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O'Riordan's 
Great Fight 

By our Political Correspondent 
'B. MICHAEL O'RIORDAN, Na-

tional Chairman, Irish Workers' 
League, was the only candidate in the 
election to put forward a wholehearted 
militant working-class and a n t i -
Imperialist policy. 

Though he dftty polled a few hun-
dred votes, he proved that the Con-
nolly tradition is not dead in Ireland 
despite years of betrayal, compromise 
and confusion created by so-called 
Republican and Labour leaders. His 
entry into t h e electoral contest 
brought reality into what was other-
wise a sham battle between parties 
whose policies were fundamentally in-
distinguishable. He fur ther proved 
tha t neither clerical denunciations, 
newspaper bans, nor printers' conspir-
acies can prevent a progressive Ir ish 
candidate from put t ing his policy be-
fore the people. 

Bitter resentment has been aroused 
among Dublin workers by the un-
signed message read In all Catholic 
churches in S.W. Dublin declaring 
that to vote for O'Blordan was a mor-
tal sin. ORiordan's campaign is 
widely interpreted as a powerful blow 
against those Fascists minded elements 
In Ireland who would stifle all oppo-
sition and destroy freedom of speech. 

Republican Support 
O'Riordan was personally an excel-

lent candidate to act as standard-
bearer for the Irish Workers' L«a»ue. 
A bus-conductor, who is well-known as 
trade union leader in Cork and Dub-
lin, he represents all that is best in 
the Irish work!nf-clays. As Interna-
tiofiaJ Brigader and prisoner in de 
Valera's Jails, he has proved himself 
a doughty fighter for Republicanism. 

Many prominent Irish Republicans, 
including Joe Collins, James Regan, 
Ed. Staple ton, J. McCaflry, Tim Mur-
ray, Eddie Connell, Denis McGilli-
cuddy, Margaret Murray, Scan Hosey, 
Joe O'Connor, John Commons, Denis 
Walshe and Eamon Smullen supported 
his candidature. Three years ago he 
stood as Socialist candidate in Cork. 

O'Riordan's policy stood in sharp 
contrast to that of all other parties. 
Advocating an Ireland independent 
and united, he called for friendly rela-
tions with all nations, and no war 
pact* or alliances. Condemnor the 
wage -freewy h e supported' price 
control, increased social securftr bene-
fits, and a free medical service without 
a means test. 

Fullest development of the nation's 
resources for benefit of air and not for 
wealthy f«w, f«Y»<letn of speech^ J>eft«e-
ful. niw»mMyf | » d fnn- dwnseryt'f 
rights for all citizens were other points 
in his policy. 

RIGHT-WING GAINS IN EIRE ELECTIONS 

NO PARTY HAS MAJORITY 
Browne elected, Labour lose three 

M R. de Valera's party, Fianna Fail, have been returned as the largest single party in the Eire 
general election, but have again failed to win an absolute majority. As we go to press, 

it is not clear whether Mr. de Valera or the outgoing Prime Minister of the Coalition group, Mr. 
Costello, will form the new Government. 

It is believed that whatever Government is formed will be 
a shaky one, and that new elections to break the deadlock can-
not be long delayed. The policy of the two opposing groups is 
identical. 

NEW YORK 
HONOURS 
CONNOLLY 

By our New York Correspondent 
1 J L A N S for the ear ly launching of a 
' Connolly Association were announced 

on May 11th a t the a n n u a l Commemora-
tion for t he mar ty red l eade r here before 
a large a n d represen ta t ive gathering. T h e 
founding conference is provisionally sche-
duled for early in June . 

C h a i r m a n Gerald O'Reil ly of t he Trans-
port Workers ' Union emphasised the 
necessity of developing t h e Association 
along broad lines, so t h a t the principles 
of Connolly may r each as wide an audi-
ence as possible a n d so t h a t the welfare 
p la t fo rm of the Association may the more 
truly be carr ied out. T h e projected Asso-
ciation will dfcvote i t s e l f ' t o the w e l f a r e -
educational, cons t i tu t ional and employ-
ment—of Ir ish-Americans, especially the 
newly-arrived immigran t s . 

Main speakers were P a u l O'Dwyer, of 
the Lawyers' Guild, Aus t in Hogan, late 
vice-president of the T r a n s p o r t Workers 
and Joseph Keoghe, Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Communica t ion Workers. 

Paul O'Dwyer pointed out the oneness 
of the s t raggle for na t iona l liberation 
with t h a t of social f r eedom, in line with 
the beliefs of Connolly. 

Austin Hogan said t h e point to-day was 
not whe the r T r u m a n or MacArthur were 
r ight in their war differences, but the 
great need peoples everywhere fel t for 
peace. 

"We know," he said, "where Connoily 
would s tand on this issue of war or peace. 
And we know too t h a t he would have as 
little f ea r of so-called committees de-
signed to hound labour leaders as he had 
of the executions who took him to his 
dea th ." 

O'CASEY'S MESSAGE 

A dramat ic piece "We Shal l Rise Again, 
was presented by F r e e d o m Theat re , an 
inter-racial group. T h e group was brought 
back to the s tage a g a i n and again by 
audience apprecia t ion of the i r efforts. 

A resolution—proposed and unanimously 
adopted by a s t a n d i n g audience—called 
for t he withdrawal of all foreign troops 
within t h e six-county a rea . 

Messages of g ree t ing f rom many Irish-
men—including Sean O'Casey—were read. 
Sean O'Casey dec lared: 

"I a m an old codger now—71—but I am 
still a s t rue to the cause as I was when I 
a te f rom a billycan wi th J im Larkin in a 
Dublin tenement room." 

Inflation Hits Eire 

£1 now 
worth IO/6 

Bv FLANN CAMPBELL 
I'TiHE world-wide inflation of prices due 
J - t o t h e Korean War a n d American 
stock-piling a re having serious economic 
' repercussions in Eire. External ly, pr ice 
increases f o r imported raw mate r ia l s a re 
m a k i n g the deficit in the t r ade balance 
worse, a n d internally the hardly-won wage 
improvements of recent ' yearS-' af t- ' rapit t ly 
being swallowed up by t h e soaring cost 
of consumer goods. The recent news i tem 
t h a t coal h a d been reduced to £ 9 15s. per 
ton in a provincial town is jus t one indi-
ca t ion of t h e galloping inflat ion which 
cons tan t ly presses upon t h e living s tan-
da rds of those dependent upon wages or 
social security benefits. 

Speak ing in the Dail last mon th the 
Minister of Finance admit ted t h a t the £ 
was now worth only 10/6 in t e rms of 1939 
p u rch as in g power, while a savings certi-
ficate bought for 16/- in 1946 was now 
wor th 18/2 in monetary t e rms but only 
16/3 in real buying power. 

Eire, being dependent upon overseas 
suppl ies of such essentials as wheat , coal, 
oil, maize, metals, rubber, cot ton and wool, 
is peculiarly susceptible t o rises in the 
pr ices of raw materials, which have been 
rocket ing since last June . 

The adverse balance of trade In March 
was £11 millions, import* rising by £21 
millions and exports by only £11 millions, 
which suggests that the trade gap—al-
ready serious—is getting steadily worse. 

LOW FARM OUTPUT 
Agricul tura l output, which is t he key to 

Eire 's economy, shows li t t le s igns of im-
provement . , Production is only a few per 
c en t above the pre-war level despite the 
f a c t t h a t prices of foodstuffs have r isen 
near ly three times since 1939. 

Br i t a in ' s refusal to concede h igher 
pr ices or to make only very small conces-
sions for imports of beef, eggs a n d so 
fo r th f rom Eire has aggrava ted the si tua-
tion. 

W a r n i n g s about the gravity of t he re-
cent economic trends was given by Mr. 
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Final results were: Fianna Fail, 69 
seats ; Fine Gael, 40 ; Labour, 16 ; 
Clann na Poblachta, 2; Farmers 6, 
and Independents 4.4. 

F.F. polled 617,000 votes, a gain of 
60,000 ; Fine Gael 343,000, a gain of 
80,000 ; Labour 152,000, a gain of 4,000; 
C. na P. 54,000, a loss of 120^00 Far-
mers 39,000, a loss of 30,000, and Inde-
pendents 128,000, a gain of' 15*000:* 

T h e most marked change in voting was 
t h e sensat ional collapse of C f e h t ' h a Pob-
lach ta , which was, a lmos t wiped p t j t . . M f . 
Sean McBride, i ts leader a n d f o r m e r M i n -
iater of Ex te rna l Affairs, h a d a Jbard. g g h t 
t o r e t a in his sea t in S.W. Dublin where h e 
only polled 2,853 first preference votes. All 
t h e o t h e r Claim leaders Such a s Mr . Con 
L e h a n e af ld M r , Mick :,:Ptti 
heav i ly 'de fea ted . 

LARKIN'S HARD FIGHT 
Labour ' s total votes remained s teady, 

but t he Pa r ty lost th ree seats, a n d now 
only h a s 16 in the new DaiL Roddy Con-
nolly, son of J a m e s Connolly, was bea t en 
by F.F. in Louth, Dr. J . P. Brennan , who 
h a d been recruited to Labour f rom C l a n n 
n a Poblachta , was defeated in D u n Laog-
haire , and Mar t ih O'Sullivan lost h i s sea t 
in nor tn-cent ra l Dublin. 

Jim Larkin had a hard fight to retain 
his seat in the predominantly working-
class constituency of south-central Dub-
lin. 

I n the country constituencies such as 
Wicklow, Kildare, Co. Dublin a n d Cork , " 
Labour polled well, but It is h a r d t o say 
whe the r this was for personal o r pol i t ical 
r t i isons. 

The most enoouraglng feature of the 
election was the triumph of throe candi-
dates who had been involved In the Dr. 
Noel Browne affair which caused t h e re-
signation of the Government. Dr. Brepma 
himself poUed 8,473 votes in the mltkM-
claso constituency of S.E. Dublin, coming 
a close second to the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Costello. Mr. Peadar Cowan, 
mado a courageous defenee o f Dr. Browne 
in the previous Daii, was returned far N.E. 
Dublin, and a comparatively imfcBlMWI 
candidate, Dr. frenob-O'CarrolI, Who advo-
cated a similar policy to Dr. Browne, 
polled twice as many vote* as hia former 
leader, Mr. Sean MoBride, In 8.W. Dub-
lin. 

All t h e out-going Ministers were re-
tu rned , and Mr. de Valera and Mr. Cdstello 
topped the polls in Clare and SJB. Dubl in 
respectively. 
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Belfast Arrests Protest 
A/f A N Y organisations, including Sinn 
1 Fein, Anti-Partition League and 
Connolly Association have protested 
against the arrest of 13 Belfast Republi-
cans on the eve of the Royal visit to Six 
Counties. 

A unanimous protest against the arrest 
was voted by the National Union of 
Vehicle Builders. 

Irish building workers at Borehaim 
Wood, Herts, elected a deputation to take 
a protest to the Home Secretary and de-
mand that the Government carry out its 
pledges for a united Ireland. 
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HOW WE BUILT FESTIVAL SITE 
MEET YOUR 

FRIENDS HERE 
LONDON AND SOUTH 

Gaelic League, 28 John St.. W.C.I — 
Language classes, Monday; dramatic society, 
Thursday; Round the Fire, Friday. 

St. Augustine Club, Fulham Palace Road. 
Hammersmith—Ceili and Old-time, Friday, 
8 p.m. 

St. Anne's Club, Underwood Road, White-
chapel—Ceili, Saturday, 7.30 p.m. 

St. Monica's, Hoxton, Old St.—Ceili and 
Old-time, Friday, Saturday & Sunday, 8 p.m. 

Gaelic League, Forest Gate—Language, 
song, dancing classes, Friday, 8.10 p.m., Up-
ton Cross Schools. Plashet Road, E.13. 

Gaelic League, Plumstead Branch—Ceili. 
Friday, 8 p.m., Pelton Road, Greenwich, S.E. 

Nizoned Hall, Quex Road, Kilburn—Ceili, 
and Old-time, Tuesday, Sunday. 8 p.m. 

Guardian Angel Hall, Mile End Road — 
Ceili, Sunday, 8 p.m. 

St. Joseph's, Highgate Hill—Ceili. Tues-
days, 8 p.m. Language classes, Thursdays, 
8 p.m. 

An Cumann Gaedhalach—Fior Cheili, 
Saturday, 8 p.m. Servite Hall, Fulliam.-
Dramatics, Wednesday, 8 p.m., Servite Hall. 
Language Classes, Thursday, 8 p.m., L.C.C. 
School, Fulham Palace Road, Hammersmith. 

Southwark—Ceili every Thursday at New 
Hall, 122 Kennington Road- S.E.I 1. 

LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT 
Gaelic League, Craobh Sheain Ua Dhonna-

bhain, 18A Wood St.—Language Classes. 
Tuesdays, Fridays, 8 p.m. Sgoruidheachtai: 
Sundays and Wednesdays at 8 p.m. Craobh 
na gCeithi Mhaistri, St. Peter and Paul's 
Parish Hail, Crosby: Language Classes and 
Sgoruidheacht, 8 p.m., Wednesdays. Child-
ren Saturdays, 3 p.m. 

Iri»h Playgoers—Dramatic Class, Ceilldhe, 
Thursday, 8 p.m., 18A Wood Street. 

Padrair Peace Pipe Band—Practice Satur-
days, 8.15 p.m., a t 18A Wood Street. 

St. Oswald's Parish Hall, Old Swan — 
Ceilidhe, Friday, 8 p.m. 

St. Francis Xavier's Hall--Ceilidhe, Satur-
days, 8 p.m. 

Anti-Partition League—Meeting, Tuesdays, 
Transport House, Islington, 8 p.m. Boatle 
Branch—Meeting a t 28a Stanley Road, Wed-
nesdays, 8.30. Reekferry Branch—Meeting 

• Tuesdays, St . Barnabas Hall, Grosvenor St . 
Birkenhead Branch — Meeting, Wednesdays, 
J.S.C. Rooms, Park Road South. Wallasey 
Branch—Meetnig, Wednesday, Blue Horizon 
Cafe, New Brighton. St. Helen's Branch— 
Meeting, Sundays, 8 pjn. , at Oddessa 
Rooms, Bridge Street. 

STOCKPORT 
The Shamrock Club, London Square— 

Social, Fridays and Sundays, 8 p.m. St. 
Brendan's G.A.A. Club—Meeting, Thursday, 
evenings. Unity Inn, Stockport. Practice, 
Woodbank Park, Sundays. 11 a.m. 

ST. HELENS 
Sacred Hear t Hall, St. Helens — Ceili, 

Sundays, 8 p.m. 

BOLTON 
Gaelic League, Craobh Naomh Padraig, 15 

Lome Street, Bolton—Ceilt, Sundays, 8 p.m. 
Dancing Classes—Mondays, adults: Satur 
days, children. Language Class, Wednesdays, 
8 p m . 

YORKSHIRE 
Bradford—St. Pa t r i cks Irish Social Centre 

—CeiliQhe, The Pavilion, Westgate, Sundays, 
7.30 p.m. 

Rudders field—St. Joseph's Hall—Ceilldhe, 
Fridays, 7.30 p.m.; Saturdays, 9.30. 

IMghley—St. Anne's Hall—Ceitidhe, Sat-
urdays, 8 p.m.; St. Joseph'3 Hall—Ceilldhe, 
Sundays, 8 p.m. 

LacdU Irish Social Club, Cookridge St., 
CeUidhe, Sundays, 8 p m . 

Sheffield -Anti-Part i t ion League weekly 
ceili, Fridays, Roxy Ballroom Page Hall, 8 
p.m. Weekly celll, St. Joseph's, Handsworth, 
Sundays,' 7.30 p.m. 

WIGAN 
Gaelic JDancing Classes now resumed in 

Irish Club, Silver St., 7 p jn . to 9 p.m. 
Anti-Partition League—Meetings on 8un-

' days, 12.15 p.m., in Irish Club Hall. Ceill, 
Sunday nights, 8 to 11 p.m. 

G.A.A.—St. Brigld's Football Club, Meet 
fortnightly a t 7 p j n . on Saturdays. Practice, 
Piat t Bridge ground, Sundays, 2.30 p.m. 

BIRMINGHAM 
Gaelic League—-Craobh Mhulre Is Padratgh 

St. Francis Inst i tute, Handsworth. Language 
Classes, Mondays, 8 p j a . Dancing Classes 
Tuesdays, 8 p j n . ; Ceilidhe, Wednesdays a n d 
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Children'a Dancing 

; Clauses. Saturdays, 2.30 pjfc. 
Craafch Athair , Ua Fliawajalii, St. Cather-

• trie's Schools, Horsefalr. l i n m n Classes, 
') W i t a H lays, i pjn. Dancing CImsm, » pjn. 

Osjttrih* Sunday. 8 p.m. » 
' • ' m m CtOMW League, St. Phillip's Halj. 

^MMVh and Harrow Road. CsiMhe M w -
daty, I pjn. 

A W . CeUidhe C h * Ceilidhe Wedpea-
< days, flttartays, Sundays, 7 JO pun. -
f SU « * # » Ctak Sedal Fridays, 8 

O M l M W « f 8*turday n%hU i p j n . 

Anglo-Irish T.U. Solidarity 
by TOM DARKIN 

T H E Festival has opened amidst great pomp and ceremony. 
• Grudging tribute has finally been paid to the skill and crafts-

manship of the workers who have dispersed to the comparative 
obscurity of building sites elsewhere. 

It seems incongruous tha t the key men, bui ld ing workers , should be con-
spicuous by their absence at the opening ceremony whils t a profus ion of 
bemedal led admirals , genera l s and a i r -marsha l s who have spen t l i fet imes 
s tudying the most h ideous and advanced f o r m s of scientific des t ruct ion 
should be pa rad ing at w h a t is publicised as a n exhibi t ion of Br i ta in ' s great 
cons t ruct ive achievements . 

Much of the skill and revolu t ionary t echn ique embodied in the build-
ings will be uncal led fo r in the sub-s tandard houses made necessa ry by the 
economy cuts in bui ld ing. 

Towards the la t te r s tages of the work 
m a n y slanderous a t t a c k s were made on 
the workers in the press columns. They 
were character ised as "idlers, gamblers, 
irresponsible strikers, disgracing T . J . 
principles, and even sabateurs ." No at-
t emp t was made by the f ree press to pre-
sent the real reasons for the occasional 
d isputes which arose. 

T rade Union leaders, whose records are 
no t noteworthy in s t ruggles for bet ter 
wages and conditions, gave nice pep talks 
exhor t ing the men to t ake their coats off 
and get stuck into the i r t asks as any 
fa i lure to open on the scheduled da te 
would provide the Tories wi th political 
ammuni t i on to present t h e Festival as an-
o ther "failure of Socialism." 

VALUABLE E X P E R I E N C E 
Why was this combina t ion of a t tack and 

exhor ta t ion used? Chiefly because the 
weapon of discipline t h r o u g h t h e sack was 
powerless before t h e s t r e n g t h a n d uni ty 
of t h e T.U. organisa t ion , and because 
workers were unwill ing to be made scape-
goats for t he muddle a n d inefficiency of 
t h e contractors , who were using "labour 
disputes" and the wea the r a s a n alibi. 

Valuable experiences have been gained, 
and useful lessons learned from the T.U. 
organisation at Battersea Park, and 
should be an antidote to apathy and dis-
illusionment. The reason was united 
struggle. 

A shop s tewards ' commi t t ee of 60 was 
func t ion ing a t t he peak period when ap-
proximately 3,000 m e n were employed. A 
genera l meet ing took place weekly and 
the following are some of *the achieve-
m e n t s result ing f rom t h e organisa t ion: 
seventy-three men wrongful ly dismissed 
were reinstated, a n d the agreement 
won tha t sackings would only take place 
a f t e r consultat ion wi th t h e Works Com-
mit tee, thereby p reven t ing victimisations. 

A total of £450 was collected th rough 
t h e sick f u n d and d is t r ibu ted to 150 men 
losing t ime th rough illness. £50 was paid 
to t h e dependents of two deceased work-
ers. A fighting f u n d of £200 was collected 
to cover expenses a n d lost t ime of stew-
ards . f u n d t reasurers , delegations, etc. 

Those successes were achieved not be-
cause a mechanical un i ty existed, but 
r a l h e r because of a h e a l t h y controversial 
app roach not a lone to T.U. quest ions but 
also to vital economic a n d political ques-
tions. As the recognit ion is growing t h a t 
wages, prices, working conditions, housing 
etc. is decided by economic policies, which 

in t u r n is the outcome of political policies, 
t he old ideas of leaving these questions to 
the exper t s are dying. 

IRISHMEN'S ROLE 
Any report would be inadequate with-

out men t ion of the leading pa r t played by 
I r i shmen, many of whom joined the T.U. 
for t he first time, enthusias t ica l ly accept-
ing responsibili t ies as s t ewards and show-
ing g rea t apt i tude in learn ing the ropes 
quickly f rom more experienced members. 

Wi thout their act ive suppor t and part i -
c ipat ion success would be impossible, and 
they now have the abil i ty and confidence 
to ca r ry on the work elsewhere and break 
down the a t t i tude of a loofness which is 
too preva len t . 

W h e n the Federa t ion Steward, who had 
a magni f icent record was suspended by 
wi tch-hunters on his un ion E.C. for taking 
pa r t in a wages m a r c h t h e I r ish lads felt 
a sense of personal loss a n d voiced the i r 
r e sen tmen t in no u n c e r t a i n way. An old 
I r i sh labourer moved t h a t a presenta t ion 
be m a d e to h im in recogni t ion of his 
work. T h e collection enab led a beaut i fu l 
r ad iogram and a n inscr ibed wallet to be 
presented to him, which i s . a well-deserved 
snub to the witch hun te r^ ; a n d shows the 
workers ' appreciat ion ojf courageous and 
hones t fighters. 

BUILD UNIONS 
Final ly an impor t an t lesson is to be 

learned, t h a t the combina t ion of I r ish 
workers ' revolutionary de te rmina t ion and 
t h e Engl ish workers' exper ience and fort i-
tude makes the bui lding bosses quake in 
the i r shces. and if t he ar t i f ic ia l differences 
which t h e bosses and the i r agents a re al-
ways crea t ing are not al lowed to divide us 
g rea t progress will be made . 

W e I r i sh must have the courage of our 
own convictions, mus t accept our respon-
sibilities to build up m i l i t a n t t rade union-
ism, a n d play our p a r t in removing any 
t reacherous leaders who betray the work-
ers' in teres ts to the employers . 

In doing this we can win the active sup-
port of the English working people aga ins t 
t h e pa r t i t ion of our own country and as-
sist in building a new f r iendly socialist 
re la t ionship as envisaged by Connolly, be-
tween t h e working people of I re land a n d 
England . 

T h e spreading of t h e teachings of Con-
nolly and the increased sales of the "I r i sh 
Democrat ," of which we had a worthy 
record on Battersea Pa rk site, is indispen-
sable to aohleve those a ims. 

Peadar O'Donnell & 'Bell' 
PAUL O H I O O I N S Is fully.jastifled In his 

attack on Seaif O'Faolaln's article, 
"Auto-antiamericanlsm," in the M a r c h 
"Bell" but his remarks about Peadar O'Don-
nell are far from fair. 

I t is quite obvious to say that O'Donnell 
is "no longer prepared to defend freedom 
against imperialism" and If Paul t akes ,up 
the March issue of the "Bell" and reads 
again the editorial "Pointer to an Article," 
he will see that O'Donnell Is not—by any 
means—one of Truman 's brazen band. 

Dealing with Marshall economic strategy 
in general and in partciular with tha t 
American plan In Calabria which so en-
tranced Sean (TVaoialn, O'Donnell writes: 
"On this level agrar ian reform in Italy, 

which weakens Communism, and confers 
benefits in which ail can rejoice, fits into a 
general pattern which take up in Syngbam 
Rhee and Chiang Kat Shek, who make war 
on It, and H o t Krupp who has already 
gone over t ha t mad." 

And he finishes the editorial on a note of 
which no progressive Irishman wottld feel 
ashamed: ''There Is no serious need J a r 
American aid. Where we are expaaed to out-
side pres«urv In mainly wfceve we felt t» 4fe 
velop natural MjMONM. It U more civil-

to remedy taMter-devetapment and stand 
tea pease, at fatltat pmae. nenheaaty. than 

to .seek alms and to surrender to war plans 
on which we can have no influence." 

REFUSED VISA 
If Paul O'Hlggins cannot see O'Donnell 

as being the anti-imperialist that he always 
was, the Americans themselves have no illu-
sions as to where he stands. Two or three 
years ago when O'Donnell wanted to do a 
lecture tour in thp United States, the Ameri-
cans refused him permission to enter In the 
Johnnie Campbell, the Dean of Canterbury 
and mil i tant English Trade Union delegates 
—and for the same reason—because all of 
them, including Peadar O'Donnell, were 
enemies of Yankee Imperialism. 

We should give credit to the "Bell," not 
only for the a t tempts to bridge the dark gap 
that lies between Irish Catholic and Irish 
Protectant, but also for the pubUcaUan of 
those extracts from Denis Johnston's, diary 
w b ^ . M a t a t f a s of tiie horrors o r f r n t a n -

and of the crimes committed by 
i monstrous bosom friends—the 

of Western Ocrmany. 
VbmUy, tyDonneil aays: "Sean O f W a l n ' s 

to puMlihrd on the understanding 
will be welcomed and even 

TMs note will no doubt widen the 
iagpt of the eemMsntary." 

ANDREW BOYD. 

LETTERS TO EDITOR 

DR. BROWNE 
ATTACKS T.B. 

r P H E people of Ireland must be sorely dis-
J - appointed with the decision of the Gov-

ernment to abandon the Mother and Child 
Scheme, and will also very greatly regret 
the resignation of Dr. Browne, who had won 
his way into their hearts in a very int imate 
way. 

And why not? The wives of low wage-
earners always view with a certain alarm 
the coming of babies, not because they lack 
courage or because they are unaware of 
their moral duty to themselves, their hus-
bands and the state, but because they know 
very well tha t very grave risks are incurred 
at the birth of babies which have never 
been catered for under the Public Assistance 
Service. 

Only those mothers who have the experi-
ence of having their babies born in County 
Hospitals without payment can fully under-
stand the miserable treatment received, com-
plete lack of sympathy, the minimum amount 
of attention, no doctor, the worst description 
of food, and then out of bed a f te r little 
rest to help with other patients and out of 
hospital as quickly as possible with miser-
able starved litt le babies. No at tent ion what-
ever paid to any defects in the child's health 
and home again to more hard work and un-
der-nourishment, bad houses, bad beds and 
all the other inconveniences experienced in 
the houses of Lhe poor in Ireland. 

Faith and morals are not endangered by 
a free medical service, but by the very 
things the Ir ish Government supports. The 
strangulation of Ireland's economy by Bri-
tish Imperialism, and their complete failure 
to provide a decent living for Irish people 
in their own country. I wonder what will 
become of the f a i t h and morals of the Irish 
if MacBride is allowed to continue his trea-
cherous sell-out to America? Many mothers 
will remember with great hear tache the pre-
sence of American troops in World War I. 

But the people's support for Dr. Browne 
will be his complete vindication, as it will 
be the condemnation of MacBride and his 
total eclipse in Ireland's political life. 

(Mrs.) Betty Moran. 

AS one who worked for three years In 
the Sanator ium where Dr. Noel Browne 

did part of his Tuberculosis training, I would 
like to express my support for him In his 
exposure of the corrupt and violently anti-
working-class na ture of leading members of 
the former Ir ish Coalition Government. 

At Harefleld, he was well liked and ad-
mired by nurses, fellow doctors and patients 
for his integrity and conscientiousness. I t 
is obvious to anyone who knew him then 
that the good work he has begun in Ireland 
Is a genuine a t tempt to Introduce a medical 
service which would benefit the mass of the 
people. This especially applies to his efforts 
to get an efficient Tuberculosis service going. 
He is mainly responsible for the introduc-
tion of the anti-T.B. Vaccine, B.C.G. for 
children even before it was introduced in 
England. 

It was inevitable that such a man would 
clash with the corrupt and reactionary set 
In the Government and their allies outside 
it. Any genuine attempt to tackle the prob-
lem of Tuberculosis, if successful, Is a step 
towards Socialism. 

The mass of the Irish people will have 
learned two useful lessons f rom Dr. Browne's 
brilliant and lucid exposure of MacBride and 
Costello: (1) tha t they can expect no con-
cessions or progressive measures from the 
present Government; (2) tha t politics 
would not be the cynical and unsavoury 
business It of ten appears to be, if men like 
Dr. Browne and representatives of the 
working-class movement were given mass 
support. 

Gerard Curran. 
•*SSIS«SSSSSSSSSISISSSSII|SSSSSISSSSIISISSSSSSSSSSSS< 

"The Irish working class 
which has borne the brunt of 
every political struggle, and 
gained by none, it to-day the 
only class in all Ireland whleh 
has nd interest to serve in per-
petuating either the polftlMl or 
saatal far mm of oppression—the 
British conn action or the capi-
talist system."—Mantes Connolly 

e e 
s a 

"The Irish working class re-
main as the insoKriMrtible in-
heritor* of the JkghMor freedom 
in Irehmd.n—James Connolly. 
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Irish Freedom 

WAY OUT OF 
DEADLOCK 

T H E dullest and most apathetic 
• election ever known in Ireland 

has ended in stalemate. Fianna Fail 
remains the largest single party in 
the Dail, but the Coalition group are 
still in a majority. 

The dullness of the campaign and 
the resulting deadlock were not sur-
prising, for real issues were never 
placed before the voters, and no 
major diffierences in poHcy could be 
distinguished between the conflicting 
parties. It was a case of Fianna Fail 
Tweedledum lighting Fine G a e l 
Tweedledee, with both parties con-
centrating their fire on such futile ab-
stractions as the relative advantages 
of single-party and multi-party gov-
ernment. 

Labour dismally failed to assert its 
independence, and as a result lost 
three seats. In these circumstances it 
was not difficult to understand why 
most voters were bored by the whole 
affair. 

The real issues confronting the 
Irish people, such as the struggle to 
save world peace, the campaign for 
Irish unity and independence, and 
the necessity to safeguard the living 
standards of the mass of the people, 
were hardly touched upon by the 
major parties. The Noel Browne 
affair was carefully avoided, and Par-
tition shamefully neglected. No Party 
put forward a constructive policy to 
control prices or stop emigration. 

But confuse and blufl the people 
though they may try, yet the march 
of world events will prove too strong 
for our parish-pump politicians; The 
growing Imperialist drive towards 
war, with all its dire political, econo-
mic and military consequences, is not 
leaving Ireland untouched. Already 
Washington and London exert their 
sinister pressure, and the people's 
livelihood is restricted by inflation 
and war expenditure. It is becoming 
increasingly clear that the land of 
Saints and Scholars cannot immunise 
itself from the world-wide sickness of 
capitalism. 

As world issues sharpen and the 
crisis of Imperialism grows deeper, so 
the old slogans lose their significance, 
and the quarrel between Fianna Fail 
and Fine Gael becomes more a mat-
ter of personal feuds than profound 
political differences. The need for a 
new alignment of political forces in 
Eire has been stressed by such differ-
ent voices as the Fascist-minded 
"Irish Independent" (now calling for 
an All-Party Government), the Tory 
London "Times" and the Labour 
"New Statesman and Nation." But 
Labour lags behind, both theoretically 
and organisationally. 

The great need of the moment is a 
united and militant Labour move-
ment, representing the popular de-
mands of thp people for space, Inde-
pendence and a rising standard of liv-
ing. Such a movement should be in-
dependent of the two sapitalist par-
ties, but working in aHianoe with all 
gwrolMly anti-imperialist and pro-
gressiva forces In the country, in 
formulating policy for and building 
such a movement we expect an Influ-
ential part to be played by the Irish 
Workers' L « « m , representing as It 
does the great Connolly tradition of 
Labour-Republican unity against 
imperialism. 

^ N L Y a century-and-a4raif separ-
^ ates our generation from the 
Ireland of Theobald Wolfe Tone and 
the Society of United Irishmen. 

That spoch of I re land 's h is tory is 
justly looked on by the ma jo r i t y of 
I r i shmen as the grandes t in the 
country 's annals. It was the inspirer 
of revolu t ionary nat ional endeavour 
for the undoing of the English con-
quest th roughou t the 19th cen tu ry and 
the first q u a r t e r of the 20th. 

It is still the inspiration of t ha t Ulster 
and Ire land which strives for a uni ted, 
independent country, and is ne i ther inti-
midated by Anglo-Ulster Toryism, cor-
rupted by "Marshall Aid," f r igh tened by 
screeching about "Communism," or ter-
rorised by the talk of guns, bombs and 
pacts for war . 

T h e Society of United I r i shmen was 
founded in Belfas t in 1791, n ine years a f t e r 
the Volunteer Movement of 1782 had 
forced on t h e English Gove rnmen t legisla-
tive independence for an al l-Ireland Par -
l iament . 

T h a t was sixteen years a f t e r t he 
Declara t ion of American independence, 
two years a f t e r the G r e a t F r e n c h Revolu-
tion h a d begun and the very yeaT of the 
s torming of the Bastille. 

SOCIAL REVOLUTION 
Well m i g h t the first resolution of the 

United I r i shmen issued in Bel fas t t ake in-
spiration f r o m the grea t events then 
shaking t h e world. I t called the people 
to s t ruggle in what it described as " a n e ra 
of grea t reform, when u n j u s t Govern-
m e n t s a re falling in every qua r t e r of 
Europe; when religious persecut ion is 
compelled abjure her t y ranny over con-
science; when antiquity can no longer de-
fend absu rd and oppressive fo rms aga ins t 
the commonsense and common in teres ts 
of Mank ind . " 

Thus Belfast , where Sir Basil Brooke 
now reigns, was in 1791 set t ing itself on 
the course of revolution, National , Politi-
cal and Social. 

Na t iona l : the movement was finally to 
set as i ts goal the separa t ion of I re land 
f rom t h e Brit ish crown as an independ-
e n t Republic . Politically: the Society 
came out for popularly elected Govern-
ment , abolition of the religious disabili-
ties out lawing the Catholic masses (and 
for prac t ica l purposes, t he main body of 
the Uls te r Protes tants—the lower r u n g of 
society represented by the Presbyter ians) . 

Social: the movement a imed t o break 
Lhe s t ranglehold of the landed rul ing 
caste, t he Ascendancy, wi th its gr ip on the 
entire governmental and economic life of 
the Nat ion , thrott l ing the growth of man-
ufac ture , t rade and commerce. 

NO BORDER 
Then the re was no such a highly civi-

lised ins t i tu t ion as " the Border," and 

there was actually a n all-Ireland Govern-
ment, This is a n awkward one for Dr. 
Hugh Shea rman a n d the saints of la t te r 
day Ulster Unionism, who write books to 
prove there was never any form of union 
between the present two divisions of Ire-
land, not even geological cohesion. 

But the so-called Legislative Independ-
ence won by the '82 Volunteers proved to 
be "a th ing of shreds and patches," as in-
deed all " Independences" inevitably t u r n 
out when a na t iona l change leaves the 
mass of the populat ion of a country in the 
same s ta te politically and socially as it 
found them. 

We have seen not a few changes in our 
own day in I re land—all or most of them 
steps towards the u l t ima te goal of a f ree 
and united I re land and the emancipat ion 
of the workers a n d fa rmers . But we 
would have been m u c h neare r tha t goal 
to-day if we h a d lea rned a r igh t the lessons 
of our history a n d not separated but 
joined together t h e issues of nat ional a n d 
social liberty. 

The greatness of t h e movement of t he 
United I r i shmen consisted, first of all, in 
its Republicanism. No longer were Ir ish-
men to strive for t h e r e t u r n of a dead pas t . 

SEAN MURRAY 
compares the struggles for 
national independence and 
unity in 1798 with Ireland's 

struggles to-day. 

The closing p a r t of t he 18th century was 
to undo the weaknesses of the s truggles of 
the 17th when, led by Anglo-Norman Lords 
and the dispossessed Gaelic chiefs the 
country got identif ied with English Royal-
ism (1641-90). 

UNITE PEOPLE 
Revolut ionary Republic Europe, fell ing 

to the ground t h e old monarchical-eccles-
iastical-feudal world—such was to be the 
company of Republ ican I re land in the 
fight aga ins t i t s enemies, foreign a n d 
domestic. 

Its greatness consisted also in unify-
ing, for the first time, under the banner 
of nationality and radical democracy 
the different peoples inhabitating -the 
country. "To unite the whole people of 
Ireland, to aboHsh the memory of all 
past dissensions and to substitute the 
common n/une of Irishman in plaee of 
tha-words Cathotio, Protestant and Dis-
senter." This was the objective set, in 
Tone's words, a s the means of squaring 
accounts with the foreign tyrant and 
the classes acting as his Fifth Column 
in the country. 
T h e p lan ta t ions of different peoples a t 

different t imes m I re l and by the Engl i sh 

Government (Anglo - Normans, Engl isn 
a n d Scotchi were designed to make im-
possible a united people and so a uni ted 
Nation. The coming of religious divisions 
was to make this "impossibility" still more 
impossible. 

Tone and the United Ir ishmen were to 
prove tha t even in Ireland the common in-
teres ts of the oppressed can unite them 
in a common cause—"the commonsense 
and common interests of Mankind," in t h e 
words of the first resolution, could tr i-
u m p h over the ha t reds and dissentions en-
gineered by designing ruling cliques. 

I t was never more necessary t h a n a t 
this juncture in I re land to hold firmly to 
this tenet of the Uni ted Ir ishmen, when 
even the Cha i rman of a Labour Pa r ty 
Conference in Bel fas t ha s lost his course 
so f a r as to proclaim the opposite: t h a t 
there is no way to t h e unity of the work-
ing people of I re land because of the reli-
gious issues dividing the workers 

MASS MOVEMENT 
If the Ulster peasan t fa rmers , t he 

hand ic ra f t workers and middle class 
democrats could t r i u m p h over racial a n d 
religious divisions, combine together in a 
powerful movement to end existing in-
justices and tyrannies a t the end of t h e 
18th century, surely the great Working 
Class Movement of to-day can emula te 
a n d f a r outdo t h a t of our forefa thers of 
150 years ago. Such is the f a i t h that; 
should inspire every I r i shman a n d 
woman at this critical hour. 

T h e power of t h e people to uni te is un-
doubted. Tone and the United I r i shmen 
proved it. I t has been proved many t imes 
in the struggles of t he working people in 
N. Eas t Ulster since: in the 1907-13 period, 
t he great class bat t les led by Larkin a n d 
Connolly; in the f amous Forty-hour week 
str ike in 1919 in Bel fas t ; in the powerful 
mass conflicts of t h e unemployed a n d re-
lief workers in the ear ly Thir t ies a n d in 
many struggles since then. 

UGLY FACTS 
But the abil i ty of t he ruling class t o 

divide is also undoubted. The existence of 
Par t i t ion and the sec tar ian animosit ies 
still with us are ugly facts—not to be Ig-
nored, but fough t aga ins t and overcome. 
How the Republ ican Ulster of Tone, Hope 
and McCracken became t ransf igured in to 
the Imperial ist "Bridgehead" of Brooke 
calls for unders tand ing by a l l w h o seek l o r 
the uni ty and independence of Iceland to-
day. 

In the 1790's the test of every man's 
creed was his attitude to the French Revo-
lution, wrote Tana. The test to-day is a s 
surely the attitude to the great struggle 
of the wand's peoples to p r w M t Imperial-
ist America and Its British vassal from 
starting a war In a mad and rata endea-
vour to enslave mankihd. The teachings 
of the United Irishmen—NafioniM ^ M M P 
and International brotherhood—puts on 
the Irish Nation tha duty of taking rfta 
stand with aU nations oftosad to Br i tM* 
American war plots. That oaaaa: has 
plenty of a d h s W U U a m o n g the descend-
ants of the United Irishman of BrMka* 
"Bridgehead." 

B R O O K E ' S WAR PO&fCY 
i r p H E proclamation of sovereignty for 
J- the Ulster people was a provoca-
tive expedient of Br i t i sh Imper ia l ism. 
Ulster was, in fact , t he resu l t an t of a 
bourgeois-state revolt, organised by the 
Br i t i sh ruling class aga ins t par l iament 
and democracy, obs t ruc t ing the Liberal 
Government implement ing the Home 
Rule Act for I re land in 1914. 

And coming to power on the eve of 
the I r ish insurrection, th is ant i -
historical force, to secure as f a r as pos-
sible an untenable position, pu t on the 
S t a t u t e Book legislation designed to 
allow the people but a dog's chance of 
dislodging them. T h e R.tJ.C. and an 
ancil lary B force are delegated t o main-
ta in law and order, while a pernicious 
sec ta r ian ideology is the sanct ion to en-
force the acquiescence of the people. 

Unionism in th i r ty years h a s sought 
a n Impregnable position economically. 
T h e inherent logic of f ree enterpr ise is 
monopoly capitalism, a n d the Nor thern 
version has almost completed i ts alloted 
span To-day a nar rowing number of 
business men have a monopoly hold on 
linen, shipbuilding and t r anspo r t either 
by S t a t e intervention or t h e merg ing of 
f inance and industr ia l capi tal . • • • 

TH E working class r e f o r m s reaching 
he re from Bri ta in a re no t a j f f i t a g 

a n d generous adoption of the Udkmlst 

by D. LITTLEWOOD T 
Government . A cont inuous t h r ea t is 
veiled in the adminis t ra t ive findings on 
the cost of social services. Unionist 
back-benchers consistently point so-
called abuses. B u t the broad progres-
sive chal lenge f rom the people s tays 
their hand . 

Maynard Sincla i r assures the t r ade 
unionist t h a t step-by^step does not nec-
essarily mean condit ions similar to 
t,ho6e prevail ing in Britain. In the case 
of local au tonomy in negotiat ions the 
na t ional wage awards are invariably re-
jected by the employers and finally 
under-cut when t h e workers are not in 
sufficient, s t r e n g t h to uphold the origi-
na l Bri t ish figure. 

I t is clear t h a t American Imper ia l -
ism, endeavouring with some success t o 
relegate Br i t a in to a satelli te force, h a s 
no t passed over t h e Unionist Govern-
m e n t ; and I r i sh influence in Amer ican 
politics is caus ing seme concern for t h e 
u l t imate a t t i t u d e of America on t h e 
I r i sh question. An at t i t tWe t h a t would 
certainly become policy if events a r e 
allowed to be s teered by WM1 S t r e e t 
a long the road to war. S i r Basi l 
Brooke's e n t h u s i a s m for foreign in ter-
vention a n d h i s s i n g u l a r ' lnvita t ton t o 
American capi ta l t o set o p hbdM Wert 
amt s h a r e tn the Tafas-off is consis tent 
with Vfetontet s t ra tegy. 

HERE is a n a l ternat ive p o l i c y -
peace and prosperity. I n this re-

spect the ant l -OovernmeUt par t ies bear 
a serious responsibility t o the people. < 

T h e Eire Labour group, confined; in 
the main to t h e nat ional is t a r e a $ ' is 
helping the war policy by its r e fusa l 
to aid the peace campaign . 

T h e Nor the rn I r e l and Labour Pa r ty , 
a n a d j u n c t of Br i t i sh reformism, is 
tai l ing fa i th fu l ly t h e Labour Govern-
ment . T h e Belfas t Peace Council is 
censored, and r e a r m a m e n t excused as 
a defence measure . 

But a decisive fac tor has been dis-
counted. T h e people a re not visualising 
a n ending of life in an a tomic war. An 
In i t ia l s t e p was t aken in Sep tember 
1960, when t h e Bel fas t Peaoe Council 
was formed, a a d despite a beiatM start 
20,000 s igna tures were c a n w e o d o n • 
t he Stockholm Appeal fo r thabaania® 
of t h e Atom bomb. A delegate w a s *p» 

' po in ted to the Second World Peace 
Congress and s ince his return he has 
given a repor t of the n e j b Peace aims 
to public meetings, ', trade union 
branches and other organisations. In 
recent wee to a o v f PwtiUoci it)»—Hig 
German r e a r m a m e n t is gaining sup-
port. Not Mty haa Peace an <Mgaabed 
teats m a m v & m & t * * <a 
ooqntQh' lagjfW ii^iytWMMaM -
some of the vHtagea Peaee rroapa-are 
being fanned. ,>•< . . 
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59 IN 
CORK 

EVERY 1,000 BABIES 
MEDICAL SCANDAL 

DIE 

THE callousness of the unprincipled politicians who killed Ireland's Mother and Child Welfare 
Scheme was revealed in all its grim reality at a meeting of Cork Corporation last month 

when it was learned that infant children in the city are dying at the frightening rate of 59 in 
every 1,000 live births. This infant mortality rat^-one of the worst in Europe—was coldly 
recorded in the monthly report of the City Medical Officer. 

It was stated that no deaths took place as a resul t ol' infectious disease, 
which means that young babies are dying needlessly, solely because of lack 
of proper care and medical attention for both mothers and children. FOUR CITIES 

HONOUR 
CONNOLLY 
"Irish Democrat" Reporter 

IT'OUR cities—Dublin, New York, London 
and Manchester—honoured the memory 

of James Connolly (executed May 12th, 1916) 
last month. 

"The truth of James Connolly's dictum 
that 'the Irish working class are the incor-
ruptible heirs to the fight for Irish freedom' 
was never so well demonstrated in Ireland 
than to-day, when we see the path of na-
tional betrayal that is now being talien by 
the middle class politicians of the Twenty-
Six Counties," declared Mr. Tom Watters in 
an address delivered at a Connolly Associa-
tion Commemoration social held in Man-
chester. 

"In their haste to join forces with the 
Imperailsts of London and Washington in 
their preparations for a new world war, they 
regard Partition as nothing more than an 
irritating obstacle barring their way to join-
ing the Atlantic War Pact. Such leaders can 
only bring disaster to Ireland and her people 
on a much larger scale than Redmond in 
1914. 

"The struggle of the Irish people for unity 
and independence can only succeed in un-
compromising opposition to the dark forces 
in Britain and America who are preparing 
a new world slaughter. Ireland's destiny 
must not be linked with these enemies of 
freedom but with the Colonial peoples who 
are battling to free their countries f rom for-
eign rule, and with the powerful forces in 
all countries who are striving to defeat the 
plans of the war makers and maintain peace 
between the nations," concluded the speaker. 

SONGS AND MUSIC 
Close on a hundred at tended the social 

and a very enjoyable evening was spent with 
Irish music, songs and dancing. 

Contributing a major par t to the enjoy-
ment of the evening, special mention must 
be made of Danny Kilcommin's young niece 
and her friend who entertained with exhibi-
tions of jig, reel and hornpipe. 

Foundation member of the Connolly Asso-
ciation, Eddie Lenehen stirred the audience 
with rousing rebel songs, and Mr. Frank 
Siddall was warmly applauded for his ren-
dering of Irish ballads. Danny Kilcommins 
was M.C. 

DR. BROWNE 
When the social security scheme was pro-

pounded in the Dail they saw an alignment 
of forces composed of people who, them-
selves socially secure, would deny tha t secur-
ity to the workers, said Mr. Robert Emmett, 
president of the Dublin Trades Union Coun-
cil, at a public meeting at the Parnell Monu-
ment a t the conclusion of the Connolly com-
memoration demonstrations in Dublin. 

Mr. Emmett said the Mother and Child 
scheme had captured the imagination of the 
working people of Ireland. 

The secretary of the Irish Trade Union 
Congress, Mr. Ruadhri Roberts, said the Irish 
Trade Union Congress had supported the 
Mother and Child Bill. 

Reports of New York and London meet-
ings are given on another page. 

IRISH CHURCH'S 
PEACE CALL 

"IRISH DEMOCRAT" REPORTER 
|C1 PEAKING at the eleventh annual general 

meeting of the Church of Ireland Peace 
Fellowship In Dublin, Mr. Nichollson, sec-
retary of the Peace Pledge Union in Belfast, 
made a call to all Christ ians in Ireland to 
make the utmost contribution to the main-
tenance of peace. 

To profess'Christianity and a t the same 
t ime uphold the use of violence in the arbi-
trat ion of disputes was inconsistent. 

The secretary of the Peace Fellowship, the 
Rev. H. J. L. Armstrong, B.D.. M.Sc., Rector 
of Howth, Co. Dublin, censured those who 
would have Ireland take par t In U .S. military 
designs. 

"A statue of liberty erected on our noil 
In memory of the kindly dupes who had 
assisted American survival—if she won the 
war—would be poor compensation for the 
Joss and suffer!nr of our people." 

T h e Medical Officer's stat ist ics did nci 
include the number of babies born dead— 
someth ing which regularly happens where 
mothe r s do not receive sufficient pre-natal 
care because they cannot afford it. 

One of the ma in objects of the welfare 
scheme in t roduced by former Heal th Min-
ister, Dr. Noel Browne, was to put a s top 
to the needless dea ths of i n f an t children. 
But the scheme was thrown out and Dr. 
Browne dismissed because the unprin-
cipled poli t icians preferred serving vested 
in teres ts t h a n to saving the lives of babies. 

K E R R Y S U P P O R T S S C H E M E 

T h e Medical Officer's report was read to 
the Corpora t ion just a f te r it had heard a 
resolution f r o m Kerry County Council 
welcoming the Mother and Child Welfare 
Scheme. Despi te the terrible statist ics re-
vealed to the Corporation, however, one 
callous member objected to " taking up 
t ime" on such resolutions and even de-
clared t h a t m a n y of them "had little bear-
ing on t h e work of the Corporat ion!" 

Kerry County Council's support for the 
Welfare Scheme gives some indication of 
the tremendous public backing that exists 
for Dr. Browne. This backing also forced 
the Corporation Public Health Committee 
to declare in a resolution that "there is 
need for an improved Mother and Child 
Service." 

At the s ame time, In tc r -Par ty Minister 
for Indus t ry a n d Commerce O'Higgins. 
chose a meet ing of the Cork city executive 
of F ine Gael to make sneer ing personal 
r e m a r k s about Dr. Browne. Attacking the 

r 
FREEDOM IS OUR 

RIGHT 
REELING is growing in Ireland 

against the country being involved 
in the war plans of Britain and 
America. Recently the Republican 
paper, "United Irishman," denounced 
the Atlantic Pact as "merely a military 
alliance of a certain group of nations 
intent on retaining a position of 
dominance in world affairs." 

"The independence of Ireland can-
not be a subject for bargaining," it 
said, ". . . the ending of Partition 
could not of itself be considered by 
Republicans to be equivalent of 
absolute independence." 

Mothe r and Child Scheme, he declared 
t h a t t h e doctors of the count ry were 
"more anxious about the h e a l t h of the 
country t h a n Dr. Browne." 

C L A N N S H A K E N 

O'Higgins admitted that he and other 
members of the Government were con-
spiring to kill Dr. Browne's Bill long be-
fore the intervention of the Hierarchy, 
which serves to confirm that the un-
scrupulous politicians only seized on the 
Hierarchy's views, and perhaps even en-
couraged the Hierarchy to give a definite 
ruling, in order to get rid of a progressive 
measure which they did not like. 

T h e Minis te r told the Cork F ine Gael 
meet ing t h a t long ago he had opposed Dr. 
Browne's s cheme and had tr ied to get 
h im to put u p a n a l ternat ive one which 
would "be acceptable" to the medical pro-
fess ion—presumably one which included a 
Means Test, which means plainly in-
cluding a provision to blackmail money 
out of the working class for a degree of 
medical a t t e n t i o n which should be taken 
for g ran ted as f ree in any civilised coun-
try. 

Meanwhi le Cork Clan na Pob lach ta ha s 
been shaken by the revelations of the 
p a r t which its leading officers played in 
the unsavoury affa i r and the shameless 
bet rayal of Dr. Browne. Many members 
of the Clann, who are dropping out in 
disgust, were especially shocked a t the re-
velation of the bigotted and cynical mind 
of its leading l ight, MacBride, who had 
always posed as a Republic and Democrat . 

T; 

PROFESSOR 
AND 

SENATOR 
By The Editor 

"HVO well-known Irish pundits, Trot. J. 
Hogan of Cork and Senator Denis Ireland 

of Belfast, have displayed once more that 
their pretentious political utterances only 
conceal an invincible ignorance of Irish his-
tory combined with an unashamed eagerness 
to sell their country to the Imperialists. 

Prof. Hogan has recently descended so far 
as to support, Britain 's colonial war in 
Malaya and France's in Indo-China. The 
struggle of the colonial peoples for freedom 
f rom Imperialism he describes as "unrest" 
fomented by "Communists." 

Senator Ireland, who was speaking a t the 
Council of Europe in Strasbourg, appears to 
want to bring the whole of Ireland, and not 
merely Six Counties, under British rule 
again. 

Pretending that he desired Ireland to be 
united, he went on to say: 

"First, we make it possible for Ireland 
to enter the Atlantic Pact. Secondly, we 
make it possible to procure modern arms 
for the new Ir ish defence forces as a 
whole. Third, we make all Ir ish ports, and 
not, as at present, only the Six-County 
ports, available for the navies of the 
nations of North America and Western 
Europe." 
It is a curious form of independence, Sen-

ator, which will bring back the British Navy 
to Cork, Berehaven and Dublin. 

YOUTH FESTIVAL 
'HPHE World Festival of Youth and Students 
J - will be held in Berlin on August 5th 
to 19th. For two weeks 50,000 young people 
f rom all over the world will meet to exchange 
experiences and to engage in friendly sports 
and cultural competitions. 

The cost is £25 for a for tnight and £20 
for 10 days, inclusive f rom England. Per-
sons (under 30) interested should write to 
Festival Committee, c,'o the Editor. "Irish 
Democrat." 

and 

FIRST PREFERENCES IN 1948 
^ O T A L Firs t Preference votes cast fo r each party in the 1948, 1944, 

1943 Irish General Elections were :— 

1948 1944 194,3 
Fianna Fail 553,917 ... 595,481 ... 557.525 
Fine Gael 262,202 .... 249,316 ... 307,490 
Clann na Poblachta 173,166 ... ... 
Clann na Talmhan 71,680 ... 146,833 ... 141,157 
Labour 115,074 ... 106,743 ... 208,812 
National Labour 34,015 ... 26,493 ... 
Independents and Others 112,816 >.„ 80,785 ... 116,632 

Totals ... 1,322,876 1,205,651 1,331,616 

DAGENHAM IRISH FIGHT 
FORD BOSSES 

A1 

GIRLS ARE 
BEST SELLERS 

LL of you have read of the rising cost 
of newsprint—the "IRISH DEMO-

CRAT" Is another casualty of this increase. 
Kvery paper published in Britain has gone 
up by a halfpenny, some weekly paper's by 
a penny a copy. The "DICMOCRAT" is the 
only one which has not increased in price. 
Readers can still buy it for the modest sum 
of 3d., but a higher printer's bill will have 
to be met which will take a very heavy toll 
of what little profit we make—and it is little 
enough. By the, time the mail orders are 
dealt with our little bank balance is gone. 

A housewife's job is always a worrying 
one—trying to make ends meet—a Treasur-
er's no less so. But whereas the housewife 
has only her husband on whom to depend, 
"Irish Democrat" lias many thousands of 
faithful supporters. 

There's only one way to combat the in-
crease in newsprint, and that is by increas-
ing the sales. Now the summer months are 
here, why not take your girl friend with you? 
You'll find she will sell more. But be care-
ful you don't lose her—Irishmen like girls 
who are good workers. I/et us see what good 
work the girls can do selling the paper. 

Don't forget the Fighting Fund and may 
I remind you it is the last few weeks to the 
time when we shall have, a full-time Organi-
ser, so send that little bit extra Immediately. 

MAY HAYES 

By our Dagenham 
I ^ O R D workers have placed an embargo 

on overtime, and are staging one-hour 
token strikes every Tuesday. The strikes 
which took place last month brought this 
great factory to a standstill, and are now 
100 per cent solid. 

T h e trouble arose when the manage-
m e n t issued a press s t a t ement to the ef-
fect t ha t they in tended to place £1.200.000 
out of the i r profi ts to workers ' benefits. 
(Their prof i t s before tax equal £1 for 
every £1 paid in workers' wages). They 
t h e n posted not ices in the factory explain-
ing tha t this £1.200,000 would go to a pen-
sion scheme, but t h a t the £ 5 yearly bonus 
which had h i t h e r t o been set aside for 
workers to be paid them on the i r leaving, 
would be discont inued. 

To qualify for a pension the worker is 
required to have 15 years' service with the 
company and have reached the age of 65. 
T h e scale of pension would be 17 6 per 
week for 15 years, r ising to £ 2 2s. for 40 
years. 

The workers claim tha t the abolition of 
the £5 yearly bonus means a saving of 
approximate ly £60,000 per year to the 
Company, and add Ironically t ha t few 
workers a t Ford 's reach the age of 65 or 
ca re to s tay with the Company for 15 
years. 

Correspondent 
T h e shop s tewards have submi t ted pro-

posals to the Company which call for the 
yearly bonus to be increased t o £10 and 
to be paid out each year, a lso for a joint 
contr ibutory pensions scheme with work-
ers ' representat ion on its m a n a g e m e n t . 

D I S T R U S T 

T h e workers do not. t r u s t t h e yood in-
ten t ions ot the Company a n d are deter-
mined to continue wi th the i r ban on over-
t ime and their s t r ikes unti l t h e Company 
mee t their demands . 

Nevor before has such solid action been 
seen in Ford's. Tho men feel they are en-
titled to a share of the colossal profits 
which they have made by their increased 
efforts. 

T h e shop s tewards have also submit ted 
a claim for 6d. per hour wage Increase, 
a n d increased overt ime r a t e s to brin^ 
Ford ' s into line with the res t of indus-
try. The publicat ion of t h e Company's 
prof i ts and their manoeuvre wi th the pen-
sion scheme have increased the feeling for 
these demands. One worker put it to me 
" T h e management hoped to sell us a pup 
w i t h this pension scheme, bu t It's a bigger 
fiddle than Gai tskel l ' s 4 / - to the Old Ago 
Pensioners." 
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THEY SUPPORT 
DR. BROWNE 

()'• 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T REPORTER 
i ' . 'POSITION to the sacrifice of I n -

land's Mother a n d Child Wel f a r e 
; n ;sia'.ion on the a1 t a r of w s i e d interim' • 
;.. d ' h e a t t empted political el imination ot 
: > author . Dr. Noel Browne, former Heal'.!1. 
Minister, h a s come f r o m the broudest si-c-
(:ons of I r ish opinion. 

Among these regis ter ing their proles: 
aga ins t the s h a m e f u l betrayal by t h e 
in te r -Par ty Governmen t are prominent 
Catholic laymen, the Nat ional Executive 
of the I r ish T.U.C., Republicans, Anii-
Par i i t ionis ts , a n d Labour Par ty members . 

H E L P S T O R I E S 
In an outspoken le t te r to the press, P. J . 

Kilroy, honora ry secretary, Moss Side 
i Manches te r ) Branch . Anti - Pa r t i t ion 
League declares "If such a scheme be un-
c h r i s t i a n , t h e n we have all got our ideas 
mixed somewhat ." 

"With one blow, our propaganda has 
been rendered obsolete, and most of the 
trumps placed in the hands of the spokes-
men for the Stormont Government," he 
wrote. 

Mr. Kilroy was immediate ly the sub-
ject of a fur ious a t t a c k f rom other m e m -
bers of t h e Ant i -Par t i t ion League, bu t h i s 
pessimistic viewpoint was answered best, 
by a s t a t e m e n t issued in Belfast by the 
Communis t Par ty . 

S C A N D A L O U S 
The I r i sh Workers ' League, in a s ta te -

m e n t issued in Dublin, declared: "A com-
binat ion of t h e vested and react ionary in-
terests h a s killed a progressive no m e a n s 
tes t welfare scheme. T h e enforced resig-
nat ion of Dr. Browne pleases these in-
terests, but t he m o t h e r s and children of 
I r e l and are not pleased." 

"The conduct of the Labour Ministers 
and deputies in this affair has been scan-
dalous," declares the Irish Workers' 
League. "Without their support, Fine 
Gael and the two-faced MacBride could 
never have dared to betray the interests of 
the mothers and children. 

<< 
Anti-Partition League Bans Connolly Association 

FIGHT SPLITTERS OF 
IRISH UNITY" -P. Clancy 

PROTESTS BY THREE DELEGATES 
" \ A / E shall continue our fight to unite all Irish people who want to end Partition, and will 

oppose those splitters who would bring disunity and weakness into our ranks," said Mr. 
Patrick Clancy, National Secretary, Connolly Association, when informed that the Anti-Partition 
League had decided to debar members of the Connolly Association. 

UNITE ALL 
PATRIOTS 

1 PROTESTS against the threatened 
expulsion of Connolly Association 

members from the Anti - Partition 
League have been made by two Irish 
patriots, well-known for their work for 
Irish unity. 

Capt. Henry Harrison, veteran Par-
nellite, who at the age of 84 is as inter-
ested as ever in Irish affairs, told the 
"Irish Democrat" that anyone who 
desires in good faith the re-union of 
Ireland should be allowed to join the 
A.-P. League. 

IMiss May Hayes, well-known Wex-
ford Republican and former member 
of the A.-P. Executive, said that the 
expulsion move was "just another 
manifestation of the League's inability, 
to form a real, militant and united 
movement against Partition. We 
cannot make headway against Parti-
tion so long as these witch-hunts con-
tinue." 

Connolly Association 

IRISH MAY DAY MARCH 
" I R f 8 H D E M O C R A T " R E P O R T E R 

" Y j y E ar® f o r t h e r e " i ° v a l of Partition by 
peaceful means," said Mr. Bill Burke, 

when asked a question about the use of 
force against the North at an open-air 
meeting which took place in Hammer-
smith on Sunday, 27th May. "We do not 
want to see Ireland made into a second 
Korea," continued the speaker. 

We believe t h a t t he border can be re-
moved by ano the r kind of force, the force 
of public opinion. I t is up to I r i shmen in 
Br i ta in to show the Br i t i sh working class 
t ha t t he par t i t ion of I re land has a detr i -
menta l effect on the i r s t anda rd of l ife." 

T h e Tory vote of Nor the rn Ireland M.P.s 
was cont inual ly being used in the House of 
Commons aga ins t t he interests of t he 
Bri t ish Working Class. He also made the 
impor t an t point t h a t it was blatant ly ob-
vious t h a t the Bri t ish Troops were not in 
Nor the rn I re land to protect the Pro tes t -
a n t s aga ins t the Cathol ics as is o f t en 
alleged in reac t ionary circles. This was 
proved by the fact t h a t the Brit ish t roops 
are used agains t t he Pro tes tan t workers 
when the la t ter went on strike. 

T h e meet ing was well a t tended. T h e 
C h a i r m a n was Mr. G. Fitzgerald, t he 
other speaker being Mr. Sean Mooney. 
This was the first of a series of m e e t i n g s 
to take place a t week-ends in Ki lburn , 
H a m m e r s m i t h and Camden Town. 

Mr. A. Boyd also spoke recently a t a 
successful meet ing in Hyde Park. 

NAT IONAL HOL IDAY 

Mr P. Clancy lectur ing to the West 
London Branch of the Connolly Associa-
tion on "May Day." said it was a scanda l 
Hull a f t e r five years in power of a Labour 
Government May Day had not been m a d e 
a Nat ional Holiday. 

May Day took on a revolutionary signi-
l icance in 1884 in the United S ta tes of 
America when the Unions were demand-
ing the e ight-hour day. On May Day 1888 
the re was a general s t r ike throughout, t he 
s tates . Since those early days May Day 
has combined its anc ien t and modern sig-
nificance, it now being a time for cele-
bra t ing the In t e rna t iona l solidarity of t he 
working class and also a time when they 
express their desire for world peace a n d 
the ra is ing of the living s t anda rd of the 
common people all over the world. 

Complete with Connolly Association 
banner and led by a stalwart handsome 

piper, Larry O'Dowd, the May Day con-
tingent of the Connolly Association got 
continued applause in its march from 
Hyde Park to Trafalgar Square. 

This gay group of I r i sh working men 
and women and ch i ldren led a section of 
the parade down R e g e n t Street . St irr ing 
notes of Rebel marches coming f rom the 
never s i lent pipes he lped the smiling 
marchers to keep s tep. W h e n they paused, 
due to traffic, spec ta to rs and marchers 
were delighted to h e a r Ir ish marching 
tunes. T h e con t ingen t was greeted by 
thousands of people as they approached 
and entered the Square to join the many 
other working class organisat ions. 

"It 's the best demons t ra t ion I've ever 
seen," commented a ve t e r an Trade Union-
ist who had not missed a May Day in 20 
years. 

Connolly Association members gave a 
warm welcome to v e t e r a n s Bridget Malone 
and Sean Mulgreu who joined the marcn. 

R IS ING S A L E S 

A very successful social was held last 
month by the Connolly Association at, the 
One Tun. Saffron Hill. London. Ir ish step-
dancing and bal lad-singing were a fea ture 
of the evening's en te r t a inmen t , and 
Messrs. Kieran O 'Len ihan , Dick Johnson 
and J a m e s Doyle, a n d Mrs. McCormick 
were applauded for t h e i r songs. Mr. Fred 
O'Shea, who acted as M.C., issued a warm 
welcome to Mrs. Shei la Walsh, Mrs. J. El-
lis. and Mrs. Bolwln, of Waterford, who 
were visiting London. 

It is reported t h a t " I r i sh Democrat" 
sales continue to show an upward trend. 

Six hundred extra copies were recently 
ordered for New York, and Manchester 
reports that sales are steadily expanding. 

Recently, one seller in Camden Town, 
London, sold 50 copies In under half-an-
hour. 

Mr. Bill Burke, Circulat ion Manager, 
has issued an u rgen t appeal to all sym-
pathisers to make a s t rong effort to boast 
sales dur ing the s u m m e r months. He has 
set a target of 1,000 e x t r a sales by the 
au tumn. 

Sympath isers who a r e in touch with 
I r i shmen and women in factories, on 
building sites, hospitals , cafes, t ransport , 
or in clubs, dance ha l l s or churches are 
asked to write at. once fo r copies to the 
"Irish Democrat ." 13 Lambs . Conduit Pas-
sage, London, W.C.I. 

"How do these spli t ters expect to unite Ir ishmen at home if they divide 
them abroad ?"' continued Mr. Clancy. " W h e n Pearse welcomed Connolly 
to his side in 1916 he did not spend his t ime at tacking Connolly's socialism. 
Like all t rue patriots he extended a f ra te rna l hand of greeting to all Irish-
men and women who fight together against British Imperialism. 
"Similarly to-day the Connolly Associa-

tion, which carries on the republican and 
socialist traditions of James Connolly, 
calls upon all Irish people, irrespective of 
religion or politics, who want to see their 
country free and united, to join together 
against the enemy which enslaves and di-
vides our country. 

LIVELY 
CONFERENCE 

AT SHEFFIELD 
" I R I S H D E M O C R A T " R E P O R T E R 

ĵ HE Anti-Par t i t ion League a n n u a l con-

- f e rence held in Sheffield las t m o n t h 
was a t t ended by about 60 delegates. Fra -
ternal delegates a t t ended f r o m Scotland, 
but t h e r e were none f rom Ire land, Nor th 
or Sou th . A letter was received f rom Mr. 
Scan McNally, Belfast , wishing conference 
every success. 

C h a i r m a n , Frank Short, opened confer-
ence by warmly welcoming delegates. He 
said t h a t five years ago Br i t i sh public new 
little of Par t i t ion, but now they were bet-
ter informed, largely due to work of A-P 
League. W h e n it sui ted t h e Br i t i sh Gov-
e r n m e n t they would throw over Brooke 
and company. 

T h e political confusion in the League 
was well demons t ra ted by t h e numerous 
confl ict ing resolutions pu t forward . Some 
branches wanted the League to en ter 
vigorously into Br i t i sh politics, o thers 
wanted it to keep completely aloof f rom 
all polit ical parties. Burnley b r a n c h 
wanted a plebiscite on Pa r t i t i on in Ire-
land, while Huddersfield wan ted a Ga l lup 
Poll on Par t i t ion to be held in Br i ta in . 

P U B L I S H P A P E R 

A proposal, which was carried, suggested 
that the League should publish a paper. 

Cri t ic isms were made of financial col-
lections dur ing the pas t year , a n d it was 
pointed out t ha t four- f i f ths of the League's 
total income came f r o m the Mansion 
House Conference collection. This source 
would soon dry up. 

T h e a n n u a l report discussed the pre-
vious year ' s activities which included two 
large rallies in T r a f a l g a r Square, with 
average a t t endance of abou t 10,000, Mr. 
do Valera 's big meet ing in Lincoln, and 
the sale of various pamphle t s including 
15,000 copies of Geoffrey Bing's "John 
Bull 's O t h e r Ireland" and 30,000 copies of 
" I re land ' s Right to Unity." 

Pro tes t s were made aga ins t the visit of 
Dutch troops to Nor thern I re land. 

s 
M.P.s DENOUNCE G E R R Y M A N D E R 
1TRONG denunciat ions of Ger ryman-

der ing. religious discr iminat ion, poli-
tical bias and police par t ia l i ty were made 
aga ins t the N.I. Tories dur ing a debate 
last m o n t h in the House of Commons. 

t e ^ ^ t c t c s e ^ i c c c c t f f t e c t e c t e t c t e s t a 

Wolfe Tone Commemoration ! 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
SOCIAL 

on Friday, 15th 4une, at 8 p.m., 
in the Victoria Hotel, City Rd., 

Hulme, Manchester. 

Irish Songs & Dances. Adm. 1/- 1 

"The spl i t ters who at present domina t e 
the ant i -Par t i t ion League, consciously or 
unconsciously, a re doing the d i r ty work 
of Churchil l a n d Sir Basil Brooke. We 
appeal to the hundreds of t h o u s a n d s of 
I r i sh exiles in Br i ta in to redouble the i r 
struggle for uni ty outside as well a s inside 
Ireland." 

UNITE IRISH 
The widespread support which exists f o r 

this Connolly Association policy of "un i t e 
all I r i shmen aga ins t Imper ia l i sm" is 
shown by the act ion taken by individuals 
and organisat ions inside as well as outs ide 
the ant i -Par t i t ion League. 

Norwood B r a n c h of the League p u t for-
ward a resolution a t the a n n u a l Confer -
ence calling upon t h e League " to t ake the 
initiative in calling a conference of all 
I r i sh organisat ions in Br i ta in who agree 
t h a t par t i t ion and the cont inued occupa-
tion of the six nor th-eas tern count ies of 
I re land is a grave wrong." T h i s resolu-
tion was ruled out of order. 

Moss Side Branch, Manchester , pu t 
forward th ree resolution: 

(1) T h a t t h e League uni te with all 
o ther Irish organisat ions in a f inal effort 
to end Par t i t ion. 

(2) T h a t there should be n o b a r g a i n 
over Par t i t ion a n d t h a t Conference 
should direct i ts members n o t to m a k e 
public s t a t e m e n t s t h a t we will compro-
mise o r ba r t e r our independence in any 
way. 

(3) T h a t t he League sp read its pro-
paganda among t rade unions. 
These three resolutions never got on 

the agenda, t he secretary of t h e Moss Side 
b ranch being informed t h a t t h e y arr ived 
too late for inclusion. 

MANCHESTER APPEAL 

When the resolution bann ing Connolly 
Association members f rom t h e League 
came t o be discussed a t t he Confe rence 
there was s t rong opposition f r o m dele-
gates f rom Manchester , London a n d Liver-
pool. 

Mr. D. Kilcommins, Manchester , who i s 
an executive member of the Connol ly As-
sociation as well as M a n c h e s t e r Area 
Organiser of the Anti -Par t i t ion League, 
said there was noth ing incompat ib le be-
tween membersh ip of the two organisa-
tions. He had worked ha rd for t h e League, 
and was willing to cont inue doing so. 

The Connolly Association took d ic ta t ion 
f rom no one. It was composed of pa t r io t ic 
Ir ishmen who followed the pr inc ip les of 
J a m e s Connolly. 

Who could deny t h a t those pr inciples 
were needed in I r e l and to-day? W h e n Ire-
land was uni ted he hoped to see Cathol ics 
and Pro tes tan ts , Socialists a n d C o m m u n -
ists living peaceful ly side by side. 

Mr. G. Harr ington , Norwood, London, 
asked if he wrote to or r e a d t h e " I r i s h 
Democra t" would h e be expelled. He h a d 
of ten wri t ten to t h a t paper, a n d h a d full" 
f reedom to express his views in its col-
umns. 

LIP SERVICE 
Mr. McGinnlty, Liverpool, sa id h e w a s 

a shamed to see how ca re fu l de legates 
were not to e m b a r r a s s the Br i t i sh Govern-
m e n t but they were eager to m a k e enemies 
of the Connolly Association, in w h i c h were 
some of the finest I r i shmen. De lega tes 
Were mak ing fools of themselves a n d do-
ing the work of the enemies of I r e l a n d by 
paying lip-service t o J a m e s Connol ly a n d 
yet expelling h i s followers. 

Moving the resolut ion for expuls ion, Mr. 
McHugh, Liverpool, a d m i t t e d t h a t Mr . 
Kilcommins ' work in t h e L e a g u e w a s out-
s tanding, a n d t h a t he ce r t a in ly h a d i h e 
cause of I r e l a n d a t hea r t . H e w u s o r t y 
Ki lcommins h a d Joined the Connol ly As-
sociation. „ ,. 

Rev. Ft. Casey said t h a t by p u r s u i n g 
t h e policy of J a m e s Connolly you eife£tu> 
ally reached Marx i sm. 



2 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT June, 1951 

General Election Commentary by Charles Drennan 

IS THE WEST ASLEEP ? 
' T H E R E may be an election campaign in 

the West, but there is no election. 
What there is, is a ballot between Tweedle-
dum and five tweedledees. to decide who 
is going to twiddle the fiddle, the worker 
and small farmer is paying for, but not 
calling the tune. 

I have asked every man. woman and 
child I met. "There is an "election" in 
these parts. Now can you tell me. what is 
it you are called upon to decide?" Not a 
man but answered, "I do not know." 

In a public house I watched the bus-
loader from Achill come in for a drink on 
the way to Westport and work in England. 
They are allowed a "quick one" in the 
early morning. Election? Ach! well, the 
turf is cut, though the potatoes went in 

£1 worth 10/6 
—Continued from Rage One 

McGilligan, Minister of Finance, in his 
Budget speech. He said: 

"As our agricultural output was still 
not above pre-war and our exports were 
only at pre-war level, one might wonder 
whether we could sustain such a greatly 
improved s tandard of living as we en-
joyed in 1950. This was the crucial 
question. 

Industrial output had increased and 
the tourist trade had developed since 
1938, so that it h a d become a mainstay 
of our economy. But a full answer to 
the question whether, as a nation, we 
were living beyond our means depended 
on consideration of our balance of pay-
ments, present and prospective. 

Our external credits were far from in-
exhaustible; they could be used up now-
only at the expense of the future un les^ 
used for productive purposes. 

I t was provisionally estimated tha t 
there was a deficit last year in the bal-
ance of payments of about £30 million, 
compared with £10 million in 1949, and 
£20 million in 1948." 

WAGE-EARNERS SUFFER 
A somewhat less gloomy picture is given y e a r s S1"cf_ 

for industry and housing in which output 
has been steadily rising since the war. 
Industrial output is now officially esti-
mated to be 40 per cent above pre-war 
level. Over 12,100 houses—surpassing the 
previous record of 11,600 in 1938-39—were 
built in Eire last year. Electrical output 
has risen from 407 million units in 1940 to 
785 million in 1950. 

Whether this post-war boom in manu-
facturing and construction will continue 
is another matter . The present wild in-
flation may just as easily turn into world-
wide deflation, leading to a catastrophic 
slump in industrial as well as food prices. 

And wage-earners are not being slow 
to point out that- the-present boom mainly 
benefits those who own property. The 
man or woman who has nothing to sell but 
his labour power loses ground continu-
ously. 

Marshall Aid, which totalled over £50 
millions (or 145 million dollars) during 
the last three years has now been stopped 

* to Eire. I t was revealed recently in the 
Dail that out of an estimate of £3,100,000 
for land reclamation financed by this Aid 
only £566,000 was spent, and of this 
amount £223,000 went on salaries, travel-
ling expenses, advertisements, etc. 

So much for helping the poor fa rmer! 

late and there's no growth thanks to the 
weather. The election . . . thank God 
there's plenty of work beyond and prices 
are holding up behind. 

In the evening comes the news. Is Cos-
tello going to speak? No. There has been 
a serious drowning accident in Achill. 
Then .comes Korea—voices are raised and 
the talk continues. The radio goes off be-
fore the election news comes on. 

HPHE candidates do their best, poor 
J - things. In Kiltimagh I listened to 
Cafferky and Commons, after last Mass. 
A fair crowd gathered round. There was 
no heckling, no questions, and a little 
polite applause. 

I almost decided to settle down at once 
in Mayo provided these gentlemen are re-
turned. It is an earthly paradise while 
Clann na Talmhain are in the Govern-
ment. 

The price of pigs is high, and that ' s why 
rashers are plentiful in the hotels and not 
much eaten elsewhere. The price of every-
thing is high. But "you've only to buy 
what you want," Commons tells the small 
farmers, while the working people shuffle 
a lot. And the land is being rapidly di-
vided up—that's why there was a cattle-
drive at Newport last week. Drainage is 
being done—and all the farmers below 
the scheme are up in arms and those 
above it are "on the pig's back." Local 
issues, debating points, window dressing— 
but no policy. 

De Valera was heckled in Ballina. He 
travels around with bus-loads of hand-
clappers these days. In a certain village 
the shop-keepers favour Fianna Fail. "But 
we're in difficulties," said the proprietor's 
wife, "there's such a nice man going for 
Fine Gael." 

* * # 

r p H E R E will be a low poll. The Browne 
J - issue has not touched the West. 
Neither has any other issue. The election 
will not even bring education. In Dublin 
the Irish Workers' League has Mick 
O'Riordan as a candidate, just about 20 

old Jim Larkin stood on the 
same ticket. 

The newspapers describe O'Riordan as 
an "Independent." 

This is a cunning trick to rob his candi-
dature of its National value. I t appears to 
have a purely personal Significance when 

in this way the capitalist press know well 
how to play a thing down. But for all that 
there are men in Connaught who hailed 
the new departure with delight and seni 
their subscriptions to the election fund. 

What will happen? A few points can 
be given. 

* * * 

IjUANNA FAIL is no longer seen as a 
* progressive party. De Valera has los'. 

his magic. The declaration of the Repub-
lic (moryah!) by his opponents have 
shown him like a leafless tree. It was a 
clever move. The holding of the election 
now, has deprived him of an issue to 
fight on. By the same token it makes the 
election a meaningless waste of money, 
and creates a political vacuum, which De 
Valera's more astute policy would have 
best fitted. You cannot maintain a poli-
tical vacuum. You cannot keep on hav-
ing elections about nothing. Only one 
form of social protest will remain. Under 
the surface this idea is steadily gaining 
ground. The old parties will find them-
selves on a volcano. 

# * * 
"TiHE effect of coalition before an elec-
J - tion is another factor. The second 
and later preferences will be given to the 
smaller parties to Fine Gael ra ther than 
to Fianna Fail. Mr. Commons, who made 
Mr. Ruane Chairman of the Mayo County 
Council may find Ruane ousting Commons 
from the Dail. But Commons thinks Ru-
ane will take Fianna Fail's votes only. 
The feat of Fine Gael has been dissipated 
so we can expect Fine Gael to gain, the 
small parties to lose, and F ianna Fail to 
hold its strength. Nobody expects a land-
slide. The "floating vote," the indespen-
sable "pendulum" will decide this election. 
It is no more an election than the sweep. 

The least tha t can be hoped for is that 
some of the members of smaller parties 
who are a bit better than the others will 
be returned—Browne, Larkin, Smith-Car-
roll—and of course—the Workers' League 
candidate—O'Riordan. 

IiHE object oLthis election is to keep the 
people quiet for another three years 

while the capitalists and big farmers en-
joy their record profits. They look like 
succeeding. But it may well be the last 
time they will. 

Keep Ireland out of War 
PROTESTS were made by widely differ-

ing groups in Ireland last month 
against the country being involved in Im-
perialist war plans. 

The Irish Anti-Partition Association has 
sent a message to the Canadian Prime 
Minister protesting against the reported 
sending-of a Canadian Air Force unit to 
the Six Counties on the 28th of this 
month for British anti-submarine exer-
cises. 

PARSONS FOR PEACE 
The message stated: "Our country :s 

divided and partly occupied by English 
forces, and we cannot see any difference 
between the country that maintains such 
an iniquitous police statelet and any 
other country which chooses to utilise 
our territory to train forces professedly 

for the defence of freedom in other coun-
tries." 

Later, pickets paraded outside the Bri-
tish and Canadian Embassies in Dublin. 

Describing themselves as members of a 
Church of Ireland Peace Fellowship, 
Canon H. M. Harriss, Canon E. W. Green-
ing and the Rev. H. J. L. Armstrong, 
Howth Rectory, have sent a circular to 
each candidate for the Dail and Senate 
asking for declaration tha t "the Repub-
lic will not be sold into the Atlantic 
Pact, but will be kept strictly neutral in 
an effort to avoid the sin of war and help 
to restore confidence between the nations." 

The circular also declares: We regard 
as immoral any attempt to offer our ad-
herence to the Atlantic Pact in exchange 
for the political unification of this island." 

IN 
INTERESTING reminiscences of how the 

Irish helped to build the Labour move-
ment In America are contained In a recent 
issue of the New York "Worker." Written 
by Katherine Plynn, they discuss the 
activities of William Foster, Eugene Dennis 
and Elizabeth Qurley Flynn, three leaders 
of Irish descent of the American Com-
munist Party now being persecuted by the 
U.8. Government, and describe the early 
history of the Labour movement In 
America, beginning with the Molly 
Maguires. 

The Molly Magulres were supposed to be 
a secret society who perpetrated acta of 
violence In and round Pennsylvania In 
connection with tbe coal miners and their 
strike tn It79. As a matter of fact, no 
such organisation ever existed. It was a 
name attached by the mine owners to the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians. 

• • • 

FTRICK J. MAOUIRE was the founder 
of Labour Day. He also organised 

the Brotherhood of Carpenters and 

Joiners in 1881. He was active Into the 
A.F. of L. and was at one time a member 
of the Socialist Labour Party. He spon-
sored Labour Day at the first meeting of 
New York's new Central Labour Union in 
May, 1882. 

j . P. McDonnel was a member of the 
Workingman's Party, and edited Its paper. 
He was associated with Karl Marx and the 
First International before he went to 
America. Here he helped to organise the 
New York State Federation of Trades and 
Labour Unions in 1863, of which he was 
chairman for 15 years. 

The Irish were In the S.T. & L A. 
(Socialist Trade and Labour Alliance). 
Also they were In large numbers In the 
American Labour Unions and the Knights 
of Labour. My uncles, Plynns and Our-
leys, had belonged to the "Knight*," also 
my father. The Irish had been in the 
early A.F. of L. unions and In the I.W.W. 

In 1892, In the Homstead Steel Strike, 
several Irish workers were among those 
killed by the guards. Their names are on 
a monument. 

Kate Mullaney, appointed by the Presi-
dent of the National Labour Union, Wil-
liam Sylvls in 1868, was the first official 
woman labour organiser In the country. 
Later Leonora O'Reilly was an organiser 
of the Knights of Labour. 

* * • 

in^HE Irish Socialist Federation was 
J- organised in our house, 511 E. 134th 
St., Bronx, by James Connolly, about 1908. 
He organised It In answer to Mayor 
McClellan's statement that "There are 
Jewish Socialists, Russian Socialists, 
Italian Socialists, but thank God: there 
ar no Irish Socialists!" We showed him 
there were! 

James Connolly was the organiser and 
although I was very young I was secretary. 
Its purpose was to do propaganda and 
educational work among the IrtBh. We 
held street meetings and Siinday night 
forums which were very well attended, 
and published the magazine "The Harp," 
edited by James Connolly. After he went 
back to Ireland In 1010, we carried on the 
work for several years. 

Catholics 
Against 
Franco 

By ALEC DIGGES 
r | i H E decision of the Catholic Spanish 
J- workers' newspaper, "Tu," voluntarily 
to suspend publication on being refused 
permission by the Franco censorship to 
print an article denying that the recent 
General Strike in Barcelona was called for 
political motives by Communists outside 
Spain, comes as a further reminder that 
Franco's dictatorship is by no means, as 
Irishmen have been encouraged to believe, 
identical with Catholicity. 

A further signficance is added to this 
decision when it is recalled that "Tu" to-
gether with "Ecclesia," Catholic Action 
organ, and "Signo," Catholic Youth paper, 
were formerly exempt from the rigid cen-
sorship imposed on some 400 newspapers 
and magazines printed inside Spain by 
priests, religious orders and Catholic 
Action groups. It was to this censorship 
Cardinal Pla, the Primate of Spain, re-
ferred when he wrote in a pastoral letter, 
"We cannot have a licentious and corrupt 
Press, we cannot have a Press linked to 
State totalitarianism." This censorship, 
further added Cardinal Pla, was a direct 
violatin of Article 12 of the Spanish Char-
ter. 

As recently as May 14th, the censorship 
authorities forbade publication of the 
fourth of a series of lectures by Dr. Her-
rura, Bishop of Malaga. The lecture out-
lined the Papal teachings on the freedom 
of the Press. 

Strike Success 
The outstanding success and u n i t y 

achieved in the developing strike move-
ment inside Spain against Franco's regime 
of hunger and war focuses attention 
sharply on that aspect of Catholic teach-
ing which insists that should all other 
methods fail the people have a legitimate 
right to combine together for the forcible 
overthrow of an unjust government. 

Starting with the 300,000 strong General 
Strike of protest against Franco's regime 
in Barcelona, the wave of strike move-
ments spreading throughout the length 
and breadth of Spain has now embraced 
over 1,000,000 workers. In Barcelona, 
Madrid, Manresa, San Sebastian, Bilbao 
and Pamplona, Spanish workers irrespec-
tive of creed or political affiliation are com-
bining together in a new unity directed 
towards the mobilisation of the Spanish 
people for the restoration of democracy 
inside Spain. 

In Bilbao and in Pamplona particularly 
where the overwhelming majority of the 
workers are Catholics, these strikes are be-
ing met with the most brutal repression. 
In Pamplona, Franco's police in cold blood 
shot down women strikers, wounding three. 

It will be recalled, too, that the perse-
cution and Jiurder of thousands of Basque 
Catholics, many of them priests, who 
fought as Republicans for their national 
independence against Franco's mercenary 
armies of Moors and German-Italian fas-
cists during the Civil War was one of the 
bloodiest pages of Franco's unsavoury his-
tory, and one for which he will never be 
forgiven by the Basque people. 

Unity Against Fascism 
Basil Davidson, staff correspondent of 

"The New Statesman and Nation," writing 
in "Report on Spain," a recently published 
pamphlet, as a result of an extensive tour 
and Investigation of Franco's regime, 
makes the interesting comment that, des-
pite Franco's repeated efforts to present 
hlms^f as a champion of the Catholic re-
ligion, he has failed completely In his re-
peated attempts to conclude a Concordat 
with the Vatican, and is in the extraor-
dinary position of having no regularised 
relations with Rome despite the fact that 
by 1941 there were 24 Spanish see« vacant. 
Many Catholic Bishops, he stresses, notice-
ably the Bishop of Seville, are regularly 
critical of Franco's regime. 

But it Is in the hundreds of thousand!: 
of Catholic Spanish workers who to-day 
in the rourse of might struggles, are creat-
ing the basis of unity together with Span-
ish Socialists, Communists, and all demo-
cratic forces, that the hope and the pro-
mise of restoring democracy Inside Spain 
lies. 

War ani» poverty are cruel taskmasters. 
They make no distinction between Catholic 
or Socialist, Republican or Communist. 
The Spanish people during 12 y«ar* of in-
describable hardship and starvation have 
learned a hard lesson, from which we in 
Irtfcmd might do well to prtflt . It Is this. 
t'nHed the people are iaviiielMe. Divided 
they *M the prty af landlords, p^rerty and 
war. The great victory W the Barcelona 
General Strike is oaly a beginning. To-day 
It U Barcelona, Madrid and Bilbao—to-
morrow it will be Spain. 

mam 
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GORKI— A Great 
Humanist 

A N important article by Paul O'Higgms. 
a * appeared recently in the "Irish Demo-

crat" deploring the fact that the older 
generation of Irish writers had offered no 
resistance to the flood of American maga-
zines and periodicals. These writers are, 
on the contrary, trying to whitewash this 
alien "culture." It is interesting to com-
pare their subservient attitude with the 
s tand Maxim Gorky took against all forms 
of oppression which threatened his own 
people. A number of his books are at pre-
sent available. "Mother," "Childhood" 
(Colletts, 7/6), "Pamphlets and Speeches" 
and "Literature and Life." 

In "Literature and Life" or any of the 
semi-autobiographical stories, the average 
Ir ish worker who helped to build the Fes-
tival site will recognise a man like him-
self. who worked at every and any job; a 
man who wandered through many coun-
tries mixing with all classes and types in-
cluding t ramps and amiable rogues, the 
victims of capitalist society. 

The Ir ish worker, who is drawn into 
Trade Unions and allied organisations, 
seeing in these his only salvation from 
the system which exploits him, will find 
an affinity with Gorky. When Gorky ex-
changed his shovel for a pen, he was all 
the more strenuous in his fight for free-
dom ior his people. 

REAL PEOPLE 
Irish writers, whether they have their 

heads in the clouds or whether they see 
life realistically, will observe that Gorky's 
greatness is due to the great love he had 
for his own people. The comparative in-
significance of contemporary Irish writing 
is due to the fact that the writers have 
little contact with the lives of real people, 
or contemporary struggles in politics, reli-
gion and so forth. 

Gorky's consciousness of the evils of 
capitalism are particularly noticeable In 
such works as "Childhood" and "Mother" 
yet these works lose nothing of their 
lyrical beauty, or richness in character 
for their having a political motive. Gorky's 
Socialism gives a thousand times more 
force and reality to the incidents and 
characters he creates. 

Any student of Marxist writing knows 
tha t Capitalism in the countryside has the 
effect of making farmers and owners of 
small businesses brutally exploit their own 
children and poorer relations. (This is not 
uncommon in rural Ireland.) In "Child-
hood," Gorky shows tfte tragic outcome 
of such exploitation. The children and 
brothers of the old grandfather, the owner 
of the dyeing business, hate him and each 
other and spend their lives in a perpetual 
round of quarrelling, drinking and play-
ing brutal and grotesque jokes. Their 
greed eventually causes the destruction of 
the business and the ruin of all con-
cerned. 

To conclude, I give a brief quotation 
from Gorky's "Articles and Pamphlets" 
which I think is particularly apt at pre-
sent: 

"In the process of decay ana disin-
tegration of the dominating class of 
modern Europe, the bourgeois intelligent-
sia plays a strange and sad role. 'Like 
clings to like,' of course, and in defend-
ing an obsolescent culture, the intelli-
gentsia is defending the power of its class. 
Technologically as well as ideologically, 
this power has always been served, and is 
still served to-day, by more or less highly 
qualified intellectuals." 

GERRARD CURRAN 

T H E W I L D E I R I S H M A N 
( )VER half-a-centurv h a s n o w 

elapsed since Oscar Wilde died, 
leaving his works to posterity and his 
life to innumerable biographers. 

The Victorian conception of Wilde 
as an exhibitionist and an apostle of 
vice wi th a talent for playwrit ing 
dies ha rd ; there were many sides to 
his character , but that complex figure 
can scarcely be summarised in a short 
article. 

Wilde was born in Dublin, the son 
of a f amous surgeon and the bri l l iant 
though eccentric lady who wrote un-
der the name of "Speranza." Her 
art icle in "The Nation - ' during the 
1848 rebellion led to the paper 's sup-
pression and the trial of Gavan Duffy. 
Her book, "Ancient Irish Legends," 
did much to keep alive the Celtic lore 
and tradit ion which English ru le 
near ly destroyed. 

Oscar Wilde himself wrote several 
articles against British policy in Ireland 
and supported various rebels, though he 
was fundamentally internationalistic in 
outlook. He went to Trinity College, Dub-
lin, and later Oxford. He visited Rome 
and nearly became a Catholic; went to 
Greece and was confirmed in his pagan-
ism; toured America lecturing—"America 
has never been discovered, only detected" 
—he once said, and returned to London 
where his wit and charm led, as he would 
have expressed it, to his rise to the ranks 
of the aristocracy: everyone issued invi-
tations to the man who was probably the 
greatest conversationalist who ever lived. 

"He put his talent into his works, his 
genius into his talk." Frank Harris ob-
served. But Wilde was no snob, for as W. 
B. Yeats explained: " . . . I would not say 
that . England is a strange country to the 
Irish. To Wilde the aristocrats of England 
were like the nobles of Baghdad. 

were achieving a dominant position in the 
English world of letters, and il was a 
talent scout from Galway, Frank Harris, 
who claimed to have "discovered" both 
Wilde and Shaw, both of whom appeared 
in his journals. When Harris once de-
clared that he too had been invited to all 
the big houses, Oscar replied: "Yes, Frank 
—once." Harris, a rather shady character 
who wrote an unt ru thfu l biography of 
Wilde, was yet one of the most colourful 
characters of that glittering age. 

SOUL OF MAN 
J 1 HOUGH dazzled by the Ali Babas 

Wilde soon pierced the parasitism a n a 
hollowness of the ruling class. "The 
nobility," he said, "are nothing but exag-
gerated farmers." Burke's Peerage he de-
fined as "the best thing in fiction the 
English have done." His best known epi-
gram sums up his view of that class "The 
English country gentleman galloping af te r 
a fox—the unspeakable in pursuit of the 
uneatable." Neither could his essay "The 
Soul of Man Under Socialism" have en-
deared him to the Upper Orders. This 
work was never popular in the English 
Labour Movement, possibly because H 
opposed reformist politicians and Fabian-
ism. Wilde did not believe in charity, 
which "creates a multitude of sins," or 
buying off the poor by doles. He stressed 
that Socialism does not destroy individual-
ism but leads to it. "The real weakness 
of England lies . . . in the fact that her 
ideas are emotional and not intellectual. 
This easay sold in millions in Central and 
Eastern Europe, including Russia. Wilde 
was deeply interested in the revolution-
ary movement in this latter country, and 
wrote a play on this theme, although for 
political reasons it was never produced, 
while he championed rebels and anarchists 
everywhere. 

During this period the "literary Irish" 

R E B E L 
W I L D E rose to the heights of fame and 

riches with his four comedies in one 
of which "An Ideal Husband" he dares to 
suggest that an English cabinet minister 
could be guilty of corruption. It was when 
"The Importance of Being Earnest" was 

by FLEMISH' 
running—a play which is one of the great-
est comedies in the English language— 
that the storm burst. 

Wilde was a social anarchist, a rebel 
against the conventions and shams of his 
time; he preached the creed "Nothing 
succeeds like excess." He unfortunately 
took his own joke seriously, followed by a 
horde of disciples who believed one found 
more pleasure in violating the moral law 
than in the deed itself. Undoubtedly, If 
"abstinence" were regarded as a sin there 
would b? many who, against their own de-
sires, would practice it. Wilde, living for 
pleasure and dedicated to self-indulgence 
was accused of homo sexuality. Although 
lawless, he invoked the aid of the law in 
a libel suit against the Marquess of 
Queens berry; the verbal battle between 
Wilde and Sir Edward Carson (later to 
achieve notoriety in another sphere), is 
famed in legal history, and although the 
honours of wit in this went to Wilde, he 
lost the case, thus technically becoming 
guilty. 

Wilde indeed could have fled the coun-
try, but did not take the chance. The 
authorities were unwilling to try a man 
from Society, fearing tha t a chain reac-
tion would be set up, implicating the high-
est of the land; half of London Society, 
including generals, ex-cabinet ministers 
and the like hastened over to the Conti-
nent. Whatever they sought to conceal 
they had at least observed the eleventh 
commandment. But Wilde's mother, who 
felt that in some way Oscar symbolised 

Ireland against English tyranny, per-
suaded him to remain; or it may well have 
been, as Shaw stated "Oscar was too proud 
to run away from a fight." Wilde all his 
life had a fatalistic feeling of disaster; he 
argued that all great men became failures 
and that failure itself is a noble destiny. 
When he said of the Irish "We are a 
nation of failures" he must too have been 
thinking of all the defeats suffered by 
Irish patriots, through Ireland's gloomiest 
century—the 19th, culminating in the 
downfall of Parnell. Thus Wilde faced his 
second and third trials with little hope, 
and though the case against him rested 
on perjured evidence he was sentenced to 
two years' imprisonment—what was in 
effect for him a sentence of death. 

* * # 

G A O L 
T N prison Wilde was popular with con-

victs and wardens alike, some of whom 
he helped on release. He wrote his reli-
gious work "De Profundis," an elaborate 
confession in which he made good resolu-
tions for the future, although like many 
confessional promises they were never 
kept. 

Wilde left prison a broken man, though 
he remained as witty as ever. When asked 
to write a comedy in his old style he asked 
"How could I write a play about people 
who have betrayed me?" Yet, Christ-like, 
he forgave all those who aided in his 
downfall, and wrote that great poem "The 
Ballad of Reading Gaol" which is much 
more than a description of the horrors of 
prison life. 

"In it," G. K. Chesterton said, "we hear 
a cry for- common Justice and brotherhood 
very much deeper, more democratic and 
more true to the read trend of the populace 
to-day, than anything tbe socialists 
jittered, even in the boldest pages of 
Bernard Shaw." 

Wilde died in November 1900, fifty years 
t o the month before his great contempor-
ary a n d fellow-cltiaen, Bernard Shaw. 
"The English," h e explained, "could not 
bear m e surviving into the twentieth cen-
tury." Realising he lacked the money to 
pay his-funeral expenses he jested, a t (toe 
point of death: "I am dying beyond my 
means." 

i 

His best works have become, now that 
the copyright has expired, English classics 
and his minor ones can well be termed 
secondary classics, ba t had no trial oc-
curred he would haye surpassed his best; 
tha t is the real tragedy of the m a n who 
was betrayed by the class which.charac- • 
teristically betrayed whole nations in its 
lust for wealth and power. 

IRISH BOOKS IN BRIEF 

'STOP DRIFT TO WAR' 
IIJW 

IN READING GAOL BY READING TOWN 
1 THERE IS A PIT OF SHAME, 
AND IN IT LIES A WRETCHED MAN 

EATEN BY TEETH OF FLAME, 
IN A BURNING WINDING-SHEET HE LIES 

AND HIS GRAVE HAS GOT NO NAME. 

A N D THESE. TILL CHRIST CALL FORTH THE DEAD 
* * IN SILENCE LET HIM LIE : 
NO NEED TO WA8TE THE FOOLISH TEAR, 

OR HEAVE THE WINDY 8IGH : 
THE MAN HAD KILLED THE THING HE LOVED, 

AND SO HE HAD TO DIE. 

A N D ALL MEN KILL THE THING THEY LOVE, 
m , B Y ALL LET THIS BE HEARD, 
SOME DO IT WITH A BITTER LOOK 

SOME WITH A FLATTERING WORD, 
THE COWARD DOES IT WITH A KISS, 

THE BRAVE MAN WITH A SWORD! 
—Oscar Wilde. 

WELVE well-known writers, including 
two Irishmen, have issued a call for 

world peace. "We writers believe that our 
civilisation is unlikely to survive another 
world war," says their statement. "As 
writers we want peace, and through our 
work will try to get it; and we pledge our-
selves to encourage an international settle-
ment through peaceful negotiations. We 
condemn writing liable to sharpen the ex-
isting dangers and hatreds. As signatories 
we are associated with no political move-
ment, party or religious, belief, but are solely 
concerned with trying to stop the drift to 
war." 

The statement is signed by: 
A. E. Coppard, essayist and short-story 

writer; Alex Comfort, poet; Sean O'Casey, 
dramatist and poet; Christopher Fry, author 
of "The Lady's Not For Burning," "Ring 
Round the Moon," and other contemporary 
stage successes; Laurence Houseman, poet 
and playwright; Roger MacDougall, play-
wright. author of "To Dorothy, a Son" and 
"MacAdam and Eve"; Compton Mackenzie, 
novelist and historian; Herbert Read, art 
critic. 

Siegfried Sassoon. the poet whose bitter 
anti-war poems published after World War I 
won him world renown; Sheila Kaye-8ralth, 
novelist and the only woman among the 13 
signatories; L. A. O. Strong,jjoveltot; Frank 
Swinnerton, novelist. 

BOOKS and publications recently received 
by the "Irish Democrat" include Irish 

Poets of the Nineteenth Century, edited by 
Geoffrey Taylor (Routiedge, 12/«); The 
Worker's Republic, by James Connolly, (At 
the Sign of the Three Candles, 7/0); The 
General Strike, by John Murray (Lawrence 
and Wishart, 7/6); Rise like Lions, by Wil-
liam Gallacher (Lawrence *fc Wishart, 8/6); 
Hungary Builds a New Education, by 
Morris (Hungarian News Service, ®d.); Con-

I noliy, a special commemoration leaflet (Irish 
[ Labour Party, 3d.); James Connolly, a com-
memoration programme (New York. Connolly 
Association); One Equals Two, a study in 
Gerrymandering (An tl-partition Confer-
ence,- Dwblin); Annual Reports of the Con-
gress of Irish Unions and the Irish Trade 
Union Congress for 1950, and Easter Rising 
Memorial Issue (Poetry ifeland 2/-) * * « 
T R I S H writers, browbeaten by a strict cen-
1 sorshlp and libel laws, wUl be Inter-

ested to hear of the literary oontrovemy raft-
ing in Australia about a novel called "Power 
Without Glory." Written by a tveviouslyun-
known worker, Flank Hardy, It tetl* a story 
of bribery, corruption and violence in Am-
traiian polities and big business circles, The 
book created a sensation when pubtta 
and the author has aiane bean sued for i 
by a Melbourne mttttanatoe. Though t h e ) 
has had ( • be w t t h d ^ a n 
it has had * huge 
dilation. 
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Ron lid and 
About 

with G E R A R D C U R R A N 
• V I t h e n I WHS only a wee girl." said Mrs. 

' » Jean Dokes l'rom Belfast, now liv-
ing with her son and husband in Kilburn. 
"X worked a 50-hour week in the mills in 
Cowen Street. James Connolly was then 
campaigning lor a 44-hour week lor the 
mill girls." 

Mrs. Dokes described how Connolly used 
to have meetings on the corner of Conway 
Street, surrounded by mill girls. She des-
cribed him as a very serious and sincere 
speaker and she and the girls would listen 
spellbound till he grew hoarse and had to 
stop. The leader of the mill girls, May 
Galway, a woman of 50, used also to speak 
at the meetings. 

Mrs. Dokes described how one of Con-
nolly's daughters ied the local group of 
the Fianna Girl Guides on route marches. 
The Girl Guides were then a national or-
ganisation under the leadership of the 
famous Countess Markevitch. Connolly's 
other daughter used to teach the girls 
first-aid. 
Mrs. Dokcs also remembers how Archie 
Heron used to wait outside the Church for 
Miss Connolly on Sundays a f te r Mass. 
They later married and settled down in 
Dublin. 

Mr. Dokes has had 20 years' experience 
in the Labour movement in the North. 
They are both deeply interested in the 
Connolly Association and will be soon join-
ing us. 

"I'd like to be with my own folk and 
especially I'd like to meet working-class 
people from Belfast," was Mrs. Dokes' last 
remark. 

* * * 

JACK BENNETT, our correspondent in 
Prague, well remembered for his bril-

liant exposure of the lies about the treat-
ment of Nuns in Czechoslovakia, has re-
cently returned with his wife and daugh-
ter Helen. After his first-hand experience 
of Socialism, Connolly Association mem-
bers look forward to talks f rom Jack on all 
aspects of the situation there. 

Jack's sister-in-law, Kathleen Quinn, has 
also just come back af ter spending two 
years travelling throughout Eastern Eur-
ope. She worked as a shorthand-typist for 
the International Union of Students . This 
attractive young girl enjoyed her stay be-
hind the so-called Iron Curtain very well. 
The Czechs even allowed her to keep her 
musical Belfast accent. Kathleen is now 
an active member of the Connolly Associa-
tion. 

<# * * 

MR. Tom Durkin's fine article on an-
other page about the work of the Irish 

on London's South Bank Festival site re-
minds me that two other Ir ishmen played 
a big part in building trade union solidar-
ity on tha t job. They are Mr. Alf Venen-
cia, who was well-known in the Dublin 
youth movement, and Mr. Br ian Behan, 
formerly prominent in the Irish Workers' 
League. Mr. Behan is now on a visit to 
China along with Mr»Tom Aheran of St. 
Pancras as members of a delegation organ-
ised by the British-China Friendship Asso-
ciation. 

DEMOCRAT SPORTS REVIEW 
G.A.A. by Des. Barry 

FAST GAME AT 
MITCHAM 

A FTEK one of (lie fastest games I have 
seen Tipperary beat Galway by 1-12 to 

3-3 at Mite ham Stadium, London, on Whit 
Monday. 

The ball was thrown in by Bishop 
Cowderoy of Southwark before a crowd of 
10.000. 

Tipperary started to the attack and very-
soon Phil Shanagan sent over for a point, 
and soon two more points were added and 
Sarnmon pointed for Galway. . S. Kenny 
pointed for Tipperary and J . Gallagher added 
a goal for Galway. More points were added 
for Tipperary per S. Kenny. P. Kenny, E. 
Rysfn and S. Kenny put them further ahead. 
Half-time scores were Tipperary 1-7, Galway 
1-1 . 

After ten minutes Mclnerey added a goal 
for Galway; Galway put a spurt on and 
soon the same player added a further goal. 
P. Kenny and S. Kenny added a point each 
for Tipperary. Sammon and Gallagher 
added a point each for Galway and Tippcr-
ary took the lead when P. Shanaghan sent 
over. P. Kenny and S. Kenny added fur ther 
points ofr Tipperary to win the game by 1-12 
to Galway's 3 goals 3 points. 

At the same venue St. Joseph's b e a ^ S t . 
Senati's by 2 goals 4 points to 1-5 in the 
London Football League. 

GALWAY BEAT MAYO 
At the Tuam Stadium Galway retained 

the Cahill Cup when they beat Mayo by 0-11 
to 2-3. 

Kildare registered a double at Carlow 
when they defeated Wicklow in both the 
Leinster Senior and the Leinster Junior minor 
Football Championship. 

In the Senior match Wicklow put a scare 
into the Kildare team by taking and holding 
the lead for 20 minutes. Half-time score: 

1 Kildare 1-3, Wicklow 1-2. In the second half 
Kildare got a grip on the game and eventually 
won by 2-9 to Wicklow 1-3. 

Kildare easily beat the Wicklow minors by 
5-7 to 2-5. 

Clare easily beat the Galway scratch team 
by 7-7 to 0-2 in the Cusack Shield Senior 
Hurling. The Galway teain were putt ing 
up a grand fight against Tipperary in Lon-
don. 

Kilkenny defeated Meath by 7-9 to 5-6 in 
the Leinster Junior Hurling Semi-final a t 
Kilkenny. 

In a very exciting match Limerick defeated 
Tipperary by 4-7 to 4-3 in the Cusack Shield. 

In the Ulster Junior Football championship 
at Armagh Lurgan defeated Down by 3-6 
to 0-6. 

In a Senior football challenge game Kerry-
beat Louth by 2-11 to 1-10. 

FASTEST GAMES 
During the game at Mitcham I met Bill 

McGowan of the "Evening News." Bill told 
me it was his first time ever to see a hurling 

(Continued in Next Column) 

RACING by McGinty 

HORSES TO 
FOLLOW IN JUNE 
HERE are my 12 horses to follow for June 

and I hope will show as much profit 
as my 11 last month. Follow the .same sys-
tem as 1 set out last month, that is, £ 1 each 
way every time they run and when two or 
three run the same day, have cross doubles 
and single bet as well:— 

Keepat.woatwo, Tancred, Fair Seller, Chief 
Justice. Ki Ming, Saved, Abadan, Backtor, 
Par Avon. North Carolina, Prince Hamlet, 
Chinese Cracker. 

V40 PROFIT 
The horses I gave to follow showed a 

good profit of £40 12s. 8d. at the time of 
going to Press. 

Winners included North Carolina (won at 
10-1 and 5-1), Fair Seller (won at 6-4 and 
1-5), and Tancred (won at 11-8). Other tips 
were Keepatwoatwo (second at 11-4), North 
Carolina (10-1) and Tancred (11-8). Saved, 
beaten, ran the same day, which gave three 
cross doubles, of which one double came up. 
Here is the table of wins and horses so far: 

Wins £ s. d. 
NORTH CAROLINA 6 5 0 
TANCRED 12 10 0 
FAIR SELLER 1 14 4 
FAIR SELLER 1 7 6 
NORTH CAROLINA and 
TANCRED doubled 28 17 1 

,£50 18 11 
Losses £ s. d. 

KEEPATWOATWO 6 3 
SAVED 6 0 0 
ABADAN 2 0 0 
PAR AVON 2 0 0 

£10 6 3 

You can g e t -
Irish Workers' Voice 
Irish Democrat 
Trade Union Information 
The Bell, Impact, etc. 

at NEW BOOKS, 16a Pearse St., 
Dublin and INTERNATIONAL 
BOOKSHOP, 20 Church Lane, 

Belfast. 

(Continued f rom preced ing column) 
match and was full of praise for the skill 
and dash of the game. 

I also met Mick Loftus of Mayo. Mick 
has been in Leeds for 21 years and came to 
see the Festival in London but ended up a t 
Mitcham to see the Tipperary-Galway tie. 
Surprising it seems tha t this, too, was his 
first time to see a hurl ing match. Now he 
hopes to see more. I myself was converted 
to hurling from football only 10 years ago. 
Yes, hurling is a game of skill and of course 
very fast. I t is indeed a man ' s game. 

SOCCER by J .A.D. 

ARGENTINE 
BEAT EIRE 

\
RGENTINE beat Eire by one goal to nil 

in one of the worst internationals I 
have ever seen. The Argentine team playsd 
below their usual standard but were still good 
enough to beat the Irish side. 

The Irish forwards lacked shooting ability 
and never looked like scoring. 'I"he new 
"cap," Ringstead, was the only forward 
worthy of his place and fulls Jackie Carey 
and Bud Ahearne and centre-half Con Martin 
were tied in knots by the Argentine forwards. 
I am sure the Football League 6f Ireland 
team, who were beaten 1—0 by the English 
selection—a team composed of n ine inter-
nationals, would have put up a better show. 

In fact, I see no reason why the Irish team 
had only one League player, goalkeeper 
Kiernan of Rovers. The Irish, selectors would 
be well advised to cap five forwards from the 

' Football League of Ireland and forget the 
glamour Irishmen playing in the English 
League teams. 

Football League teams are put t ing up a 
real good show against the English League 
teams in the Festival of Britin games. I t 
must be remembered that all the Irish teams 
are made up of reserves and the English 
teams are playing guest players. Up to the 
time of writing these notes, Dundalk, Drum-
condra, Shelbourne and Bohemians have 
registered wins. 

GOALS GALORE 
In the Leeds United v. Leinster League 

selection match at Dalvmount, a total of six 
goals were scored—four by Leeds and two by 
the Leinster League team. The visitors de-
served their win, but the fans deserved better 
f a re than tha t served up. To sum up the 
match, there were goals galore, fouls galore 
sy^d plenty of frayed tempers. 

Cork United once are League champions 
and Football of Ireland cup winners; they 
defeated Shelbourne by one goal to nil in 
a game that looked anything but a cup final. 

When one looks back through the years 
and remembers tha t cup-tie of all cup-ties 
between Shamrock Rovers and Fordson's, 
what football, what glorious games, we saw 
in those Tears, one wonders a l i a t football i s 
coming to. 

Here is what we have been wait ing for— 
the Selectors team to meet Norway, and a 
good team it looks. Tommy Moroney is in, 
Johnnie Carey at centre-half and captain, 
Mart in Colfer (Shelbourne) a t outside-right 
and Cuneen of Limerick gets his first cap. 
The full team is: Kienan (Shamrock Rovs.); 
T. Clinton (Everton), Bud Ahearne (Lu:on 
Town); R. Ryan (West Brom), Jackie Carey 
(capt.) (Man. Utd.), Tommy Moroney (West 
H a m ) ; A. Ringstead (Sheffield Ul t i ) , T. 
Cuneen (Limerick), D. Walsh (Aston Villa), 
Peter.Farrcll (Everton), Martin Colfer (Shel-
bourne). Look out, Norway, this is a good 
team and should win. 
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BOXING by J. A. Doyle 

KELLY LOSES No Border for Irish Workers' 
FINAL BELFAST GREETS DUBLIN TRABE UNIONISTS 

cians in the aircraft and shipbuilding Indus-
tries in Belfast, he continued, the wages in 
Britain were still between £2 and £ 3 per 
week higher. 

There was such a scarcity of draughtsmen 
and designers tha t Brit ish firms were now 
negotiating for suitable premises In Belfast 
in which they proposed to open offices for 
technical staffs. 

"These firms," he stated, "have said t h a t 
they will pay good rates for the Job. I have 
been given the names of 80 draughtsmen in 
Northern Ireland who have agreed to trans-
fer from local firms as soon as the new 
offices in Belfast are ready. 

"The plans and blue-prints will be pre-
pared here but the construction work will 
be done in Britain. These men are fully 
qualified textile, engineering, heating and 
ventilating draughtsmen a n d designers. 
There are only about 1,000 altogether In 
Northern Ireland and you will realise the 
consequences to the other workers In the In-
dustries in the Province." 

Alarm 
Mr. Mapleston was moving the reference 

back of a report by the Standing Orders/ 
Coinmiitee yesterday which had agreed tha t 
the debate on unemployment should be post-
poned until af ter the private session in the 
afternoon, owing to a delay In conference 
schedule. As a result, a composite resolution 
on unemployment had to be referred to the 
Executive Committee for consideration. 

The resolution, referr ing to the "alarming 
numbers of unemployed in Northern Ire-
land,'' called upon the Government to set up 
a joint committee with the Northern com-
mittee of the Irish T.U.C., with a view to 
drawing up a full employment policy for the 
Province. 

"The Committee,"' t h e resolution contin-
ued, "would consider the lack of Incentive 

in establishing a permanent force of tech-
nicians in the aircraft and engineering in-
dustries, as we are of the opinion tha t the 
lack of such technical staffs will re tard the 
expansion of such industries throughout the 
Province. Further, In view of the statement 
from the Ministry of Supply regarding 
Northern Ireland for Government work, the 
Executive Committee take cognisance of the 
number of firms not tendering and tha t the 
names of these firms be made public." 

Mr. J. Morrow (A.E.U.) said tha t the 
Executive had written to the Minister of 
Supply asking for an enquiry. 

Foreign Policy Critics 
Several aspects of British foreign policy 

came under strong criticism a t the annual 
conference In Belfast of the Northern Ire-
land Labour Party when overwhelming sup-
port by the delegates was given to a resolu-
tion protesting against the rearmament of 
Western Germany and Japan , and con-
demning any action "for the recognition of 
General Franco as an ally of democracy." 

The following resolution was defeated by 
only five votes: 

"Conference is convinced that a new 
altitude of mind is necessary towards 
Peace and calls upon the labour I'arty and 
the Rorlalist Government of Britain to 
adopt a policy within the framework of 
the United Nations which will make it 
easier for Great Britain and the Common-
wealth to take the initiative in fresh en-
deavours to secure a lasting peace." 

By our Belfast Correspondent 

Printed by Ripley Printing Society Ltd. 
(T.U.), Ripley, Derbys., and published by 
the Editor a t 13 Lambs Conduit Passage, 
London W.C.I. 

THE friendship of trade unionists on both 
sides of the Border was demonstrated 

once again at the May Day demonstration 
held in Belfast by the Belfast and District 
Trades Union Council. 

A great reception was given to Mr. Robert 
Emmet, the f ra ternal delegate from Dublin 
Trades Council who said that the trade 
union movement in both cities was not 
divided by the border. 

A resolution, pointing out that peace was 
essential for the development of working-
class forces, urged a new effort by all sections 
of the community throughout the country to 
work for peace and to compel their govern-
ments in international affairs to agTee on a 
peaceful settlement of world problems by 
peaceful methods. 

The resolution also demanded more homes 
and schools and social services instead of 
arms, reduced prices, higher wages and pen-
sions for disabled and the old. 

Unemployment 
Draughtsmen and designers In the Six 

Counties are so poorly paid, compared with 
their counterparts in Britain, that a serious 
threat exists to the Northern Ireland engin-
eering industry tlirough large numbers being 
attracted to work for cross-channel firms. 

The gravity o ^ t h e situation and the con-
sequences to employment generally i n the Six 
County heavy industry was stressed a t the 
Northern Ireland Labour Party's annual con-
ference In Belfast last month, by a techni-
cian, Mr. G. H. Mapleston (Association of 
Engineering and Shipbuilding Draughts-
men). 

Speaking of the lure of higher wages in 
Britain, Mr. Mapleston said there was a 
growing tendency for technicians to take Jobs 
"across the water." 

Despite recent Increases given to technl-

I \ AVE CONNELL, Ir ish lightweight cham-
J - J pion, was disqualified In the lightweight 
semi-final of the European championships at 
Milan. Dave, who more than holding his 
own against Istram Juksty (Hungary) was 
disqualified in the third round for arguing 
with the referee. This was a damnable de-
clslon and the Irishman, with his head on 
the ropes, burst into tears. Thousands of 
fans showed their disapproval of this harsh 
decision, by booing and hissing the referee. 
They cheered the Irish boy and threw their 
programmes Into the ring. 

Tony Mllligan, Belfast lightweight, was 
well beaten by the Italian, Padoranl . The 
Judges were unanimous in their decision. 
Both boxers were cautioned by the referee in 
the first round, Milligan for holding and the 
Italian for using his head. The Irish boy 
was sent to the boards with a heavy right 
Jab for the count of four. He suffered with 
a badlv cut mouth and in the last round 
his r ight eye was bleeding badly. Padoranl 
fully deserved his victory. 

John Kelly (St. George's. Belfast) went 
through to the finals when he beat the 
Austrian, Hermann Mazlnklevlcz in the semi-
final of the bantamweight championship. 

Kelly later put up a wonderful show in 
the final against his tough I ta l ian opponent, 
Vincenzo Dallosso. 

The Leinster Council (I.A.B.A.) have ac-
cepted' an Invitation to send ovrr a team to 
b a t a London selection of ten In a Festival 
ot ' fer t ta in tourney at Mitcham on July 13th. 

T h e London selection will include two 
AJBA. and four London championships and 
LMnster will be represented by the strongest 
team possible. T h s Lcinster team is: Fly, 
A. Reddy, P. Kelty; feather . A. Byrne; light, 
S i Connell; light-welter, O. Byrne; welter, 
Cpl. T. Whelaa; light-middle, M. Humpston; 
middle, K. Doyle; cruiser, W. Duggan; heavy, 
Ok O'Colmaln. 


