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Irish Tenant Refused 
Repairs to House GUM-SHOE MEN HUNT 

AFRICAN STUDENTS 
f P O W A K D S the end of last year the 

African Students of Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, held a demonstration in 
which they marched to the British 
Embassy in order to protest against 
the continued occupation of their 
country by British forces, and in par-
ticular against the proposed partition 
of Nigeria. 

We learn (oddly enough from Long-
ford where a newspaper is protesting -
against such undemocratic practices 
as tapping telephones, something well-
known in England) that detectives 
have been asking reporters to give 
them the names of any African 
students they knew to be present. For 
whom? Would it be the British? 

(( Go back to Tipperary " says Landlord 
Irish Democrat Reporter 

ECAUSE her husband was Irish, an English housewife, living 
in Hammersmith, was refused repairs to her house while her 

baby lay under the leaky roof coughing with bronchitis which 
turned to pneumonia. 

B 
This pcignant story was told at one 

of the election meetings of Mr. D. N. 
Pritt, prominent "Civil Liberties" 
K.C., who exposed the six-county 
' 'national prison" in 1936. 

MINERS* GREAT WIN 
AT CASTLECOMER 
Employers Capitulate 

^ A S T L E C O M E R is "en fete" to-day celebrating one of the 
^ most glorious victories in the history of Irish Trade 
Unionism. 

After eleven months of bitter struggle the men have won 
everything they asked for, and are furthermore to receive a lump 
sum of retrospective pay. 

Day workers are to receive an in-
crease of 9 and juveniles 4/6. A 
"breakage" allowance" of 3/6 is to be 
paid. 

Terms 
A spokesman for the men declared 

that the terms which the Company 
which only three months ago was 
busy trying to secure evictions to 
back up its campaign of intimida-
tion, has now been forced to accept 
are "one hundred per cent, satisfac-
tory." 

The I.T.G.W. representative, Mr. Boran 
was greeted with prolonged cheers when 
the set t lement terms were announced in 
Moneenroe Hall. 

He had played a leading par t in the 
negotiations leading to the sett lement, and 
must have known well the desperate priva-
tions the s t r ikers and their families had 
suffered dur ing the eleven months ' dead-
lock. 

Surprising 
It was therefore the more surprising that 

he chose this occasion to lecture the men 
on their duty to the company, as if there 
was implicit in the situation a suggestion 
that they were in some way at fault. 

No more hard-working and conscientious 
body of men exists than the Castlecomer 
miners. The i r irreplaceable value to the 
country was shown by the Government ' s 
refusal to g r an t them emigration facilities 
during the str ike. 

There is not one of them who would 
not be snapped up by British employers to 
earn double In England. 

It is an absurdi ty and an insult to ask 
these underpaid wage-earners to "play 
fair" with t h e boss who exploited them 
and tried to s tarve and freeze them into 
abject submission. Ra ther let them watch 
for his next move with the eyes of a hawk, 
since the calculated cunning of the rul ing 
class knows no limit. 

It is being said tha t if t he Union had 
chosen it could have b rough t sympathetic 
action to bear and ended the strike long 
ago. I t was widely though t t ha t the men 
would give in, and the priests who now 
compliment the men f rom t h e platform of 
victory were only a few months back 
urging t hem to give in. 

Congratulations 
The old I.R.A. (Castlecomer branch) has 

congra tu la ted the miners on their victory. 
In a message signed by J . Doyle appear the 
words: "Castlecomer is proud of you, and 
wish you all many years of peace and pros-
perity to en joy the f rui ts of your labours." 

A dist inctive feature of the strike was 
the suppor t given by the non-union men 
who came out with the union members. I t 
is widely hoped tha t they will now join the 
union. 

Now that Mr. Pritt has been de-
feated, thanks to the most shameless 
gerrymander of the General Election 
which took 7,000 of his supporters 
into a neighbouring constituency, the 
unfortunate woman is left without a 
hope. 

Evasion 
At the meeting she told in a voice tired 

with worry and breaking with feeling how 
she had lived in a leaky hovel year a f t e r 
year. Repeated requests to the landlord 
met with ei ther evasion or procrastination. 

When her one-year-old child caught 
bronchitis the landlord was completely in-
different. The only thing he was not in-
different to was the rent, which went on 
being paid. 

Finally when the child, whose bed h a d 
to be pushed on one side whenever it 
rained, contracted pneumonia she went 
personally to the landlord's house to ask 
him for pity's sake to mend the roof. 

"Where does your husband come 
from?" asked the landlord. 
Innocently enough, never thinking t h a t 

she would be penalised for marrying in 
her own country a man who was declared 
a Bri t ish citizen whether he liked it or 
not, she replied "f rom the County Tip-
perary." 

"Then let him go back to Tipperary," 
replied the landlord, "for he'll get no re-
pairs out of me." 

Gerrymander 
Mr. Pr i t t ' s enthusiast ic meeting was 

hushed as this story was told. He h a d 
taken up 5,000 such cases in five years. 

Children who have not yet learned to 
talk will live to curse the damnable gerry-
mander which robbed West London of its 
one progressive M P. 

Mr. Dulanty 
at Connolly 
Association 

Meeting 
r T H E Ir ish High Commissioner, Mr. John 

Dulanty, was present in a nrivate 
capacity at the Connolly Association anti-
part i t ion meeting on February 5th, where 
he heard Mr. Sean Nolan (Dublin) give 
the reasons why British troops should be 
immediately withdrawn from the Six-
Counties. 

Mr. J o h n Platts-Mills, Labour Indepen-
dent candidate for Finsbury. who h a d the 
support of the Finsbury branch of the 
Anti-Parti t ion of Ireland League in his 
campaign, declared his intention of fight-
ing for such a policy if re turned. Mr. 
Norman Kennedy and Mr. Desmond 
Greaves also spoke. Mr. P. J . Clancy was 
in ihe chair . 

O 

Right-wing 
House Returned 
i r p H E most Right-Wing House of Commons 
J- in recent British history has been re-
turned as a result of the General Election. 

Among the very few bright spots was the 
return of Mr. Fred Longden for Small Heath, 
Birmingham. 

The most enthusiastic supporters of a 
united Ireland, being in the nature of things 
of the Left, were defeated, and it is not 
expected that the new House will hear much 
about Partition. 

The two anti-Partition candidates in 
Northern Ireland who were returned but will 
not take their seats are Messrs. Cahir Healy 
and veteran Nationalist Mulvey. 

CORK DOCKERS DEMAND RIGHTS 

Breakages 
There may be a n attempt to hare the 

settlement reversed a t in* less advan-
tageous to the miners on the grounds men-
tioned by Mr. Boran, namely that ••break-
ages" are being abused. 

1 IKE the dockers of France , Italy and 
* J Holland, who have taken militant 

action to stop the landing of American 
imperialist a rms at European ports, the 
dockers of Cork on other, though not en-
tirely different , issues showed their fight-
ing spirit when four hundred of them went 
on strike in February, paralysing the port. 

The trouble began over the breaking of 
an agreement , which sent 1,300 angry 
dockers march ing from the quays to Con-
nolly Hall to hold a protest meeting. 
According to the agreement, dockers were 
to be hired a t a certain pa r t of the docks. 
This was ignored by a stevedore, Cullinane, 
and non-dockers from the Government-
subsidised Fuel Importers Company were 
put to work unloading. I t was hoped to 
save money In this way, because dockers 
are paid according to tonnage while the 
non-dockers received a fixed ra te of about 
£5 a week. 

M E R G E D 

This strike became merged with another 
one which began when seventy members of 
the I.T.G.W.D. stopped work in protest 
against th<» suspension of a baggage 
master. Dockers on other ships stopped 

from JAMES SAVAGE 

work in support , and at the time of writing 
six vessels, including the m.v. "Innis-
fallen" were held up. 

Dockers, like other workers, do not go on 
strike for fun ; the Cork dockers were in a 
mill i tant mood because of the tardiness of 
the employers in dealing with legitimate 
grievances, including the non-payment of 
holiday pay, due since last year. T r a d e 
union leaders are also to blame for their 
lack of fighting spirit in asserting the 
r ights of the dockers. For this we can, 
no doubt thank the "be nice to the boss" 
lectures a t the U.C.C. 

R E F U G E E S 
Though there are still over 3,500 Cork-

men without Jobs, some of the Baltic "refu-
gees" from the Red Terror have found 
work in the city. One enjoys full trade 
union conditions driving a bull-dozer for a 
local builder (Corkmen have even been 
refused trade union cards) and others are 
working In a tailoring establishment while 
Cork tailors are drawing the dole. 

The Red Cross Society, which has to 
find £950 a month to mainta in the "refu-
gee" camp a t Rockgrove, has published a 
report of the year's work in which it is 
admit ted it is under severe financial s t rain. 
The Society's work includes the suppor t of 
St. Raphael ' s Preventorium at Montenot te , 
where newly-born in fan t s suffering f rom 
primary T.B. are cared for. This was ful l 
to capacity during the last nine months . 

T R I B U T E 

While tr ibute must be paid to the Red 
Cross officials for their work in this res-
pect, wha t a shame it is t ha t many of the 
fu tu re citizens of Cork should s ta r t life in 
this manner . 

It is notorious tha t many Cork families 
live under insanitary conditions in old 
houses, but even tenants in newly-built 
houses are not immune. The City Engineer 
admitted recently that over a hundred new 
houses on the south side are not connected 
to the sewage system, and that a new 
main, costing over £30,000, was needed. 
There are (Hans for a £400,000 sewage 
scheme for the city, but in the meantime 
about a hundred families have to provide 
themselves with sewage facilities. 
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Nix-County 'Farce* 
Wrecks Majority 
Labour Hoist by Own Imperialist Petard 

(By our Belfast Correspondent) 

ELECTION 
"1 T is a fortunate thing that Ireland's pros-

pect of unity and independence do not 
depend on what brand of reaction struts and 
dramatizes in the British House of Commons. 

In the last analysis tiie ending of the bor-
der depends on tiie Irish people first and 
foremost, and Irish determination to see the 
end of it Hill prevail against all the "Ireland 
Act"-" and "refusals to coerce" that Labour 
renegades care to produce. 

In the recent election the British people 
were never allowed to know the perils which 
beset their country. The two major parties 
conducted a sham fight on unreal issues, and 
since the full results of the policy of the 
concealed coalition which has existed for 
five years are vet to be seen, they had little 
to go for a sound judgment. Knowing the 
Tories only too well, and mistaking Labour's 
good luck for good management, they voted 
Labour even against the superior Left-Wing 
candidates and rejected men like Pritt and 
Plat ts-Mills whose record is second to none. 

The result is the certainty of a crisis and 
an intensified danger^of war. IrishJBemo-
crats will join with British trade unionists in 
fighting this crisis and with the majority 
of British people in active opposition to war. 
The urgency of getting British troops out 
of Northern Ireland is greater than ever. 

The Government's policy is not what the 
people understand as a Labour policy. So 
the last word is not spoken here either. 

THANKS 
are pleased to acknowledge the fol-

' ' lowing contributions to our Fighting 
Fund since January 1st, 1950: 

£5, Mr. H. Adams; £2, D. Greaves. P. 
McLaughlin; £1, P. J. Hope, G. Fitzgerald. 
"American Sympathiser," A. Diggles, Ewart 
Milne; 16 -. Dr. E. Taffs; 10/-, H. Lee, Flann 
Campbell. A. Kaplan, Bert Neville; 7 6, Mrs. 
Rose Radford; 5 -. D. Eggar, Daphne Palmer, 
I. A. Rootes, Miss F. K. MacCarthy, W. 
Burlce; 2 6, Desmond Kennedev, J. P. Cuddy ; 
2 -, Mr. Mordaunt, Mr. M. Ryan, Mr. 
Doherty. Collecting cards. Mr. J. Kearney, 
£ 2 7 8; Mr. A. Kaplan. £1 ; and £1/17/-
lrom "Young Ireland." 

A special donation was received from a 
supporter who wishes to remain anonymous. 
He sent £10 as a protest against the policy 
of Irish organisations in Britain allying 
themselves with the Tories, and in gratitude 
for the "I.D.s" stand during the election. "I 
am sending you what is nearly the last of 
my savings," he writes, "because I believe 
we must support the Irish Democrat. It is 
the only paper which tells the truth." 

It is only very seldom that we get dona-
tions of £10. We depend mainly on the 
shillings and pennies of our supporters to 
keep us going. If you agree with the policy 
of our paper, please help us to spread t ha t 
policy among many more of our fellow 
Irishmen and women. Remember, even the 
smallest sum helps. Send your donations 
to the "Irish Democrat," 1 Doughty Street, 
London. W.C.I. 

' jpHE increasing element of l'arce in 
the Six-County political frame-

work is shown more clearly at every 
election. The desperate flight of the 
Ulster Tories from reality, who do not 
even bother to contradict the eco-
nomic doctrines of their opponents, 
like their brother Tories in Britain, 
was crystalised in a few words by 
Capt. L. P. S. Orr. Unionist candi-
date for South Down, when he spoke 
at Banbridge during his campaign. 

"We in this portion of the United King-
dom," he declared, "cannot tight our elec-
tions upon the very important questions 
that are before the rest of the British 
community. The question here in Ulster 
for the electors must be: 'Are you for the 
King or are you for a Republic?' " 

Of course Capt. Orr was elected, as were 
nine of his colleagues and a hard core ol 
inveterate Tories from Northern Ireland 
have gone to Westminster and reduced the 
Labour Government's lead to an unworkable 
majority. It is ironic that the Six Counties, 
to which the Labour leaders adopted a 
worthy Imperialist attitude, should prove to 
have a scorpion's tail. How glad the English 
Tories must be that sectarian politics keep 
'Ulster' opposed to the working-class move-
ment ! 

T H E Labour Government have only their 
J- Right Wing policy of collaboration 

with the Northern Irish capitalists to blame. 
Instead of promoting friendship between the 
Irish working-class on both sides of the bor-
der and trying to uproot the legacy of hatred 
sown by former Tory governments they gave 
the Brooke Government the materials with 
which to erect a higher wall between the 
Ulster workers and the workers of tile South. 

Following suit, the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party became wholly sectarian and 
the Ulster workers were more confused by 

the entry into the Six Counties of the Irish 
Labour Party. 

UNCHANGED 
i T H E Unionist political campaign followed 

the usual style with all the old sound 
etfects. 

In this state of capitalist civilisation when 
our cars and eyes are assailed every day 
with heated arguments on devaluation, dollar 
debts, Atlantic Pacts and Hydrogen bombs, 
the only aaswer which Ulster Tories had 
was the chanting of mouldy, pseudo-religious 
rhymes and the circus of drums," bands and 
flags. 

S O M E T H I N G approaching a rational poli-
»• tical outlook was injected into the 
election campaigns by the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party, which had nominated live 
candidates, none oi which was elected. Since 
they succumbed to the Unionist pressure 
and declared their recognition of division 
within the Irish working-class by accepting 
the "constitutional position" of Northern 
Ireland, their programme lacked both origin-
ality and imagination. 

They could only refer the electors to the 
post-war reforms of the British Labour 
Party, a diluted edition of which appeared 
in the Six Counties The goal of a united 
labour movement lighting for a socialist 
Ireland, was for them non-existent. 

Likewise the candidates of the Irish Labour 
Party in the Six Counties were, in their 
areas, more inclined to relv upon Nationalist 
sentiment than a vigorous working class pro-
gramme for the entire country. 

FUTILE POLITICS 
( JO, naturally, they failed to fire the 
* ' imaginations of a great number of 
Protestant workers. They also suffered from 
the interference of the leaders of the Anti-
Partition League, who have become so inept 
that they staged a boycott of the Irish 
Labour candidates by the Nationalist voters. 
In West Belfast Sinn Fein further confused 
the electorate by putting up a candidate 
advocating the futile abstentionist policy. 

In the three-cornered fight in West Bel-
fast. the Sinn Fein nominee lost his deposit 

* * PEACADH * * 

T J H I Padraig agus Peader ag troid 
i gcoinne arm Franco sa Spain. 

"Shugainn an namhaid!" arsa Peadar, 
agus a shuil dluithe la fadradliarcan. "Nilid 
that leith-mhile s liglie o'n droichead. Cad 
mar gheall ar an genaipe leictreach, a I'ha-
draig?" 

"Fan go foil, a mhic o!" arsa Padraig, 
agus do phreasc se ar ghairidlie. 

"Ni haon chuis gairjdhe e," arsa Peadar 
go borb. "Tathar chugainn go tapaidh." 

"Gabli agam, a chara. Kud eigin aisteach 
a rith chugafn anois beag." 

"Aire dhuit! An cnaipe, an cnaipe!" 
Acht d ' fhan Padraig noimeat eile agus 

meangadli ar a cheannacha . . . Fe dheire, 
d'oibrigh se an cnaipe, agus rinneadh smi-
dirini den droichead. 

"Mineochad an rud a bhaiu gaire asam," 
arsa Padraig. 

"iNuair bhios luairim is naoi mbliadhna 
d'avis bhi misiun ins an bparoiste sin 
agalnne sa bhaile, agus bhi eagla an dom-
liain orm roimh lasracha ifrinn de bharr 
seanmointe fiochmhar na misineiri. 

"Maidin amhain le linn an mliisiuin thuit 
an rud so adeirim amarli. Bhi feilm bheag 
againn, feilm mhor ar ar dteorainn, a*us 
moinfhear an-fhairsing ar an dt aoibli eile 
den fheilm mhoir. Chuile bhlian deinti an 
moinfhear do chur ar ceant, agus cbean-
nuigheadh feilmeiri na duthaighe an fear. 
Ba mhor an comhgar de ha feilmeiri a gca-
paill agus a dtrucaile do thiomaint trid an 
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da fheilm nuair bhidis ag gabhail don fhear 
—meireaoh san bheadh ortha tri mile slighe 
do thimcheall ar an mbothar mor do tliab-
liairt ortha fein. 

"Acht bhiotas tar eis an feilm mhor do 
dhiol, agus bhi stroinseir 'na seilbli. An 
oidhclie roimh re dubhalrt an stroinseir seo 
lem' athairg o raibh se cliun an geata idir 
an da fheilm do chur fe gh.las, le stop do 
chur le trucaile na bhfeilmeiri. 

"Bluos ar bior ar maidin, ag grinn-
blireathnu ar an gcead trucail a thainig an 
treo. Bhi an leilmear ag feadghail godti go 
dtainic se chuig an ngeata. Leim se sios leis 
an geata d'oscailt, agus is annsan is docha 
do chonnaic se an glas. Stad an fheadghail. 

"Is annsan do leigeas srian lem 'comhaigh-
n»acht aibidh oig. Is docha go raibh an fear 
bocht ag tabhairt eascaini uaidh go tiugh. 
Cad lad na heascaini iad? Is iongantach a 
lihfuil de dhrocJi-fh ocliail ar eolas ag paiste 
in aois a naoi mblian. Badh liosta le hair-
eamh a dtainic d' eascaini roimh shuil m' 
intinne . . . 

"Acht go liobann chuimhnigheas ar na 
misineiri—ar ifreann—ar an bpeaeliadh—ar 
an bhfaoisdin. Bbios tar eis peacuighthe; 
no an rabhas? Arbli 'fheidir eascainighe 
gan focla d'usaid? IJob' fheidir peacu tre 
smaoineadh amhain gan dablit . . . Bhi 
deacracht eile sa see"', amli: nior hh* iad 
m'eascaini feln do rith chugam, acht eas-
caini an fh i r thaII. 

"Bhios 1 gcruadh-chas. Ce'n cliaoi a 
ndeanfainn faoisdln, no an raibh si riach-
tanach cbor ar bith? . . . Ta dearmadta glan 
agam ce'n chaoi a reidhtigheas an ca»." 

Do leig Peadar scairt ghairidhe as. 
"Agus se an fath, is docha, gur leigis do 

cheannphort an namhad teacht ar aghaidh 
chomh fada, san anois beag 'na chun delm-
hin a dheanamh dhe go spalpfadh se mio-
nna—mionna go bhfeadfadh t' romhalgh-
neacht ( bam a thomhas. Cad mar gheall 
ar an bpeacadh anois?" 

D'fhreagair Padraig go grap logair. 
"Nil fhlos agam. Acht da mbeadh Franco 

'na thaiseach orainn do b'fhuras reidteach 
na celste." 

"O'n^kith?" arsa Peadar go naoidheanta. 
"NI b lieadh uaim acht cetet do chur ar 

Franco," aria Padraig. "I* clnnte go mheadh 
reidhteach dheis-b healacb alee jucL Nach 
duine ua&al galanta erlmtamhaU tV' 

M. d'ANDUN. 

and Mr. J. Beat tie t Irish Lab.) lost the seat 
to the Unionists by 3.000 votes. 
rI"tHE stagnancy of orthodox Nationalist 
J - policies has been shown already by the 

restriction of the party to the rural areas 
hut it would appear tha t even there they did 
not feel too secure. So Mr. Sean MacBride, 
the Republic's Minister for External Affairs, 
and Mr. Frank Aicken, De Valera's right-
hand man. were brought into the campaign 
and spoke at Enniskillen and Dungannon. 

But again, neither Mr. MacBride nor Mr. 
Aiken were any better than the Unionists, 
appealing mostly to Nationalist sentiment. 
Mr. MacBride gave his own presentation of 
a federal solution for the problem of the 
two Irish states, a principle which was pro-
posed by Mr. De Valera years ago. He had 
nothing new to say—no definite assurances 
to pursue a policy of exclusion from Im-
perialist war camps, no promises of friend-
ship with socialist countries and colonial 
countries fighting for independence, no con-
demnation of the drive to war by neighbour-
ing 'Imperialist powers; nothing, in fact, 
which might have appealed to the people 
on both sides of the border. He was unable 
to show that in a united Ireland there would 
be more prosperity and security than at 
present. 

Consequently, he only played into the 
hands of the Unionists and succeeded in 
gathering votes for the Tories. Sir Basil 
Brooke publicly rejoiced that Mr. MacBride 
had seen fit to support him by frightening 
waverers and discontented loyalists back to 
the Glengall Street fortress. 

Dublin Letter 
O E C E N T L Y in the Dail, Capt. Peador 
' v Cowan, Independen t T.D., formerly 

Clann Na Poblachta, bu t expelled for his 
protest against the Marsha l l Plan, asked 
the Minister of Pos ts and Telegraphs 
whether members of t he Post Office or 
members of his Depar tment , listened to 
or made records of pr iva te telephone con-
versations, or whether records of such con-
versations were made in his Depar tment 
and, if so, whether he would state the cir-
cumstances in which, a n d the purposes for 
which, this was done. 

In reply to this and o ther questions, it 
was stated on behalf of the Minister t h a t 
" tapping" of telephone conversations was, 
in fact , carried on under warran t f rom the 
Minister of Justice and tha t this was a 
practice not initiated wi thin the last two 
years. 

* * * 
Recent years have seen a growth in the 

number and influence of Socialism among 
students . Significant of this growth was 
the recent Conference of Irish Socialist 
Students . Sessions were devoted to Higher 
Education in Ireland, s tudents and inter-
nat ional affairs, Par t i t ion, and the present 
position of Irish culture. Greetings were 
received f rom many organisations, includ-
ing the Socialist Societies of Bristol, Man-
chester and Liverpool, a s well as f rom the 
(Britishi Student Labour Federation and 
the Connolly Association. A decision was 

I taken to set up an all-Ireland Socialist 
S tudent body. 

* * # 
The decision of t he United S ta tes 

Government to proceed with the construc-
tion of the Hydrogen Bomb was com-
mented on in Irish newspapers, without, 
for the mast par t any criticisms of 
America's implied aggressive tendencies. 
To da t e (February 24th, 1950) only two 
organisat ions appear to have protested in 
Ireland against this decision. They a r e 
the Irish 'Anti-war Crusade and the Con-
ference of Irish Socialist Students. 

A peculiar f rame of m ind in these days 
of atomic warfare was shown by Major 
Vivion de Valera's writ ing recently in the 
"Sunday Press," where he criticised the 
Government for only spending £1 per 
head of population on "defence" at a t ime 
when Grea t Britain is spending £14. Wliat 
use any "defence" force we could raise in 
this island would be in the event of a 
conflict between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 
he does not show, unless It would be to 
contr ibute to Western Europe 's land forces 
—a suggestion which Major De Valera 
apparently does not support, at least until 
some "deal" has been done with regard 
to Partition. 

PAUL OHIGGINS 
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THIS NEW 
WORLD 

For those who have not the time to 

wade through numerous newspa-

pers, or do not hear from home as 

often as they like, but come across 

rumours and hear odd facts, we 

publish in the four middle pages a 

cross-section of Irish economic and 

political life. 

It will be obvious after reading this 

that Ireland now plays an old part 

in a new world. 

IMSH DEMOCRAT 
SPECIAL 

SUPPLEMENT 

Ireland To-day 

In the Shadow 
of British 

Imperial Decay 
iri^HE system which arose from the 1921 
J- Treaty, with its amendments in favour 

of Britain, and the Civil War, was obviously 
not freedom for Ireland, but represented a 
new basis, and a new form of British domi-
nation over Ireland. 

Britain wanted from Ireland, food at a 
cheap price, a market for British manufac-
tures, income from investments and oppor-
tunities for fur ther investment, and finally 
certain strategic advantages likely to be use-
ful in time of war. 

Up till 1919 she had been able to secure 
what she wanted by the simple process of 
taking it. Her Government was installed 
in Ireland; her troops occupied all the key 
cities and road junctions; she had incited 
one religion against another until she grafted 
the festering sore of sectarianism upon the 
body politic; she had built up a system of 
mass bribery and corruption seldom equalled 
elsewhere. The discontented youth she 
shipped off to her' colonies or exploited in 
British factories, leaving the overflow to drift 
to America. As America filled up the stream 
became more and more diverted back to 
England. 

BUT during the 1914-18 war Irish farmers 
and businessmen made money. For a 

time, moreover, the young men stayed at 
home. The businessmeh wanted to invest 
their money so as to mJke still more profit. 
Instead of having to rely on British invests 
ment Irish capitalists began to do a bit of 
investing themselves. During the war they 
invested the vast sum of £250,000,000 in the 
British Empire—all out of the Irish people, 
some in rent, some in profit. And since 
these activities naturally came Into conflict 
with Britain's existing monopoly of all Irish 
economic activities, they threw themselves 
into the national liberation movement—but 
only with limited objectives in view. 

Though they wanted Irish manufactures 
to compete with British, they still wanted 
to import many things from Britain, par-
ticularly steel, machinery and many raw 
and finished goods. The destruction of Ger-
many and the remoteness of Amcrica made 
Ireland dependent on England for much of 
her industrial development. The food 
producers, particularly the big ranchers who 
had large saleable surpluses, moreover 
wanted to keep the British market. 

The broad lines of the arrangement comc 
to was that the ranchers exported food to 
Britain which brought money into the 
country which in turn could be used to buy 
British-made goods, or to buy the means of 
establishing Irish industry. The long tug of 
war between Fianna Fail and Fine Gael re-
volved round such Issues. But it must not 
be forgotten that the two parties, or to be 
more precise, the two classes which the par-
ties represented, needed each other. They 
had a working arrangement, though an 
antagonistic one. They could act in |>erfect 
agreement against the I R A., which opposed 
the basis of their agreement. 

I > RITAIN. with consummate skill and 
cunning, born of centuries of Imperial 

experience, set the two classes at loggerheads 
in the civil war. She wanted to make her 
bargain with the class which was de|>endcnt 
on the British market and cared little what 
went into Ireland, or whether Ireland had 
her own industry or not. She secured the J 

kind of Government she wanted and em-
barked on what was then a new experiment 
in Imperialistic administration. 

She held Ireland partly by force, but 
partly by the selfish interest of her wealth-
owning classes. She relied on Irish capi-
talists who wanted the British market (when 
the other section of capitalists tweaked her 
tail in 1933 she shut this market on them, 
and O'Duify was prepared to introduce 
Fascism into Ireland to get it back); she 
relied on Irishmen who had investments in 
the British Empire having their hearts there 
also: she relied on Irish dependence on 
iher industrial equipment—only a limited 
amount could immediately be got elsewhere, 
in particular entirely new equipment as in 
the Shannon scheme; she relied on military 
bases on Irish soil; and finally, if all else 
failed she relied on the Northern bridgehead 
as the last line of defence ol her Empire 
in Ireland. 

This re-arrangement was far indeed from 
what the great Irish patriots had fought and 
died for. Indeed, it was foreseen by Connolly 
and even described by him in startlingly 
realistic detail, when he warned his sup-
porters that having an Irish flag did not 
mean independence if Britain continued to 
rule by indirect means. Yet it represented 
an advance on the previous situation. It 
signified that the British Lion was begin-
ning to weaken. And as the years went by, 
when the "force" of the trade war had been 
found useless against the national will of 
the Irish people, the means of British con-
trol altered still further. The bases were 
given up. Common interest of the British 
and Irish capitalists became still more the 
key factor, and only the last reserve of force 
was kept—jealously and fiercely guarded be-
cause the last—the border. An element of 
blackmail crept in. Irish capitalists had had 
a good fright in 1916—23. Britain en-
deavoured, and with success, to draw them 
into a general world political system opposed 
to socialism and the popular forces every-
where. 

I R I S H 
P O L I T I C S 

by 

THE EDITOR 

I^ R O M 1921 to the present day, Irish poli-
tics have developed from stage to stage 

in the shadow of British Imperial decay. 
Since Ireland had investments in the Em-
pire. her people were to be tricked into sup-
porting that Empire when it was threatened 
—as Arthur Griffith would have done. 
Indeed the whole idea was Arthur Griffith's, 
the dual monarchy on the Austro-Hungarian 
model," except that as the force element 
receded, and the self-interest element 
advanced, the trappings of monarchy were 
progressively stripped off. 

The new method of ruling former colonies 
was applied elsewhere, for example, in Egypt. 
After the Second World War, when British 
Imperialism was weakened still further, it 

became almost the rule rather than the ex-
ception. The best extant description of the 
method of ruling in alliance with the most 
reactionary classes of the former colony 
while while bestowing nominal independence, 
is to be found in a book just published by 
Mr. R. Palme Dutt called "Britain's Crisis 
of Empire." 

Here is shown how when Britain could 
no longer rule India by her own Imperial 
might, she contrived to use the Hindu-
Moslem antipathy, instigated by herself, to 
partition the country and set up two 
mutually-hating reactionary states in which 
all the Indian people longed for was pushed 
aside, and they were jailed for remembering 
it. In the same way in Palestine, Trans-
jordan, Iraq, Iran, the technique of the pup-
pet government was used. The United 
States, with her enormous economic power, 
adopted the same technique in the reverse 
direction. Instead of turning colonies into 
"independent" puppets, she has penetrated 
and entoiled free countries until they have 
become concealed colonies. Holland has 
used the same technique in Indonesia, and 
even Ceylon has been dressed up by Britain 
as a "Dominion." To read the newspapers 
you would never suppose that the French 
were fighting for French Imperialism in 
Indo-China; it is for the puppet Emperor 
Bao Dai. 

Let nobody think, therefore, that the 
absence of the King's head from the stamps, 
or the painting green of pillar boxes, or the 
bilingual naming of streets and towns means 
independence. To-day Imperialism Is so 
discredited that it has to at tempt to pass 
itself off as its opposite. 

A/f 'R- DUTT'S book also explains the 
-W- reason for Britain's subservience to 
America though she still tries to cheat 
America at every turn. This is puzzling to 
many people, particularly since Irish foreign 
policy has for years made use of the antagon-
ism between Britain and America. Britain 
relies on America to keep her Empire to-
gether, since she cannot do it herself. In 
return she gives America the cream of the 
profits she skims, and has the unwelcome 
task of trying to skim off enough for two— 
not easy considering the present high level 
of education and political consciousness 
among the colonial peoples. 

American policy is governed by the 
enormously expanding industry whose profits 
are crying out for investment. She wants to 
make all, Europe her colony, but i colony 
according to the new technique, governed 
not by armed force (though this will be kept 
in reserve in certain key bases, for example, 
Britain). 

Finally haunting the thoughts of the rul-
ing classes of the entire world is the fact 
that Socialism has worked in Russia, and 
that the New Democracies are steadily pro-
gressing towards a belter standard of life, 
surpassing what is known in "Western" 
countries, leaving aside the colonies where 
it has been artificially depressed. 

It is in the light of this general picture 
that the policies of the various Irish political 
parties, and the comings and goings of the 
Ministers in the international field can be 
seen. 

I^HE overall fact that Ireland is In the 
British system is seen by devaluation, the 

common currency, the exchange of certain 
citizenship rights and so on. That invest-
ments in the British Empire bind Ireland to 
Britain can be seen In the Imperialistic 
Editorials of the Irish Press, always on 
Britain's side against the colonial peoples, 

THIS IS AN 
ISSUE TO 

SEND HOME 
17* VERY month there is "something in 

the 'Democrat . ' " This t ime we give 
our readers a series of pen-pictures of dif-
ferent aspects of Irish economic and social 
life—written f rom the working-class s tand-
point. 

This material is all taken f rom unim-
peachable sources, and is collected to-
gether in this way. NOWHERE ELSE. 

The "Ir ish Democrat" goes all over the 
world: to the U.S.A., to Canada , Australia, 
and even the Falkland Islands. I t is sold 
on the canyon-like streets of New York, 
and in the Ir ish clubs of the West. Many 
t rade union periodicals in Canada have re-
printed articles such as "My Story,' by 
Fa the r Duffy, first published in the "Irish 
Democrat." 

Send this issue home to Ireland. Your 
f r iends will want to see it, and make sure 
of gett ing it every month by buying a 4/-
subscription which entit les you to twelve 
issues through the post. 

always ready to slander the New Democra-
cies of Eastern Europe. Mr. MacBride pro-
tests about British occupation of Northern 
Ireland while unmoved at British war in 
Malaya. 

The other ties are less unequivocal. Ire-
land wants steel from Britain, but supports 
the American-sponsored European co-ordina-
tion plan for the sake of a better price. The 
capitalists want the British market, but they 
also want a price in it. The position they 
fight for is "equivalence with Britain's own 
producers." Hence there is interminable 
quibbling about cattle prices, tariffs op this, 
quotas of that, freights and so on. To a 
limited degree when American plans in 
Europe co-incide with special Irish-capitalist 
interests, moves are made which have the 
appearance of an Irish-American line-up 
against Britain. To an extent this can be 
true in particular cases, but Britain and 
America are hanging together for fear of 
hanging separately, and Irish capitalism, at 
the very time when the countrv might be 
shaken free, is hanging on to the same rope. 

'"|"<HAT capitalism has developed in Ireland 
J- during the past few years in indisput-

able, indeed in some lines the internal mar-
ket is saturated, and could do with the Six-
County market, too. Ireland is dependent 
on Britain for dollars. Her dollar-system is 
similar to that of Britain, but apart from 
the modest tourist earnings, frantically to 
be stepped up, Britain earns the dollars and 
allows them to Ireland on the basis of Anglo-
Irish agreements. 

Yet Northern Ireland under British occu-
pation is one of Britain's richest dollar-
earners. 

These two facts alone would suffice to ex-
plain the renewed interest in partition, on 
the part of those who threw the I.R.A. men 
into jail for mentioning it. 

J - from men with this limited capitalist 
outlook explains why their campaign has 
defeated its own object. The idea was to 
use American "European Co-ordination" 
plans once more to force Britain's hand. But 
neither America nor Britain had confidence 
that the Irish capitalist class was strong 
enough to hold Ireland within the Imperial-
ist system without a bridgehead of force 
behind it. America's reaction to Soulhern 
invitations to invest in the South was to 
negotiate separately for arrangements to in-
vest In the North also. It was pitiful to see 
Mr. Vivian. De Valera. and indeed his father 
too, reassuring British and American Press-
men that they intended no harm to Im-
perialist plans for war against the East. In 
other words the Anti-Partition League's 
iFianna Fail Inspired) policy for removing 
the border was to install one puppet govern-
ment in Ireland instead of two. The Im-
perialists arc hard-headed men. They saw 
no reason to concede, since the campaign is 
being waged with words, protests, demonstra-
tions, tokens and symbols—the only class 
with the power to free Ireland, the working-
class, being completely left out in the cold 
and denounced into the bargain. 

I T is clear that what is urgently wanted 
' Is a policy which Is not based on (.he 

acceptance of Imperialist rule In its disguised 
form. It is not a matter of putting the 
paint on thicker, It is a matter of removing 
Imperialist institutions root and branch. 

So far the only political platform In Ire-
land which stands for a reversal of the 
"national reformist" policy Is the Irish 

Workers' League, which advocates that Ire-
land should sever her connection with 
British Imperialism, open relations with all ' 
countries desirous of friendly relations with 
her. send her new ambassadors East as well 
as West, and start a new campaign against 
partition based this time on real indepen-
dence and the Interests of the ordinary 
people. 



IS IRELAND BUILDING ? - T H E FACTS 
IRELAND SIGNS 
UP WITH U.S.A. 

Marshall Plan Treaty 
F R O M O U R S P E C I A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T 

N THE EVENT OF IRELAND GOING TO WAR ON 
1 THE SIDE OF AMERICA, IRISH CITIZENS IN THE 
U.S.A. WOULD BE CONSCRIPTED INTO THE AMERICAN 
FORCES WITHOUT CHOICE OF RETURNING HOME. 

Such is the interpretation placed on the military clause of 
the newly-signed Irish-American treaty of friendship, commerce 
and navigation. 
On the other hand, by contrast 

with the position in Britain, America 
will not call up Irishmen in any 
other circumstances. 

Since America is set for the "Holy 
War." the provision may prove 
highly dangerous to Irish exiles' in-
terests. 

D A N G E R O U S 
Other dangerous fea tu res of the t reaty 

are the implied recognition that I re land 
is a par t of the Bri t ish system. Brit ish 
imperial preferences a re not to be touched. 
It is not known whether the Irish repre-
sentatives insisted on these remaining in 
force, or whether the U.S.A. consulted 
Britain upon the terms of the treaty. 

The treaty consolidates and brings up to 
date a series of agreements entered into 
by Bri tain and carr ied on by the Free 
State. T h e permission given to Irish in-
vestors and merchants to compete on equal 
terms with Americans is s tated to be likely 
to favour the export of Irish dollar-
earners such as tweeds to the U.SA., but is 
thought to be little more practical use t h a n 
it would be to give a dove permission to 
compete with an eagle. 

Reference to the Havana decisions 
brings home the fact t h a t this treaty, like 
all those a t present being concluded by the 
U.S.A., is par t of the "Marshal l" s t ructure . 

W O R K E R S 
"Tlt« Marshall Plan is 'really working' 

in Ireland," said Mr. G. A. Garritt, on his 
return to New York after signing the 
treaty. "Ireland has the most Conserva-
tive Government I have seen," he told the 
State Department. 

He considered there was no chance of 
I re land following Br i ta in ' s example and 
nat ional is ing industries. 

Mr. Hof fman told the Press tha t though 
Bri tain gets the lion's s h a r e of Marshal l 
"Aid" ( t h a t is, Marshall interference) next 
year, I re land is to receive £11,964.000. 

A m o n t h before this f r e s h allocation was 
announced concern was expressed t h a t 
I re land was not get t ing into the dollar 
clutches quick enough. Dollars were being 
allocated fas te r than the country cared to , 
spend them. Indebtedness was thus being 
t h ru s t upon a country tha t did not 
economically want it. S t rong American 
pressure is being exercised on the Govern-
m e n t not to bank the al located dollars a n d 
pay t hem back, but to use them to "build 
up the nat ional economy." This does not 
mean to build houses, schools and hos-
pitals. I t more probably means invest-
m e n t of a semi-military na ture such as 
would benefit the Anglo-American war 
plans. 

" W I G G L E A L O N G " 
Mr. J . E. Carr igan, Marshall Aid 

dispenser-in-chief in I re land, expressed 
himself a s delighted wi th the scheme a t 
present on paper at the meet ing of Foras 
Eireann, a n d declared t h a t when Marshall 
"Aid" stopped the world would "wiggle 
along." 

Reactionary Senator McCarron said the 
opposite to the U.S. Senate a few weeks 
later. He reported that Europe's "re-
covery" by 1952 appeared "impossible." 
He considered the "prospect of economic 
rehabilitation" brightest in Germany. 

(Note: Germany has 3,500,0009 unem-
ployed in the Western zones. The figure 
is mounting by hundreds of thousands 
per month. In Soviet zone there Is no 
unemployment and production steadily 
increases. Yet the Senator was referring 
to the Western zones.) 
Familiar Marshall plan slogans are now 

appearing dally in the Irish newspapers. 
Ireland's exports to the U.S-A. amounted 
to only £465,519 In 1949 out of a total of 
£60.000.000 mostly to Britain. Now a 
National Survey of possible exports has 

been made and the famil iar slogan "export 
or die" is beginning to be heard. Countr ies 
to which it is hoped to develop exports in-
clude the U.SA., Switzerland, Sou th 
America, Sweden, France, Bri tain a n d the 
countries of the Brit ish Commonwealth. 

T O U R I S M 
Anxious to do his par t , Mr. MacBride 

told the Economic Co-operation Adminis-
tration (so-called) t h a t I reland proposes 
to concent ra te every effort on Tourism, 
the country 's biggest dollar earner . 

Meanwhile Brit ish a n d American "ex-
perts" are being brought in to tell Ir ish-
men how to run their industry. Associated 
Indus t r ia l Consul tants are contemplat ing 
a Dublin office f rom which they will "ad-
vise" I r i sh firms. Mr. N. Fleming, manag-
ing director of the firm is hon. consul tan t 
to the Anglo-American Council on Produc-
tivity. 

Productivity usually means asking the 
workers to work ha rde r for less. 

From the final ignomjny of Marsha l l 
policies, the Altant ic War Pact, I re land 
hasjpO f a r kept aloof, a l though voices have 
been hea rd urging her to take advan tage 
of the scheme by which the U.S.A. gets rid 
of its out-of-date military equipment on 
its allies. 

H O R R O R 
T h e " I r i sh Times," by no means a pro-

gressive newspaper , realising the hor ror of 
the new hydrogen, or Hell, bomb, one of 
which could blacken Dublin and i ts sur-
roundings a s f a r as Bray and Howth, des-
cribed the American decision to proceed 
with its construct ion as "Midwinter mad-
ness," a n d in an article on "Hydrogen a n d 
Oil" criticised Marshal l policy f r o m a 
somewhat "West Bri t ish" standpoint . 

Reaction to the announcement of t he 
latest murder-p lans of imperialism was so 
strong t h a t Mr. MacBride declared Ire-
land's readiness to take par t in talks on 
d isarmament . 

While it seems unlikely tha t I re land will 
take p a r t in any overt alliances while par-
tition lasts, it is precisely in this t h a t is 
seen the importance of the military clauses 
in the Ir ish-American treaty. I reland may 
be dragged into war in the wake of 
America, and the fac t t ha t America and 
Britain are in league means tha t she will 
be in a British war also. Mr. MacBride's 
dictum is t ha t "ano ther war would mean 
the destruction of civilisation." A s t rong 
feeling for peace in growing up in the 
country. 

* HOW THE QUESTION AROSE • 
I AST autumn the inter-party Govern-
™ ment distributed in large quantities 
a handsome illustrated brochure entitled 
"Ireland is building." 

It gave glowing accounts of the plans 
the Government was talking about as well 
as the actual jobs under way. 

The absence of a perfectly clear distinc-
tion between the two led a number of 
skilled workers to return home. When 
they got there they found no jobs for 
them. The Government has meanwhile 
asked them not to return if there is no 
clear prospect of a job. 

Among the skilled workers returning 
there were some unskilled also. Although 

the Government had made it clear that it 
does not want unskilled Irishmen back, 
they went on the general assumption that 
if "Ireland is building," they wanted to do 
some of the construction. 

THE "IRISH DEMOCRAT," IN 
PURSUIT OF ITS POLICY OF PRO-
VIDING READERS WITH THE REAL 
FACTS, HERE PRESENTS FOUR 
WHOLE PAGES OF AUTHENTIC 
FACTUAL DATA REGARDING THE 
PRESENT POSITION OF IRELAND. 

What is being built is only too clearly 
discernible—profits for the rich, and a 
war-base for Imperialism. 

Banks Make Vast Profits 

i€ Don't Quit Your Jobs I DR. BROWNE 

T H A T the British-controlled Irish banks have more profitable 
outlets for their "enterprise" than financing Dublin housing 

is shown by the balance sheets recently published which show 
record profits for 1949. 

The Hibernian Bank reports a 
"satisfactory year" with £132,913 
raked into the kitty. Dividend for 
the year is 12 per cent. 

The Provincial Bank of Ireland made 
£58.044 and pays a dividend of 10 per cent. 
The directors of this bank are somewhat 
alarmed by Mr. Costello's proposal (first 
mooted by the Connolly Association in 
November. 1948 > to repa t r ia te capital f rom 
Britain. The chairman objected to "rela-
tively vast sums" being spent since these 
were being used for "unproductive" pur-
poses—e.g., Dr. Browne's £120,000,000 
houses and hospitals scheme—and would 
lead to h igh rates and taxes. 

Expansion 

"T\ON'T quit your jobs," was Dr. N. C. 
Browne's advice to Irish workers in 

Britain who, attracted by the coalition 
Government's "sunshine" propaganda, 
might be thinking of returning thinking a 
job would automatically be available for 
them. 

While announcing t ha t he had 
£120,000,000 of housing and hospital plans 
for which both money and mater ials were 
available, Dr. Browne still thought it neces-
sary to ut ter this warning. 

"Some hundreds of skilled men are 
still urgently needed," he said and ad-

vised them to enter their names on a 
register, which is supplied to local 
authorities and contractors. 
I t will be noted tha t t he local authori-

ties will t hus have the means of refusing 
to employ known working-class mili tants. 
T h i s in view of the recent scare t h a t Irish-
men resident in Bri tain become Com-
munis t s and must not be allowed home, 
possibly explains the Minister 's hesi tat ion. 

The copiously illustrated Government 
brochure "Ireland is building," is thus 
officially discounted. At the same time 
there is more work in Ireland than for a 

SEE ALSO PAGE SIX 
IRELAND'S NEW DIPLOMATS 

'T'HE growth of Ireland's international 
connection during past weeks has 

been illustrated by the number of diplo-
matic representatives exchanged with 
various "Marshall Plan" countries. 

There have been no moves as yet to re-
establish relations with the Soviet Union 
or the new Democracies, although the 
U.S.S.R. is to-day the world's major 
power. 

In December, Messrs. O'Donovan and 
Warnock were accredited to Belgium and 
Switzerland respectively. Mr. Pay is going 
to Sweden wherA-yje s t a tus of the diplo-
mat ic mission is tb be raised. 

,1= ARGENTINE 
Norway and Argent ine have sent new 

envoys to Ireland. T h e Argentine envoy 
was formerly s tat ioned in Turkey. 

I n February when Mr. Warnock pre-
sented his credentials in Switzerland, Mrs. 
McNeill presented hers in Holland. 

The President, Sean T. O'Kelly, it will 
be remembered, sent a message of greet-
ing to President So^Jcarno of tl*^ Dutch 

IRELAND IS KEPT OUT 
Britain accused of "discourtesy rt 

/ \ N J a n u a r y 26th, Ir ish officials accused 
^ Bri tain of "lack of diplomacy and 
courtesy" a f t e r they had objected to Mr. 
Sean MacBride a t tending the meet ings of 
the Western Europe Economic Consultative 
Group. 

Although the objection was made on a 
legal formality, Britain was the only coun-
try making It, and the reality behind the 
ostensible reason is believed to relate to 
economic policy. 

British circles regard Mr. MacBride as 
the chief exponent of the American orien-
tation in I r i sh policy, and though subser-
vient to America themselves they are 
trying to preserve their position as a privi-
leged member of the American household. 

S P O K E S M A N 

It was ttiought that Mr. MacBride might 
make himself the apokeemsn at American 
"trade liberalisation" palMM. 

It was stated that Britain was charging 
higher export prices for steel than those 

which ruled on the home market . I reland 
is, of course, a purchaser of British steel 
and suffers from the two-price policy. 
While Britain might be prepared to meet 
I re land privately on this mat te r she is not 
ready to meet others also, or to s t rengthen 
the American drive agains t all such pro-
tective measures. 

On hearing of the British objection, Mr. 
MacBride cancelled his trip to Paris. 

F A I T H F U L 

But on February 2nd, exactly a week 
later, Mr. MacBride went to Belgium and, 
re fer r ing to Parti t ion, t h e chief stumbling 
block in Anglo-Irish relations, stated tha t 
I re land was not on bad terms with Britain. 
T h e Belgian reply was equally guarded. 

While "faithful to their old friendship 
with Britain" they "watched sympatheti-
cally Ireland's fight for independence." 
The chairman of the Brussels Press Asso-
ciation welcomed Mr. MacBride "as a 
journalist." 

puppet Government in Indonesia , which 
was set up on the ruins of the independent 
Republic. T h e London represen ta t ive of 
this Government declared that there was 
"much misery" in Indonesia, bu t t h a t they 
would benefit by studying t h e "Brit ish 
Way of life." 

MISSION 
Representa t ives of the D u t c h Centra l 

Ins t i tu te for the Promotion of Foreign 
T r a d e will short ly arrive in I r e l and on a 
"marke t research" mission. T h e y will try 
to find out w h a t Dutch commodit ies the 
hard-pressed I r i sh public still has the 
money to buy. I t was stated t h a t produc-
tion is still increasing in Holland, and 
doubtless th is dictates the need for foreign 
marke t s in I re land and elsewhere. 

Sceptical of t he value of the Inter-
na t iona l t rappings of the so-called Re-
public, F i a n n a Fai l deputy S. O'Grady 
asked Mr. McGilligan how much h a s been 
spen t on ministers ' trips abroad. Mr. Cos-
tello had cost about £600, An Tanais te 
about £320, Mr. MacBride about £1,900, 
Mr. Dillon jus t over £1,100. Mr. McGil-
l igan had cost £140, Mr. Morrissey about 
£480, while Mr. Corish managed to spend 
£212 in one go. T h e total expendi ture on 
Ministers ' t r ips abroad amounted to £7,147 
s ince the Government took office. 

EXPENDITURE 

I t is unlikely, however, t h a t following 
the es tabl i shment of diplomatic missions 
in various countries this expendi ture will 
fall . In circles with a more responsible 
approach than the narrow pa r ty aim of 
embarrass ing the Government it is rea-
lised t ha t this expenditure would be of 
the greatest value if under taken in the 
service of a sound foreign policy. Such a 
policy would, however, necessi tate rela-
t ions with all countries and no t merely 
those imbued with the "Bri t ish way of 
life." 

Typical of the gems of wisdom which 
members of the wealthy classes can dis-
pense when attempting the grand manner 
was the French President's comment to 
An Taoiseach during his recent visit to 
Paris. M. Vincent Auriol congratulated 
Mr. Costello on the way he was solving 
the emigration problem. This is believed 
to show that one compliment is as good as 
another. 

long time. This applies, however, only to 
skilled men and comparatively few of 
them emigrate. Unskilled men emigrate 
at the rate of 20,000 a year and no provi-
sion has been made for attracting them 
back. There is ample surplus labour on 
the farms. 

Mystery 
Mystery sur rounds the finance of the 

Government's housing plans. This may be 
because t h e are still no more than "plans." 

On J a n u a r y 10th it was announced t h a t 
Dublin Corporat ion proposed to create a 
34 per cent , stock, redeemable in 1960-65. 
This would be issued to I r i sh banks a t par 
and bring in £5,000,000. I t was stated a t 
the time t h a t these were the worst t e rms 
on which the Corporat ion had ever raised 
money. 

Loan Off 
But on February 19th t h e Corporation's 

tune had changed. The £5,000,000 loan 
was off. T h e banks had a t tempted to drive 
too hard a bargain and the Corporation 
could not afford to be mulcted. Only six 
month's money remained in the small 
dwellings scheme fund, a n d unless the 
Government agrees to t he floating of a 
new public loan of £5,000.000 Dr. Browne's 
multi-coloured propaganda plans are likely 
to remain where they are-—in the head of 
Dr. Browne. 

Once more the strangle-hold of British-
controlled banks has delayed the housing 
needs of Dublin 's people. 

The Royal Bank of Ireland records a 
"year of expansion" with £39,428 profit and 
a dividend of 7 per cent. The complaint 
of high taxation, familiar among those 
who are doing well, appeared here also. 

The coffers of the Hibernian Bank re-
ceived a net profit of £99,755 as against 
£98,820 in 1948. The National Bank raked 
in the boodle to the tune of £289,593 and 
paid 10 per cent, dividend. 

The Nor thern Bank made £197,783. The 
Bank of Ireland made £669.011, and the 
Munster and Leinster Bank lifted £152,996 
and pays a handsome dividend of 11 per 
cent. At the meeting of the last named 
Mr. Kenefick said tha t t he directors had 
every reason to be proud, and the share-
holders ought to be very thankfu l to the 
directors. They had, of course, saved them 
from desti tution. Otherwise they might 
have been reduced to their last million 
pounds. 

Industry, Too 
Not only the banks show handsome pro-

fits. The would-be investor would b« like 
the donkey between the two straw bundles 
when scanning the lists of dividends. Pye 
(radio) paid 20 per cent., Williams (H.) 30 
per cent., Hely's 20 per cent., Burke (E. and 
J.) 58| per cent., while New Ireland Assur-
ance gave out a modest IS per cent, and 
Polikoff had to be content with 7 per cent. 
Goodbody paid 10 per cent, Sunbeam 
Wolseiey—owned by give-tha-boys-tea 
O'Dwyer—paid 10 per cent, on ordinary 
and 8 per cent, on preference. No wonder 
he does not want Trade Unionism to point 
a pistol at him. 

It is generally held tha t poverty among 
the Irish capitalist class is on the decline. 

British Firms 
As further evidence of this, Ranks (Ire-

land) paid 9d. per 5/- share, Butlin's Irish 
and Continental Holidays, one of the direc-
tors of which is Senator Quirke, increased 
its profits from £20,509 in 1948 to £30,138 
in 1949. 

The vast profits being made by the capi-
talists are not. spent on phi lanthropy a n d 
good works. In January, Associated Pro-
perties issued £200,000 worth of addi t iona l 
shares in Dublin. British and other stocks 
and shares are greedily bought up on t h e 
Dublin Stock Exchange. 

Much investment is also carried on by 
the banks, and the total amount of profit 
made by the Irish banks as a whole in 
1949 was the all-time record of £1,475,588. 

INDUSTRIALISTS 
ARE PLEASED 

| PARTITION, British methods of stifling 
-* Irish industry, Government development 
of industry described as "totalitarianism" 
and Mr. Dillon's calling: them all "plun-
derers" were among the subjects discussed 
at the meeting of the Federation of Irish 
Manufacturers at the Gresham Hotel on 
February 14th. 

Evidence was not lacking that the manu-
facturing interests, traditionally supporters 
of Fianna Fail, have not been doing so badly 
under "inter-party" (Fine Gael) Govern-
ment. 

The output of transportable goods, worth 
£72,000,000 in 1938 was now £185.000,000. 
The average number of persons employed 
had risen from 166,000 to 194,000 over the 
same period. At a time when emigration was 
reducing Ireland's total population It is, of 
course, clear that this increase must be a t 
the expense of agriculture. 

DENIAL 
Mr. O'Donnell, president, however, denied 

charges of profiteering and at the end of 
the meeting a resolution protesting against 
Mr. Dillon's reference to the manufacturers 
as "plunders" was withdrawn in favour of 
the course of having a quiet talk with the 
offending (but not too offensive) Minister. 

Fears tha t the Industrial Development 
Authority might want to know just a little 
about the businesses which public funds were 
being used in support of were expressed. 

"Industrialists might be compelled to 
disclose every intimate detail of factory 
cost and production," complained Mr. 
O'Donnell. 
This would, of course, mean tha t the 

FINANCIAL 
SYSTEM IS 
UNDER REVIEW 
T H E annual Ard Fheis of the Fine 
J - Gael party was not told what the 
Government proposed to "review" in 
relation to the situation caused by de-
valuation. But the Government had 
set up a committee. 

A motion calling for a review of fin-
ancial policy had been tabled but Gen-
eral Mulcahy suggested it be referred 
to the National Council. 

Devaluation in Britain was followed 
immediately by devaluation in Ireland 
and it is estimated tha t the step .cost 
Ireland £140,000,000. 

British devaluation was forced on 
Britain by the United States which, 
seeing Britain's impending bank-
ruptcy, wanted to buy up British in-
dustry on the cheap. Britain adroitly 
recouped herself in part by raising 
sterling prices sharply on the world 
market, and by cutting a huge slice 
off the balance owed by her to Ireland, 
Egypt, India and other countries. 

workers would get to know how much profit 
they were making for the bosses. 

PARTITION 
Referring to Partition, Mr. O'Donnell de-

nied the allegation tha t the Southern 
industrialists wanted to keep the border for 
fear of the competition of Northern industry. 

Mr. J . J. Hollowa.v said that Irish jam 
producers were suffering a slump and were 
on half production. He suggested they 
should be allowed to buy sugar at subsidised 
rate so as to enable them to export. 

Considerable dissatisfaction was expressed 
on the restrictive methods used by British-
controlled firms operating in Ireland. When 
goods bearing a registered International 
trade mark were made under license, it was 
stipulated that these should not be exported. 

It is clear that this is merely a device by 
which British capital secures the Irish mar-
ket from the tariff wall while safeguarding 
the export market for itself. 

LUKEWARM 
The president expressed himself very luke-

warm about the White Paper on social ser-
vices (described recently by Mr. Nolan of 
the Irish Workers' League as in sore need 
of improvement before implementation, 
which is even now not guaranteed) saying 
that it was neither "equitable" nor "accept-
able." 

Both before and after all this, considering 
where they were, it can be taken that the 
boys knew how to enjoy themselves and pro-
vided copious "social services" for them-
selves. 

Our brawn and brains-the other fellow's profit 
A N E of the most sensat ional and re-

markable achievements of Irish skill 
and brains now nears completion at Por-
tarlington where the country 's first tur f -
fired power stat ion shortly comes in to 
operation. 

Ninety Million uni ts of electricity will 
be produced every year, by the combustion 
of 120,000 tons of milled turf from the 
•4.000 bog a t Clonsast. T h e complete 
output of the bog is to be taken by the 
Power stat ion. 

The scheme is thoroughly up-to-date 
•'•nd lias been designed by the turf board's 
remarkeble staff of technicians. These 
Wen who could frequently earn twice or 
three t imes t h e salary in Bri tain are above 
a'l to be praised for their willingness to 
sacrifice their immediate financial inter-
ests to the development of their country, 
and it is to be hoped tha t when seeing the 
236 foot cooling tower of all-Irish con-
struction, the public will demand tha t 
Efatitude be shown in the most practical 
>ay. 

Irish turf development, for years de-
layed by wrong nat ional policies, is gain-
ing momentum, and methods of turf ultlli-
sation in o ther countries are being care-
t l % watched. Bord na Mona and the 
Department of Indust ry a n d Commerce 
a r p following carefully the Scott ish Home 
Department's a t t emp t to use turf in gas 
turbines, and if successful these methods 
a re almost cer ta in to be used in Ireland. 

T the same time the advances in 
machine turf are accompanied by a 

decrease in handwon turf on the smaller 

bogs. Turf schemes have been ended in 
Waterford and other counties, and most 
of the men formerly employed on them 
are emigrat ing to Britain. The amount of 
labour required for machine turf will al-
ways be smaller than for hand turf and is 
likely to decrease fur ther . 

The greatest turf-producing country in 
the world is of course Russia where power 
stations have boen fired by peat for many 
years. While Irish technicians a re anxious 
to benefit f rom Russian experience, the 
Government is still refusing to have rela-
tions with t ha t country. The development 
of Russian turf also knows a process of 
increasing mechanisation and labour-
saving. But the labour saved is not un-
employed because under the Russian 
planned economy it Is taken up immedi-
ately by the vastly expanding Socialist in-
dustries. F a r from wishing to know how 
this Is done the Irish Government is afraid 
of precisely this becoming known to the 
Irish people who might demand the devel-
opment of Ir ish industry should be simi-
larly for use instead of profit. 

A N entirely new use for bogs was sug-
* ' gested in Kerry when it was pro-
posed to supply lime, fertilizers, and seed 
at the expense of the Irish Sugar Com-
pany, and a t t emp t the growing of sugar 
beet on five acres of virgin bog a t Keen-
collie near Kenmare. Unfor tunate ly the 
somewhat conservative gentlemen of the 
County Council, unaccustomed to experi-
mentation, were worried about who was 
to pay for the drainage and fencing. I t 
was decided to ask the Depar tment of 

Agriculture to pay for it. 
The apparen t philanthropy of the 

Sugar Company is related to the tendency 
for the beet acreage to decline. At a press 
conference on February 22nd, Mr. M. J . 
Costello, general manager of the I r i sh 
Sugar Company deplored falling off f rom 
the 1948 acreage, pointing out tha t it lost 
tli" growers £500,000. 

"Unless the beet acreage here in-
creases considerably within the next 18 
months ." he said, " there will not be suffi-
cient to meet the present yearly con-
sumption." 
This was because the sugar bought wi th 

Marshall dollars would not be obtainable 
when the Marshall plan ended. I re land 's 
consumption of sugar per head was the 
highest in the world, the U.S.A. coming 
second, and only Peru and Denmark pro-
duced it cheaper. 

It was not, s ta ted how far the low ra te 
of agricultural wages contributed to th is 
position, but those with memories of t he 
Carlow strikes may scent a connection. 
' r p H E increased t rade in and out of I r i sh 

•*- ports, as well as American-imposed 
policy considerations are leading to p lans 
for the improvement and development of 
Irish ports. 

Sligo has benefitted from the boom, 
91 ships having arrived at the port in 1949 
as against 55 in 1948. Revenue was up 
from £3,961 to £8,304. 
YJ R. MORRISSEY has announced t h a t 

- 1 " the Government will contr ibute 
£100,600 towards the cost of a £180.000 
scheme to improve Limerick Docks. Othe r 

work amoun t ing to £100,000 for dredging 
and deepening the harbour is already ap-
proved. Dundalk is to receive £20,000 to-
wards the cost of dredging a n d buoys. It 
will be recalled that recently Tralee em-
barked on a £75,000 scheme. 

It is no t unnatural in these circum-
stances t h a t the cement manufac turers 
are den and ing their pound of flesh. At 
present owing to the mild winter building 
activity is still at a relatively high level 
and likely for a while to increase. So 10/-
a ton has been popped on the price of 
cement in Ireland. There a r e two Irish 
cement factories each working to capacity 
and making 400,000 tons a year between 
them. T h e national requirement is 750,000 
tons. The remainder is imported and when 
the price of imported cement goes up, a t 
the will of the British companies, the Irish 
price goes up in sympathy a n d the cement 
makers net a soothing little gold-fish. 

It is th ree years since proposals were 
made to the Government for the setting 
up of a th i rd factory to save the £750,000 
spent abroad. Plans were made and ap-
proved on behalf of a number of towns. 
But those who destroyed Waterford 's 
cement, industry are not likely to want to 
see their competitors back again . Some 
observers have advocated municipal in-
dustry. T h e a rgument that cement prices 
do not affect house-building a r e of course 
specious, since cement-concrete houses are 
now standard in Ireland, though in Bri-
tain they a r e as yet virtually unknown. 
The cement price hike is going to hit Ir ish 
building hard. 
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Cattle Dealers' Good Business 
THE COMET AND 

STRIPES 

(r the "Irish 
Times" published without com-

ment the theory of an American 
"scientist," lmmanuel Velikousky, to 
the effect that a "flaming comet" 
passing close to the earth drew up 
the waters of the Red Sea, to enable 
the Israelites to cross. 

Thereby Darwin's theory of evolution 
is exploded, and even Newton's law 
of gravitation is undermined. 

The plague of lice is ascribed to 
"scorching gases" which caused ver-
min to "multiply at a prodigious 
rate." In the war, soldiers used to 
burn them out. Evidently this was 
a mistake. 

"The close proximity of the 
comet lifted the tides of the oceans 
mountains high and at the peak of 
the cataclysm the Israelites were on 
the shore of the sea when the bot-
tom was uncovered." 
Children know, of course, tha t 

comets are very cold, not hot; tha t 
the entire substance of a comet's tail 
could be got into a thimble-full of 
water, and that far from lifting tides 
off the earth a comet would not 
blow a flea out of a trumpet. The last 
comet to collide with the earth broke 
in two and has not been heard of 
since. It is just as well, at a time 
when efforts are being made to whip 
up ridiculous fears of the earth itself 
being exploded (supposing we let them 
do it) to realise just how low Ameri-
can science has sunk. This latest is 
on a par with last week's theory that 
"flying saucers" were space-ships 
from Mars! 

But Export Problem Looms Ahead 
r T H E day a f t e r the Manufac turers ' Fed-

erat ion had suited t h a t Ireland's 
hope lay in looking a f t e r the manufac-
turers, the Dublin Cattle Salesmasters' 
Association met in the Clarence Hotel to 
tell each other and the nat ion that Ire-
land stood or fell with beef production. 

The membership of t he association, 
which is admittedly both "representative 
and select" was stated to be only 55. 

"But these 55 men played a very im-
portant part in the life of the country," 
said Mr. Norman Judd. He did not say 
that this part represented in effect tying 
it to the coat-tails of British Imperial-
ism. 
Members of the Association had recently 

met representatives of Bri t ish Railways 

with the object of improving export trans-
port facilities. I' was proposed next to 
have a go at Dublin Corporation and the 
C.I.E. 

LINK-UP 
Indicative of the close link-up between 

the dealers and the ranchers , the vice-
chai rman of the Stock Owners ' Associa-
tion was present to reply to the toast of 
"The Producers. ' ' And to complete the trio, 
Mr. Geoffrey Tory represented Sir Gilbert 
Laithwaite, the Brit ish Government, repre-
sentat ive in Ireland. He remarked tha t 
Br i ta in was th inking of building up its own 
life-stoCk herds. He was glad t h a t the asso-
ciation was looking for younger and 
cheaper beef. That was wha t Bri tain 
wanted. 

Part of B.C.D.R. Closes 
i T H E B.C.D.R. no longer runs to 

Newcastle Co. Down, though the 
town is still served by the G.N.R. 
Ultimately, the o n l y remaining 
branch of this line will be the vir-
tually suburban stretch f rom Belfast 
to Bangor. 

Those who regard this railway with the 
sentimental attraction which attaches to 
the things o£ their youth, will regret the 
passing of its slow-moving smoky coaches 
full of talking good-tempered people, and re-
call the quaint periphrasis of its notice 
about spitting which ran: 

JAe 'ffiatxMmmen £ag£ef 

" 4 CONFUSED MARXIST, who ft he 
tiad survived would have been long 

forgotten by the Nation." 
This is how Mr. P.H.D. of the "Roscom-

mon Heiald" describes Ireland's mar ty red 
socialist Patr iot , J ames Connolly. 

T h e author of th is choice patr iot ic sen-
t iment contr ibutes a fortnightly ar t ic le 
f r o m the content of which it would seem 
t h a t the immortal Skibbereen Eagle h a d 
taken flight, and a f te r circling round in 
general reconnaissance, decided t ha t 
Boyle, centre of Roscommon's golden vales 
was the vital place for keeping he r eye on 
Russia. 

RUMOURS 
Rumours circulating in the Boyle dis-

tr ict continually point to F a t h e r Mac-
Loughlan as t he owner of the non-de-
plume P.H.D. T h e fact tha t people are 
saying this is disquieting. I t is to be hoped 
t h a t the "Roscommon Herald" will cate-
gorically deny it if it is not true, for it is 
surely a serious th ing for a Cathol ic 
priest, if such he is, to refer to I re land ' s 
greates t patr iot in such derogatory terms. 

It is hard to believe that any priest 
would so express himself to-day, and he 
would justifiably earn the sharp censure 
of his parishioners if He did so. It is this 
which makes it essential for the "Roscom-
mon Herald" to set the public mind at 
rest, since the rumours are no less dam-
aging from being hard to believe. 

I t will be remembered t ha t t h e late 
Bishop of Galway described Wolfe Tone 
as a "self-murderer," and a Bishop of 
Kerry declared t h a t Hell was no t hot 
enough or eternity long enough to punish 
anyone who belonged to the Fenians . T h e 
"Ir ish Catholic," organ of the Hierarchy, 
described the 1916 rising in denuncia tory 
tones: • 

"What was attempted was an act of 
brigandage pure and simple and there 
is no reason to lament ttiat its perpetra-
tors have met the fate which from the 
dawn of history has been reserved for 
traitors." 
The same "I r i sh Catholic" ar t icle des-

cribes the immorta l signatories of the 
declaration as : 

"This extraordinary combination of 
rogue* and fools." 
Pearse was described as an " insane 

schoolmaster." 
On the labours of these "traitors," 

"rogues,' "fools" and "insane" as on the 
"felons" before tfiem, the structure of 
Irish independence was raised. 

ANTI-NATIONAL 
I t is to be hoped tha t Mr. P H D., who-

ever he is, and it is sincerely to be hoped 

tha t the rumours are completely un-
founded, and the "Irish Democra t" would 
willingly give all necessary space to deny 
them, will realise his affinity with anti-
national tradit ions in the p a s t and will 
withdraw what he has said about James 
Connolly and the Connolly Association 
which exists to perpetuate his teaching. 

"Beware of false prophets," might be 
said of those who hide behind religion 
to express reactionary politics, "who 
come to you in the clothing of sheep, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves." So 
said St. Matthew. (Ch. 7, verse 15). 
The "Roscommon Herald 's" contributor, 

who seldom misses an opportuni ty to lam-
baist the Connolly Association and "Irish 
Democrat" if afraid t h a t I r i shmen who 
are now in England re turn a n d take their 
progressive views home wi th them. Not 
long ago a contributor in t he "Dublin 
S tandard" (which it mus t always be re-
membered is not an official Catholic 
paper) described them as "flashy corner-
boys." But nobody seems to bother about 
the English lords and ladies who are buy-
ing up I r i sh land and hi r ing the remain-
ing Ir ish workers as es ta te hands and 
personal servants. 

INDIGNANT 
The writer is most i nd ignan t that the 

Connolly Association should invite Irish-
men to vote against the Tories. His "up-
to-the-minute" knowledge of world poli-
tics is i l lustrated by his appa ren t belief 
tha t Messrs. Bevan and Shinwell are 
Communist fellow-travellers. 

The conclusion can scarcely be escaped 
tha t if Mr. P.H.D. were to direct his philo-
sophical a t tent ion towards analysing the 
reasons which cause his fellow-country-
men to emigrate, and fighting them on 
the spot, using his influence to enable 
them to make a living at home, he might 
be spared the heart-burnings a t tendant on 
their possible return, and migh t incident-
ally earn the gratitude ins tead of the sus-
picion of the people of Co. Roscommon. 

P.C. 

"Passengers are respectfully requested 
not to spit in the compartment. It is an-
noying to other passengers and is stated 
by the medical profession to be a source of 
serious disease." 

Will any of these old coaches run to Ban-
gor? Probably modernisation in the form 
of efficient electrification will be the solu-
tion. Perhaps it might have saved the en-
tire line. 

G, N. R. 
Transport is not happy in the six-counties. 

Nine sections of the old N.C.C. of the L.M.S. 
Railway are to be closed down. The reason 
for the economies here and in Down are of 
course nothing to do with the unprofitabil-
ity of the railways. The transport authority 
made a net profit of £52,203. But after pay-
ing interest on borrowed money (that is giv-
ing the rentiers their rake-off) there was a 
loss of £164,938. So farmers and workers 
in Tyrone, Derry and Antrim must lose their 
services. The profit-seekers did not ask public 
permission to run railways. But they have 
a monopoly of them. Now they have bled 
the business white they want to concentrate 
on profitable road-transport. 

A severe commentary on the condition of 
things in the six counties where the slump 
is developing fast is that while the G.N.R. 
made a profit of £138,442 In the South it 
suffered a loss of £230,939, and it is not 
argued even in Stormont circles that this 
loss was due to the "papishes." 

M O N E Y L O S T 

Why does the G.N.R. lose money in the 
North? Because it is not allowed to run 
buses in the six counties. British-owned 
capital of the occupying power must be per-
mitted to skim the cream of Irish transport 
profits. 

FARE-RAISING 
EEADERS of the "Irish Democrat" will 

be sceptical when, after studying the 
huge profits being made by industrial and 
commercial undertakings alike, they are told 
tha t the success of the striking seamen on 
the crass-channel lines means that "fares 
may have to be raised." 

"Have to be" shows how reluctantly the 
owners feel themselves compelled to take 
money out of the pockets of returning exiles 
and British holiday-makers. 

H A R D E R W O R K 

Strangely enough the strike did not begin 
because the men asked for more money, but 
because the B. and I. company withdrew one 
ship out of three plying on the Liverpool-
Dublin route, so as to make more money on 
the other two. Result was men had to work 
harder and longer. When this admirable 
arrangement for cheapening the cost of the 
traffic was thought of, the company did not 
draw the conclusion that fares must be re-
duced. 

Now that the men refuse to accept that 
Iniquitous imposition, the company is bleat-
ing that It "may have to raise fares"—to get 
back to the happy position it never was in! 

In other words Ireland will go back to 
position of a supplier of store Guttle, ex-
porting the fert i l i ty of her land and los-
ing all prospect of building u p the im-
portant ancillary industries. T h e Nether-
land's representat ive was also present and 
spoke of the newly-developed Ir ish Dutch 
cat t le trade. 

The "producers" and dealers had reason 
to do themselves well since f a t cat t le ex-
ported in December, 1949 were 23,220 as 
against 7,243 in December, 1948. But, sin-
ister sign, in 1949 as a whole store-cattle 
numbered 181,915 as against 102,209 fa t 
cattle. The exports of cat t le f rom the 
six counties were weighted in t he opposite 
sense. Fat cat t le exceeded s tores by about 
2 to 1 in 1949. T h e 26 Counties is thus 
still a ca t t le- ranch and sheep- fa rm for 
Britain. 

B A C O N 
As if to rub th is in Britain is now pay-

ing less for bacon. The price agreement 
negotiated by Mr. Dillon expired recently 
and since Bri ta in gets bacon cheap from 
Denmark she h a s insisted on gett ing it 
cheap from I re land also. 

T h e bacon sen t to Britain now is being 
subsidised, but Mr. Dillon claimed tha t 
th is subsidy does not fall on the consumer 
or tax-payer. Some observers have sug-
gested tha t it disobeys the law of gravity 
and does not fa l l on anybody a t all. 

The ending of the shortage of agricul-
tural products and the possibility of a 
glut (it is said American food is already 
being destroyed on a vast scale) is shown 
not only in increased cat t le exports and 
the fall of bacon prices, but in t he shrewd 
bargain Messrs. Guinness 's have driven 
with the growers of barley, represented by 
the sugar beet growers' association. The 
1950 crop is to be sold at 53/6 a barrel as 
against a 1949 price of 57 6 a barrel . The 
larger fa rmers represented in t h e associa-
tion may be able to balance the i r accounts 
on this basis. T h e smaller f a r m e r s will as 
usual pay the piper. Great play was made 
t ha t the price was above t h a t paid for 
similar mater ia l in England. 

F L A X 
It is also believed that the F lax Spin-

ners of Belfast have got t he best of their 
bargain with t he growers a n d scutch-mil-
lers in the 26 Counties. 

The growing interest in I r i sh exports is 
illustrated by t h e presence in Par is of 
Ir ish tweeds which are tailored a f t e r the 
latest Parisian fashions a n d t h e n sold to 
America—or so it is hoped. T h e products 
will be in American shops in t h e autumn. 
If the American slump develops a t the 
r a t e it promises they may still be in the 
shops the a u t u m n after . 

TUBERCULOSIS 
C ' 

1HIEF Medical Officer for Cavan, 
Dr. J. A. Craig, thinks the tuber-

culosis rate Is still too high, and 
ascribes the incidence in part to lack 
of supervision of food. 

Others have ascribed it to what was 
absent from the food ra ther than 
what was in it. The food Is good 
enough if you can get it. 

The birthrate for Cavan in 1948 
was 17.9 per thousand as against an 
average for the 26 counties of 21.9. 

Another sidelight on tuberculosis in-
cidence is the housing shortage—in an 
area steadily being depopulated by 
emigration. The 157 houses required 
in 1946 are still unbuilt, and now an-
other 113 are required. 

Caustic comment has been heard 
in some quarters about the delay in 
issuing statistics. It is not sufficient 
to tell the people of Cavan in 1950 
about their housing requirements in 
1948. No 1948 needs can be catered 
for till 1950 at this rate; present needs 
must wait till 1952. 

IRISH SOCIALIST STUDENTS9 CONFERENCE 
S 1TUDENTS from four of Ireland's Uni-

versity colleges met in Dublin to dis-
cuss the common problems of this im-
portant section of the na t ion ' s youth. 

Although complete agreement was not 
reached on all questions, it is regarded as 
both hopeful and significant t l jat for the 
first t ime for many years representatives 
of Queen's University, Belfast crossed the 

border to discuss policy with their col-
leagues in Dublin. 

CO-ORDINATING 
An all-Ireland student co-ordinating 

cent re has been established and it is cer-
ta in that the large measure of agreement 
already reached will develop fu r the r in the 
fu ture . 

Active in the organisation of the con-
ference was Mr. Paul O Higgins, of Trin-

ity College. who h a s for the last two years 
been "Irish Democrat" Dublin corres-
pondent. 

It has been felt tha t T.C.D. by reason 
of its Liberal tradition might provide a 
common ground on which both National 
a n d Queen's Universities m i g h t be pre-
pared to t read. What has begun among 
the youth might well be extended to the 
older generation. 
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B O O K S , THEATRE and CINEMA 
by ALEC DIGGES 

I R I SH S W I F T 
FIL M 

\ I OST interesting cinema news of the 
month is that a new Irish feature film, 

"Strangfr at My Door," is in process of com-
pletion. The film is directed by Dublin 
Hicndan Stafford. 

Tin tilm has its setting in Dublin's "under-
world" and has been shot in Dublin and 
Courtly Konaghan. Leading parts are played 
li\ .leseph O'Connor, Agnes Bernell, Maire 
O'Neill, l iajry Hutchinson, Jill Raymond and 
Valentine Dyall. This is the first production 
ot a new 3nsh film group—Leinster Films— 
and should be ready for screening within 
the next month or two. 

Ar.t.lher interesting home event is the 
eleventh wsson of the Irish Film Society. 
Their current programme includes such 
classics at Griffith's "Intolerance," 
"Kainf.iadBf-Jiaft," "Caligaria" and "Zero de 
( ciutL,';» "— surprisingly enough, although 
embracing the German film, "Germany Year 
Zcki." thoie is no representative of the con-
tempt i>ry Italian school.* It is to be hoped 
that tb ' t is owing merely to technical diffi-
culties n.tid that they will soon be sur-
mounted. Italian film production, which 
has ibrived on poverty and shoe-string pro-
ducticr, may well have many lessons for new 
groups commencing in Ireland, particularly 
in the field of freshness of approach lo the 
i ontcrrj ciaiy social scene and utilisation of 
non-picfcit-onal acting material. 

It is, in ibis connection, interesting to note 
thai (he famous Italian producer, Rossellini, 
and h':i. terra were men mainly without film 
experience a few years ago. Most of their 
casting is tv ire-casting from real life in which 
men and women draw on their own lives and 
day-to-day experience for character building 
—a technique only possible when problems 
are dealt with which have real meaning for 
the people concerned. 

A documentary revival at present showing 
in Lontlfc-n is Michael Powell's "Edge of the 
World," a tiJm once described rather grandly 
at the Scottish "Man of Aran." Dealing 
with the iiic of the islanders on the now de-
serted luie of Huerat, It is in parts Intensely 
moving i'lthcugh not without a certain arty 
self-ccnsriLUsness and some very, very indif-
ferent cling. For film produced in 1937 
and oflVpring of the "simple life" school 
of doui.rr«>tary, however, it stands the test 
of the yeais well and will repay a visit of 
le-drsicveiy. 

1 HAT OTHERS MAY LIVE 
Accompanying "Edge of the World' is a 

Polish Bar film—"That Others May Live," 
uhich Seals' with the Nazi effort to extermi-
nate the Jewish population of Warsaw—first 
b.v isolating Ihem in the huge walled ghetto 
and secondly by mass murder. This is a 
film which is intensely moving in spite of 
its la:ii <f technique and polish. It is quite 
unashr,ir,et!;y a propaganda film and, coming 
at a time when it would appear that we 
have f&igetten many of the lessons of Ger-
man fascism, it is of more than historical 
value. There is a child actor in this film 
«ho g'ves a beautifully restrained and con-
vincing peiformance, whicli is more than 
be said fei some of the adults in the same 
111 m. "1 Hat Others May Live" has a strong 
emotional appeal to Jewish people and a 
strong topical lesson for Christians. It 
is, als-t, one of the few films for many a long 
day in which Jewish life and habits are 
seriousily pwtraved and caricature avoided. 

A hoary (epic of conversation, but none 
the less interesting for that, has been the 
manner in which, over the last thirty years, 
the lead in film production has swung from 
first < r e tountry to another. O n e 
wondeis, naturally, which will be the next 
country to steal the international "Oscar" 
from Italy, already showing signs of relin-
quishing that strong and fierce social 
indignation which gave such films as "Open 
City*' and "Bicycle Thieves" their strength. 
The once fondly backed British documentary 
movement would seem to have been effec-
tively k mothered, while from American 
studies the deluge of phoney social docu-
mentaries has swamped even the occasional 
serious effort produced by the now purged 
creative tcreeji artists. Recent contributions 
from French studios have been sadly disap-
pointing and second-rate, while cold war 
precludes the ponslbility of seeing more than 
occasional Russians films. It would not be 

all surprising if the more significant 
fu(ure productions did not come fron\ the 
*ew Democracies—my own tip, for what it 
•s worth, is to keep on eye peeled for future 
< rechoslovak productions. 

['Kossellinl is, of course, the producer of 
"OfTmany Year Zero" but, In my opinion, 
ibis cannot be taken as a fair sample of 
the Italian school of direction. It might 
also be mentioned that Rosseliini. in his 
latest work to be shown in London, "The 
Miracle" (reviewed last Isnie) has tended 
i« forsake his earlier realism. "The 
Miracle," an Intensely moving and beauti-
fully acted film. Is frankly mystical.] 

T H E CONJURED SPIRIT 
VJWIFT wrote of himself : "A person ot 
* ' great honour in Ireland used to .say that 
my mind was like a conjured spirit that 
would do mischief if I would not give it 
employment." Evelyn Hardy takes very 
appropriately for her "studv in the relation-
ship of Swift. Stella and Vanessa" the title 
"The Conjured Spirit" (published Hogarth 
Press, 15 -) and tries to unravel one of the 
knots in the mysterious character of Jona-
than Swift, who belonged neither to England 
nor to Ireland, and who loved and hated 
both in turn; who was both churchman and 
suspected atheist; who wrote even more 
scathingly and contemptuously of women 
that he did of men, and yet was capable 
of great friendship and perhaps love to 
women, inventing a "little language" of 
endearing words, so that he could be more 
tender in his "Journal to Stella." 

Who were Stella and Vanessa? T h e 
"Journal to Stella" was addressed to Esther 
Johnson, a young woman of beauty and 
intelligence whom he met first when .sin-
was a little girl of eight, and he a young 
secretary in the employ of Sir William 
Temple. Swift gave Stella, as he called the 
little girl, all her education, and he moulded 
her mind to his pattern. When she grew 
up. at his suggestion she settled in Ireland, 
to be near him. Whether they were married 
or not is a question that has many times 
been asked, but they certainly never lived 
together, as Swift could not or would not 
allow any woman to find happiness and 
security through him. 

From their first meeting until her death, 
thirty-five years later. Swift and Stella were 
closely bound, but for twelve of those years, 
unknown to her, he was involved passionately 
with another woman, Esther Van Homrigh, 
whom he called Vanessa. He met her in 
London in 1707, and was a constant guest 
at her mother's house. The friendship 
between them ripened into love, as the 
letters which passed between them testify, 
but to Vanessa also Swift denied the right 
of expecting happiness from him. Vanessa 
died young in 1723, having parted from her 
terrible genius, and Stella five years later, 
to his great and inconsolable grief. The 
enigma of this passionate tangle has in-
spired many Irish writers. Yeats, in his 
one-act play, "The Words Upon the Window 
Pane." makes a spiritualist hold a seance in 
the house where Swift had once lived in 
Dublin, and the tortured unlaid ghosts of 
all three return for a reliving of their old 
sorrow. "Yahoo," by Lord Longford, deals 
with the same subject, and Dennis Johnston 

has also written a play on this theme. Why 
did Swift torture these two devoted women 
and himself in this unhappy, frustrated 
relationship? Was it the terrible shadow of 
madness which made him forswear mar-
riage, or did the experiences of his early 
childhood, for he was born posthumously 
and taken from his mother in his babyhood, 
only to be brought back to her and aban-
doned again before he was out of his child-
hood, make him distrust and. fear all women. 
"The Conjured Spirit" deals ardently and 
yet scholarly with the years of Swift's life 
when the two women moved at his beck 
and call, so terribly necessary to him, but 
so passionately resisted. 

This book stimulated me lo return to Swift 
himself, lo the great satires which keep him 
alive and magnificent for us much more than 
any reconstructions of his life and time. 
And for Irish readers his "Irish Tracts" are 
particularly interesting, for in this terrible 
dark period of Irish history, the voice of 
Jonathan Swift was for the Irish the voice 
of "the man set for their watchman, to 
blow the trumpet and warn the people." The 
earliest of Swift's appeals fo the people of 
Ireland was published in Dublin in 1720, 
with the title, "A proposal for the Universal 
use of Irish Manufacture, in Cloths and 
Furniture of Houses, etc. Utterly rejecting 
and renouncing everything Wearable that 
comes from England." This was followed, 
four years later, by the so-called "Drapier's 
Letters" written by Swift in the character of 
M.B.j a linen-draper, to persuade the Irish 
of the villainy of a scheme promoted by an 
English ironmonger named Wood, to coin 
copper pence and half-pence for circulation 
in Ireland. The story of how Wood procured 
the patent for this job is involved, but it is 
certain that he paid the Duchess of Kendal, 
the King's mistress, a considerable sum for 
the privilege. The publication of the 
Draper's letters was an event of unpre-
cedented importance in the in the history 
of Irish nationalism. The whole country, 
wearied of English tyranny, rallied to the 
support of the draper and authority offered 
in vain rewards for his arrest. 

Many other tracts followed the draper's 
letters, and are, to quote one of his bio-
graphers. "a bright record of the unceasing 
zeal with which Swift continued through 
successive years, and indeed until the total 
decay of his mental powers, to watch over 
the interests of Ireland — to warn his 
countrymen of their errors, to laugh them 
out of their follies, to vindicate their rights 
against the aggression of their [jowerful 
neighbours." M.F. 

SHE MOVED THROUGH 
THE FAIR 

Mv young love said to me, "My brothers won't mind. 
And my parents won't slight you for your lack of kind. ' 
Then she stepped away from me, and this she did say, 
''It will not be long, love, till our wedding day." 

She stepped away from me and she moved through the fair, 
And fondly I watched her go here and go there. 
Then she went her way homeward with one star awake, 
As the swan in the evening moves over the lake. 

The people were saying no two were e'er wed 
But one had a sorrow that never was said. 
And I smiled as she passed with her goods and her gear, 
And that was the last that I saw of my dear. 

I dreamt it last night that my young love came iti. 
So softly she entered, her feet made no din; 
She came close beside me, and this she did say, 
"It will not be long, love, till our wedding day." 

P A D R A I C C O L U M 

I Printed in response to many requests f rom readers.] 

WHITHER TOURISM? 
IR I S H hoteliers are worried about a 

prospective slump in the tourist t rade. 
I re land had as many tourists in 1949 as 

in 1948, but they did not spend as much. 
Th i s is the opinion of the Tourist Board. 

I t is stated that devaluation created a 
last golden opportunity fo make Ireland an 
Internat ional tourist centre. The Holy 
Year celebrations are expected t« create a 
large American transi t traffic of tourists 
on their way to Rome. 

On the other hand British tourists will 
spend less still, and fewer dollars will be 
received for the pounds Americans spend. 

Readers can order any 
Book or Periodical 

from 

N E W B O O K S , 
16 Pearse St., Dublin 

or 
INTERNATIONAL 

BOOKSHOP, 
20 Church Lane, Belfast 

LETTER 
FROM 

IRELAND 
May 15th, 1929. 

T \ E A R Comrade Pollitt, 
' "As an old Socialist a n d for many 

years an active member of w h a t was at 
one time the Labour Pa r ty of Grea t 
Britain, I a m writing to express my satis-
fact ion t ha t in the coming electoral cam-
paign you are fighting agains t the leader 
of t ha t Par ty . 

I am not doing "this without reason. I 
have watched the career of Mr. Ramsey 
MacDonald, your present opponent , and it 
has disillusioned me sadly. When I 
claimed his help for Irish pr isoners and 
deportees (he was the leader of t he Opposi-
tion) he did nothing—made n o protest. 
Instead of f ight ing our g rea t foes, im-
perialism and capitalism, he has played 
the double game of diplomacy, refused to 
support the really forward movement of 
the workers, preached expediency, agreed 
to compromise and checked enthusiasm. 
During his brief period of power, did he 
put forward any one measure antagonist ic 
either to capitalism or Bri t ish imperial-
ism? W h a t h a s he done for t he miners? 
Was he there on the day when all London 
was moved with enthusiasm a n d sympathy 
for the Hunger Marchers? 

The t ru th is that these leaders of the old 
official par ty are played out. They have 
ceased to be in touch with t he people. 

You, my comrade, belong to the 
younger, the more consistent and vigorous 
wing of Labour. You have al ready shown 
willingness to take risks and you will take 
them again if the occasion arises. You 
don't wish to float over the h e a d s of your 
fellow workers, to give them good advice 
and preach fine sentiments. You are with 
them in the dust of the road, eager to seize 
every opportunity of opening th rough the 
grime and the gloom a p a t h t h a t may 
presently lead to such vital changes in 
thought and action as will c rea te and 
maintain a new and better order of society. 

Therefore I am glad to tell you tha t I 
wish heartily—indeed, ardently—your suc-
cess in the present conflict. 

(Signed) C. DESPARD. 
Roebuck House, 

Clonskea, Co. Dublin. 
* * * 

The letter, which is quoted in ful l above, 
was writ ten on May 15th, 1929, a n d signed 
by Mrs. Char lot te Despard, a n d it was 
written to Mr. Harry Pollitt. 

This is but one of the many interesting 
sidelights o n contemporary his tory in the 
current issue of the reminiscences of child-
hood and early manhood of Mr. Harry 
PoU.tt. "Serving My Time" (Lawrence 
and Wishart , 5 -) is the autobiography of 
a fearless fighter against imperialism and 
for the cause of his class—the working 
people of Bri tain. 

Writ ten in a racy, good-humoured style, 
nevertheless Pollitt does no t pull his 
punches where necessary. Read, for in-
stance, the indictment of his accusers 
when he was charged with breaches of The 
Incitement to Mutiny Act of 1797 . . . "The 
very people," said Pollitt, "who instituted 
these proceedings themselves, in the years 
1912-14, set a standard of uttering sedi-
tious libels, inciting the mutiny, and get-
ting their nuclei to work in the Army in 
Ireland as we could never have done had 
we so desired." 

Not so generally known iS t h a t a t one 
stage during the early days of the war, 
Pollitt, who is a boiler-maker by trade, 
succeeded in get t ing work a t Ha r l and and 
Wolff's, Belfast , and had it no t been tha t 
an intense outbreak of U-boat activity in 
the Irish C h a n n e l prevented his crossing, 
might well have been fighting his battles 
in Belfast to-day instead of in Britain. 

Certainly, in the years tha t have passed 
since Mrs. Despard's letter was written, 
there has been no word or act ion on the 
par t of this tireless fighter which could 
negate the spirit which an ima ted her to 
write wishing h im success. T h e r e will be. 
of course, m a n y who may not accept Mr. 
Pollitt 's political views, but t he r e will be 
none who can point to any occasion upon 
which he has failed to prove himself the 
enemy of Bri t ish imperialism or who have 
failed to notice the many occasions on 
which he h a s shown himself a s taunch 
fr iend of the fight for that uni ty a n d free-
dom of our own Ir ish working class, with-
out which talk of a Republic is a shallow 
mockery and a joke In bad tas te . 

LIAM CORCORAN 
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c h a r t e r m r i g h t s 
FOB EXILES t \ » OTHERS 

T H E W O R K I N G M E N A N D 
1 W O M E N OF T H E W H O L E 

W O R L D M U S T S H A R P E N T H E I R 
S T R U G G L E IN A L L S P H E R E S FOR 
T H E D E F E N C E OF T H E I R ECONO-
M I C A N D S O C I A L INTERESTS . 
T H E W.F.T.U., IN C O N F O R M I T Y 
W I T H T H E D E C I S I O N S T A K E N AT 
T H E M I L A N C O N G R E S S , PRO-
P O S E S T H E F O L L O W I N G OBJEC-
T I V E S : 

—A general wage level sufficient to 
raise the workers ' living s tandards 
and to guarantee them normal condi-
tions of existence, by ending policies 
of wage-freezing or wage-reduction 
and by wage increases without cor-
responding increases in prices; 

—Drawing up. maintaining or ex-
panding national social security 
schemes, including accident, sickness, 
old age and infirmity benefits, special 
payments for special working condi-
tions, and family allowances; 

—A democratic and progressive 
taxation system borne mainly by the 
profits of the capitalist t rusts and 
monopolies; 

—Reduction of working hours lo a 
max imum 40-hour working week 
without a fal l in wages; 

—Abolition of excessive speed-up. 
and introduction of all necessary 
safety measures at work; 

—Effective steps against raising 
unemployment by : 

—the methods proposed above (in-
crease in purchasing power, reduc-
tion of hours of work) ; 
—making arbitrary dismissal il-

legal; 
—large-scale schemes of public 

works aimed at improving the liv-
ing conditions of the working 
masses, with special a t tent ion to 
housing; 
—Effective aid to the unemployed, 

by a general system of unemployment 
insurance sufficient to maintain all 
totally or partially unemployed 
workers at a decent level of existence, 
and payable to all wage-earners from 
the first to the last day of unemploy-
ment; 

—At least two weeks' annual paid 
holiday for all workers. 

—More expendi ture by govern-
ments and enterprises on health, edu-
cation and cul tural measures—free 
medical inspection and services, rest-
homes and sanatoria, adult educa-
tion, l ibraries, leisure activities, 
sports, etc. 

—Control of capitalist t rus ts and 
monoplies, reduction of their profits, 
removal of their ha rmfu l influence in 
the capitalist countries and their in-
ter ference in colonial and dependent 
countries. The suppression of capital-
ist monopolies' political and economic 
exploitation of the people is one of 
the objectives of the international 
t rade union movement; 

—Limitation of war manufacturers 
and the reduction of military expendi-
ture and international control of 
atomic energy and its scientific ex-
ploitation for peace purposes alone; 

—Full utilisation of productive re-
sources and the development of all 
branches of production in order to 
raise the living s tandards of the work-
ing masses and to ensure full employ-
ment. The production of consumption 
goods must increase if the needs of 
the u rban and rural populations are 
to be met. The expansion of the 
means of industrial production must 
contr ibute to raising the living stan-
dards of the masses of the peoples 
and permit continued social progress. 

—Establishment and development 
of free trade relations between all 
countries, based on equality of rights 
and respect for national independence 
and for the free economic .and politi-
cal development of each country. 

-Establ ishment of a balance be-
tween agricultural and industrial 
prices satisfactory to both town and 
count ry workers. Establishment of 
a balance between raw material prices 
and those of the finished product 
sat isfactory for the s tandard of l iving 
both of industrial countries and of 
under-developed ones. 

— T H E U P R O O T I N G OF D I S C R I -
M I N A T I O N IN A L L ITS F O R M S , 
T H A f IS FOR R E A S O N S OF S E X , 
AGE , RACE, N A T I O N A L I T Y , P O L I -
T I C A L OR R E L I G I O U S O P I N I O N S , 
A N D IN IN A L L S P H E R E S — AC-
C E S S TO E M P L O Y M E N T , W A G E S , 
S O C I A L S E C U R I T Y , L A B O U R 
L E G I S L A T I O N , U N E M P L O Y M E N T , 
H O U S I N G , V O C A T I O N A L T R A I N -
ING, A N D T R A D E U N I O N R I G H T S . 

—Abolition of forced labour in all 
its forms. 

—Maintenance and substantial ex-
pansion of all t rade union rights ( the 
r ight of association and the r ight to 

expansion of post school, leaving edu-
cation at a wage sufficient to provide 
normal living s tandards and the 
effectively guaranteed possibility for 
all. according to capability, to enter 
all levels of the professional heir-
archy; 

—Guarantee of employment inter-
rupted by period of military service; 

—Guarantee of the full exercise of 
t rade union rights; 

—A ban on the employment of the 
under-14s, guaranteed by law and 
wages sufficient to allow the adul t 
bread-winner to meet his own needs 
and those of his family;. 

For the under-18s : 
—Reduction of the working day to 

five hours; 
—Prohibit ion of night work; 
—Prohibit ion of work on dangerous 

and unhea l thy jobs; 
—Annual holidays with pay of 

longer dura t ion than those for adults ; 
—Free medical services and inspec-

tion for all young people financed by 

THE DOCUMENT OF 
THE MONTH 

Continuing its practice of publishing for the benefit of 
its readers important documents which are not likely to be 
published in the capitalist press, "IRISH DEMOCRAT" 
now presents extensive excerpts from the World Federation 
of Trade Unions' charter of rights for the workers of all 
lands. 

It will be remembered that the O'Brien faction split the 
T.U.C. rather than associate with those who have formulated 
this incomparable rostrum. The British T.U.C. dominated 
equally by a non-representative minority betrayed the tradi-
tions of the British working class by withdrawing from it. 

Fortunately neither British nor either Irish movement 
is to be judged by the more retrogressive leaders and these 
demands now enunciated will be the ones which the people 
will fight for and win, together with the best of the leaders. 

str ike) and all the democratic f ree -
doms (freedom of assembly, of 
speech, and of the Press) . 

—Participation by t ru ly representa-
tive t rade union delegates in the 
d rawing up. application and super-
vision of all the above measures, as 
well as in the management and con-
trol of enterprises and of the econo-
mic l ife of the count ry as a whole. 

YOUNG WORKERS' 
DEMANDS 

V O U N G workers in the capitalist 
countries live and work in condi-

tions sometimes more arduous than 
those of the adult workers. Means of 
obtaining instruction and of learning 
a trade are limited. They are finding 
it harder and harder to obtain work, 
so that not only are their present liv-
ing conditions threatened, but their 
whole future. 

The following demands for young 
workers should fo rm the basis of the 
demands of trades union organisations 
in this sphere ; 

—Guaranteed employment wi th 
min imum living wage; 

—Application of the principle of 
equal pay for equal work for young 
workers of both sexes ; 

—Widest access to apprenticeship 
under the control of the trade unions. 
Conditions of work and pay must be 
fixed by agreements and th rough 
negotiations conducted by the trade 
unions, and it must be of such a 
nature as to give wide protection to 
the material interests and health of 
apprentices; 

—Guarantee of vocational training 
for all young workers in industry, 
trade and agriculture, by means of an 

the Government and employers, 
sanatoria and rest-houses for young 
workers, and increased private and 
public expendi tu re on leisure activi-
ties, sport , education and culture. 

WOMEN WORKERS' 
DEMANDS 

T H E capitalist regime aims at divid-
ing the workers so as to be better 

able to weaken them. The economic 
and social discrimination practised 
against female labour is nothing 
other than a manifestation of this 
drive for division. The even more 
intensive and inhumane exploitation 
of female labour leads to a lowering 
of the living standards of the workers 
as a whole, and to the creation of a 
reserve labour-supply which has even 
less guarantee of security of employ-
ment than men workers. The capi-
talist regime tries to divide the work-
ers in order to weaken them. Econo-
mic and social discrimination against 
female labour is only one aspect of 
this desire to divide. 

This state of affairs continues de-
spite the resolution passed in January 
1948 by the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council, on the initiative 
of the W.F.T.U.i inviting all member 
states of the United Nations to take 
immediate measures to apply the 
principle of equal pay for equal work. 

All workers should therefore fight 
for the achievement of the following 
demands: 

—Total application of the principle 
of equal pay for equal work, with the 
necessary legislative and administra- • 
tive measures; 

—The woman 's right lo sign work 
contracts, draw her pay and spend it, 

without restriction; 
—Abolition of all discrimination in 

access to employment, apprent iceship 
and vocational t raining, in the im-
plementat ion of social legislation and 
social security, especially where 
assistance or unemployment insur-
ance is concerned; 

—Guaranteed work and security of 
employment for all marr ied or preg-
nant women workers; 

—Improvement of security and 
hygiene conditions of women's work 
in the enterprises; 

—Creation and extension of mater-
nity insurance guaranteeing lull pay 
while off work, creation of clinics and 
mate rn i ty wards, introduction or ex-
tension of family al lowances; 

—Creation of inst i tut ions financed 
by the Government and employers to 
safeguard child health and to look 
af te r children during working hours 
—creches, nurseries, child centres, 
clinics, hospitals and sanatoria f ree 
to all children. 

IMMIGRANT WORKERS' 
DEMANDS 

Migrations of labour under the 
capitalist regime are organised for 
the most part to allow greater ex-
ploitation of the foreign workers and 
consequently a reduction in the wages 
and living standards of the workers 
who are natives of the country con-
cerned. 

The trade union organisations in 
countries of emigration and immigra-
tion must therefore fight for the 
elimination of all discriminatory 
measures directed against the immi-
grant workers. They must keep in 
close contact to prevent the migration 
of labour leading to the results that 
the exploiters hope from them, in 
particular increased unemployment. 

The action of the workers and 
unions should be carried out in 
accordance with the following prin-
ciples: 

—Representative trade union orga-
nisations in the countries of emigra-
tion and immfgration must take part 
in drawing up bilateral agreements 
and in supervising their implementa-
tion, paying special attention to seeing 
that the migrant worker is clearly 
informed of the labour conditions 
which await him and that before his 
departure he signs an individual 
agreement safeguarding his rights; 

—Mig ran t workers must always be 
recruited and found jobs by the public 
authorities, with the help of the trade 
union organisations concerned, ex-
cluding any private association or 
body; 

— F O R E I G N W O R K E R S M U S T BE 
G U A R A N T E E D A B S O L U T E EQUA-
L ITY O F T R E A T M E N T IN A C C E S S 
TO E M P L O Y M E N T , P A Y , I N C L U D -
ING S O C I A L A D V A N T A G E S OF 
E V E R Y K I N D , T H E A P P L I C A T I O N 
OF L A B O U R L E G I S L A T I O N 
( H O U R S OF W O R K , O V E R T I M E , 
H O L I D A Y S W I T H P A Y , A G E OF 
E N T R Y T O W O R K , A P P R E N T I C E -
S H I P A N D V O C A T I O N A L T R A I N -
ING), S O C I A L S E C U R I T Y , F A M I L Y 
A L L O W A N C E S , A S S I S T A N C E OR 
U N E M P L O Y M E N T I N S U R A N C E , 
H O U S I N G C O N D I T I O N S , F U L L 
E X E R C I S E OF T R A D E U N I O N 
R I G H T S A N D P A R T I C U L A R L Y OF 
T H E R I G H T TO S T R I K E ; 

—the right to send for their families 
or to help their families remaining in 
their homeland; 

—the r ight to return f ree ly to their 
own country , with fa re paid both 
way*. 
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