid with 
eight years' jail for this. 

When he came out perhaps there was 
a trace of disillusionment, and it may 
have contributed to his popularity in 
England that the English public took 
this as disillusionment with Ireland. 

But Brendan Behan was never dis-
illusioned with Ireland. Ireland was his 
passion. His self-identification with the 
Dublin workers was so complete tha t 
prosperity could never spoil him. The 
periodical verbal crudities in his writing 
should be compared to the thuds and 
drum beats which mark Beethoven's 
music, the impatience of a revolutionary, 
with an age of humbug. 

He will be remembered for a long time 
to come. 

THE RISING IN WEXFORD *Y SHELMAUER 
'THE story of the Rising in Dublin 

is often told and known to many. 
That of the other two main centres 
of activity, Galway and Wexford, 
gets little mention. And the absence 
of such mention detracts from the 
master-plan of the Rising as a whole 
which would have been a formidable 
affair but for the countermanding 
orders sent out by MacNeill on Good 
Friday. 

Most people know the original p lan in 
the west was to land arms a t Fenit, 

: seize ' the main junct ions and r u n , a t rain 
up through Limerick to Galway dropping 
arms on the way. The Lough Neagh 
fishermen were mobilised to take the Bel-
fas t brigade across to Coalisland, and 
the Ulstertnen were to strike southwest 
to help Mellows hold the Shannon, cut-
ting the British forces in half, a n d if 
possible later march to the relief of 
Dublin. 

The original South-eastern Plan was 
for a combined operation of Wexford, Kil-
kenny and Waterford, to follow the classi-
cal route of '98 th rough Arklow to Dublin. 

Firs t the failure of the arms' landing, 
secondly the countermanding order of 
MacNeill, threw these plans into con-
fusion. 
r i w s : Wexford men had a strong organ i-

sation. Among them were Sean 
Etehingham, Michael de Lacey, Robert 
Brennan, Seamus Doyle and Sean Sln-
noit. The centre was Enniscorthy where 
de Lacey and Etehingham worked on the 
local riewspaper'ttie Echo. 

Etehingham was a n I.R.A. man who 
had been a stable boy and even a Jockey 
in his youth but turned to light Journa-
lism in middle age. He kept a hotel and 
cyclists' "rest a t Courtown Harbour. A 
s t rong ' Gaelic leaguer and Republican; he 
represented tbe Sinn Fein interest on all 
manner oi boards and committees. He 
Is still remembered fo r his irrepressible 
wit, no t unmlngled with a capacity for 
practical Joking. I t was he who was 

mainly responsible for bringing Mellows, 
who had lived nea r Courtown in his 
childhood, in touch with the sons of 
Fenians who formed the Wexford 
Fianna. De Lacey edited the Irish Volun-
teer until the Enniscorthy Echo was pro-
hibited from printing it. Sinnott was 
mainly active in the Fianna. Another 
Wexford man was Brennan-Whitmore, 
who was present when Mellows brought 
the instructions from Dublin H Q for the 
Rising (it was a t first intended Mellows 
would be in command) but who actually 
fought ib the Post Office. 

The countermanding order had the 
usual effect In Wexford. Indeed J . J. 
O'Connell the officer sent down by Mac-
Neill seems to have carried out his work 
with a thoroughness denoting his com-
plete approval of it. First he went to Kil-
kenny and disbanded the men there, 
then he went to Wexford, and so on to 
Waterford. The result was that every-
body was dispersed. 

Then Brennan in Wexford learned tha t 
the trains had stopped running. At last 
one got through and an old woman an-
nounced that Dublin Castle had been 
taken by the rebels. After sending men 
to see t ha t the Rosslare line was blocked 
to British reinforcements he gathered all 
the Volunteers he could make contact 
with and marched to Enniscorthy. The 
first intention had been to take Killurin 
police barracks on the way, but it was too 
strongly defended. 
i r p H E town of Enniscorthy fell without 

a blow to the Enniscorthy volunteers 
and their reinforcements. A kind of local 
civil Government was then set up on the 
Thursday of Easter week. Chits were 
issued to enable pensioners and other* to 
dnaw food from shops, and the town was' 
put In a state of defence while messen-
gers were despatched to -Dublin. - -
' Advice was l*«hred from James Con-
nolly not to proceed with the original 
plan of a march on Dublin, taking Dun 
La6tre on the way; instead It was sug-

gested they should block the south-
eastern coast route and prevent the Im-
perial forces coming up from Rosslare. 

An appeal was issued to the general 
public to hand in any arms they pos-
sessed for the use of the insurgents. The 
ordinary people responded magnificently. 
The memories of 1798 and the great push 
of the rebels up to Arklow were still 
green, having being revived in the great 
centenary celebration of 1898 in which 
Wexford played such a notable part . But 
the upper classes, who could be expected 
to have arms, refused to part with them. 
The country houses of the gentry were 
raided and their arms taken off them. 

With the arms so obtained the insur-
gents were able to extend the area under 
their control and occupy Gorey and 
Ferns. All accounts agree tha t there was 
much public enthusiasm for the rebellion 
in this part of Wexford, which had seen 
the best organisation as well as the 
hardest fighting in the great rising of 
'98. 
r~|WE Wexford Rising has star ted late. 
' Dublin had surrendered while Wex-

ford was still advancing. News of the 
surrender came to them, but they dis-
believed it. But General Friend, having 
established himself a t Wexford was press-
ing hard on them, and they accepted his 
offer of a safe conduct to Dublin. Etehing-
ham was one of those who saw Pearse 
and took back the confirmatory order 
tliat they were to leave the field. So 
ended the second Wexford Republic; the 
first one had been in Wexford Town, one 
hundred and eighteen years previously. 

Most of the Wexford leaders were sen-
tenced to death. But the sentences were 
commuted to penal servitude for life. The 
rising nation*! ngoyement secured the re-
lease of the pmorieta for the moct part 
within a year. Vfehlngham returned to 
Journalism, and a f te r several fur ther 
a r r o f a and releases lived to vote against 
t he "treaty" ih the second Da 11. After the 
execution of Mellows he last interest in 
life, ktad died comparatively young. Robert 
Brennan became Sinn Fein director of 

DISCLAIMER 
' ^ H E "Irish Independent" reported 

that when Mr. Lemass visited 
London in March he was picketed 
by a group of young Irishmen carry-
ing posters stating that his economic 
policy had driven 1,500,000 Irish 
people into emigration. Other posters 
urged no Irish troops should go to 
Cyprus, and protested against the 
partition of Ireland and the suggested 
partition of Cyprus. 

The Connolly Association did not sup-
port this demonstration against Mr. 
Lemass for the following political rea-
sons, though it does not question the 
motives of those who carried it out. 

R E A S O N ONE 
The Irish in Britain should never 

carry out hostile demonstrations against 
members of the Dublin Government when 
they visit this country, as this merely 
helps to create an impression here that 
the "Irish can't agree among them-
selves." While Mr. Lemass remains in 
Dublin he is subject to the hurly-burly 
of political life and is a party politician. 
As soon as he steps on to the soil of 
British imperialism he is the man elected 
by the section of the Irish people who 
have their own state to come over here 
to do business. While criticism of how 
Fianna Fail conducts the business of that 
state can be extremely useful in Ireland, 
the same thing in Britain can strengthen 
the hands of those who want arguments 
with which to support partition. The 
action of these young people thus defeats 
their own stated object of opposing par-
tition. 

REASON TWO 
I t is a gross oversimplification of the 

situation to say that Mr. Lemass's econo-
mic policy has caused the emigration of 
one-and-a-half million Irish people. Since 
Mr. Lemass became Taoiseach it is doubtful 
if one-twentieth of this number have emi-
grated. Emigration was much more sub-
stantial under the regime of the Fine 
Gael dominated inter-party Government. 
I t is likewise undesirable that Mr. Lemass 
has pursued a policy aimed at industrialis-
ing the twenty-six counties, and faute de 
mieux people have voted for it. I t is 
necessary to get facts straight. 

Wha t the simple anti-Lemass policy 
misses out is the par t played by British 
imperialism, particularly in the form of 
"neo-colonialism." The system set up by 
the so-called Treaty has been modified in 
the political sense, but while some pro-
gress towards economic freedom has been 
made, there has also been in some fields 
regression. Neo-colonialism means the 
use of the economic strength of Britain 
to compel partitioned Ireland to do her 
will in opposition to Irish national in-
terests. 

So while those who think Lemass has 
not made a strong enough stand are en-
titled to say so, they should spare a word 
of condemnation for the dictatorial hand 
of British economic imperialism which is 
allowed to go scot-free if all the blame is 
placed on the Irishman. For example 11 
Lemass is to be picketed when he comes 
to London, then the big British banks 
and property companies should be picketed 
when they buy up Irish businesses 
and put men out of work. The British 
Board of Trade should be picketed when 
it refuses a fair price for Irish f a rm pro-
ducts which Ireland can so fa r not sell 
elsewhere, though of course she will do 
so. 

And finally, changes of Lemass] policy 
can only be made In Dublin. I t is there-
fore best for the Irish in Britain to con-
centrate on British Imperialism whose 
representatives they can picket every day, 
and leave Mr. Lemass to his critics at 
home who are In daily touch with de-
velopments and who can likewise if they 
wish, picket him any day of the week. 

elections in 1918. and was arrested by 
the British authorities just as he was 
beginning his work He was replaced by 
O'Mara He tells the full story in his 
book 'Allegiance.' Brennan-Whltmore was 
interned in Fron Ooch and worked with 
Collins in making life hell for the prison 
authorities. 

As in the west it was mainly the country 
people and the workers of the smaller 
towns that supported the rising. Prisoners 
taken to Wexford on the way to Water-
ford jail were booed in the streets. Yet 
some of those same prisoners record tha t 
in a matter of weeks they were being 
cheered on the cross-channel steamers 
on their way to internment. So quiclly 
had the dead men taken their places 
alongside Tone and Emmet. 



6 IRISH DEMOCRAT A p r i l 1 9 6 4 

DANNY BOY 
Q H Danny boy, the pipes, the pipes are calling 

From glen to glen find down the mountainside, 
The summer's gone, and all the roses falling— 

TIs you, 'tis you must go and I must bide. 
But come you back when summer's in the meadow, 

Or wfaSn the fields are hushed and white with snow, 
It's I'll be here in sunshine or in shadow, 

Oh Dahny boy, oh Danny boy, I love you so. 

But if you come, and all the flowers are dying, 
If I am dead, and dead I well may be, 

You'll come and find the place where I am lying, 
And kneel and say an Ave there for me ; 

And I shall hear, though soft you tread above me, 
And all my grave will warmer, sweeter be, 

And you will bend and tell me that you love me 
And I shall rest in peace until you come to me. 

It I should live, and you Should die for Ireland 
Let not your dyihg prayer be all for me, 

But say a prayer to God fbr our dear stfelahtt 
And He wHI hear, and surely set her free ; 

And I will take your pike and place, my dearest, 
I'll strike a blow, though Weak that blow may be 

To did the cause which to our hearts is nearest 
And I shall sleep in peace when Ireland's free. 

Die Three-coloured Ribbon 

i 

(A Ballad of Easter Week) 
J J'' J ,1 ' „J 
HAD a true love, if ever a girl had one, 

f had a true love, a> brave lad Was he ; 
One flhe Blaster Mbndfty all With his gallant comrades 

ho<sttfrt«l a r̂tky tm-to set old Ireland free. 

C H O R U S : 
All around my hat I wear a three-coloured ribbon-o 

Allnr&und my hat until d&Rh comes to me; 
And if anybody's asking me, why do I Wear it, 

IPSHfl for my true love I never mdre shall see. 

ilffeV ardtitfd him, his bright bayonet shining, 
. . . . _h<tft service rflfe, a beauty to see, 

There was joy fn fits eyes, though he left me behind him 
And started a w a y for to set old Ireland free. 

r „ —Chorus, 
fte-whispered: "Goodbye, love, old nretand is earring," 

High Over Bubtlh tire trtoolour flies; 
Ih tftte sWWittW tlr© ijfty the foemen srte'fallfWg, 

A K t f f t V ^ WWfe afe singing "Old Ireland Arise." 
—Chorus. 

In itaiyiitg and watching the dafk ways passed over, 
The roar & ftti>«dns brought Ho Htessage to hie ; 

I prayed for old Ireland, I pray'ed'for my tOVer, 
That He might behaved ahd « d l^lahd be free. 

—Chorus. 
Tfte'tttHiggn'Wds ended, they brought me the story, 

frtfe'iaft^Kftgflift hfe^age he sent baek to me : 
'U w ^ ftbe to h^lahi l , loV6,1 fought for her^tory, 

And gf te jfp thy lite foV to 88t old Irthtad f ree." 

So all around my hat I'll WW** !hr«e*ttHoured rttfbOn-o 
< AW w w n d my hat i'lrwe&r the greeh, white and gold, 

Whd if aitydody^tasHMg me vihy do I Wear It, 
IN Ml ftfr lhytfub love I'll never more behold. 

—TOAD* A it O'CEARftAIGH. 

4BS 

C O N N Q L L Y ASSOC. 
M A N C H E S T E R 

T U E S D A Y E V E N I N G AT 

W/9fe C m i n d t S t . * 

AH M t n f e . 

March 31— SvmpOSiutn on 
S C A N O'WSEV 

Apr. 7—Tom Brolley oft 
ffiftm W B H l T A r t N 

Apr. 14—Owen Kirk on 
i f f i g n s m a l l f a r m s 

Apr. 21-4 . Mc(ileiland on 
DfSCRIMrtWTMW 

j^pr. 28—James McGill on 
T H E L A N D L E A G U E 

Manchester A.G.M. 
irtpHE Aritftial General Meeting of the 

Manchester 'Branch of the Connolly 
Association took place on February 25th 
antl SteiWtary McClelland reported a re-
cbWl year Of ftttthHty and membership, 
barney Wi t t e r s Who retired from the 
trteasUWrship was given the warm 
thahks Of the branch for his long ser-
vice His place has been trtken by Miss 
SJsSHfcr 'Berne. Mr. Watters remains a 
cortirtilttee member. A capable traditional 
fiddler he is approaching 72 years old. 

THE HILLS OF CLARE 
By TADGH GAVIN, B.A. 

^ y H E R E , wild and free, the little winds are sighing, 

And foam-flecked billows rush to meet the blue, 

Where wisps of cloud in azure deeps are flying, 

And stars peep out when night comes on anew, 

Where limpid-clear the lakes, so pure and tender, 

Spread out their arms to greet the sunshafts fair, 

'Tis there my thoughts abide and homage render 

To changeless bliss upon the Hills of Clare. 

Hills old with years, yet fresh with vernal glory 

That brightens earth and ocean, air and sod, 

Hirts that enshrine both canticle and story, 

And lift sweet eyes to glimpse the throne of God. 

How oft when youth was mine and hopes were golden, 

I trod the rugged heath your summits wear, 

And found thereon the peace both new and olden 

That gilds with loveliness the Hills of Olare. 

0 Hil ls that watched a youth to manhood travel— 
Who looked with eyes untroubled, thro' the years— 

Who quietly stood and saw time's hand swift ravel 
- A tangled web of exile and of tears. 
h. youth no more, I wander o'er the billow, 

Like pilgrim-soul a-roving here and there, 
Yet all the time the bliss I longed to pillow 

Shone, glad, pellucid, on the Hills of Clare. 

Across the years, like lamp of mercy streaming, 

Today your grandeur calls and I can see 
That exile-paths, though with rose-petals gleaming, 

Will ne'er bring peace or happiness to me, 
And so I turn to where the sun descending 

Showers molten radiance, like a blessing rare, 
And fondly vow the roadway I am wending 

Will yet lead home unto the Hills of Clare. 

TWENTY MEN 
FROM 

DUBLIN TOWN 
iMicHakl rfcvyir ftnd his rhen held out in 
the WickTow vfaotlrttal'ns 'for a long pertod 
after the defeat of the 1798 Rising. The 
"Military Road" over the mountains was 
made by British troops in their cam-
paign against them). 

rpWENTY men from Dublin town 
J - Riding on the mountain side 

Fearless df the Saxon frown 
Twenty brothers true and tried. 

Blood flows in the city streets 
There the green is lying low 

Here the emerald standard greets 
Eyes alike of friend and foe. 

CHORUS 
Fly the city, brothers tried 
Join us on the mountain side 
Where we've England's power defied 
Twetity men from Dublin town. 

Twenty men from Dublin town 
Full of love and full of hate 

Oh! our ehief, our Tone is down 
Hand of God, avenge his fate! 

Joy it is whene'er we meet 
Redcoats on the mountain track, 

Ah, as deer they must be fleet 
If they get to Dublin back. 

Twenty men from Dublin town, 
Every night around the fire 

Brimming mothers toss we down 
To our Captain, Michael Dwyer. 

Slainte, Michael, brave and true, 
Then there rings the wild "hur rah" 

As we drink, dear* land, to you, 
Eire, ,slainte geal go brath. 

TH£ MAN FROM 
THE NORTH 

COUNTIHC 
HE caftieiftom the North, and Ms words 

W e ' f t * , 
But his voice was kind and his heart 

was true, 
And l knew by his eyes that no guile had 

he, 
So I married the man from the North 

Countrie 
Oh, Gvrryowen may be more gay 
Than this quiet street of Galiybay, 
And I know the sun shines softly down 
On the river that passes my native town. 
But there's not—I say it with joy and 

p r i d e -
Better man than mine in Muntt t r wide, 
And Limerick Town has no happier 

IMbrth, 
Than mttte fare been with my man of the 

North, 
I wish that in Munster they only knew, 
The kind, kind neighbours I came unto, 
Small hate or scorn would etftr be 
Between the South and the North 

Countrie. 

U v 

HYDE PARK 
MEETINGS 

V 
Speakers' Comer 

3-30 p.m. 
S U N D A Y S 

f r o m n o w on 

EASTER T9K COMMEMORATION MEETINGS 
Desmond Greaves lectures on HYI>E P A R K 

J A M E S C O N N O L L Y MONDAY, 30th, at 3.30 

Socialism and Nationalism V | # * 

SUNDAY, 29th MARCH, 3 p.m. 3 r JOSEPH DEIGHAN 
A 0 C T H

L ^ , T t W > U A R E ' SEAN REDMOND 
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TWO IRISH DRAMATISTS BOOK PAGE 
GEORGE FARQUHAR By D O R E E N CLARK 

( JEORGE FARQUHAR'S play, "The try to p r o d u C e a n entirely aristocratic list, an apology, give up writing plays 
R e c r u i t i n g Off icer is t he t h i rd theatre - the Comedy ot Manners. The and devote himself to being the English 

v e r y s u c c e s s f u l . p r o d u c t i o n of the N e w l l c e n c e ' the wit and the ease of Charles' gentleman he was born When Voltage 
National Theatre Company—so sue- c o u r t w e r e r e f l e c t«i in the plays. The visited him he was appalled to see "the 
cessful that onlv those people with P ' W h i c h w e r e u s u a l l y c o n c e rned with writer lost in the gentleman." 
t h e w o r t h y b u t u n a t t r a c t i v e hab i t of ~ ^ p S S E The young gallants of the Restoration 
p a n m n g t h e i r o u t i n g s six m o n t h s c t W l t a n d c o u r t l y m a n n e r s Q n p o f l h e court, absolutely sure of their place in 
a h e a d h a v e b e e n a b l e to see it. most attractive features of the Comedy s o c i e t y . were ready to laugh at anything 

It will surprise no-one with any °f Manners is the complete equality of a n d l i v e d o n l-v l o r t l l e moment but mem-
knowledge of the history of the English the sexes and in the intellectual battle b e r s Gf t h e middle-class, anxiously push-
theatre, tha t two of these three plays victory went to the prettiest wit. i n » upwards into society and unsure of 
were written by Irishmen. With the fall of the house of Stuart t h e i r foothold in it, were.. naturally 

and the accession of William of Orange George Farquhar was born in Derrv in .. 
1677, the son of a poor clergyman. * In the middle-class came triumphantly into 
1694 he entered Trinity College, Dublin, 
but he quickly preferred the theatre to 
the lecture-room and the story is lhat 
lie was expelled because, on being; set to 
write an exercise oft the-miracle of walk-
ing-on the 'water , he made a profane joke 
about "a man born to be hanged." 

He took to the stage and is. known to 

Edited by 
Gerard Curran 

was changing and the play was a failure. 
Congreve was disgusted at what he called 
"that general tas te which now seems to 
be predominant in the palates of our 
audience" and never wrote another play. 

Some of the new influences can be seen 
at work in Farquhar 's play. Although he 
had a great knowledge of life and a 
keen eye, the clear, lucid and concise 
prase of Congreve has gone. The writing 
is brisk enough, but tenderness and even 
sentimentality are creeping in. There is 
also a return to the romantic t reatment 
of love, which is, of course fa ta l to the 
Restoration atmosphere. But sentiment 
and romantic love were welcome to the 

Restoration m l d d l e _ c l a s s w h o n e e d e d t h e m t 0 c a m o u . 
flage the cash-basis of their social reja-
tions. 

Farquhar himself said in 1702, "Comedy 
is no more at present than a well-

enough. more circumspect and nervous 
of any kind of excess. Their fortunes had 

their own and the bawdy wit of the b e e n b u i ! t b>' h a r d work and application 
Restoration dramatists began to be t o business and they began to want plays 
frowned on. In 1698 the Rev. Jeremy w h i c h applauded these virtues and con-
Collier published his notorious attack on d e m n e d the vices of the 
the threatre "A Short View of the Immor- c c u l ' t -
ality and Profaneness of the English In 1700 Congreve. the greatest of the 
Stage." Some writers seem to have been Restoration dramatists, produced his last 
thrown into the most inglorious tizzy by work, "The Way of the World," perhaps 

have -aooeared in Dublin as otheim hut P ° ° T D r > ' t
d e n " a s c o m P l e t e l y the wittiest play ever writ ten in the framed tale handsomely told as an agree-

to J S g s ^ n e ^ f D t 7 d e n l "ind?an ^ S ° a S t 0 P U b " E n g " S h B u t t h e > ^ b l l c t a s t e able vehicle for counsel and reproof." 
Emperor" he forgot to exchange his 
sword for a buttoned foil with nearly tAt ^ 
fa ta l results for a fellow actor. He was 
so shocked by this tha t he gave up act-
ting for good; 

He had already made the acquaintance 
of the famous Irish actor Thomas Wilks 
who now came to his rescue with 10 
guineas and the advice to write a 
comedy. He took himself off to London 
and his first play "Love and a Bottle" 
wajs performed successfully at Drury Lane 
in 1699. 

He was commissioned in 1702 and the 
play '"I^e Recruiting Officer" is based 
on his own experiences in Shropshire 
where he was sent to get together a com-
pany for the War of the Spanish Succes-
sion. Although his plays were 1̂1 well 
received he spent his short life iri con-

S E A N O ' C A S E Y g e r a r i > C U R R A N 

"SEAN 0 " G A S E Y , T H E MAN BE- Army, the I.R.B. and the small Socialist realise how much the life and works of 
HIND T H E P L A Y S , " l>y Saros P a r t . v of Ireland. O'Casey's inability to Sean OCasey are bound up with the 
Cowasjee (Oliver & Boyd 39s.). w o r k w i t h o t h e r people in a political or- relations between Ireland and British im-

' ' ' ganisation is shown bv considering his perialism. 
r p H I S is the second book on O'Casey fil.st .published work, "The Story of the It was because the British Government 

and his works, and considering t h e I r i s h c l t i z e n A r m y , " for which he re- murdered Connolly and the other Nation-number of books on Shaw and Yeats, no 
doubt there will be many more. It is 
better than the first, which was written 
by an American professor of literature, 
in the current literary over-academic 
style which treats literature and drama 

s tan t financial difficulties which weren't « though it was for the exclusive use 
improved by his marriage in 1703 to a 
penniless lady who fell in love with him 
and wooi him hy representing herself as 
an heiress. He is said never to have up-
braided her for this cruel deception hut 
to have treated her always with great 
kindness. 

Farquhar wrote nine plays in all in the 

of an elite. 
As can be gathered from the author's 

name, he is a Parsee Indian. Apart from 
this we are. told nothing about the author 
a,nd have to guess that he probably 
teaches English literature in an Indian 

ceived £15. alist leaders t ha t the understanding of 
". . . Though he had been secretary the relation between Irish socialist and 

of the Irish Citizen Army and had fol- Nationalist ideas was delayed for another 
lowed the Rising with profound insight, forty years. A strong Labour Par ty led 
the historical validity of the book is by Connolly or Mellows could have kept 
open to question." O'Casey in Dublin and helped him to 
The book was not well received and achieve the position his dramatic genius 

members of the I.C.A. went round trying merited, the position of the Republic's 
to petsuade people not to buy it. O'Casey national dramatist. O'Casey's difficulty in 
had #ot felt it necessary to consult understanding the outlook of the Irish 
people about events before put t ing them farmer "and'the middle class of the towns 
down. was not an insuperable obstacle to him 

When a member of the Socialist Party becoming a playwright able to reflect the 
of Ireland. O'Casey turned to an activity outlook of these different groups, pro-university. 

Mr. Cowasjee concentrates on the first f o r which he was temperamentally more vided there was a strong labour move-
short period between his coming to Lon- 46 years of O'Casey's life-though lie brings suited, helping to form a dramatic club meat, 
don in I6S8 and his death in poverty in 1118 s -v o f h L S p l a y s n S h t up to tne w h i c h performed plays in both Irish and Despite the many quarrels O'Casey has 
1 7 0 7 present. All the controversies around English. Here we find the voung O'Casey had with many of the Republic's distin-

His most famous play is undoubtedly O G a s e - v s l;,la>'s 3 X 6 d e a l t w i t h v e r v f a l r l y - acting' and singing. "He had a sweet guished citizens there are signs recently 
his last "The Beaux St ra teem " Before t | l e o t h e r s l d e b e i n g I"01**3 eve l ' -v t l m e ^ voice and. he wrote songs which he sang tha t relations between the world-famous 
he had finished the second act he w e U a s P0"1 1 o f v l e w - M r s - at the Sgohuidheacta" (the social even- dramatist and the Republic's estatalish-
was taken mortally ill but he managed 3heghy-Skefflngton's criticism of "The i n g s at the Oriel Hall). ment are improving. Currently the Abbey 
to finish 'he Dlav for which he had R l o u g h a n d t h e S t a r s " f r o m t h e N a t l o n " Mr. Cowasjee's study of the Abbey plays Theatre is producing O'Casey early mas-
u . , . . 1 , alist point of view is published in ful l 
been paid 30 guineas ui advance. It was ^ H will be of interest even to those of us who terpieces. 
given its first nertormance on March T h e r e i s a l s 0 a f U " d e s c r i p t l o n o f t h e have studied many other comments on O'Casey's plays, once they were pro-
8th 170V and the name "Ladv Bounti- controversies which "The Silver Ta$sie" t h e s a m e plays. The pacifist tone of "The duced in Dublin became weapons in party 

<n, WO MVP rise to. including the letters which Plmioh the Stora" rnmoc lac the ™->Htirc Thit th» /trairutirf nerar tuoinwl gfave rise to, including the letters which p i o u g h and the Stars" comes (as the politics. This the dramatist never seamed 
passed between himself and W. B. Yeats, w r j t e r points out) from O'Casey's reaction to consider before or after the ferment 
on the subject. The numerous storms t.0 the civil war six years later. Using they caused. Thus the closeness of some 
which blew up in Dublin beginning with a n analogy on a different time-scale, this of "The Silver Tassie" to the Liturgy of 
the riot during the third night 's perform- c a n be compared with Gibbon's seeing the Mass was bound to incense many 
ance of "The Plough and the Stars." take the Roman Empire with the outlook of people in Ireland who had never bothered 
on the appearance of farce which might isth-century England. to cons:der» O'Casey's passionate hatred 
have been written by O'Casey himself. xha t the writer from the other side of of war. and his inpocpnce of any ulterior 

Irish readers will particularly agree that t j i e W01.]d should be overrinfluenced by motive in using the Liturgy. 
Mr. Cowasjee has done immense and Tory propaganda about Ireland is nqt In the last lew years there seemed to 

author) and to receive an extra beneht p a i n ? t a l u n g work on a difficult subject, surprising since those living in Ireland be more understanding in Duplin of the 
on the day he died. His wife died some ^ ^ ^ t r u e w h e t h e r we refer to the plays o r E u g l a n d a i j tlieir lives are victims of dramatist 's motives iyid his genuine feel-

oi- the man. it Thus Mr. Cowasjee seas the Tory- ings for the Irish people. The lighter 
Mr. Cowasjee does npt make the mistake orange picture of a Church-dominated approach to O'Casey was noticeable in 

of attributing many of the controversies ueland and gives this â s one of the rea- the humorous tone of the Irish bishop 

ful" passed into the English language for 
ever as a synonym for ostentatious gener-
osity. The par t of Francis Archer was 
played by Wilks, who eight years before 
had persuaded him to write his first 
Play. 

Farquhar lived to get the third night 
receipts (this was the night on which all 
the box office receipts were given to the 
author) and to receive an extra benefit 
on the day he died. His wife died some 
years later, in great poverty and his two 
daughters are believed to have gone into 
domestic service. 

Although George Farquhar is usually w " u l c h " surround O'Casey to the drama- s o ^ 7 o r " " t h e ° di^inaUsfs [ops"exile". It 
classed with the Restoration dramatists, — 
this is not strictly, true. His work really 
provides a bridge between the comedy of 
manners of the Restoration and the bour-

who sajd — 
list's personality. The fact tha t O'Casey si10uld be noted, however, tha t it was only "What O'Casey xjapte is not a Bishop's 
was a hard man tp get on with, comes w hen he left Ireland that the dramatist Bonfire but a bonfire of bishops " 
out clearly in the narrative time and began to attr ibute many of the things Some quotations from a letter written 
£y;ain. On the other hand this book gives wtilch were supposed to be tbe matter to Mr. Cowasjee hy Mrs. O'Casey. describ-

geois comedy of the eighteenth century. r ( i a n y examples of O'Casey learning from w i t h Ireland to clerical iriftwenca. Ttois 
During the Commonwealth the Pun- experience and changing his atti tude be- w a a a political judgment and we have 

tans closed the theatres and for eighteen ^ ^ p o f the advice of a good friend like .s^-n from 0<0asey's activity in Irish poli-
vearn there were no public performances l ) a d y Gregory, as when she advised him tics thjjU weighing all tbe complexities in 
of plays in England. When Charles I I t o s i l c k ^ w h a t he was good at, depicting a political ^ityatian was npt his forte, 
returned from Prance in 1660 the play- characters from the life he knew. i n his autobiography we find O'Casey 
houses were re-opened but under very M r cowasjee is content to give the too hastily bru»mng aside Connolly's 
different conditions. Only the older f^cts and for the most part let the reader social ideas. H a d , h e grasped the distinc-
people would have been able to rem era- ^ r a w his own conclusions We see, per- tiOfl.QonflgHy rpafces between Church pro-
ber the pre-revolutionary theatre and i , a p s f 0 r the first time, tha t "Padraig noyngements on faith or m o r ^ and those 
their memories must have been clouded Rearse's social ideas had quite a strong Q n poliyc*l affairs, he would.- have raged 
by the intervening years of moral disap- influence on O'Casey." We do not get here iess often In "Rose and Crown" against 
proval. Playwrights now looked not to nnany facts about O'Casey's relations with the "poll,Heal" opinions of the upper 
Shakespeare and the Elizabethans for Connolly. They were on opposite sides clergy. O'Casey Is by no means the only 
their models but to Prance and the plays when O'Casey demanded that Countess irishman who has attacked the Irish cen-
of Racine and Moltere. The mass of the tyarkievicz should either leave the Irish sorahip and failed to notice the same 
population, who were still influenced by citizen Army or the Volunteers. O'Casey's thing in the imperial country, or attacked 
puri tan ideas, stayed away from the rpotion would have got the support of the bishop in Ireland who opposed those 
theatres and the audiences were com- j^m Larkln if O'Casey had not already fighting against the land annuities but 
posed almost entirely of courtiers and l^iade an enemy of Larkin by stating from fnlied to remark on the English parson 
their followers. a platform tha t he "feared no man. exerting a reactionary influence In puli-

Thus England, which was the only morally or physically, not even Jim tics or the parson's ally, the peer who 
country to have had the audacity to Larkin"" tells his tenants, servants, groom and 
bring to trial and execute its divinely- In turn Sean O'Casey was a member chauffeur, whom to vote lor 

ing the daily life of her 81-year-old hus-
band, should be of interest: 

". . . He always has Irish newspapers 
in his mail; he has an order lor them 
in Dublin. . . ." 

" . .His outlook is very voung and I 
have not time to tell you of his intense 
Interest in all new sciences." 

"I must mention his admiration for 
Gael Linn, in Ireland, the Gaelic move-
ment. they run a pool and with the 
money do various things, such as get-
ling new motor-boats for tlie Irish 
fishermen and more up-to-date equip-
ment and other useful things to help. 
Also the cultural side has a fine collec-
tion oi songs and poems, they have 
recently made a very fine film of Irish 
Hie The traditional music is very fine, 
and Sean, who speaks Gaelic, is in close 
touch with them." 
This book about the greatest living 

dramatist in the English language, says 
much that is oi political and literary 

appointed King, was also the only coun- of the Gaelic League, the Irish Citizen It was Impossible lor Mr Cowasjee to interest. 



THE I R I S H DEMOCRAT 
r O H I R I S H W O R K E R S A N D P A i R i O I S W I T H T H F . C O U R A C K T O T H I N K 

PEERS WANT BACK 
TO WESTMINSTER 

What are their Lordships up to? 

SAY ACT OF UNION 
STILL IN FORCE 

."[Mi1- I 
CEVENTY - ONE so-called ™ Irish 
J peers'^ who are not represented 
m the British House of Lord*, are 
claiming that they are entitled to 
elect" twenty-eight of their number 
to- "represent" them at Westminster. 

There used to be Irish representative 
peers a t Westmins ter under the Act of 
Union. But the practice of electing them 
lapsed, with the"jjtftfcM* of the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act of 1920. 

Now the seventy-one who would like 
t o see someof tbcfr t iumber in t h | 3 r i t i s h 
Bouse of Lords h i v e sent to t M Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Dilhorne, the death cer-
tificate of the last surviving representative 
peer elected before 1922. Lord Kilmorey. 
This is to show t h a t they are new all 
dead and a fresh election should be held. 

V 

T T was with great interest that I 
attended the 1964 Eisteddfod or-

ganised by the Union of Welsh 
societies in London. This is much the 
same thing as what we would call a 
Feis. But all the proceedings were 
in the Welsh language from beginning 
to end. 

There were quite a number of competi-
tions covering verse-spsaklng and singing, 
both solo and choral. Outstanding was 
the verse-speaking contest for girls be-
tween 30 and 25. These young girls would 
hold their own against many professional 
a c ^ a k . . 

Also there was what is called Cyd-
Adrodd, or choral verse-speaking. The 
Welsh National Anthem "Hem Wlad Fy 
Nhadau" was given a rousing rendering 
both at the end and half way through the 
proceedings, a t the ceremony of the 
Chairing of the Bard. To be chosen for 
this honour competitors have to write a 
poem in the Welsh metric system. 

On* was struck by the number of young 
p u p i l present In the packed-to-oapaclty 
hall. And some of the events ware 
specially for people under twenty. This 
givet the lie te M a t writers In Fleet Street 
journals and the Welsh counterparts of 
our own "anti-national brainwashing" bri-
gade toll us about the y w t h of Wales not 
being Interested In any culture except that 
exemplified by tha Beatles arid the Dave 
Clark Five. Perhaps the culture (includ-
ing language) of email nations is ana-
thema to them because It is a bulwark 
against the samenees and conformity 

ISuJ'StS^^T t0 lm" 
One left this gathering with a feeling 

of compassion for the English youth of 
today, whose life is so culturally barren, 
and to whom the official organs of pub-
licity Offer as a cultural symbol the be-
fringed. electric-guitar twanger. and as an 
ideal of manhood the over-dressed high-
living, secret-service agent of the TV serial 
and the film. 

In another room in the same building, 
as part of the Eisteddfod was an exhibi-
tion of Welsh handicrafts, pho tograph , 
books (there Is a Welsh book club in Lon-
don), and drawings done by pupils of the 
Welsh school In London. 

Finally a word to Irish wOleel If you 
learn ef any Welsh event about to take 
place, such as the 8 t David's Night oort-
oert In the Albert Hall, go along and 
support It. Even though you don't knew 
the language, If vou have any frilling for 
poetry or music you will thoroughly en|oy 

If the seventy-one were allowed to carry 
through the election, then there would 
be a number of lords representing the 
Irish Republic in the British Parliament. 

NOT REPEALED 
Up to now the Bri t ish authorities have 

opposed the replacement of the Irish 
peers who die off. 

But now the . L o r d Chancellor has 
acknowledged receipt of Lord Kilmorey's 
death certificate, and in his reply has 
cited the Act of Union of the year 1800. 

The "Guardian" ha s stated that this 
means that Lord Dilhorne has admitted 
by inference the validity of the Act, and 
that this is quite r ight because it has 
never been repealed. 

The further inference is that the British 
authorities are pleased to have an. oppor-
tunity at this time to re-assert England's 
claim to Irish territory. 

MILITARY 
Irish Nationalist circles have every right 

to feel alarmed a t the development. The 
only full-scale debate on the subject of 
Ireland which took place in the British 
Parliament in recent years has been in 
the House of Lords. In this debate there 
was talk of acquiring Irish harbours for 
British naval purposes, and Irish aero-

dromes for British military purposes. 
The significant thing is tha t the British 

Government resists all efforts to have 
matters relating to I re land discussed in 
the elected House of Commons, but per-
mits it, and may come to encourage it, in 
the undemocratic upper house of wealth 
and privilege. 

The purpose behind this move may be 
to get a number of Irishmen from the 
Republic into the British House of Lords, 
and try to create a, kind of senate for 
the whole of these islands, which would 
not be responsible to the people, but 
where policies could be discussed and co-
ordinated for the advantage of British 
imperialism. 

I R E L A N D A C T 
The real issue is whether the Act of 

Union has been repealed in fact. 
The Government of Ireland Act of 1920 

certainly did not specifically repeal the 
Union, since Mr. Lloyd George hoped 
tha t it would not be long before the "Free 
State" came crawling back to England. 

But the Ireland Act of 1949 stated 
specifically that from the day when Sean 
MacBride declared the Republic by re-
pealing the External Relations Act, the 
twenty-six counties "ceased to be par t 
of His Majesty's dominions." 

How can their lordships claim t h a t the 
1800 Act of Union is still in forte" in a 
territory which was declared in I®49 to 
be no longer par t of His Majesty 's 
dominions? 

An answer to th is question would probe 
deeply Into the real founts, of Bri t ish 
policy towards Ireland, Its partition, and 
the national s ta tus of citizens of the 
Irish Republic resident in Britain: 

F, F. HOLDS CORK, KILDARE 
U / O U L O anybody have forecast, at 
" Christmas time, that the Gov-

ernment would hold the confidence 
of the electorate in Cork and win 
the late Deputy Norton's seat in 
Kildare ? 

At that time there was nothing but 
grumbling over the introduction of the 
unpopular turnover tax which was sup-
posed to raise enough money to bribe 
foreign capitalists into the country's in-
dustrial expansion effort. 

Yet the Government seemed to go back 
on its policy. 

It announced a 12 per cent wage in-
crease which seemed to give away with 
one hand what had been taken by the 
other. 

So while at Christmas the Labour Party 
was crowing like a strutt ing chanticleer 
and setting the Press offices agog with 
what it was going to do as the main 
opposition, the results were not tha t it 
won, but that it lost the seat it had. 

NO POLICY 
In Cork Fianna Pail polled 20.276 first 

preference votes, against Fine Gael's 
13,905 and Labour's 6.296. In Kildare 

it. COLM POWER. 

R.U£. PAY £25 
DAMAGES 

A TWENTY-YEAR-OLD labourer, John 
Nelson Hyndman, ef Carkenny, A ro-

stra*, co. Tyrone, was awarded £25 
damages agalnat flva Newtewratewart 
policemen who were sued for false Im-
prisonment 

Hyndman had also tried to get damages 
for assault but did not succeed. Mr. Deo-
mond Baal told the court:— 

"The defendants, recognising that the 
period of detention was technically un-
justifiable, have agreed to pay the sum 
ef £25 as an Indication of their regret 
for the plaintiff's Inconvenience, and this 
sum has been accepted by the pialntlK." ... 

The alleged oflenoe was not political. 

( 

Fianna Fail polled 13,905, Fine Gael 9,825, 
and Labour 8.214. 

What on earth had happened? 
Well, to start with. Fine Gael had no 

policy a t all. Mr. Dillon had been saying 
it was time enough to have a policy when 
the General Election came along. 

And Labour? Simply blank and nega-
tive opposition to F i anna Fail. From 
this the electorate concluded that they 
would support a Fine Gael government 
and Mr. Dillon as Taolseach. And since 
in effect a vote for Labour was a vote 
for Fine Gael, the only effect of Labour 
intervention was to split the Fine Gael 
first preference vote. ( 

Fianna Fail appeared before the elec-
torate as carrying through necessary but 
unpopular measures in the cause of eco-
nomic expansion, but doing its best to 
mitigate the incidence of the burden. 

Labour might have been in a stronger 
•position if it had adopted a more positive 
a t t i tude to those F inna Fail measures 
which had a clear expansionist purpose. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 
Unfortunately Labour is still a country 

party. 
And in the country its sympathy is with 

the big farmers who "give employment." 
Hence the absence of any Labour policy 
of defending the small farmers, or keep-
ing Irish land out of the hands of the 
foreign take-over merchants who are buy-
ing the country up. Opposition to Fianna 
Fail 's toleration of this process might 
have been one of Labour's strongest 
points. 

But it has moved far f rom the concep-
tions of its founder J a m e s Connolly. The 
Impression one receives f rom Labour pro-
paganda is of a party which leaves the 
f ta t lggle for national Independence to 
others, not merely f rom a feeling tha t 
f t has nothing fresh to contribute, but 
- f rom Indifference. 

This impression, however, would not be 
completely Justified, as there are young 
people within the Labour Party who 
would like to see it r e tu rn to the philo-

iy of Connolly, and have Ideas upon 
this could be done. 

IRISH BANK 

MY LEADER 
TS/rHEN Britain upped the bank rate 

in March this year she took the 
unprecedented step of asking Ameri-
can permission first. 

But she did not consult the c o u n t i e s ^ 
of the sterling Mock whose economic life 
would be affected by the change. 

Not on every occasion do the I r i sh 
banks increase their rates in s tep with 
Britain, but it happened this time, thus 
producing a veritable follow-my leader 
of financial juggling. 

The bank rate Is t h e interest you have 
to pay to get a loan from a bank. T h e 
British economy was (according to the 
parlance of the Tory experts) getting out 
of control . ' Too much business was being 
done. So borrowing had to be made 
harder. 

But when the same thing was done in 
Ireland, despite the 4 per cent ra te of 
expansion of the past few years, it hap-
pened in a country with a different si tua-
tion. For Ireland needs to have easy 
borrowing so as to help farmers modern-
ise and industry get going to keep the 
young people at home. 

So why did the Irish banks not keep 
tilings as they were? 

REASON is the fear that if Interest 
rates in Ireland were kept below those 

in Britain, money held by banks, insur-
ance companies on so. on, might be 
switched from Ireland to Britain so as 
to earn more dividend. In other words, 
trying to make borrowing easy would 
defeat its own object. Instead of keeping 
a position where county councils a n d 
other public bodies could get cheap credit 
to build houses and hospitals, the money 
they wanted would seep away to England, 
and they'd have to hike the banK ra t e 
to get It back again. Might as well do 
it now. said the pundits. 

And what conclusion do we draw f rom 
this? 

It Is tha t as long a s the Republic, for 
all the political independence of Lelnster 
House, is still an English financial colony, 
decisions taken in London will determine 
the lives and livelihoods of Irish people 
living in Ireland. 

The British Government had the Ir ish 
people in a cleft-stick. If they raised 
the bank rate they held up the nat ional 
expansion drive; if they kept It down they 
had it held up for them. 

Lesson : Political independence is not 
enough In the words of James Connolly, 
"We're out for economic freedom as 
well." w. 
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