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PLAN TO HONOUR 
JAMES CONNOLLY 

Motion by Edinburgh Labour 

J H E Edinburgh Labour Party are determined to succeed with 
their vtaH to ho iw I f f l i jH tw Connolly by having a plaque 

placed on the site of hit Mrtfeptace. At the meeting of the 
Edinburgh Corporation op l|j%ejiiber 1st, Couneillor James 
Cook moved thefoitowJngmejMon: 

FREE THE 
PRISONERS 

GET THEM OUT BY CHRISTMAS 
Q N November 18th, in almost continual downpour, members of the Connolly 

Association marched from Kilburn (London) to the home of Henry 
Brooke, the British Home Secretary, and there presented a letter calling for the 
release of Joseph Doyle, the Irish Republican serving a life sentence in Wakefield 
Prison, described by the "Daily Express" as "one of the toughest prisons in 
Britain." 

To remit to the Lord Pro-
vost's Committee to consider 
placing a plaque a t the si 
ur near lflST .'Oowgate, to 
mrmorate t i l l ' birtlr the* 
June 5th, 1868 of J a m & 
nuily, the most gifted, 
and renowned personality 
duped by the Edinburgh 
class, !irti*1wcftiK'<igjtjU*>|kt< 
years the undisputed Reader ot: 
the Labour and trade union 
movement in Ireland and popu-
lar hero of the Irish people." 
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Left: Tom Walsh and Chris 
Sullivan, Sawetary and Chairman 
of the Kittum a ranch of the Con-
nolly Association, before handing 
in the latter to the Homo Secre-
tary. 

Below: Part of the marcft to the 
Home SeerMHys house in Hemp-
stead. 

h on the right 
?the letter appears 

issue. 

The Association has now an-
nounced that on December* 12th a 
mass lobby of Parliament (West-
minster) will bo held, and calls on 
all Irish people in Britain to sup-
port this move for the release of 
the prisoners. 

In addition to Joseph Doyie 
there are 31 prisoners in jail in 
Crumlin Road, Belfast. The slogan 
of every Irishman should be "Get 
the prisoners out by Christmas." 

At the same time as the an-
nouncement of further activity in 
Britain comes news of fresh de-
velopment in the Six Counties and 
from the South. 

This is the Labour Party's sec-
ond attempt to have a plaque 
erected. Last year a motion was 
rejected by the Provost's Commit-
tee. Best wishes to Councillor Coofc 
and liis colleagues in their efforts. 

FROM DUBLIN 
The demand for t h e release of 

the Republican prisoners still con-
tinues here. 100 Dail deputies and 
senators have now joined in the 
call for the release of Joe Doyle, 
whose continued imprisonment 
after the release of Donal Mur-
phy Is seen to be more and more 
indefensible. The 100 names, which 
include many Fianna Fail, Labour 
and some Fine Gael T.D.s, were 
collected by Deputies Michael Mul-
len and Sean Dunne of Dublin 
and Stephen Coughlan of Limer-
ick and were sent to the Home 
Secretary. The deputies who did 
the collecting are well known for 
their Republican opinions; they 
had no difficulty in getting the 
signatures. 

This was followed by the visit of 
p deputation of Ekul Deputies, led 
by Mr. Sean Dunne to the British 
Ambassador in Dublin. 

Down country resolutions calling 
for the releases are regularly being 
passed. Cork and Galway County 
Councils, Westport U.D.C. and the 
annual conference of the Associa-
tion of Municipal Authorities of 
Ireland have all joined the call to 
release the men. 

RECOGNITION FOR THE 
TRADE UNIONS STILL 

REFUSED 
CI X -COUNTY Premier Lord 
J Brookeborough last month 
shattered a growing hope that his 
Unionist Government was prepar-
ing at long last to reach some 
agreement l o r t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of 
the Northern Committee of the 
Irish Congress of Trade Unions. 

H" issued a blunt ultimatum 
thai the trade union centre repre-
'" 'mg 200.000 organised workers 
'v"«l<l Urst have to break up the 
unity of its central organisation 
, u i d dissociate f rom the all-Ire-
i:"'r! "ingress before he would 
, l av" anything to do with it. 

1 ''is attempt to impose the 
'"'""•a! and sectarian ideology of 

ruling Unionist Party upon 
1,1 industrial, non-political federa-
11111 of workers has bean vigor-

>>' rejected by the Congress 
,,;«l''rs in the North. 

M | , v regard it as an intolerable 
'•l»Tt mence that the Govern-
"'"' should try to enforce a poli-
r , l ] , r s t on the unions as a 
'" '" lor recognition —especially 
"'"ipanied as It is with a de-
" : , ( l for breaking up their orga-
' •it'onal solidarity. 

'•••ii-lier in the month rumours 
1 around that the Government 
"^ t - be willing to recognise the 

Trade Union centre if it made a 
specific pledge to recognise the 
Unionist Partition "settlement." I t 
is believed the union leaders were 
therefore considering some suit-
able formula, although the Con-
gress has never made any declara-
tion on a major political issue like 
Partition, either one way or the 
other. 

But the rumours raised a whirl-
wind of intolerance and panic 
among the Unionist diehards. Mr 
Edrnond Warnock. Unionist M.P. 
protested tha t the Northern Com-
mittee of the Congress had never 
pledged its support for the Union-
ist Party position, and therefore it 
could not be "trusted." 

The dominance in the Unionist 
Party of the mast ultra-reaction-
ary Bourbons was revealed when 
Lord Brookeborough bowed to 
their rowdy protests and pro-
claimed tha t the unions must 
split up along sectarian lines be-
fore the Government would re-
cognise them as "respectable." 

The Si* Counties thus remains 
ti~e only country in Europe out-
side Fascist Spain and Portugal, 
and Greece, where the Govern-
ment refuses to acknowledge the 
properly constituted trade union 
oentre. 

FREE THE PRISONERS 

COMMITTEE FORMED IN 
SIX COUNTIES 

M E W details of disreputable practices by the Six-County 
police force—including the use of bribery^have come to 

light as a result of the formation of a committee to campaign 
for the release of political prisoners. 

The committee was formed in 
Belfast last month by a group of 
well-known non-political persons, 
including Mr. Sean Stinson, secre-
tary of the Co. Antrim Board of 
the O A A. 

Their object is to campaign 
through popular organisations, 
trade unions and public meetings 
for the freelne of the 34 prisoners 
held in Crumlin Rond Jail under 
sentences mostly of 10-15 years 
for alleged political offences. 

Pledges of support for the cam-
paign— described by Nationalist 
M.P. Mr. Joseph Connellan as a 
"humanitarian cause"—have come 
from many prominent public tig-
ures, and it is expected that the 
Irish Labour Party will also join 
in the growing cry of protest. 

Labour M P s , Messrs. Harry 
Diamond, Gerry Fitt and Frank 
Hanna, carried the fight to the 

Stcrmcnt Commons with a motion 
urging an amnesty for the prison-
ers, many of whom an ' serving 
excessive sentences af ter trials 
based on flimsy police "evidence." 

The campaign oommltteo has 
already taken the initiative In 
hslping to form other committees 
along similar lines in Derry, How-
ry, Lurgan, Dungannon and Coal-
Island. 

The mother of one of the prison-
ers has told tile committee how 
her 19-year-old son, Robert Mur-
ray. of 8t. James' Gardens, Bel-
fast, was beaten and threatened 
during police Interrogation in J a n -
uary. 1960, to force him to sign a 
statement. 

When he refused a police offi-
cer offered him his freedom, and 
a bribe of £50. in exchange for 
"information." They also promised 
they would free his brother Tony, 

ONE 
PRISONER 
RELEASED 
1 AMES OLIVER SMITH (aged 

*' 26), of Besfbrook. Co. Ar-
magh, was released f rom Crumlin 
Road Jail on November 13th. He 
was sentenced in December, 1956, 
to eight years' imprisonment. 

This man was not released be-
cause of an act cf kindness on the 
part of the Stormont Government. 
He had served his sentence, less 
the usual time ofl for good be-
haviour. 

who was already interned, if he 
would do as they asked. 

Robert was unable to give the 
information they wanted, and so 
he was charged, later tried and 
sentenced to 10 years' imprison-
ment. He will not be due for re-
lease until September 19«6 under 
full remission for good conduct. 

The committee members point 
out that this young m a n is, in 
fact, in jail today because he could 
not accept the bribe offered him 
by the police. 

Although he was tried and sen-
tenced, the police held wha t was 
a form of secret trial behind closed 
doors previously, and determined 
the Issue of whether he would go 
free or not. 

It Is pointed out t h a t if the 
police were then willing to let 
him go free, with £50 in his 
pocket, they could not have, con-
sidered him a real "danger to tho 
State"—and even less so today. 
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HOUSE OF 
COMMONS 

LODGE 
""FHOSE who were present at the 

meeting in the St. Paneras Town 
Hall when Mr. Marcus Lipton, M.P., 
spoke on his visit to the Six Counties 
will remember him saying how 
shocked he was to see a banner being 
carried in the Covenant parade, 
which showed the insignia of the 
House of Commons, and bore the 
words "House of Commons, Westmin-
ster." 

True to his word, Mr. Lipton took the 
mat ter up in Parliament and, as would 
be expected, It created a furore In the 
Six Counties. As a result of His question 
it h a s also revealed tha t an Orange Lodge 
exists in the House Qf Commons and, in 
the words of Mr. la in Macleod, " the lodge 
has been in existence for mere than fifty 
years." 

The motion put down by Mr. Lipton 
reads:— 

"That this House expresses its severe 
displeasure at the use of a banner 
cairied in a procession of Orange 
Lodges in Belfast on 29th September 
and bearing the words 'House of Com-
mons, Westminster,' in circumstances 
tending to create the impression that 
this House was officially associated with 
a political demonstration; that such 
action is calculated to diminish the re-
spect due to this House and to bring 
the House into odium; and tha t the 
matter be referred to the Committee 
of Privileges." 
In the debate which took place Mr. 

Gaitskell, leader of the Opposition, asked 
if the House of Commons banner could 
be carried if a Fascist, or C.N.D., or 
Communist branch was set up, "or is 
this sort of of th ing limited to Northern 
Ireland and the Orangemen?" He also 
wanted to know who belonged to the 
House of Commons Orange Lodge. 

Mr. Lipton has always been active in 
the House of Commons (and outside it), 
exposing the methods of the Unionist 
Government, but his visit to the Six 
Countie?, sponsored by the Connolly 
Association, enabled him to obtain first-
hand information. His work in the last 
few weeks prompted a leading Irish 
paper to write:— 

"Col. Upton's speeches have revived 
a tradition of anti-Unionism and anti-
Orangeism that has always existed in 
the British Labour movement. 

"The late Aneurin Bevan . . . once 
called for the abolition of the twelve 
Six-Countv seats at Westminster on 
the grounds tha t the Unionists always 
voted 'against the interests of the 
British people even in matters that did 
not in the least concern the S ^ Coun-

"The early Labour leaders like Keir 
Hardie, George Lansbury, James Sex-
ton. J. R. Clynes, Robert Smillie and 
others were all s trong supporters of 
Ireland's right to be independent. 

"The present leader of the Labour 
Party in the Six Counties and past 
British Ministers like Earl Attlee and 
Lord Morrison . . . support the Unionist 
cause, but they have nothing at all in 
common with the real feelings of the 
British Labour movement about Ire-
land. 

"Col. Lipton expressed those feelings 
most truly when he said, tha t 'the divi-
sion of Ireland flew in the face of 
history'." 
Th ' s is not a quotation from a back-

number of the "Irish Demaerat." It ap-
peared in the pro-Fianna Fail "Sunday 
Press" on November 4th. 

IL shows that people in Ireland are be-
ginning to realise the tremendous pos-
sibilities for building pro-Irish sentiment 
here in Britain. To the people, particu-
larly those in the Six Counties, the know-
ledge that they are not fighting alone 
will be a great encouragement. 

IRISH DEMOCRAT 
FIGHTING FUND 

W E thank the following for their 
donations to the fund: — 

B Wilkinson 7 (>. P.OS. £5. M. Enright 
•r> -. E. Crowe 5 - Manchester readers 
£2 13s. 3d M Byrne 10/-. B O £5. F H O 
10 . R Hamilton 13 2. F McCarthy 10 -, 
S. J. Fisher 1 fi; total £15 15s. 5d 

DO NOT LET THE PRISONERS 
ROT IN JAIL 

A T the present t ime there a le 3 1 / Q P r y A I i n L A Q ' 
1 Irish political prisoners in Crum- ^C C f f C fV••* 

says SEAN REDMOND 
(General Secretary, 

Connolly Association) 

lin Road jail, Belfast, and one man, 
Joseph Doyle in Wakefield. Th3 men 
in Belfast are serving sentences rang-
ing f rom five to fifteen years, and 
Joe Doyle is serving a life sentence. 

Most of these men, if not all, were 
convicted in connection with I.R.A. acti-
vities, though certainly there is plenty 
of evidence of "rigged" trials, and 
whether one agrees or disagrees "with 
the use of physical force, nobody can 
deny their sincerity and patriotism. 
Theirs was the aim of Tone, Mitchel, 
Pearse and Connolly, to smash British 
imperialist influence in Ireland. Yet 
these men are rott ing in jail while 
Lemass and Co. are selling the measure 
of independence which Ireland has to 
the E.E.C. 

How often have we heard Brooke-
borough, Faulkner and their colleagues 
talk about "trigger-happy gunmen" com-
ing over the border from the South 
"attacking peace-loving people." Yet it 
is a fact that the majori ty of the prisoners 
in Belfast come from the Six Counties. 

Why do men take up arms against the 
Unionist regime? Because they are vio-
lent, vicious types is the Unionist answer. 
But the truth of the matter is that the 
violence and viciousness is on the Union-
ist side. Where could you get more 

vicious organisations than the Orange 
Order and Mr. Paisley's "Protestant 
Action"? 

The whole system of government (or 
mis-government i in the Six Counties 
breeds violence. The "State" was set up 
at the height of the Black and Tan war 
on the Irish people, and to this day 
there are thousands of British troops in 
the Six Counties, backed up by the 
R.U.C. and the "Specials," all armed to 
the teeth. 

The people of Qerry and t h e counties 
of Fermanagh and Tyrone, where there 
are Nationalist majorities, a re forcibly 
prevented from joining with the rest of 
Ireland. And to make sure tha t they 
are weakened politically, the Government 
has made a farce of the electoral system. 

With gerrymandering of constituencies, 
company votes, property qualifications, 
intimidation, dscrimination against the 
Catholic minority, and the Special Powers 
Act is it any wonder that men take up 
arms to end this intolerable situation? 

Mention of rigged trials brings to mind 
the Mallon and Talbot trials. Dunn" 
the toursr oi a trial on a charge of mur-
dering an R.U.C. sergeant (they were 
acquitted' , it was proved that the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary tortured them to 
extract—confessions." These same "con-
cessions" were.,.used, on fu r ther charges, 
to send 'Mallon to prison for 14 VeaVs 
and Talbot for eight. 

* • * * * f 
JJAGE O t t E of this "issue includes 

- rsjjeEts of the activit ies. for the 
release of these men. YOU HAVE 
A PART TO PLAY. 

Come to the House of /Commons at 
Westminster, on Wednesday, December 
12th, and see your Member of Parliament 
and tell h im that you want him to raise 
his voice for the release of the prisoners. 

Everyone is entitled to go to Westmin-
ster and see their M.P. It is part of the 
democratic rights which the British 
people fought to gain. 

We must now exercise this right in 
the interest of the prisoners. Unless the 
Irish people, together with our friends 
in the t rade union and working-class 
movement, put pressure on the British 
Government and on Stormont these men 
will be lef t to rot in jail. 

If you are living outside London 
write to your M.P. and ask him to 
work for the release of the prisoners, 
and also to meet those who lobby on 
December 12th. If vou live in London 
COME TO THE LOBBY. 

LETTER TO BRITISH HOME 

' T H E following is the text of the letter 
^ delivered to the Home Secretary, 

Henry Brooke, on Sunday, November Mth 
(photographs and story on;Page One).:— 

Sir.—On October 3rd, 1955 Joseph Doyle, 
Donal Murphy and James Murphy 
were convicted at Reading Assizes of-n 
offences of robbery with aggravation, 
storebreaking and larceny, conspiracy 
to rob, and assault, in connection with 
the raid on the Arborfteld camp, and 
all three received sentences of life im-
prisonment, 14 years' imprisonment, 
five years' imprisonment and two years' 
imprisonment. We are of the opinion 
now. as we were then, that these sen-
tences were excessive. 

Ip 1959 James Murphy escaped from , 
jail and was never recaptured, and on 
October 2nd of this year Donal Murphy 
was granted an amnesty by yourself. 
The third man, Joseph Doyle, is still 
serving his sentence in Wakefield 
Prison. We now approach you to urge 
tha t he also be released. 

In support of our appeal for an 
amnesty we would make the following 

points:— 
(1) The excessive (sentences; 
(2) Doyle has already served over 

seven years; 
(3) All the stolem-arms and-ammunit ion 

was recovered and none l a 
h a d been used; > 

(4) T h e enquiries by 
M P. which 
suffered fiinn liiliiirrtNarlTi 1 'J . in. 
prison; .' ' ' 

(5) The activities of the I d s h Repub-
lican Army, with which D a y l e w*s 
connected, were terminated by tha t 
body nine months ago. The release 
of Doyle would help to foster a 
spirit of goodwill; 

(6) The granting of an amnesty in the 
case of Donal Murphy, al though he 
was convincted of the same offences 
as Doyle and was the recipient of 
the same sentences. 

We are not suggesting tha t Murphy 
should not have been released, but 
surely whatever humane and political 
reasons led to his release must also apply 
to Doyle. 

SUPPORT 
FOR 

members of t h e Withington 
*'..<Jfar"-liefc'ber> Young Socialists, a t a 

;.3eoBa&: •meeting, listened for an hour to 
•Tom .Redmond speak on "The Irish 
Ques t ion ' .They then spent another 

thpur .fua&tionmg the speaker on all as-
pects, of Ir ish politics. Mr. Redmond, 
chairman or the Manchester Connolly 

"Association i; anch, described the ques-
tions "jBm the most political I have heard 
at aqy youth meeting." 

The audience expressed support for the 
memorial to the Home Secretary calling 
for an enquiry into the Six Counties, and 
some of those still at school took away 
copies with the intention of getting sig-
natures and raising debates in their 
sixth form. 

IF YOU W A N T FURTHER ADVICE 
ON W H A T YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
GET T H E PRISONERS RELEASED, 
WRITE T O THE C O N N O L L Y 
ASSOCIATION, 374 GRAYS INN 

ROAD, LONDON, W.C.1. 

WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER U 
Demand Release of Irish Republican Prisoners 

Where— How— Time-
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

WESTMINSTER. 

Look out for Guides. 

GO TO ST. STEPHEN'S H A L L . 

Tell the Policeman you are 

going to see your M.P. 

ANY T I M E AFTER 5.30. 

Write to your M.P. 
c/o House of Commons, 
London, S.W.I., and 
tell him you are coming. 
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WORLD COMMENTARY BY PAT DEVINE 

LEMASS'S 
CONTRADICTORY 

STATEMENTS 
r p H E Presidential speech of the 
X Taoiseach. Mr. Sean Lemass a t the 

recent Fianna Fail Ard-Fheis was a 
masterly example of the art of creating 
confusion. He spoke at great l ength about 
Ireland and the Common Market , and 
made a brave a t tempt to convince the dele-
gates that we were about to enter the 
promised land. Certainly the I r ish people 
will not be taken in so easy as the Fianna 
Fail delegates were. 

A better collection of contradictory state-
ments would be harder to And. Consider, 
lor example the following: "We were 
always keenly conscious of the fac t that 

the winning of political independence 
would not mean tha t we had acquired 
economic independence, and t h a t many 
commercial arrangements which had 
been set up when Ireland a n d Britain 
were a single political unit would per-
sist after the change . . . and would pos-
sibly restrict the use of our freedom. It 
would not be incorrect to s&y tha t , not-
withstanding political freedom, Ireland 
has continued to be an integral part of 
the British economic system." 
In other words we are just where we 

were before 1922, economically still a slave 
to Britain. 

Yet further in his speech, Mr. Lemass 
declared "Our willingness to make our 

national contribution to this h igh pur-
pose (the Common Market) GLAD and 
PROUD that this generation of Irishmen 
is FREE to make tha t decision." 
Further on talking about neutrali ty Mr. 

Lemass spoke of "A world . . . in which 
the nations are dividing i n t aj 
two camps—in one the Communist states 
and their satellites and in the other the 
tree nations." None of the delegates 
thought fit to ask him the position of 
the Six-Counties in this connection. I t 
is certainly not Communist, but does Mr. 
Lemass include it among t h e free 
nations. 
It was when he got on to Part i t ion that 

It was clear that an attempt is being made 
to lead the Irish people up the garden path. 
He said "We know very well tha t the divi-

sion between our people is much more 
than a tariff barrier—that it represents 
a SPIRITUAL CLEAVAGE which has its 
origin deep in history." 
The Irish people are divided by a 

POLITICAL barrier, this having been 
accomplished by force on t h e par t of 
British imperialism. Spiritual cleavage! 

Katanga enquiry suggested 
by Conor O'Brien 

UNIONISTS 
EXPOSED 

\ NY student of politics in the Six 
J * Counties. Vill realise that the people 
there are sick and tired of jaded Unionist 
V'ulitics, Wjth the increasing unemploy-
ment former supporters of the Govern-
ment are turning away in disgust. The 
'•'M election showed this. But the be-
haviour of the twelve Unionist M.P.S at 
Westminster has put a nail in to Stor-
mont's coffin. If there was anybody who 
'ill clung to the belief that the Unionists 

' •oed lor the interests of the people, their 
illusions were well and truly shat tered at 
Westminster on November 22nd. 

' ' he House was dealing with "the Hall 
"'•pori, exposed for the fraud t h a t it is 

last month's "Irish Democrat." The 
nment had tabled a motion which 

That this House takes note of the Re-
l""'t of l lie Joint Working Tarty on the 
I'.ronomv of Northern Ireland presented 

Parliament by the Secretary of State 
'"r the Home Department 
Mr. Fred I,ee the Labour member for 

N'-wton, tabled an amendment on behalf 
" ' the Opposition, to the effect "but re-
K"'t.s the failure o fHer Majesty's Oorern-
"" 'n t to carry through an effec-

i 'PHE Congo looks like becoming a 
-*- classic example of how imperialism 

suborns and throttles new national in-
dependence movements, by treachery, 
kind words, partition, foreign mercen-
aries, open political intervention and 
local stooges. 

Living in these tumultuous times, with 
a new "trouble-spot" every week, largely 
because of the upsurge of the ant i-
imperialist movement, the situation in 
the Congo is sometimes forgotten. But 
once again it has been brought into world 
attention, this time by the publication 
of Dr. Conor Cruise O'Brien's long-
awaited book, "To Katanga and Back." 

This book gives an account of the 
events in the breakaway state of K a t a n g a 
in September 1961, when fighting broke 
out between Katanga and United Nations 
forces. The United Nations Secretariat 
has condemned the book as being "a 
fabrication bearing no relation whatso-
ever to the t ruth" and said that much 
of it was "tendentious both as to the 
facts and the interpretation." 

Dr. O'Brien denied these allegations 
and has said that he is prepared to back 
up his allegations with documentary evi-
dence. In a statement issued on Novem-
ber 13th he said:— 

"Senior officials of the United Na-
tions Secretariat maintain tha t the 
account of the origin of the Elizabeth-
ville fighting of September, 1961, as 
given in paragraph 15 of Security 
Council document—4940 of 14th Sep-
tember—is true. I maintain t ha t it 
is misleading and in parts false. T h e 
reasons for this are given in detail in my 
book and supported my documents—fot 
example the military situation report 
dated September 13, 1961, from the 
United Nations Command in Elizabeth-
ville. the facsimile warrant f rom the 
Central Congolese Government for t he 
arrest of Moise Tshombe and his Mini-
sters . . . and the order of the Central 
Government of the same day, placing 
certain officials at the disposition of 

\ Mr. Khlary, then Charge de Mission 
1 of the United Nations operations in 

Leopoldville. 
"Do these United Nations officials 

contest the authenticity of these docu-
ments? If they do not contest them 
it is hard to see how they can main-
tain tha t the official account of these 
events is true and adequate. . 

"If they do contest them, then I be-
lieve that , in view of the importance 
of the issues at stake, the ma t t e r 
should be investigated by an impartial 
body. I am willing to testify before 
such a body, providing its proceedings 
are held in public, that senior officials 
of the United Nations are also prepared 
to testify, and that witnesses may be 
cross-examined." 
It was suggested by Conor O'Brien tha t 

such hearings should take place before 
the International Commission of Jur i s t s 
or by, a tribunal named hy them. This 
suggestion certainly seems fair enough. 
There is no denying the dirty dealings in 
the Congo, and particularly in Katanga. 
One remembers the slanderous campaign 
of the British Prase against the Irl ih 

troops when they were engaged in the 
operations mentioned by Dr. O'Brien. 

It is rather a pity that Mr. Frank 
Aiken, the Irish Minister for External 
Affairs should have hastily condemned 
the book. Mr. Aiken remarked in New-
York that Dr. O'Brien's book was "from 
begining to end distorted by his deci-
sion to claim martyrdom." 

In an interview with the Press at Dub-
lin Airport. Dr. O'Brien said in relation 
to Mr. Aiken's remarks:— 

"I am sorry and surprised that he 
should have thought it necessary to 
attack me. . . . 

"Mr. Aiken has no direct experience 
of the crucial series of events in 
Katanga. He had to choose between 
two conflicting versions of these 
accounts—the Secretariat's official ver-
sion and the account of the man on 
the spot—that is to say me. He made 
the wrong choice and spoke too soon. 

"When he lias carefully studied what 
I say in my book—which he has obvi-
ously not yet done—and when he com-
pared that account, and the documents 
in support of it, with the official ver-
sion. a simple fact will force itself 
irresistibly on his attention, that is 
that the Secretariat is not telling the 
truth and I am." 

T H E CONGO NOW 
It is to be hoped that Dr. O'Brien's 

book will help to bring about an im-
provement in the situation in the Congo. 

We are told in the most influential 
journals that Tshombe of Katanga has be-
come so strong tha t the political question 
mark is now whether his motive is to 
negotiate from strength, or as many in-
formed observers think, to assert this 
strength and attempt to take over the 
whole of the Congo. 

It is reliably reported that Katanga, 
with a population of only 1), million 
people, has an army of from 40.000 to 
80,000 soldiers, plus 1,500 mercenaries 
(British, Belgian, South African, Ameri-
can. etc. i and a recruiting office in one 
of the best hotels to recruit more at the 
rate of £150 a month. 

Patrick Keatley in the "Irish Times" 
(November 17th, 1962) suggests that the 
Katangese are producing aerial bombs 

with the tacit agreement of the U.N. 
observers on the spot, and have over fifty 
aeroplanes for spotting, dive-bombing and 
army operations as against the one jet 
fighter in September. 1961. 

The awful irony and shame of this 
most recent information is that it coin-
cided with the burial in Glasnevin ceme-
tery of Trooper Anthony Browne and 
Corporal Michael Nolan, who were killed 
by the Tshombe mercenaries last year 
and who have now only been identified 
and brought home. 

Well might one ask did they die in 
vain? 

The United Nations Security Council is 
likely to meet this month. African and 
Asian members of the Congo Advisory 
Committee are demanding a United 
Nations ' military f howdown w i t h 
Katanga. They are protesting against 
British and French refusal to take any 
action against Katanga . 

To date Tshombe has been prepared to 
promise anything asked of him as long 
as he is allowed to remain in power . . . 
the front for the Union Muniere. He 
recently agreed to a proposal for a 
federal constitution, that would have 
divided Katanga into two provinces and 
the rest of the country in twenty-one in-
stead of six as it is today. But he 
dillied and dallied, doing nothing to 
implement the proposal. Instead he built 
up his military power, as indicated above. 

Surely the time is overdue when this 
state of Katanga, the Six Counties of the 
Congo, is brought into the Congolese Re-
public. The United Nations must firmly 
deal with the mercenaries, if they do not 
leave voluntarily. Deputy Premier 
Gizenga must be released and given his 
rightful place in the Congolese Govern-
ment. 

One hopes that Mr. Aiken and the Irish 
United Nations representatives will sup-
port tlris pelicy. But one has doubts, 
in view of Mr. Lemass's statement tha t 
Ireland is no longer neutral. Does this 
mean that Ireland will support British, 
French and Belgian imperialism as the 
price for getting into the Common Mar-
ket? 

The doubts become greater in the light 
of Mr. Aiken's remarks about Conor 
O'Brien's book. 

(love: 
I'-ad 

tlve policy for the expansion of Industry 
and the alleviation of unemployment in 
Northern Ireland " 
Here was a great opportunity for the 

Unionist M P s to press for action. I t is 
a regular occurrence in the House of 
Commons for the members from other 
"distressed areas," like Scotland, Walee. 
Merseyside, to do a song and dance about 
their particular area, and one would have 
expected something similar from Mr. 
Stratton Mills and Company. 

But what did the Unionists do. They 
voted against the Opposition amendment, 
and thereby showing that loyalty to the 
Tory/Unionist cause comes before the in-
terests of the people of the Six Counties. 

In the course of the debate, Mr. Charles 
Loughlin. the labour member for Glou-
cestershire. West, referred to the non-
recognition by the Stormont Government 
of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions. He 
said: -

II we want to look at the problem of 
unemployment in Northern Ireland, first 
we must tackle the Government Front 
Bench in this House and then deal with 
the affairs in Northern Ireland. A pre-
requ is i te for the real expansion of exist-
ing industries is a recognition of the 
trade union movement which has a pa r t 
to plav and an invaluable contribution 
to make " 

A.P.L OFFERS PIOUS HOPES 
I "THE Anti-Partition of Ireland League, 

to judge from its recent annual con-
ference in Manchester, seems to have 
thrown in the sponge completely. Any 
idea of fighting against imperialism is 
neglected and instead we had a lot of 
half-hearted pious hopes. 

Everyone familiar with Irish history 
knows that the Irish people have had to 
fight tooth and nail for every inch of free-
dom and progress. Britain used every dirty 
trick in the book to suppress Irish 
Nationhood, But now at this most crucial 
stage, the A.P.L. adopt a complacent •atti-
tude. 

What had the A.PL. to offer the Irish 
people. Nothing except sit back, do 
nothing and hope that the Common Mar-
ket will lead to a change of heart and a 
GRADUAL WITHERING away of the 
political border. 

While we are waiting for a change of 
heart on the part of the Orangemen and 
the "gradual withering away," the people 
of the Six Counties are suffering the 
effects of Unionist bigotry. 

It would be foolish to deny that the 
Common Market will bring about changes. 
It is quite possible that it would lead In 
time to the ending of Partition. But is 
that the ultimate goal. Will Ireland then 
be completely independent? The answer to 
this question can be found in the writings 
of James Connolly. He wrote, in answer 
to those who saw the "hoisting of the 
green flag over Dublin Castle" as the 
moment of triumph for Ireland: — 

"Britain would still rule you. She 
would rule you through her capitaltsts, 
through her landlords, through her 
financiers, through the whole array of 
commercial and industrial institutions 
she has planted in this country and 
watered with the tears of our mothers 
and the blood ol our martyr.'.. England 
would still rule you to your ruin." 

What Connolly was saying here, in 
effect, is that ending Partition is only a 
stage on the road to full and complete 
independence It is of course the most im-
portant stage, the greatest barrier to the 
onward march of the Irish nation. God 
speed the day when the border lies in 
ruins. But the A.P.L. by encouraging the 
Irish people to twiddle their thumbs, and 
wait for the "gradual withering" to take 
place, are playing a dangerous game. 

We will only end Partit ion if rwe fight for 
it, and we will only, tree ourselves com* 
pletely from British imperialism if are 
fight, so that everything that encourages 
the Irish In Britain to organise and unite 
and build a strong, VIGOROUS, move-
ment is to be praised. 

The conference of the A.P.L. was noted 
also for the advice given to the Irish in. 
Britain in relation to Britain's entry into 
the Common Market. They were encour-
aged to vote in favour of Britain going in. 

What does this mean? The recent by-
elections show that the British people are 
opposed to going in—the Tories are reeling. 
There Is very strong feeling in the trade 
union and Labour Party against going in. 
But here the A P L. are advising the Irish 
to link up with Ireland's traditional enemy, 
British Toryism, and oppose the only forces 
in the country likely to support the aspira-
tions of the Irish people. 

Entry into the E.E.C. presents British 
imperialism with new problems, They will 
be using their undoubted diplomatic skill t<» 
manoeuvre themselves into a favourably 
position. 

There will have to be some adjustment lot 
policy, not only In relation to world poll-
tics. but also In relation to Ireland. It fit 
obvious that in this changing situation we 
must, press our case In a positive, forthright! 
manner. We must exert the maximum pres-
sure on British Imperialism. In other words, 
whet Is needed to secure for Ireland a place 
in the sun Is a policy of ATTACK*, 
ATTACK, ATTACK. 
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UNIONIST WHITEWASH 
VNEW note in Unionist apologetic.', is 

sounded by Messrs. Barrett and 
Carter in their "study of group relations," 
"the Nor 'hern Ireland problem." published 
by the Oxford University Press, a t 25 -. 

I t differs from its many predecessor.', in 
appearing at a time when Northern Ire-
land Unionism is in headlong retreat, and 
many observing believe will be sacrificed 
by the British Tory Party unless it is con-
stently on its best behaviour. 

Hence no doubt the conclusion on page 
155 which summarises the result of the 
"study." "In the long run, the constitu-
tional settlement and the Protestant 
religion cannot be protected by discrimina-
tion or the manipulation of small legal 
advantages, but only by actions and atti-
tudes which are just and generous in in^. 
t tat loft ." 

THE NORTHERN IRELAND PROBLEM 
by D. P. Borritt and C. C. Carter 

Published by the Oxford University Press : 25/- m 

Reviewed by C Desmond Greaves 

• r i v i 

Party a set of new catch-words which will 
possibly bring it a short respite in the 
trials to come. 

The conclusion of the book is inherent 
in its method. The first chapter is headed 
"Two views of history." It is there .said 
that it would be erroneous to posit any-
thing so simple as a "Protestant view" or 
a "Catholic view" of history. The review 
of Irish history then proeeeds on the very 

t h i s tradition Illustrated in 1920 when Car-
son congratulated his supporters on 

rivirjg the CathoHcs out o t t h t shipyards, 
nfeny of them to sw»t* ttieehannei 
rail of bolts andr ive ts , and later 

lg them out o f t h e i r komes^ were 
t h e recurrent pogroms in Belfast no con-
cern of the Unionist Party? Was Lord 
Broa*4torpugh'% advice to his supporters 
not jtq^employ; Catholics uttered in a 
"purely individual capacity"? 

I n the chapter containing the above 
t rope to end all tropes we are told that 
" the group of Nationalist M.P.S can hardly 
be called a party." They are in fact the 
ma in opposition, with A clear programme, 
effective discipline and of a flexibility 
borne of long political experience. They 
have been the representatives of the only 

assumption thus rejected, and a r a r e 
What is Just? What is generous? How cocktail of confusion is mixed for the un-

a re intentions to be related to results? suspecting reader. The authors a re for-
The book gives no answers. But it con- tunately unable to conceal their bias, 
tains much useful information to condemn which shows in such statements as this on 
Unionist policies as they exist, alongside 1798:— 
just t he right amount of whitewashing 
to present the degree of grey the authors "Before the rising broke out the defen-
conBKter likely to pass fnuster under the sive inaction of many Protestants to any 

It is characteristic of^these* writers €hat 
they seldom make an outright statement. 
Thus the 1921 Treaty is said to be "re-
garded by many as extorted by threat of 
immediate war." Regarded , h j , many! 
Could these s tudents of "group relations" 
not find enough in their university 
archives to establish whether Lloyd George 
did or did no t threaten the Irish 
plenipotentiaries with "immediate and ter-
rible war"? B u t the reader is not assisted o t h e r organised opposition party in the 
by facts on which to base a judgment. In House 

new- conditions. 

Because the aim is plainly admitted— 
to protect the "constitutional settlement" 
and the Protestant religion, there is 
naturally no admission that anything is 
radically wrong. This profoundly sick 

improvement in the .status of their Catho-
lic rivals became apparent. The Orange 
societies . . . helped the Government to 
maintain order." 

Those blessed words "maintain order," 
beloved of every reactionary who ever 

society is pronounced as well as can be strung men up by their toes or tortured 
expected. But since the aim is also to them with pitch caps. Maintain order!— 
moderate Unionist policies to ensure their Whose order? The order of the Protee-
survival, the unpalatable t ruth keeps tants who regarded the improvement of 
breaking through. the depressed status of the Catholics as 

order to bolster up their (already carefully 
disclaimed) sectarian opinion tha t there 
are two religious "views" of Ir ish history, 
only "views" are recorded and realities can 
only be groped for. 

Having once established—in so far as 
writing so half-hearted and painfully 
loaded with qualifying provisos can ever 
establish anything — that unseetarian 
"view" of Ir ish history, all t ha t is neces-
sary is to apply it to Irish politics. 

This is done successfully. We have a 
chapter on what Catholics and Protes-
tants think of each other. I t turns out 
to be an essay in t h e old ar t of the rigged 
trial, on which the allegations of one side 
are presented in full and, the Advocatus 
diaboli puts up a half-hearted defence 

something tha t threatened them and re- Later, in a chapter on social relations we 
Unionism losing the support, of the q u i r e d d e f e n c e ? Let a m a n state what h e 

working class. I ts survival therefore de- r e g a r d s ^ "order" and we know his 
pends on splitting off some section of the political affiliations. Yet the authors 
S t r ° ! i < L C O t n ^ U n ! ' y a n 5 attaching it to a ^ t t h a t "many Protestants" were on 

1 J - 1
 t h e o t b e r s l d e trying to upset the invad-

Qn the same page they are described as 
" t i red of the uneonstructive business of 
carrying on a long and hopeless fight" 
aga ins t partition, when the t ru th is that 
they have divided the House again and 
aga in and are engaged in constant and 
vigorous propaganda throughout the Six 
Counties. 

I t is therefore no occasion for surprise 
t h a t these authors admit gerrymandering 
but • dismiss- i t with a n admonitory click 
of t h e tongue. They also admit the 
discrimination against Catholics in jobs 
a n d housing, but conclude that, looked at 
properly, it is nothing but the somewhat 
regrettable result of the working of an 
obscure statistical law they have un-
happi ly proved unable to reduce to mathe-
mat ica l form—namely, that if everybody 
discriminates equally against everybody 
else, t h e present s t a t e of the Catholic com-
muni ty will automatically result from it. 
T h e r e is not a ripple of surprise at, let 

a re told that i t is a "matter of opinion 
whether people of Scots or English 
ancestry tend to be "thrifty and hard-
working," while those of unmixed Irish , .. ^ . , , , 
ancestry are "lazy and shiftless." I t would f l o ? e repudiation <*> a social system which 
of course also be a matter of opinion ^ founded on universal discrimination, 
whether members of the Quaker com- •***«<* ° f love thy neighbour seem 
munity were not "hypocritical and m- , «ble to tolerate a society supposedly 

, „ „ that t he sinuatlng" and "adept at dressing up p r e / f n u n d e d upon uninhibited hate. 
Jiors conceal the fact that the cr£ of dice as judgment." Chapter n con^ A n d s 0 t h i s hesi tant , self-contradicting 
Pro tes tan t leaders of t he United Ir ish- eludes with what are by now our ok}/ ^ o k meanders inconclusively through the 

tious- imperturbability, but at every check men was for universal suffrage, which in- friends "many Protestants" pronouncing Nor the rn Ireland scene, avoiding a 
they move in one direction only—to t h e volved precisely the enfranchisement of regretfully t ha t they "wait with hope for s t ra igh t answer to every vital question. 
Side of the establishment. the Catholics who represented some 80 per small signs of a n unfreezing of Catholic a n d providing treacly but impossible ob-

The result la of necessity to confuse the cent of the Irish DoDulation of those davs. attitudes." 

Unionism so as td restore its damaged 
Image before the world, and simultan-
eously keep the working class in its place. 
Ho sect would be better equipped than the 
Quakers to perform this kind of political 
legerdemain. Incurably centrist, tpey be-
stride t h e middle of the road with ostenta 

ing "order" and substitute that of t h e 
majority of the Irish people. 

I t Is particularly outrageous 
auttio 
t r i f p 

Englishman and convince 
him tha t nothing oan or need be done, to 
M u r i a t e the Nationalist who can see 
through the mist of half-truths and dumb 
prevarications, and to offer the Unionist 

cent of the Irish population of those days. 
In other words, there were two parties in 
Ireland. T h e National and the Imperial, 
and the two "views" of Ir ish politios cor-
responded then as now to this real divi-
sion of interest. 

BOOK CRITICISED AT 
BELFAST MEETING 

CEVERE criticisms of a book purporting 
to be a "study" of religious tensions 

In the Six Counties were made at a pub-
lic meeting In Belfast last month attended 
by one! of the authors. 

The book is "The Northern Ireland 
Problem," by Denis P. Barrett and Charles 
F. Carter, which Is reviewed above. 

It sets out to be a "detached" inquiry 
into the causes of politico-religioui sec-
tarianism—without even mentioning the 
role of imperialism and the Unionist Party 
in fostering and inflaming backward 
•religious" passions to serve their politi-

cal purposes. 
T h e book was subject to a scathing 

analysis at the public meeting by Mr. 
Prank Hanna, M P., and Senator J. G. 
Lennon, the Nationalist Party leader, who bigotry 

tions which it could plant in the minds 
of English readers who are not familiar 
with the real situation in the Six 
Counties. 

Senator Lennon and Mr. Hanna pro-
duced cliapter and verse to show that the 
sectarian problem in the Six Counties was 
in fact the problem of anti-Catholic dis-
crimination by the ruling Party and its 
followers. 

They shat tered many of what they called 
the "false equations" which the authors 
quoted In efforts to show that "bitter-
ness" was "just as bad on both sides." 

Every Unionist manifestation of bigotry 
appeared to be toned down in the book, 
and was always set against an often 
imaginary "example" of alleged Catholic 

both agreed that It presented a faldv and 
distorted picture of the sectarian prob-
lem in the Six Counties. 

Mr. Denis Barrett, who was present, 
confessed tha t if he had heard some of 
the views expressed at the meeting before 
he had written his book, it would have 
been of great assistance to him in his 
task. 

Main criticism on the book was that it 
was politically "loaded" on the side of 
Unionism, and fears were expressed par-
ticularly about the dangerous mieconcep-

Thus the dangerous, trouble-making 
Unionist group In the Shipyards called 
"Protestant Action," whloh has as its ob-
ject tha clearing out of all Catholics In 
the place, was set beside a mythical 
"Catholio Protection Society" in the air* 
craft factory. 

The authors have now been obliged to 
retract their remark about the "Catholic 
Protection Society," and have written to 
the Proas to say that a f te r all they can-
not find any real reason to suppose such 
a society exists. 

In succeeding chapters much is ad1-
mitted, and then half-withdrawn in 
accordance with the authors' Intellectual 
stage-methods. We are told first that it 
ia very difficult to be accepted as a 
Unionist candidate without being a mem-
ber of an Orange Lodge. And then we 
are assured tha t "there has always been 
a tradition in the Unionist Party in 
favour of Justice towards Catholics as 
Catholics." One is tempted to ask was 

Fight for Gaelic 
Pitch in 

Dungannan 
r r H E failure of the Unionist controlled 

Dungannon Urban Council to pro-
vide a gaelic pitch in the town's proposed 
new £250,000 playing fields has led to 
stormy scenes a t the council meetings. 

The new playing fields have provisions 
for junior and senior soccer-playing 
pitches, four tennis courts and a bowling 
alley. Gaelic enthusiasts in Dungannon 
first raised the idea of a Gaelic pitch when 
the plan for t he playing fields was first 
mooted. At present there are three Gaelic 
teams in Dungannon, all using the same 
pitch. 

The Unionist Council rejected the final 
appeal made by the Nationalist members 
a t the meeting on November 13th, and this 
led to the Nationalist councillors walking 
out. 

The only thing the Unionists could sug-
gest was that G.A.A. fans could play gaelic 
football on the soccer pitches. No wonder 
the Nationalists felt that they were 
wasting their time. S1 

SECTARIANISM 
CONDEMNED 

JECTARIANISM in the Six Counties 
was condemned by the Rev. Albert 

H. McElroy, president of the Ulster 
Liberal Association, a t a meeting in 
Dublin recently. 

He said that for forty years sectarian-
Ism had been the basis of local polit" 

s a H K r o a a a s ^ ^ *"'"w" 
Christmas and New Year Greetings to all our Readers 

jections to any argument which would 
make for a decisive change. It gives the 
impression of being well-meaning in the 
very worst sense of t he word. 

But is it so well-meaning? When 
Republicanism comes up for discussion, 
the comment on police torture of untried 
prisoners runs: "I t seems to us tha t on 
occasion the police use rough treatment 
aga ins t those who are, af ter all. trying to 
kill them." The essence of a police state 
is t h a t the police a re judge as well as 
prosecution. Messrs. Barrett and Carter 
appear to find this natural. I t is not 
therefore surprising tliat they do not 
appear to have enquired about the fate 
of Mallon and Talbot, who complained of 
police torture and were acquitted of 
murder . They were not "interned" for 
longer than was necessary to charge them 
with another offence and send them down 
for over 10 years. They are still in jail. 

All in all, this is a very disappointing 
book. Some of the statistical tables are 
of value for the facts they contain, some 
interesting incidents are recorded (not 
always fully or accurately) and we should 
be thankful for small mercies. But this 
work, which could have been so illuminat-
ing If real science Instead of the careful 
m a t c h i n g of oen t rwy opinions had been 
b rough t to bear on t h e enquiry, mint Join 
a long sucoession of similar labours lost, 
lost fo r the reason t h a t those who made 
them could not g rasp that the issue in 
I re land is not religion, but nationality. 

T h e printing and 
formly excellent. 

production are uni-
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IDEOLOGICAL AND MILITARY 
NOT SAME THING 

FORMER IRISH MINISTER GIVES WARNING 
'THE defence of Irish neutrali ty is 

the most pressing political issue 
in the country now. 

All signs point to the Government's 
willingness to barter our policy of non-
involvement in military blocs as part of 
the Common Market entry price without 
s hint of consultation of the Irish people. 
Double-talk and deliberate confusion is 
the order of the day on the question 
among Government leaders. 

In Germany recently Mr. Lemass said and purposes linked with, if not based 
tha t it was Ireland's desire to participate upon, the abandonment of Irish neut-

rality. on the piecemeal involvement of 
the Irish people with a military bloc in 
such a way that the involvement will be 
complete and we shall have passed the 

ARD-FHEIS 
OPPOSITION to the Common Market was 

the main theme of Sinn Fein President, 
' C o m a s MacGioUa's, speech at the recent 
annual conference of the organisation in 
Dublin. A .feature of U^}/ conference was 
the large number of delegates from Sinn 
Fein branches in Britain. 

Hie E.E.C. would not be a means of end-
ing partition, said Mr. MacGiolla, but it 
vrould bring unemployment to Ireland north 
and south. 

Fianna. Fall and Fine Gael were trying to 
Hell the Rome Treaty to the Irish people 
under the slogan, "We can't be neutral in 
the light against Communism," but in fact, 
if materialism was our enemy, we would be 
swamped by it in the materialist cosmopoli-
tanism of the new Europe. We should con-
centrate our energies on building our own 
country, not selling it out. '' 

At present the Slhn Fein movement is 
campaigning for the release of the prison-
rrs in Belfast and England, preparing to 
(contest, all 12 seats in the Six Counties in 
the next British General Election and oppos-
ing the inclusion of Ireland in the Common 
Market by means of a series of meetings and 
'-IrikiiiK propaganda posters. There Is no 
indication that the movement at present 
intends to change its policy as regards Dail 
Eirean. 

7962 
0/RE AC HT AS 

\ TREMENDOUS success—such was the 
l!)(i2 Oireachtas. In fact the most 

'leccssful in the Go year history of the 
li'itival. If you wanted reassurance as to 
'lie quality of Irish culture—or reas-
uniiice as to its existence in face of the 

.ubes of the cynics^t l i i s was it. 

Irish music and song. Irish dancing and 
t'iry telling, by traditional performers 
loin all over Ireland, were there in plenty. 
' here were far more entries than last year 
: 'r the same number of competitions and 

judges thought the standard was the 
highest in the history of the event, 
•^veral entries came from England and 
i n l a n d and two of the major awards, ln-
''I'lding tha t for Ceili hand music—won by 
'tie Liverpool Ceili Band—went across the 
water. 

it '•'•as evident, despite the fluent Irish 
"i many dialects being spoken in the 
'•veral halls where the festival was held, 

"'at many of those present knew little 
r nothing of the language. Attracted by 
h e sl'eer enter ta inment value of the 

' 'v, '"t it cannot be doubted that many 
*>'"t home with their views much changed 
" n what the Irish world can offer. 

in whatever political union may develop 
in Europe and that we were making no 
reservations whatever, including defence, 
as regards entry. When tackled on this 
in the Dail on his re turn Mr. Lemass 
thumped the desk in f ron t of him—an 
unusual gesture for our phlegmatic 
Taoiseach—and shouted that Ireland, 
"this Christian country," was not neutral 
in the light against Communism. 

We all know this to be true, but this 
does not mean tha t the Irish people 
want to join a military alliance and per-
haps have bases and conscription in the 
country. Ideological and military neut-
rality a r e not the same thing, although 
an a t tempt is being made to confuse 
people into thinking they are. When 
Mr.' De Valera on his 80th birthday a 
few weeks ago said—over-sanguinely per-
haps—that neutrality remained "constant 
national policy" he was hardly thereby 
proclaiming his pro-Communism. 

More confusion came f rom the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to t h e Minister of 
Lands, Mr. Lenihan, when he said a t 
a meeting at U.C.D.: "If We get into 
the Common Market there is going t o 
be some defensive commitment but t h a t 
in no way affects our neutrality." Im-
periousness with the English language i s 
indeed a quality of some politicians! 

Another straw to show how the wind 
is blowing came from the United Nations 

•,-where during the mon th Ireland votied 
with Britain, France, Belgium and t h e 
colonial powers against a proposal of the 
Afro-Asian countries to impose sanctions 
on South Africa for her apar theid poli-
cies. 

ONE voice in opposition to this sell-out 
came from Mrs. Josephine MacNeill, 

former Irish Minister in the Netherlands 
and Switzerland. A well-argued letter 
she sent to the Press on the matter has 
aroused considerable comment. In it she 
says: "The whole political and economic 
policy of the Government is to all intents 

point of no return, before we wake up 
to the realisation of where we are being 
led." 

And she correctly points out t ha t some 
people have linked their advocacy of 
neutrality with support of Castro and of 
other people and projects which do not 
commend themselves to the majority of 
the Irish people a t the present time, there-
by tending to confuse the main issue that 
confronts the Irish people. 

Whatever about the Common Market 
and whether we should apply for asso-
ciate ra ther than full membership, as 
some prominent people in Labour circles 
are now coming to think, there is no 
doubt tha t it is the neutrality question 
which has more Irish people worried than 
anything else; it is on that t ha t the 
Government is most worried about pub-
lic opinion a n * it is in its defence t ha t 
the greatest measure of national unity 
can be built a t the present time. 

BLASKET ISLANDS 
FOR SALE 

4JHOULD we be glad or sorry that the 
^ Americans are reported to be going 
to buy the Blaskets? Since the Govern-
ment some years ago took their last in-
habitants to the mainland, t he Blaskets— 
home of a splendid people and several 
Gaelic writers off the west Kerry c o a s t -
have been deserted. Now three American 
women, millionairesses, are planning 
seemingly to convert the Great Blasket 
into a tourist resort. 

And why not, you may say? I f ' thou-
sands of the Blasket people went to 
America over" the years why shouldn't now 
the Americans come here, even though 
these ones will have more t h a n a five-
pound note in their pockets? Time brings 
for th these ironies. But was it beyond 
the bounds of possibility for an Irish 
government to develop a tourist resort, 
and much else besides, on the island while 
the Padraig.s and Bridies and Maureens 
were still there? 

OYSTER BEDS IN 
CONNEMARA 

/ \YSTEK beds in Connemara which lay-
derelict fbr decades have been bought 

by Gael-Linn; clearance work is going 
ahead in preparation for long-term 
development and dredging started this 
season. 

The beds are in Kilkerrin, Camus and 
Bertraboy bays but the centre is Rosmuc. 
To introduce them and to facilitate fish 
dealers throughout the country the oysters 
are being sold by direct mall, ~ Hotels and 
restaurants in Dublin are among the best 
customers so far . 

SUGAR COMPANY 
LOOKS ACROSS THE 

BORDER 
t NOTHER feather in its cap for the 

Irish Sugar Company, Comhlucht 
Sitticre Eireann—and this time north of 
the border! Arrangements have recently 
been made between the Six-County Minis-
ter of Agriculture and the Company for 
the growth of 200 acres of experimental 
beet in Derry and Antrim, the produce to 
be bought by the company and processed 
south of the border in its Tuam factory. 

The Six-County farmers are glad of this. 
At last they have got a market for this 
valuable cash crop and they have had to 
look southwards for it too; hundreds of 
them are reported to be anxious to go into 
the business. 

Mr. Cahir Healy. MP., welcomed the 
economic co-operation involved. "The 
Nationalists have been advocating a sugar 
beet industry for the Six Counties during 
the past 20 years. It is good to see that 
at long last it is coming." 

W 
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DYING LANGUAGES: 
IRISH OVERLOOKED 
H. MAIRTIN O CADHAIN, well-known 
Irish writer and lecturer in Irish in 

Trinity College, Dublin, has refused to 
sign a petition to U.N.E.S.C.O. requesting 
measures for the defence of threatened 
languages throughout the world because 
Irish is not included in the list. 

The petition is being signed by literary 
people and linguists from all over the 
world. Mr. O Cadhain said tha t he was 
intimately acquainted with all the Irish 
Gaeltachts; he has stayed over the years 
in the main Scottish-Gaelic speaking 
areas, in Wales and Brittany, Flanders, 
Catalonia and some of the areas in 
Russia and Eastern Europe which had 
minority languages, and it was Irish which 
was in more immediate danger than any 
languages he had come in contact with 
or had information about. He agreed that 
all the languages of these areas should be 
preserved and would be glad to sign the 
petition if Irish were included in the list. 

BID TO FREE 
DOYLE 

A GROUP of prominent citizens, in-
cluding two Lord Mayors and a num-

ber of Dail Deputies are planning a visit 
to London some time this month. The 
purpose of their visit is to see Mr. Henry 
Brooke, the British Home Secretary and 
urge the release of Joe Doyle. 

The group includes Alderman J. J. 
O'KeefTe. Lord Mayor of Dublin. Alder-
man Sean Casey, Lord Mayor of Cork, the 
former Lord Mayor of Limerick, Mr. 
Stephen Coughlan, T.D.. Mr. Michael Mul-
lin, T.D., and Mr. Sean Dunne, T.D. 

They will take with them a petition, 
signed by one hundred members of the 
Clreachtas, including the Ceann Cow-
halrle, Mr. Patrick Hogan. 

BOGS BEING USED 
'IT"!HE Peat Bogs of Ireland—a problem 

J - of land use" is t h e title of a pamph-
let recently published, by Dr. D. Dwyer, 
of Hong Kong University Department of 
GeograpHy. In it lie shows how peat cut 
by machines is solving our problem of in-
adequate coal supplies, in contrast to the 
situation in the north where they have to 
import proportionately far more coal. 

In the past few years one-flfth of our 
electricity has come from peat fuel and 
this has been especially valuable in the 
summer t ime when hydro-electric power 
falls off in the drier weather, because then 
we can rely more on the peat-fired power 
stations. 

As for the future, when the larger bogs 
are used up, machines will probably be 
developed suitable for exploiting the many 
smaller ones still untouched. As well there 
is wide scope for afforestation on 
former bog .land .— we are one of 
the least afforested countries in Europe— 
and probably such land can be used for 
agricultural purposes as the Irish Sugar 
Company now is doing at Gowla in East 
Galway. 

Winners of Irish 
Competition 

rPHE winners in the Glor na nGael 
competition, organised by Cumann 

na Sagart were announced in Dublin 
recently. They were Abbeyfeale, Atlilone 
and Nenagh, and special prizes were won 
by Listowel, Letterkenny, Donegal and 
Dungannon. The cup for the best town in 
Kerry went to Listowel. The awards for 
the Gaeltacht districts went to An 
Fhalcarrach, Co. Donegal, and An 
Muirloch, Co. Kerry. 

The intention of the competition was 
to encourage the use of Irish in everyday 
life, by shopkeepers, in hotels and restau-
rants, in post offices, banks, etc. 

This was the first year the competition 
was held and a report by the committee 
said tliat It had far surpassed all expecta-
tions. 

Waterford Power 
Plant 

r j X ) s t rengthen the electrical power 
system in t h r South East, the E.S.B. 

have decided on the erection of a new 
plant at Great Island on the Suir Estuary 
near Waterfard City. The generating 
capacity will be 120 megawatts and the 
estimated cost of construction is £7,000,000. 

« 
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THE VALLEY OF KNOCKANURE 

YOU may sing and speak about Easter Week and the heroes of 'Ninety-Eight, 
Of the Fenian men who roamed the glen, in victory or defeat; 

Their names on history's page are toM, their memory wilt endure— 
Not a song was sung of our darting sons in the Valley of Knockanure. 

There was Walsh and Lyons and Dalton, boys, they were young and in their 
pr ime 

They made their way to a lonely spot where the Black-and-Tans did hide; 
The Republic bold they did uphold though outlawed on the moor, 
And side by side they fought and died in the Valley of Knockanure. 

'Twas on a neighbouring hillside, we listened with dismay, 
In every house in th* whole townland a maiden knelt to pray; 
They're Closing in around them now with rifle fire so sure, 
And Lyons is dead and Dalton's down in the Valley of Knockanure. 

They took them then beside a fence to where the furze did bloom, 
Like brothers so they faoed t h e foe to meet their dreadful doom; 
When Oalton spoke his voice it broke with a passion proud and pure 
"For our land we die as we face the sky in the Valley of Knockanure." 

But e'er trie guns could seal his fate Con O. had broken through, 
With a prayer to God fte apurned the sod as against the hill he flew; 
Till the bullets tore his flesh in two he surprised the Tans I'm sure 
As he made his dash for liberty in the Valley of Knockanure. 

The evening sun Is setting no*« behind the feate and lea, 
The pa to, pa le moon is rising faf out beyootf Tratoe, 
The disfnal stars and clouds afar' are darkening o'er the moor, 
And the Banstioe oried-where owr heroes died in the Valley of Knockanure, 

Wl-ile Walsh and Lyons and Walton a re resting in the d a y 
We have t rue men yet in Ireland to man t h e gap. todays 
While grass is green m Ireland your memory will endure 
God guard and keep the place you sleep in the VaUey of Knockanure. 

DAN MURPHY'S DOOR 
•••HERE'S a sweet garden spot In oor 
™»nwm'ry, 
H*s the ptaoe we wore bom in and reared 
Tts long years ago ainee we left it, 

Bat return there we wIM if we're spared. 
Our frianda arul oompaniona of ehtidHeod 
Would a»— ntolu each night near a score, 
Round Dan Murphy's shop, and how often 

we've sa t 
On the stone t h a t stood outside his door I 

6 H 6 R U S : 
Those <Kys in our hear ts we will cherish, 
Contented, although we were poor, 

And the songs that were sung 
In the days wo were young, 

On the stone outside Dan Murphy 's door I 

When our day's work was over we'd meet 

WITH 
THANKS 

TPHE Connolly Association wishes to 
acknowledge the .following donations 

to Its fund:— 

E. McGrath 1'-; G. Shields £1/5; P.O S. 
£ 1 2/9; per D. Logan 10'-; T. Curran £1; 
C. Madden 6 €; J . Kilderrv 2 A. Par-
shad 3 -; M. Cooley 2/6; H. and K. Blake 
£1/15; Mr. Hagerty (Australia) £ 1 3 ; 
Birmingliam supporters £2/4 9; Notting-
ham 10 -; "Democrat" readers In South 
London £4 12/10; West London £4 2/7; 
Bast London £1 12 8; North-west London 
XI,-. Total £21 4/7. 

Please continue to support our work in 
this very practical manner. R J . 

EAST LONDON CONNOLLY 
ASSOCIATION 

"Will the Common Market 
Solve Partition?" 

MEETING : 5th DEC., 8 p.m. 

Central Labour Hall, High Road, 

llford. 

Hove you yet re-enrolled for 1963 ? 
OR IF NOT A MEMBER W H Y NOT J O I N ? 

Fill this form in, cut out and post with 7/6 t«— 
I 

Connolly Association Head Office, 374 Grays Inn Road, W.C.1 

Name 

Address 

THE BELFAST BRIGADE 
1 1 A H E N Craigavon sent the Specials out, to shoot the people down, 
" He thought the I.R.A. was dead in dear old Belfast town, 

But he got a rude awakening when with rifle and brigade 
They met the First Battalion of the Belfast Brigade. 

Glory, glory 4o old Ireland .,» 
Glory, glory to the Sirel&nd, 
Glory to the memory of the men who fought and fe l l— 
NO Surrender is the war-cry of the Belfast Brigade. 

The Specials came from Holywood equipped with English guns; 
They had rifles by the thousand, ammunitiop by the ton ; 
But when they reached old Belfast they wew? seriously delayed 
By the fighting First Battalion of the Belfast Brigade. 

—Chorus. 
We have no lancia tenders nor armoured cars to show, 
But we're ready to defend ourselves, no matter where we go; 
We are out for our Republic, and to hell With your "Free State," 
We're the fighting First Battalion of the Belfast Brigade. 

—Chorus. 

TIPPERARY 

In the winter or spring just the same ; 
The boys and tt~e girls altogether 
Would join in some innooent game; 
• a n Murphy would bring down hi* fiddte, 
While his daughter looked a f te r the store, 
The music did ring and sweet songs we 

would sing 
On the stone outside Dan Murphy's door! 

—CHORUS. 

Back again wilt our thoughts often 
wander, 

To the soenet of our childhood home, 
To the friends and companions we left 

t h e r e -
It MI poverty caused us to roam. 
Since then In this life we have prospered 
But still In our hear ts we feel sore 
For memVy will fly to the days now gone 

by, 
And the stone outside Dan Murphy's 

door! 
—CHORUS. 

JOHNNY PATTERSON. 

SO FAR AWAY 

THE sun had set with its golden rays 
And t h e bitter fight was o'er 

Our brave boys sleep beneath the clay 
On this earth they are no more. 

The moonbeams shone on the battlefield 
Where a dying rebel lay; 

His a rms were crossed on his body out-
stretched 

And his hfebtood flowed away. 

Our comrades in silent ambush lay 
For the evening sky was clear 

Yet not one m a n was there afra id , 
Our brave boys knew no fear; 

Few people In the city streets 
Had heard tha t fierce affray, 

Or of tha t valiant youth whose home was 
set 

In Tipperary so far away. 

There was none to weep for you, Sean 
asthore, 

As you lay upon the ground; 
Your comrades knew you were on your own 

As you wearily looked around. 
"Lift me gently," you whispered, 

"No longer on earth must I s tay; 
Oh, I'll never more roam to my native 

home 
In Tipperary so far away." 

The soldiers of Ireland bore him high 
On their shoulders with solemn tread, 

And many a heart with a tearful sigh 
Wept for our patriot dead. 

They silently lowered him into the grave 
To wait for the reckoning day; 

Sean Treaoy who died is home to stay 
In Tipperary so far away. 

Notes and News 
I^ROM this month, the "Irish Democrat" 
* has a new business manager. Paddy 
O'Sullivan who has been doing the job 
for 10 years, has had to give it up for 
personal reasons. The new manager will 
be Toni Curran (Mrs.), formerly National 
Treasurer of the Connolly Association. 

No doubt readers will Join with us In 
thanking Paddy for his great work over 
the past 10 years. 

Roy Johnston now becomes Treasurer 
of the Connolly Association. ' 

Thr Central London branch of the Con 
nolly Association has got a new secretary. 
He if. Peter Mulligan, who comes from 
Dun Laoghaire. Mr. Jim Andrews, from 
Belfast, will soon take over the chairman-
ship of 11 lis branch. 

The Standing Committee of the Con 
nolly Association announce that the 1963 
annual conference will take place on the 
weekend of March 10th and 17th. It will 
take place In the Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square. London. The 8t. Patrick s Night 
Dance will be held on the 18th (Saturday) 
in the Porchester Hall, Paddlngton. 

BANTRY BAY 
A S I'm sitting all alone in the s t eaming 

It might have been but yesterday, 
T h a t we watched the fisher sails all 

homing 
Till the t i t t le herring fleet a t anchor lay; 
T h e n t h e fisher girts with baskets swinging 
Came running down the old stone way, 
Every lassie to her sailor lad was singing 
A welcome back .to Bantry Bay. 
Then we heard the piper's sweet noto 

tuning. 
And all the Iassie6 turned to hear, 
As they mingled with a soft voice crooning 
Till the music floated down the wooden pier. 
"Save you kindly, colleens all," s a i d ' t h e 

piper, 
"Hands- across and trip it while I play r" 
And a joyous sound of song arid merry 

dancing 
Stole softly over Bantry Bay. 
Now I'm sitting aU alone in the gloaming 
The shadows of the past draw near . 
And I sea the loving faces all around me 
That used to glad the old brownpier; 
Seme are gonewpon their last long homing 
Some are'ltiKt bwt w e are old and gr»y> 
And we're waiting for the tide in the 

gloaming 
T6 sail upon the Great Highway, 
To a land above of peace and rest un-

ending 
Alt peaceful over Bantry Bay. 

—JAMES L. MOLLOY. 

Re-enrolment 
T ' H I S year the Connolly Association 

is anxious to have all its mem-
bers re-enrolled for 1963 by the end 
of the year, so that the t ime between 
then and the annual conference on 
St. Patrick's Day can be spent gain-
ing new members. 

Here is the table for the branches 
which have started re-enrolment: — 

Birmingham 35.7 per cent 
Central London 40.0 „ 
East London 50.0 „ 
Kilbwrn 7.6 „ 
Liverpool 14.0 » 
Manchester 24.0 „ 
South London 53.7 „ 
West London 20.0 

If you are a member and haven' t yet 
re-enrolled could you please do so as 
soon as possible? There is a form on 
this page. 

There is also a drive on to clear the 
Association's debts by the end of the 
vear. The tremendous amount of work 
we undertook this year, all the meetings, 
marches and demonstrations, the visit 
of the delegation to the Six Counties, has 
left us with a considerable debt We need 
the help of our members and supporters 
to clear this off. Will you please help? 

Young Socialists 
Demand Release of 

Prisoners 
The Hockley (Eseex) branch of tne 

Young Socialists, at a meeting on 
November 18th, passed a resolution call-
ing for the release of the Irish political 
prisoners before Christmas. They had 
Just heard "Irish Democrat'' Literary 
Editor, Gerard Curran, explain the work-
ings of Imperialism In Ireland and alto 
the evils it held for the British people. 
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l i t i s 
POETS 

i N the Irish poets discussion on ^ e 
J Third Programme, Patrick Galvin, 
poet, playwright and ballad-singer, was 
quite right to say poets should be con-
cerned with major social problems like 
the H-bomb. It was Aristotle who said 
that for man political activity was 
natural, and conversely, to ignore poli-
tics was unnatural for men whether they 
are poets or road-sweepers or whether 
the poet and road-sweeper is one and the 
same person. The reply of Richard 
Murphy that we are all dying all the 
time showed a lamentable ignorance of 
human physiology in making no distinc-
tion between death f rom blast, radio-
activity, flying bricks or oxygen being 
sucked out of a whole area and death 
in old age from natura l causes. 

None of the three poets (Thomas Kin-
sella, the Dublin poet, was there also), 
mentioned that the nat ional struggle was 
still unfinished or linked it with the fight 
against the Common Market. 

I thought Patrick Galvin w a s 
inclined to link poetry about social prob- ! 
lems too much to the one form, the 
ballad. Every form can be used in a 
political context. What about Shelley's 

Ode to Liberty," or Wordsworth's 
Thoughts on the Subjugation of Swit-

zerland, "Yeats's "A Terrible Beauty," a | 
sonnet, a n d the modern poems by-^Autlen 
and Spender about the war in Spain and 
the world -war it led to? • 

Mr. Galvin's more specialised know-
ledge of the ballad f o r m ltU< him a ti'V 
out of the discussion when Ottoeella a n d 
Richard Murphy were diacu&sing poems 
ol theirs which dealt indirectly with 
Irish national problems. This shows the 
need for following closely and with 
understanding all developments in Irish 
poetry, no matter how remote from every-
day life they at first seem to be. 

G.C. 

" J A M E S O'MARA," ,by Patricia La-
vell, Dublin (Clonmore and Rey-
nolds, 321pp., 25/-) . 

' T H I S welcome addit ion to the liter-
a ture of the Irish Revolution will 

be particularly revealing to those 
who have so far only viewed its high-
spots and perhaps not appreciated its 
full complexity. 

It would not be too much to say 
that it would be impossible ade-
quately to evaluate the events which 
took place in Ireland between 1916 
and 1922 without s tudying this book. 

That is not to say tha t it propounds 
any novel theory, or even goes deeply 
into the interplay of cause and effect. 

What it does do, however, is to show 
the Irish revolution f rom the point of 
view of the nationally-minded capitalist 
class, and this class can only be ignored 
at a historian's peril. 

James O'Mara sprang from a family 
long active in the old Nationalist Party, 
and we are given glimpses of his parents 
and grandparents and of the very high 
degree of discipline which prevailed be-
hind the periodic histrionics which were 
put on at Westminster fo r the benefit of 
the British. 

His great-grandlather was one of the 
founders of the famous Limerick bacon 

trade. T h e Catholic who entered busi-
ness or small-scale manufacturing was 
the backbone of the nationalist party, 
just as the landowner was the backbone 
ol the Unionists. But of course business-
men did not always have time to enter 
Parliament, and consequently came to 
bvt represented, or at least led. oi the 
longer periods of time, by professional 
men or those ol independent means like 
Parnell. 

We get many instances of the contrary 
pulls of business and politics. As a far-
mer cannot leave his harvest, so a bacon-
curer cannot totally ignore his salt. The 
type to which O'Mara belonged was thus 
in the background most of the time. That 
should not, however, conceal the fact 
that they made real sacrifices in time 
and particularly in money. The O'Maras 
were among the most generous support-
ers of par ty funds. 

The process of transition f rom Red-
mondism to Sinn Fein was taking place 
in the decade of frustration before the 
Home Rule Bill of 1912, and it is sale 
to say t h a t if Asqulth had not been 
compelled by his dependence on the Irish 
vote to introduce the third Home Rule 
Bill, Redmond's followers would have 
gradually regrouped round William 
O'Brien and Arthur Griffith. I t was to 
prevent such a possibility t ha t Hibern-

J. M. SYNGE 

I IEDDA GABLER." by Henrik 
* 1 Ibsen, produced by Unity Theatre, 

shows the problem of an intelligent 
married woman in late 19th-century 
Norway w'ho has been trained for nothing 
and who is expected to be a hostess and 
an ornament to her husband. George 
Thesman, a research scholar in the history 
of civilisation. The rebel in her and her 
desire to be of some consequence to 
society lead her into situations—some-
times ludicrous, which finally destroy 
her. There is plenty of humour in the 
play, and the Intrigues carried on behind 
the scene in a small provincial town are 
well exposed. The acting on the first 
night was excellent. Sa ra Randall as 
Hrdda being particularly compelling. 

The only fault in the production con-
sists in making Thesman too ridiculous 
ami even getting laughs out of his scien-
tific work. If this side of him were pre-
sented as admirable, which it was then 
Hrdda's Inability to see tha t he had a 
positive side would have heightened the 
tragedy and made the situations more 
complex as tliey are in real lite I think 
•his is how Ibsen would have produced 
thr play. 

The theatre is private, but can quite 
easily be joined by anyone, and many 
liadp unions are affiliated. 

Next production: "East Lynne." by Mrs. 
H'-nry Wood, the Victorian melodrama 
with music-hall presented by Mr. Prank 
Wag land, on November 20th. 

F. O H. 
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THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 

W I L L ADVISE I R I S H M E N 
WHO ARE IN D I F F I C U L T I E S 

IN BRITAIN. 
Write : 374 Grays Inn Road, 

London, W.C.1. 

J. M. SYNGE COLLECTED WORKS, 
Volume 1 (Poems). Edited by 
Robin Skelton (Oxford University 
iVess, 21/-). 

I T is hard to get within button-
* liofing 1'istance of the panjandrums 

of our national literature. W. B. Yeats 
made a legend out of himself and his own 

' l ife and art, and made all those that 
shared <n nad been associated with his 
achievement seem like legendary figures. 
Few major writers have suffered more 
from being made part of a mythology in 
this way than J. M. Synge. and few Irish 
writers have been so slow to be recog-
nised and valued at their t rue worth by 
their own people. Though he dted in 1909, 
Synge's first full biography only appeared 
a few years ago. 

"That meditative man, J o h n Synge," as 
Yeafe called him. is still an obscure figure, 
even to those that consider his plays to 
be among the greatest of our literary 
glories. And there are many people who 
still regard his achievements with sus-
picion. They feel that these plays written 

| about the people of Mayo and Wicklow are 
artificial in their flowery language and 

| their extravagant sentiments. They know 
that the author was a landlord's son, that 
he had lived longer on the Continent than 
with the people of Mayo or Connaujht, 
and they are understandably slow to recog-
nise the humanity, the poetic power and 
the realism that He beneath the obvious 
"stage Irishness" of Synge's style 

And yet anyone who reads the story of 
Synge's lile must leel a growing sym-
pathy for this black sheep of genius. It 
was his misfortune to be born into a 
family of Ascendancy dullards, who were 
as good an example of the narrow world 
of the landlord class as could be found, 
with all the leligious prejudice, the class-
hatred. thr small-minded clinging to motli-

I eaten privilege thai is typical of a ruling 
ra.str in decline Even when he was 
famous they were always more embar-
rassed than proud at Ins genius: his 
mother nrvrr went to see one of his plays 
performed 

Synge's spiritual Journey led him away 
from the Big House and all the ruling 
class preoccupations of wealth, position 
and power, to seek his salvation in music 
first, then in French literature, and lastly 
by a happy chance, only ten years before 
he died, in thr friendship of tlir proplr 
of thr Aran Islands That it, was real 
friendship, and not the polite deference 
that they would, for example, have shown 
to one of the gentry "down for the fish-
ing." is clear from the letters that his 
Aran frirnds wrote to him in later years 
This silent awkward man. who never 
seemed quite at home in Glenageary oi in 
Paris, could speak with the Aran people 
as man to man 

It was through his friendship with the 
people of t he West Coast, and his sharing 
in the daily comedy and tragedy of lives 
lived away from the suffocating in-
humanity of polite society tha t Synge was 
at last able to liberate his genius. And 
it gave him, among other things, a means 
of expression, a style, that went far be-
yond the immediate reality of the West 
of Ireland, so t ha t his plays are universal 
as their great themes of love and death, 
romance and reality, the frail ty of youth 
and the agony of old age. are universal. 
I T is easy, especially for an Irishman, 
* to see t h e shortcomings of Synge's 
plays. The language sets a first note of 
artificiality, tha t famous rich dialect that 
audiences go crazy over, but t ha t every 
Ir ishman knows was never spoken in any 
Mayo cottage or Kerry pub. And from 
tha t we are led to note a hundred details 
that bear out the view tha t Synge re-
mained outside the life of the people he 
was putting on the stage, tha t he was 
using them above all as a vehicle for his 
own artistic purposes. 

We cannot leave it at that. But it is 
not enough just to answer that S.vnge was 
a poetic dramatist , that his language is 
not more artificial than the blank verse of 
Shakespeare, or that he was not setting 
out to write social documents. T h e truth 
remains tha t Synge's selection of what 
seemed to him typical or significant in the 
life of the Irish people of his day shows 
that he was only beginning to come to 
grips with reality. 

And vet what a beginning it was: The 
Playboy of the Western World, that rol-
licking. .shocking moving extravaganza of 
the boy that boasttd his way into man-
hood, and showered up as he did so the 
fools that can fall lor a story but are 
frightened by reality. The Tinker's Wed-
ding, with its outrageous comedy Riders 
to the Sea and Oeirdre, classical tragedy 
in all its bleak purity and pierving sad-
ness. 

It was only just in time. Ten years, 
al ter his first visit lo thr Aran Islands. 
S.vnge was dying of cancer in Dublin. His 
early death, with his career as a play-
wright barely begun is as poignant a loss 
as literary history can show. What might 
have been his greatest play. Oeirdre, was 
only half finished when he dird. at 38 
years of age. Hud Yeats died at the same 
age he would have been remembered as 
the author only of some period pieces to be 
found in outdated anthologies. Had Shaw-
died at 38 lie would be remembered, or 
forgotten, as the author of Arms and the 
Man. 

And this early <le:ith is all the more 
tragic because. Synge was at a crucial 
point in his development, not only as a 
dramatist, but as an Irishman, and as a 
man He had achieved enough recognition 
to l>e able to live on Ills earnings by 
writing He had sufficient fame to be able 

ianism was brought into the par ty by 
Dillon and Devlin, with dire results 
apparent even to this day. 

I OSEPH O'MARA was one of those who 
'* made the change earlier than most. 
The Sinn Fein he came to support hud 
ol course lirtle in common with that 
which uses the name today—a better 
name for the modern Sinn Fein would 
be Fenianism. f rom which nobler pedi-
gree it directly stems. Griffith's Sinn 
Fein differed f rom Redmondism in re-
storing the "or else" to the demand for 
Home Rule. Undoubtedly Griffith under-
stood it in this way, and that is what makes 
his attitude on the Treaty alone com-
prehensible, and of a piece with his 
opposition to the rising of 1916. 

It is possible to trace in O'Mara's life 
the gradual matur ing of revolutionary 
feeling in a class not furiously inclined 
to it. and the slow linking up of national 
forces which h a d previously seemed al-
most designed by nature to compete one 
with another. The war and Easter 
week, plus the almost incredible bungling 
of "the world's wisest ruling class" with 
their "wizard" Lloyd George, were the 
agencies of the process. 

O'Mara's most outstanding contribu-
tion was undoubtedly his work in the 
bond drive in the United States, and it 
is certain that his business ability and 
experience had much to do with its 
success. It is a little surprising to learn 
tha t while he was working so hard, and 
driving his staff with such rigour, he 
was all the time anxious to resign and 
get back to his own business. 

I t was therefore natural enough and 
in keeping with everything he had done 
previously that he welcomed the Treaty 
as embodying all tha t could reasonably 
be expected at the time, and thereaf ter 
did little in politics. The class h e came 
from does not produce heroes. But it 
must not be forgotten that it can. did 
and still does, produce men of good 
sense and personal integrity. It is sheer 
ronffhtiefsm to regret that they are not 
other than they are. 

O E A L social changes are made by real 
people with the actual characteris-

tics they have got. Thus on the one 
extreme we have in the Irish fight for 
freedom, imperishable names like those 
of James Connolly the Socialist and S^«n 
MacDiarmada the unshakable democrat. 
On the other extreme we have prosaic 
figures who none the less do more than 
stand and wait, even though, like James 
O'Mara. they are unable to transcend 
their class position. 

In this respect O'Mara was typical. He 
hated the sight of the English flag in 
Ireland: and almost to the same degree 
he hated trade unionism and dreamed 
of maintaining the old patriarchal rela-
tion of the previous century in his 
relations with his employees. 

It takes all sorts to make a world, and 
it takes many sorts to make revolution. 
Let us never blind our eyes to the com-
plexity of life. This book will help us 
to make sure that we do not. 

C.D.G. 

to feel that essential self-confidence with-
out which mere genius can do nothing, and 
he was deenly in love. His engagement 
to Molly Allgood. the actress, was a secret 
from most of his family, for they could 
not accept this Dublin girl, a working-class 
Catholic who had served behind the 
counter in Switzers, into the family. Mar-
riage to her would have been thr last 
stage in a long process of liberation. 

r p H E shadow of his Impending death lies 
* dark over the works of his last years. 

Like John Keats a hundred years before 
him he felt sharply how short and how 
beautilul was life t ha t was so soon to l>e 
taken from him. "It should be a swfet 
thing to have what is best and richest, if 
it's for a short spare only, and we've a 
short space only to be tr iumphant apd 
brave." says Deirdre. And where in the 
wholo firld of English literature can be 
found a more passionately srusuous cry 
of beliel in the glory of living than tha t 
t r iumphant love scene in the Playboy of 
t ho Wes te rn Wor ld? 

Death is a constantly present, theme in 
his p<x'ins also, which form the first 
Volume ol the new edition of Synge's 
works Synge was a dramatist ra ther 
Ulan a lyric poet, and his poems are 

(Continued on Page Eignt) 
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simple in their emotions and style, and 
their interest lies mostly in the way they 
bring us closer to Synge himself. They 
are written in plain Wordsworthian 
English. It is as if this runaway gentle-
man could not write freely, express him-
self fully in the language of gentlemen, 
but had to escape linguistically from the 
narrowness of his origins, writing in 
French or in the stylised Anglo-Gaelic of 
his plays. In these short, personal, often 
bitter, poems, the creator of Pegeen Mike 
and Christy Mahon speaks with his own 
voice, diffidently, tersely, but with the 
awkwardness of utter sincerity, of the 
triumph of his late love and the misery 
of his fate. 

I read about theBlaakets and Dunquin, 
The Wicklow towns and fair days I've 

been in. 
I read of Galway. Mayo. A ranmore, 
And men with kelp along a wintry shore. 
Then I remembered tha t that "I" 

was I, 
And I d a filthy Job—to waste and die 

Brian Farrlngton. 

T H E disarming of the R.U.C., the 
1 repeal of the Sp'-ial Powers Act, 

a study of the electoral system and 
recommendations for reform, and a 
new boundary commission are some 
of the demands put forward by the 
Executive Council of the British 
National Council far Oiiril Liberties 
at its meeting in OtfiMMr. 

.'•Jr . 

This follows on the visit made to Bel-
fast by Mr. Martin Ennals, secretary of 
the organisation. The Executive decided 
not to have a full-scale investigation into 
civil liberties in the Six Counties, but 
that certain violations of civil liberties 
did exist a n d warranted action on the 
part of t he Council. The Executive 
agreed— 

(a) To urge the disarming of the police, 
and tlte elimination of religious die-
crimination in recruitment into the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary; 

(b) To draw the attention of th* unions 
and the relevant government bodies 
to the question of diecrlmhtation in 
employment; 

(c) To aak the National Union of Teach-
ers, the Association of Local Govern-
ment Authorities, and other suitable 
organisations to study the question 
of the continued and widespread dis-
crimination in education and among 
teaching staff; 

(d) To obtain a study of the electoral 
system In Northern Ireland by One 
of our legal advisers and to make 
recommendations for reform in thl 
field, which seemed to be ^he b 
for many of the infr ingements 
civil liberties; 

(e) To call for a new boundaries com-
mission to study electoral boundaries 
for national, Stormont and local 
elections; 

(f) To study further the possibility of 
demanding a Royal Commission on 
Northern Ireland, Inehidins its rela-
tionship to Westminster, a s It has 
evolved over the years since the 
Government of Ireland Act; 

(g) To urgo tho abrogation as soon as 
possible of the Special Powers Aots, 
which by their existence ootour the 
atmosphere and deprive the citizen 
of certain basic rights. 

The Black Flag Picket (see story, col. one). Pat Hensey, Secretary 
of the West London Connolly Association, facing camera. 

: Meetings every fort, 
to Hefd- Cftoe. 374 

Road, London, W.C.1 
LONDON: Every Wed-

374 Grays Inn Road, W.C.1, 
k 

EAST L O N D O N : Wednesdays, 5th & 
19th December, Central Labour 
Hali, High Road, l lford, 8 p.m. 

K I L B U R N : Every Thursday, "The 
Black Lion," Ki iburn High Road, 

M A N C H E S T E R : Every Tuesday, 
M - M Grosvenor Street, All Saints, 
8 p.m. 

SOUTH L O N D O N : Every Thursday, 
Canterbury H o t e l , Canterbury 
Crescent, Brixton, 8 p.m. 

WEST L O N D O N : Every Tuesday, 
The Railway Tavern, Goldhawk 
Road, 8 p.m. 
At all these meetings there are talks 

on Ireland, political, historical, cultural, 
social, etc. Readers of the "Irish Demo-
crat" are invited to at tend, and take port 
part in the discussion. 

BRITAIN RESPONSIBLE 
""THE re spons ib i l i t y for t h e ' e c o n o m i c 

cr is is in the Six C o u n t i e s lies 
s q u a r e l y w i t h the Br i t i sh G o v e r n -
men t . T h e y par t i t ioned I r e l a n d a n d 
cut t he S i x Count ies off f r o m t h e 
res t of t h e coun t ry . If t h e y a r e so 
keen to r u l e t h i s par t of I r e l a n d , wel l 
then, let t h e m provide w o r k f o r t h e 
people t h e r e . 

This was the oase made by members of 
the Connolly Association when they went 
to the House of Commons at Westmin-
ster In a mass lobby on Wednesday, 14th 
November. 

Among the Members of Parliament who 
met the lobby were Mrs. Bessie Braddock 
(Liverpool, Exchange), Mr. Albert Evans 
iIslington South West*. Mr. E. L. Malla-
lieu (Brigg) and Mr. R Mellish (Ber-
mondseyi. A statement was presented 
to the M P s. 
8TATEM ENT— 
Cause of unemployment: 

The artificial inclusion of the Six 
Counties In the U.K., outtlng If on 
from Its natura l hinterland. 

Consequently exoessive dependence 
on imports of raw materials and export 
of products. 

Variability of export market and in-
sufficient home market as a backing. 
High transport charges. 
Consequently a higher degree of de-

mand is required to maintain full em-
ployment in Northern Ireland. This is 
not passible until the Twenty-Six Coun-
ties is included. Our demand Is there-
for that the United Government should 
initiate talks between the Six and 
Twenty-Six County governments regard-
ing co-ordination of the economy of Ire-
land. 

We would welcome a statement by the 
United Kingdom Government t ha t they 
.favoured this and would put no obstacle 
in the way of the re-uniflcation of Ire-
land. We urge the British Government— 
(1' To finance the building of a dry clock 

in Belfast; 
(21 To give an undertaking tha t Short 

Brothers and Harland will be re-
tained as an Independent a i rc ra f t 
unit to manufacture aircraft as well 

as under take research and develop-
ment work; 

<3) To use its good offices to obtain the 
recognition, by the Stormont Gov-
ernment of the Northern Ireland 
Committee of the Irish Congress oi 
Trade Unions, t h e acknowledged 
trade union centre. Because of non 
recognition there does not exist any 
machinery at Government level for 
the provision of Joint management 
labour discussions and consultation.'-
on many of the problems facing 
industrial development; 

14) The release of Ir ish 'poli t ical prison 
ers, as a step towards creating good 
win. 

The s ta tement concluded with unem-
ployment figures. I t was pointed out that 
tho rate was much higher near the 
Border (i.e.,- Newry, Strabane, Derry • 
thus showing its effect on the econonm 
life of the area. 
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BLACK FLAG 
PICKET 

Challenge to 
Ulster Association 

BASIC RIGHTS 
CIVIL LIBERTIES COUNCIL ACT 

"DLACK flags and posters referring 
J to the lack of democracy in the 
Six Counties were seen by thousands 
of Londoners in Piccadilly on Satur-
day, 3rd November. The occasion 
was a picket by members of tfie Con-
nolly Association on the Criterion 
Restaurant where the Council of 
Ulster Associations was holding its 
annual conference. 

Hundreds of passers-by received copies 
of a statement which informed them of 
the Special Powers Act, t he religious dis-
crimination and the rigged elections. 
The. statement included the remarks of 
Mr. E. Perneyhough, MJP., in the House 
of Commons, Westminster, on July 25th, 
1962:— 

"All we.^nait to ensure is 
same meeAnre of democracy 
In Northern Ireland at in 
try. NolM<|y believes, and 
ever believe, that there is 
measure of demooraoy. 
only to go there and wit»ee» 
piaoe in the elections, the Intimida 
Mid victimisation, to know full weft 
that It wotild not be tolerated here." 
The statement coneUwded by issuing a 

challenge to the Council of Ulster Asso-
ciations, if they denied its contents, to 
take part in a public debate, in London, 
with a neutral chairman. 

Lord Brookeborough was present at 
the conference. 

t the 
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DISARM THE R.U.C. END SPECIAL POWERS ACT 
REFORM THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM 


