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NOTICE 
Owing to technical difficulties 
beyond our control, our press 
date has been altered for this 

issue. 

NEXT MONTH: 
JOHN PLATTS-MILLS 

writes on 
" CONSCRIPTION ?" 

Donegal Bases not for 
WANT A the United States 

But British Planes in Air Survey JOB? 
HERE IT IS 

L O N D O N 
Lzntiiury Estate, Poplar. £109,000 con-

t a c t . Flats. 
O n an Site, S tepnej . £398,000 Concrete 

Flats. 
Shfarwater Site, Woking. Houses. 

£1,916,000. 
I ' lampton Road, Hackney. Flats and 

Siiops, £719,000. 
Frampton Road, West Hackney. Flats, etc. 

£506,000. 
Lirsla Street, Battersea. School, £101,000. 
Buttersca Polytechnic new wing (only 

starting). 
Ciaience Way, St. Pancras. Flats, 

£289,000. 
Hjgh Holborn, W.C.I. £300,000 offices. 

Steel going up. 
Bandon Road, Bethnal Green, E.2. Five 

Hacks of flats. 
Pimlico Estate, Westminster. Flats. 

£291,000. 
Biidport Place, Shoreditch. 

B I R M I N G H A M 
Secondary Schools at Turves Green, 

Queensbridge Road. 
Dudley. 90 houses, £95,000. 
Sheldon Estate. 43 houses, £45,000. 
(.'curt Oak Road, £26,000 houses. 
Stafford, 350 houses, Wolverhampton Rd. 

L I V E R P O O L 
Bioadgreen Site. Houses, £218,000. 
Shutton, Flintshire, «2,500,000 Coke 

Ovens, etc. 
Wavertree, 34 houses, £58,000. 
Bcfcington, Brackenwood. Houses, £67,000. 
Warrington, Poplars Avenue, 24 houses. 
Beetle, Fernhill Rd. School, £144,000. 

M A N C H E S T E R 
Wcodhouse Park flats, Wythenshawe, 

£237,000. 
Wigan, 114 houses, Norley Site, £145,000. 
Rochdale, Kirkholt Estate, 220 houses. 
Oldham, Electricity Station Cooling 

lowers, Chatterton. 
Much Wenlock, Shropshire, £117,000 

uhool . 
(By arrangement with the "New-
Builders' Leader," which publishes a 
more complete list). 

O U R P O L I T I C A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T 

IUIINISTER of Defence Dr. O'Higgins (Fine Gael) threatened 
the 'Donegal Democrat' with suspension of State advertising 

as a reprisal for its exposure of the mock republican Government's 
skilfully concealed plans to make Ireland available to Britain and 
America in the event of war. 

The newspaper hsas discovered that a foreign force was 
soon to occupy Finner Camp in Donegal. Refused information 
from official sources, the 'Donegal Democrat' learned unofficially 
that Americans were soon to arrive for a coastal survey. 

BRITISH 
When the ma t t e r was forced into the 

open, the Minister was compelled to ad-
mit tha t the occupying force was to be 
British. 
His lame explanat ion t h a t I r i sh mili-

tary forces were incapable of surveying 
Ireland 's coast l ine for defence purposes, 
and that for t h a t reason the Br i t i sh had 
to be called in, revealed incidental ly t ha t 
the South-west coasts have a l ready been 
"surveyed." 

This means t h a t there is virtually noth-
ing connected with the defence of Ireland 
t h a t the British do not know. 

When asked for a s t a t emen t on the 
subject a t Strasbourg, Mr. Sean Mac-
Bride declared t h a t while par t i t ion kept 
Ireland oiu of the Atlantic Pacl . he was 
desirous of a separate pact with the 
U.S.A.—that is, the same thing, but 
whitewashed. 

WAR BASE 
It will be remembered t h a t according to 

American Congressman Har ry Davenport . 
I reland is to be an expendable base in the 
war being p lanned in Wash ing ton and 
Wall Street . 

"The ter r i tory of the Irish Republic," 
he said, " m i g h t conceivably be our last 
line of defence in Europe, a springboard 
for re-entry into Europe." 
I t is noted t h a t coming to heel before 

the Ministers ' financial whip, the entire 
press boycotted the "Donegal Democra t ' s" 
case, and lef t t h a t newspaper to fight 
alone. 

T H E BOAT 
Yet acute observers have discerned a 

slight e lement of "party politics miscar-
r ied" in the protes ta t ions of t he Donegal 

paper . Speaking editorial ly of world pros-
pects it declares; 

" I t has been re i te ra ted tha t the t ime 
is not yet when we in this country can 
ally ourselves with Britain. We a d m i t 
t h a t if the worst comes there may be 
no al ternat ive th i s t ime . . . t h a t is to 
Bri ta in 's advantage ," 
T h e same observers wonder why t he 

Minis ter does not know his fr iends, a n d 
t h i n k tha t the reason why Bri ta in will 
no t give up this six counties is because 
she is assured of I r i sh support fo r no th -
ing. T h e "Donegal Democra t" has been 
"rocking the boat." 

THE POPE 
A N N O U N C E S 

NEW DOGMA 
' ^ H E doctrine of the assumption of 

the Blessed Virgin, always be-
lieved by good Catholics, has now been 
raised to the status of a dogma, that 
is, a condition of acceptance of the 
Catholic faith. 

In matters of faith and morals, for 
those who are Catholics, the dictum 
of the Church is supreme. 

But some people, choosing to mis-
understand the change, have tried to 
use it to split Protestants from Catho-
lics, for political ends. 

Every man must be free to practise 
his own religion. Let people believe 
what they choose. Faith is not politics, 
nor is politics a matter of faith. Let 
each have his own religion, but all 
unite for Ireland's freedom. 

Hyde Park Gum-Shoe Man 
tries to bribe speaker 

Cork Undertakers' Strike 
from JIM SAVAGE 

' T H E Cork Under takers ' Strike is now In 
its four th week. It began on July 31st 

af ter the employers had rejected the em-
ployees' demand for a fixed day off per 
week. 

The men. who a re members of the 
I.T.G.W.U. have the mass of public sym-
pathy on their side. Many people migh t 
until recently have believed t h a t under-
take! s' employees en joyed sat isfactory pay 
and working condi t ions . The publicity 
Kiven to the s t r ike rapidly undeceived 
the m. 

The men work a seven-day week, and 
receive no overt ime for bank holiday 
work or Sundays. 

Even when they work till midnigh t 
I hey receive no t ime off in compensa-
tion or overt ime. T h e absence of e i ther 
a fixed day or week has meant t ha t 
men have f requen t ly worked from eight 
to 16 hours a day. 

VOLUNTARY 
Unlike the employers, the workers have 

done their best to avoid imposing undue 
hardsh ip on t he public. The str ike deci-
sion was taken only af ter the bosses had 
proved thei r unwill ingness to come to 
any reasonable terms. 

Members have themselves voluntarily 
ar ranged the carry ing out of all funera ls 
dur ing the str ike. 

This fac t alone has helped to empha-
sise that the employers are not beggared 
by their business. Funerals cost any-
thing f rom £«0 to £60. 
The Lord Mayor has called a conference 

of representa t ives of the two sides In the 
hope of paving the way for agreement . 
Meanwhile t he str ike continues with grey-
haired pickets marching determinedly to 
and f ro before the offending employers' 
premises. 

U Y D E PARK spl i t ters tried a new tr ick 
when they a t t e m p t e d open bribery 

of a leading Connolly Association speaker 
a f t e r the first completely quiet mee t ing 
held in Hyde Park s ince the hoodlum cam-
pa ign began in July . 

T h e member was asked to give a signed 
s t a t e m e n t that he repudia ted his connec-
t ion with the Connolly Association. Ask-
ing why he should dis-associate himself 
f r o m colleagues h e agreed with, he was 
told "you will be fixed up." 

"I indignantly re jec ted this bare-faced 
a t t e m p t at bribery," he told the " I r i sh 
Democrat," "and r a n g up the cha i rman 
of the Connolly Association the same 
n igh t to tell him about it." 
T h e bribe-shooting gum-shoe man who 

approached him began by pretending to be 
a f r i end of his sister 's , and a f te r ta lk ing 
abou t her recent m a r r i a g e he invited his 
hoped-for prey to "have a drink to cele-
b r a t e it." 

P O L I T I C S 
"When I was inside the pub," the 

member declared, " the re was no more 
abou t my sister. He talked politics. He 
talked it loud a n d he talked it long. 

THEY TOOK 
THE BADGES 

OFF 
T T Y D E PARK hool igans now no longer 

shel ter behind "Hierarchy Centenary" 
badges, which, as was exposed in the " I r i sh 
Democrat ," were deliberately assumed to 
give a religious veneer to a purely poli-
tical outrage. 

But in an a t t e m p t to appear "more 
Cathol ic than the Pope" (whose appea l 

(Continued on Page Two, Column One) 

"He declared tha t the Connolly Asso-
ciation would never win popular sup-
port, any more than the o the r existing 
Irish organisat ion, and t h a t wha t was 
wanted was a new Ir ish organisa t ion 
separate f rom all of them. 

"Trying cleverly to flatter me, he an-
nounced t h a t a group of f r i ends of his 
were wai t ing an opportunity to meet me 
in hopes t h a t I would be able to help 
them to s t a r t the new organisat ion. 

"When I asked who they were he re-
plied t h a t It would be impossible to ar-
range a meet ing until I had repudiated 
the Connolly Association in writing. 
When I asked what advan tage there was 
In this, to my amazement he replied, 
'You'll be fixed up . ' " 

INCORRUPTIBLE 
Asked to comment on this ex t raord inary 

brazen a t t e m p t a t open corrupt ion, Mr. 
Patrick Clancy, Secretary of t he Con-
nolly Association said: 

"This shows tha t the a t t e m p t to chase 
us f r o m ' t h e s t reets has had the opposite 
effect to t h a t which was in tended. Thous-
ands have hea rd our policy who never 
knew of us before. Those who only heard 
of us f rom malicious s landerers were con-
vinced wi th their own ears. They came to 
oppose a n d s tayed to applaud. 

"Especially," Mr. Clancy cont inued, "did 
our proposals for the uni ty of all Irish 
organisat ions in Britain for a limited com-
mon purpose infur ia te them by Its sound 
common sense. Henoe their a t t e m p t to get 
one of our members to repudia te us In 
writing, someth ing which would be well 
worth the money they offer for IL 

"Our m e m b e r s can be ne i the r int imi-
dated nor bribed," he concluded, " a n d I 
would like to take this oppor tuni ty of pub-
licly t h a n k i n g all our members , whom I 
am proud of, and our m a n y he lpers a n d 
supporters, fo r the way they have rallied 
to defend the cause of I re land." 

i 
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B A D G E S 
(Continued f rom Page One) 

lor Peace was nevertheless hooted and 
boced publicly when it was read by Mr. 
Digges ' some of t h e m have been distri-
buting copies of a pet i t ion demanding the 
withdrawal of Article 44 of the I r ish Con-
sti tution. 

This article gua ran tees religious tolera-
tion and freedom of religious worship in 
the 26 counties. 

C O N D E M N E D 
T h e preamble to the petition fo rm de-

clared t h a t "par t i t ion is a grave nat ional 
issue. BUT there is a nat ional issue more 
u rgen t and vital still, namely the insult 
to Chr is t the King contained, in art icle 
44 of the Const i tut ion." 
T h e petition indicates plainly t h a t its 

sponsors (who are no t an influential Ca th -
olic body) realise well enough that to ban 
pro tes tan t i sm in the twenty-six counties 
would be to abandon all hope of a uni ted 
movement for I r i sh independence, and to 

' rally all the par t i t ionis t forces for ano ther 
generat ion of division. 

Unless those people can enforce their 
own interpreta t ion of Catholic doctr ine 
on the entire country they openly declare 
they would prefer to perpetuate disunity. 

E X P O S U R E 
T h a t this s t andpoin t is adopted by one 

or two of the "intellectuals" of the hooli-
gan elements ( those who exhort a n d pro-
voke f rom the rear , and tell o thers to 
fight- while foaming a t the mouth in the 
background) is shown by an incident at 
the August 20th meet ing of the Connolly 
Association in Hyde Park . 

Although the Connolly Association has 
held its meet ings regularly, without miss-
ing one, since July Kid, tha t on August 

. 20th was the first Which was oompWelv 
orderly. T h a t the in ter rupters came f rom 
outside the crowd w^s shown by, their 
push ing their way in when the meet ing 
was three par ts f inished. 

"INTELLECTUAL" 
Unable to secure sufficient support for 

an interrupt ion serious enough to em-
bar rass the speakers, they rose to t he un-
precedented intellectual level of asking 
"awkward" questions. When one of those 
who had represented himself th roughout 
the dis turbances as a great opponent of 
par t i t ion was told t h a t diverting I r ish 
energies to sectar ian or "ideological" con-
flicts weakened the struggle for independ-
ence, he shouted indignant ly "part i t ion is 
not so impor tant ." , , 

Howls of l augh te r greeted this ext ra-
ord inary change of face and the u t t e r ex-
posure involved led some of those who had 
formerly supported the hooligans to ex-
press the i r intent ion of studying Connolly 
Association policy. 

" I think I have the answer to you." 
said one of them, "but from now on I 'm 
going to s tudy I r i sh History so ae to be 
able to r e fu te you." 
Letters stM pour into the "Irish Demo-

crat" M M , all bearing the same ewOuW-
astie message as m a t from seaman Mr. 
Prlee, erf Kteeale, who write*, "You have 
won a groat victory free * e e o h and 
domocraey." 

LETTERS FLOW IN AS 
UNITY CALL GROWS 

Why not a conference?—HARRINGTON 
f r o m W e s t C o r k 

T WISH to protest very strongly against 
the organised at tack by the hooligans 

who broke up by force the Connolly As-
sociation meeting in Hyde Park on Sun-
day, July 16th. 

It is a sad state of affairs when orga-
nisations and individuals are denied the 
right ot free speech and expression. 

As a member of the Anti-Part i t ion of 
Ireland League I have experience of hold-
ing public meetings in this area protest-
ing against the part i t ion of Ireland. While 
often receiving a spate of in terrupt ions 
a n l questions from our opponents, there 
has never been an a t tempt on the i r par t 
to break up our meeting. To th ink tha t 
one Ir ish organisation should a t t ack the 
plat form of another Irish organisat ion 
shows how much they know and under-
siand the meaning of Democracy. 

The incident of insulting the nat ional 
flag is deplorable. I always believed tha t 
i here was only one place where the Irish 
flag could not be flown, namely "North-
East Ireland." But we now find the same 
type of hooliganism happening in London. 
But it is not being done by our "English 
oppressors" this time, but by so-called 
Nationalist I r ishmen. What a l augh those 
English people who witnessed the incident 
must have had! What lovely propaganda 
for the Tories of the North and all anti-
Irish people here! 

It show?- tha t those people who com-
mitted this crime had no idea of wha t the 
Irish flag really means. What an insult to 
Pearse and the men of 1916! The flag—of 
which Mitchell said "This magnif icent 
Irish tricolour, with its orange, white and 
green, dawns upon us more gloriously than 
ever sunburst flashed over the field of 
Benburb. or blazed through the battle-
haze of Clontarf. My friends. I hope to 
see tha t flag one day waving as our 
nat ional banner over a forest of Ir ish 
pikes." Every decent I r i shman and Irish 
woman should protest against this act of 
sacrilege. 

While agreeing that the different 
Irish organisations differ in various 
aspects of policy, they all agree t ha t 
the parti t ion of Ireland is a grave 
wrong. Is it not too much to hope 
tha t those in Britain will come to-
gether and show a United Front on 
the question of Partit ion, a s the differ-
ent political part ies have done in Ire-
land, and hold an all-party ant i-part i -
tion conference? 

It is t ime to forget little petty differences 
and let the British people see we are 
really united in our fight against parti-
tion. And let us earnestly hope t h a t such 
incidents as occurred a t Hyde Park on 
16th July will never recur. If people do not 
like what they hear f rom a pla t form, they 
can always leave. It seems tha t England 's 
old plan to divide and conquer is bearing 
frui t in the a t tempt to divide all those who 
fu r the r the cause of a United a n d Free 
Ireland. 

I wonder what, the wreckers of meet ings 
and those who shout "Bolshevik!" a t the 
Connolly Association would say if they 
knew tha t De Valera in a document issued 
by him in November 1922 said: 

"Under the Republic all industry will 
be controlled by the State for the work-
ers' and farmers ' benefit. All t ranspor t , 
railways, canals, etc. will be operated by 
the State—the Republican State—for 
the benefit of the workers and farmers . 
All banks will be operated by the Sta te 
for the benefit of industry and agricul-
ture. not for the purpose of profit-

f ' r o m P a t E a r l y 
I ) LEASE find £1 to help you carry on 
' the fight on behalf of Ireland and the 

Irish in Britain. 
I am sure the work done by the Con-

nolly Association and its record on behalf 
of the I r ish in Bri ta in (luring the critical 
war years will have the effect of rallying 
to your support many Irish men and 
women who will help you to finish the 
hooligans and their behind-the-scenes 
directors. 

I have given your press s t a t ement to 
many republican fr iends of the Connolly 
Association and all have promised sup-
port. 

mak ing by loans, mortgages, etc. T h a t 
the lands of the aristocracy (who sup-
port the Free S ta te and the British Con-
nection) will be seized and divided 
amongst those who can and will opera te 
it for the nat ional benefit, etc." 
I wonder if the same people would 

a t tack Dev's p la t form and knock h im on 
the ground if he said the same th ings 
now, or would they accuse him of appeal-
ing to Bolshevistic principle. 

GERARD HARRINGTON. S.E.19 

NOTE.—In a fu r the r letter, written f rom 
Cork, Mr. Harr ington announces his in-
tent ion of bringing up a resolution a t his 
branch of the Anti-Parti t ion League. 

f r o m Y o r k 
1 We were very sorry to hear t ha t your 

* plat form in Hyde Park had been up-
set by organised hooligans and enclose £ 1 
as a subscription towards your campaign. 
The news was the more alarming since 
this is just the sort of thing which is 
taking place over here also. I am bringing 
the ma t t e r up before the executive of our 
organisat ion to decide on action to be 
taken. 

GERALD O'REILLY, 
Connolly Memorial Commit tee 

^ I am sending under separate cover 
the sum of 4 dollars, part to renew 

my subscription to the "Irish Democrat ." 
and the rest for your f u n d in defence of 
the Connolly Association's right of Peace-
ful assembly and f ree discussion. 

The "irresistible genius of Universal 
emancipat ion" which Curran saw t rans -
fusing British law seems to be easily as-
sailed when hooligans devoid of decency 
and ignorant of civil r ights can d is rupt 
your meetings in Hyde Park. These a re 
the sort of gentry to whom argument is an 
invitat ion not to t hough t and debate but 
to rowdyism. 

But professedly respectable agencies 

share blame for such disorder. Small in-
dependent newspapers are rapidly dying 
out in this country with consequent de-
cline in intellectual independence, because 
the big papers never dream of giving half 
of their editorial pages to concurrent 
criticism of the editor's opinions. In such 
circumstances liberty may be only a lead 
into humbug. 

D. MOLONY, NY. 

f r o m W o o l n i c l i 
A FTER witnessing the outrageous dem-
* onstra t ions of hooliganism at the 

James Connolly Association meet ing on 
Sunday, 16th July, and hear ing young 
Irish lads shouting, swearing at their own 
flag, and kicking and beating up speakers 
on an Irish pla t form, I felt a sudden feel-
ing of shame. I am sure t ha t any decent 
Irish worker would have felt, the same, and 
must have done. Let anybody who raises 
a hand against the disciples of James 
Connolly or resorts to physical violence to 
stop ireedom of speech, cease to call him-
self a Christ ian or an I r i shman either. 

P. J. GOONERY 
* * * 

A S a Cork man and a seaman I want to 
^ congratula te the Connolly Associa-
tion on turning an a t tempt to split into a 
cement for unity. 

I am an old member of the Association 
and re turned f rom my trip to find "the 
boys" in the wars. But you have come out 
of them on top. 

1 am glad to be with you for a bit. You 
have won a great victory for f ree speech 
and democracy. Up Connolly. 

P. PRICE 

f r o m E n a r i M i l n e 
T ' M sorry I 'm late in responding to your 
A appeal for funds following the Hyde 
Park hooliganism. I have many calls on 
me at the moment but I enclose 10 - here-
with. 

^©y^Poo and about 
ly,!ANY good wishes went with Miss Eve-

lyn Butler, Assistant Secretary of 
Moss Side (Manchester) Branch of the 
Anti-Parti t ion League on her return to her 
home near Arklow. It is understood t ha t 
Miss Butler will now settle permanent ly 
at home. 

Visitors to the Blarney Club, T o t t e n h a m 
Court Road, in August had the unusua l 
pleasure of meeting famous Irish tenor, 
M. O'Duffy. 

* * * 
I t is reported tha t another Ir ish tenor, 

Denis Kyle, who h a s been training with 
Sadler 's Wells is now off to Italy where 
he will undertake intensive operatic t ra in-
ing. Mr. Kyle who has in the past given 
his services freely for many deserving 
causes takes with h im the good wishes of 
the " I r i sh Democrat." 

* * * 
Mrs. Muriel MacSwiney, widow of the 

great patriot and mar ty r Terence Mac-
Swiney, has returned to Dublin a f t e r re-
covering from a prolonged illness. 

* * * 

I r ish life in Mile End is looking up. 
Gaelic League Feis commencis Tom Fitz-
patrick, accordion player, is now back 
from his holiday in Ireland and is play-
ing in the hall of the Churclyof G u a r d i a n 
Angels. Bill Glasheen and his Tipley B a n d 
played a t Tredegar Gardens where an 
English crowd 500 s t rong watched I r i sh 
dancing, many for t he first time. Ar thu r 
Pascoe, English piccollo, flute, clarinet and 
saxophone is with him. 

• * * 

I t is now' learnt t h a t last month 's report 
t h a t t h e A s were mended on the Senei te 
Hall < Pulham) piano was Incorrect. Will 
anyone offer a prize for telling the p ian i s t 
what key to play In? 

* * * 

Liverpool Branch of the Anti-Partition 
League Is re-opening with Miss A. Qormly 
as Secretary. Miss Gormly was one of five 
who wore expelled by the League early this 
year for supporting a candidate in the 
ganoral election against the advice of the 
executive authority. Many will be glad 

that a r i f t has been healed and meetings 
take place a t the Transport Workers' Hall, 
Islington. 

* * * 

In Manchester? Then go to Pearse 
Coogan's "Astoria" . . . or Seumas Dug-
gan's "Club Killarney" . . . or why not 
try Miss Morley's "Savoy." English and 
Irish Dancing. But the last Sa turday of 
each month in London sees the Connolly 
Association Social a t the Pitidar of Wake-
field, Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I, 
(near to Kings Cross). The next occasion 
is September 30th. 

* * * 

W. Rollinson flew to Dublin in August 
for an audition with Radio Eireann. The 
result is not yet known. It is quite on the 
cards tha t Austin Staok and Co. will find 
a rival in their own field. 

Though large numbers a t tended it was 
generally accepted tha t play a t Mitcham 
on August Bank Holiday was not excep-
tional, and this fac t may influence next 
year's gate unless the August a t t ract ion 
offered in the f u t u r e is more solid. * * * 

Will Mr. Patrick O'Neill, late of Dublin, 
please give the "Irish Democrat" his pre-
sent address (believed to be Tot tenham) 
so tha t we can redirect the correspond-
ence which is arriving for him at our 
office. He should also note our ohange of 
address. 

C O N N O L L Y 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

SOUTH LONDON 
BRANCH 

Every OTHER Wednesday 
Latchmere Baths, S.W. 1 1 

J. MOONEY (Sec.) 
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D I A M O N D CUT D I A M O N D 

UNITE 
FOR 

IRELAND 
T^EVER before has there been such need 

for people of differing views to try 
to understand each other and come to-
gether for self-preservation. 

Weakness, apathy, loss of fa i th , are the 
natural f ru i t s of division. And was there 
ever a time when there was so little need 
for division? 

The independence of Ireland has been 
the object and the dream of Irishmen for 
generations. Many believed t ha t the foun-
dation of the Free State provided an en-
Isrgeable ins ta lment of tha t freedom, and 
for many years it seemed as if this might 
fee true. 

The surer instinct of republicans dis-
cerned in the features of Arthur Griffiths 
and T. M. Healy but the old subjection 
painted green. The Union had been super-
seded by a disunity, for the same purpose. 
Those Socialists who dissociated them-
selves from the camouflaged (and not al-
ways well camouflaged) free-statism of the 
Labour Party leadership, saw in British-
based export policy and British invest-
ments the umbilical cord which still held 
the infant to its Anglo-Saxon parent . 

There is still the need for the stern un-
compromising Nationalist fa i th of the Re-
publican. There is still the need for the 
moral courage and educated conviction of 
the Socialist. A few Cathal Brughas would 
do Ireland no more harm than a few Con-
nollys. The unity of these two is the back-
bone of the National struggle. 

But now it s t ands out plain for all to 
see that the limited relaxation of control 
which formed the basis of the illusion of 
Free State Independence, the so-called in-
stalment of nat ional freedom, is being 
whittled away, and in the event of a Euro-
pean war, would disappear al together. 

it is no use republicans gloating tha t in 
that case the Free State would perish in 
the same ignominy in which it was born. 
It is no use the socialist rejoicing that 
British capitalism could never survive an-
other war. It is more than likely that 
neither would the Republicans or the 
Socialists, and the soil of Ireland, reeking 
with the radio-active emanat ions of Atom-
bombs, would support no life higher than 
moss for a hundred years. 

The highest expression of National In-
dependence is the ability to choose be-
tween peace and war. Precisely this liberty 
is now made a bargaining counter . 

In return for t he six-counties being ruled 
by Britain the way the twenty-six is ruled, 
instead of the way it Is ruled at present, 
the whole thirty-two counties a r e to be 
Part and parcel of the Anglo-American war 
organisation, which has hoisted on its 
battlements the s tandard of "abandon-
ment of nat ional autonomy." 

In such a situation Republicans, Social-
ists, and the many patriotic nationalists 
who form ttie membership of F ianna Fall, 
I he Labour Party, or Clann na Poblachta, 
who are neither Socialists nor Republicans, 
but just good Irishmen, must join in one 
cause. 

How can men join together if they think 
differently? By agreeing to common action 
where they agree and chari table mutual 
tolerance where they disagree. It is only 
necessary to agree for to-day's tasks—to-
morrow's can wait until to-morrow. Mean-
while let us ensure there is a to-morrow. 

Mr. Gerald Harr ington 's call for a con-
ference is timely. Could It even be held 
m Dublin under Northern, Southern, and 
British and American exile auspices? A 
"ew type of Irish Raoe Convention is per-
haps what is needed. 

T h® "Irish Democrat" will give unstint-
support to any move In the direction of 

u n ' t y lor independence. Some people 
••link History will repeat itself. It will only 
"o so if we are so foolish as to lot it. 

"DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND," Ewart Milne 
(Bodley Head, 7.6). 

"POETRY IRELAND," editor David Marcus 
(Trumpet Books, Cork, 2/->. 

I T has frequently been pointed out 
in the " I r i sh Democrat" that the 

younger generation of poets is ceasing 
to be distinctively Irish because they 
have nothing to say. It is impossible 
to have national form without sub-
stance, and rarefaction of content 
leads necessarily into shallow cosmo-
politanism. 

The flight from content, that is to 
say from the presentation in poetic 
form of the most important ideas 
which agitate the contemporary 
mind, took place in Ireland somewhat 
later than in England and France. 
This was because Ireland had a 
national grievance which excited all 
classes and expressed itself in vigor-
ous writ ing by many authors, 

The years of the turn of the century which 
marked the final extinction of the grand 
manner in English poetry, because there was 
no longer anything grand in Imperialist 
England but the opposition to it, saw a 
flowering of Irish nationalist verse in Eng-
lish, which grew so formidable that it all 
but usurped the main English tradition. Be-
fore England imported synthetic traditional-
ists from America, she drew on the native 
energies of the Irish national renaissance. 

If the high prospects have been disap-
pointing it is not because Ireland has ceased 
to produce literary talent. A host of young 
men have come forward and have starved 
in Dublin or vegetated in feneration. It is 
because the new ruling class, the most ex-
perienced and educated class, the vthicle 
of public culture as expressed in the news-
papers and periodicals influenced by its 
members, made common cause with the old 
enemy. Instead of stimulating national 
feelings and presenting the people witn ob-
jectives to achieve, reforms to carry out, and 
ideals to strive after, they set to work white-
washing the imperialism they had formeriy 
resisted. 

They pretended that Ireland was free, de-
spite partition and the ownership or control 
of the entire country by Irish subsidiaries 
of British banks. Since Ireland's political 
existence became a living lie, her cultural 
existence was bound to become a dead one. 
All the enthusiasm and financial heroism of 
Mr. Marcus cannot democratise mediocrity. 
Where there is nothing to say no words will 
issue to say it. 

IT must be appreciated, however, that the 
poetry of the Yeats-Synge period had 

already separated itself widely from the 
popular "Young Ireland" tradition. The 
desperate decline In population, the extinc-
tion of truly native Gaelic speech and tradi-
tions which later made a hedge of refine-
ment rather than a proof of autochthony, 
and the deliberate indoctrination of the 
youth of Ireland with "West British" notions, 
combined to weaken the nation's under-
standing of itself. The upper middle class 
partially and without fully realising it ac-
cepted British standards of judgment even 
while preaching separation from Britain. 

Thus the stage-Irishman crossed the chan-
nel to Ireland, and made his first appearance 
in genteel circles. While rightly and proudly 
glorifying the long struggle of the Irish 
people against assimilation by England, and 
correctly emphasising the utter separateness 
and distinctness of Irish culture, writers 
tended to treat as essentials of Irish life in-
cidental elements of backwardness which 
were stamped on soil and tradition by the 
alien, and were not natural growths. Hencc 
the anti-intellectualism. the myth of Irish 
exceptionaiism in political, economic and 
cultural affairs, and the worship of the past. 
A nation sure of its future will respect but 
not idolise the past. Yet to some, even 
poverty and ignorance could be good, pro-
vided they were Irish. 

That these backward-looking tendencies in 
the Irish national" literature by preventing 
the emergence of a vigorous critical-realist 
school in all forms, coincided with the in-
terests of the compromising classes, ensured 
their continuance, and after bogus indepen-
dence had been won it was the previously 
unimportant retrograde tendencies which 
received most encouragement. Nobody can 
read O'Case.v's bitter reflections on leaving 
his native city at the age of 40 without 
realising that the Free State "had no need 
of savants." 

Nobody must criticise from inside the fron-
tiers. The ruling circles had gone as far 
as they wanted to. 

I WART MILNE, a young man, and of 
J comfortable middle class stock, emi-

grated likewise. What effects some finan-
cially affects others mentally. The great 
Irish people were as sound, as generous, as 
Imaginative and as idealistic a* ever. But 
now the educated classes were holding them 
back Instead of urging them forward and 
trying hard to forget their own momentary 
revolutionism. 

As always In such circumstances, the only 
writers to develop what Beethoven called the 

"divine spark" were those who took up the 
opposition. 

For O'Casey, with his working-class ex-
perience. it was easy enough to see, even if 
not always with precision, what had gone 
wrong. For Milne there was a prolonged 
process of intellectual and spiritual develop-
ment of which "Diamond Cut Diamond" is 
something of a record. It is to be regretted 
that the author has not chosen to give the 
dates of composition of his poems, since his 
work has now reached a point of achieve-
ment where it is entitled to critical exami-
nation by the highest standards. 

I would rather such men had been pil-
loried or imprisoned in Ireland, than drivep 
by indifference or poverty into exile, from 
which their works bring credit to Ireland 
abroad, while those who bask in their repute 
ban them at home. But the ruling class of 
to-day, the astute banker-ridden lawyers and 
cattle salesmen, are practised in the hypoc-
risy ol their British preceptors, and know 
how to kill with kindness. They could have 
precipitated the solid in Milne's tempera-
ment and forced him to a robustness which 
he now lacks. This might ' have led to a 

EWART MILNE'S 
NEW BOOK 

R E V I E W E D BY 

Desmond Greaves 
greater preoccupation with what are some-
times called—though most will confess to 
having come across them more distinctively 
in women than in men—the "masculine 
virtues." 

* * 

I POPULAR interest in poetry has declined 
» pari passu with poets having less to say. 

Unfortunately the public will not wade 
through a thousand volumes to discover the 
one which contains something. Mr. Milne 
has thus suffered in the general neglect as 
well as in the special boycott. It is natural, 
therefore, that a number of his poems deal 
with the problems of poetic expression and the 
place of the poet in society. This is at a 
time when the survival of the poetic tradi-
tion in English depends on the writer re-
capturing his popular audience, that is to 
say, his relation to the people. 

The quality of Mr. Milne's poems on this 
subject, or with this subject as a background, 
is surprisingly variable. Perhaps the provi-
sion of dates would show reason. "Gemini" 
is a tour-de-force of verbal prestidigitation, 
but is at the intellectual level of the R.A.F. 
"Cri de nos temps" (in my opinion the titles 
of English poems should be in English!) de-
clares plaintively, "No doubt there was a 
time a poem won approval—but that 's past, 
that's finished." 

"Starting point" asks, "Which way to 
Parnassus?" and during the course of the 
enquiry the poet wonders how to "get his 
feet off the ground." Is it right for a poet 
to be conscious of his desire for literary 
achievement in quite this way? Is the new-
role the poet must fulfil not perhaps some-
thing above such individualism? Here again 
a date would help those who have been 
guilty of insufficient attention to Mr. Milne's 
past work. 

Mr. Milne can and does rise above it else-
where. There is lit Lie need to be plainer 
in "Ulysses his son" where he asks 

"And yet who knows my name? Not 
poet or king, 

But politic church is lord of their cul-
ture, 

Which as it holds the sceptre, holds 
the isle, 

And as it owns allegiance not to them, 
betrays them." 

Mr. Milne is at his best when he trans-
lates his own ripest experience into clear and 
simple lyrics. 

"A ballad for an Orphan" is a case in 
point, and incidentally reveals one of the 
bases for Mr. Milne's broad humanism and 
internationalism. He "wears both green and 
red" and loves the ordinary people of both 
Ireland as any true humanist must. 

IiHE basis of the lack of robustness already 
mentioned is revealed in the interesting 

poem. "Yesterday," bearing as its sub-title 
W. B. Ycat-s's lament for the passing of a 
previous age. yet oddly enough with its sig-
nificance reversed, "Romantic Ireland's dead 
and gone." Mr. Milne explains that he "used 
to think . . through love we'd forge a death-
less bond." Now he thinks nobody can find 
such a bond until "he learn to take his 
stand, with that lies nearest and to hand." 

Then comes the retraction. Mr. Milne 
lingers with the romanticism of Yeats for 
one last look—the look that can last years. 

"Yet grant me this last piece to say 
The thoughts I had but yesterday." 

The subject of the poem thus becomes 
yesterday's thoughts instead of to-day's ad-
vance from them. 

The stronger note occurs in "Ulysses his 
son," whose fine last stanza foreshadows the 
re-birth of Ireland's temporarily lost revolu-
tionary spirit. But if Mr. Milne's "songs 
of experience" are left aside (they form 
about half the volume) then in the remain-
der the weaknesses, uncertainties, formalistic 
and cosmopolitan fads of contemporary 
poetry are far too frequently in evidence. 

It is as if Mr. Milne, conscious of his own 
dilemma as a poet who must be heard first 
so as to speak later with the authority he 
requires, tries to be Esau with ihc voice of 
Jacob. There are great technical accom-
plishments displayed, and some very fine 
verse. But also there is "since Tuesday was 
a week" with its pessimistic theme of poetic 
isolation hidden in .twilight verbiage. As 
for "I wot what not," the reviewer wots not 
either. "Diamond Cut Diamond," from 
which the book takes its title, is an insigni-
ficant bagatelle. Better to name the book 
after the most important of jts contents. 
The volume ends with another absurdity 
which surely might have been left out, an 
imitation, I take it, of the pretentious 
literary idiocies of Dylan Thomas, "The por-
trait of the Artist as a Green Sprout," whose 
satire, if it is satire, is loo subtle for the 
more sluggish sensibilities. 

U WART MILNE is not a major poet, yet 
he has still perhaps the makings of 

one, and undoubtedly takes first place among 
Irish poets writing to-day. His failure to 
reach major poetic status is no fault of 
sensibility or delicacy of perception. He is 
a refined and sensitive person w!ho has de-
veloped his talent quietly aloof, without 
the consolation, which men of more divided 
purposes have, of seeing one thing prosper 
though another fares slowly. He has felled 
trees for a living while his contemporaries 
composed their parlour-pieces in suburban 
houses bought with the emoluments of good 
business. His failing so far is an intellectual 
one, that he has not carried his mind one 
stage further, has not broken sufficiently 
from the "thoughts of yesterday" to adopt 
a comprehensive outlook on the world as 
a whole. One example, apparently trivial, 
is yet significant. In "A place of testament" 
he says: "When mountains were oceans." It 
is difficult to know what period he refers to, 
since all existing evidence points to the con-
clusion that oceans and continents are per-
manent, and that mountains never were 
oceans, though they may have been shallow-
seas. Science in poetry must be good science. 

The poetry of the future will demand of 
poets an enhanced eagerness for scientific 
knowledge. The days of Homer, who could 
describe the productive processes of his day 
(for example, in the making of arms) in 
precise and glowing detail, must come back 
again in this respect. Knowledge, precision, 
breadth of awareness of the vast world of 
fact and discovery will not limit but stimu-
late imagination. To-day every man of per-
ception stands before a drama of such exotic 
magnificence that pens schooled in the 
small-minded trivialities of capitalist liter-
ature cannot easily attempt to interpret it. 
Yet the drama of world liberation from the 
bonds of the past is the sole theme worthy 
of attention to-day. The vastness of the 
canvas, the inexhaustibility of the aspects, 
provide scope for talents of every kind, and 
one demand only is made of the painter—he 
must not be afraid of his subject. 

C(AN it be hoped that Mr. Milne, with his 
technical skill and clarity and depth of 

purpose, will be the first Irishman to attempt 
to re-create poetry in its original sense and 
meaning? If he makes the attempt he will 
have to drop the mannerisms of the lonely 
genius resisting bravely the ennervating 
forces of isolation, misprision and neglect. 
He does not need them now, if he ever did. 

Whether in the future he makes that at-
tempt or not, or whether he still persists in 
thinking as in "Words against the wind" 
that "the land that is fair without compare 
we see with the eyes of the mind," he will 
stand out as a bold and exctfllent figure, 
trying to say something he believes, and as 
such will be remembered warmjv long af ter 
"Potato Hewitt" and his confreres are buried 
without even a "regionalist" sprout. 

A FTER reading Ewart Milne's collection 
J-*- it is rather irritating to come down 
to "The Heavenly Foreigner" (Poetry Ire-
land, Trumpet Books, 2 -) and other poems 
by Irish-American Denis Devlin. His "spine's 
pipette will fume in wrath." I have never 
seen an angry pipette in my laboratory, 
though I do not doubt it may resemble Mr. 
Devlin's spine. But Mr. Devlin can write 
a good line when he is not trying to look 
original. Originality springs from content. 
For that reason Mr. Milne's more classical 
style, free from stunts and neologisms, seems 
fresh and new, while of Mr. Devlin one feels 
"How often I have seen the same before." 
If only Mr. Devlin had something to say he 
would say tt very well. In the meantime 
Mr. Marcus should get after Mr. Milne, who 
has. 

DESMOND GREAVES. 
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M E M B E R S H I P F E E 

LIES AND DRINK HURL MOB ON 
GIRL PEACE-MAKERS 

"GOING AHEAD UNDAUNTED"—Bannister 
C I R S T full story of the circumstances surrounding the ill-famed Cabra 

incic'ent is now published by the ' Ir ish Democrat,' whose correspondent, 
Roy Johnston has made an investigation into it. Sinister circumstance was 
Che fact that the da te—Ju ly 24—was the precise anniversary of the vicious 
pogrom against the audience quietly listening to the ' I r ish Workers ' League' 
meeting in O'Connell Street. Informat ion reaching the ' Irish Democrat ' 
f rom another source indicates clearly that this was no accident, and that 
drink was remarkably easy to get if you knew how to look for it. 

The s t r ange coincidence of date ta l l ies 
with a n o t h e r s t range coincidence, namely 
the presence of well-primed touts who 
a n n o u n c e d in whispers the damnab le lie 
t ha t the "Peace Pet i t ion" (which has been 
signed by over a million Catholics in I t a ly ) 
had insu l t s to Our Lady pr in ted on it in 
small type. Those who have helped t he 
Connolly Association to repel the howling-
hoodlums of Hyde Pa rk will be able to 
pic ture a si tuat ion so m u c h intenser t h a t 
police were compelled to Are shots as a 
warning . 

Monday N a warm July evening, a 
when most people take quiet a n d in-

expensive pleasures a f t e r the week-end's 
frolic a n d jollity, sis member s of the Dub-
lin Peace Committee, expecting to find 
people in their homes, went up to Cabra to 
collect s ignatures for the ban- the-a tom-
bomb peace petition. 

Among them were two courageous 
women, one a member of an old a n d dis-
t inguished Donegal family , the o ther t h e 
sister of a well-known Abbey art is t . 

For a t ime all appea red to be going well. 
On a previous evening some occasional 
express ions of opposition h a d been heard , 
but on t h e whole t he p a t e n t and t r ans -
p a r e n t logic of the pet i t ion 's appeal, im-
media te ly rallied the working class t en -
a n t s to i t s support . Hundreds had s igned 
before suddenly, there appeared a la rge 
a n d host i le crowd. 

This crowd did not grow natura l ly a s 
a result of the presence of t he peace col-
lectors. Moreover its member s seemed to 
be well pr imed as to wha t they were to say. 
Selecting out the women as their especial 
but t , when these >:were separa ted f r o m 
their colleagues, tfiey shr ieked " they a r e 
communis t s ! don't let t h e m get away." 

Neither of these ladies were c o m m u n -
ists or ever had been. They were not m e m -
bers of t he Workers' League, not m e m b e r s 
of any of the organisa t ions which f r o m 
time to t ime are dubbed Communis t—not 
even Peada r Cowan's vo lunteers ; 

They were allowed no chance to expla in 
themselves. Passers-by, shocked t h a t a 
lynch ing was being a t t empted , as f r a n t i c 
hoodlums pressed in f r o m all sides, t r i ed 
to in tervene, but were overborne. To t h e 
hor ro r of those who gazed f rom windows 
or t r a n s p o r t the crescendo of mob f ana t i c -
ism rose steadily, unt i l j u s t as the un fo r -
t u n a t e w-omen seemed to have lost all hope 
of rescue. G u a r d s appeared . The women 
reached t he relative secur i ty of a c inema, 
but t he hoodlums re fused to leave t h e 
th reshold unt i l the G u a r d s had fired warn-
ing sho ts over their heads . 

Publici ty and controversy in the p ress 
followed; the controversy, as might be ex-
pected, took place in the "Mail" and the 
"Times." 

An all- t ime low in unscrupulous journa l -
ism was s t ruck by one paper , which, h id ing 
behind such saving clauses as "It is sa id" 
and "i t is alleged," pe rpe t ra t ed the story 
' t ha t t h e canvassers : 

(1) Gave pennies to children to sign 
the petition. 

(2) Refused to return said signatures 
To parents when asked to do so. 

(3) Claimed tha t 60,000 Irishmen had 
signed the appeal . 

(4) Made d isparaging remarks about 
Our Lady. A denial of this fabr ica-
tion was sent to the paper con-
cerned, which is not an oflicial 
Catholic publication as has some-
t imes been claimed. 

T h e 'Mail," while editorially pa t t ing t he 
mob on the back for having correct in-
st incts , permi t ted a f a i r hear ing to t he 
Peace Commit tee in Its columns. S u p p o r t 
also appeared from independen t contr ibu-
tors who were worried about the Const i -
tu t ion. 

Mr. Bannister , secre tary of the Peace 
Commit tee told me t h a t they were "going 
ahead undaun ted , " but in fu tu re canvass-
ers would be accompanied by advance pub-
licity In t he form of leaflets explaining t h e 
purpose of the pet i t ion. Furtt ier , a press 
release Is expected shor t ly of the Impres-
sive list of well-known n a m e s who h a v s 
signed t he appeal , t h u s emphasis ing Its 
political universali ty. 

He also informed me t h a t the Bel fas t 

Trades Council were expect ing to hold a 
Peace Conference on Sep tember 16th, but 
t ha t a f t e r booking a hall and mak ing all 
the a r r a n g e m e n t s they were f aced witlr 
cancellation a n d the problem of finding an 
alternative. I n the event of the i r failing, 
steps would be t aken to hold a conference 
under joint auspices in Dublin. 

Money is being collected to send a dele-
gate to the fo r thcoming World Peace Con-
ference in Warsaw. Cont r ibut ions should 
be sent by registered post to "Peace Cam-
paign," 60b Camden Street , Dublin. 

A public meet ing in the Metropol i tan 
Hall addressed by Mr. Ivor M o n t a g u on 
behalf ol the World Peace Movement en-
dorsed a resolut ion suppor t ing Mr. Nehru 's 
proposal for media t ion in Korea by the 
United Nat ions Security Council. 

F R O M 

ROY JOHNSTONE 
The meet ing received publici ty in the 

provincial press, t he fu l l press s t a t emen t 
being published in the "Galway S tanda rd . " 
which thereby uphe ld the t rue t radi t ions 
of the Western city. 

Galway also housed the Conference of 
the T.U.C., held in the last week of July 
which stressed the questions of T.U. unity 
a n d wages. "Pa r t i t i on" f lared u p for a 
brief moment when Sean D u n n e T.D. ob-
jected to the h e a r i n g of the N o r t h e r n La-
bour Pa r ty delegate. The mot ion was 
wi thdrawn when J . Kerr of t he Belfas t 
T.U.C. pointed out t h a t s t rong pressure 
was being b rough t to bear by S tormont 
to split off t he Nor the rn workers f r o m the 
T.U.C.; the pass ing of such a motion 
would obviously br ing grist to S tormont ' s 
mill. 

While the principle was agreed of hav-
ing Ir ish-based unions, the o rgan i sa t iona l 
difficulties involved were large, a s is shown 
by the volumne of discussion. Ta lks with 
the Bri t ish executives of the un ions con-
cerned may follow. 

Wages were well in the fo reground : 
there was u n a n i m o u s a g r e e m e n t in the 
light of the f ac t s presented by the Re-
search D e p a r t m e n t t ha t a f u r t h e r round 
of wage-claims was fully just i f ied. 

An emergency resolution f rom the E.T.U. 

e x p r e s s i n g d i smay at wa r p repa ra t i on s 
a n d advocat ing an ear ly meet ing of the 
G r e a t Powers w i th i n the f r amework of t h e 
U n i t e d Nat ions for the purpose ot estab-
l i s h i n g the basis for peace was referred to 
the Nat iona l Execut ive for fu r ther con-
s iderat ion. 

* * * 

I R I S H Wallboard Co. Ltd. has i .wn 
' mak ing a con t inuous loss s ine 1 its 

f ounda t ion . Consequent ly the o\viv. ; of 
t he £300.000 of o r d i n a r y sha res i n v i t e d 
in it will become holders of p r e l > . - n e e 
s h a r e s with a g u a r a n t e e d 5 per cent This 
s o u n d s too good to be t rue . T h e rexsot i? 
B o w a t e r Paper Corpora t ion , which is _ a 
h u g e Bri t ish ver t ical combine, is inves t ing 
£100.000 more into it. Th i s buys tcism, 
by agreement , complete control of the 
c o m p a n y . 

T h i s means t h a t I r i s h agr icul ture is to 
be deceived even more efficiently t h a n riie 
I r i s h industr ia l is ts were doing it. Fo. the 
r a w mater ia l is s t r aw; consequent ly if you 
a r e a f a r m e r in Ki lda re or any of t he ad-
jo in ing counties in need of cash, you don ' t 
m a k e manure, but sell your stra^v to 
Wal lboards . 

An interest ing problem arises in S o u t h 
T ippe ra rv . The slopes of the Ga l t ee ; a re 
fo re s t ed in patches. T h e bare ground in 
be tween shows dangerous signs of eros ion 
w h i c h is due to the act ion of m o u n t a i n 
t o r r en t s . These in t u r n give r i s 1 to 
f looding in the Suir a n d its t r ibu ta r ies , 
the flood water being golden brown in 
colour because of t he suspended soil. T h e 
d r a i n a g e author i t ies a r e now at wo .k in 
th i s region, to the cons te rna t ion of t he 
f a r m e r s . 

While dra inage may offset the d a n g ? " of 
f looding it will lower t he water- table also, 
t he land being l imestone based and per-
meable , thus increas ing the d a n g e r ot 
d r o u g h t in a dry summer . This little-
apprec ia ted fact was pointed out in an 
" I r i sh Times" art icle on August 15th. Ex-
p e r t s told that wha t is needed is still more 
extensive affores ta t ion of wate rsheds , 
especial ly where the lowlands are of a 
pe rmeab le nature , r a t h e r t h a n indiscrimi-
n a t e dra ining. 

B u t the Gove rnmen t d e p a r t m e n t - con-
ce rned establish s e p a r a t e p l an t s : one 
d r a i n s where it finds water , the o the r 
p l a n t s t rees where it can get the l and tot-
it w i thou t too m u c h opposit ion f r o m the 
m o u n t a i n sheep graziers. 

Resu l t s of previous small-scale d r a i n a g e 
s c h e m e s in South T ippe ra ry have no : been 
good for the reasons out l ined above, so 
t h a t t he f a rmer s have every reason to be 
worr ied . 

Mr . Dillon and Mr. Blowick m i g h t wi th 
p ro f i t r ead V. R. Wil l iams ' book, " P r i n -
ciples of Agricul ture" (pu lished by H u t c h -
inson a t 15/-) which conta ins some of the 
r i ch experience of Soviet agr icu l tura l sci-
ence in this field, a n d which was reviewed 
in t h e "Ir ish Democra t " las t year. 

I WILL t h a n k you to give t he following 
-A- space in your widely read paper . 

I am a ful ly paid-up member to the 
National Hea l th and Unemployment Act 
since its inception in 1912. I a m 58 years 
of age. On August 1st. 1950. I was ad-
mitted to the Nor th Inf i rmary , Cork, suf-
fering f rom pernicious anaemia . 1 was 
given daily in jec t ions at first, a n d subse-
quently these were reduced to every 
second day. I was kepi in hospi ta l for a 
period of two weeks and four days. Though 
the Society accepts responsibili ty for the 
patient for a period of four weeks from 
the date of admission, when the period can 
be extended on applicat ion f r o m the hos-
pital, I was discharged on August 19th, 
on the following unsa t i s fac tory conditions, 
which form the basis of my compla in t : 

(a) I was to purchase at my own ex-
pense the serum used in the injec-
tion. 

(b) I was then to take this to my doctor 
for applicat ion, and pay his fees as 
well. 

You can well imagine my feel ings when 
informed of the condit ions u n d e r which I 
was discharged. Whils t in no way a t tempt-
ing to push my view agains t those of my 
doctor, surely it mus t be conceeded tha t I 
a m far f rom being cured of my ai lment. 
But with practical ly 40 years ' s tamps 
while Hospital T r u s t Funds r u n in to mil-
lions. I am now expected to foot my own 
bill or die. 

I now propose to communica te my case 
to the D e p a r t m e n t of Social Wel fa re and 

see w h a t al ternat ive, if any, they h.ive to 
app ly in my case. 

If th i s represents t h e progress m a d e by 
our n a t i v e Republ ican Government wi th 
i ts 28 years of legislative experience, 
sure ly we cannot f ind faul t wi th our 
ne ighbours in the N o r t h for being hesi-
tant, to come in unde r such condi t ions? 
M a y I point out t h a t I have never d r a w n 
Sick Benefits, or t he Dole. So my first ex-
per ience in 1950 is surely in teres t ing. 

WILLIAM KINNEALLY 

? N " I r i sh Democrat ." May, 1950, yen in-
* vile comments a n d suggest ions, or 

c r i t ic i sm of the Li te ra ry Page. 
I do not agree wi th "Ball ina," page two, 

no r Desmond McNulty, page seven, " t h a t 
because a book is costly its quality only 
a p p e a l s to one section of your readers ." 

Worke r s in order to fi t themselves to 
govern must, increase their knowledge. 
Len in said l h a l every cook must learn 
to ru le the na t ion—and to quote a very 
"old hand"—Socrates . "Employ your t ime 
in improving yourselves by o lher men ' s 
d o c u m e n t s ; so you shal l come easily by 
w h a t others have laboured hard for." 

O u r considerat ion should not b ' the 
cost, but the content . 

T h e review by P. J . Clancy of the book 
on "Ned Kelly; Aus t ra l ian B u s h r a n g e r ' 
gives us a real view of class-conscious 
build-up. After read ing th is review I a m 
d e t e r m i n e d to get l h a t book by hook or 
by crook. 

Cer ta in ly we mus t have a l i terary page. 
I t s popular i ty and usefu lness will depend 
on t h e reviewers and t he content . Bu t t he 
a r t i c l e "This is where we came in" is In-
c l ined to garrulousness. 

H. W. LEARY 
Br i sbane . 
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THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

LETTER 
t P R O M I N E N T Manches te r T r a d e 

- ' Union o r - uiiser, who was as ii hap-
pi tied in Hvd» Park on July 16th and saw 
thc despicable a t t ack On the Connolly 
A--oriat ion meetitm. int.-, described v.nut j 
he saw to us. 

It is substant ia l ly what we h a w since j 
j-.-tn repor ted in the "Democrat ." and in | 
v ' ' w ol your a.ipeal. and in order to ex-
press cur d e t o n a t i o n of this "method" of 
eonduct ine political opposition, we Man-
ches ter I r i shmen. Trades Unionists, a n d 
members of the Ant i -Par t i t ion ol I re land 
League have clubbed together to send you 
t he enclosed sum of £2 which we hope you 
will accept as a memento of our love of 
f ree expression. Please sign us as 

"MANCHESTER I R I S H " I 

THE "IRISH DEMOCRAT" OFFERS DEEPEST 

SYMPATHY TO ALL RELATIVES OF THOSE 

WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN THE IRISH MAIL 

TRAIN DISASTER 

R . I . P . 

C O M M E N T 
We have ricieved a Jet;or from an Austrian 

ulM desires to remain anonymous, in rc-
spon-e lo the Connolly Association appeal 
rt yarding the hoodlum attack of July 16th. 
staling that he ideniilied two of those who 
took part m the disturbances as former 
members of the Fascist movement. Comment 
—we arc r.o; surprised. 

WHAT DO WE 
MEAN BY U N I T Y ? 

C O many of us are talking unity. 
** W h y are we not un i ted? It is 
because we all want the others to 
unite on O U R policy. But nobody is 
prepared to unite on our policy but 
ourselves. Resu l t ? W e stay dis-
united. 

Isn't it ridiculous ? 
If we took something we all had 

in common, would it be possible to 
unite in action on that , and let the 
other things be for a while ? The pur-
pose of this article is to examine some 
of the possibilities in this direction. 

Let us s t a r t a t home. T h e Connolly As-
sociation is one of the oldest I r ish orga-
nisations in Bri tain. It h a s built up a 
tradit ion a n d a loyalty among its mem-
bers 

To be in the Connolly Association you 
must be a follower of J a m e s Connolly, 
both a socialist and a republican. The 

Or the Gaelic Athletic Association? Does 
any Irish spor tsman like the idea cf Ul-
s termen f rom the nor th-eas t playing for 
Britain in internat ional spor ts? 

There is an organisat ion which h a s 
sprung up in competit ion with the an t i -
part i t ion League in London, whose leaders 
see in the prospect of w a r the best hope 
of Ir ish emancipat ion. They are opposed to 
peace, a n d regard the Br i t i sh working 
class as the i r enemies. Yet even he re 
many of the ordinary members are th ink-
ing (confusedly) merely in terms of 
nat ional independence. 
r r H R O U G H O U T the count ry there a rc 
-*- innumerab le Ir ish dance clubs, pri-

vately r u n halls, church halls . Wherever 
I r i shmen congregate the desire for t he 
Unity a n d independence of the country 
an imates their hopes a n d enlivens the i r 
discussions. 

In Scot land and Lancash i re there a re 
Sinn Fein Clubs, and C u m a i n n of F i a n n a 

actual political par ty you belong to ma t - I Fail. T h e r e are Ir ish Labour Clubs in 
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ters little as long as you s t and for this. 
You may be in the Ant i -Par t i t ion League, 
the Workers ' League, t he Labour Par ty , 
the Communis t Par ty , or no party, and 
>ou are still eligible. 

Yet if you a t t end Connolly Association 
meetings you will find most of the t ime 
taken up in discussing how to fu r the r the 
unity and independence of Ireland. 
TVTOW take t h e Ant i -Par t i t ion League. 
-1-' Here the re are also qualif icat ions for 
membership. You mus t be opposed to the 
partition of I re land a n d wish to end it, 
and you must not be a "known Commun-
ist." 

Strangely enough the bulk of the t ime 
at Anti-Part i t ion League meet ings is t aken 
up with the same quest ions which loom 
largest at Connolly Association meetings, 
though there is a r a t h e r d i f ferent ap-
proach to them. Nearly all of its members 
are in favour of the re tent ion of capi tal ism 
af te r I re land h a s her independence, while 
the Connolly Association members are in 
favour of its abolit ion. 

Then take the Gaelic League. Qualifica-
tion for membersh ip is in teres t in the I r i sh 
language. Whi le there is no politics in it 
officially, w h a t Gaelic League member ever 
contempla ted the growth of t he language 
except t h r o u g h an independen t Uni ted 
I re land? 

South Lancashire and elsewhere, and t he 
r e m n a n t s of the old se l f -determinat ion 
league even now linger in the district . 

Can all th is welter of varying and op-
posing opinion be brought together into 
one all-embracing organisa t ion? 

The answer is first t h a t at present it 
cannot , and second tha t it need not, in 
order to achieve unity you do not need to 
give up your own policy, or to accept some-
body else's. It is sufficient to unite in 
what you agree on, and not to unite in 
what you do not agree on. 
T 7 E R Y simple ideas unfo r tuna te ly exist 

' on t he subject of uni ty . The purpose 
of unity is not logical perfect ion. I t is not 
the common expression of abstract pr in-
ciple. It is not union of hear t s , nor iden-
tity of opinion. It is the achievement in 
common of such purposes as are held in 
common, a n d the pursui t separately of 
purposes which are held separately a n d 
the suspension of an tagonism. 

T h e separately held purposes are to a 
degree l imited by having to be prosecuted 
in conformity with the common purpose. 
On the o lhe r hand they a r e strongly pro-
moted by the enormous s t r eng then ing of 
t ha t common purpose. Only those whose 
objects are mutually contradic tory need 
be disturbed about this. 

Unity need not last for ever. It can dis-

solve when the purpose is achieved. It may 
on the o lher h a n d extend to o the r sub-
jects on which a l the beginning no unity 
seemed possible. 

Some people th ink tha t Unity is 
achieved by "declar ing suppor t" for some-
thing somebody else is doing. Declarat ions 
help undoubtedly, but tha t is only a be-
ginning. What is wanted is the common 
prosecution of the common purpose. 
I F Hie Ha r r i ng ton proposals for a con-

ference of all Ir ish o rgan isa t ions in 
Bri tain were to receive wide suppor t , all 
these quest ions would become very Im-
por tant . For l h a t reason it may be as well 
to be clear that the Connolly Association 
would not cease to believe in Socialism be-
cause it worked for something which the 
capitalist suppor te rs of the an t i -par t i t ion 
League also wanted . T h e members of the 
P i anna Fail clubs could not possibly be-
come communis ts because they worked for 
something which the communis t s also 
wanted. 

If a pol iceman and a burg la r join to-
gether to head off a mad dog, they do not 
thereby more t h a n defer the se t t l ement of 
the i r own little differences. But it is very 
sensible for t h e m to combine in such a 
way. 

What is needed is thus some way in 
which the var ious Irish organisat ions , 
while going on th ink ing differently, going 
on disagreeing, arguing, cri t icising, dis-
cussing and debat ing, may cease doing the 
unprofi table t h i n g — quarre l l ing to the 
advantage of the enemy. 
I T has been suggested tha t one t h ing on 
J which everybody is agreed is t h a t Bri-
t ish troops should leave I r ish soil. I t might 
even be tha t a fa i r proportion of t he Bri-
t ish Labour a n d Trade Union movement 
migh t support such a proposal. 

Why not consider uni t ing on t h a t ? Why 
not organise such a united campa ign on 
t h a t one issue t h a t the government of the 
day would be compelled to act or learn the 
reason why? 

And while everybody would be bound to 
act on that , they would be free to propa-

STUDENTS CONDUCT SOCIAL SURVEY 
A SMALL "social survey" carried out 

by members ot the Dublin Uni-
versity Fabian Society and other stu-
dents on pa r t s of Corporation Build-
ings and Foley Street revealed s ta r t l ing 
facts, of which the following are a 
selection. 

Comparison with the figures f rom a 
more restr icted survey carr ied out in 
1943 showed tha t in Corporation build-
ings overcrowding had diminished 
somewhat , but there were still cases of 
7, 8, 9 and one of 12 per room. Apart 
from this the general picture was un-
changed; it fits in with tha t given be-
low. 

In Foley Street , in the 54 houses in-
vestigated, there were 3 cases of 13 in 
one room, 1 of 12, 3 of 11, 1 of 10, 2 ot 
9, 5 of 8 and 7 of 7, in a room. This 
makps 201 persons in 22 rooms. 

Of 60 income earners interviewed, 21 
were pe rmanen t ly on the dole, 19 were 
on pensions, 13 worked regularly, 6 had 
casual work. Only 3 earned over £6 
per week. 

Girls working in factories, aged 20 to 
25, were ge t t i ng £1 to £1 10s. per week. 

There was only one case of a re-
mi t tance f rom England. There were ten 
relatives who had emigrated , all be-
tween 20 a n d 25. 

There was one case of a widow a n d 
two g rand -daugh te r s spending 7/6 a 
week on food. Four widows never saw 
meat, vegetables, but ter or eggs. In 

most cases where meat is sometimes 
eaten, it is a treat on Sunday. Less 
than one half of the people interviewed 
ever bought but ter ; most of these never 
bought the full ration. Few ate eggs at 
all. Many large families only spend £1 
a week on food 

There was one case of six families 
sharing one tap. The major i ty pawn 
from Monday to Friday. In 10 cases, 
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i.e., one 50th of the total number , there 
was no th ing left to pawn. 

The rubbish chutes which had been 
thought fu l ly provided by the builders 
in 1907 were in all cases blocked or out 
of order; no effort was made to repair 
them. 

There were eight cases of tubercu-
losis and one of cancer but numerous 
other diseases. One woman had had 15 
children of which six had died. 

The general comment was "the only 
traffic is the waggon' (hearse) and tho 
ambulance ." 

In cases where people had moved out 
to the new housing estates they had not 
been able to pay the rent and had been 
evicted. 

All the houses investigated were 
owned by the Corporat ion. Repairs were 
done fairly promptly (with the excep-
tion of the rubbish chutes) . But the 
genera l picture was one of overcrowd-
ing, unemployment and depair, with 
one or two exceptions. 

Housing alone is not enough. T h e 
employers have been successful in ex-
ploit ing cheap labour long enough. As 
well as better hea l th services, pensions 
a n d so on, it is necessary for the T rade 
Union movement to make a vast orga-
nis ing drive a m o n g the lower-paid 
workers and unemployed. It is not suffi-
c ient to stake wage claims for those al-
ready organised. 

Employers ought not to be allowed to 
d iscr iminate agains t people from Cor-
porat ion buildings, as they wore found 
to do. This only perpe tua tes the misery 
of the tenants. But organisat ion will 
be required to force a change. 

People must organise as unemployed 
or casual workers to demand a c h a n g e 
in the situation which dooms t h e m to 
remain so in perpetui ty . They mus t 
organise as t e n a n t s to fight for ade-
qua t e re-housing, bet ter sani tary condi-
t ions and so on. 

T h e "Inspector" was found to have 
been a regular visitor to Corporat ion 
bui ldings since t he 1943 survey, when 
a row m i l . . . . u p In tti* press. He 
was unknown in Foley Street ; th i s 
shows how much t he Corporation cares. 

gate the i r own dist inctive policy in com-
pet i t ion with the o ther points of view, in 
the i r own time a n d at their own expense. 

Al t he moment the Connolly Association 
is p ropaga t ing Socialism. F i a n n a Fai l 
clubs are p ropaga t ing capital ism. T h e 
I r i sh Labour clubs are propaga t ing sup-
por t for the Labour Governmen t in Bri-
tain. The Gaelic League is t rying to keep 
politics out of it. 
' T h e proposit ion is t h a t they should go 

on doing what they are doing now. a n d 
nobody should s top them. 

But AS WELL, they should mobilise 
the i r members in one single united cam-
paign for one item which would cont r ibute 
towards the a t t a i n m e n t of Irish independ-
ence, and let the combined s t reng th win 
the first round. 

Let us get SOMETHING moving. 
W h a t we want is a movement , not a new-

organisat ion. The creat ion of such a move-
ment would br ing in to existence active 
Ir ish na t ional i s t cent res in every im-
p o r t a n t Br i t i sh city. 

One of the first consequences of the 
existence of such a movement would be a 
reawakened interest in the Irish Question 
a m o n g the British public as a whole, and 
a m o n g the powerful T rade Union move-
men t in par t icular . People laugh a t Sean 
Dunne ' s ant ics . They get no f a r t h e r t h a n 
one snappy headline. People take a 
movement seriously. 

T h e effect of a United Irish movement 
allied with the m a s s of English Labour 
and Liberal sen t iment , would compel any 
British Government to take notice of its 
responsibilit ies. 

So let us get to work! 

POINTS FROM 
LECTURES 

MR. MYLES MORDAUNT, lecturing to 
the West London branch of the Con-

nolly Association on "A Connolly-ite in the 
Troubles," said that a completely false his-
torical picture had been built up by the sup-
porters of the 1921 Treaty. The mylh of 
the great war-leader and organiser, Mick 
Collins, was the creation of Lord Rother-
merc and the "Daily Mail." He advocated 
closer relations between the Labour and the 
Republican movement. 
\ DDRESSING the South London branch 

-1 ' on Partition. Mr. Desmond Greaves 
said that national independence was the next 
stage to be achieved in the development of 
Ireland. There must be created a national 
movement, north and south, and the working 
class must take the initiative, and not "sup-
port" what the politicians said. The weak-
ness of Labour was the difficulty. This was 
due in the South to the failure of Labour 
to take up the national banner indepen-
dently and the tendency to see trade union-
ism as the be-all and end-all of its work. 
U TILL more so was this true in the north, 
» ' where people made all sorts of excuses 
not to be involved in the difficult task of 
winning the Protestant workers into the 
national front. Some had Ihouglil that the 
alternatives to the predominantly trade 
union policy of the present was the fight 
for Socialism. Only in the long-term sense 
was this true. The way lo break through 
trade union bounded narrowness was to 
rouse the Norlhern Protestants as Irishmen, 
to lell them that the advantages they expect 
to get from the British connection can only 
be got by allying themselves with their 
southern fellow-countrymen to free Ireland 
from Oo»k lo Antrim. But it was no use 
merely echoing the vague capitalist slogan 
of "End Parti t ion" . . the Nationalist slogan 
should .be "Independence for all Ireland," 
which meant a bit more. 

At olher meetings Mr. E. Qulnn traced the 
history of Sinn Fein up to 1927, and Mr. 
Patrick O'Neill described "Dublin To-dav." 
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PATRIOTISM AND PEACE 
An American Irishman Looks at the Korean Struggle 

' Brea thes there a man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself has said: 
This is my own, my nat ive land.' " 

I N these United States, in Britain, in Ire-
I land, in a score of countries, people 

in all walks of life a re viewing with deep-
est anxiety the s laughter and prepara t ions 
lor even greater s laughter in which the i r 
governments, without their consent, a re 
a t t empt ing to Involve them. 

It seems incredible t ha t five years only, 
just five short years, have passed since 
the Hitlerites, s t ra ining for world domina-
tion a n d lashing their slave manpower to 
convulsions of vain effort , went down to 
defeat under the blows of avenging 
humani ty . How much more fantast ic is it, 
then, tha t only live years a f te r that clique 
of adventurers so u t te r ly failed, a new 
te t is on the scene, apparent ly believing 
itself destined to succeed where its pre-
cursors so miserably per ished! 

One would think t h a t individuals prid-
ing themselves on the i r prowess in s ta te-
craf t . on the magni tude of their under-
takings. would have been able to read, in-
terpret and memorise t he lessons of t h a t 
mad gamble. 

"The records . . . <the cold post mor t em 
of World War XI h a s stated) . . . chal-
lenge the imagination . . . More than 100 
million, one out of every twenty beings on 
the globe . . . engaged in the fighting 
forces . . The official lists . . more t h a n 
20 million casualties; 30 million men . 
women and children driven from thei r 
homes; 10 million more massacred; hun-
dreds of thousands of homes left in ruins. 
The cost . . . the sum of 1.000,000 million 
dollars (a billion dollars). The great weal th 
of the world . . . concentrated on destruc-
tion. 

"Nations accumulated an indebtedness 
which f a r exceeds all the money in t h e 
world . . . The responsibility for mee t ing 
this obligation . . . placed on fu ture gen-
erat ions . . . The a m o u n t of money con-
sumed . . . sufficient to build a home for 
every family in the world, or to give a n 
education to every chi ld . . . f a r g r ea t e r 
than all the moneys ever expended fo r 
schools, churches . . . hospitals, since t h e 
beginning of the h u m a n race." 
"VTO claims of ext remis ts these, or of 
-L* pacifist idealists whose s t rength of 
conviction possibly caused their j u d g m e n t 
to r u n wild. These f a c t s and figures sum-
marise t he sober, u n a n i m o u s conclusions 
o£ a la rge group of scho la rs who wrote t he 
ep i t aph of World W a r I I . Their verdict, we 
may be sure, is one t h a t t he permanent ly 
maimed, disfigured a n d stunted, the home-
less, t he hungry a n d t h e ill-clad of th is 
genera t ion will ponder and forever re-
member . Yet it doesn ' t appear to have 
given a moment 's pause to the planners of 
the new Armageddon. 

Twice—twice—in thir ty-odd years t he 
most spectacular occupation of one half 
the world has been t h e destruction of t he 
o ther half , or the paral lel effort of avoid-
ing destruction by the other half. And 
twice, the verdict, t he dispassionate ver-
dict a f t e r all the evidence was in, h a s 
been t h a t the hands of the guilty were 
those of imperialist adventurers who 
cloaked their designs wi th hypocritical ap-
peals to patr iot ism a n d even religion. 

Again, a hairpin t u r n of history, a n d 
again t he peoples, sensing disaster, look 
to each other and ask : Are we gofng to be 
able to survive? Is it believable, possible, 
tha t despite the in tense desire of all for 
peace, a criminal few actually plan to 
fling us into a hell worse by far t han the 
one f r o m which we so lately and for tu-
nately survived? 

THE people see clearly enough w h a t 
threatens , yet appear helpless, mes-

merised by the governments and ru le rs 
they no longer control. Why? Because a t 
last, sensing the t ru th , they realise t h a t 
in some way they do not yet unders tand 
their ability to r e s t r a in and influence 
those to whom they have entrusted gov-
e rnmen t has all but vanished. To such an 
extent, indeed, that even those daily be-
ing asked to send to t he slaughter those 
neares t and dearest to them are still 
silent, fear ing to voice their protests lest 
they be denounced before the people as 
being disloyal, unpatr iot ic . 

Unquestionably, one of the s t rongest 
emot ions in life and society is the inst inct 
of the patriot , the love of the citizen for 
his own land and people This selfless de-
votion t ime and aga in h a s saved n a t i o n s 
and peoples in their da rkes t hour. I t is a 
great inst inct , a most necessary loyalty, 
for wi thou t the na t ion , without society, 
t.h# individual is unabU t o exist The duty 
of t h e patriot , therefore , Is a duty t h a t 

touches everyone, going beyond the in-
dividual life, even to death, and for this 
reason, rulers and governments have fa r 
too often relied upon it to save them from 
the consequences of their own errors, 

"VITHAT is the reasonable basis for this 
loyalty? Certainly, it can be nothing 

else than that , for the good of the whole 
people, the individual owes allegiance to 
his nation in its r ight and just enterprises. 
But surely, only in those, for our experi-
ence with Hitler Germany, wi th Fascist. 
Italy and Japan , as with the imperialist 
cliques of World War I. proves beyond all 
doubt tha t the conscience of the world 
places a limit on the claims tha t may be 
made on the patr iot ism of the citizen. 

May a patriot give allegiance, for ex-
ample. to a s ta te policy of race-slavery 
and slaughter, or to indiscriminate mas-
sacre of civilians or the una rmed? Does 
he serve his land and people who blindly 
fall in with the plans of conquerors 
abroad and profiteers at home? Who, in 
such case, would be left to keep fa i th with 
the sufferers, with the expendable cannon 
fodder of the world? 

"fT" rHAT kind of patr iot ism animates 
»* those who toy with the idea of ad-

vancing their interests a n d subduing 
others to their rule by the dropping of 
atomic and super-atomic bombs? 

It is time to challenge such patriotism, 
time for the citizens of all na t ions to seek 
the answer to t he question: W h a t is the 
end of such loyalties as these? 

The issue is before us. We are being 
asked by our governments to support hos-
tilities "to end aggression." A "peaceful" 
area has been "invaded." we are told, and 
whatever the cost in lives and treasure, 
we must repel this "invasion" and restore 
"peace" and "a rule of law." 
T ET us consider this question, diligently, 
-L1 deliberately. Others may feel a 
necessity to knock up people a t two in 
the morning and summon them and their 
assemblies to arms. We needn ' t be quite 
t h a t hurried. T h e lives of thousands 
surely, millions perhaps, tens and hun-
dreds of millions conceivably, are a t stake. 
I t is a time for care, for the exercise of 
our best, t ruest judgment . A t ime for us 
to understand, thoroughly, wha t it is t ha t 
we are expected to do. 

As to the aggression: Do we have the 
accounts of both sides to the dispute, or 
t h a t of one side only, told in desperate 
urgency to a man awakened f rom his sleep 
in the middle of the night and pressed to 
act at once? 

Is it true, or false, tha t months before 
these hostilities commenced, the chief 
executive of the South Korean regirhe ap-
pealed to our occupation authori t ies in 
J a p a n for permission to a t tack and over-
come his enemies in the nor th? And is it 
t rue, or false, tha t our authorities, in res-
ponse, urged h im to "wait, he was not 
ready?" And if false, how does it chance 
t h a t reputable sources reported these 
th ings as true? 

Is it true that several months ago. an 
election was held in South Korea under 
conditions tha t had our approval, and t ha t 
as a result, a resounding major i ty of re-
presentatives thus elected were opposed to 
Synghman Rhee and his adminis t ra t ion? 

by 

THOMAS COX 
(Former contr ibutor to "The Bell") 

And if false, how is it t ha t papers tha t 
pr in t "all the news that ' s fit to pr in t" re-
por ted it as being t rue? And if true, where 
are those elected representatives of the 
South Korean people to-day? 

Is it true t h a t the South Koreans con-
sider t h a t their land has been invaded 
f r o m the north? And if so, how is it t ha t 
the "defending" forces find it necessary 
to drive the inhab i tan t s f rom their homes 
and neighbourhoods and herd them off to 
rear areas, instead of having them as wil-
ling, sturdy allies in the fight for their 
" invaded" soil? Or is it true, perchance, 
t h a t they do not consider themselves in-
vaded at all, but desire only peace in their 
country and a chance to work out their 
own destiny in their own way? 

IS it true tha t the populations of fifty-
two countries actually approve the 

a rmed "defence" of Korea? Or is it more 
credible that the decision taken in the 
n a m e of the United Nations was in fact a 
sham, having nothing in common with 
the real desires of the populations those 
delegations claimed to represent? 

Does the American President, the lead-
ing figure in the campaign of hostilities, 
really believe he acts in the interests of 
his country and people when he preaches 
a crusade against "communism"? If so, 
why is he not equally zealous in guarding 
the i r interests f rom the legalised the f t s 
of t he war-profiteers? In view of the 
gigant ic costs of "defence," and of the bur-
dens consequently placed on the American 
people, no move could be more clearly in 
the i r interest t h a n the nat ionalisat ion of 

the a rms industries. Why is it not recom-
mended? 
/ \ R can it be t h a t in its devotion to p.ofit 
^ enterprise, in its deference to the 
thousand-million-dollar combines, I h e 
American Government finds it necessary 
to look overseas for more booty, finds it-
self in a role hardly dist inguishable f rom 
tha t played by Hitler or the Churcliill-
Black-and-Tan regime of '20-'21, but finds 
its plans going awry, and is unders tand-
ably angered when the Korean people ob-
stinately prefer to retain their own inde-
pendence and heritage, and to reject the 
overlordship of the United S ta tes? 

Have we ourselves established a irodel 
s ta te tha t all may emulate, where tace 
and religious discriminations a rc no more, 
and man 's inhumani ty to m a n is a t'.iing 
of the past? Or is it true t ha t a citizen of 
a certain colour may languish in dun-
geons on t rumped-up charges for more 
than nineteen years—nineteen years of 
cruelty, degradat ion and degeneracy—only 
to find out upon his fortuitous escape tha i 
t he national government t h a t was unable 
to lift a l iberat ing hand was only too 
prompt to seize h im and re tu rn h im if his 
jailers so desired? 

"V17HAT are our qualifications for teach-
ing o thers democracy and the bet-

ter life? Tolerat ion of slums and lyneh-
law? Denials of the const i tut ional bill of 
r ights? Official aid and comfort , a t public 
expense, in ins tance a f te r ins tance to die-
ha rd fascists? High explosive indiscrimi-
nately dumped from th i r ty- thousand feet 
on a population the members of which, by 
consti tutional fiat, are denied the citizen-

"ship privileges of this na t ion? 
And the American people themselves— 

are they wholeheartedly in favour of the 
policy of their government? Or is it true 
t h a t 25 per cent of tbpse being called for 
the d r a f t are fail ing to appea r? The 
American soldier is as brave as the soldier 
of any other. Why, then, h a s he done so 
poorly against a relatively weaker na'j.on? 
Or is it true, perchance, t ha t incompetence 
and error in h i g h office, plus h i s ignor-
ance of why he fights, plus the superior 
morale of the Koreans, combine to shame 
and drain his spiri t? 

Which deserves the better opinion of the 
world? The alien force tha t , thousands 
of miles f r o m its own shores, imports 
greater and grea te r cargoes of destruction 
and death? Or the embat t led of Korea, 
fighting amid the i r native valleys and 
hills, and declaring in their own tongue 
with invincible passion: 

"This is my own, my nat ive land." 

IN INDUSTRY By P A T CLANCY 

Casting an Eye on the Irish T.U.C. 
T H E note of enthusiasm which 

marked the discussion on wages 
at the T.U.C. shows the determination 
of Irish Trade Unionists to get at least 
a share of the ihuge profits now being 
made by the capitalists. The ever-
widening gap between wages and the 
cost of l iving is shaking up even the 
most complacent in the Iris4i Labour 
Movement. 

A resolution proposed by Mr. Malachy Gray 
of Belfast, member of the Executive, called 
upon affiliated bodies to work closely with 
the National Executive, and with each other, 
so as to present a united front on the wage 
demand. The Minister for Finance had not 
refuted the arguments presented to him in 
favour of a general wage increase, said Mr. 
Gray. What was required was an effective 
campaign throughout the country led by 
the Executive and supported by the branches 
and shops. 

Seconding the resolution, Mr. Jim Larkin 
pointed out that "whenever we make a claim 
for higher wages, we have to go before ex-

j perts and make it in public, and we are 
required in order to sustain our argument to 
deal with and explain the lives of our people. 
If we have to do that should not the manu-
facturers come before the public and state 
how they arrive at their prices and profits? 

"We ask to sit in judgment on manu-
facturers and retailert and wholesalers and 
satisfy ourselves that prices are fair and 
that there are no hidden profits." 

Obstacle 
The principal obstacle in the way of the 

unity of the Irish trade union movement 
seems to be the in transient at t i tude of the 
leaders of the Congress of Irish Unions, who 
want to become the big: bosses of the whole 
Irish trade union movement, and are willing 
to press their demagogic nationalism at the 
risk of dividing the workers in the Six 

Counties between Protestant and Catholic 
trade union movements. 

Most of the executives of the British unions 
are fully alive to the fact that the present 
position cannot continue and are willing to 
review the whole question. As a matter of 
fact, some of the executives would willingly 
wind up their Irish membership, but the 
Irish members are opposed to it. The 
National Union of Railwaymen, one of the 
largest English unions in Ireland, are going 
into the whole question at the conference 
next year, and may decide to wind up their 
Irish membership. They were considering 
similar action in 1946 but it was temporarily 
postponed in order to secure the judgment 
of the Supreme Court on a section of the 
Trade Union Act which was contrary to the 
constitution. Should the N.U.R. decide to 
wind up its Irish membership it is believed 
tha t they will hand over an agreed sum of 
money to their 10,000 Irish members, and 
will assist them to start their own organisa-
tion. The National Union of Railwaymen 
has been in Ireland since 1903 and since 
then has been engaged in a number of dis-
putes, negotiating conferences on wages, 
generally improved conditions, and travel 
facilities. 

union movement, whilst at the same time 
pointing out that having Irish-based unions 
does not mean that we are not anxious to 
have "Fraternal Association" with the 
British trade union movement. 

But unity can only come by sound healthy 
criticism on the part of all concerned. By 
discarding their sectarian ideas and by ex-
posing sectarian bodies on both sides which 
stand in the way of unity, whether it be 
the Orange Order, or its Catholic counter-
part, the Ancient Order of Hiberians. 

Childish 

If Willing 
Some of the trade union leaders in the 

Six Counties hold the view that even if the 
English unions are willing to hand over all 
powers to their Irish members, that the 
Protestant worker would refuse to Join Irish 
based unions and therefore that the problem 
cannot be solved without first solving the 
great National Issue of Partition. Surely 
this is running away from the problem; if 
we cannot get unity in the trade union move-
ment, how can we hope to get national 
unity? 

IT is possible to get unity on both Issues. 

But it will mean waging the battle of 
ideas in the minds of the Protestant workers. 
We must clearly and simply point out the 
advantages to be gained by a united trade 

The childish action of Sean Dunne and a 
few other delegates in walking out of the 
Trades Union Congress because the Executive 
Invited fraternal delegates from Northern 
Ireland Labour Party, is to be deplored, and 
was then responsible for a motion which 
might have resulted in splitting the T.U.C'. 
it it was not for the moving appeal for unity 
made by Mr. J. Kerr of the Belfast Trades 
Council. 

Here was an example of Protestant workers 
fighting for unity whilst nationalists with 
sectarian ideas were creating disunit>. If 
the Northern Ireland Labour Party have 
adopted the mistaken policy of accepting 
Partition, we will never convince them that 
they are wrong by refusing to speak to them 
or to associate with them and by trying to 
isolate them. On the contrary, rather must 
we work out ways and means of mixing and 
associating with them, and trying to lind 
out what we have In common and then by 
trying to get common action with them on 
those questions. Once we get a basis for 
unity on some questions, we can extend it 
far beyond the limits it started from, and 
finally to the major question of the unity 
and independence of the country. 

It may be easier to walk out of a confer-
ence in protest, than to stop there and wage 
the battle of ideas, but In the long run we 
have no OOUbts as to which wilt be most 
successful. 

/ 

BOOKS, T H E A T R E and CINEMA by ALEC DIGGES 

THE GOLDEN 
LAND 

THE ROAD TO CUZCO," by Ena Dargan 
(Andrew Melrose, 20/-). 

]y |;ss DARGAN—an Irish traveller-
has written a very spirited and read-

able account of her journeyings in South 
America and especially in High Peru, the 
par i of the ancient empire of the Inca 
ruiets now called Bolivia af ter the grea t 
rebel Simon Bolivar (of whom, however, 
she does not speak). 

11 is an extraordinary country f rom 
many points of view, and any account of 
it in ancient or modern times, or, as in 
this book, both, is bound to interest any-
one with a feeling for s t range places, old 
customs and ancient ways of life. 

In the first place its position is unlike 
tha t of any other country, for it is on the 
equator and yet, owing to its great height 
up «n the mountains, large parts of it a re 
very cold. The principal town, La Paz, is so 
closeliy shut in by steeply towering moun-
t a i n tha t a t tempts at building fu r the r 
outwards have merely resulted in the 
houses sliding down the hillsides. Trans-
port is very difficult; the roads loop fan-
tastically up and over the mountain pre-
cipices; the rivers often give no way out, 
for iiiey tunnel into the rock and go under-
ground. The extremes of climate are 
asi wind ing, f rom bare dry bitter-cold up-
lands to deep hot jungle-like valleys grow-
ing hundreds of different kinds of bana-
nas. 

Biri above all it is the history and soci-
ety of High Peru, or Bolivia, tha t grips 
the reader 's interest. This was the Eldo-
rado, the Golden Land, of the Spanish 
discoverers and conquerors, the Conquista-
dores, who came a f t e r unbelievable hard-
ships over the mounta ins to the ancient 
civilisation a kind of feudal tyranny 
showing clear relics of a collective co-
operative form of society tha t had gone 
before—where gold, silver and emeralds 
were to be found not in handfuls or a rm-
luis but in mounds and roomfuls, and 
r a g g e d the land for plunder. 

With must difficulty—for horses a re 
nervous of great heights—they brought 
horses with them. No horse had ever been 
seer in the ancient land, and their plung-
ings and gallopings threw the "Indians" 
intc mortal terror; but those few who 
shewed their fear of the dreadful mon-
sters by wincing away were at once exe-
cuitd by the Inca (king-god) for showing 
cov ardice in the sight of an enemy. 

The first Spaniards to come—less than 
two hundred, against the Inca's army of 
fifty thousand—were themselves terrified 
at the position they had placed them-
selves in, cut off f rom all communication 
with their base and up on the roof of 
South America in a city walled round with 
all but impassable mounta ins ; but they 
had horses, they wore steel armour tha t 
knives and spears could not penetrate, the 
Inca's own system of f ree communal store-
houses provided them with ample food, 
and above all they had guns. 

They captured the Inca; he agreed to a 
ransom of gold filling a large room to the 
height of his fingertips s tretched up above 
his tall head, and of silver completely 
filling a smaller room; most of tWs fabu-
lous ransom was collected, but the Inca 
was executed all the same, and High Peru, 
Eldorado, became pa r t of the great em-
pire of Spain; and to this day of coursc 
Spanish is the official language, though 
no! that of the common people, called 
"Indians." 

THE ROAD TO CUZCO" is full of de-
tails about this ancient history and the 
modern customs, dances and Carnival 
Plays that date back to it. It also gives 
a fairly clear picture of the present con-
dition of the country and the continued 
semi-slavery ol the poor, who work the 
fields and the mines. There are many 
hints of how the country could be devel-
oped for the benefit of its people, by Irri-
gation works and improved roads (both 
which existed in large measure under the 
'ncas four hundred years ago), by the de-
velopment of more variety in crops to 
avoid for example Importing wheat f rom 
•he Argentine, by the proper control of 
the growth and sale of coca, the eocalne-
like plant whose leaves the "Indians" con-
stantly chew to keep off the pains of 
hunger and lack of sleep and which as the 
author sayt rapidly t rans forms bright 
llve'y children Into dull slavish "beasts of 
burden" Incapable of str iving to better 
their condition. 

in spite of • few slips, such as calling 
m<? Inca civilisation "socialist," "THE 
R0AD TO CUZCO" it well worth reading. 
1 t s Price makes K an unlikely buy for ordt-
n»'y readers, but your Public Library will 
Ret it for you If you put in a request. 

S.J. 

SUNSET 
BOULEVARD 

^ L M O S T reminiscent of the great old days is the hurricane-like 

wave of publicity upon which "Sunset Boulevard" has been 

launched. From the s ame stable as "The Lost W e e k - E n d , " this 

film packs a great deal of the punch and cruelty which have come 

to be so typical of contemporary novel and script writers. There 

is much of cruelty in this film, a cruelty at which the well-bred 

and clothed west-end audience were not slow to snigger. 
The theme of the picture revolves around 

the obsession of ;; laded first lady of the 
screen of silent-picture days who lives in 
lonely isolation in a great rambling museum 
of expensive bad taste dreaming of the "real 
clay on which she will "return" to her thou-
sands of fans throughout the world on the 
screen. "We had faces, then," she says, "we 
didn't need to talk." 

Into this Dickens-like world of decay and 
extravagance comes a young script writer 
(William Holden) who seizes on the aged 
film star's pathetic ambition as an oppor-
tunity to rehabilitate his banking account, 
becoming in the process what might be 
politely described as a "secretary." 

There is the smell ol decay about this 
picture. Not from the rat-haunted and 
deserted swimming pool, the grim scene in 
which a pet monkey is buried with all the 
grief accorded a child, the slow and deliber-
ate progress towards the inevitable madness 
and despair, the unhealthiness of the rela-
tion between the young script writer and 
his aged mistress, but even extending beyond 
and above that which would in itself have 
been quite enough. 

With that exquisite bad taste which only 
Hollywood seems to be capable of, the people 
chosen to caste this picture are ones whose 
personal background is such as to induce 
a naive belief in many filmgoers that what 
they are seeing is, in reality, the dramatisa-
tion of a real-life situation. 

The film star chosen to play the lead, and 
she gives a remarkable performance, is no 
less than Gloria Swanson, one of the real-life 
stars of silent days who grew up with films 
when we were still laughing at the Keystone 
Cops. 

The part of her ex-director turned butler 
who feeds her illusions and protects her from 
the reality of the life which has moved on 
outside the walls of her vast home on Sun-
set Boulevard, is played by Eric von 
Stroheim. 

Eric von Stroheim will be remembered by 
many as one of the most fantastic figures 
of the wealth-crazed early days of Hollywood. 
One of his outstanding achievements was a 
film entitled "Greed." which he shot from 
beginning to end without a studio-set, insist-
ing on filming every scene against its origi-
nal background, going to mines, sewers, the 
desert, the theatre lobby, the dental parlour, 
the saloon, knocking out walls for cameras 
and lights, and running up a bill which, 
even in those days of wasteful extravagance, 
was enormous. The film when completed 
ran to some eleven reels. 

What is real about the film is the guying 
of cinema's senseless and vulgar origin. What 
is neither sincere nor honest is to attempt 

to suggest that this, can now be surveyed 
from the standpoint of a Hollywood with 
a sufficiently decent set of moral standards 
to enable it to judge anything. It' there 
was senseless extravagance there was no 
"thought control." No star (or script writer) 

had to sign a document specifying his poli-
tical convictions. If there was vulgarity, 
it had the honest tang of the type of vul-
garity peculiar to the pub and the music-
hall, not the unhealthy and morbid exploita-
tion of depravity and sadism carried out 
with scientific calculation. 

The dialogue, which has been highly 
praised by most reviews, belongs to the hard 
brittle school and wisecracks substitute for 
depth of character. 

The sentimentalism of this school of script 
writers reaches its apex in their love scenes 
—"You .smell like freshly laundered linen"— 
while somewhere over the hills and far away 
there is always tha t story waiting to be 
written—you know the one—the real down-
to-earth one about the schoolmarm, the guy 
who lives in the wilderness, the place where 
there's waving corn and things grow. 

The picture is framed between the open-
ing and closing by a documentary-like 
realistic treatment of the arrival of a siren-
screaming homicide squad on Sunset Boule-
vard, the quick punch in the guts of an 
underwater shot of a body with the shim-
mering police in the background, and the 
final extrication from the swimming poo] of 
the .shot gigolo—"I always wanted a swim-
ming pool. Now I had one—all to myself." 

I have spent some time and spacc on this 
film because I think it is in many ways 
symptomatic and peculiar of the type of 
culture slapped up like meat on a counter 
to-day. A civilisation which is based on 
the brutality of Atmore Slate Prison, and 
the shooting down of refugees and senseless 
bombing of civilians can hardly be expected 
to produce films which will contribute to 
what is fine and decent in mankind. On 
the contrary, it is logical to expect to find, 
as one does find, that the art which ema-
nated from a society which lives by gangster-
like standards will be the art of the pin-table 
saloon and the dirty picture postcard. 

The craving for novelty and the fear of 
exploring reality, which alone could give 
new life, as for a brief space of time during 
the war it almost did, will lead from de-
pravity to d*pravity—there are not so many 
depths left for the bright young screen 
writers to explore. 

There may well be a connection between 
this and the brief space of living time which 
remains to the parent-body which sponsors 
Sunset Boulevards. 

A. D. 

JAe StiAUig, af the Moan 
"Oh! liven, tell me, Sean O'Farrell, tell me 

why you hurry so?" 
'Hush, a bhliachaill, hush and listen," and 

his cheeks were all a-glow. 
'I bear orders from the Captain, get you 

ready quick and soon, 
For the pikes must be together at the rising 

of the moon." 

"Oh! then tell me, Sean O'Farrell, where the 
gathering is to be?" 

"In the old spot near the river, right well 
known to you and nje." 

One word more—for signal token whistle up 
the marching tune, 

With your pike upon your shoulder, by the 
rising of the moon. 

Out from many a mudwall cabin eyes were 
watching through that night. 

Many a manly breast was throbbing for the 
blessed warning light, 

Murmurs passed along the valleys like the 
banshee's lonely croon. 

And a thousand blades were flashing at the 
rising of the moon. 

There beside the singing river that dark 
mass of men was seen. 

Far above the shining weapons bung their 
own beloved green. 

"I>eath to every foe and traitor! Forward! 
Strike the marching tune, 

And, hurrah, my boys for freedom! 'Tis the 
risinc of the moon." 

Well they fought for poor old Ireland, and 
full bitter was their fate— 

(Oh! What glorious pride and sorrow tills 
the name of Ninety-Klght)— 

Yet. thank God, e'en still are beating hearts 
in manhood's burning noon 

Who would follow In their footsteps at the 
rising of the moon! 

JOHN KEEGAN CASEY 
I ' ^ l W ^ l V > 1 ^ J ^ ' - ^ 1 ' ^ i ' . ^ i 

SC0TTSB0R0 
BOY 

A MERICAN President, Henry S. Truman, 
' * on January 7th, 1948, said in a State 
of the Union speech to Congress: "The basic 
source of our strength is spiritual. For we 
are a people with a faith. We believe in the 
dignity of man. 

"We have a profound devotion to the wel-
fare and rights of the individual as a human 
being. 

"Our first goal is to secure fully the essen-
tial human rights of our citizens. 

"Any denial of human rights is a denial 
of the basic beliefs of democracy and of 
our regard for the worth of each human 
individual." 

The President, protege of the notoriously 
corrupt Prendergast machine in Missouri, 
may have got away with the above claim on 
behalf of the "American way of life," but 
Negro Heywood Patterson, escaped from 
Kilbv Jail, Alabama, in the summer of 1948, 
to write "Scottsboro Boy" (Victor Gollancz 
Ltd., 16 -), a poignant and burning refuta-
tion. 

Patterson starts his story with the fight 
between black and white boys on a freight 
train travelling across Alabama. The whites 
being outnumbered by the blacks, got pushed 
off the slow-moving train. 

At Paint Rock, the next station, a furious 
mob was waiting to "put the niggers in their 
place," 

Two white girls travelling on the train 
provided the pretext for charging the bovs 
with rape. 

A bitterly prejudiced jury infringed the 
very basic tenets of jurisprudence and with 
malevolent enthusiasm sentenced the negro 
boys to death. 

Lynch Justice 
World opinion was stirred to protest at 

* iLs brutal injustice. International Labour 
d e f e n c e organisations got to w'ork. the 
Scottsboro Campaign Committee was set up. 
The U.S. Supreme Court ordered a retrial. 

At the retrial one of the two girls retracted 
her accusation admitting that no-one had 
raped her. Despite this crucial admission, 
the white jury returned a verdict of guilty. 

The presiding judge granted a motion for 
a third trial at which they were again found 
guilty and also at a subsequent fourth triai. 

Five years passed and, in spite of vigorous 
International Labour Defence action, only 
commutation of the sentence of death to 7~5 
years' imprisonment was achieved. A short 
time after four of the boys were released. 

Seven years later, five of the Scottsboro 
boys were still in jail. 

The experiences of Patterson, 17 years and 
four months in Alabama jail, being forced 
to be "a good nigger" with the aid of Win-
chester 75's and Colt 45's and the lash, make 
a brutal and sordid story. 

Let the central figure speak: "Atmore 
State Prison Farm has a law there that no-
body who commits murder will die. 

"Men were always going around Atmore 
with their pants open at the back like that 
so that their clothes wouldn't touch their 
beaten behinds. 

"First the dogs, maybe five or six packs, 
would bite him all up. Then the dog.boys 
near beat him to death so that he'd lay 
there quiet until the guards came. Then 
the gards came and got him to his feet and 
did tricks with him." 

Patterson finally escaped from Kilby Jail 
with its mental and physical corruption. The 
description of his escape, the pursuit by 
hounds, two which he drowned thus manag-
ing to throw the pursuing guards into con-
fusion. is an incredible tale of heroism and 
comment on the contemporary American 
scene. 

Patterson finally reached the state of 
Michigan, where the Governor refused to 
extradite him to Alabama. He concludes his 
book by saying: "I'll lay here In my room 
and see what you do. Then I'll make my 
next move." 

Ever-growing world demoratic opinion has 
given its reply. The action of the Governor 
of Michigan State was not unconnected with 
that reply. As Patterson remarks at the 
close of Ihls gripping book: "There was 
nothing unusuul in what happened to me. 
What was unusual was that the world got 
to hear about it." 
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Six- Prosperity 
Memtm on World Pence 

T H E l inen i n d u s t r y , a l t h o u g h little 
known to -day outside N o r t h e r n 

Ireland, is one of the oldest in the 
world, with a very interesting ihistory. 
According to Vavi lov flax was first 
cultivated somewhere in the moun-
tain districts of Western Asia, perhaps 
in Afghanistan, and linen garments 
were certainly worn by the ancient 
Sumerians and Egyptians, Herodotus 
felling us that the latter had a fashion 
of wearing linen under-garments and 
woollen over-garments, a fashion 
which became general throughout 
Europe. The cultivation of flax also 
spread into India, but her cotton was 
used for under-garments, and the flax 
was cultivated rather for the sake of 
its see^, or "linseed," which was used 
as a source of oil and latterly for 
feeding-stuffs for cattle and in the 
manufacture of linoleum, a practice 
which has become more widespread 
as the cultivation of linseed spread to 
other parts of the world, notably to 
Argentina. 

In Europe, however, it was cultivated 
mainly as a source of textile fibre, and flax 
growing was undertaken in many places, 
especially where the soil was damp and there 
was a good supply of water for the various 
preparatory processes and for bleaching, as 
in Northern Italy, the Low Countries of 
the Netherlands, Belgium and the adjacent 
parts of France and Germany, Bohemia, 
the central parts of Russia round Moscow. 
Ireland, Scotland and the North of England. 

In Ireland it was encouraged by successive 
British Governments from the time of 
Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, with 
a view to strengthening the Protestant 
settlement in Ulster, diverting the attention 
of the population from the woollen manufac-
ture. which might compete with tha t of 
England, and competing with the old-estab-
lished manufacture of the Continent. It was 
also encouraged by successive governments 
in Scotland, but in England only the coarser 
types were manufactured, and attention was 
gradually diverted to the manufacture of 
mixed fabrics with a linen warp and cotton 
weft. 

T O U R I N G the latter part of the 18th 
-L-' century the inventions of Highs, Cromp-
ton, Cartwright and others made it possible 
to spin and weave all-cotton fabrics, and 
cotton replaced linen for clothing, the con-
sumption of linen cloth per head in the 
United Kingdom, whk:h may have been six 
yards per head in 177b, falling to about four 
yards in 1913 Naporeon I offered a prize 
for a satisfactory method of spinning flax 
by machinery, and a f rame for this purpose 
was devised in France in 1810, but mechani-
cal spinning of flax was first successfully 
undertaken by Marshall of Leeds some time 
later,, and by Thomas Mulholland at the 
York Street Mills, Belfast, in 1828. The use 
of the power-loom did not become general 
until about 1870, aryi hand-loom weaving 
lingered In Ulster until the 20th century. 

Mechanisation, however, was sufficient to 
give Ulster a competitive advantage over the 
Continent, and by 1870 the linen industry of 
Northern Ireland had secured a virtual 
monopoly of the world export trade, analo-
gous to that enjoyed by the Lancashire 
cotton industry. As late at 1850 England 
and Scotland each had as many spindles as 
Northern Ireland, but after that date the 
industry In the former countries declined, 
probably because of the lower wages paid in 
Ulster, where there were few alternative 
occupations. At the end of the 19th century 
Marshalls closed down their works at Leeds 
and transferred their business to the United 
States, and in Scotland the linen manufac-
ture gave way to tha t of jute, although a 
certain amount of linen is still manufactured 
in Fife and Angus, largely for use in linoleum. 

The history of the industry in Ulster is a 
curious example of arrested development. It 
grew rapidly till 1870, declined between 1870 
and 1887, revived for a period, and reached 
its' maximum output in 1918, after which a 
severe decline set in. Its older uses for sail-
cloth and sacking have largely disappeared, 
or it has been replaced by hemp and jute, 
and for clothing and domestic purposes it 
is obliged, to compete with cotton and rayon, 
so that it ' has come to be regarded mainly 
as a luxury product. 

1 ^LAX as yarn is slightly heavier than cot-
ton, but Its strength Is about double, 

and the cloth is much smoother and more 
lustrous than cotton cloth, presenting a less 
"woolly" surface, and it does not soil so 
readily nor retain or absorb moisture so 
freely. Hence It is a cool, clean and health-
ful material for bed-sheeting and clothing, 
While bleached linen, starched and dressed, 
possesses that unequalled purity, gloss and 
nmootbnaas which make it, alone the material 
suitable for shirt-fronts, collars and wrlst-

whUe the gossamer delicacy and 

strength make ii ideal for lace-making. lis 
manufacture, however, requires a number of 
processes preparatory lo spinning, including 
"retting." "hackling" and "scutching," not 
all of which have been satisfactorily mech-
anised, and these keep costs high. It is per-
haps for this reason that, despite the efforts 
of the Marshalls. flax-growing has Si •indled 
in the United Slates and North America im-
ports nearly all its linen from Ulster. 

'""PHE decline of the Ulster linen industry 
J - has been very striking since 1918, as 

the following figures make clear:— 
Production of Flax Yarn in United Kingdom 

1912 50.000 tons 
1930 27.000 tons 
1935 37.000 tons 

Production and Exports of Linen Cloth 
(United Kingdom I 

(million yards) 
Production. Exports. 

1888 280 
1912 371 193.6 
1930 152 161.5 
1935 179 83.1 

The statistics relating to the linen industry 
are not very fully, but it appears certain 
that between 1912 and 1935 employment fell 
by 40 per cent. This was extremely serious 
for Northern Ireland, since there were few 
alternative employments. As late as 1938, 

duce a hi^h rate of tuberculosis. Then' are 
few well-paid occupations in the linen in-
dustry. except for a small number of higiily-
skilled men, spinning being done on the 
"ring-l'rame," not on the "mule." 

I * LSTER workers, however,.have accepted 
these conditions, the chief reason for 

their so doing being the lack of alternative 
employment in Northern Ireland itself and 
the fact that until recent years linen was 
the only large-scale industry in Ireland, so 
that employment in other parts of the 
country has been even more difficult to ob-
tain than in Ulster. Trade unionism, very 
strong in the engineering and shipbuilding 
industries of Belfast, has been weakened in 
the linen industry by religious sectarian 
divisions, the workers being divided between 
the British Transport and General Workers' 
Union i Amalgamated Transport a n d 
General Workers' Union i, the Irish Trans-
port and General Workers' Union and a 
number of linen-workers' organisations 
limited to Northern Ireland. 

•"PHE second world war. however, brought 
t about numerous changes in the linen 

industry. Ireland produces only a small pro-
portion of the flax it consumes, the figure 
for Northern Ireland only (very little flax 
is grown in the Republic), being 10,000 tons 
in 1913 out of a total consumption of 94.000 

IN THIS SPECIALLY WRITTEN 
ARTICLE FLAX EXPERT 

GIVES A PENETRATING 
ACCOUNT OF 

IRISH LINEN 
despite the great fall in employment, it was 
estimated that the linen industry of North-
ern Ireland employed 70,000 workers, as 
against 15,000 in all branches of the engin-
eering and shipbuilding industry. In addi-
tion, a large number of workers are em-
ployed in "making-up" linen cloth into shirts, 
tablecloths and other articles, especially in 
Belfast and Derry, and there inst i l l a con-
siderable cultivation of flax onWir thern Ire-
land farms, while the manufacture of hemp 
rope employs a similar technique to that 
of the flax and linen industry. 

t r P O an even greater degree than other 
J- textile industries, the linen Industry 

has been marked by extreme specialisation, 
a long tradition of inherited skill, and small-
scale organisation. As late as 1935 nearly 
half of the mills employed less than 100. 
The technical organisation of the industry 
became stabilised about 1870, and changed 
very little. A Northern Ireland technical ex-
part wrote in 1919: "If ever there was an in-
dustry which clamoured for rejuvenation on 
half of the mills less than 100 persons. The 
linen from the basic selection of the flax 
seed mast suitable, right tftrough the hun-
dred-and-one processes to better salesman-
ship and distribution of finished fabrics. I l l s 
remarkable, but true, that here is one of 
the oldest industries in the world, but one 
where no-one can say that to-day flax is 
better grown, better scutched or better spun 
than in the time of Moses (Alfred S. Moore, 
"Linen," p. 1911. Even before this, in 1916, 
Mr. W. H. Webb of the Old Bleach Linen 
Company. Randalstown, informed the Irish 
branch of the Textile Institute tha t "it was 
an amazing fact that the linen industry had 
not progressed at all in the last 50 years. The 
exports, instead of increasing, had actually 
fallen. The extraordinary part was that the 
men In the linen industry' did not seem to 
be aware of the fact" (quoted in A. S. 
Moore's "Linen," pp. 191-2). 

The backwardness of the Industry is re-
flected In the conditions of work, which are 
probably worse than in the cotton and wool-
len industries of Britain, the work being 
carried on in heat and damp and the 
operatives, of whom the great majority are 
women and girls, suffering greatly from the 
irritation caused by the dust from the flax. 
In addition, the climate of Northern Ireland 
l.i cold and damp, and this combines with 
the nature of the work In the mills to pro-

tons, and 4.000 out of a total consumption 
of 44,000 tons in 1927, the chief source of 
supply of the raw material being the Soviet 
Union. During the first world war the 
British Government made arrangements for 
the bulk purchase of Russian flax, and was 
able to provide full employment in the linen 
mills, but similar arrangements, if made 
during the second world war, were not effec-
tive on a large scale, and attempts to in-
crease production in Northern Ireland met 
with only limited success, the maximum crop 
being 17,000 tons. Great efforts were made 
to increase flax cultivation in the British 
Empire, and even in Egypt, but the maxi-
mum figure reached was 60,000 tons, and 
consumption in Northern Ireland was halved 
between 1937 and 1941-5. Efforts were made 
to overcome shortages of supplies by develop-
ing the "cottonisation" of flax, in other 
words the elimination of some of the 

laborious processes preparatory to spinning, 
by mixing the "flax yarn with rayon or co -
lon yarn, and even bi: turning over the fl.tx-
spinning and weaving machinery to the pro-
duction of cotton and rayon yarn and cloth. 

As a result of the second world war many 
of. the old traditional features of the North-
ern Ireland linen industry were modified, 
and conditions began lo approximate to those 
in the cotton industry, while the outlook 
of the workers was to some extent modified 
both by emigration from Northern Ireland 
and by immigration into the country. Even 
before 1939 seven of the largest firms in the 
industry had 350,000 spindles, or two-filths 
of the total capacity, while five of the larg-
est firms had more than one-third of the 
looms, and integration has probably in-
creased since that time. The Ulster linen 
industry has become increasingly dependent, 
upon the North American market, and oil 
his recent visit to the U.S.A. in 1950 Sir Basil 
Brooke called for the investment of United 
States and Canadian capital in Ulster (there 
is very little British capital and almost all 
the capital hitherto raised has come from 
Northern Ireland itself). 

IN contradiction to decline of the Uister 
linen industry that of the Soviet Union 

has made remarkable progress. Whereas 
the total flax crop in the Russian Empire 
in 1913 was only 525,000 tons, of which about 
half was exported, the Five-Year Rehabilita-
tion Plan provides that it shall be raised 
to 800,000 metric tons in 1950, and that 
improved machinery shall be introduced for 
the planting, cultivation and picking of flax, 
and for its "primary treatment." An in-
creasing proportion of this flax was used in 
the Soviet Union itself, the factory produc-
tion of linen cloth rising from 130 million 
yards in 1913 to 190 million yards in 1930 
and 295 million metres in 1935, but there 
is still a very large export surplus, and 
Northern Ireland is still mainly dependent 
upon the Soviet Union for its supplies of 
flax. 

During the second world war the home 
market for flax in the United Kingdom was 
virtually closed down, almost the whole pro-
duction being diverted to military purposes 
or to "hard-currency" countries, principally 
Canada and the U.S.A. As long as the 
present "full employment" in North America 
continues this policy is likely to meet with 
success, but linen shirts, damask cloths and 
other specialities of Ulster remain luxury 
goods. The maintenance of a high rate of 
output in Ulster depends upon the continued 
import of flax from the Soviet Union, since, 
if this source of supply were to be cut off, 
the only alternative would be to supplement 
imports from the Irish Republic, the British 
Empire and Egypt with cotton and rayon 
yarns to produce mixed fabrics, which might 
serve for certain purposes but would hardly 
be a substitute for the traditional "Ulster" 
specialities, and could be produced as well 
or better in any other part of the world. 
The continuation of even a modest level of 
prosperity in Northern Ireland thus depends 
upon friendly relations with the Soviet 
Union. 
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