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V O T E CAN 
THE 

A PROMINENT Irish 
* * politician of the "keep 
moving" variety, who does 
not like the IRISH DEMO-
CRAT at all, recently ex-
pressed the opinion that 
Its survival for a quarter 
century was 'inexplicable.' 

It would be mors to the 
point, however, if its critics 
and opponents, instead of 
sticking ostrich heads into 
the sands of disbelief, wore 
to Mok mi explanation for the 
p)i6n omeium. 

The fact stares them in 
the face that the rebels have 
kept jpfng an Irish Labour-

«im paper which has 
id In continuous pro-

duction for a longer period 
than almost any proooding 

' Wot that wo would compare 
" is with those whose 

were smashed, stall 
arrsoted, or distributors Har-
ried by the forces of Im-

l>m or reaotion. They 
have kept their papers 

> going If the Castle and its 
liQBSoonrn had aUcwed them. 

We point the comparison 
in another direotion. We 
point at those who have 
Imagined that It was only 
neoeasftry to produce a more 
wishy-washy competitor, for 
tho DEMOCRAT to be put 
out of business. Where are 
those competitors today? We 
offer a lesson for those every-
where who think trimming 
soles to the wind Is always 
bettor than steering a firm 
course even In a gale. 

The DEMOCRAT has not 
only survived where others 
have failed; it stands now 
with Its peak circulation and 
readies forward confidently 
and eptftitfstloaiiy for fresh 

Is this? How is it pos-
sible?' 

St reason is that the 
OCRAT stands for a de-

finite policy, which It has 
adhered to through thick 
and thin, it Is a policy which 
though possessing revolution-
ary Implications, Is perfectly 
eound and realizable In our 
time. Because It is realizable 
It ban be put into praotlce 
now. Because It aan be put 
Into prastloe now, It oan be 
tested all the time. Con-
sequently It need not be 
eithof whispered about oon-
spiratoriaiiy or shouted hys-
terically from the roof-tops. 
It Is a policy which appeals 
to oommomenso people In a 
oofttiiWMtttnsi w®3fe 

That poltay Is Inherent An 
fundamental Idea, namely 

If the million Irish 
«M»fc In this eusnuw orea 
•rise and apply t h e l r o r r t -
nlsed strength through the 
medium of the British work-
Mi slass movement, they oan 

] agmpsl any GoverrmnaLJn 

equality 
ttob- cwn poopio in s u re-
•aML "Hi t>< w W f ' oentalne tho 

of 

r 
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than for many jfeajis. 

TACTICS 
• c • • • • v 

by-election meetings in larger numbers 

•\0f 
asking candidates Where they stand on 

. Jag jrajfindiand the Irish In Br i t a in , ^ 
' ' "' ' / '. . * As a result it is*1 b e c d m W more 

widely appreciated that the Irish 
population, now at its highest ever 
in this country, is numerous enough 
to swiaig the next election, since its 
decision to vote or not to vote can 
tip thel balance in over Sixty seats. 

' CONTROVERSY 
Irish newspapers read by the Irish 

in Britain have been carrying heavy 
correspondence. 

In a recent Issue of the "Irish 
Press" Mr. Frank Lee, a respected 
veteran of .the independence 
struggle, urged" the Iriah to vote 
Tory on the* grounds that tho 

THIS 
ISSUE THE 

IRISH DEMOCRAT 
ENTERS ITS 

TWENTY-SIXTH 
YEAR • 

We thank all our readers 
for their long and loyal 

support . 

Belfast prisoners 
released at 

T H E last four Republican prisoners held in Belfast jail since the 
• border disturbances of 1956 onwards, were released on Monday, 

December 16th. 
They are Kevin Mallon (Coalis-

land, Co. Tyrone), Don MacPhiliips 
(Co. Antrim), Patrick Traynor (Co. 
Monaghan), and Denis Foley (Co. 
Kerry). 

Their release was brought about 
by a long sustained campaign con-
ducted by the various branches of 
the National and Republican move-
ments, for which the work of the 
Connolly Association won the sup-
port of over fifty British Labour 
Members of Parliament and much 
trade union support. 

Secretary of the Release Commit-
tee, Mr. Sean Caughey, said to the 
"Irish Demoorat" that "this Is the 
first time for tan years there have 
been no political prisoners In Bel-
fast There Is groat Jubilation, as 
It Is oonsldorod a great victory for 
those who have fought for It over 
tho years." 

It Is understood that Mr. Foley 
was the first released, followed by 
Mr. Mac Phillips. Mr. Foley is said 
to have left for Dublin oil the En-
terprise, while Mr. Mac Phillips de-
cided to stay with a married sister 
in Belfast before going on home. 
Mr. OUagan was Jj; the Jail gates 
with a car to whicn he droVe Kevin 
Mallon to Coalisland, afterwards 

taking Patrick Traynor on to 
Monaghan. 

There was great Jubilation In all 
Ireland, and espeoially in the 
prisoners' home towne where they 
were given a powerful welcome. 

Labour, Party passed the Ireland 
Act Others advised a "partial afct 
stention" such as would raanlt ia. 
the the Tories having to 
for their majority on the votes 
the Ulster Uideniete. 

This, it was argued, would bring 
Labour to its cake and milk. 

On the other hand it is being 
urged that while we have Some 
friends In the Labour Party, we 
have none in the Tory Party, and 
that to abstain or vote Tory is to 
cut off our noses to spite our faces. 

INDEFINITE 
Unfortunately official Labour has 

been woefully indefinite in its state-
ments. 

When the Anti-Partition League 
(United Ireland Association) held 
its annual conference in November 
it was announced that Mr. Wilson 
had been offered their unconditional 
support if he made quite a modest 
move in the direction of clearing 
the way towards an end to partition. 

Unfortunately he gave a reply 
which Indicated that he was under 
the impression that the Ireland Act. 
conferred (of all things!) self-deter-
mination on the six counties, 
whereas what it conferred was the 
right to remain in the United King-
dom, although it had no comparable 
right to leave it. In other words, It 
had self-determination while it 

(Continued on Page Ten) 

T H E 
1 nonvale, CkmatWly, Co . 

Cprk has been snuffed dipt in 
one 
the flour mil ls of 

half the 
Working population tff this small 
village of 160 people, have lost their 
livelihoods. USs means lope of 
£250 a week & wages, an ex-
tremely important'item in the life 
of the village. The first young 
people have already left for Eng-
land. 

Several of those thrown out of 
work have given their ljy.es to, the 
mill. Some will get pensions, fkane 
will get severance pay. It i is .will 
tide them over the first few weeks 
of unemployment. Some of the men 
laid off are sons and grandsons-of 
Shannovale mill-workers. 

IN LONDON 
Closure arises from Rank's "cen-

tralisation" policy. Flour is to be 
milled in Cprk City and Shannon-
vale is to become merely a store. 
Although there is no alternative 
employment in the area, Mr. Lynch, 
Minister for Industry and Com-
merce refused even to meet a. de-
putation of local people who wanted 
him to have the spine to stand up 
against the foreign monopolists. 

What irks people most is that a 
policy decided ultimately in a Lon-
don boardroom can push U a h 
people across the world like pawns 
on a chess board. Was this the 
national independence we fought 
for? .. 

BIRMINGHAM MAYOR SNUBS IRISH 
TN a message to the local 
1 branch of the Connolly 
Association, the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham has indicated that 
he will not permit .the Irish tri-
colour to be displayed on public 
buildings in the city on St. 
Patrick's Day, 1964. 

The tricolour was displayed re-
gularly for over twenty years, but 
a few years ago a deputation of 
Orangemen (of which there can 
scarcely be a hundred to Birming-
ham) called on the Mayor of that 
year who thereupon placed hi6 ban 
on the tricolour. 

Strange how easily the Orange-
men can get a hearing to England. 

Another year a further gratui-
tous Insult was offered to the fifty 

thousand citizens of the Irish Re-
public who live In the midland wen. 
I t was announced that the Mayor 
had Invented a flag for St. Patrick 
—It turned out to be none other 
than the infamous Fitzgerald saltire 
used by the landlord conspiracy to 
get Ireland Into the Union of 1801. 

INSULT 
When Irish people protested that 

this was an insult which in respect 
of any other country would cause 
an international incident, the plan 
was mercifully dropped. 

But the fifty thousand ouildtog 
workers, busmen and hospital work-
ers, with their compatriots to the 
factories are to be flouted again. 
Notice is served on the Iriah to 
Birmingham that their work ia un-

appreciated and their status Is that 
of pariahs. They will undoubtedly 
remember this in the coming elec-
tions. Not only should they remem-
ber it when they vote, but they 
should see that It is mentioned as. 
every political meeting erf the city. 

It is fortunate that as well aa the 
diehard Tories and the Tory-mtoded 
Labour, there are .JStrmingbam 
citizens with both a social con-
science and an anti-imperialist out-
look. 

For example, those Who belong to 
the Movement far Colonial free-
dom. u • 

The Irish to Birmingham should 
organise and tt^tMoa. in concert 
with these so as to «Bpunge the in-
sult and remove the shame. 

te-i 
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ORGANIZATION BRINGS 
VICTORY 

BY 
SEAN REDMOND 

LAST OQNNOLLY ASSOC IATION POSTER WALK. 
DECEMBER 1tth. ON THE 17ttT^HE BOYS 

THIS TOOK PLACE 
WERE LET OUT. 

ON 

'S 

A MEASURE of the increas-
ing interest in the Irish 

efOWBOn was the number of 
otgt&lsations which held meet-
inga on the subject during the 
Ut ter part of Mm. 

On November 37th, the Socialist 
- m * t t o j Of Manchester University 

was addressed by Mr. Sean fled-
mond, Oehera l Secretary of the 
OoaatiHy Association. There was 
jjjiitttfch interest aroused by the 
BH«lilfeil'B remarks that an hour 
W&r the meeting should have 
ended, he was still answering ques-

l. <©He student from the Liberal 
r. Who said he was in touch 
"Manchester 1R.A. men," 

to knew ' i f the Connolly 
'ifgflt. was effective." 

MtU explained to him what 
ttfr %Oflc consisted Of, he agreed 
t h a t f t was obviously effective! 

they no longer had any interest in 
maintaining partition. Such a 
declaration, In the opinion of the 
speaker, would encourage work 
along constructive lines. 

When someone mentioned the 
Black and Tans, Mr. Joe Saunders 
described them as "minor public 
school villains." 

In concluding, the speaker urged 
the audience to work for the im-
mediate aim of restoring democracy 
to the six counties and to seek to 
bring about a change in the policy 
of the Labour movement towards 
Partition. 

A RISING from the Reading 
meeting Mr. Redmond received 

an invitation to speak to t h e 
General Management Committee of 
the Woking (Berks.) Divisional 

(Continued on Pajfe Eleven) 

\ W H E N the celebrations for 
the release of tfie prison-

ers are over and we get down to 
thinking over the victory, what 
do we learn from the campaign? 

First it was a victory. Let no-one 
think that these prisoners were re-
leased because of sdft-heartedness 
on the par t of the British or Stor-
mont Governments. For the last 
five years there ha s been an unre-
mitting struggle. Every man re-
leased came af ter pressure had 
been exerted on the authorities. If 
we had listened to the "nothing 
can be done" brigade the prisoners 
Would still be inside. 

The campaign s tar ted in July 
1958. Kevin Mallon and Francis 

"Talbot were facing their third trial 
fo r murder. Two previous trials 
h a d been postponed. Allegations 
were made tha t these men while In 
custody had been tortured by the 
R.U.C. A petition was launched by 
the Connolly Association in London 
demanding tha t they be released. 
The Association also sent a legal 
observer to the trial. Mallon and 
Talbot were found not guilty, but 
on the same evidence they faced a 
fourth trial, were found guilty and 
sentenced to 14 years and eight 
years respectively. 

The allegations of abuses by the 
R.U.C. resulted in a campaign of 
exposure in Britain and a petition 
-was launched demanding ran in-
quiry by Westminster. AtT tlftS^tiflle 
t^ere were In Belfast jail 167 interr 
0|es, held without charge or trial, 

/ 

Members of the London Sinn Fein picketed Whitehall 
through the bitter 1963 winter. 

and one woman, Miss Bridget 
O'Neill. 

As a result of a campaign, the 
six-county government were quite 
soon compelled to release her and 
21 men, bringing the total down to 
134. 

The Connolly Association ascer-
tained tha t most of the men were 
trade unionists and when the in-
formation of what unions they be-
longed to was communicated to 
their fellow-members in this county, 
action followed. Among the inter-
nees was foundryman James 
Drumm, and in March of 1960 the 
Amalgamated Union of Foundry-
workers a t their annual conference 
called for the release of Drumm 
and all the other internees. The 
m a n who proposed tha t resolution, 
Mr. Dalziel, spoke a t a Connolly 
Association meeting in Trafa lgar 
Square in April of tha t year. 

Fur ther releases brought the 
number down to 90. I t was clear 
tha t the Unionist Government was 
on the run. A demonstration in 
Manchester on September 9th was 
supported by five Manchester M.P.S. 
The fact t ha t the chief speaker was 
Mr. Sean Caughey, Secretary of the 
six county Council for Civil Liber-
ties, was a demonstration of the 
unity of the Irish. Simultaneously, 
the battle was being taken into the 
Stormont Par l iament itself, by the 
Nationalist M J \ s . 

With the approach of Christinas 
the biggest offensive was launched. 
The Connolly Association members 
and supporters lobbifed Par l iament 
and a telegram was sent to Lord 
Brookeborough which was signed by 
83 Labour MJP.s and one Liberal. 
The t rade union group of Labour 
M . P J S (93 strong) protested inde-
pendently. Par t ia l victory was 
achieved. The number of prisoners 
went down to 33 and then to 17. 
But 17 men had to spend Chris t-
mas in jail. 

The final push was now on. A 
fur ther telegram was sent to 
Brookeborough, this time signed 
by -81 M.P.S and Mr. Ted Hill, chair-
man of the British Trades Union 

In April, 1961, the last 
of the internees were released. 

of them had been in jail for 
four years, without a charge or 
trial. 

The campaign then entered its 
second stag?, namely securing the 
release of the prisoners who had 
been convicted, of whom there were 
44 in Belfast and three in Britain, 
Mrs. Mai Nolan, Donal Murphy and 
Joseph Doyle. In the summer of 
1962 Mrs. Nolan Was released 

(Continued on Page Nine) 

2nd, the same 
speaker -addressed the Socialist 
8ouMty of the London Imperial 
College of Science. Again it was 

noticeable that once the curiosity 
of the students had been aroused, 

ihxlous for "knowledge. 
»«hc«s abbot the Special Powers 

ariKKbtholic discrimination 
and the Undemocratic electoral. sy«: 
teth in the six counties particularly 
shodted them. 

TUB Reading Area of the Move-
Went for Colonial Freedom was 

a n t to ftne to hear Mr. Redmond. 
A Weil-* trended meeting took place 
on December 12th. T h e main point 
Which arose in the discussion was 
WhSthet the six counties should be 
"miffctft'iV The speaker explained 
that it was hot the desire of the 
Irish people to "coerce" anybody. 
Today it was the Irish people who 
W«« «cawrted into accepting parti-
tion %y t h e 192® British Act of Par-
liament. 

He t h e n went on to outline Mr. 
•'• recent proposal, in which 

Um W i M i lOovern-
• declaration that 

AMNESTY' TAKES HOSTETTLER TO TASK 
A CHAR A,—I refer to the 

nvMNr by John <tfostMt-
l«r In Oft Otoember Issue of 
the "Irish Democrat" on the 
bwfc wrtMM "tinman Rights 
Tod*," by Maurice Cnmston. 
la Ms mhonrtss excellent re-
view, Mr. Mostatflw stated, 
" . . . it must be said that 
since Its foundation Amnesty 
has apparently taken 'no In* 
terosttn the prisoners Of oon-

Northern Ireland." 

Although your reviewer has 
boon very careful to insert the 
word "apparently" In his sen-
tence, 1 do feel that the 
overall impression given to 
your readers It that Amnesty 
has turned a Mind eye to the 
things that have happened 
and ate happening in North-
ern frslirM. This Is not 
shtotty true, and Indeed 1 can 
assure Mr. Roatettfsr that 

tt^ka^ll^^d „,n, 
w i n ^ i j m m national wm 

work for the release of pri-
soners of oonselenoe In any 
part of the world Including 
Ireland. 

When this organisation was 
founded two years ago by 
Peter Banenson, there was h e 
convenient expression to des-
cribe those people who are Im-
prisoned on account of their 
oelUffe. Amnesty international 
therefore Introduced the term 
"Prisoner of Conscience." The 
definition of this term Is as 
foOWML "Any person who is 
phystoply restrained (by im-
prisonment ar otherwise) m m 
expressing any Honestly held 
opinion (by word or symbol) 
whioh does not adtwsMo vio-
lence." The definition there-
fore excludes those who take 
action to Implement their 
idem, fust as much as It ex-
eUMes those Who advocate vlo-
I 

people 
pointed by tms narrow deflhl-
tien, arguing that if a man 
fools strongly enough about 
his opinions, he onglrt to be 
allowed to put them Into we-
ll en. This may be true, but a 
great many people who believe 
passionately In freedom of 
opinion would reject that 
proposition. Amnesty inter-
national exists to bring to-
gdRmr ail people who believe 
In human freedom; It snaet 
therefore have as Its founda-
tion a proposition -wfctob Is 
universally aooopted. TMs 4s 

I can assure your readers that 
If tlsslr oases fsH within the 
ddnmtlcm i have outlined 

then they oertahfly 
bava boon adopted by 

not to say that those who 
want to, should not support 
the mass of imprisoned nam 
of action, and Ireland Is no 
exception. 

I am not familiar with 
eaoh individual case of the re-
maining prisoners in the 
crumttn Road, Belfast. But 

Lastly, rtMretwt has been 
mM» to your papor and olse-
s M i to the wltodiawai of 
MRtieat status to the 96-
Ooonty Government to the 
RspubWoah Easter LUy pri-
soners. The toots as far as 
they are known Have already 
boon feportM to our inter-
national aoorotariat. I am 
ooMMsnt that as soon as our 
tovssMgatlens a n oemplatod, 
Amnesty international will 
wsdfc as hard tor these men 
and women m Ireland, as any-
where else In this world, 
i s miss le meat mor, 

PATRIOK MAC SW€£UfY, 
Secretary, cigar group, 
AnttiMy international. 
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REPUBLICANISM LIVES ON 
"J-HE fact that for the first time in ten years there are no 

political prisoners in the six counties must afford satisfac-

tion to every friend of Ireland. 
The events which began in 1955 

have now moved th rough their 
cycle, arid in the present posi-
tion it is legitimate to enquire if 
the twenty-six county Govern-
ment really MUST, for t he sake 
of its life, continue the sense-
less persecution of sellers of 
Easter lilies or takers of repub-
lican collections. 

At the same time a too easy 
assumption tha t this is only "as 
you were" would be very mis-
taken. Events which happen 
twice have an entirely different 
status f rom those which happen 
only once. They point not a 
lesson but a principle. The re-
lease of the Belfast prisoners 
ends the second great cycle of 
non-political Republican activi-
ies since the victory of Pianna 
Pail in the early thirties, and 
undoubtedly all friends of an 
Irish Republic which is a Re-
public in more than name, will 
think over the course of these 
campaigns and seek fresh con-
clusions. 

This is not the place to* at-
tempt a balance on the account 
now closed, even if this were 
not premature. 

' i 

But when the auditors get in 
surely they will have important 
questions to weigh up. They will 
have to ask whether it is sound 
in the long run to allow the com-
promising parties the monopoly 
of the political machine, even of 
unacceptable statelets. They will 
have to weigh the risks of going 
into ordinary politics in a big 
way. against the danger that 
those who become prominent in 
them may be corrupted by 
the ever-present influences of 
imperialism. The solution of 
the problem lies in the field of 
National policy. Here they will 
need to consider the all-im-
portant question of securing 
allies, which can be decisive for 
any national movement fighting 
against overwhelming odds. To 
anticipate their conclusions, or 
indeed to jump prematurely to 
our own, would be inadvisable. 

But it needs to be said out 
loud that Republicanism in Ire-
land is not dead. As long as 
the need for freedom exists, the 
Irish people will f ind ways to 
fight for it. The sincere hope 
of all Irish men and women, 
and friends of Ireland, is for 
UNITY in such efforts. 

WORLD COMMENT by PAT DEVINE 

UHURU MARAAMBEE! 
' J 'O the exultant chant of 

" Uhuru-Maraambee," mean-
ing freedom and pull together, 
the newly independent state of 
Kenya came into being on 12th 
December, 1963, after more than 
a half century of imperialist 
oppression. 

Kenya's independence, which fol-
lowed the day af ter Zanzibar 
achieved her independence marks 
a decisive change from an imperial-
ism-dominated Africa to a predomi-
nately-free Continent. 

At the time of the first world 
war, it was the proud boast of the 
Colonel Blimps that the "Sun never 
set on the British Empire." 

Kenya's celebrations seem to have 
been a model for the future . They 
express the great hopes of op-
pressed peoples the world over. 

The much persecuted' and im-
prisoned Jomo Kenyatta joins the 
ever-growing body of ex-prisoners 
and former outlaws who have be-
come official loaders of their liber-
ated countries, which Includes De 
Valera, Nehru, Nasste, Nkruma, 
Banda, Nyerere, Obote, Castro, 
Ben Bella, etc. 

I t augurs well for the future of 
Kenya tha t among the honoured 
guests a t the independence cele-
brations were not only representa-
tives of the leading nations of the 
world, bu t also leaflets of the 
people's liberation fighters, the so-
cailed Mau Mau Generals, to 
whom Kenyatta andj the ,assembled 
thousands" gave a special welcome. 

This was merely justice, recog-
nising the heroes who sacrificed 
so much to win freedom for -their 
country. Without them and their 

struggle, Prince Philip, representing 
Queen Elizabeth, would not have 
been there to hand over the docu-
ments of independence. There was 
no benevolence in his act. I t was 
the power and determination of the 
people that won the day. 

The White Planters who herded 
men and women into prison would 
not be happy to see that famous 
fighter for freedom, D. N. Pritt, be-
ing given his r ightful place of 
honour among the celebrities who 
had been courageous enough to 
stand by Kenyatta In his time of 
trial. 

SERIOUS PROBLEMS 
"Kenya," said a former Colonial 

Secretary, "is God's own country 
with the devil's own problems." And 
Sir Patrick Renlson, ex-Governor 
of the territory, characterised Jomo 
Kenyatta as "the leader to dark-
ness and death." 

Here are some of Kenya's prob-
lems. There are over 50.000 white 
settlers, reluctantly staying on in 
independent Kenya, in the hope 
of salvaging something of their 
previous lush way of life. They are 
not in any sense friendly to the 
Kenyatta Government. 

There are almost 200.000 Asians, 
mostly shopkeepers, clerks and 
salesmen, who fear their jobs may 
be taken over by Africans. There 
are hundreds of thousands of 
Kenya families who are landless, 
and without jobs, and who quite 
understandably expect that inde-
pendence will mean a swift im-
provement in their security and 
standard of living. Their children 
are practically all undernourished. 

FRUITS OF VICTORY 
In acknowledging the independ-

ence of his country Prime Minister 
Jomo Kenyatta said "We are aware 

'DON'T SHOOT THE BUSMAN!' 
EVERYBODY seemed to toe 

blaming the bus workers 
when, just before London's 
busiest pre-Christmas rush, they 
banned overtime, and the 
queues lengthened it seemed to 
miles. 

The question I always used to 
ask was, "Well, then, what should 
they do if they want more money?" 

Believe it or not, I sometimes got, 
from members of the waiting 
throng, the classical a rgument of 
industrial cut-throatism, which runs 
"If they don't like the Job, let them 
pack it in." 

"But then, you'd be worse off 
still," I would remonstrate. 

For indeed the busmen were 
"packing It In" and there were 
thousands short, and the public was 
being taught to expect that since 
there was a shortage of men, these 
who remained should be prepared 
to worik like staves. 

r P H E busmen won their increase 
—but even now they are badly, 

very badly paid for their services, 
it is to be doubted if there will be 
many new recruits. Not for a job 
like that. 

And now the announcement 
- omes that fares are to go up—no 
confidence that enough new men 
will come into the Industry to get 
going all those thousands of idle 
buses lying in the sheds, and earn 
more revenue through a better ser-
vice. 

Why are the fares going up, ask 
the public. "Because the busmen 
are getting more money." say the 
public relations men. the admass 
men, the television men and—the 
Government. 

"Wily can ' t the Government 
i pay the difference and keep tares 
' the same ?" 
i 1 

"Heavens alive, man! Public 
transport must make a profit. To 

ask for anything from the Gov-
ernment is to ask for a subsidy." 

The notion is dinned into the 
British people morning, noon and 
night tha t there is nothing more 
wicked, demoralising, shameful and 
subversive than a subsidy. 

So it comes to this. If London 
Transport cannot run at a profit 
why should the busmen pay a sub-
sidy, by accepting wages that no 
modern industrial worker would 
tolerate? 

QTRANGE, high fares are never 
^ thought of as a subsidy paid 
by the passengers—a subsidy re-
presenting the enormous tax levied 
on diesel oil and spent by the Gov-
ernment on armaments. Why are 
high flares not looked on as a de-
moralising subsidy to the Govern-
ment to enable it to dictate to 
small nations and cut a grand 
figure in the world? 

It looks as if exorbitant fares, 
which pay a subsidy to the Govern-
ment are virtuous improving 
economical taxation. But when you 
want a bit of it back it's a wicked 
subsidy. 

* # # 

NOW two-thirds of the people use 
public transport . Why is it 

good for .them to pay for transport 
through higher f a res and bad to 
do so through a re tu rn to them 
of par t of their taxation? 

Immediately the "car-owr*r" 
leaps at this bait. "What? Jus t 
think of the third of the popula-
tion who have t h e private trans-
port. You don't actually propose 
to tax themt" 

During last year's snow, people 
who always used t h e public trans-
port couldn't get on it for the 
queues of regular car-drivers who 
couldn't stajl, their "beloved mon-
sters" and didn't hesi tate to torce 
regular travellers off the public 
transport to make room for them-
selves. 

If they want it to be ready for 
them in an emergency why object 
to paying some of the taxes needed 
to keep it going? 

T ) U T the "no subsidy" case holds 
even less water t han appears 

on the surface. 

When anybody criticised capital-
ists in the olden days or suggested 
ending the dictatorship of the 
banks, they Were tq}d about the 
poor widow who had he r life's sav-
ings in the birdcage factory down 
the road, and if you nationalised it 
you would have her starving. There-
fore you shouldn't lay a finger on 
the big monopolies. 

If anybody criticises the private 
ownership of transport today he is 
told about the hard-working Bir-
mingham automan who works over-
time all the week, so t h a t be can 
get into his car on a Sunday and 
go and see his mother-in-law. 

Each example misses the point. 
There ought to be provision for 

widows—and those who use the 
widow argument have little to say 
fjboitf, old-age pensioners, the most 
shamefully maltreated people in the 
"affluent" England Mr. Macmillan 
and his friends have created. 

And there ought to be some way 
to get a man to his mother-in-law. 

The question Is heweygr, which 
should be subsidised, the public or 
the private Iranspert user. Todayt 
the private driver expects the roads 
he wears out, tits poilofm«n who 
keep him within bounds, and the 
hospitals who look aftsr him after 
his crashes, tp be provided for by 
the whele community throuvh rates 
and tarn . 

But he can be outraged at the 
thought that public transport, that 
recourse of people who can't keep 
up with the Joneses, should be sub-
sidised. And then when public 
transport is taxed, and private is 

s 

by 
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subsidised, he wonders that the. 
cities clog up, and proposes re-
building them in order to fit them 
to a crazy economic arrangement. 

And while motorist and noiv 
motorist argue the toss, the big 
hauliers smash up the roads with 
heavy transport and expect the 
users of consumer transport to sub-
sidise them. 

Q good luck to the busmen. They 
did a public service' by their 

stand. And good luck to the rail-
waynoen, may they get their de-
mands too. And good luck to the 
postmen, another underpaid section 
tha t gets little appreciation. 

Why should these workers put 
up with insufficient wages when 
the country's taxation is spent on 
rockets that won't fire and bombs 
that won't go off? And escapades 
abroad that always fizzle? 

In any struggle for the economic 
rights of ordinary people, there is 
no doubt where the Irish in Britain 
will be. 

of their ' the people's) deep feelings 
and great expectations for a better 
and higher standard of living. We 
are resolved not to disappoint them. 
We may be a young nation, but we 
derive great strength from our 
unity, from our sense of national 
purpose and from the determina-
tion of our people." 

Kenya has just released 5,000 
political prisoners under the inde-
pendence amnesty. 

At least a million acres of the 
rich White Highland farmlands 
have been divided up Into Masse 
lots and given to the lend I SOI 
peasants. And much more arilI be 
distributed in due course under the 
five-year £25 million land settle-
ment project aimed at providing 
farms for 40,000 African families. 

Mr. Odinga Odinga, Minister lor 
Home Affairs, has said "At present 
we have too many eggs in too few 
export baskets, in future the policy 
would be to concentrate on tea, 
sugar, sisal and cotton, but there 
would also be an expansion of 
dairy produce, meat, wool, hides 
and skins." 

PESSIMISTS DEFEATED 
It is illuminating to read the 

press on Kenya over the past two 
years as I have defee. Almost with-
out fail the so-called experts, Tom 
Stacey, Elspeth Huxley, John 
Katsh, ex-Governor Renison and 
others like Lord Salisbury, have 
predicted gloom, disaster and dis-
order. They have prophesied the 
direst dangers for the white Plant-
ers and urged the British Govern-
ment to delay independence. 

Today, however, there are great 
changes. Kenyatta has njajas«ed 
during recent months to stem the 
outflow of European settlers and 
capital and at the same time a ?as t 
programme of resettlement has 
been launched. 

He has won the support of the 
majority of hi therto dissident chiefs 
and many European farmers. Qe 
has amnestied the liberation fight-
ers and appears likely to enlist 
these heroes in efforts for the new 
Kenya. 

He and his Government stand 
firmly against apartheid, the colour 
bar and segregation and lor an end 
to racial prejudice. 

Weil might John DiHkm in the 
"Irish Times" writs: "Only once so 
far, i think, have I had P L j g N w 
that I was In the presen* I I g 
great man and that wip ( H p I 
met Jomo Kenyatta in NtfrjtM on 
September 1«th, 1961" 

I feel very proud indeed, in re-
trospect, to recall that I knew J omo 
Kenyatta well when he wa$ in 
England. Although he was a] 
a striking figure, it would be J 
of me to suggest that the g u ^ 
of the man was evident in those 
days. 

He was an intelligent, active 
vocate of the independence tit' _ 
people and stood four square for 
the emancipation of the 
class. 

In the name of all 
"Irish Demeorat" I am 
wish Kenya and Its 
by Kenyatta, avery 

Knew and dMkeutt road 
land prosperous future. 
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THE WEST 
A look at the small farm problem 

T T is a widely-held view that 
the holdings of land in the 

West are too small, and that 
they will have to be rearranged, 
if a pattern of family farms 
to survive th^re. This view 
based on the return per acre, 
which is poor, and the return 
per man over 18 years on the 
land, which is worse. It con-
templates, however, the exten-
sive use of land as pasture, and 
one. can sit down with those 
who hold it and argue. 

There is another view which is 
urged with growing force and im-
patience ! T h e West is a drag on 
the expanding economy of the 26 
counties;, in t h e interests of the 
general economy, the West shoifld 
be dispersed. Here, we are npt 
a n ecdnomic issue but a philosophy 
which is both evil and terrible. 

Passing th rough this zone of 
views, we come to the West itself. 
Two aspects of t he western scene 
deserve some attention before dhe 
speculates" on the future of the 
West. T h e y ' a r e (a> the state of 
things there, (b)' the state of mind 
of the people there. 

The state of things can be easily 
stated. The townlands are still 
thinning theihselves of people 
through emigration. How fa r t he 
thinning o a t a h a s gone, who walks 
t h e roads cab r e a d in the aban-
doned houses. T h e age structure 
of the people s t i l l there reveals t h a t 
a n t | p » ten to fifteen years will 

m a n y of the remaining 
h t i H K ' > v : •*•' 

Where thefe ate young families 
thjHJittetti depend, in large part, 
on earnings outside their holdings 
to support the homes, in njany 
cases m earnings outside th% coun-
try, for most of the ^eftr. Children 
who see thetjf fathers lean on jobs 
rather than tm their fields are un-
likely to choose the fields when 
their own time far choice comes. 
nVTOW for ' ths "tate of mind. I t 
^ fairly proclaims itself & a 
gloomy commentary on life. There 
is nothing for anybody in the West, 
i n another thirty years it wilt be 
a wilderness. Who would blame 
youngpeopie for flying from it? 
And jobs would not hold them. 
There were so^nd-so who turned 

l good Jobs; so-and-so 
as good'holdings of 

» in the parish. . . . 
the state of mind 

Where does one look for a good 
witness on the state of mind? 
Once a man cute adrift from his 
townland he Is not a good witness. 
The young n o who is convinced 
lie must get is a touchy one, too. 
Tbe patents who have seen their 
children go w e often bitter, if not 

The best witness is the man 
is still in Ireland 

s for them in England 
or kaptlans^ better still, get a 

i of such men together. 

their way of life is 
a poor way C(f life. It cheats them 

wives of their lives to-

their 1 
who 
land as 
So much J 

gether. I t robs t h e fathers of the 
enjoyment of the childhood of their 
children. As between taking their 
families with t h e m into the en-
vironment in which they earn their 
living and finding rewarding em-
ployment back wi th their families, 
they will not delay a moment in 
making their choice—rewarding em-
ployment in Ireland would be their 
ins tan t decision. 

One cannot ra ise any hope of 
secure employment outside the farm, 
so the talk goes on to a way to 
use the • holdings to give them a 
new earning power. Men are slow 
to believe the like can be done, but 
out of all the talk it became clear 
t h a t £ 5 a week, new earning, f rom 
their holdings would drain these 

vision of their social life enters into 
their decision. 

This is all sheer, simple, down-
right nonsense. Nothing, nothing is 
involved but the economic factor. 
The average earning for an un-
skilled worker in Britain is around 
£17 a week. Suppose there was 
employment a t £17 a week through-
out Mayo for every man anxious 
to work, how much of a t ide of 
emigration would there be? Would 
Camden Town on a Saturday night 
be any gayer than Swinford in tha t 
setting? 

This nonsense that there is any 
influence a t work, other t h a n the 
failure of the economy to expand 
to provide full employment, has 
been spread throughout this coun-

By 
PEADAR O'DONNELL 

whose pioneer work in Co. Donegal 
has saved many a small farm 

from extinction 
half-emigrants back. At £8 a week 
men who had t hough t themselves 
emigrants would l ight the fires 
again in the old homes. 
i r p H I S is where t h e Glencolumb-

cille experiment becomes of 
such magic importance. This year 
one m a n there ha s broken through 
to earn £500 on vegetables at fac-
tory prices. This breakthrough, and 
the breakthrough of all those who 
are learning to t rus t their land to 
give them a living, is made possible 
only through co-operation. In this 
way the machinery to take the 
drudgery out of t h e work and tech-
nical guidance can be provided. 

T h e prospect of bringing the 
small f a rm as a whole into use, not 
alone in vegetables but in many 
ways, creates a new vision of t h e 
countryside—a pa t t e rn of family 
holdings in full use linked with the 
local town—that is t he full social 
unit, the countryside and its town. 

No-one knows as yet what re-
ad jus tment of holdings may be 
necessary within t h e cooperative to W H E N *" beside a vigil keep, 
stabilise this nattem hut on* thine The West's asleep, the West'i 

try to shelter the failure of succes-
sive governments to do their job. 

Why have successive governments 
failed? I n this a great measure of 
fault rests on the people themselves. 

Empires let go a lot more easily 
on the political level than on the 
economic. Monopoly Interests that 
flourished during the conquest oan 
only be overcome if the full foroe 
of all the people goes into a demand 
to use the measure of political free-
dom achieved as an instrument to 
achieve eoonomlo independence. 
The people's demand for economic 
expansion has to be energetic, sus-
tained, Impatient, else the roots of 
monopoly interest will take over. 

.T should the people ask of 
the government they elect? 

That it shall state a plan for a 
national economy and set up the 
machinery for it in full view of 
all. There are obvious first steps. 
Such industries as have arisen 
within the f rustra t ing policies of 
the conquest should be brought 
together to set out their blueprint 
lor expansion, with State credits. 

They would be required to come 
to terms with the trades unions on 
the level of profits, so that work-
ers would know tha t increased pro-
ductivity went towards the national 
effort. Outside the scope of private 
enterprise, State initiative should 
be exercised. Tariffs would be 
necessary to prevent the monopo-
lies outside from dumping goods on 
the Irish market, but the native in-
dustries, enjoying this expanding 
and profitable market, would be ex-
pected to probe their way into 
export markets. Tariffs without a 
national plan merely mean tha t 
British monopolies add "Ireland," 
in brackets, to their labels and set 
up branches here to reap the reward 
of high prices, but these branch 
firms are forbidden to export: 
Ireland-in-brackets labels really 
signify industry in handcuffs. These 
things happen because there has 
not been sustained pressure f rom 
below to put any government in 
jeopardy that neglected a national 
plan for industrial expansion. 

In agriculture, Bri tain left the 
country in a mess, both in the pat-
tern of land distribution and in the 
use of land. The road forward here 
would be a land utilisation authority 
for guidance on the enlightened use 
of l and There should be coura-
geous credits to farmers and a Land 
Purchase Authority to ensure t ha t 

THE WEST'S AWAKE 
By Thomas Davis 

stabilise this pat tern , but one thing 
is clear: If consolidation has to 
take place in t h a t setting, it will 
be on a high level. Compare t ha t 
with the drab, unimaginative and 
callous programme of leaving it to 
na ture to create a wilderness of de-
serted holdings, which will be 
lumped together fo r sheep farms, 
or sold to non-nationals. No, the 
men who turn their backs on their 
holdings can be reached, if the land 
can give a rewarding return. 

Wha t about this tale that jobs 
won't hold young men, that men 
throw up reasonably good jobs and 
emigrate? Of course they do. So 
many have to go t h a t their going 
creates a tide that drags other men 
from the mooring of their employ-
ment. Hence the tale that it is 
the bright lights t h a t draw them; 
that freedom from the harsh super-

asleep, 
asleep. 

Alas! and well may Erin weep, 
When Connaoht lies In slumber 

deep. 
There* lake and plain smile fair and 

free, 
'Mid rocks their guardian chivalry. 
Sing, 01 let man learn liberty 
From crashing *wlnd and lashing 

sea. 

That chainlets wave and lovely land 
Freedom and Nationhood demand; 
Be sure, the great God never 

planned, 
For slumbering slaves a home so 

grand. 
And long, a brave and haughty race 
Honoured and sentinelled the place. 

Sing, 
Oh I not even their sons' disgrace 
Can quite destroy their glory's 

trace. 

For often, In O'Connor's van, 
To triumph dashed each Connaoht 

clan, 
And fleet as deer the Normans ran 
Thro' Corrsliabh Pass and Ardrahan; 
And later times saw deeds as brave, 
And glory guards Clanrloarde's 

grave, 
Sing, Oh! they died their land to 

save 
At Aughrim's slopes and Shannon's 

wave. 

And It, when all a vigil keep, 
The West's asleep! the West's 

asleep! 
Alas! and well may Erin weep 
That Connaoht lies In 8lumt$£jpeep. 
But hark! a voloe like thunder spake 
"The West's awake! the West's 

awake!" 
Sing, Oh! hurrah! let England 

quake, 
We'll watch till death for Erin's 

sake! 

Science in Irish industry BY 
R. H. W. JOHNSTON, Ph.D. 

IRELAND and Norway, both 
1 small countries, with simi-
lar poptffatiotis (Norway's Is 
Just over three millions), nave 
many similar economic prob-
lems. They have much to 
learn from one another; and 
in the Held of industrial and 
scientific ""research we could 
profitably be Norway's pupils. 

Such would be the oonolusion 
Of anyofta attending the confer 
ones S c i e n c e and Economic 
Growth" held in Oeoember at the 
Intercontinental Hotel, Ball* -
bridge, Dublin, and aponeored by 
the Institute for' Industrial Re-
search and t8andards. 

This go-ahead body has ex-
panded rapidly In the last two 

when Its terms of refer-

ence have been revised under a 
new Act and a new director, ap-
pointed, Mr. J. Cranly, previously 
head of Kevin Street College of 
Technology, who organised the 
conference. 

Mr. Robert Major, Director of 
the Royal Norwegian Counoll for 
Scientific and Industrial Research, 
gave the main addrees at the con-
ference on science and Industrial 
research In Norway. An Interest-
ing historical link Is that Mr. 
Major's great-great-grandfather 
wae one of the leaders of the '98 
Rising, after which he escaped to 
Norway, presumably with Napper 
Tandy, and settled there. 

It must have been a ohastening 
experience for the three Ministers 
and 250 representatives of State 
and private companies to hear of 
a country of 3} million population 

which spends over £11 million 
annually on Industrial research, 
has developed Its own Indepen-
dent trend towards establishing 
"know-how" induetrlee and away 
from "local raw materials" Indus-
tries, and where sclenoe students 
have quadrupled since 1955. Yet 
the Industrial etruoture Is not 
vastly different from Ireland's: of 
20,000 firms In Norway Only 70 
employ over 1,000 and only two 
employ over 10,000 people. 

The Norwegian goverment ap-
parently recognises that Industrial 
research Is beyond the scope of 
most small firms and provide 
funds accordingly; some of these 
funds oome from a state lottery. 

Their solenoe policy Is to spe-
cialise astutely and to concentrate 
their foroes on relatively few 
scientific problems, those that are 

.central to the national economy 
and that they can do well. 

Irish expenditure on all re-
search, scarcely exceeds a million 
pounds. If this conference suc-
ceeds In bringing home the dis-
crepancy to a few people In key 
positions, it will have served a 
good purpose. 

The conference confirms the 
existence ol a new forward-looking 
atmosphere In Irish science. This 
became evident last month when 
the Scientific Exhibition at 
Royal Dublin Soolety drew a ml 
attendance of 30,000 people Ih four 
days, many of them young people 
and schoolchildren, and aoqualnted 
the Irish publlo with the existence 
of a body of applied seientlflo 
effort serving Irish Industry and 
agriculture that would have been 
undreamed of ten years ago. 

all land coming on the market 
should be bought to build up ad-
joining small farms to an economic 
level and to create a pool of hold-
ings to be made available on lease. 
All land in feeble, careless, non-
national hands should be negotiated 
into the Land Pool to be leased. 
Here again steady pressure from 
below would be necessary. 
I S it not a strange thing tha t in 
* face of such neglect, t h e people 

have been conditioned towards 
gloom, when they should be danc-
ing on their toes in anger. For it 
is government neglect t h a t has 
wrecked the Irish countryside. 

Into the wrecked countryside, the 
Irish Sugar Company, act ing and 
speaking through General Costello, 
appeared with a message of hope, 
to startle the people into an aware-
ness of the neglect. This appear-
ance of the Irish Sugar Company 
as the ally of the small f a r m coun-
tryside has provoked the forces of 
reaction into opposition to the co-
operative association of small 
farms, in the pattern of t he Glen-
columcille experiment. 

Father McDyer is loudly cursed 
for interfering with the course of 
nature in dispersing the West, and 
General Costello is doubly cursed 
for giving Father McDyer's plan 
shelter and support. I t is a t this 
point tha t the issue must be knit. 
The Glencolumcille plan needs to 
be duplicated over many pa r t s of 
the West, so that it may become 
a realistic probe, and it mus t be 
done with the enlightened and 
dedicated leadership available to it 
through the Irish Sugar Company, 
under the direction of Genera l Cos-
tello. Passive skills in t h e hands 
of a control tha t has only passive 
goodwill are of no use. Dedication 
is necessary a t every level. 

What hope is there for a plan to 
create a series of Co-operative 
Societies in the Glencolumcille pat-
tern throughout the West? The 
answer to t ha t is simple: How 
much is the West prepared to do 
to get them? 

It is not easy to be hopeful t ha t 
the government of the 26 counties 
will reach out effectively to the 
small farm countryside. I t has by-
passed Irish industrialists with its 
credits and set up a shout for out-
side monopolies to come here. The 
need for employment is too urgent 
for us to cry out against th is at 
this stage, but it only sharpens the 
need for strengthening t h e home 
factor in industry, and for widening 
direct state initiative. T h e trades 
unions have failed to lead ma3s 
pressure from below. 

There have, of course, been some 
positive results, even f rom the Ire-
land (in brackets) industries, but 
the measure of political f reedom we 
enjoy has not been used to push 
for the economic independence so 
loudly proclaimed as our national 
goal. 

We have drifted, until suddenly 
the danger signal is flashed. I t is 
as if the weakening of the national 
influence within the expanding in-
dustry broke through to begin to 
disrupt the nation. The danger 
signal? This cry for the f u r t h e r 
dispersal of the West. T h e issue 
is not just the West, but the very 
existence of the nation*. 
"|-HE whole Irish countryside 

• could be brought to Its feet If 
the West will offer itself as the 
point of rally: If Mayo will again 
offer itself as the point of rally. A 
stand can be taken on a concrete 
Issue: That evory small farm com-
munity that will oommit Itself to 
a oo-operatlve effort to bring the 
holdings Into full and intensive use 
and Intensive use shall gdt govern- -
ment credits for Its oo-operatlves, 
under the Sugar Company's guid-
ance. Take your stand there, and 
all the forces of reaction will got I 
Into battle against you on an Issue 
that they can't win. 
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Mrs. Fiona Connolly-Edwards daughter of James Connolly records 

A CHILD'S MEMORIES 
iona. 

LIAM MELLOWS 

NOTES & NEWS 
A U R Cork correspondent 
" writes: Surprising allega-
tions were made when em-
ployees of Goulding Fertilisers 
put in a claim for £1 a week 
(and in the case of some £2 a 
week) dirty money. Formerly 
windows were left open to 
allow for extraction of dust and 
fumes. Local residents com-
plained and this was stopped. 

# # * 

Mr. Sean Lemass has refused to 
see a deputation of Irish housewives 
who are protesting against the 
turnover tax. He says he wants 
to coax foreign capitalists to Ire-
land. 

# * * 

Mr. Frank Lee h a s written to 
the "Irish Press" saying tha t he 
and his colleagues in Willesden 
have told the local Labour Par ty 
that, like the proverbial elephant, 
the Irish will never forget the Ire-
land, Act, and t h a t there should not 
be a single Irish vote for the 
"Labour humbugs." The Labour 
candidate is Alderman Freeson, In 
East, who is opposing Mr. Skeat; 
in West Willesden the sitting 
Labour candidate is Mr. Laurie 
Pavitt. Next to Paddington and 
Kensington Willesden is the 
borough most densely populated by 
I r ish people in Britain. The sub-
ject is being discussed at an "Irish 
Democrat" conference a t the Con-
way Hall on January 5th, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

* * * 

Although the North-East ship-
yards are to get orders amounting 
to 320400 tons, and Scotland 2*9,000 
torn In the Gowrnment's "buy the 
unemployed vote" election window-
dressing, Belfast is to get only 
91«aM tons for the biggest and 
most sflolent yard in Europe. Why 
no hand-outs for Belfast? Because 
the Bovernment knows they'll vote 
Tory anyway. But will they? 

According to statistics recently 
issued 15,000 farmers in the six 
counties have incomes less than 
£300 a year, with a fur ther 10,000 
between £300 and £500. Those 
with ina>mes between £500 and 
£1,000 number 19,000, whereas those 
with incomes over £1,000 number 
only 6,000 all told. That means 
tha t as many farmers earn less 
than £500 a year as earn more 
than it. 

* * * 

Takeovers are rapidly increasing 
in the twenty-six counties. Soon 
the whole wealth of Ireland will 
belong to cross-channel interests 
and another revolution will be 
necessary. Reports come from 
Drogheda, Dublin and Limerick of 
vast British purchases o£ important 
main-strtet shops. Meanwhile 
agents of German estate agents 
roam the west coast disguised as 
students and tourists, marking off 
in, coloured ink farms likely to 
come up top eale In the next few 
years, 

"JJELLO. F 

"A (all policeman smiled in-
gratiatingly down at me. 1 
looked up at him, unsmilingly. 
"How's your sister Nora," he 
asked, "and where is she?" 

I gave him a toss of my red 
hair, though my heart had 
missed a beat. "At work, of 
course." 

Nora was not a t work. She was 
in the U.S.A. on a secret mission. 
I knew that of course, though I do 
not know now how I knew. As far 
as I can remember no one had told 
me about Nora going away or that 
it was forbidden to talk about it. 
But I knew. And now I was a little 
frightened. I looked up at the uni-
formed figure. I was ready to take 
off, but with a light touch on the 
shoulder he detained me: "When 
will you see her?" "Tonight when 
she comes home." And I was away, 
fear lending wings to my feet, rac-
ing down the road, despite the wild 
beat of my heart. 

Later, at tea, I nonchalantly re-
marked, "A policeman sent our 
Nora his love." After the first 
s tunned silence Mama questioned 
me about it and I had my moment 
in the limelight, which I savoured 
to the full. 

* * * 

M Y parents had discussed the 
question as to whether they 

should tell me of Nora's departure 
and warn me against idle chatter, 
for I could chatter non-stop for 
hours, my mother told me years 
late. Father was of the opinion 
tha t to do so was to give the mat-
ter importance in my eyes and per-
haps magnify the danger of my 
talking. My mother was not so 
sure: "If you explain to her how 
important it is NQT to talk, she 
won't," was her opinion, but my 
fa ther disagreed. The outcome was 
tha t it was decided to say nothing. 
Telling me about it, she said, "And 
how you preened yourself when you 
had shot your bolt tha t day. I am 
sure you knew we had all stopped 
breathing at that table." Laugh-
ing, she added. "I might have 
known it would be all right." 

XSTE had a small cottage in 
* * Crawfordsburn, near Bangor, 

where the family spent week-ends 
in the Spring and Summer. I t was 
a popular place among the boys 
and girls of the Fianna and many 
happy days were spent there. In 
the Winter, however, it was not 

A Y O U N G D liicl s memor ies reviewed f r o m 
matur i ty seem to me to resemble a ba tch 

of pho tog raphs . A child w h o lived in a fami ly 
like ours , where every m e m b e r was every day 
con t r ibu t ing in some little way to the p repara -
tion fo r an event which w a s to prove the first 
b r e a k - u p of the Brit ish Empi r e , has a very full 
a l b u m of pic tures ; some are clear-cut and well-
p rese rved , others are b lurred a bit at the edges 
like p h o t o g r a p h s which h a v e been kept for 
m a n y years . He re are a f e w of mine : JAMES CONNOLLY 

OF EASTER WEEK 
much used and Mama went down 
regularly to light fires and keep 
the place well aired and cared for. 
I usually went along, too. The only 
thing I remember of that cottage 
is the masses of poppies in the 
garden. 

Mama and I had been down to 
the cottage one Saturday and as 
we came into the kitchen at home 
Mama cried out, "Why, Liam, what 
a lovely surprise!" I had dashed 
across the room preparing to fling 
myself on the figure sitting beside 
the fire. Half-way there I stopped, 
bewildered. This was not Liam. Be-
fore I had time to turn, to fly back 
to Mama,. Nora's gleeful laughter 
rang out. " I t will work, Barney; it 
will work." This was Barney Mel-
lows sitting a t the fire. In my 
picture memory it seSms tha t he 
was reading or studying a note 
book, which he had laid down as 
we entered. Word had come out 
from Mountjoy, where Liam was 
finishing a sentence, that he was 
to be deported to England and my 
father had sent Barney down to 
Belfast with instructions to Nora 
to work a switch with Barney and 
get Liam back to Ireland. The only 
snag was t ha t word had not come 
as to what town he was being 
sent. Nora and Barney went off to 
England and it was only af te r an 
agonishing wait there of four days 
that word reached them in Bir-
mingham tha t Liam would arrive 
in Leek the next morning. They 
hired a car, dashed to Leek, made 
their switch and within 48 hours 
Liam was standing in our kitchen 
in Belfast surrounded by a babb-
ling group of Connolly girls. That 
is the last picture I have of Liam, 
and it is the last happy picture I 

have for some time. Those that 
followed were mostly tinged with 
fear, unrest and insecurity. I was 
too young to share the ideals of 
my family, their hopes, in fact, I 
did not understand what it was all 
about. I only knew something im-
portant was happening in which all 
the family were doing their share.-

* * * 

HT«HE picture of Good Friday a t 
Liberty Hall is very blurred 

indeed. The bustle and atmosphere 
of great preparations there when 
we arrived from Belfast was prac-
tically tangible. I see my mother 
looking at my father anxiously and 
saying, "but he is only a child, 
James." And my father 's stern 
reply, "He is fifteen, Lillie." I knew 
they were discussing my brother 
Roddy and that my mother was 
unhappy about it. This was a 
father I did not know; a stern, 
serious, unsmiling father; a father 
tha t did not even know I was in 
the room. A strange experience for 
me. Everybody had work, important 
work to do, in which I had no par t 
and I was feeling unhappy and, 
worst of all, isolated. 

I find I have no real picture of 
tha t Easter Week at Madame's cot-
tage except one. We stood on a 
large rock some way from the cot-
tage and we could see the reflec-
tion of Are in the sky. I heard 
them say, "That is Dublin burn-
ing." My mother clasped her hands 
and looked towards the city. . Her 
lips moved but no words came. 
What were her thoughts? Her two 
men folk — her husband and her 
only son — where were they in 
tha t inferno? And her two girls — 
Nora and Ina — she did not even 
know where they were. My poor 

THE MOVEMENT IN MANCHESTER 
i rrHE famous memorial to the 

Manchester Martyrs, Allen 
Larkin and O'Brien, is in such 
serious need of repair that un-
less funds are forthcoming soon 
the local authority will insist on 
its demolition. 

This was disclosed by Mr. Austin 
Fitzmaurice, chairman of the com-
mittee that holds the deeds and 
organises the annual commemora-
tion, at the smallest-yet gathering 
held in November 1963. 

Mr. Eamonn Thomas of Sinn Fein 
said the decline in interest was due 
to the policies of Irish governments. 
I t is, however, equally due to the 
Irish in Manchester fighting among 
themselves instead of standing to-
gether and showing they were a 

• force worth reckoning witii. 
* Why does tlie committee not ap-
point some permanent trustees to 
look af;ter the memorial and then 
throw open the committee to repre-
sentatives of every Irish organisa-
tion in Manchester with the Job of 
revivifying the commemoration and 

renovating the memorial ? This 
commemoration was never intended 
as and should not be the private 
preserve of one party or organisa-
tion. The attempt to make it tha t 
is the main cause of the decline. 
Why should other people support 
something where they are not 
wanted and never allowed any say? 

The committee are placing a 
limitation of themselves which is 
not necessary. They should realise 
nobody is trying to displace them, 
and that there is a fund of goodwill 
for them if they will accept it. * * * 

IRISH culture continues to flour-
ish in Manchester. Mrs. K. 

O'Reilly's work for Irish dancing is 
well known and her willingness to 
help Irish organisations to a deeper 
appreciation of it is evidenced for 
years. Now Comhaltas Ceoltoiri 
is rapidly expanding arid bringing 
Irish music throughout Lancashire. 
Liverpool Ceili Band were cham-
pions of all Ireland in 1963, and 
Liam Greenhall has now started a 
new branch in St. Helens. Shortly 
be sails for America. 

The Manchester branch meets at 
Stretford Road Hotel whose pro-
prietor, Luke Mullen, is its trea-
surer. Chairman is Pat Kilroy, 
former chairman of the Connolly 
Association in the Manchester area. 
Its membership includes Felix 
Doran (all-Ireland champion piper) 
and Michael Conroy with six all-
Ireland and six Leinster medals for 
his performances on the har-
monica. 

* * * 

' r p H E new C.A. pamphlet on the 
A Manchester Martyrs, written 

by James McGill and T o m Redmond, 
has sold very well in Lancashire. 
Mr. McGill is to address the Man-
chester branch on the programme 
of the first Dail at 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, January 21st, the 42nd anni-
versary of its first meeting. The 
branch meets at 94-96 Grosvenor 
Road. All Saints. On January 14th 
Tom Redmond speaks on Archer-
Jackson's book "The Irish in 
Britain'" and on the 28th Thomas 
Watters on the Irish and the 
General Election. 

mother! I can still see h e r small 
silent figure on that big, flat, white 
rock. 

* * * 
"VORA had an automatic which 

Mama wanted her to throw 
away. We were staying in the home 
of William O'Brien and Mama was 
afraid of the house being searched. 
Nora did not want to par t wi th it. 
Finally, Nora hit on a good idea. 
"Let Fiona wear it round her 
waist. They'll never search a child." 
Mama did not like the idea but 
Nora won the argument. So the 
gun was put on a tape and I wore 
it for some time. No one suspected 
the terror I experienced every time 
I passed a soldier in the streets. 
One evening we were having tea 
when a British officer drove up and 
asked to see Mama. He was brought 
in and seated beside Mama a t the 
head of the table. If my memory 
serves me right he was a South 
African and he was trying to per-
suade Mama to take something in 
to my father and "not gtve the 
British Government the satisfac-
tion of executing him." Qui te an 
argument went on but F d id not 
follow it. I had a problem of my 
own. I do not believe for a 
moment that the m a n even 
noticed the thin, untidy child at 
the end of the table, bu t I was 
convinced that he would ar res t me 
before he left. My problem was: 
should I remain where I was or 
should I run out and hide while he 
was talking to Mama and William. 
I do not think it was courage tha t 
kept me sitting there. I juefc had 
not the strength to get up* I do 
not know how long t h a t officer 
stayed but I do know every lioe of 
his face was etched indelibly on 
my memory and I could have 
picked him out in a crowd any day 
in the years that followed. I won-
der what did happen to t h a t auto-
matic in the end? 

f i iHE last picture I have of my 
father has no shadows, no 

atmosphere, no unhapplness. Here 
was my loving, merry l a t h e r again. 
He was in bed with a cage on his 
leg. An officer who had accom-
panied my mother and me up the 
stairs at Dublin Caatte w a s stand-
ing at the end of the room with 
his back towards us, but as fax as 
I was concerned we were alone 
again after a long Reparation. My 
mother, my father and I. I was 
completely happy Uy mother held 
my father's hand « id they talked 
quietly. I scrambled all over the 
bed, chattering unceasingly. For-
tunately, for my parents, I had 
that happy disposition tha t never 
required an answer. Utter, com-
plete happiness is my recollection of 
that day at Dublin Castle when I 
last SAW my father. 

"S 
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Qxwty, on, JjUaA StemovuU 

I JOIN with others In oongra-
1 filiating the 'Irish Demo-
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Irish 
crat ' on reaching its 25th birth-
day. For a journal which has 
been kept alive by voluntary 
services and donations that is 
quite, middle-aged ! The Irish 
people have proceeded fa r 
since the "Democrat" s tarted; 
but they have still far to go., 
' e n e d l s -

ttt*t|dn. «ft has been concerned 
not wily with the political free-
dom of the Irish people. irishmen 
of-all classes have been concerned 
about that; during the years it 
l iM 'not been difficult to raise 

, > money for that purpose; large 
< sums have been contributed from 
< i America. If the "Democrat" had 

existed only to claim Ireland's 
political independence, its life 
would have been easy. 

But it has stood for much more 
than that Political Independence 
ia not enough. Nearest to all of 
ue are problems of employment, 
wages, prices, houses^ the educa-
tion for our children. These are 
the problems which determine the 
happiness and weilbelng of our 

Tit* "Democrat," all through its 
lite, tun stood M l only for the 

freedom >of the "Irish 
but for their economic 

This Hat brought It up 
MM vested-AMsrests, and 

those who are rk*. It has had 
' to deoend on the gunoort of work-
j e n . " M IS thanks ifo the sacrifice 

ef * ordinary men 'and: women that 
the "Pemesrat" has pulled 

» through. Aft honour to Ul 
The straggle for inland's poH-

•!; tlcal freedom Is not yet over, ire-
, land remains partitioned. We all 

' f ' when Katanga tried to 
i secede from the Congo. Ulster Is 

" Ireland's Katanga. Irish people 
1 '• is united. • • ' 

f t tt true that the problem of 
the unity of Ireland was recon-
sidered. tt used to fee argued that 

| the difference In th* two eoono-
• 

» «m»1jgbi a reaeea not for dM-
ur for union, in any nation, 

We're out for economic independence too" 
by 

MR. A. FENNER BROCKWAY, M.P 
those who are better off should 
help those who are less well off. 

But even this reason has now 
gone. The north has heavy un-; 
employment. It is distressed. The 
time has coma to look at Irelai 
as a whole, to build a balanced 
economy in which the industries: 
of the north will serve as comple-
mentary to the agriculture of the 
south. On that basis, with con-, 
structive planning, a nation oould. 
be re-created to end poverty ir 
both south and north. 

It is time that the religious 
quarrel was ended. The Catholics 
are proud of their church and,' 
religion. The Protestants are 
Jealous of their freedom. Let the 
private convictions of both be re-
spected—but that should not pre-
vent them uniting to build a great 
and happy nation in which 
poverty shall be ended. 

Poverty Is the same for Catho-
lic and Protestant. Let them 
cherish their religions. But let 
them unite on the public issues 
where they have common Inter-
ests. 

Do you sometimes feel that 
there is no point in carrying on 
the struggle? Nonsense, brothers 
and sisters! Nonsense, particu-
larly for those of you who are 
youngl 

You are living at a time when 
what we call the Establishment, 
the entrenched stronghold of the 
privileged, is being challenged, 
and IS beginning to orumble. 

Ireland's historio struggle was 
against Imperialism. Who dares 
to call himself an imperialist 
today? * I took part In Ireland's 
struggle fifty years ago. I was In 
prison with your leaders. What 
a change today! 

AS chairman of the Movement 
for Colonial Freedom (to 

which I am glad the Connolly 
Association is affiliated) I've 
fought -imperialism everywhere. 
What a transformation there has 
been! 

I don't suggest that we In Eng-
land have been mainly respon-
sible. No: the greatest credit lay 
with the peoples of the nations 
which were under alien occupa-
tion, just as the greatest credit 
rested with the Irish people. But 
we have Influenced the British 
Parliament and especially the La-
bour Party. We have helped in 
the revolution against imperial-
ism. 

And you, by your effort, can still 
change the pattern of Ireland, can 
contribute to its reunion, can 
strengthen all tltofe forces In Ire-
land (and among Irish people In 
England) which are engaged in 
the struggle to^end poverty, to 
give every Irish )>oy and'gift the 
opportunity of a full and happy 
life. 

So carry on, Irish friends! 
Carry on, "Irish Democrat"! Carry 
on until your nation is reunited, 
until your nation Is great In its 
triumph over poverty! 

FEARLESSLY REGARD 

FIGHT FOR 1964 
RUTHLESSLY 

ASSESS THE MODERN WORLD 
T H E centuries-old struggle of the Irish people for freedom can nevi : end in defeat. It has gone on too long, its 

implications and experiences are too deeply rooted in the folk-co piousness. Irish people know their identity 
through their history, and the efforts of British Imperialism since die ll 
Northern patriots with Unionism, have produced not Englishmen, bu 
substance when they learn once more to feed on the national traditii n, 

Finally the Iri 
changed. Despit 

Such are the facts of history and experience. 
But the age-long character of the Irish national movement 

has the power to cast spells add create illusions also. 
If it is the worst heresy to imagine the essential character of 

the struggle can change until it is victorious, it is a mistake 
pregnant with serious consequence? to imagine that its immediate toTit has been 
content, and its resultant form, cannot change, or that the Irish 
struggle goes forward in an unchanging world whose new features 
do not need to be carefully assessed and understood as they 
develop. 

vital need for and the shattering of both the 
French alliance and the special re-

and by that movement is intended lationship with America, point the 
its totality, with all its differing and answer, 
even antagonistic strands 

the Leinster Hoi > Government has 
improved educa 
social services tc 
able in British t: 

the people with 
share of what 
have won. The 

TODAY the most 
the Irish national movement, 

socially, they ar 

is to 
stare fearlessly at the modern world, 
assess it with ruthless realism, and 
bring that realism to the solution of 
the problems of the Irish revolution, 
which is perhaps the best descrip-
tive term for the process begun by 
Wolfe Tone, and which though 
thrown back from time to time, 
goes on, in practical affairs or in 
the minds of men, till it emerges 
triumphant. 

For in that week Britain 
stepped down to the rank of second 
class power. 

ment. This woi 

propaganda that 

It is not easy to make assess-
ments in the heat of battle. The 
unending character of the struggle, 
and its recurring necessities from 
day to day, lead to a tendency to gri'tain. 
stick to practical things, and look 
on the effort to relate Ireland to 
world problems as sheer specula-
tion. But nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

Not only is the imperialist enemy 
weaker, the potential allies are 
stronger. Compare the imperialist 
League of Nations with the United 
Nations today, in which the eman-
cipation of one former colonial terri-
tory after another has created a 
position when the U.N.O. could treat 
Britain as South Africa was recently 
treated, and tell her to end her in-
terference in Ireland, or else. 

lion to indoctrinate the descendants of the 
queer political ghosts which only regain 

people have also in Ireland her own economic power 
all its deficiencies 

on, housing and 
degree unthink-
s. In the North 

mpossible to hold 
ut allowing some 

British people 
>isti people are not 

to resist the pressure from abroad 
and to use her politically independ-
ent state for this purpose. This is 
the meaning of Bord na Mona and 
the Sugar Company. It needs to be 
extended. And why not seek rela'-
tionships with the non-imperialist 
countries now in the majority on 
U.N.O., to give a hand in this? 

GERARD CURRAN 
WILL ACT AS EDITOR 

OF THE NEXT TWO 
ISSUES OF THE 

IRISH DEMOCRAT 

FREEDOM 
LET'S MAKE OUR CASE KNOWN 

only a genera ion in advance 
accepted in the 

world to be cap >le of self-govern 
d never be dis-

puted now by aribody—forty years 
ago it was a comi onplace of British 

;hey could not. 

Are there sole other factors 
which are pre :nting the over-
whelming superic ity of the favour-
able forces makii ; itself operative 
And if so what 
can be done to re love them? 

Why does that 
which possesses 
Government and 

•e they, and what 

part of Ireland 
an independent 

representation on 

The changed situation has been 
responsible for a new mentality in 

Once the British people 
were fed on the glories of Empire. 
In the Boer War and again in the 
first world war, they were sent out 
not a s sheep sadly to the slaughter, 
but as braying asses, only to learn 
sense in hard experience. Where 
was the Mafeking in World War 
Two? Conscription was taken for 

to point to granted. I t was not taken for 
granted that anybody would want to 

the task of the Irish people fight. And for twenty years since 
In 1920 British imperialism the war ended, the question of peace 

has agitated every generation of 
young people as they grew up more 
than anything else, and now there 
is a sizeable population who would 
refuse to die for imperialism. 
Hence the C.N.D. and the anti-
apartheid movements. 

the United Natic is not succeed in 
using the situaticl in U.N.O. to the 
advantage of Ireljjid? Why is there 
no campaign to 
Asian majority tc 

To say this is i om fear of Com-
munism Is no ans er. I t is only an 
excuse. The majc ity on the U.N.O. 

bring the Afro-
Ireland's side? 

is not Communis 
and secondly, eve 
in the U.N.O. do s not decide the 

IT is of course easy 

developments which should 
make 
easier. 
was strong enough to send the 
Black and Tans, and get away with 
it for over a year—could she do that 
today? The history of the Suez 
war, brought to an ignominious con-
clusion in three days with the 
resignation of the Prime Minister 

social system in s 
small moment wt it is the racial or 
political colour 
give Ireland back 
ties! If they atto 
thing else it can 

the hands that 
her six lost coun-
mpt to give any-
ilways be refused. 

The question 
another way. Silce Britain alone 
gains from the n lintenance of par-

Brendan Behan to Traynor's funeral 
'I'd go 

to Oscar's funeral, but you 
w a n t tod me there when 
t t e y t e throwing earth on the 
n i t of that lot i l t * w * *ha 
grave," aud he s o * * h h hand 
hT'thO dtreetion of the Govern-

We were out at Olasnevin at 
Oteaf, Tt*yr*ar'a funeral. Brendan 
Behan, an I.R.A. man of the late 
90s and early 40s. had come with 
RapuMtaans of ever? -other decade 
and Irishmen of every Darty to pay 
final homage to a man who was 
uotreoaQy respected. 

knew Oscar," aaM Brendan, 
h* pulled at the Maok crepe 

Oe tie IMS wearing, "t don't put 
tfieea thine* en every day, but I've 
dene It this morning, and I'd do a 

re if I oould. I 
my : prayiri h i w 

up aheve, but If 
they have any, tQjeft Trsynor Is 
In Heaven now. ('knew him and 
my father knew Mm before me; 
he had been In prison with him 
In ttormanetown In 'to and if It 
WMNit for Oscar Traynor I would 
M pushing up daisies myself 

told the story. It was 

damn sight more 

in 1942, when Brendan was back 
home from prison in England for 
I.R.A. activities. The Dublin I.R.A. 
called a parade one Sunday off the 
North Circular Road and the police 
authorities proclaimed it. The 
men turned out nevertheless, and so 
did 100 Broy Harriers. Guns were 
fired and a policeman was shot, 
"though not by me," said Brendan. 

"I was put In the 'Joy,' and at 
that time to even Are at a police-
man meant the death penalty if 
l wm brought before the military 
tribunal set up under the Offences 
agahwt the State Aot My father 
went to Sir 8ld, as A was called, 
8ean T. O'Kelty, and put In a 
good word for me there. He then 
went to Osaar Traynor, who was 
at that time Minister of Oefenoe, 
and reminded him of the Cor-
manetown days and told him of 
the fix that son of his was in. 
Oscar eald he would do his best 

"And so he did. I got the whole 
story years later In Parle from 
the Horse'; mouth, a man who was 
present at all the Cabinet 
meetings at the time. The eeven 
members of the Cabinet voted on 
whether to transfer me from the 
Jurisdiction ef the Speotal Crimi-
nal Court to the Military Trlbu-

by 
Anthony Coughlan 

nal; and if this happened I was 
done for. > 

"I know who voted to top me 
and who didn't. It was four to 
threet and It was Oscar Traynor's 
vote that swung .the majority. 
'Let him go,' he said, 'he Is only 
a boy, and doesn't know what he 
Is up to.' That Is why: I've come 
along here today. But, by God, I 
know how — voted—'I 

"that things will start moving 
again. 'The North began, the 
North will carry the day,' hasn't 
yet been said for the last time." 
I asked him about his literary 
work. What social function did 
he think his writing had? Social 
function, he said, you think a bit 
and you'll soon discover its social 
function. What about his rela-
tionship as an Irish writer to the 
mass audienoe he had In Britain 

behind that window during the 
Troubles." We passed the new sky-
scraper Liberty Hall. "Out of a 
nightmare," said Brendan, as he 
looked at its seventeen stories. 
"They couldn't leave the old place 
alone; it brought back too many 
memories of Connolly and Larkin." 
We passed Kilmalnham. 

"My father saw me there for the 
first time when I was eighteen 

The answer is surely that British* 
might be put imperialism has contrived to build' 

up the myth that the six counties 
has self-determination—even Mr. 

tition, how has liitain managed to Harold Wilson seems to believe this, 
cut off Ireland from her allies though I assure him it is not so— 
throughout the forld, and become and has thereby removed the Irish 

question out of British politics. able to deal with 
is happening at 

ler on her own, as 
iresent? 

can't have my policemen shot at,' 
he said—and I know how the 
other fellow voted, and when 
they're put down six feet I won't 
be one of the audienoe." 

f STAYED several hours with 

months. My mother brought me up 
and America? Did he give them h l m ^ h e w a s l n s i d e f o r t h e 
what they wanted, as Bernard x sometimes the women' used 
Shaw did, but with a sting in Its to stand outside the walls during 
tall to make them think? "Yes," t h a t time and shout out for the men 
he said, and good stings too." to hear In the cells to cheer them 
The taxi drove through Dublin, up." In Gardiner Street: "see tha t 

On every street and corner Brendan room over that boozer. I once saw 
Behan had something to say—about a pram come flying out that window 
Dublin now, or Dublin when Bren- after a row inside, with a baby still 
dan was a boy or young man, or in it." We went by the place where 
Dublin before Brendan was born; Peadar Kearney, author of the 

-1- Brendan Behan. It Isn't every for to him Dublin is not Just a city, "Soldiers' Song," used to live. He 
day one meets a person of such but his home, his life, his inspiration i was Brendan's uncle, and there 
physical vitality, pouring out con- and the material of hhr books and was many a good thing he could 
ttnuously a stream of anecdote and plays. 
glittering speech. He paid tribute There was Holies Street Hospital, 
to the "Irish Democrat" and the "I was born there," said Brendan, 
work It was doing, and he paid trl- There was St. Andrew's Church, 
bute to 1U editor, whose book on Westland Row, where he was bap-
Connolly, he said, nothing would re- tised. We passed down Harcourt 
place. I asked him what he thought Street. "There in No. 6 Griffith 
of Irish politics today. had his Sinn Fein." Passing No. 

"It's up in the North," he said, 78 "Michael Collins had his office 

The answer lie 
nature of moder i 
tics. Some peop 
no longer exists 
true that there 
in Whitehall abli 
of the twenty-six 
do. But can the y 
fluence? Recent 

Arm decided to 
in Co. Cork and 

tell attout 
. . . " And 

t him. "Oh one occasion' 
d so the flow of words went 

on, grumpily but unceasing. 

T I E stopped for a while at Gill's 
In Russell Street. "This is 

Brendan on his own dung heap," 
said he, for Russell Street was 

(Continued on Page Nine) 

a hundred times 
boardrooms in Li 
doubt whatsoever. 

for one thing, 
if it was, a vote 

country. It is of 

J^N the rebuilding of Ireland's 
economy the most important 

single step would be to get the'whole 
country under one native Govern-
ment. That way the resources of 
north and south could be used in 
harmony instead of competing for 
Britain's favour. 

More than any other event the 
ending of partition would lead to an 
upsurge in the Irish economy, 
though a fight against the neo-im-
perialist interests would be neces-
sary. 

What is the essence of partition? 

I t is that the British Government 
maintains the occupation of and 
sovereignty over a part of Ireland, 
and thereby denies to the Irish 
people as a whole self-determina-
tion, and to the inhabitants of the 
six counties themselves the very 
elements of democracy. 

Why, then, does the British pub-J 
lie, today considerably less im-i 
perial-minded than heretofore, as3 
has been indicated, not do some-J 
thing about this? 

working class movement. In fight-
ing for the further improvement of 
that status they increase their im-
portance as an anti-imperialist 
force. Constantly merging with the 
British population they can bring 
furfher strength to its steady swing 
against imperialism . . . if only 
they are organised. 

And this, for those who live in 
Britain, is the vital question. There 
is a definite way of clearing the de-
laying factors out of our path and 
bringing into full play the favour-
able ones. Our part in this, the 
raising of the anti-imperialist de-
mand in imperialism's "own house" 
(in which English and Irish workers 
alike have only the status of glori-
fied servants) can only be played to 
the full if we organise. 

That should be the message of 
the "Irish Democrat" as it enters its 
twenty-sixth year. 

—FEICREANACH. 

J ^ FEW years ago members of 
the Connolly Association 

consulted learned Counsel on 
the subject of the Government 
of Ireland Act. 

He confirmed that the law said 
that the British Parliament had the 
power to intervene in the six coun-
ties, and that the Ireland Act of 
1949 could not tie the hands of any 
future Parliament which wanted to 
repeal it. 

But at every turn he impressed 
one thing on us. "Remember," he 
said, "what is the law is only 
secondary, it tells you what frame-
work you are working in and what 
it is that you want changed. But 
whether you can get it ohanged, or 
get anything done about it at all, 
depends on something different al-
together. That something, is how 
much agitation you can create in 
the country." 

That was the opinion of a lawyer 
who" had been in Parliament him-
self, and knew the ropes as well as 
anybody. 

And a logical conclusion from his 
words is this, before the Irish can 
achieve anything they must make 
their good case known, not known 
among two or three experts, but 
among the ritote of ' the -politically-
minded English people, and this 
really means the trade union and 
Labour movements. 

It is no use saying: "But the 
Labour Government passed the Ire-
land Act"—mostT-iabour supporters 
and most Labour M.P.S probably 
didn't know what they were doing. 
We must see that they are educated 
and taught—and who can teach 

by T H E EDITOR 
them but the Irish who know? 
They won't read it in the million-
aire press. 

* * * 

"Irish f P H I S is where the 
' Democrat" comes in. 
Word of mouth is obviously not 

enough. Books and pamphlets state 
a case generally, but can't answer 
questions. A periodical coming out 
month by month can act as a 
watchdog, exposing the deceptions 
of the enemy, and an organiser put-
ting answers and arguments into 
the hands of our friends. Besides 
that it can arouse interest in the 
question of Ireland, and defend the 
interests of Irish people in Britain 
as they require it from day to day. 

The "Democrat" has been at-
tempting this now for twenty-five 
years. And it is completely obvious 
that it would not have survived for 
even ten years if it had not filled a 
real want. No competitor has ever 
been able to establish itself, and it 
is no exaggeration to say that at 
any rate in the five big cities of Bri-
tain, no issue affecting the Irish 
question can arise without the stand-
point of the "Irish Democrat" being 
taken into some sort of account. 

/ \UR circulation has trebled in ten 
" years, and for the last two 
years has been roughly steady at its 
highest point. 

Who buys it? Generally speaking 
the "thinking" section of the Irish-
born residents of the British cities. 
There is no clear county preference, 
but In general it might be said the 
natives of Dublin and Belfast take 

the lead along with people from the 
Republican small-farm counties of 
the west and south. Often sellers 
say they can "size up" a probable^ 
buyer by a certain shrewd sceptical 
look in his eyes—a man who wants 
to read the two sides. 

That is to say we are preaching 
mostly to the converted. No harm, 
of course, the converted require am-
munition, and they support the 
"Democrat" because it gives it them, 
and helps the fight against the con-
stant drip of anti-Irish propaganda 
and anti-national brainwashing. 

T ) U T now that we have passed into 
our second quarter-century, is 

it possible to set our sights higher? 
Is it possible to capture a readership 
who will not only be "kept up to 
date" by the "Democrat," but will 
learn what they never knew before. 

Can the vast mass of non-politi-
cal Irish be interested in politics? 
Can the vast unredeemed mass of 
English workers be interested in 
Ireland? In between the two ean 
the three millions of- immetfata 
Irish descent be taught their power 
and the means to help Ireland and 
themselves at the same time? 

This is the-^4g»i8eaBCft-j>£~awr__ 
Jubilee numbec. If we could bring 
out such a number each month 
surely we could treble our circula-
tion again, and become more than 
three times the power for good. 

Early in the new year there will 
be announced proposals ior raising 
£1,000 to try and do this. In the 
meantime—we hope you like the 
special issue. 

Shaping the future by ELIZABETH SINCLAIR 

I believe, in the 
imperialist tac-
say imperialism 

And it is quite 
no department 

to tell the Irish 
counties what to 

exercise no in-
the Irish-based 

So if neo-imperialist economic 
pressure cuts off the Irish people 
from their allies in the world, the 
myth of an independent six coun-
ties (without army, navy, foreign 
relations or control of her own 
trade!) cuts them off from their 
natural allies in England. 

What then is needed? A vigorous 
,silfDsldiary of a B itish flour milling concerted attempt by the friends of 

lose down a mill Irish freedom in the six counties 
threaten a whole a n ( i in Britain to bring the Irish 

the decision was 
don board room 
know. Tha t it ootid have been, and 
that similar decisi >ns could be taken 

This 
called 

Is the esince of 
"neo-color ialism"-

over 
ndon. 

In similar 
I have no 

village with em ?ration. Whether question back into Irish politics 
m a d e l n a L o n_ a n d ftt e v e r y p o i n t to challenge the 

not, I do not imperial Government to exercise its 
real power and thereby expose its 
humbug and hypocrisy. 

This means that the nationalist 
movement in the six counties should 
think seriously about the issues to 

what Ls raise that can be with the best ad-
the im- vantage be taken up in Britain as 

perlalist governmints give up their w e l l as Ireland, quite apart from 
political control, tyit the imperialist W ha t it does to fight for democracy 

their economic i n the localities, 
control. And sinfce politics must 
answer to economics, the govern- Above all it is needful to grasp 
ments of countdes under "neo- the decisive fact that the Irish 
colonialism" must dance to the tune population in Britain is now the 
of the monopolies as obediently as biggest ln history, and can take up 
Lord Home, for a\l his umpty pri- the demands made by the national 
vate houses, mu^ take his orders movement with greater effect than 
from the City g f London. ever before. 

What is theM n»nty-six county A further favourable factor lies 
Government aJM.a 0fT? Not the ln the improved economic and social 
military but t lfficonomic might of status of the Irish ln Britain, and 

^ T l | ^ lutlon is to build their widespread membership of the 

IT is with pleasure that I greet 
1 the 25th anniversary of the 

"Irish Democrat." It has done 
signal service in alerting the 
British people, and especially 
those in the British trade union 
movement, to the problems that 
beset the Irish people, not only 
in Great Britain when they 
have been forced to leave their 
homeland, but also those prob-
lems that face us in Ireland 
and which stem primarily from 
the operation of the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act, 1920, and 
the inroads made into the eco-
nomy of Ireland (North and 
South) by British banks and 
monopolies. 

Since July, 1063, a battle has en-
sued between the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions, Northern Ireland 
Committees, over the composition 
of representation on the Economic 
Counoil which the Northern Ireland 
Government wishes to set up. The 
Government has adamantly refused 
to accept Mr. W. J. Biease, Northern 
Ireland Officer of Congress, as one 
of the six trade union members for 
the Eoonomlo Council. 

The trade unions, in their turn, 
at a conference held on Friday, 6th 
December, 19«3, reaffirmed their de-
cision of sth July, 1963, not to allow 
the Government to dlotate In the 
matter of trade union selection. This 
aotlon has called for oomment from 
the "Belfast Newsletter" (11-12-63) 
In an editorial, 'Shaping the 
Future." The editorial castigates 
the trade unions for taking such an 
attitude. 

WE are told: "Only when the 
Northern Committee (I.C.T.U.) 

becomes master of its own affairs, 
when it is able to act freely and 
without restriction or compulsion 
from Dublin will it be able to co-
operate as a welcome partner of the 
Government in promoting the wel-
fare of the Province." 

Such a statement takes one's 
breath away! Coming as it does 
from a newspaper reflecting Union-
ist and Tory opinion in Northern 
Ireland and whioh has acoepted 
since 1920 a Government with no 
more powers than a local authority 
—it beats Bannagherl 

f 
To the problem of "Shaping the 

Future" there comes In the very 
big question of the people of North-
ern Ireland being "master of their 
own affairs," of being able to "act 
freely and without restriction or 
compulsion," not from Dublin but 
from Gt. Britain, the Imperial Gov-
ernment at Westminster, the big 
banks and monopolies. The grip of 
imperialism is firmly held. The 
Northern Ireland Government (the 
Unionists and their Press) fully con-
cur in this stranglehold. 

Some 90 per cent of taxes col-
lected are British taxes—and with 
the remaining 10 per cent which 
the present Government is allowed 
to collect—subject to the closest 
scrutiny by the British Treasury. No 
expenditure may be made by the 
Government here without the sanc-
tion of the British Governmentr-
even if It Is to be of benefit to the 
people or for "the welfare of the 
Province." 

That is, in big part, the reason 
why unemployment remains at 

nearly 35,000; emigration continues 
at a rate of 10.000 per year to Great 
Britain and elsewhere; social ser-
vices, including housing, still lag 
behind those of Britain; natural re-
sources are not cultivated. 

That is why Belfast shipyard Is 
still waiting on a dry dock, the rail-
way system is in danger of disap-
pearing and possibly other sections 
of the Ulster Transport Authority 
employing 11,000 (mostly males). 
Public monies are needed for the 
dry dock and to keep the transport 
system alive and Britain is not con-
cerned to authorise such payments. 

iTiHE position is no better in the 
J- countryside. Some 15,000 farm-

ers are earning less than £300 per 
year, £10.000 up to £500 and 19,000 
up to £1.000. Some 6,000 farmers 
earn £2,000 and over per year. Thus, 
out of 50.000 working farmers, some 
44.000 earn only £1,000 or less. 

The bulk of farm produce goes to 
the British market. And no wonder. 
The workers of Northern Ireland 
have average earnings which are 
over £3 per week less than their 
counterparts. The lass of spending 
power Is clear. The loss of trade is 
clear. 

If we are to shape our future, it 
must be done without imperial con-
trol. Forty-three years of such con-
trol has left the area ln no shape 
to have anything other than a black 
future unless this salient fact is 
grasped. Many workers are begin-
ning to see the "hidden hand" of 
imperial control as well as the 
suplneness of Unionist representa-
tion at Stormont and Westminster. 

MISS SINCLAIR 

In the year that the "Irish Demo-
crat celebrates Its 25th annversary, 
there will be local government elec-
tions here and elections for the Im-
perial Parliament at Westminster. 
It is possible that, with the chang-
ing mood of the people here, the 
Unionists will not find the road 
easy. I see the year 1964 as a -
year of change. It will also be a 
year of great struggles. Nothing 
was ever handed to a subject people 
on a plate. 

I also know that, in our efforts 
to inform our people here, the "Irish 
Democrat" will be doing a likewise 
job in Great Britain. We shall be 
pressing against the same enemy. 
We shall be exposing this enemy 
for what it is, imperialism. We shall 
be seeking M4hds ln our Joint 
struggles and .we are hopeful that 
this Joint struggle will merge into 
one stream that will wipe out 
British Imperialism which has for 
so long sucked the blood of the Irish 
and the British peoples. 

Long life to the "Irish Democrat"! 
More power to your elbow! 



• - . • e n t e r e d 

^ in to t h e fo lk -«o iac io i i saess 
a £ o u r p e o p l e t h a t I r i s h m e n h a d 
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THE FUTURE OF THE IRISH 
IN BRITAIN 

f T H E Irish in Britain are now 
more numerous than at any 

previous time. With one million 
"Irish-born and a great many 
more children and descendants 
of earlier immigrants the poten-
t ia l impact of Irish immigration 
is tremendous. This impact is 
not being fully expressed for a 
great many complex reasons. 
The Irish community may feel 
itself emancipated from Ireland 
but it has not yet emancipated 
itself in England. 

s 
One of the greatest difficulties for 

the Irishman in Bri tain is the fact 
that he is still very close to his 
homeland. Consequently his migra-
t ion is never seen as a complete 
famekaway. He is always expected 
hart , always expected when the 

*iises to return to assume ob-
MfgHftoos of one sort, or another at 

by J. ARCHER JACKSON 
(Lecturer in Sociology in the University of Sheffield. 

His book, "The Irish in Britain," was recently 
published by Routledge) 

than this he is; expected to 
BMiMrfeMdlBtajatial economic contri-
buMea to hisfamily in Ireland while 
. 1 T h e organisations he 

i t o i n London or Birmlng-
or Manchester n a y similarly 

In land for their impetus 
Imtotrtitp. They may be 

"colonial" in character; branch ac-
tivity of bodies operating in the 
iMWrtMUL These t ies with, home are 
r & f e j s e * fcy sentiment and sad-
MM for many hut they do, much to 
vHMse the potential 'contribution 
*h*t the riigrant could make to the 
aoHMU he has came to aiul the 

" h a a l e / t *:..?> 
. la America-fluid Austra-

„ m U * more free t o make 
" I 1 111 • 1 • 

a life for themselves, to develop 
Indigenous Irish organisations 
;Which arise out of t he needs and 
interests of the immigrants them-
selves faced with the problems of 
sett l ing into new social patterns, 
finding a place for themselves in 
alien communities. 

They may be more inclined to 
idealise old Ireland, to paint the 
white lines of F i f th Avenue green 
for the St. Patrick's Day parade, but 
they have their realities straight. 
Their prime concern is with the 
country they have come to not tha t 
which they have left . In conse-

, quence the impact t h a t they have 
made in these two countries has 
been tremendous. 

i T N spite of notable and remarkable 
' exceptions the characteristic 

attitude of the Irishman or woman 
f in Britain is one of apathy. I was 

once told that it takes ten to 
twenty years before an Irishman 
bothers about local politics in the 
area where he is living. If this is 
true it is a sad reflection on so 
politically able a people. The large 
majority do not assume the kind 

t of political role of which they are 
capable and for which their back-
grounds fit them especially well. At 
its best this is a role which can 
escape the shackles of conventional 
party affiliation and act as a ginger 

group to the larger population—gad-
flies at tacking some of the crass 
assumptions of narrow policies and 
unimaginative solutions. 

It should not count for nothing 
tha t the Irish are represented 
throughout the whole social struc-
ture. If there is a heavier repre-
sentation a t the bottom of the social 
heap then all the more reason to 
expose some of the more serious 
holes in the umbrella of the Wel-
fare State—the Rachmanning or 
rack-renting landlords; discrimina-
tion in jobs; the rotten food and 
lack of comfort in the digs; the 
sheer squalor of much of Britain. 
Par too often in the past t he immi-
grant has been unwilling or unready 
to shoulder the responsibilities of 
the situation. That the Connolly 
Association does much and indeed 
most of that which is done is not 
in dispute. 

It might seem unreasonable to ex-
pect of the Irish what the mass of 
British society is unready t o do. m 
a country where general apathy is 
found; why should the Irish be 
singled out to be tf*e weather-vane 
of the nation?- The answer must be 
that as immigrants, as outsiders, 
they have special advantages. 

Many of the apparent disadvan-
tages they, suffer as immigrants can 
be turned toto opportunities to op-

pose the humbug and pettiness; the 
narrow nationalism and the im-
perialist cant. To do this takes 
courage to enter the arena of politi-
cal life in a vigorous and decisive 
way. The Irish are especially 
equipped to do this. They know the 
English all too well; they under-
stand better t han most people the 
peculiar people we are. They are 
aware surely of our capacity for 
quite well-intentioned hypocrisy. 

This may seem a strange position 
for an Englishman to take, but it 
is well-intentioned. I am more con-
cerned perhaps with the future of 
Britain than I am with the future of 
Ireland, though I a m very sympa-
thetic to that too. But the future of 
Britain is also the future of the 
Irish in Britain—we cannot seriously 
expect more than a minority of the 
immigrants to go back home. More 
and more of them are settling into 
good jobs, getting trained, raising 
families here. Increasingly this is 
where life is for them, but too of ten 
their hearts are le f t behind in Ire-
land. I would submit that it is not 
good for Ireland and her future to 
be too dependant on the emigrant 
and it is equally far f rom good for 
the emigrant to remain so depend-
ent on Ireland. 

F looking at the future of the 
Irish in Britain then we must 

start looking at, the future of 
British society. Here the crystal 
seems to offer at best the future 
development of a plural society con-
cerned not with conformity but with 
the maximisation of the diverse con-
tributions of peoples of a variety of 
backgrounds. A society in which 

- by -

JOHN DE COURCY IRELAND 

Tor the emperors of 
and Russia and great war-

. . . r , - o r the kings of France and 
V % i d e n , Portugal and Spain. Jjlsh-

•feft.earned the gratitude of human. 
Ity by laying the first cables across 
t t e ooean beds and by making (as 
Ibey do still) the most intricate 
and effective lighthouse equipment 
In the world to guard seamen in the 
perils of the night. 

Ifcey served in the ships of the 
Great Armada, and in those of Oe 
Ruyter which sailed into the 
Thames Estuary and bwmt Charles 
n » fleet at Chatham to 1M7. No 
less poignant than tjfc story of 
Gsttyaburg for having been less 
knows Is the fact that Irishmen 

> In all three fleets to Trafalgar 

" t t e •MMKfc-
all tbl« «fc»7 rkito in 

tragedy and drama, and aware, 
what i s more, of the lessons to be 
drawn from it: aware that the irre-
verslble trends of geology and 
geography have made of Ireland an 
island surrounded by sea i n a world 
half starved and crying aloud for 
more resources and closer communi-
cations, ne less than 72 per cent of 
whose surface is covered by wild and 
wasteful ocean. 

The credit for this new, necessary 
awareness, and for making clear 
the fathomlessly great potentialities 
that can come from it is in the first 
place largely that of the Maritime 
Institute of Ireland and the tireless 
activities it has carried on for 
nearly twenty-two years, compiling 
data, drawing up reports for govern-
ment departments, statutory bodies 
and private concerns, carrying on 
historical research without financial 
backing or encouragement, amass-
ing reliefs, opening, voluntarily 
staffing and maintaining the coun-
try's only maritime museum, organ-
ising lectures and film shows and 
innumerable activities to interest 
the young in Ireland's heritage, the 
sea. 

One day, the indefatigable efforts 
of men as different a s Tony Lawton, 
Pintan Murphy, Desmond Branigan, 
Donal O'Flanagan and Arthur Rey-
nolds, in all this, will be properly 
appreciated. Credit is due also to 
the work done by Irish shipping. 
Wicklow coaster owners, the naval 
service and the Irish lireboats In 
giving the public an encouraging 
picture of what can in practice be 
achieved by twentieth century 
Irishmen on the sea. 
I T was very soon after the founda-
^ tlon of this journal that the 

first warning cries were raised in Its 
columns of the essential need to 
build up a then almost non-exist-
ant maritime economy if Ireland 
was to maintain a politically inde-
pendent existence and develop the 
type of society flt for a free people. 
Here and there too in those last 
few montha ot peace the same 
warning was given in the long 
defeat* " W m r News" and In 

in the "Irtsh Press." 

Nobody in high places paid the 
least attention, not even the man 
Sean Lemass, who, because of the 
undeniable energy he showed when 
the cloek's hand' was approaching 
the sixty-first' minute of the 
eleventh hour, has been fashionably 
acclaimed as the father of modern 
maritime Ireland, a child, let It not 
be 4»ubtedi that has i t* handsome 
qualities but has still to -outgrow 
some of the perils of early infancy. 
Nor must it be forgotten that, but 
for protest and representation, 
powerful elements in tire govern-
ment were perfectly prepared, in 
11M5, to strangle their fcrur-year-old 
prodigy when it had once fulfilled 
its mission of supplying otherwise 
unavailable necessities w wartime. 

Irish Shipping Limited was 
founded in 1941 when the country 
was on the verge of starvation. The 
story of the collection erf old crocks 
bought at fabulous prices and of the 
heroic men who manned them has 
often, been told; Today, the state-
sponsored shipping concern has 
158,Ml tons deadweight of dry-
cargo shipping and 30,380 tons of 
tankers (15 dry-cargo ships and 
three tankers). 

These ships form one of the best 
known and most competitive of all 
the tramp-shipping fleets In the 
world. They have carried the Irish 
flag to ports where it had never 
been heard of; more important, they 
annually earn the country large 
sums of foreign currency (In 1060-3. 
75 per cent of the 1,585,000 tons of 
cargo carried for a gross earning 
of £2.6 million was carried between 
foreign ports). Afloat and ashore 
well over 1,000 people are given 
direct employment by Irish Ship-
ping Limited, and as part of our 
effort to assist newly-developing 
countries, the concern Is giving 
training faculties on board its ships 
to apprentices of the Nigerian 
National 8hlpping Line. 
rpHERE are some 10,000 dead-

weight tons of shipping, 
coastal and near-Continental ser-
vice ships, belonging to. smaller 
shipping companies, and certain 
cross-channel ships fly our flag and 

are registered here but In fact are 
owned by the powerful British Coast 
Lines monopoly. These smaller 
ships keep hundreds of thousands of 
pounds annually in the. country 
which would otherwise go in, freight 
charges and wages to foreigfn ship-
owners and seamen, and employ 
several hundreds more of Irish citi-
zens. 

Justifiable criticisms can be 
levelled on many counts at Irish 
ship-owning concerns, more espec-
ially at Irish Shipping, in which, as 
a nationally-sponsored body, the 
highest patriotism and the most 
democratic bebaxiQur ought always 
naturally to flourish: but, all things 
considered we have a right to he 
proud of our small merchant fleet 
(smaller still than Switzerland's' 
and a duty to do all we can to 
strengthen it. 

At present not more than 20 per 
cent of Ireland's trade is carried in 
Irish-owned ships. This is far too 
small a proportion, and the fact 
that Irish ships, coasters as well as 
Irish Shipping's big freighters and 
tankers, carry considerable quanti-
ties of cargo from foreign port to 
foreign port nowhere near restores 
the balance. The result is that there 
Is still a large unnecessary annual 
drain of a net sum of several million 
pounds out of the country. 

The expansion of our merchant 
fleet to meet this challenge will need 
not only an expansion of the 
national awareness of the import-
ance of the problem in all its 
aspects (one of these, the possibility 
of building Irish ships in Belfast as 
well as Cork), but also the most 
determined application of a peace-
ful, internationalist foreign policy 
designed to help buiW up tirade be-
tween a» peoples—and particularly 
the economies of the undeveloped 
peoples—so as to end the present 
totally artlicial world "surplus" of 
shipping that creates freight-rate 
slumps detrimental to the growth of 
Irishrowned shipping companies. 
/ W K sea-fiahiag industry is a 

still mere serious problem. 
There Is little- doubt that the 26-
countles could put to sear a fleet of 
fishing vessels manned by 10.000 
full-time sea-fishermen 
fewer than VMMl as now; thai 4M00 
Irish, titlms could find employ-
ment ashore in ancillary industries, 
canning, marinating, net-making, 

MR. J. ARCHER JACKSON 

both immigrants and local popula-
tions have an opportunity to express 
the richness of their various tradi-
tions and in which all. are con-
cerned to maintain freedom and 
tolerance without distinction. 

All views of the future are liable 
to be a bit idealistic but. this is the 
kind of future society which repre-
sents an outgrowth of much that is 
shared by both Ireland and Britain. 
It is always difficult for old nations 
to get used to change and to ac-
cept their new roles jn a different 
world. Equally it is difficult for 
new nations to give up; the heat of 
nationalistic fervour and exchange 
it for wider frontiers. In such a 
future society the Irish have a 
special role which can be con-
pounded by self help to develop a 
rich, viable, indigenous Irish com-
munity in Britain—a community of 
the immigrant stock which, can act 
as watchdogs and guardians over 

' the rights of its own. weaker 
brethren. It can also dot much to 
mediate, from its own' advantage 
position in the difficulties of settle-
ment experienced by less fortunate 
immigrant peoples. 

boat-building, etc.; that we could ex-
port 160,000 tons of fish a year, 
nearly 10 times the recent annual 
average, and consume 25,000 tons of 
Irish-caught fish at home each year, 
twice what we have been consuming 
of late. 

But to get this flone a fierce 
battle will have to be fought There 
are powerful vested interests dug 
into the fishing industry, interests 
which have done very nicely indeed 
out of the policy of a little at a high 
price and to whom one fundamental 
reconstruction entailed in replacing 
it with a policy of plenty, cheap, 
would be too painful to contemplate. 
It is clear that certain elements in 
the Department of Lands and 
Fisheries, whether consciously or 
simply from their own narrow, 
visionless conservatism, are acting 
as Instruments of these greedy in-
terests, and it is by no means sure 
that the position accepted by Mr. 
Lenihan, Parliamentary: secretary 
to the Department and so the 
government's spokesman on sea-
fishery policy, is regarded by those 
who appoint him as anything 
better than a means of personal 
prestige-building, and a stepping-
stone to easier and more lucrative 
posts. 

/"CONCENTRATED research, and a 
" careful and well-considered 
training scheme for the new recruits 
Into the industry, recruits who must 
be given enthusiasm, the latest tech-
niques, and steady economic pros-
pects, these are essential- priorities. 
Otherwise our fishing industry is 
doomed. And they are going to 
have to be fought for. 

In the names of the famous Irish 
seamen and maritime inventors of 
the past, the Colmcillas, the Barrys, 
the Browns, the Wrights, the 
Lynches, the Maurys. the Beauforts, 
the Halptos, the Hollar ds, the 
O'Byrnes, the Parsonses, the Kal-
vlna, and of the unnumbered Irish-
man who ploughed the teas and 
found their graves there, let ua see 
to it that in the next twenty-five 
years our country's maritime 
economy Is raised from a status of 
security, a s in the last, tmato-f ive it 
grew, f r o m almost nothing to its 
present very real life. 
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Strangest story 
w"W T T U T T A T + A T T A y i f o «-. v-\/->' ,-> r > . > i . . . . — y\rHEN the events of one's 

own lifetime become history 
they make curious reading. 

Throughout the period of the 
second world war, there was ru-
mour and counter-rumour, in 
which the German Embassy in 
Dublin, sections of the Republi-
can movement, and contacts in 
half a dozen countries combined 
to create a fantastic edifice of 
speculation. 

The publication of Enno Ste-
phan's "Spies in Ireland," slightly 
abridged in an English translation 
published by MacDonald & Co., 
Portman Street, London, at 311 
pages' for 35/-, is the first serious 
attempt to sort matters out between 
two covers, and makes fascinating 
reading. 

perhaps the most interesting part 
for readers of the "Irish Democrat" 
is the account of the activities of 
Sean Russell a f te r his leaving the 
U.S.A., and of Prank Ryan after 
leaving Spain, and their common 
adventure in which Russell lost his 
life. 

In the tragic estrangements of 
these two men, and the amazing 
circumstances of the reconciliation, 
lies one of the strangest of strange 
stories ever told. 

Russell had been director of 
munitions and worked (and some-
times travelled Ireland) with Liam 
Mellows during the last period of 
the Anglo-Irish war, the truce and 
the treaty period. He was one of 
those who drew opposite conclu-
sions to Mellows from the disasters 
of 1922. Mellows believed it was 
necessary to go back to the com-
mon people and draw strength from 
the original fount of all revolution-
ary purpose. Then and sub-
sequently, when the compromise 
party of F ianna Pail was estab-
lished, Russell believed tha t a 
strictly military organisation, un-
hampered by politicai considera-
tions, and aiming only a t .state 
power for the Republicans, could 
end parti t ion and bring Ireland 
freedom. 

Mellows lost his life. But his 
ideas were preserved and extended 
by O'Donnell, and Frank Ryan, a 
young student of Celtic philology 
and archaeology at Trinity College, 
and throughout the 'twenties the 
struggle went on within the re-
publican movement, between those 
who advocated Russell's strict 
Fenianism" and those who sup-

twentieth century 
new departure" in 

and working-

ported Ryan's 
version of the 
which Republican o 
class purposes were to be combined. 

T O O K I N G back on it, it is hard 
to believe that there were not 

mistakes on both sides. Certainly 
no agreement was ever reached and 
in 1934 Ryan took the leading part 
in the establishment of the short-
lived Republican Congress, af ter 
which he went to Spain to fight in 
the International Brigade against 
Franco, where he was captured and 
sentenced to death. While he was 
in prison, and arrangements were 
being made (thanks to Mr. De 
Valera's intervention) to have his 
sentence commuted to one of life 
imprisonment, Sean Russell was 
seeking support for the I.R.A. in 
America—some said because the 
new Army Council under Stephen 
Hayes was anxious to come to some 
kind of arrangement with De 
Valera. 

I t occurred to Dr. Jupp Hoven of 
the "Brandenburgers" that "if Ryan 
were pardoned as a result of Ger-
man efforts," German prestige in 
Ireland would be sharply increased; 
those who accepted the proposition, 
Admiral Canaris and Lt.-Col. La-
housen, may have had the secon-
dary object of wishing it to appear 
tha t the I.R.A. had used influence 
with Germany—Mr. Stephan de-
scribes well the cross-currents and 
counter-intrigues which were cur-
rent during ' the first year of the 
second world war. 

Ryan was seriously wasted by his 
prison experiences, and his hard-
ness of hearing had progressed to 
the point of almost complete deaf-
ness. When he was taken pver the 
border soon af ter the fall of France 
and after an arranged escape, he 
disbelieved his senses and thought 
he was , dreaming. 
ATBANWHILE Russell had been 

marooned in the U.S.A. by the 
outbreak of war, and decided to 

" at'tempt tfie return to Ireland by 
way of Germany. After some hesi-
tation the Germans decided to faci-
litate this process, and It was ulti-
mately agreed to send Ryan as 
well with him. 

One of the strangest episodes 
arose from their fear that the two 
leaders, the embodiment of the 
"left" and the "right" respectively, 
would refuse to co-operate. A sur-
prise confrontation was arranged. 
The two men embraced like long-

lost brothers, and agreed to travel 
together to Ireland by submarine. 

What had they in common now, 
apar t from the fact tha t history had 
taken a turn neither could have 
foreseen and swept all acknow-
ledged landmarks out of sight? 
Many of his admirers, perhaps not 
only in Britain but in Ireland too, 
may have felt some misgivings a t 
F rank Ryan's apparently "collabor-
at ing" with the Germans. But 
there is nothing strange in it when 
the circumstances are realised. Bri-
tain had declined the opportunity 
to secure peace through a triparti te 
pact between Britain, France and 
Russia. 

If Ryan's left-wing sympathies 
drew him to Russia, then Russia and 
Ireland were two neutral countries. 
To Britain, then the sole belliger-
ent against Germany, he owed 
nothing but seven hundred years 
of national oppression. Likewise to 
pa in t Russell, for all his right-wing 
tendencies in the Republican move-
ment, as in any sense a Fascist 
sympathiser would also be mis-
taken. He confessed to Ryan t h a t 
he himself had visited the U.S.S.R. 
Wha t had happened was t h a t t he 
British working class movement, 
having either accepted the Tory 
position over, or utterly neglected 
Ireland, had left the Republicans 
with the alternative of getting 
allies where they could. 

"lyrOT one single line in this book 
implicates either man in the 

charge of "collaboration." Sean 
Russell refused any undertakings to 
the Germans as to his actions on 
his return to Ireland-, In every re-
spect he behaved as an Irish patr iot 
anxious to be home in a crisis; 
Ryan likewise. 

Bu t unfortunately Russell died 
on the submarine which was tak-
ing them to Ireland. Ryan was un-
aware of the arrangements which 
h a d been made for them and de-
cided to return. His death in Ger-
many several years later earned 
some heartburning among his radi-
cal friends, but Mr. Stephen re-
cords enough to show his sympa-
thies unchanged. 

He was a citizen of a neutral 
country protected by tha t status. 
But he would have been prepared to 
take German help to get home, and 
once there might have busied him-
self over .the question ' of the bor-
der, but entered into no under-
takings. I t was Churchill who de-
cided the border was to remain. He 

ORGANISATION BRINGS 
and it was announced tha t 
Donal Murphy was to be released 
on October 2nd. But of Doyle's fa te 
the British Government said noth-
ing. In August, 1962 the Manchester 
branch of the Connolly Association 
staged a march to the gates of 
Walton Jail, where Doyle was im-
prisoned. Mr. Joseph Deighan 
handed a letter to the Governor 
and a protest meeting was held. 

The Trafa lgar Square demonstra-
tion of June 17th was a highlight 
in the campaign. I t was spon-
sored by 16 Labour M.P-s and the 
leaders of five British trade unions. 
The Irish came in their thousands 
to listen to Penner Brockway, Ben 
Parkin, Gerry Pitt, newly elected 
to Stormont, and lasji but not least, 
Mary O'Donnell, who had come 
from Coalislarid to describe the 
plight of her brother, James, then 
serving 14 years. 

Another big demonstration was 
held in October of that year, this 
time initiated by Sinn Fein, but 
•supported by other Irish organisa-
tions, including the Connolly Assr>-
ciatlon. 

Slowly the pressure had its effect. 
•Joe Doyle was now the only 
prisoner in Britain and the num-
ber in Belfast dropped to 27. Pres-
sure had to be directed both on the 
British Home Secretary and on the 
six-county government. A campaign 
was launched in Home Secretary 
Brooke's own constituency of 
Hampstead, which Included a 
march to his house and a petition 
signed by constituents. The Idea 
was to defeat Brooke a t the next 
election If he did not release Doyle. 
Many meetings were held. 

(Continued from Page Two) 

Mr. George Brown, Labour's 
"shadow" Home Secretary, received 
a Connolly Association deputation 
on November 26th, 1962, and as a 
result Mr. Brown took up Doyle's 
case. With the approach of an-
other Christmas a further attempt 
was made to empty Crumlin Road. 
Forty-eight Labour M.P.s wired 
Brookeborough, as did also the fol-
lowing trade union leaders (In their 
personal capacity): Mr. Belcher 
(Secretary, Tobacco Workers' 
Union); Mr. Briginshaw (Secretary, 
Printers' Union) ; Mr. Dutton (Sec-
retary, Scientific Workers'); Miss 
E. Harrison (National Organiser, 
Tobacco Workers'); Ma Ted Hill 
(Secretary, Boilermakers'); Mr. 
Lambeth (Secretary, Foundry men); 
and Mr. Patterson (Secretary, Con-
structional Engineers'). The Execu-
tive Council of the Railwaymen 
(Britain's fifth biggest union) also 
demanded Doyle's release. This was 
a result of the work of Connolly 
Association member Tom Leonard. 

In April, 1963, former Connolly 
Association member Jim O'Donnell 
was released. Committees were 
active all over the six counties and 
also there were protests from many 
parts of the twenty-six counties. In 
Britain a fur ther protest came in 
April from 43 Labour M.P.S. 

Again the Unionist Government 
adopted the policy of releases in 
ones and twos, hoping to wear down 
the resistance of the opposition. By 
now only eight prisoners remained 
in Belfast, and on July 2nd, Joseph 
Doyle was released from Wakefield. 

All attention was now turned on 
Belfast, and by September, only six 

men remained The previous March 
the Unionist Government had pro-
mised that all the prisoners would 
be released within six months, but 
they shamelessly broke this pro-
mise. Renewed activity forced their 
hand, and two more men were re-
leased. Members of Sinn Fein in 
London, who had been picketing 
the Home Office demanding Doyle's 
release, continued their efforts on 
behalf of the Belfast prisoners. 

With another Christmas coming 
a final effort was made. Four men 
still remained. The Kingston-on-
Thames Trades Council demanded 
their release, as did the Central 
Council of the Movement for Colo-
nial Freedom. Following a Connolly 
Association lobby of Parliament on 
November 15th, 52 Labour M.P.s 
sent to Capt. O'Neill what was to 
be the last telegram. 

On December 10th the four were 
released, one of them being Kevin 
Mallon, to whom the Association 
sent a telegram of greetings. 

A message issued by the Connolly 
Association thanked British trade 
unionists and democrats who sup-
ported this five-year campaign. 
There Is a lesson for i r i shmen here, 
namely that support can be won 
from this quarter, once the issues 
are known and understood. And 
the other lesson to that of the 
power of organisation. In the last 
five years many Irishmen have 
"cut their political teeth." With this 
experience behind us and the orga-
nisation and unity that have been 
built up, let us move on steadily to-
wards the victory, a united Irish 
Republic. 

The amazing fate 
of Ryan & Russell 

SEAN RUSSELL COS. OF THE I.RJL. 

rejeoted the proposal of a joint all-
Ireland command because it was 
conditional on the return of the 
six counties. 

Ryan's health rapidly deteri-
orated. His German hosts paid 
little attention to his sceptical re-
marks when vast captures in the 
east were announced. His deafness 
protected him from the talk of 
Nazis. He was really a broken 
man. With the aid of Irish friends 
resident in Germany he was looked 
after as well as was possible in 
those days of air-raids and food 
shortages, and finally was taken to 
Dresden where, after an apoplectic 
attack, he died of pneumonia. He 
was buried under the name of 
Prank Richards, but his name is 
correctly marked in Gaelic. 
T ^ y H I L E to Republicans the fate 

" o f Ryan will be the most inter-
esting, there is much mole in this 
fascinating book—the "Sailor of 
Fortune" ('McGuiness) pops up 

BRENDAN BEHAN <r»> 
where he was born and grew up "Do 
you know what they used to call the 
area around here in the old days— 
Baile Bocht, the poverty town. That 
shows they once spoke Irish here." 

This reminded me that Brendan 
was fluent In Irish and has written 
extensively in it. "I would write it 
now," he said, "only they don't know 
it outside the country." 

"An sa Gaeltacht- a d'.'hoghluLs do 
culd Gaeilge?" I asked him, trying 
him out. "Sa Gaeltacht my hat," 
arsa seis^an," ag glun rn'ithar is mo 
mhathair d'fhoghluigh me e. 
Gaeilge Blath Cliath ata agam. Ta 
cuimhne ag m'athair is mo mhathair 
ar an am a labhrathas an Oaeilge 
san ait seo." D'fiafruigh me da cad 
e a thuairim faol aithbheocaint na 
teangan. "Glacaim leis an cusrwlr," 
ar selsean," ach nil fhios ag na 
halthbheocainteeiri leath den ama 
cud ta a dheanamh aca " 

IJRENDAN knew almost everyone 
who was having a drink at 

OlU's. workingmcn and women in 
for a pint during the lunch break 
from the building or the docks. And 
he seemed to know everyone's 
father, mother, brothers, sisters, 
aunts, uncles and cousins to several 
degrees, to judge from the questions 
he was asking and the messages he 
was giving for them. Here he was 

back amongst his own. "The work 
they have to do may be like death 
without the glory," he said, "but 
nothing can beat the working class." 

There was a painting of President 
Kennedy on the wall at GlH's. "Look 
at them there," he said, "and they 
are after slaughtering him. And 
let no-one here think it was Castro 
or the Russians killed him either. A 
head case may have pulled the 
trigger, though I'm not definitely 
sure even of that , but it waS the 
Ku Klux Klan pointed the rifle." 

He sent out the taximan for a 
leather folder f rom the cab. When 
he came in he proudly showed It 
around the pub to the working men 
he had grown up with. Inside the 
expensive decked cover was the 
beautifully printed invitation he had 
got to President Kennedy's anaugu-
l-ation three years ago, surmounted 
by the Great Seal of the United 
States. sj.* 

It was now almost 
and the hooters outsid 
men back to work, 
wards the door. "We 1 
Brendan," and one of'i 
h is hand. 

"I probably won't be seeing you 
before Christmas, Brendan," taW 
he, "but t«U the wtta «nd family I 
was asking for them. -And have a 
good time. And look after yourself." 

o'clock 
.lied the 

'hwved to-
be going, 

m grasped 

X 

from time to time, and 
efforts of the German intelligence 
to spy in Ireland are seen repeat-
edly to come to grief through £t .be-
lief that the Irish way of life was 
more or less like that of England 

Unfortunately the translation is 
marred by irritating illiteracies — 
fused participles among the least of 
them. One classic "Howler" occurs 
on page 172. "A fuel tank had over-
flown into the Bilge." The story of 
the flying fuel tank deserves im-
mortality. Elsewhere the translator 
shows confusion between "flow" and 
"fly", and — oh! when, did Ireland 
become the country of the "fioly 
and the Learned" and-the Shannon 
rise in Lough Ree? 

At the same time this is a book 
crammed with facts — With com-
paratively few glaring inaccuracies, 
and all will read it for profit, not 
least those in Britain who think 
Ireland is of no consequence. 
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troops were doing in Ire-
and courage 

unarmed the 
the leaders; of 
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Joseph Daly, 
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1 " ' 
Long may tfcair memory live! A 

pity Radio Eireann didn't put on 
this programme. One hopes they 
vll} w a r n s copy of the tape-re-
codding far (toe National archives. 

P. O'tULUYAN. 

THE BALLAD 
OF DOUGLAS 

BRIDGE 
i Celebrating ttve memory of Red-
mood O'Hanlon, the outlawed rebel 
leader of the 1641 period, who led 
King Charles I ' s forces many a 

dance). 
On Douglas Bridge I m e t a man 
W h o lived ad jacen t to S t rabane 
Be fo re the English h u n g him 

high 

F o r r iding wi th O'Hanlon. 

T h e eyes of h im w e r e just as 

As w h e n they burned wi th in the 
flesh, 

And h is bootlegs w e r e wide 
apart , 

F r p m riding w i t h ' O ' H a n l o n . 

"God save you, sir," said I wi th 
f e a r ; 

"You seem to be a s t ranger 
here ." 

"Not I," said he, "nor any man 
W h o rides wi th Coun t O U a n -

"Before tha t t ime," said he to 
me, 

"My f a t h e r s owned the land you 
s e e ; 

B u t ' n o w they a re among the 
moors 

- A-r iding wi th O 'Hanlon." 
"Before t ha t t ime," said he with 

"My f a the r s rode, w h e r e now 
they r ide 

As Rapparees, be fore t h e t ime 
Of t roub le and O'Hanlon." 

"Goodnight to you, and God be 
wi th 

T h e te l lers of the ta le and myth, 
Fo r they a re of the spirit-stuff 

T h a t r ides with Count O'Han-
Ion." 

"Goodnight to you," said I, "and 
G o d " 

Be w i t h the chargers, f a i ry shod, 
Tha t bear the Uls ter heroes 

f o r t h 
To r ide wi th Count O'Hanlon." 

On Douglas Bridge w e parted, 
b u t 

The G a p of Dreams is neve r shut 
To o n e whose saddled soul to-

n igh t 
Rides out wi th Count O'Hanlon. 

Franc is Cart in. 

UETTEC 

'MI'M1'" 

CONFERENCE 
Conway Hall: Sun* 9th J a n . 

"Irish an) the General Election" 
10.30 am. - 4 p.m. 

ALL IRISH WELCOME 

BEAUTIFUL IRELAND 
( 6 a e of the m i n y ba l l ads from the pen of Charles Joseph 
Kickhsm, of T ippe ra ry , a stalwart of the Young Ireland 

and Fenian Movements) 

They speak of a land where the toiler 
Can build him a free, happy home; 

A land never cursed by the spoiler, 
Far over the wide ocean's foam; 

Where hope smoothes the young maiden's pillow 
The tyrant's dark frown is unknown, 

And freedom looks out o'er the billow 
For aye, like a queen on her throne. 

Chorus: 
Yet dearer to me is ray sireland 
The emerald gem of the sea; 

... I'll cling to my home in old Ireland 
O, Ireland; I wish you were free ! 

They tell me of broad fields that cover 
Rich treasures of bright golden ore, 

While bland as the face of a lover 
The teeming earth smiles evermore; 

Where safe from oppression and danger 
The children of sorrow find rest, 

And kind welcomes gladden the stranger 
Who comes from the Isle of the West. 

When ! hear they are going to free her, 
With joy my fond heart is aglow; 

And tearful and pale when I see her 
'Tis fonder and fonder I grow. 

But sleeping or waking I love her— 
Her grand vales and mountains so grand— 

Ah, vainly the wide world over 
You'd search for a lovelier land ! 

THE FELONS OF OUR LAND 
C I U . up once more, we' l l d r ink a toast to comrades f a r a w a y ; 
r Na nation upon ea r th c a n boast of b raver hear t s t h a n they. 
And though they sleep in dungeons deep, or flee, out lawed and 

We love 
banned) 
• t h e m y«t, we c a n t forge t the fe lons of our land. 

."1TY own room is a semi-cellar, 
^ only half of the one window 
is above the level of the ground. It 
is so dark .that the light has to be 
used at all tiroes. In winter the 
window has to be covered up with 
a Manlast and heavy window cur-
tains which are sown into place to 
keep out the cold. 

The electric light is at one end 
of the room and has been put in 
by an amateur—the wires can be 
seen running along the outside of 
the waHpaper. The bulb is 100-watt 
clear. It leaves one half of the 
room in semi-darkness. 

The wallpaper also has been put 
up amateurishly, it Is loose in many 
places and nearly half of it has the 
dark stain of dampness, and is wet 
to toe touch 

The room measures approximately 
7ft. x lift, x 9ft. or 606 cu. ft. It 
has a bed, a set of three drawers, 
a wardrobe cum cupboard, two small 
tables and a chair. A gas ring in 
the fireplace can be used for heat-
ing water. There Is also an old-
fashioned single flame gas heater. 

The rent is £1 18s. a week—pay-
able in advance. Obviously an Irish 
"exiles charter" is very necessary. 

L. COtOCN. 
Islington. 

L E T T E R S 

j \ E A R SIR,—On the question of 
" how to vote in the next general 
election, I should like to suggest 
that your readers support the Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh Nationalist 
candidates, and faffing this, those 
candidates who are known advo-
cates of a United Ireland, what-
ever their political affiliations may 

A published list of such candi-
dates, as proposed by "Fenian" in 
your December issue, would help in 
this respect. 

Yours faithfully, 
J O H N C. BAEESE. 

A CHARA, I agree with Mr. 
' ' Corooran in your Deoember issue 
that what is wanted is * "dear 
statement that (have would be no 
British interest In maintaining par-
tition when Irishmen want to get 
rid of it." But is there no British 
interest? I think that's the weak-
ness. 

Is mite, 
D. P . M U R P H Y . 

In boyhood's bloom and manhood's pride, foredoomed by alien laws 
Some on the scaffold bravely died for Ireland's hely cause. 
And, brothers, say, shall we toi^y unmoved, like cowards, stand 
While traitors shame and foes defame the felons of our land. 

Some in the convict's dreary cell have found a living tomb; 
And soma unseen, unfriended, fell within the dungeon's gloom. 
But what car* we, although it be trod by a ruffian b a n d -
God bless the-day where rest today the felons of our land. 

Lei cowards mock and tyrants frown, ah, little do we careI 
A felon's cajft Ike noblest crown an Irish head wu> wear. 
And every Ga« in Inisfail who soorns the m f i vile brand, 
From Lee to Bayne would gladly join the felons of our land. 

BY-ELECTION CANDIDATE 
QjUSSTIONtD BY lUSH 

A T a pre-election meeting in When asked what his policy was 
St. Marylebone, the pros- regarding the presence of British 

pective Labour candidate, Mr. troops in countries where they were 
Plouviez was questioned by not wanted he replied "All British 
Irish residents of the area. troops should be withdrawn and 

the same goes for foreign troops 
in Britain." 

On N. Ireland he said that the 
partition of the country would 
come to an and when the people in 
the six counties voted for unity. 
When told by a Belfast man that 
he was denied the franchise in local 
elections, he said: "There is defi-
nitely need for an inquiry and a 
Labour Government oould possibly 
be the Government to do It." 

IRISH VOTE 
CAN SWING 

ELECTION 
(From Page One) 

wanted to be under Britain, but no 
self-determination if it changed its 
mind. 

MR. LEMASS 

In view of this, and in view of 
the negative response to Mr. 
Lemass's very modest appeal that 
the six counties should be given 
complete, two-way, not one-way, 
self-determination, the A.P.L. de-
clined to give any support for 
Labour. 

Speculation is now rife as to the 
date of the election. 

It is realised that Lord Home is 
merely a colourless stop-gap, and 
totally expendable. If anybody is to 
lose an election for the Tories they 
think he is the best. If he loses 
he can always go back and be a 
lord again. All he has to do is to 
sign another paper. 

But even so, the Tories would like 
to be in office, even under Home. 
For after a decent spell Maudling 
or Butler could take over. 

At present the Tories are angling 
for the Irish vote more actively than 
the Labour Party, who know that 
an early election woald hang them 
in. For example, Mr. Skeet, who 
defeated the outspokenly pro-Irish 
Maurice Or bach a t the last, election 
in Willesden, announced in the 
"Kilburn Times" that he had asked 
the Home Secretary to , urge the 
release of the Republican prisoners. 

If the election is delayed, there 
could conceivably be a Tory come-
back, although there is not much 
sign of it. 

CONCESSIONS 

The Irish have therefore to decide 
whether to vote Labour uncondi-
tionally on social and economic 
grounds, making it clear that they 
are dissatisfied with the official 
policy on Ireland, and seeking to 
exert such pressure as they can on 
candidates, members and the new 
government, to win what conces-
sions are possible, or whether to ab-
stain wholly or partly, whether to 
vote Tory in hopes of a Conserva-
tive Government dependent oil the 
Ulster Unionists and a consequent 
demand from Labour to send them 
packing, or finally whether not to 
bother about party and "vote for 
the man," 

"Voting for the man" would not 
in practice mean much difference 
from voting conditionally for Labour 
since, apart from Mr. Skeet, no Con-
servative Member of Parliament has 
said a word for Ireland, and labout 
120 Labour Members have. 

Another idea is that the Irish 
should draw up a memorandum of 
things that they want done and en-
deavour to persuade candidates to 
adopt them as "part of their election 
appeal. 

A conference under the auspices 
of the "Irish Democrat" is being 
held early In January with the ob-
ject of working out some settled 
approach to this complicated sub-
ject. Irish and British working or-
ganisations are being invited. It 
results will be published in the 
February "Irish Democrat." 

If you would like the IRISH DEMOCRAT ported 
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THE LIFE OF POPE JOHN 
| ) O P E P I U S X I I died late in 

1958, and shor t ly a f t e rwards 
the Card ina l s of the Catholic 
Church met in Conclave to 
elect a successor. When the 76-
y e a r - o l d C a r d i n a l Roncalli, 
Pa t r ia rch of Venice became 
Pope on t h e 11th ballot, choos-
ing the t i t le J o h n XXIII, t h e 
newspapers of t h e world w e r e 
full of such c o m m e n t s as "care-
taker" and "s top-gap Pope." I t 
was though t t h a t th is good m a n 
would not l i v e long and would 
act as a c a r e t a k e r while t h e 
church cons idered the r igh t 
long-term successor to Pius XII . 

Howevee, this notion was soon 
proved wrong. Some of Pope John's 
predecessors during the past cen-
tury, in their efforts to protect the 
faithful from the secularism and 
materialism of an unbelieving world 
had isolated t h e Church and made 
it, a somewhat Onward-looking body. 
Pope John, however, was deter-
mined t o make it an outward-look-
ing organisation with a message for 
the modern world, and he energeti-
cally set afcout making whatever 
changes Which would be necessary 
to achieve this. 

Soon after his election, he an-
nounced his intention of calling an 
Ecumenical Council, to interpret 
Catholic doctrine in the light of 
modern events and to pave the way 
for the unity of all Christians. In 
pursuance of the second aim, ob-
servers from other Christian com-
munities were to be invited. During 
the next few years Pope John had 
to organise t h e vast amount of pre-
paratory work which had to be 
done before t h e Council could meet. 
He also had to overcome opposition 
to this idea fr&m the more conserva-
tive minded Oh arch dignitaries, who 
were suspicious of changes and in-
novasiens. 

The first session of the Ecumeni-
cal Council opened in October last 
year. During his reign, Pope John 
met in audience not only leaders of 
other Christian denominations but 
also prominent people in world 
affairs who h a d no religious beliefs 
such as Mr. Khrushchev's son-in-
law. It was the policy of Pope 
John not aaly to bring about the 
u n % of Christians, but to achieve, 

PASTORAL PRINCE' 
by Randall Garratt 

(Monarch Books, 3 /6) 
* 

Reviewed 
by 

COLM POWER 

without departing from principle, a 
b e t t e r understanding between 
Christians and non-OhriStians for 
the good of all mankind. 

Pope John etided his political 
career with the unprecedented En-
cyclical Letter 'Pacem In Terris,' 
Instead of being addressed to just 
the faithful, it was addressed to 'all 
men of good-will.' I t stated that 
every man has the right to life, to 
bodily integrity and to the means 
which are necessary and suitable for 
the proper development of life, such 
as food, shelter, rest, medical care 
and the necessary social services. 

Also that every human has the 
right to respect for his person, to 
his good name, the right to free-
dom in searching for the t ruth and 
in expressing and communicating 
his opinions. The Encyclical con-
demned among other things, im-

perialism in both its old (colonialist) 
and new (economic) forms, the arms 
race, the stockpiling of nuclear 
weapons, and racial discrimination. 

By his personal behaylour Pope 
John endeared himself to everybody. 
A complete contrast to his predeces-
sor, the aloof, aristocratic Pius XII, 
this genial, gregarious, but humble 
man of peasant stock, showed that 
he was not addicted to protocol or 
formality. 

When his . all too brief reign as 
Supreme Pontiff ended with his 
death earlier this year all the world 
mourned. 

irnHIS book, by a ^oung American 
•*• author, though it has only been 

recently published in this country, 

was written before the death of 
Pope John, in fact before the Ecu-
menical Council commenced. It 
gives a good account of the main 
events In his life. We are told about 
his early peasant upbringing on a 
tiny farm Just outside the village of 
Sotto il Monte in Northern Italy. 
Then about his vocation for the 
priesthood, his life in the seminary 
at Bergamo, and how his studies 
were interrupted because he was 
conscripted into the Italian army. At 
tha t time Italy had an anti-clerical 
government which did not grant 
exemptions from 
religious orders. the army to 

When he was released from 
the army he continued his 
studies for the priesthood, this 
time at a seminary in Rome being 
ordained a priest in 1904. When we 
read his life story from this point 

onwards, we sec how his outlook was 
shaped by the various events whicn 
took place; how he could have been 
nothing else but an outward-looking 
man, and how nobody could have 
been more suited to start a move-
ment towards Christian unity. 

SHORTLY after his ordination he 
became private secretary to 

the Bishop of Bergamo, Mgr. 
Radini-Tedeschi. He was a man re-
nowned for his progressive views, 
both in spiritual and temporal 
matters. In 1909 he backed a strike 
of workers in the town of Ranica. 
He died on the outbreak of war in 
1914. In 1915 Pope John, or Father 
Roncalli, was recalled to the 
Italian army as Italy had by then 
entered the war. After the war he 
was appointed director of the 
Italian division of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith. 

In 1925 he entered the diplomatic 
service of the Church. During this 
period of his career he seems to have 
got what might be termed the sticky 
wickets.' He was first appointed 
Apostolic Visitor (with rank of 
Archbishop) to Bulgaria. In this 
country there were 50,000 Catholics 
in communion with Rome out of a 
population of seven millions, con-
sisting mainly of Orthodox Greek 
and Moslems. He spent the war 
years in Istanbul as Visitor to 
Turkey and Greece. During this 
time he had an Irishman, Monsignor 
Thomas Ryan as his Secretary. He 
worked under great difficulties to 
help the many people in Greece who 
were starving—Greece was at this 
time under Naxi occupation. 

At the end of the war he became 

Papal Nuncio to France. Here he 
found a very tricky situation. 
During the war while some French 
bishops had courageously stood up 
to Hitler, others had collaborated 
with Petain and the Vichy Regime, 
thus giving ammunition to anti-
clerical elements. The whole prob-
lem was solved when four collaborat-
ing bishops were asked to resign 
their sees. The remaining years of 
his Nunciature in France were a 
great success. In the furtherance 
of his work he relied on personal 
contact rather than written com-
munications. 

I N 1953 he received the Cardinal's 
hat and later on in the same 

year he became Patriarch of Venice. 
Five years later he became Pope . w 

IRISH FISHING INDUSTRY 
by a special correspondent 

rPHE large British trawling com-
panies are using their political 

power to prevent both British and 
Irish inshore fishermen from get-
ting a vital extension of territorial 
waters. 

The companies, which land 85 per 
cent of Britain's fish, operate 
mostly in waters close to other 
nation's shores. They are therefore 
resisting any attempt by any coun-
try to create a tendency to extend 
territorial waters. 

Tiny Iceland, which has an eco-
nomy that is 97 per cent dependent 
on fishing, succeeded iu pushing out 
its waters in 1958 against heavy 
threats from the British Trawlers' 
Federation. -Now this organisation 
is prepared to sacrifice the liveli-
hood of its own inshore fishermen 
so that its shareholders and direc-
tors can make big profits. 

Ireland was represented at a 
London meeting early in December 
called to discuss the subject, but 
the delegates were fooled Into post-
poning any decisions until a later 
date. 

Meanwhile the valuable herring 
shoals which congregate each year 
oH the south-east Irish coast are 
plundered by the vessels of many 
nations. Irish fishermen, in boats 
up to 7«ft. long, frequently And 
themselves surrounded by larger 

fishing vessels which fish close to 
the three-mile limit line. In De-
cember there were over 100 such 
fishing vessels in the area. 

The Irish fishermen have fre-
quently callrd for an extension of 
territorial waters, but the Lemass 
Government has refused to take 
unilateral action. In Britain the 
inshore fishermen have sent depu-
tations to Westminster, but the 
Tories have said that there must 
be international agreement first. 

There is a very strong case for 
Ireland having wider territorial 
waters. Our shellfish, upon which 
many west coast fishermen depend, 
can find a ready export market 
throughout Europe, but other richer 
nations are taking them. Our 
herring fishery on the south-east 
coast already yields three times the 
harvest which the famous Great 
Yarmouth fishery now produces, 
and the Socialist nations In Europe 
are keen to buy our fish. 

Furthermore, the Irish fishing in-
dustry, with an annual catch ap-
proaching £2 million In value, Is 
expanding both in catching power 
and exports, and there are training 
Bchemee for young fishermen and 
grants for boat purchase. Yet the 
revival of our fishing traditon, 
which vya« crushed by unrestricted 
British fish Imports In the 1890s, 
will come to nothing unless our 
fishing stocks are protected now. 

One wishes that Mr. Garrett had 
dealt more fully and profoundly 
with the world situation at the time 
of each event which he recounts. As 
it stands, the account of world 
events at different stages of the 
Pope's career is sketchy, naive, and 
often seen from a 'cold war* point 
of view. 

It is impossible to make a final 
judgment on Pope John just yet as 
the full results of his work will 
not be seen for a long time. 
Christian unity is a long way off yet, 
as doctrinal differences between the 
Catholic Church and some other 
Christian communities are such that 
it will most likely take at l^ast a 
generation to solve them. However, 
owing in no little way to the work 
of Pope John, there is far more 
tolerance and understanding among 
Christians, and he has done much to 
break down prejudice against the 
Church in the world as a whole. 

BANNED TELEVISION 
Many protest's in Dublin 

BROADCAST 
, , r JpHE broadcasting services 

should not be used fo r t h e 
disseminat ion of subvers ive 
policies. . . . The Television 
A u t h o r i t y considered the pro-
g r a m m e as so l ack ing in mod-
e ra t ion in a ma t t e r concern ing 
t h e secur i ty of the s ta te t h a t it 
decided it should not be broad-
cast." 

So Mr. Hillyard, Minister for 
Posts and Telegraphs, attempted to 
justify in the Dail the banning by 
Telefls Eireann of an interview 
with Mr. Con O'Lehane, well-known 
solicitor and former T.D., in the 
regular Irish programme, "An Fear 
agus a Sceal." 

What are "subversive policies," 
one wonders ? Is it whatever the 
Government disapproves of? What 
constitutes "moderation"? How 
does a TV programme endanger 
the security of the state? Dail 
deputies, alarmed at -this example 
of political censorship, got no en-
lightenment from Mr. Hillyard on 
these questions. 

According to Mr. Lehane nothing 
objeotionable was said during the 
course of the interview, nor any-
thing Which exceeded the normal 

limits of comment on matters of 
public interest. What was men-
tioned, however, was the two trials 
and execution of the l.RJk. leader 
George Plant in 1942. This judicial 
murder is one of those Incidents 
out of the past of which the gov-
ernment party would understand-
ably not wish the Ireland of the 
1960s to be reminded. 

MURDER 
George Plant was tried on a 

murder charge before a military-
tribunal, the case against him be-
ing based on the evidence of two 
men who had made unsworn state-
ments which they said at the trial 
were untrue and had been extorted 
from them under duress. The case 
then fell through and Plant was 
discharged. He was rearrested out-
side the court and the Government 
prepared an Emergency Powers 
Order which was machined through 
the Dail and Senate. 

The effect of the order was to 
make unsworn statements admis-
sible as evidence even in cases 
where the persons purporting to 
have made them refused to corro-
borate them on oath. On the un-
sworn statements of two witnesses 
who denied that the statements 
were true George Plant was con-
demned to death and executed. 

Small wonder that this case 
should have stood out in Mr. 
Lehane's mind as one of the most 
memorable he took part in. 

The Government's clumsy piect 
of censorship was widely con-
demned in the newspapers and by 
public opinion here, etolutions of 
protest to the Telefls Eireann 
authorities were passed at the 
Dublin branch of the National 
Union of Journalists and at a 
meeting of Cumann na ScriMmeohi, 
the association of Irish writers. 

VATICAN COUNCIL 
BISHOPS and cardinals from the 

ends of the earth have been 
gathered in Rome for the Vatican 
Council during the past few 
months. Many races and nations 
were represented among them, but 
no part of the world of its size 
must have had so many of its sons 
present in the august gathering as 
County Clare. 

Clare is a small county, even as 
Irish counties go. It has a popula-
tion of only 77,000. But there were 
no less than seven Claremen 
present and voting at the Council. 

The seven bishops are: Dr. 
Rodgers, Bishop of Killaloe (born 
In Killanena), Dr. McCarthy, Arch-
bishop of Nairobi (born in Miltown-

Malbay), Dr. Michael Moloney, 
Bishop of Bathurst, Gambia (born 
in Bodykei, Dr. Patrick Cleary, 
Bishop of Naneheng, China (born 
in Cahercon, Kildysart), Dr. 
Thomas Brosnan, Bishop of Free-
town, Siena Leone (born In Coro-
fln), Dr Dei-mot O'Flanagan, Bishop 
of Juneau. Alaska (born in La-
hinch) and Dr. John Gordon, Arch-
bishop of Bangkok, Slam (born in 
Ennis). 

Surely an extraordinary tribute to 
the piety of the people of Clare, 
to the energy and intelligence of 
its sons, and to the contribution 
.some of them have made to the 
world-wide activities of the Catho-
lic Church today. 

THIRST FOR 
KNOWLEDGE 
(Continued from Page Two) 

Labour Party, on the following Fri-
day, 13th December. 

Here again it was noticeable that 
the members were shocked at hear-
ing of what went on in the six coun-
ties. One member wanted to knjtw 
why he hadn't heard about this «n 
the B.B.c. programme "nnoraaaa," 
or on the papers. When ft wits 
explained to him that there was fta 
official boycott he remarked, "Is 
that because it 1s on our own detr-
step ?" 

The speaker, in dealing with the 
coming General Election, made the 
point that the Irish were tradition-'" 
ally anti-Tory but, like everybody 
else, they would have to hgfe a 
motive to vote Labour. TTHiMlx 
it was in the interest of t h e t a k o a r 
Party to reconsider Its p(dh|r the 
Irish question, perhaps mat ing the 
declaration Mr. Lemass i M M Cor. 

a 
Some members suggested that at 

their next meeting they would Con-
sider what further actiba to U k . 
The meeting concluded"*^ a vote 
of thanks to the speaJMT and to the 
"Irish Democrat" which, in the 
words of the mover, has done s* 
much to enlighten the British 
people, and whose steadfast adher-
ence to Its alms and objects shorid 
be an example to the Labour move-
ment, which had seen so many 
papers come and go because they 
lost sight of or abandoned their 
principles." 
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SILVER JUBILEE NUMBER 

VETERAN NATIONALIST'S PLEA 
TO NEXT LABOUR GOVERNMENT 

IRISH 
DEMOCRAT 

IRISH DEMOCRAT REPOpTER 

SUPPQSING.there is a Labour Government after the next election, what should the 
Irish {ffeu it to do? 

To Nllp throw tight on this vital question, agitating the minds 
of many of the Irish in Britain, I spoke to Mr. Cahir Healy, M.P., 
"father" of the Northern Iceland Parliament in Room 43 at 
Stormont. 

Socialist or Liberal. They Tasked him: "What would the 
HaO«MtHsts want done?" 

"I can jftSt tt to a nutshell," Mr. 
Heal; replied. "We Just want them 
to hold the scales of Justice fairly 
as between one class and another. 
That surely is no more than ask-
ing them 'to see that the comman 

subsidising the Tories 
of Northe<|k3l?el*iHi te the extent 
of almost setenty millions a year by 
grants and subsidies, and the party 
that pays Hft piper has the right 
to call the -tune." , 

"Ham 'imi Urn* maltera, particu-
larly In mind?" I asked him. 

"Employment andhousing in par-
ticular," Wpat;«i Mr. Healy. "There 
is also the. filling of public employ-
ments as well as the gerrymander-
ing of local government electoral 
areas. Today minorities of people 
can return jnajorities on public 
(wards. We Hive a property vote 
franchise which gives the owner of 
property an additional vote for 
every £10 of his valuation up to £60, 
or six extrfc votes. He can exercise 
these extra votes thfdugh nominees 
who are o^er 21 years of age, but 
these nomttfees need hold no pro-
perty, nor even live within the 
county—some of them do not live 
within fifty miles of it." 

"Wbat, Mr. Msaly, were the specific 
housing and employment grievances 
that you eewpWned of?" I asked 
him. 

"Well," hft replied, "I can bring 
you to estatas ln Fermanagh, Tyrone 
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Labour, 
cannot set foot in these Unionist 
wards which are gerrymandered to 
ghre Unionist majorities. 

"Last week the chairman of the 
Town Improvement Committee of 
the Enniskillen Corporation, Mr. 
George- Elliott, announced at the 
meeting tha t 'We are no* going to 
build houses in the South Ward and 
cut a rod to beat ourselves with 
later on'." 

"Every house allocated, so far, 
went to a Protestant and Unionist. 

"The meaning of Mr. Elliott's 
statement is clear. No person other 
than a Unionist can get a house off 
the Corporation in the South Ward. 
A, young Protestant bank official, 
wa6 allocated a flat but declined it. 
So you can see that although the 
Council could not get enough 
Unionists to fill the house3 vacant, 
they would not permit one Catholic 
to more than look at a home from 
the outside." 

"What," I then asked, "about the 
question of employment?" 

"This," replied Mr. Healy, "all the 
officials elected since 1948 under the 
new Education, Health and Welfare 
County Committees are non-Catho-
lics, and possibly potential Union-
ists could not be found to fill all 
the vacancies. There are no exami-
nations for clerical entrants." 

"If Labour comes into office at 
Westminster," Mr. Healy insisted 
with emphasis, "the Government 
should not advocate one policy in 
the matter of discrimination outside 
the United Kingdom—in South 
Africa for instance—and another in 
Northern Ireland. 

"That would be hypocrisy. 
"You know the Attlee Govern-

ment passed the Ireland Act of 1949, 
which guaranteed partition so long 
as the Tories could find a majority 
for it in Northern Ireland's six 
counties. 

"We consider that attitude un-
democratic, and we want Labour to 
reconsider it. I t is undemocratic 
because the people of all Ireland 
have a right to say if their country 
should be mutilated. We have a 
colour-bar in Africa and a creed bar 
in Northern Ireland. Which is 
worse? 

"Britain gives about seventy mil-
lion pounds a year to enable parti-
tion to work. Again I say, the party 
who pays the piper has the right to 
call the tune. >"!". 

"Irish people in England should 
see their local or prospective M.P. 
and get him to promise a fair deal 
for all the people In Northern ire-
land. 

"At least let us have an end to 
discrimination," added Mr. Healy. 

GREETINGS 
FROM FRANCE 
A 

•-•Sw. 
CHAR A,—Greetings and con-
gratulations on your silver 

jubilee. 
Your paper is one of the most 

welcome and I look forward to every 
month. It publishes facts that other 
Journals have not the courage to 
do. I have been reading it for many 
years wherever I may be. Some 
Irish are afraid to read it because 
it is socialist, yet they will read 
other papers that discuss nothing 
but scandal and Immorality. Let no 
one be afraid to be seen with it. 
It Is outspoken and honest. I sup-
port every other monthly Irish 
Journal that exists In Irish and 
English, as well as different jour* 
nals in other languages. If I had 
to discontinue any of them, the 
"Irish Democrat" would not be one 
of them. 

Le gach dea mhein; Bolr buadh 
ague beannacht; 

Mlae, le meas, 
0 MAOLALAI 

Menton, 

MR. CAHIR HEALY, M.P. 

LABOUR LEADER DIES 
By-election in Kildare 

"Brockway 
"THE impact of Mr. Fenner 

Brockway's Bill to outlaw 
racial and religious discrimina-
tion on the six-county scene was 
discussed in Stormont on the 
initiative, of the Nationalist 
Party. 

Mr. W. Craig, Minister of Home 
Affairs, told Mr. P. Gormley that 
the six-county Government would 
take no Initiative which might have 
the result of the Bill being applied 
to Northern Ireland. 

Mr. T. Boyd pointed to the fact 
that safeguards against religious 

k J R . WILLIAM NORTON, 
leader of the Irish Labour 

Party from 1931 to 1960, died In 
November aged 63. He fcad been 
a T.D. since 1926, having repre-
sented Kildare since 1931. Pre-
viously he had been gepieral sec, 
retary of the Post Office Work-
ers' Union. 

He was one of the main architects 
of the Coalition Government of 
1948, in which he was Minister for 
Social Welfare; he was Minister for 
Industry and Commerce and 
Tanaiste in the Coalition Govern-
ment of 1954. He was thus the first 
leader of the Irish Labour Party to 
hold ministerial office. 

In his earlier years Mr. Norton 
was considered to belong to the "left 
wing" of the Labour Party; but 
since the war his influence was 
exerted against the Labour Party 
taking any initiative in Irish poli-
tics, Jiis alliance with Pine Gael in 
two administrations being perhaps 
responsible for this. 

In 1960 Mr. Norton was replaced 
as leader of the Labour Part*, by 
Mr. Brendan Corish after he; had 
come under considerable criticism 
from members of his party for 
holding directorships in p$vate 
companies. He was also in 
poor health sine© that t i m * ' But 
he retained considerable Influence 
in both his party and the Dail. He 
was one of the most intelligent and 
shrewdest men in Irish politics, his 
speeches always had solid content 
and he is said to have been an 
excellent administrator when" hold-
ing office. 

Mr. Norton was very popular in 
his own constituency, a n d v while 
Minister he was responsible for 
bringing several factories to New-
bridge, Naas and Kildare. As a 
consequence he got the votes of 
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worries Stormotit 
discrimination were written into 
the Government of Ireland Act 
(1920) but the Government did not 
exercise them. 

LOBBYING 
There is no doubt that between 

now and the time when the Bill 
comes up again, there will be Inten-
sive lobbying by Unionist and crypto-
Unionist, with the object of ensur-
ing that the Bill is so drawn tha t 
it does not apply to the six cotmtles, 
the place where It is most needed. 

Two special dangers are foreseen. 
First, Tories who are inclined to 

support the Bill may strive to secure 
the exclusion of the six counties as 
the price of that support Second, 
Unionist pressure may be Intensified 
within the six counties, and concen-
trated on the weaker menMrs of 
the N.I.L.P. Who f̂laay suocumb and 
agree to act as touts for the six-
county establishment. 

The only way to arm the British 
Labour Party to stand Qtto&f on 
this question la to publicise to the 
utmost in Britain the damning 
facts about the discrimination which 
Is the foundation of the six-county 
state. 

thousands of people who would not 
normally be Labour supporters. 

There will now be a by-election 
in Kildare as well as In Cork. The 
seat will most likely be lost to the 
Government, but is just as likely 
to go to Pine Gael as to Labour. 

DR. BROWNE 
MOVES AGAIN 

WHEN Dr. Noel Browne, T.D. 
and Mr. J. McQuillan, T.D. 

Joined the Labour Party in Dublin 
this month there was little surprise 
in political circles, as the desire of 
the National Progressive Democrat 
deputies to associate themselves 
with the larger body had been well 
known fOr a long time. The N.P.D. 
group is now dissolved and many 
of its rank and file members are 
expected to follow the two T.D.S into 
the Labour Party. 

Soundings about admission to the 
Labour Party had been made by 
Dr. Browne and Mr. McQuillan for 
quite a while. In the event, all the 
Labour T.D.s were in favour of in-
viting the N.PJD. deputies to join 
with the exception of Deputies 
Corish, Norton, Desmond and Patti-
son. 

In a statement the two N.P.D. 
deputies gave as reason for their 
move "the need to secure unity 
among progressive forces in Ire-
land." Now that the Civil War de-
bate was virtually concluded it was 
possible for politics at last in Ire-
land to narrow down to the "natural 
division between conservative and 
progressive forces," said the depu-
ties. 

The accession of Dr. Browne and 
Mr. McQuillan to the Labour Party 
should strengthen that party's 
ability to fight on some social and 
economic issues, as there Is no 
denying the energy of Its two new 
members. Only time will tell 
whether It will facilitate the emer-
gence of a more forthright Labour 
stand on the national question, on 
Partition, and on the defence of 
Irish nationhood and sovereignty 
against British and Common Mar-
ket pressures. 

Deputies Brown and McQuillan 
entered the Dall as Clann na Pob-
lachta members In 1948 and broke 
with tha t party after the "mother 
and child" controversy in 1B51. 
After this they became Independents 
and Dr. Browne Joined Flanna Fall 
after some years, having failed to 
secure admission to the Labour 
Party. Four years ago, having left 
Flanna Fall, he and Mr. McQuillan 
founded the National Progressive 
Democrats, which is now dissolved. 


