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DUBLIN WORKERS GIVE 
u THREE CHEERS FOR CONNOLLY" 
Waterford Letter 

NO BATHS, 
NO GAS 

-AND SLOW 
A T A N Y recently built houses in 

' ' Wate r fo rd contain ne i ther ba ths nor 
gas, it was found by the "I r i sh Democrat" 
correspondent during a tour of the City's 
housing developments. 

Although the Council has erected a 
number of houses in the last year, the 
work is deplorably slow and the housing 
problem remains as acute as ever. 
Waterford hopes to benefi t f rom the 

results of a recent meeting of sanitary 
inspectors in Dublin. Principal demand 
is the radical improvement of t he service 
especially in the country districts. 

Danger 
For the pas t month a police car patrols 

the Tramore Road, notorious for its many 
accidents. Aim is to detect speeding, 
cycling three abreast, etc. Th i s is the 
first t ime such a duty has been performed 
outside Dublin. 

Unions 
Following the passing of t he "Ireland 

Act" many branches of British-based 
unions in the Waterford distr ict are 
looking for complete autonomy. 

Some of the unions have been informed 
by their head offices that the m a t t e r is one 
for the Irish membership. Some unions 
are desirous of 26-county independence, 
while others aim at a 32-county organisa-
tion. 

If it is decided to separate many hope 
tha t the Brit ish head offices will grant 
sums of money in order to set the new 
unions on their feet. I t is also hoped, 
especially by the older membersh ip tha t 
head offices will for some t ime to come 
guarantee payment of sick money, 
widows' and orphans ' money and super-
annuat ion benefit. 

Foiled Hooligans Attempt Riot 
SPEAKERS SAVAGELY ATTACKED 

from PAUL < r i l l < a . l \ * 
g E L T S and knuckledusters were used by bands of organised 

hooligans who marched six abreast to break up the Irish 
Workers' League weekly meeting in O'Connell Street on 17th 
July. 

Their a t t e m p t fa i led , thanks to the publ ic-spir i ted enthus iasm of t h e 
large c r o w d w h i c h s h o w e d its approval of the L e a g u e ' s po l icy as o u t l i n e d 
b y Chairman D e n i s Walshe , by r e s o u n d i n g cheers for C o n n o l l y and Larkin . 

INFURIATED 
Infur ia ted by their failure to create dis-

order the hooligans at tacked innocent by-
standers , British visitois. and those of the 
speakers they could reccgnise, with belts 
and knuckledusters. 

One young Irish speaker f rom the Kerry 
Gael tach t was struck in the eye with a 

D E N I S W A L S H E 
(Chairman, Irish Workers' League) 

Workers Sacked 

Government Buys U.S. Planes 
Our Belfast Correspondent 

ELFAST a i rc raf t workers, for whom T J E L F A S T a i rc raf t workers, for 
' ' the th rea t of large-scale unemploy-

ment is very real a t the moment , a re very 
critical of the British Government ' s ten-
dency to desert the aircraf t industry. They 
blame American pressure a n d the pur-
chase by British nationalised airlines of 
U.S. and Canadian passenger planes as 
one of the principal causes of the deepen-
ing shadow over the industry. 

On Friday, July 22nd, the workers of 
Messrs. S h o r t Bros, and H a r l a n d were 
told by the management tha t , owing to 
lack of orders, 1.000 workers were expected 
to be paid off within the next two months. 
The first hundred were dismissed on the 
same day. 

An executive of the Arm commented to 
the Press, "If the Government takes 
planes from America and leave us with-
out orders how are we to employ our own 
countrymen?" 

The announcement of dismissals came 
as a surprise to many workers. In the 
past three years the labour force on the 
plant had been increased f rom 3.000 to 
5,000. 

The Belfast District of the Confederal 
lion of Shipbuilding and Engineering 
Unions, a t the request of the shop 

stewards in the factory, is to seek confer-
ences with the Governments of Northern 
Ireland and Britain to discuss the situa-
tion. 

They will. ask the Brit ish Ministry of 
Supply and Nationalised Air Lines why 
the British Indust ry was not notified of 
the need to construct pressurised aircraf t . 

Confident t h a t their own industry is 
quite capable of supplying the needs of 
British civil aviation, they will ask the 
Government to step buying American 
types. Continued on Page Six 

belt and for some time fears were ex-
pressed tha t he migh t lose his sight . 

A detective sergeant in plain clothes was 
severely manhandled by a group of the 
hooligans and barely escaped by hur-
riedly producing his police card. 

"Scenes reminiscent of ]ew-baiting in 
Germany" took place and some of those 
a t tacked only saved themselves f rom seri-
ous in jury by tak ing refuge in shops as 
the mob shrieked "Throw them in t h e 
Liffey." 

A section of the hooligan-band then 
formed up six abreas t and marched to 
Pearse Street where they broke shop win-
dows only twenty ya rds beyond the police 
barracks. 

One member of t he public was arres ted 
while being a t tacked by a man a rmed 
with a belt. He complained to the G u a r d 
t h a t he and not t h e man who a t tacked 
him was arrested. " I can't help tha t , " 
said t he guard. W h e n the arrested man 
declared "But I am an Irish Catholic do-
ing his duty aga ins t the Communists," 
the Guard told h im "make yourself 
scarce" and went back to arrest his as-
sailant . 

UNKNOWN 
Twenty-year-old Liam Maguire had h is 

papers snatched f r o m his hand and was 
a t tacked with a belt. When he defended 
himself he was arres ted. No a t tempt was 
made to arrest his assai lant and he was 
charged with assaul t ing "a person un-
known." The person assaulted did no t 
volunteer to disclose his identity and al-
though Maguire was admitted to be fight-
ing in self-defence, he was not acquit ted 
but given the "benefi t" of the probat ion 
act. 

People are asking why no a t tempt was 
m a d e by the G u a r d s to prevent semi-
mil i tary formations assaulting peaceful 
citizens quietly explaining their views. 

Why was not a single assailant arres-
ted? How was it t h a t the "Independent," 
the Murphyite newspaper, which shrieked 
for the death of the "ringleaders" of 
1916. immediately called for the banning 
of Workers' League meetings in Dublin? 

(Continued on Pago Eight) 

P A U L O ' H I G G I N S 

Papal Message 

'God is Love' 
T ) ROADCASTING to Germany for the 

first t ime for many years, the Holy 
Father, speaking in German, addressed "a 
few words of peace" to the Catholics of 
Berlin. 

I t will be remembered t ha t t he 
Catholic Church was fiercely persecuted 
in Nazi Germany, as the late Cardinal 
Hinsley repeatedly pointed out, and on 
many occasions speculation was r i fe re-
garding the possibility of the excommuni-
cation of these Catholics who gave support 
or counteance to Fascism. 

Such an eventuali ty did not, however, 
materialise. 

Referring to the horrors of the patt 
ten years the Pope said, "Your city has 
suffered the blows of fa te of apocalyptic 
horrors." 
He urged his listeners to "take as your 

motto for the f u t u r e the edifying saying 
of St. John, 'God is love. '" 

"This is the love," the Holy Fa ther 
continued, "which endures all, believes 
all, hopes all, waits patiently for ail, 
and which is capable of the greates t 
sacrifices. This love makes th ink ing 
people alert and sensitive for the re-
quirements of social Justice." 

The Pope explained tha t these require-
ments demand fulf i lment even more ur-
gently than ever before. 

"To-day the fu tu re is dark to you," he 
concluded, "Place it is the hands of God 
and hold on to Him." 

TRAINING FOR BOSSES' STOOGES 
^ y H I L E Professor (welcome-the-

treaty) O'Rahil ly was telling 

Munster Trade Unionists how to be 

bosses stooges, a girl working in 
Cork University hostel and earning 

the starvation wage of 25/- a week 
was "fined" 5/- because her dusting 
was dispensed with. 

from JAMES SAVAGE 
One of the lecturers was General M. 

Costello. general manage r of the notorious 
Comhlucht Siulcre Elreann, whose viru-
lent anti-working class bias revealed itself 
during the strikes of the sugar workers 
in Carlow and Mallow. 

"As a result of the victories Labour 
has wont as a result of a more enlight-
ened public opinion, it was no longer 
possible to fight the workers and their 
families, even if anybody desired to do 

so," the General de-
clared, In a speech 
which was virtually 
a mournful admis-
sion of the capital-
ist failure to oow 
the militant spirit 
of the workers. 

(Continued on 
Page Six) 
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James Savage 
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SKEFFINGTONADE 
| NOTE that you have not found 

place for my reply to your attack, 
ei ther in the May or June issue, 
a l though you fall over yourself to 
show tha t you would have printed 
the Bishop of Galway's letter "it 
only" he had made no "stipulation" 
— I made none. 

But, of course, my letter was too 
"awkward," and you now fall back to 
your tradit ion of suppression of free 
comment . In the past six months I 
have had precisely the same treat-
ment f rom two other par t isan hack 
journals , the "Northern Whig" and 
the "Standard." 

YoUrs, for a Socialism which will 
not exclude freedom, 

0 . SHEEHY-SKEFFINGTON. 

Note in Explanation 
Mr. Sheehy-Skefiington is a 

Trini ty College lecturer and son of 
the f amous Francis Sheehy-Skeffing-
ton, first secretary of the Indepen-
dent Labour Party of Ireland, who 
was murdered in 1916. 

A few months ago Mr. Skeffington 
objected to our reporter 's surprise 
tha t he had tried f rom the sup-
posedly impartial position of the 
chair, to influence the course of a 
s tudent meeting by making pro-
tracted interjections. 

We printed his protest in full des-
pite numerous irrelevancies, together 
with a reply. His second letter said 
the same thing again, and like our 
contemporaries, who also (though 
this point is "suppressed" by Mr. 
Skeffington) printed his first letter, 
we felt we could not weary 1 our 
readers with vain repititions. 

A FEW W0RD5 ON FREEDOM 
"Behold, there was no K i n g in Israel, 

anfl every man did as he thought 
best." 

h e a r m a n y vo ices in p r a i s e of 
" F r e e d o m " to -day . T h e r e is 

m u c h t a lk a b o u t " f r e e " i n s t i t u t i o n s 
a n d " f r e e ' ' soc ie ty . A n d n o w Dr . 
g k e f f i n g t O n d e c l a r e s f o r a " S o c i a l i s m 
w h i c h w i l l no t e x c l u d e F r e e d o m . " 

U n l i k e h i m . h o w e v e r , w e m o s t of 
u s w a n t a f u r t h e r d e f i n i t i o n of f r e e -
d o m . W e w a n t to k n o w w h o is g o i n g 
to b e f r e e to do w h a t . 

It is not possible for everybody to be 
tree to do anything. If every man did as 
he thought best there would be some very 
queer things done. And since we live in a 
community where every man whether he 
likes it or not influences his fellows, to set 
up for ourselves any goal of abstract "free-
dom" would be ridiculous. 

Look for example at the freedom we 
have got. 
I \ R . SKEFFINGTON is indignant be-
' cause three newspapers having given 

him space refuse to give him any more to 
repeat himself in. He calls this suppres-
sion. But for the past six months , "Ir ish 
Review," which belonged to his political 
opponents, was appealing for a pr inter to 
set it up in type and print it, as a com-
mercial proposition, and one by one those 
who agreed to do it were "got a t " and 
silenced. "Workers Voice" a f te r two issues 
is faced with the same problem. 

Wha t has Dr. Skeffington said? Nothing. 

E W A R T M I L N E R E P L I E S . . . 
J N r e p l y to m y le t ter d isagree ing 

w i t h the term "bogus" as applied 
.to the T w e n t y - S i x C o u n t i e s Republ ic 
of Ire land, M. Boyle , of Manchester , 
says "part i t ion has aga in emerged as 

•a p r i m a r y pol i t ical p r o b l e m for the 
Irish people ." 

Mr. or Miss Boyle has got something 
there. Bu t why "again"? And why not the 
primary problem? Since 1921 part i t ion 
has been the primary problem for the 
Irish people. At least they have been told 
„so of ten enough. So of ten t ha t the major-
ity of them believe it, anyway, both north 
and south, though from different angles. 
Fur ther , h a s it not been said on good 
authori ty t h a t where a submerged, op-
pressed, or colonial people is concerned 
the s t ruggle for na t iona l independence 
'must have priority over any other form 
of struggle, if only because 

Tint.il na t iona l independence is 
gained t h e class struggle will 
remain obscured. If then, in 

"the course of struggle for 
nat ional independence the 

.Class s t ruggle becomes clearer, so much 
the better. 

Bogus 
Republic? 

I re land has gained a measure of 
"national independence. T h e Twenty-Six 
boun t i e s Republic does exist, and as a 
State is recognised, even if only barely 
recognised, not alone by Bri ta in but also 
t>y the U.S.A. and certain other countries. 
In foreign affairs the f r iendship and sup-
port of o the r friendly powers is necessary, 
and a t no t ime more so t h a n when there 
is a bone to pick with one's neighbour. In 
the pas t t he Irish movement relied more 
on the suppor t of the U.S.A. than possibly 

t ha t of any other country. Some vague 
a t t empts were made to gain the Soviet 
Union's support also, but were allowed to 
lapse. Here it is not too much to say tha t 
t he under-rat ing (to put it mildly) of the 
Soviet Union's role in world affairs is the 
flaw which may well prove fa t a l to the 
whole conception of "Ireland a nation." 

nPO-DAY, the Twenty-Six Counties Re-
public is more and more taking march-

ing orders from Washington, jus t as the 
Nor thern Ireland "statelet" takes orders 
f rom London. But is there no parallel 
for this state of affairs? To my mind a 
parallel with Israel and Trans jo rdan oc-
curs Immediately. But the Israelites have 
not relied solely on the very unreliable 
support of the White House, much less 
the State Department . Israel was freely 
given the consistent unswerving support 

of the Soviet Union, without 
which the S ta te of Israel 
would not exist. To put it vul-
garly, it was the combination 
of the support of the world's 
two greatest powers t ha t 

did the trick. The moral need hardly 
be laboured. The Jewish I rgun was 
not backward in admitt ing to having 
learnt much from the tactics and strategy 
of the I.R.A. of old. Is it beyond hope tha t 
an Irfch Foreign Minister might learn 
something from the diplomacy of Israel, 
and set about trying to create the condi-
tions for fr iendship and t rade between the 
Republic and the Soviet Union and coun-
tries of Eastern Europe. 

HOLIDAYS 
IN LONDON 

Two minutes from Hyde Park and 
London's West End 

B e d a n d Breakfast , 10 /6 or 12/6 

D o u b l e Rooms 6-7 gns . w e e k 
Other meals if required. 

Good Food, Comfortable and Homely. 

HOT A N D COLD WATER 
ALL ROOMS 

OASIS HOfEL 
H M g e U l S Q U A R E , W.t 

^VfO doubt we shall be told America 
would object, and the Vatican would 

object. Yes, and Old Uncle Tom Cobley 
would object, and all. So what? So t ha t is 
precisely the position any Irish Foreign 
Minister should strive for: a good bargain-
ing position Any peasant, any fanner , 
any t rade unionist knows this. I am aware 
there can be no question of "bargaining" 
with the Vatican. The question there is 
where an Irish Foreign Minister is to take 
his politics f rom: from Ireland's interests 
in relation to the Powers, great and small, 
or f rom the College of Cardinals? 

T h e Ir ish people can still go forward, 
but they cannot go forward alone. If sup-
port for the ending of parti t ion, which, as 
Alec Digges rightly says, is inseparable 
f rom the ending of poverty, is not to be 
had now from one quarter , why not try 
anojther quar ter? Why not enlist the aid 
of Czechoslovakia or Hungary to heal the 
breach with the Soviet Union? God bless 
my soul and whiskers, why not approach 
t h e young and mighty Chinese Republic 
t h a t growing up? Wha t about it, you 
great brains in Dublin? 

EWART MILNE-

by 

THE EDITOR 
Yet anti-Soviet propaganda appears every 
day m every capitalist paper, and no-
body would be so childish as to suggest 
t ha t the views he represents do not re-
ceive ample public expression. How one 
more s ta tement t ha t Russia was "Im-
perialist" would be "awkward" to us, is 
hard to imagine, since tha t very lie is told 
day by day everywhere in Ireland or Bri-
tain. But, it is not going in our columns, 
not even on Dr. Skeffington's authori ty. 
He will find no difficulty in "placing" tha t 
copy. 

Then take f ree speech. Organised hooli-
gans have broken up a Woikers' League 
meeting. Where are Dr. Skeffington's pro-
tests? The Guard ians of law and order 
arrested the a t tacked and let the at tack-
ers go? Where are Dr. Skeffington's pro-
tests? Yet not three hundred yards from 
his place of seclusion men must risk their 
limbs in order to express their unpopular 
views. If Dr. Skeffington believes in free-
dom for all. t hen he should be out with 
them. 

Wha t freedom does the average Irish-
man have, f rom the cradle to the grave? 
Certainly not the freedom to work in his 
own country. He has free choice when he 
will walk out of it. Can he do the work of 
his own choice? Not even that , if he emi-
gra tes as a skilled t radesman he may be 
told tha t Britain only wants labourers. A 
clever young Dublin writer, unable to 
make a living at home, came to Britain 
and was "directed" into a hospital where 
he caught T.B.. He would appreciate Dr. 
Skeffington's r emarks on freedom. 

l ^ O R under capitalism there is freedom 
' for the capital is t and none for the 

worker. Capitalism means tha t the em-
ployer owns the jobs, and the worker can' t 
get work without him. The employer is 
f ree to employ whom he pleases. But IF 
the employer is f ree to employ whom he 
pleases, then the worker CANNOT be free 
to work where he likes. You can ' t have it 
both ways. Whether you are free to do 
something or not depends on your posi-
tion in society. 

Of course if you are a middleclass don 
you can look coolly over your spectacles 
a t both contestants. 

A friend was once smitten with doubt 
as to whether the great German poet 
Goethe would have got on so well if his 
family had not been comfortably off. 
"What \ijpuld you have done if you had 
been born a poor m a n ? " he asked. With a 
flash of supremely subtle wit the old man 
replied, "I should never have been so 
foolish." 

One is tempted to suggest t ha t if Dr. 
Skeffington had not had the sense to be 
born where he could become a University 
lecturer he might subsequently have had 
less opportunity to talk nonsense. 

Now let us tu rn to Socialism, and see 
how freedom fits into t ha t picture. 

J ames Connolly's view was t ha t 
" the private property which the worker 
should possess in the f ru i t s of his toil 
is continually confiscated to-day by the 
capitalist process of industry, and tha t 
Socialism by making all the citizons-
Society—joint heirs and owners of the 
tools of production, will restore to the 
workers that private property of which 
capitalism deprives them."—("The New 
Evangel,' page 10). 
But is such an a r rangement compatible 

with leaving the capitalists in full posses-
sion of all their privileges? If as Connolly 
says, capitalism is continually robbing the 
worker under what he calls "the system of 
wage-labour and free contract," can this 
robbery be stopped if the capitalist is al-
lowed to go on doing it? 

T H E present law of the land protect-
* capitalism. It only recognises r.tp:;aL . 

property. When the farmers of Rala 
hine started their communal f a r m the; 
were told the land had to have an ownei 
and their joint ownership was not recc^-
nised. 

The present law of the land protects 
capitalism by force, for all law is founded 
on sanctions (forceful measures). 

Is there any th ing unreasonable in think-
ing t ha t a society whose aim is to protect 
the citizens' in their joint possession of 
the "tools of production" will have to pass 
a completely different set of laws. And 
having passed such a fresh and entirely 
new set of laws will it be able to secure 
tha t the laws a re kept if it lets anybody 
who likes break them? 

Socialism couldn't possible survive on 
such a basis, any more than capital ism 
would have survived if Ralahine had been 
allowed to continue. 

So Socialism does not mean abs t rac t 
freedom for everybody to do as they 
please. It does mean that the working 
people become the rulers of the country 
and conduct it according to their inter-
ests. People who want privileges will not 
be free to enjoy them unless they earn 
them. 
S O C I A L I S M means immeasui ably 
* greater f reedom for the ordinary 
working man tha t he has ever been able 
to imagine. I emphasise, Russian socialism 
means this, Czechoslovakian Socialism 
means this Bri t ish "Socialism" is not 
socialism at all, and tha t is why the re is 
precious little freedom for the working 
man, and plenty of freedom for the capi-
talist. For here a re two classes whose in-
terests are diametrically opposed, a n d they 
cannot both be "free" to pursue them. 

Dr. Skeffington's idea of a hybrid is 
what the animal breeders call a chimaera. 
"V1/"HAT goes for society in general goes 

' ' for Capital ist society in par t icular . 
Very few people to-day dare to defend 
capitalism. To i ts ut ter failure in Ireland 
our thousands of exiles are a living testi-
mony. So they talk of "Christ ian" soci-
ety and of "free" society, when they mean 
"capitalist" society. "Free" means, to the 
capitalists, tha t they do what they please 
without interference by the working 
people. 

But genuine Democrats see in tha t , the 
"freedom" of the few based on the slavery 
of the many, a delusion and a snare. They 
consider tha t it is the duty of all men of 
social responsibility and goodwill, to band 
together to limit the "freedom" of the 
capitalists because by this m e a n s alone 
can the freedom of the ordinary people be 
guaranteed. 

If Dr. Skeffington were a genuine Demo-
crat instead of an armchair specialist, he 
would be helping us. But he migh tn ' t keep 
his armchair too iong.v 

One final point. Urt#er capital ism you 
are "free to work"—if you can get it. In 
the U.S.S.R. constitution, the f reedom to 
work (which pu t s the onus on you and the 
choice on the capitalist) is replaced by the 
right to work, a very different th ing. Here 
you have freedom but no right. A r ight is 
thus a higher th ing than a freedom. Again 
tha t same Constitution, published in full 
in English, guaran tees the r ight to leisure. 
To-day we are f ree to have leisure, but if 
we have to send our money away to keep 
a second home going, we have no means 
of enjoying leisure, and thus our f reedom 
is rendered useless to us. 

The much boosted "free society" of the 
west is not free a t all. It is an ill-concealed 
conspiracy against the ordinary man . The 
system of oppression of individuals is then 
applied to whole nations, and in order tha t 
capitalism may be "free' ' to extract profit 
f rom it "Ulster m u s t not be coerced" . . . 
the Ulster capital ists must not be co-erced 
—but the Ulster people are co-erced all 
the time. 

For t ha t reason we prefer to define free-
dom and pu t vague talk on one side. 

Excerpts from JAMES CONNOLLY 
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Cowardly 
A s s a u l t 

'T 'HE vicious assault on peaceful citizens 
by armed and organised hooligans, 

after the Workers' League meeting in 
Dublin, is a warning and a challenge to all 
Democrats. 

The most biased opponents of Socialism 
will admit tha t the meeting was well-
conducted, orderly and for the most pa r t 
received sympathetically by the large 
crcwd which showed nothing but im-
patience with the few interrupters who 
believed themselves appointed to decide 
what the public should or should not hear . 

At its conclusion, three cheers rang out 
for Connolly and Larkin, at the heart of 
the city for which they lived and died, 
and these cheers were the endorsement by 
the working people of the policy of those 
who are following in the footsteps of those 
great leaders. 

Defeated in their effort to create a 
disturbance, maddened by public indiffer-
ence to their hysterical screechings, the 
interrupters sought out and set upon those 
of the speakers they could recognise, t hus 
committing one of the vilest and most 
cowardly assaults which has disgraced 
Dublin in a generation. 

Worst of all, in travestying the decencies 
of humanity, they tried impertinently to 
place the onus on God, This assault was 
made in the name of religion and ot 
Catholicity. 

A few days previously the Holy Fa the r 
had published his decree of excommuni-
cation on Communists. These misguided 
individuals, believing the meeting to be 
a Communist meeting, also took it upon 
themselves to add to and improve on the 
papal decree. The Pope prescribed ex-
communication. They introduced violence. 

The result will be tha t every protest 
made against Orange violence in the six 
counties will immediately be countered by 
charges of "Catholic intolerance" in t he 
South. 

For this reason it is essential tha t all 
thinking Catholics and Nationalists should 
repudiate a t once this appalling piece of 
ignorance. In par t icular a grave respon-
sibility rests on the Lord Mayor of Dublin 
and on the Archbishop. Either of these 
leaders of public opinion have it in the i r 
power to declare tha t intolerance in 
national life must be banned and out-
lawed. In part icular the Catholic Hier-
archy must spring to t he defence of 
Catholicity's reputation, thus endangered 
by irresponsible ruffians. Everybody in 
Ireland knows they would never counten-
ance such a manner of dealing with the i r 
fellow citizens, even if they disagreed with 
them, but the world must know it. 

It was perhaps an unfor tuna te co-
incidence tha t the Papal decree on Com-
munism was published just before the 
meeting. 

The decree itself is general in its t e rms 
and is open to a variety of interpretations. 
The definition, of what constitutes Com-
munism is by no means clear, and no 
stretch of the imagination could interpret 
it as meaning that Communists in dis-
tress should be refused succour, still less 
attacked. 

The majori ty of Catholic Socialists will 
see in the wording of the decree the in-
struction to consult their own consciences. 
They have, as Catholics, the right to the 
ministrations and Communion of t he 
Church. They will continue to demand 
them, will a t tend to their duties as here-
tofore and not trouble excossively over the 
fine distinctions which may be drawn be-
tween the various doctrines ef Sooialism 
and Communism. 

But whatever their a t t i tude to Socialism 
and Communism in general they will 
wholeheartedly repudiate and condemn 
this insult whicb has been done thom in 
Dublin, and will extend their sympathy to 
those whose persons were thus outrageous-
ly affronted. 

IS AST ROUS effects of Marshall Plan 
policies on the agricultural economy 

of a small country can be clearly seen in 
the example of Belgium, where farmers 
face economic crisis and ruin because of 
the Government 's mass importat ion ot 
foodstuffs -wh ich could be grown a t home 

from the United States and other coun-
tries. 

An article by Gaston Moulin, general 
secretary of the Belgian Movement for 
the Protection of Farmers, published in 
the bulletin of the Insti tute for Inter-
national Collaboration in Agriculture and 
Forestry < I.A.I.*, substant ia tes with 
facts and figures the writer's contention 
tha t "there can be no doubt t h a t it is the 
Marshall P lan which has precipi ta ted the 
crisis in Belgian agriculture." 

"Agriculture has not yet reached even 
pre-war level of output, but it is already 
in the midst of a full blown crisis," the 
article states. "Prices of f a r m products 
are steadily going down, and there is 
ever greater difficulty in selling the pro-
ducts." 
The reason for this is t ha t the Belgian 

market is being flooded with foreign farm 
products, the writer states, adding tha t 
"Belgium to-day is importing f rom the 
U.S.A. more f a rm products t h a n are 
needed for t he population. T h u s she is 
importing a n economic crisis." 

As a result, "many millions of pounds 
of fruit have to be left on the trees to 
rot, vegetables are plowed under, and 
the 1947 and 1948 tobacco crops are lett 
on the fa rmers ' hands. At the same time 
American apples are being sold on the 
Belgian market and hundreds of mil-
lions of f r ancs worth of tobacco is being 
imported." 
During the period 1945 to 1948 the culti-

vated area in Belgium decreased by 82,000 
acres, the shrinkage mainly affect ing spe-
cial crops such as tobacco, vegetables and 
fruit. While Belgian fa rmers are being 
forced to abandon grain growing, in 11 
months of the Marshall Plan ( January to 
November 1948) Belgium imported f rom 
the United States 250 million f rancs 
worth of wheat and 20 million f rancs 
worth of flour. 

The writer, Gaston Moulin, explains 
the reason for the Belgian Govern-
ment's acceptance of the United States 
dumping. "Such a policy," he writes, 

"is profitable to the Belgian capitalists 
who want above all the prices of farm 
products to be kept down so tha t they 
can mainta in wages and salaries at the 
lowest possible level, thereby increasing 
their profits.' ' 

~ by -
JACK BENNETT 

who writes 
"Is this a warning to 

Ireland ?" 

"Instead of the promised f a r m mach-
ines and raw materials," the article says, 
Belgian fa rmers see tha t under the Mar-
shall Plan "huge quanti t ies of f a rm pro-
ducts are being imported." Wi th the en-
forced restriction of grain production, the 
acreage of pastures and forage crops is 
increasing, a l though the production of 
meat, but ter and milk is also below pre-
war level. Here too, the Americans sent 
150 million f r ancs worth of condensed 
milk and 35 million f rancs wor th of pork 
fa t during the same eleven-month period. 

In addition to the direct competition 
of American imports, the o ther major re-
sult of Marshall "aid"—unemployment—is 
endangering the livelihood of the farmers. 
The import of American finished goods 
closes down Belgian factories. The work-

ers in the cities cannot buy even t ha t 
which the farmers- produce. "A tendency 
to subst i tute margar ine for but te r is al-
ready being felt." T h e prices of f a r m e r s 
products drop lower and lower unt i l "even 
official statistics are unable to conceal the 
f ac t t h a t fa rmers do not receive full value 
m exchange for their labour." 

Many small fa rmers have been forced 
to abandon the land and go to the cities 
to swell the ranks of the unemployed, now 
at 200,000. The evil policies of t he Mar-
shall dumpers lead to an ever multiply-
ing circle of contradictions and a pro-
giessively worsening economic crisis. 

T h e article s tates: "The real character 
of the Marshall Plan is only now becom-
ing evident. In the first place, it enables 
the Americans to export the economic 
crisis f rom their own country, and in the 
second place it helps the Belgian capital-
ists to exploit the working class and peas-
an t ry even more than before." 

I t concludes: "More and more fa rmers 
are realising- tha t the weakness of the 
Government ' s a t t i tude towards the Ameri-
c a n imperialists spells disaster for Belgian 
agriculture. Tha t is why the number of 
those who are opposing this ruinous policy 
of the Government and are demanding a 
radical change in the orientat ion of Bel-
gian foreign trade, and protection of the 
home market is increasing." 

Improve the Irish Soil 
By PAUL O'HIGGINS 

T \ U R I N G the war years I r i sh wheat 
production was officially encouraged 

in order to make us as independent of 
imports as possible. Since t he present 
Coalition came into power whea t produc-
tion has declined sharply. As compared 
with 1947 the wheat acreage in 1948 de-
creased by 61,233 acres, or 10.6 per cent. 
The decline continues. This h a s had the 
immediate consequence of necessitating 
increased imports of wheat . Further, 
the reduction in tillage and concentra-
tion on stock raising has necessitated an 
increase in the import of coarse-grain 
animal foodstuffs. 

Mr. Dillon has justified this position 
on the grounds tha t war-time tillage and 

Connolly our Guide 
ACCORDING to George Berna rd Shaw, 

in England "respectable" people keep 
off politics and religion, and stick to the 
weather and sport. In I re land on the 
other hand Labour, Nationality and Reli-
gion. are politics, and for hundreds of 
years have constituted the stock-in-trade 
of every conversationalist. 

But for all the antiquity of the discus-
sion, the precise relationship between the 
three elements of Irish controversy is not 
yet settled in most people's minds, the 
more so since events abroad keep throw-
ing spanners into the wheels of any mach-
inery likely to bring about any general 
conclusion. 

It is because this perennially old sub-
ject is perennially new, tha t " I r i sh Demo-
crat" has over the past four m o n t h s pub-
lished on the back page excerpts from 
that brilliant exposition of the subject 
which Connolly published in 1910. 

The Centra l conception which Connolly 
sought to bring once more to public notice 
is the "Forgotten or ignored fac t t ha t the 
laity are a p a r t of the Church" and Con-
nolly's teaching in reply to the Lenten dis-
courses of Fa the r Kane is a splendid vin-
dication of the r ights of the laity. 

"One point of Catholic Doctrine brought 
out as the result of such examinat ion," 
says Connolly, "is the almost forgotten 
and sedulously suppressed one t h a t the 
Catholic Church Is theoretically a commu-
nity in which the clergy arc but the offi-
cers. serving the laity in a common wor-
ship 'and service of God, and t h a t should 
the clergy a t any time profess or teach 
doctrines not in conformity with the t m e 
teachings of Catholicity it is not only the 
right but it is the absolute duty of the 
laity to refuse such doctrines and to dis-
obey such teaching." 

In the dark ages when political despot-
ism was the rule rather t han the excep-
tion it was perhaps unders tandable tha t 
these ideas were frequently pushed on one 
side. . . . . 

But to-day when throughout the world 
as a whole and in Eastern Europe in par-
ticular Democratic ideals are being- stead-
ily pushed towards their logical conclu-
sion, the points of doctrine which Con-
nolly drew at tent ion to are even more ap-
plicable than they were in his own day. 

T h a t the clergy as the propert ied ele-
ment in the Church has tended to side 
with private property at all t imes is a 
commonplace. But some have seen a 
solution to this in anti-clericalism or even 
in anti-Catholicism. T h a t Catholics not 
only can be but must be Democrats was 
shown by Connolly in theory, and has 
now been shown in the Eas t e rn Democra-
cies in practice, where despite all oppo-
sition the younger and the poorer clergy 
are act ing in the spirit of the i r t rue func-
tion as servants of the laity, and while 
leading and educating them in religious 
matters , are helping them build the soci-
ety of their choice in social mat ters . 

"History proves," said Connolly, "that 
in almost every case in which the political 
or social aspirat ions of the laity came into 
opposition with the will of the clergy the 
laity represented the best in terests of the 
Church as a whole and of Mankind in 
General." 

Perhaps for example from the ranks of 
the Workers' League a new Connolly will 
grow who will be able to present in this 
generation the problems of Labour, 
Nationality and Religion in their present-
day perspectives. For the t ime being, 
however, the great work of Connolly must 
be our guide, for it contains all tha t is 
needed in principle. 

For this reason, "Irish Democrat" is re-
printing the exceipts f rom "Labour, 
Nationality, and Religion." together with 
an introduction by Pat Dooley, one-time 
Editor of the "Democrat" and Chairman 
of the Connolly Association, as a four-
page folder, price 3d. This folder will con-
tain all t ha t is essential in Connolly's 
book and can be obtained f rom the "Irish 
Democrat," 374 Grays Inn Road, W.C.1. 

lack of fertilizers has impoverished our 
soil so much that it needs a rest. He has 
used this argument to re turn to the tradi-
tional Fine Gael policy in agriculture, i.e., 
t ha t of providing cheap livestock for Eng-
land. I t is t rue tha t this policy may raise 
the value of our agricultural products, but 
the benefits of this go not to the agricul-
tura l labourer but to the already rela-
tively well-off farmer and to the large-
scale rancher. 

Mr. Dillon's policy of abolition of ferti-
lizer subsidies and concentrat ion upon 
dairying and livestock has two con-
sequences. Firstly, the dangerous impov-
er i shment of Irish soil continues, since 
only the wealthier fa rmers can afford 
large scale use of fertilizers. The second 
resul t is due to our participation in the 
Marshal l Plan. We have become depend-
ent upon America for supplies of bread 
and coarse grains. We have no dollars to 
pay for them and no prospect of paying 
for those imports by exports to the U.S. 
Th i s leaves us in a s ta te of dangerous eco-
nomic dependence on the United States, 
which has openly declared its intention 
of utilising our dependence for the stra-
tegic and political advantage, not of Ire-
land, but of the United States . 

TRADE WITH EASTERN EUROPE 
The question is, can we obtain bread 

and coarse grain f rom elsewhere? The 
answer is yes. From Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union. This development of 
t rade between Ireland and Eastern Europe 
has the following advantages over trade 
with the U.S.—(li There are no political 
s t r ings to such trade, (2) We are in a 
position to pay for grain from those coun-
tries with sterling credits in London. Th i s 
can not be us£d in full to pay for grain 
or anything else f rom the U.S. (3) By 
t rade with Eastern Europe we would be 
contributing towards the restoration of 
ful l t rade between Eastern and Western 
Europe, which according to the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe, 
can alone ensure a stabilised economy in 
Western Europe. < 4j Prices o.f grain f rom 
Eastern European countries are lower 
than from the U.S. 

The consequences for the ordinary man 
and woman of increasing trade with East-" 
ern Europe would be: (1) cheaper breads 
' 21 freedom from the dumping of Ameri-
can goods at exorbitant prices and the 
t h r e a t of increasing unemployment which 
is implicit in Marshall Aid, and < 3» free-j 
dom for Ireland to develop her interna} 
economy as well as her external policy 
free f rom all dictation from the U.S. 

In conclusion therefore, an agricultural 
policy related to the interests of the 
people would-entail : 

(1) A large-scale campaign to improve 
soil fertili ty. 

12) The growing of wheat and cattle 
food where it does not dangerously 
th rea t en soil fertility. 

(3i The development of t rade with 
Eas t e rn Europe and the Soviet Union. 

—Reprinted from the "Workers' Voice'' 



DR. HY 
J ^ R , DOUGLAS HYDE, founder at the 

Gaelic League and first President of 
Ireland, whose death at the age of 89 t o o k 

place in Dublin last month, was the m o s t 

famous Gaelic scholar of his g e n e r a t i o n . 

His deafn breaks another link with t h o s e 

pioneers of the language revival who, at 
the turn of the century, worked so en-
thusiastically to restore Irish as the s p o k e n 

language of the people, and who thus 
incidentally hepled s t r e n g t h e n the 
national struggle at a t ime when it had 
reached its lowest ebb a f t e r the betrayal 
of Parnell. It is possible t ha t the 1916 
Rising might never have taken place but 
for the early stimulus given to the 
national movement by the teachings of 
men like Dr. Hyde, who, though not a 
politician and abhorr ing physical force, 
undoubtedly had a great influence 
Patrick Pearse and the men of Easter 
Week. 

T h e young Douglas Hyde was the last 
person one would have expected, judging 
by his family background a n d the environ-
m e n t into which he was born, to become 
the mainspring of a great Gaelic cultural 
renaissance. Son of a Pro tes tan t parson 
and educated in t ha t s tronghold of the 
Ascendancy, Trinity College, he was des-
t ined for a career in the Bri t ish Colonial 
Service, but even as a youth he showed 
lack of sympathy with t he traditional 
interests of the British rul ing class in 
I re land and began to s tr ike out on his 
own. Wandering around the Roscommon 
countryside, visiting the small farmers and 
villagers in the homes in t he hills around 
Ballaghaderreen, he hea rd the Gaelic 
tongue, songs and stories for t he first time 
at many a cottage fireside. Prom then on 
his life was devoted to the study and en-
couragement of the nat ive language. 

At Trinity College, Dublin, Dr. Hyde, as 
a student, won many distinctions, includ-
ing B.A. degree with 1st Senior Moderator, 
ship and Large Gold Medal in 1884, and 
the degree LL.D. in 1887. In 1906 the 
degree of D.Litt. was confer red on him by 
the Royal University of Ireland. Other 
honorary degrees he received were D.Litt 
of the University of Wales < 19271 and 
D.Litt. of Trini ty College (1933). 

Dr. Hyde was interim Professor of 
Modern Languages in the S t a t e University 
of New Brunswick in 1891. He was Presi-
dent of the Ir ish National Literary Society 
in 1894-5 and other position he has held 
include President of the Ir ish Texts 
Society; Examiner in Celtic to the Royal 
University of I re land; Assistant Editor of 
t he New Irish Library; member of the 
Royal Commission on I r ish University 
Education and Dean of the Celtic Faculty, 
U.C.D.; Chai rman of the Folk Lore 
Ins t i tu te of Ireland. 

At Trinity, Dr. Hyde was noted as a 
great classical scholar and linguist. He 
had a real command of German , Hebrew, 
Latin, Greek, and, of course, English, but 
he surprised Trinity scholars by declaring 
t h a t he knew Irish best. I t had, in fact, 
become his first language. 

In 1878 he joined the Society for the 
Preservation of the Irish Language, but 

Indian says 1 

""THE Irish Workers' League sent the 
following cable to Indian Premier 

Jawahar ia l Nehru: 
"Irish Workers' League, Dublin, pro-

tests emphatically against the proposed 
judicial murder of eight Hyderabad 
peasant leaders." 

R. M. Jambhekar , representat ive of the 
All-India Trade Union Congress, has sent 
a special message of "sincere thanks to 
the Ir ish comrades" for the cable of pro-
test sent to the Nehru Government by the 
Ir ish Workers' League concerning the pro-
posed Judicial murder of e ight peasant 
leaders of Hyderabad State. 

THANKS 
"Thanks very, very much to t he Irish 

workers," he said to a representat ive of the 
"Ir ish Democrat," who informed him about 
the cable. He asked; "Please say on be-
half of the Indians in Prague and on 
behalf of the comrades In India who are 
fightin* to save the lives of these heroic 
loaders, tha t I wholeheartedly and sin-
cerely thank the comrades of the Irish 
Workers ' League. 

J ambheka r revealed the "good news" 
t ha t "all these protests are having some 

D u b l i n e r s wi l l s p e n d t h e h o l i d a y a n d success ive 
w e e k - e n d s , mecea of i n n u m e r a b l e t o u r i s t s f r o m 
all o v e r t h e w o r l d , t h e i n c o m p a r a b l e C o u n t y 
YVicklow. 

A l t h o u g h it is n o t s u c h a h e a v y s e a s o n as t h e 
last t w o , h o t e l s a r e b u s y , a n d b o a t l o a d s a r e a r r i v -
ing f r o m E n g l a n d e v e r y d a y . 

M a n y passengers are f ind ing the usua l irritations 
of t rave l as bad as e v e r , a l though the n e w Holy-
head s t e a m e r s are a great i m p r o v e m e n t . What 
is w a n t e d n o w is r e s taurant cars prov ided on 
all trains, and abo l i sh the unfa ir addit ional 
charge for those w h o book through t ickets to 
Irish ports. 

Sequel to the Pogrom 
A Special Correspondent 

^ ) N S u n d a y , Ju ly 24th, a crowd 

s o m e thousands s trong gathered 

in A b b e y Stree t hoping to s ee a re-

p e a t performance , but n o m e e t i n g 

w a s held. 

These occurrences are the resul t of 

a grea t ly increased w a v e of agita-

t ion against Social ists in Dubl in , 

f a n n e d by press and pulpit . T h e 'Irish 

Independent ' in an edi tor ia l h a s 

ca l led for the banning of publ ic 

mee t ings . 

Dail Questions 
In Dail Eireann, on July 21st, Aid, A. 

Byrne Ind.i asked the minis ter for 
Justice to take steps to see t h a t no fur-
ther permission was given to T h e Ir ish 
Workers ' League or to any o ther "de-
clared Communist organisat ion" to hold 
public meetings. 

Housing Scandal 
In the Lower Dominick Street area of 

Dublin there are 39 t enement houses and 
five cottages occupied by 332 families. 
T h a t is, there are 1,393 working-class 
people living in one, two and three 
roomed homes. These houses are about 
200 years old and in a very bad s ta te of 
delapidation. T h e water supply is hope-
lessly inadequate, the re is one bath, out 
of order, in the whole area . And accord-
ing to the Deputy City M.O.. Dr. Crowe, 
t he five cottages are unf i t for habitat ion. 

Yet the Minister responsible for hous-
ing. Mr. Keyes, s ta tes in the Dail t ha t to 
declare the housing problem a national 
emergency would no t provide a more 
effective solution of the problem. He 
claimed tha t the question of securing a 
sufficiency of supplies was "under con-
s t a n t review in the Depar tment for Local 
Government ." Dubl in 's Housing Director 
seems to be delighted with his efforts to 
provide more houses. In the first six 
m o n t h s of this year a grand total of 636 
houses have been built out of the tens of 
thousands urgently needed. FLANN CAMPBELL 

Democrat Exposure 
Reunites Irish Family 

By FRED O'SHEA 
T IE direct was grven to current 

propaganda tha t Socialists s tand for 
the breaking up of family life when the 
Blaney family, living apa r t through want 
of a home, were re-united in a Paddington 
Borough Council Rest Centre, as a result 
of the publicity given to their case in the 
"Ir ish Democrat." 

. I n an article in the "Ir ish Democrat," 
Michael McCormick, secretary of the West 
London Branch of the Connolly Associa-
tion, described how Mrs. Blaney had 
broken down in tears as she told of her 
unavai l ing efforts to secure a home for her 
husband and children. She was compelled 
to en ter an institution in Chelsea with one 
child, while the o ther child was in an 
inst i tut ion elsewhere and her husband 
lived in digs. 

HELPED OUT 
She was helped out by the kindness of 

Mrs. O'Toole, who risked her own tenancy 
to afford shelter to herself and her new-
born baby. 

Following the exposure of this harrow-
ing and appalling case in the "Ir ish 
Democrat ," Michael McCormick's article 
was reprinted in full in the "Paddington 
Worker," while subs tant ia l portions of it 
were republished in two other important 
local papers, the "Padd ing ton Record" and 
the "Kilburn Times." 

T h e residents of t h t Borough had been 
u n a w a r e of the silent tragedies being en-
acted in their midst, but the storm of 
indignat ion which followed the full pub-
lication of the true fac t s compelled the 
Council to take action. 

REUNITED 
Husband, wife and children are now 

accommodated in a R e n t Centre and the 
family a re once more together. 

I t would, however, be very mistaken to 
imagine tha t their troubles are over. T h e 
L.C.C. rest centres a r e notoriously both 
expensive and unsa t i s fac tory in the 
ameni t ies they provide. 

BAILIFF8 
Recently, police and bailiffs, on the in-

s t ruc t ions of the L.C.C. and the Ministry 
of Heal th evicted a man , wife and three-
year-old twins from a cent re because he 

had dared to protest against the increases 
of 7 - a week per person in the charges. 
Fourteen other people were threa tened 
with eviction for the crime of forming a 
residents' association and withholding 
rent until • their grievances were met. 

BABIES 
Six-month-old babies are, in these 

centres, compelled to pat fish and chips 
and there are no facilities for prepar ing 
baby foods. The L.C.C. presumably 
having in mind for the small children 
some such fa te as Swift envisaged in his 
"modest proposal.' ' has suggested taking 
the childrens' ration books away f rom 
them. 

A boy of 15 who gets a job a t 25,- a 
week is immediately on securing employ-
ment charged as an adult 28 6 a week 
rent. Thus a family loses 3 - immediately 
each child begins to earn. 

DISREPAIR 
Some of these rest centres are in such a 

s ta te of disrepair t ha t it is s tated t h a t if 
they were not L.C.C. property they would 
have been condemned long ago. Rain 
comes through the roofs of the upper 
rooms. 

But despite the vile conditions they are 
bound even now to be subjected to, the 
Blaney family is giving thanks t h a t they 
are reunited once more. They are hard-
working people and their only cr ime is 
tha t they have not got a home. 

At a special meeting called in Padding-
ton, members of the London Connolly 
Association set up a special campaign 
committee, object of which will be the 
organisation of sales of the "Irish Demo-
cra t" and the foundation of the Connolly 
Association in every centre of Irish popula-
tion in London area. 

All inactive members, all former mem-
bers, and all readers of the "Ir ish Demo-
cra t" who are interested to take p a r t In 
the biggest Irish liberation campaign yet, 
should communicate with the Editor, 374 
Grays Inn Road, W.C. l. who will pass 
their names on to the right quar ter . 

Gen. MacEoin replied t h a t an article 
of the Constitution guaran teed the 
r igh t of citizens to assemble peaceably. 

Aid. Bryne : Is it not t ime for the 
Government to get together and put 
an end to the activities of Communis ts? 

General MacEoin: As f a r a s I am 
aware there is no organisat ion in the 
S ta te which proclaims itself Communist 
or is associated with the Cominform. 

Little Known 
Little known aspect of the pogram back-

ground is the work of the h a n d f u l of 
Dublin Trotskyites who held a meeting 
a t Abbey Street on July 3rd, which was 
broken up. 

I t is believed t ha t the react ionary ele-
m e n t s which at tacked the workers' league 
would not have been successful in drawing 
toge ther their forces if it had not been 
for the precedent set by these obscure 
but pernicious political elements. 

Final illustration of the mysterious 
working of Democracy i Western style > is 
t h e dismissal from their jobs of two of 
t he innocent members of the League who 
had the misfortune to b a a t tacked. 

I t is believed tha t Catholic Action or-
ganised its forces for "peaceful interrup-
t ion," but t ha t the presence of hooligan 
elements led to their opposition getting 
out of hand. Nothing has been done to 
curb the organised hooligans. 

Low Wages ! 
A sta tement t ha t increased wages would 

only make for a fur ther rise in the cost 
Of living was made by Mr. W. McMullen 
< President , I.T.G.W.U.) a t the annual 
Congress of Ir ish Unions, which began in 
Cork on July 20. Because of t he "extra-
ordinari ly difficult situation" wi th which 
t hey were faced—I.e., t he s ta te of affairs 
alleged above—it would be in the best 
Interests of the workers not to press for 
increased wages. His solution to the 
problem of lowering the cost of living 
was to lower production costs by stabilis-
ing wages. In addition, Mr. McMullen 
would like to see the s tandard of produc-
t ion raised—without any provision for 
be t te r pakl skilled workers. He, a senior 
union official, seems to have forgot ten the 
excessive profit-taking and the very 
gifbetantlal salaries paid to company 

and executives for a minimum 

E & THE REVIVAL OF IRISH 
when dissensions arose in that body lie was 
among those active members who seceded, 
and with Fa the r J o h n Nolan. David 
Comyn and O'Neill Russell s tar ted the 
Gaelic Union, which published a monthly 
magazine called the "Gaelic Journal," the 
first periodical pr in ted in Irish, and one 
which did much practical work for the 
language. 

In the nineties, Dr. Hyde began his first 
campaign to make the people realise the 
importance of Irish. He travelled I re land 
from Belfast to Cork, from Dublin to 
Westport , holding language progaganda 
meetings. Crowds came to meet h im 
everywhere, and his ideas began to obtain 
widespread support. 

GAELIC LEAGUE 

In 1893 the historic first meeting of t he 
Gaelic League was he ld . in a room in 

When the Constitution was enacted in 
1937, Dr. Hyde was the unanimous choice 
of all parties to be first President of Ire-
land. He was declared elected on June 4th, 
1938, and formally entered into office on 
June 25th. 

Dr. Hyde's outs tanding work in Ir ish is 
perhaps the "Love Songs of Connacht ." 
He has writ ten much poetry in Irish, not 
all of which has been published, and he 
has published several one-act plays. 

He republished for private circulation 
"The Children of .Lir," the second of the 
"Three Sorrows of Story Telling." 

In English Dr. Hyde Wrote "Story of 
Early Gaelic Literature," and "Literary 
History of Ireland." 

When Dr. Hyde began his pioneer work 
in the late 1880's and early 1890's the Irish 
national movement, politically as well as 
culturally, was in a bad way. .Parnellism 
had been betrayed by the clerics and the 
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O'Connell Street. Dublin. Dr. Hyde was in 
the chair, and with him was Patr ick 
Hogan, Eoin MacNeill and Father Will iam 
Hayden, S.J. All are now dead. Dr. Hyde 
insisted tha t the League should be 
a nation-wide organisat ion, and he went 
to villages and towns all over the 
country, interviewing priests, teachers and 
public men, as well a s young people, ex-
plaining the purpose of the new organisa-
tion. His success was great, and by 1908 
there were 550 branches of the Gaelic 
League in different p a r t s of the country. 

At the League's first Ard Fheis Dr. Hyde 
was unanimously elected President. He 
held the position unt i l he resigned in 1915. 

His greatest f ight for the language in 
the educational sphere was one which had 
for its object making Irish compulsory in 
the National Universities, just founded, 
and it was only a f t e r a series of public 
demonstrations t ha t he carried the day. 

Later, he became known to s tudents of 
Irish from all par ts of the country as Pro-
fessor of Modern Ir ish, and he continued 
to inspire them with his own zeal unti l he 
retired in 1931. 

AMERICA 
In November, 1905, Dr. Hyde lef t 

Dublin for his great tour of America to 
arouse interest in the Irish language 
movement. He was given a great send-off 
at a big public demonstra t ion at tended by 
the Lord Mayor of Dublin. 

His visit lasted unti l June of the follow-
ing year, and in t ha t t ime he toured the 
country from New York to San Francisco. 
He addressed the Universities of Yale and 
Harvard and held many public meetings, 
sometimes three or four in a day. 

Dr. Hyde was elected a member of the 
Senate in 1925. Af ter his retirement f rom 
the chair of Modern I r i sh in U.C.D. in 1931 
he lived quietly in Frenchpark . 

middle class, Michael Davitt lost ground 
to the gombeen-men of John Redmond, 
and Fenianism was a spent force except 
for a few veterans in America. 

DESTRUCTION 

Culturally, the native Irish had made 
little progress since the days of Thomas 
Davis and Young Ireland. Indeed, the 
British Imperialist policy of deliberately 
destroying the native culture had suc-
ceeded all too well, and apar t f rom a few 
pockets scattered here and there through-
out the West, Gaelic was rapidly dis-
appearing as a spoken language. English, 
as the language of the dominant landed 
and commercial interests, was the general 
written and spoken medium of the people 
in the towns, and even in the countryside 
Irish was becoming infrequently heard. 

Increasingly the native Irish speaker 
was looked down upon as a poor ignorant 
clod-hopper who was fit only for servile 
labour, and it was correctly seen by 
Patrick Pearse and others tha t the revival 
of the Irish language would give a power-
ful stimulous to the national movement. 
Pearse understood, as did Thomas Davis 
before him. t h a t one of the first tasks in 
reviving the old spirit of Republicanism 
must be the encouragement of nat ional 
pride and nat ional dignity. If the nat ive 
Celt was ever to throw off the burdei} of 
Anglo-Saxon domination then he mus t 
learn to become proud of his ancient lan-
guage and culture. Connolly had expressed 
this idea in ano ther way when he issued 
his magnificent slogan: "The great only 
appear great because we are on our 
our knees. Let us arise!" and Larking 
similarly strove to pu t fire into the bellies 
of the down-trodden and apparently ac-
quiescent Dublin workers in 1913. National 
revolt could only be based on nat ional 
pride and courage. 

Unfor tunate ly in later years the lan-
guage movement was captured by obscur-
ant is ts who either deliberately diverted 
the a t tent ion of the people away from the 
fundamen ta l issues of struggle against 
Imperial ism or else hoped to create a 
Gaelic-speaking Republic which would be 
isolated from the main stream of world 
cultural and political events. 

Millions of pounds have been squan-
dered by successive Governments in the 
so-called campaign to revive Irish, but 
even the most a rdent Gaelic Leaguer 
could claim tha t this campaign has been 
a s tar t l ing success. Probably more was 
achieved by the work of Dr. Douglas 
Hyde and a handfu l of enthusiasts and 
the expenditure of a few thousand pounds 
fifty years ago t han has been achieved by 
all the efforts of the State since the 
Treaty. Admittedly Irish is t aught in all 
the schools, is compulsory for entry into 
all official or semi-official jobs, and is 
understood to a lesser degree of tens of 
thousands of people, but there seems little 
evidence t ha t it is being spoken to an 
increasing , extent, while it is clear tha t 
the Gae l thach t or native-Irish speaking 
areas are being slowly but steadily wiped 
out by emigration and economic decline. 
Districts like the Blaskets, which formerly 
housed hundreds of families, are likely to 
become completely uninhabited within the 
next generation. 

MISTAKE 

The fundamenta l mistake of our modern 
Gaelic Leaguers has been their failure to 
realise t ha t a language cannot live if the 
economy or means of livelihood of the 
people is dying If Irish is to be pre-
served as the spoken language of the Gael-
thacht then the Gael thacht must flourish 
economically so tha t its inhabi tants will 
be content to stay there, but if the young 
men and women leave Kerry, West Cork, 
Connemara and Donegal because there is 
no work for them there then those little 
islands of ancient Irish culture are .loomed 
to disappear. 

If our modern Gaelic Leaguers would 
spend more time in trying to build up a 
decent social system in Ireland and less 
time in quarrelling amongst themselves 
about whether it is proper or improper to 
watch foreign games then we might hope 
to see a real cultural revival in Ireland. As 
is is we can be assured tha t fluency in 
Gaelic will not help an Irish emigrant in 
Glasgow or Liverpool, nor will the wear-
ing of the Fainne badge act as a passport 
to a good job in Dagenham or Paddington. 

Mr. de Valera, who has said tha t he 
would prefer a Gaelic-speaking Ireland to 
a free Ireland, might turn his a t tent ion to 
the formerly backward and oppressed 
nationalit ies of the Soviet Union. There 
he would find among communities, which 
under the Czar were poor and ignorant, 
culture and economy are both flourishing 
to-day. 

It is the weakness of Mr. de Valera, as 
indeed it was of Dr. Hyde, tha t he could 
not relate the development of nat ional 
language, l i terature, music and ar t to the 
development of a new social system, tha t 
of Socialism. 

hanks' to Workers' League 
effect." The military governor of Hydera-
bad has granted the e ight sentenced men 
the r ight to appeal against the dea th 
sentences. 

Mentioning the parallel history of the 
Indian and Irish struggles, and the same 
story of betrayal of the people's cause by 
the nationalist capital is t politicians which 
has been repeated in Ind ian by the Nehru 
Government. J a m b h e k a r concluded by 
saying tha t he was "sure tha t the com-
radely help of the I r ish workers will enable 
us to win in the common struggle." 

DIVIDE AND RULE 
Parallelism between the present position 

in India and tha t which existed In Ireland 
® the first Cosgrave regime is increasingly 
impressing itself on both Indian and Ir ish 
"udents of politics. 

The first enthusiasm for the Mount-
batten award has ent i re ly died down, and 
foe treaty forced on India by Brit ish 
Imperialism is now realised for what it is 

another example of Imperialism's classi-
policy of "Divide and rule," to which is 

added the latest technique of "bogus 
'"dependence." 

This combination was first tried in 
Ireland. T h e part i t ion of Ireland is 
equalled by the parti t ion of India, except 
tha t in the case of India the S ta te of 
Pakistan is not even all in one piece. As in 
Ireland areas of Bengal are cut off f rom 
their natural centre of Calcutta. Economic 
life is being ruined and the food riots and 
at tempts to stone Nehru are the na tu ra l 
consequence. 

PRISONS FULL 

India is still ruled by British 
Imperialism. 

As, under Cosgrave's first Government , 
rule by emergency was the order of the 
day, and prisons remained full year a f t e r 
year, so in Indian an even more vicious 
reign of political terror is in full swing. 

But as the Socialists of I reland have 
always struggled for the unity of their 
country on the first basis of the mutua l 
interests of the workers of both parts , so 
In India the democratic movement for the 
liberation and unification of the country 
is being led by the working class, assisted 
by the small fa rmers . 

HOW TO 
END 
PARTITION 

by 
Desmond Greaves 

Watch for the New 
Connolly Association 

Pamphlet 

READY SHORTLY 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
To Clurgh and Mrs. O'Levelan on birth of 

a daughter. 
To Fred and Nora O'Shea on birth of a 

son. 

IRISH 
RAILWAY 

CRISIS 
Our Belfast Correspondent 

IN order to aver t the collapse of the 
Irish Great. Nor thern Rai lway and to 

pi event unemployment for 7.500 workers 
on both sides of the border, the Govern-
ment of N. Ii e land has been forced to 
consider eo-operation w ith the Republ ican 
Government for the t rans fe rence of the 
system to some form of nationalised 
ownership. 

The decision of the G.N.R. to cut services 
and staff drast ical ly from September 1st 
and to put the bulk of its employees on 
one day's cont rac t was announced with 
dramatic suddenness in Dublin on Wed-
nesday, July 20th, to representat ives of 
t he 21 trade unions involved. 

LOSS 
The general manager s ta ted t h a t in the 

first six months of this year t h e system 
had shown a loss of £240,000 and 
£300,000 worth of investments h a d to be 
sold to meet costs. 

Directors had discussions with the 
Governments in Dublin and Bel fas t and it 
is expected t h a t high-level contact between 
the adminis t ra t ions will be established 
soon to discuss t he problems involved. 

There is a feeling in some working-class 
circles that the stockholders, in view of 
the political problems involved in taking 
over the railway may ask both Govern-
ments for a subsidy. 

Any suggestion of this n a t u r e will be 
fiercely resisted by the Trade Union Move-
ment. It is expected that the I.T.U.C. 
will take full advantage of the crisis to 
uni te workers on both sides of t he border 
for nationalisation in which they will have 
a say. They will press the Governments 
to co-operate for the good of the country 's 
economy and its people. 

An indication of what the shareholders 
expect from any fu tu re agreement between 
Dublin and Belfas t was received f rom 
the Dublin Stock Exchange immediately 
a f te r hopes of co-operation rose. There 
were bidders for all the company's stocks 
but for the most par t the shareholders 
held on and selling was slight. 

Ordinary shares, quoted a t £16J for the 
nominal £100 on Thursday, July 21st, 
jumped on small selling to £21 the next 
day. Preference shares which fell f rom 
£31 to £24 the previous week moved up 
to £27. 

Here is a warn ing for the T r a d e Union 
Movement to fight a sett lement or liberal 
compensation which would become a dead-
weight on the country's economy and 
which would also be a fresh excuse for 
refusing to improve wages or working 
conditions. 

Two New Labour 
Journals 

r l 1 H E Irish T r a d e Union Congress is to 
-L be congratulated upon its production 

of the first issue of "Trade Union In-
formation " i price 6d.) This new bulletin, 
compiled by the Research Depa r tmen t of 
t he T.U.C. fills a long-felt gap. Every 
Trade Unionist and member of the 
Labour Movement needs a knowledge of 
the facts of exploitation if he is to fight 
against it. Here a t last in convenient 
form is a bulletin which will provide him 
with what he needs. 

The first issue of Trade Union In fo rma-
tion" is devoted to employment a n d un-
employment. Fac t s are explained in clear 
language and are easy to unders tand . 

Included in each copy of "Trade Union 
Information is a small handbill announc-
ing that a new company "Freeman ' s Pub-
lications Ltd." has been formed to produce 
a weekly organ of the Irish Labour and 
Trade Union Movements, "The Nation," 
and appealing for Trade Unions a n d indi-
viduals to apply for shares in th is venture. 
T h e new enterpri.-te will include as its 
directors "well-known public men a n d the 
managing director of a very big pr in t ing 
and publishing company, who will act as 
technical advisor. T h e new paper will be 
run on commercial lines by professional 
journal is ts of abil i ty and experience." 

To-day the Labour Party itself Is part i-
cipating In a Government , which; in the 
words of the Pres ident of the Workers ' 
Union of Ireland, Is dominated by a par ty 
whose interests do no t coincide with those 
of the working people. This is class col-
laboration and inevitably leads to weaken-
ing of the Labour Par ty as a weapon In 
t he struggle for the emancipat ion of the 
working clnss. T h e es tabl i shment of an 
organ of the Labour Party in t he control 
of which capi tal is ts and employers parti-
cipate. In Its t u rn will lessen the power of 
this new paper to represent the Independ-
ent interests of the working class. 
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Faithful 
Members 

of Church 
\ \ " E havf always b e n and always will 
' ' be fa i th fu l members of tin' Roman 

Catholic Church. Wc acknowledge ihr 
Holy Falher as the visible head of the 
Church, and accept his authori ty in all 
mat te r s of fai th, morals, and Church dis-
cipline and all t h a t concerns the eternal 
salvation of the fa i thful . We want to 
keep in our hea r t s and pass on io fu ture 
generations the treasure of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 's teaching . . . 

So run the opening words of the pro-
clamation issued by Czech and Slovak 
Catholics in J u n e of this year. From all 
par t s of the country they came to Prague, 
priests and laymen, to speak for millions 
of believers in the Czecho-Slovak Republic, 
and to lay before the leaders of the 
Church this earnes t hope for a full and 
peaceful religious life in the new Czecho-
slovakia. 

What were their fears? Why the need 
for this national gather ing in a country 
where freedom of religion is guaranteed 
by the constitution and where there 
should be no doubts about the future of 
religious life? 

Freedom of religious practice, State sup-
port for Church schools and for the 
Catholic "Chari ta ," and for the livelihood 
of the clergy; rarely has any Church in 
any country been offered the equal. Agree-
ment between the Church and the Govern-
ment was all but certain and a peaceful 
fu ture for religious development seemed 
assured. 

But following the fall of Cardinal 
Mindszenty in Hungary, the Papal emis-
sary Msgr. Velolino came to Czecho-
slovakia and the discussions between 
Church and Government took a sudden 

-unfavourable turn . Disagreement centred 
around the breaking up and distributing 
among the peasants of the vast Church 
estates. Ignoring the handsome compen-
sation offered by the Government, the 
bishops led by Archbishop Beran, con-
ducted a fierce campaign of protest. 

I t was at this s tage of deadlock tha t the 
priests and laymen sent their delegates to 
the gathering in Prague. They wanted 
the Catholic Religion. They also wanted 
the benefits of the land reform. Why 
could they not have both? I t is with 
these objects t h a t the Catholic campaign 
is now sweeping the country, and the de-
claration of loyalty they made, both to the 
Church and to their country has been 
signed not only by hundreds of thousands 
of Catholics, but by thousands of priests. 

Wha t has been the result? To every-
body's intense sorrow and disappointment, 
the i r Lordships have not seen fit to sup-
por t these hundreds of thousands of sin-
cere Catholics in their desire to be simul-
taneously good Catholics and good citi-
zens. Priests a re being silenced on ail 
enormous scale. There are threats of 
mass excommunications. In certain cases 
priests have been railroaded into cloisters, 
and "Char i ta" has, together with the 
League of Catholic Women and Girls, been 
declared a non-Catholic organisation. 

There is t hus a division in the Church 
which is not of the Government 's choos-
ing. The Hierarchy have put private 
property and worldly wealth first and reli-
gion second; the ordinary priests and their 
flocks have chosen the better path, and 
now, remembering the injunction to live 
at peace with the i r fellow men, are busily 
playing their par t in building a happy 
fu tu re for their country. 

IRIS URWIN 
Prague. 

S H O R T S T O R Y 

THE OLD PLANE TREE 

BELFAST Continued from 
rage One 

Another grievance with Belfast Aircraft 
workers is the anomaly in the distribution 
of alternative work. 

Less t han 500 yards from the plant at 
Sydenham the Northern Ireland Ministry 
of Health and Local Government are 
having erected aluminium houses which 
were made in Bristol. The firm of Short 
and Harland was the first to make tools 
in 19(4 for the construction of metal 
houses. 

The Stormont administration will be 
asked again why it is tha t they must 
iijiport these s t ructures when the means 
of producing them at home are available 
and idle. 

The a i rc raf t workers are carrying their 
campaign fo rward through a series c! 
maeS meetings. 

i ^ E O R G E Vlachoghiorgos is eighty-two 
years old. But he does not carry his 

years on his back nor stoop beneath their 
weight. He is like a vigorous old plane 
tree, with leafy branches and thousands 
of roots. He is like a mountain with 
eighty-two snowy summits . 

Tile first t ime the gendarmes caught 
him they said to h im; "We will make you 
bend your back, old vermin, we will send 
you into exile and your bones will rot 
tliere. Are you going to stop carrying 
bread tc your sons?" 

"There, there. Am I not to feed my 
sons? And whom would you like me to 
feed? You perhaps? What kind of song 
and dance are you giving me?" 

The response of the old man made an 
impression. They let him go. T h a t was 
in 1945. The second time it was the civil 
guards who arres ted him. They took him 
to Tsamassi in Sofades. Their intent ions 
were not kindly. In the cellar, where 
they shut him up, the hangman, a bruta l 
drug addict, said to him: 

"Get, out of your clothes, old dog." 
"I am suffering f rom no diseases, I am 

not ill. my son," replied the old man. 
seriously and as though slightly 
astonished. 

"Get out of your clothes, I said." 
The infur ia ted guard began to kick him. 

and to beat h im with his fists, Old 
George stopped him. 

"Ah, now I unders tand what it is you 
want of me. All r ight , wait a little while. 
I shall take off my clothes so t h a t you 
can beat me more easily. An old hide of 
eighty years is good for tanning." 

The guard hesi tated, stopped and went 
out without saying a word. 

They sent the old man into exile. From 
there he sent to Rizos* a song which he 
had himself composed, and which he used 
to sing near the sea to ease his sorrow. 

I was an old tselingasi 
I had goats and sheep, 
But fascism has scattered 
All tha t to the four winds. 
Three of my sons are par t i sans 
And two others in exile. 
And my daughte r in prison 
For Laocratia, the power of the people. 
They took f rom him all of his belong-

ings and those of his children who had 
not had time to reach the mountains. His 
ideal, all his desires, were hencefor th em-
bodied in t ha t magic word "Laocratia," 
which he had learned during the first 
resistance agains t the Germans. 

-X =s e ? 
August, 1947. Old George Vlachog-

hiorgos re turned f rom exile to his village 
proudly, his head high. But the fascists 
did not pardon him. 

Pardon him for what? His bravery? 
How could they pardon his having taken 
part , with his ent i re family, since 1942, in 
the struggle for liberty? How could they 
forget tha t three of his sons had fought 
in the E.L.A.S., and what was worse, t ha t 
three of his sons were a t that moment in 
the mountains, fighting in the r a n k s of 
the Democratic Army? 

As soon as he returned to Iris village, 
Apano-Agoriani of Domokos, the guards 
received an order to burn his house. At 

the moment when they were about to 
carry out the order, the old man ap-
proached tin ni and said: 

"Why didn't you burn ii la>t year? I 
hadn ' t expected to see my house l a n d -
ing." 

The gendarmes found no reply, but they 
burned down the house nevertheless, li 
was a difficult job. The old man, his face 
sombre, entered his house. He came out, 
his cape over his shoulders and his pipe 
in his hand. He watched the f lames 
which were enveloping his house. When 
the lire reached the roof and it began to 

by 
STAMATIS 

YA NNAKO POULOS 
Translated from the Greek by 

JACK BENNETT 

collapse, he lighted his pipe ana depar ted 
for Velouki, in search of his three sons. 

He rejoined the anda r t e s <Partisans) 
and there he found thousands of children. 
He himself became an andar te . T h e old 
people remembered him from the time 
when he had carried bread to them in 
their mounta in hideouts. He fought side 
by side with them and bravely faced the 
offensives and "mopplng-up" campaigns of 
the enemy. A good soldier, a good com-
rade in difficult hours. They all loved 
him. 

But there came a misfortune greater 
than the others. I t was neither fire nor 
exile. I t was not one of those short-lived 
crises, so common in the life of an 
andar te . 

One af ternoon he received news of the 
dea th of his son Alexandre, a chief of 
section, killed in the course of the bat t le 
of Arakhova. Everybody was singing and 
dancing a t that moment. Bands of musi-
cians had been called f rom the surround-
ing villages. The old fa ther advanced 
slowly into the group of dancers, made a 
sign to the musicians to stop playing, and 
said; 

"My Levendeslt Listen to me. They 
have brought me news tha t my son 
Alexandre has been killed on Parnassus in 
the course of the Battle of Arakhova. He 
is dead, my brave one. For Laocratia. 
Let me lead a dance in honour of my best 
son. Dance with me." 

And while the par t i sans lowered their 
heads under the weight of their sorrow, 
the old man took out his handkerchief , 
held it out to the leading dancer of the 
file and began very gently to dance and 
sing. His song was not a lamentat ion. I t 
was the sorrow of an andar te , sung by a 
brave man of Roumeli. 

Veloukhi, my beaut i ful Veloukhi, 
And you, my proud beech tree, 
Make your snow mel t quickly 
Because the green grass is sprout ing 
To see again on their mountains, the 

andar tes 
And the anda r topou les" 
To see my son Alexandre 
Bat t le against the fascists. 

Water lor the Rose 
by EWART MILNE 

( 0 words are lightly spoken.—W. B. Yeats) 

O many the words are spoken 
said I to Yeats ' ghost, 
and some use words to tell their 

needs, 
and some use words to hide their 

deeds, 
and honest folk, and they're the most 
think words and deeds were made 

to match. 

Words are but jackets, the ghost re-
plied, 

and ours are jackets green; 
Who casts his coat to wear a coat 
from Moscow or from Rome 
betrays the story of the land, 
betrays Lord Edward and Wolfe Tone 

They turn to Rome for shelter 's sake 
said I to Yeats' ghost 
but Tone put on the Frenchman ' s 

ga rb 
for raising freedom on our coast, 
and sha.ll we quibble with him 

dead. 
Be Danton ' s but not Lenin's host? 

Be Lenin 's host or whose you will, 
the s tubborn ghost replied, 
Mate the birch-tree with the rowan, 
the rose take for the sunflower's 

br ide; 
the lost traveller under the hill 
will wait on your rejoicings still. 

The traveller lost in them is found— 
said I to Yeats ' ghost— 
whose sickles make the sword to yield, 
whose h a m m e r s ring f rom coast to 

c o a s t -
so get you gone, there's life to build! 
said I to Yeats ' ghost. 

the old plane tree. He i:sd tho . inns 01 
roots, thousands of chi le :en. 

You can meel him new, eree unbend-
ing. his shirt half open -3 tha* Irs chest 
can feel ' h e fresh air. You can see him 
marching with long s t r ides on Gli tani or 
Vetdousai. Veloukhi or Agrafa singing a 
popular old herioc melody, his e e i over 
his shoulders, his pipe between his teeth 
—the only fortune which the fascists loft 
him, the weapon in his h a n d and his brave 
smile—that fortune which no one can ever 
take away. 

NOTES 
* Rizos—popular name for Rizaspastis, 

organ of the Communist Party of Greece. 
t Tsehngas—popular name for cattle 

breeder. 
I Levendes—an untransla table word 

which signifies bravery combined with 
physical and moral beauty. 

** Andartopoules—girl andar tes . 

CORK -Continued from 
Page One 

Instead, as a better means of attack, 
adopted because of the failure of the 
direct assaul t , came Professor O'Raiiilly's 
lectures. 

New Method 
The President of University College, 

Professor O'Rahilly, in his concluding ad-
dress claimed to be more revolutionary 
than any communist, and stated that in 
1915 he s ta r ted workers' education courses 
in Cork with the "enthusiast ic support" of 
his " f r iend James Connolly." 

There is no record however of Professor 
O'Rahilly having quoted any substantial 
portion of "his friend's" writings, nor evi-
dence of where the f r iendship began or on 
what it rested, or how the "friend" of the 
man who died for Irish independence wel-
comed the slave Treaty not six years a f te r 
his "f r iend 's" death. 

Purpose of the lectures is to damp down, 
divert and confuse the Cork working class 
which is growing increasingly impatient 
with its poor conditions, 

Unemployment 
Already the unemployment organisation 

is established firmly in the City. 
A meet ing of unemployed wo: kevs 

elected W. White cha i rman of a commit-
tee the purpose of which was to demand 
tha t all Labour should be recruited 
through the Labour Exchange, and tha t 
Trade Union rates and 'conditions should 
be obligatory. Other committee members 
are J. Murphy. J. O'Dea, P. Tterney, and 
J. O'Sullivan. A number of th? members 
of the organisation have been unemployed 
for a considerable time, and offered their 
support and solidarity to men in Dublin 
placed in similar circumstance; . 

Election 
Government Candidate W. J. Murphy 

won the West Cork by-election by a 
major i ty of 7,959. This was proclaimed as 
a great victory for Labour when it was in 
fact no th ing of the kind. At tha last Gen-
eral Election the combined vote of Fine 
Gael, Labour, Clann na Talmhan and 
Clann na Poblachta totalled 20,327. This 
time the combined vote was 18,909, a loss 
of 1,518. F ianna Fail increased its vote by 
1,163. 

The election was caused by the death 
of the Labour candidate's father, Mr. T. 
J. Murphy, who died while addressing an 
inter-partv meeting in Fermoy in April. 
The issues of the election we.e of little 
importance to the workers since Labour 
sank its identity when it joined it with 
Fine Gael . The result was not surprising. 
West Cork always contained a sfrong blue-
shirt following, and F ianna Fail never had 
much suppor t there. 

But in a small way the resui. proved 
conclusively that the days of the "National 
Record" a re done. Mr. Cotter, the Fianna 
Fail candidate had a "National Record'' 
while Mr. Murphy was not even born when 
he made it. But the victory w i l l to the 
young man without the record. It can 
nevertheless scarcely be regarded as an 
endorsement of the policy of the inter-
partv Government. 

Rertts 
Excessive rents being charged for new 

houses in Cork came under severe critic-
ism at the meeting of the Central Com-
mittee of the Combined Development As-
sociations a t the A.O H. Hall, Cork. Not 
only in Cork but throughout the country 
rents as high as £12 a m o n t h were being 
charged for new houses. People liad taken 
houses a t excessive r en t s because they 
could not get any other accommodation. 
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BOOKS, FILM and THEATRE by ALEC DIGGES 

THE LITTLE THE COPPERHEADS 
PEOPLE 

\ V H F N Frank O'Connor produced his 
** translat ion of the "Midnight Court," 

in 1905, he bent, if not broke, the back of 
a legend tha t has been nourished and 
coddled a long time by those who hold the 
seals of Irish scholarship to-day . . .those 
backward-looking professors who would 
have us believe tha t when the men and 
women of Ireland spoke their native 
tongue exclusively they were possessed of 
almost supernatura l piety; tha t these 
half-angels "wearing by St. Patrick's 
bounty emeralds big as half a county" 
lived the ascetic lives befit t ing saints and 
scholars, and tha t the old devil sex only 
raised its ugly head when encouraged by 
the snake-charming music of the prurient 
English tongue. 

PROFESSOR CORKERY DISSAPROVES 
Professor Corkery does not approve of 

Bryan Merryman, the eighteenth-century 
author of this merry and f ree "rhythmical 
baccJianaJia," even though he wrote and 
spoke in the Gaelic tongue. He has dis-
missed h:m as a course jester, but the 
t rans ia l icns of O'Connor first and now 
Lord Lcngford (Published Poetry Ireland, 
price 2/-) rescue the true genius of this 
village schoolmaster f rom the obscurity 
cast over it by the careful guardians of 
Irish intellectual morality. 

I have no Gaelic, God help me, so 
cannot fell if these t rans la t ions are true 
to the idiom and nuance of the original, 
but the tale they tell is very rich in its 
comedy and human observation, and its 
construction and satiric vein worthy of the 
classic age of Swift and Voltaire. 

In the "Midnight Court ' ' the poet 
abandoned the tradit ional Gaelic forms 
and imitated the heroic couplets of Eng-
lish contemporary verse. The language he 
used, and Frank O'Connor is the authority 
I quote here, is also a break with literary 
Irish, as it is the spoken Irish of Clare. 

The story of the poem is as follows: T h e 
poet falls asleep, and in a dream is sum-
moned to the fairy court where the un-
married women of Munster are pleading 
their inability to get husbands . An old 
man replies by telling the story of his 
own marriage and of how his young wife 
presented him with ano ther man's child 
on hit wedding night. 

It is the girl 's turn then to defend her-
self, She gives the point of view of youth's 
misery being mated with senility, of the 
unwillingness of man and of the great 
lack of strong young fellows. Then 
as her a rgument in favour of free love is 
developed, she bursts into a furious at tack 
on clerical celibacy. The fairy Queen then 
sums us, and gives judgment for the 
women against the men and in particular 
against batchelors. Thei r first victim is 
the poet himself, who only saves his skin 
by waking up out of his dream. 

This is an audacious poem, full of superb 
and bawdy comedy, but it is also full of 
bland and humane sensibility, tenderness 
and the eighteenth-century Utopian pas-
sion. It brings the Ireland of that time 
out of its mists of spiri tuality and places 
it in the world of men and women. 

The Longford t ranslat ion is in a 
stricter classical metre than the other, 
but the translat ion of Frank O'Connor is 
a much brighter, livelier verse, with a 
sharper edge to it. 

And a word in your ear about the new 
version. There are three deletions in the 
text, made solely at the pr inter 's request. 
May God save the professors of Ireland, 
and ail pious printers. 

MARY CAMPBELL. 

Comments are invited from readers on 
this growing tendency on the part of 
printers to decide what shall and what 
shall not be printed. The "Irish Demo-
crat" is of the opinion tha t this is a grave 
restriction of the r ight of free expression, 
which once conceded might conceivably be 
utilised as a permanent weapon to abolish 
a democratic and consti tutional right of 
the citizens of Eire. 

Readers can order any 
Book or Periodical 

from 
N E W B O O K S , 
16 Pearse St., Dublin 

or 
INTERNATIONAL 

BOOKSHOP, 
20 Church Lane, Belfast 

" y t n i E N t h e fasc i s t G e n e r a l Mola h a d f o u r c o l u m n s m a r c h i n g on M a d r i d 

in t h e a u t u m n of 1936 h e b o a s t e d t h a t t h e r e w a s a fifth c o l u m n of 

h i s s u p p o r t e r s r e a d y to b e t r a y t h e c i t y f r o m w i t h i n . T h i s w a s t h e o r i g i n 

of t h e t e r m " f i f t h c o l u m n " b u t a t a l l t i m e s t h e r e h a v e been g r o u p s of 

c o r r u p t or a m b i t i o u s m e n r e a d y to b e t r a y t h e i r c o u n t r y a n d peop le a t t h e 

d i c t a t e s of c l a s s i n t e r e s t o r i t c h i n g p a l m s . 

During the American Civil War, fought 
to suppress the rebellion of Southern 
slave-owning planters who tried to secede 
from the Union in order to preserve their 
"peculiar institution," loyal Union men 
had a name for sympathisers with 
"Johnny Reb" who sought to sabotage the 
Northern war effort—they called them 
"copperheads," a f t e r the venomous prairie 
snake which lay in hiding and struck at 
its victims without warning. 

It is this name which William Blake has 
taken as the title for his fine fictional 
narra t ive of American life during the Civil 
war years. In his earlier books, "The 
Painter and the Lady" and "The World is 
Mine." Blake has already shown himself 
a novelist of skill and distinction. Now in 
The Copperheads iCassell, 15 -) he has a 
theme big enough for his ta lent to reveal 
itself at full s tature. 

Most of the 700-page historical novels 
t ha t have reached these shores f rom 
America during the last decade are best 
forgotten. All too often the historical 
background has been vague and shaky, a 
mere cardboard setting to render the 
amorous dalliances "W hero and heroine 
less outrageously impossible and non-
sensical than they would appear in every-
day dress. 

But Blake's novel is head and shoulders 
above the common commercial run of 
pot-boilers aimed at the book club and 
lending library market. He has taken 
his task seriously, devoting as much, if 
not more, care to the creation of authent ic 
background as to the interplay of his own 
invented characters . In fact , it would 
not be unkind to- say tha t the history is 
better than the fiction. 

There are four main fictional characters 
—Maria, a German seamstress, who 
"needs men's dear company" and has 
three lovers—Prank, a dashing major, 
Karl , a Union secret service man, and 
cynical, aristocratic, f reedom-hat ing Jur-
gen von Rensselaer, a charming-
mannered scoundrel with his f inger in 
every pie of corruption, sedition and 
financial chicanery. Which of them she 
eventually marries, on page 603, I leave 
you to discover. 

I t would not h a r m the novel if quite a 
lot of the musings and stilted conversa-
tions of Maria and Jurgen were ruthlessly 
pruned, while some may find the ending 
a little too melodramatic to be convinc-
ing. but the great merit of Blake's fic-
tional t reatment is t ha t it allows him to 
bring together all those diverse s t rands 
which make up the historical fabric of the 
period. 

In his pages we meet traitors like Val-
landigham, Wright and Dodd, scheming 
military uprisings to wrench the Ohio 
Valley States out of the Union; slippery 
Fernando Wood hoping to declare New 
York a free city in order to main ta in its 
lucrative business connections with the 
South : cagey Democratic politicians 
posing as loyal while dabbling in treason, 
wholesale political corruption and d ra f t 
evasion, army contractors and even 
generals fea ther ing their own nests—and 
a host of other unpleasant types, all en-
tirely authentic, wi th Jurgen as the em-
bodiment of very type of villainy. 

On the other side of the medal, we 
f ind the organised workers sparking the 
fight, opposing compromise and the poli-
tics of "r ichman's war and poor man 's 
fight," trade unions reviving and advan-
ced German Socialists, like Joseph Wey-
demeyer stressing tha t abolition of 
slavery and development of industrialism 
would open the way to building a modern 
labour movement; Fa ther McGlynn, the 
Irish priest, always on the side of the poor, 
and. of course, the Irish themselves, 
herded in slums, the more backward of 
them easy prey for copperhead plotters 
provoking the terrible ant i -draf t riots of 
1863, yet others, like the "Fighting 69th," 
contributing more recruits in proportion 
to their numbers t h a n any other section 
of the population. To the reader, un-
familiar with the period, the facts in this 
novel might seem so amazing as to be 
taken wholly for fiction, and it would 
have been as well if Mr. Blake had fol-
lowed the evample of Howard Fas t in 
adding an af te rword detailing his essen-
tial source mater ial—with perhaps a brief 
biographical index of real historical per-
sonages figuring in the story. 

A. G. K. L. 

REVOLT ON THE CLYDE 
r p H E recent victory of the Brit ish dockers 

in defeating an officially inspired lock-
out because of the refusal of the dockers 
to work "black" ships and scab on their 
fellow Canadian trade unionists brought 
into high relief the magnif icent tradi-
tions and militancy of this section of the 
British working class. 

Much light may be thrown on the condi-
tions and bitter struggles which built up 
such a spirit by closely studying another 
section of the British working class whose 
struggles have run parallel—the Clyde 
shipbuilders and engineers. 

In "Revolt on the Cylde" (Lawrence and 
Wishart . 5 6), the first p a r t of the auto-
biography of William Gallagher , M.P., 
there is an int imate and detailed picture 
of the great struggles which raged during 
the First Word War on the Clyde. Famous 

personalities take on flesh and blood under 
Gallagher 's warm enthusiasm — John 
McLean, Maxton, Shaw, Lloyd George, 
Harry MacShane a n d a host of others. 

But it is the workers and their struggles 
which give this book its s t rength—their 
strikes, the ant i -war campaign, the move-
ment to establish Workers' and Soldiers' 
Soviets, the Genera l Strike and lastly, for 
us Irishmen, a brief description of a visit 
to Belfast and a meet ing in the Engineers ' 
Institute, where t he first, question was "I 
want to ask Mr. Gallagher, is he loyal to 
his King?" and Gallagher 's reply, "The 
only loyalty I have is to the working class." 

All this makes fascinat ing reading and 
contains many lessons for people who wish 
to fight to defend and better their living 
standards. If you cannot afford to buy 
"Revolt on the Clyde" borrow it f rom your 
local library. 

THE BLUE ANGEL 
EVER to have seen Emil Jann ings act 

• ' on the screen is to have missed an 
unforget table experience. One of the 
world's greatest character actors, Jan-
nings brought a perfection rarely seen to 
each of his many and varied roles. 

A revival of "The Blue Angel" iCurzon, 
May fair i, one of the first films in which 
Marlene Dietrich appeared, affords an 
opportunity of not only studying the 
technique of Jann ings but also of 
Dietrich in her pre-Hollywood days, and, 
much more Interesting still—the early 
German film. 

Made in 1930. "The Blue Angel" is a 
study of a middle-class burgeolse school-
teacher who becomes hopelessly infatua-
ted with a cheap night club singer—the 
girl Lola. 

The degeneration of the bourgeoise pro-
fessor before the f r ank and brutal mat te r 
of fact struggle for a livelihood is por-
trayed with f r ightening sadism. One 
feels that the cul ture which could produce 
such u film would find the cruelties of the 
concentration c a m p banal in their lack 
of subtlety. 

From degradation to even lower 
degradation, the once studious and bully-
ing professor passes with hopeless pas-
sivity. The implications of the film arc 
frightening when one remembers, with an 
uneasy start, to wha t extent the theme of 
passivity dominated the recently ex-
hibited post-war Ge rman films "Germany, 
Year Zero" and "The Murderers Are 
Amongst Us." A. D. 

The <Holy' 
Insurrection 

YOUNG IRELAND AND 1848." Denis 
Gwynn. Cork University Press, p.p. 325. 
Price 17 6. 

T H E historic years f rom 1840 when 
-L O'Connell once more launched h is 

repeal agi tat ion to 1848 when I re land ' s 
hopes were finally dashed in the "top-
hatted ' ' revolution of 1848, will a lways 
hold a singular fascination to those who 
are interested in studying how and why 
great causes are sometimes lost. 

Professor Denis Gwynn is a careful s tu-
dent and pains taking writer who has 
acjded to his numerous valuable contribu-
tions to Irish history this useful volume 
based for the most part on entirely new 
material. 

Previous writers have utilised the 
material of the O'Connells, or the young 
Irelanders, in par t icular Gavan Duffy. 
Now the vast collection of Smith O'Brien 
documents, h i the r to neglected in the 
National Library, has been used to pro-
vide a history f rom a third and new-
standpoint . 

Professor Gwynn, whose g r and fa the r 
married a daughte r of Smith O'Brien, 
was also fo r tuna te in having in his pos-
session a number of family documents on 
which to some extent he has drawn now 
and intends to draw fur the r in the fu tu re . 

IN THE BEGINNING 
The story begins with the founding of 

"The Nation" by Duffy, Davis and Dillon. 
Then follows an account of the s t ruggles 
and intrigues within the Repeal Move-
ment leading to the splitting away of t h e 
young Ireland section, which was dissatis-
fied with O'Connell 's policy. 

The story of the Confederation up to 
the rising is told in similar detail and 
perhaps no better illustration of the in-
ner social t rends which gave rise to overt 
political differences can be provided t h a n 
Professor Gwynn's explanation of why 
John Mitchell left the Confederation: 

"While Mitchell accepted Lalor's sup-
position without question, he declined to 
follow Lalor's practical programme of 
organising a strike against the payment 
of rent. He substi tuted for it an amended 
policy which could never have been seri-
ously pu t forward by any man with know-
ledge of life in the agricultural counties. 
Whereas Lalor hated Irish landlordism 
above all other evils and was indifferent 
to the issue of Repeal until the land ques-
tion had been settled first, Mitchell re-
garded the Brit ish Government with such 
hatred t ha t it blinded him to pract ical 
concerns. Ignoring Lalor's au thorsh ip of 
the new revolutionary doctrine he had be-
gun to advocate his own alternative of an 
organised refusal to pay poor rates." 

The author a t t r ibutes Mitchell's a t t i -
tude to his religious upbringing as a n Ul-
ster Unitar ian. But despite his denuncia-
tions of O'Connell, Mitchell's policy 
stripped of its impracticalities did not 
differ much in its practicalities f rom t h a t 
of O'Connell. The struggle for the land 
was the only motive force capable of set-
ting the nat ional liberation machine in 
motion. The landlord O'Connell and the 
bourgeois Mitchell were on account of 
their class affiliations more concerned 
with the fact tha t Britain exploited t han 
that exploitation was wrong. This was 
the rock on which the whole movement 
was wrecked, a s it is to-day the same rock 
on which the movement against par t i t ion 
is temporarily stranded. 

Working from the O'Brien s tandpoint 
Professor Gwynn may perhaps not be en-
tirely acquitted of having unconsciously 
adopted some of his preoccupations. Per-
haps the task of restoring a neglected 
leader to his r ightful place has been done 
too well. Thus the absurdity of an in-
surrection which was so "holy" t h a t it 
must do no injury to property a ^ the 
first requirement, and be successful a poor 
second, is skipped over without comment . 
O Brien adopted a policy the opposite of 
that of Tone and t ha t he must thank for 
his hundred years' obscurity. 

Similarly one receives thg impression 
that the failures of O'Connell are too 
lightly a t t r ibuted to his old age, decaying 
mental power, and the evil influence of 
his son John. 

In modern Cork it may be unwise to 
draw logical conclusions. The rebel's rebel-
liousness has been tamed by one of the 
O'Rahlllys. But one thing Professor 
Gwynn does, for which all who endeavour 
to study the past so as to Illuminate the 
present will be grateful , Is to provide 
facts, and facts in plenty. This book costs 
17 6, even a f te r being subsidised. But 
those who can should buy it and study It. 

C.D.O. 
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"I KNOW THE IRISH PEOPLE" 
J ) A U L R O B E S O N , f a m o u s p r o g r e s -

s ive N e g r o s i n g e r , to ld m e in a 
spec ia l i n t e r v i e w h e r e fo r t h e " I r i s h 
D e m o c r a t " t h e p a r t w h i c h k n o w l e d g e 
of t h e I r i sh p e o p l e ' s s t r u g g l e h a d in 
h i s d e v e l o p m e n t in to t h e p a s s i o n a t e 
c h a m p i o n of a l l o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e s 
w h i c h he is t o - d a y . 

I spoke to him a t the climax of his great 
European tour dur ing which he sang and 
spoke to something like 500.000 people in 
Norway. Sweden, Denmark. France and 
England. His songs, fighting songs, of the 
oppressed Negroes and of the workers' 
struggle in America had just moved the 
15,000 capacity crowd tha t packed Prague 's 
open-air winter s tadium to a pi tch of wild 
enthusiasm. 

Renounced Connection 
In Denmark Robeson renounced all con-

nection with the newspaper "Politiken" 
which was sponsoring his concert tour 
there when he learned that tha t paper 
had come out in support of the Atlantic 
War Pact. When the paper broke off the 
contract, he commented "I will be glad 
to sing for the Danish people for nothing, 
From now on I will get the workers down 
from the gallery to the orchestra seats. 
The rich will have to be content with 
records." Thousands of people heard his 
message and his songs a t great open-air 
gatherings in Oslo and Copenhagen. 

"I know the historic struggles and ter-
rific sufferings of the Irish people," Robe-
son told me. "I have sung in Ireland very 
often during the last years." He got to 
know the Irish people, "especially in the 
countryside in and around Cork. They un-
derstood me and felt that I belonged to 
them because of their own long history of 
British oppression." 

While speaking to Robeson and remark-
ing the warm human i ty which he felt for 
the people's cause everywhere, whether 

SAYS PAUL ROBESON 
In an exclusive interview with the 

'IRISH DEMOCRAT' 
the people were black or white. I couldn' t 
help contras t ing the sincerity and the 
breadth of his feeling with the aloofness 
towards the sufferings of other small 
nat ions characteris t ic of one of the 
alleged champions of the Irish people's 
interests. 

Australian 
An Australian fr iend tells me of a re-

vealing incident during de Valera's tour 
of Australia on an anti-partition speaking 
campaign. At one meeting in Melbourne, 
at which incidentally Ireland's na t iona l 
demands were heard in sympathy, the 
former Ir ish Premier was asked what he 
thought of the policy of British imperial-
ism towards the new Sta te of Israel. 

De Valera's haughty answer must have 
lost him a certain amount of the sym-
pathy which his eloquence had gained. H e 
had no views on Israel, which didn' t con-
cern him. All he was interested in was 
Ireland! My Australian friend admi t s 
tha t he was amazed by what struck h im 
as a profoundly narrow outlook. "How can 
he expect to get world-wide support for 
Irish uni ty when he shows such contempt 
for other •people's problems?" he asked. 
"If de Valera isn't concerned with o ther 
people's sufferings and injustices, how can 
they be concerned with Iris?" 

I was thinking too of a letter in the 
same s t ra in which appeared in the "I r i sh 
Democrat" complaining tha t too much 
space was devoted to the struggles of 
other peoples which "did not concern" the 

Irish people. So I put the question to 
Robeson: "You are a great fighter for the 
interests of the Negro people both in 
America and in Africa. Why then are you 
concerned with the sufferings of other 
peoples, a n d why don't you devote all your 
time to f ight ing for your own people and 
let the others fight their own batt les too?" 

Answer 
Robeson's ready answer w:as revealing 

both as to the depth of his own under-
standing of the world-wide s t ruggle of the 
working people of all lands, a s well as to 
the narrowness of the outlook of the capi-
talist politicians in Ireland who profess 
to speak for the Irish people. 

"You canno t separate the different 
struggles of the peoples," he declared. "I 
am able to fight and sing and speak for 
the working class of the world because 
the Negroes are of the working class." 

"You know, there were not only Negro 
slaves in America," he remarked, "but 
Irish labourers were taken to the West 
Indies and America to be sold as inden-
tured servants and were in effect slaves 
just as we were." 

Any People 
Robeson added with emphasis ; "Any 

action agains t the people anwhere is, to 
me, an a t t ack on my own people. What 
happens to the Irish people is as close 
to me as wha t happens to the Negroes in 
America and Africa." 

DUBLIN LETTER 

by 

P. O HIGGINS 
Continued from Page One 

a Three Cheers for 
Connolly 

Careful observers hold the view t h a t the 
Government realises tha t with mount ing 
unemployment and the certainty of a 
devastat ing s lump in Irish business, all 
Opposition par t ies with an al ternat ive 
programme are to be discouraged. Hence 
the half-heartedness of the police in 
mainta in ing public order, a half-hearted-
ness in strange cont ras t to their assiduity 
in persecuting those who want to secure 
visas to visit Eas te rn Europe. 

I n a special message to the "Ir ish 
Democrat ," a representat ive of the League 
declared: "We a re not intimidated. We 
in tend to publish a full account of this 
outrage and distr ibute it to the entire 
Press. But meanwhile our own paper has 
been (unofficially) banned." 

PRESSURE 
I t is understood t h a t once more pressure 

has been brought to bear on the one 
courageous pr in ter w'ho up to now has 
been printing the "Workers' Voice." 
People are asking who will be suppressed 
next? 

Recent months have seen the emergence 
of a number of new periodicals. First 
was "The Irish Workers' Voice," associa-
ted with the I r ish Workers' League. This 
is an organ of independent working-class 
opinion, openly pledged to the Socialist 
principles of J a m e s Connolly. In June 
then* appeared the first issue of "Trade 
Union Information," which is devoted to 
t he provision of information useful to the 
t rade union movement in the day-to-day 
struggle for improved conditions. 

T h e Irish Transpor t and General 
Workers ' Union also produced, in early 
July, the ftrst issue of its magazine 
"Liberty." Luxuriously turned out, 
"Liberty" carries advertisements from 
many of the most profitable capitalist 
concerns in the Twenty-Six Counties. The 
whole of the contents of the issue cleared 
of their pious phraseology boil down to an 
appeal for co-operation between worker 
a n d boss. The magazine conforms com-
pletely to the cur ren t slogan of the Union 
which appears several times in its pages: 
"Support Irish Industry—And I r i sh Indus-
try WiU Support You," or as lnterpretated 
by "Liberty": "Suppor t Irish Capitalism— 
And Irish Capital ism Will Support You." 

CAPITALIST—LABOUR 
Another publication is "The Nation." 

This is officially to take the place of the 
defunct organ of the Labour Party, "The 
Irish People," which ceased publication 
some t ime ago due chiefly to the fact t h a t 
the Labour Party was incapable of run-
ning a real working-class paper. "The 
Nation," it has proudly been announced, 
will be run on strictly commercial lines 
by professional journalists and controlled 
by the holders of the 10,000 £1 shares 
which a r e being issued, among whom will 
be members of the capitalist class, whom, 
it Is assumed, would be too well behaved 
to influence the contents of the paper , 
even should it put forward a Socialist 
policy. 

UNEMPLOYED ACT 
The campaign of the Dublin Unem-

ployed Association to win recognition 
tha t unemployment must be tackled by 
the Government , continues. They fight 
to win decent benefit rates and improved 
conditions of employment on the employ-
ment schemes. The Association is active 
in victimisation cases. 

Mr. Sean Byrne, secretary of the Asso-
ciation, recently led a deputation of four 
to the new Lord Mayor of Dublin, Dr. C. 
Brea thnach (Fianna Fail) to describe the 
plight of the Dublin unemployed to him. 
On behalf of the "Ir ish Democrat" I inter-
viewed the deputat ion immediately a f t e r 
they left the Mansion House. They told 
me tha t Dr. Breathnach had been totally 
ignorant of the numbers of unemployed in 
the city and of the conditions under which 
they were living. When appealed to, to 
act in part icular cases of victimisation, he 
was vague in his replies. One member 
of the deputat ion, who had been unem-
ployed for five years, was married with 
one child. Living in the St. Kevin's In-
stitute for mendicants he was in weekly 
receipt of 25'- benefit. 

Despite all the cant about the "Sanct i ty 
of the Family" to be heard dally in our 
city this man is forced to live apar t f rom 
his wife; their child is fur ther separated 
from them, spending most of the week 
in a day nursery, for which there is a 
weekly charge of 2 6. This man showed 
me his body, which I found to be covered 
with scabs of bites from innumerable 
fleas. 

A second member of the deputation, a 
single man , unemployed for several 
years a f t e r working on the Turf Board, 
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was informed tha t he was found unsuit-
able for work of this kind (as would any 
man without work, who has been under-
nourished for several years) and sacked. 
He has been without benefit of any kind 
for the last five months. T h e thi rd dele-
gate was also a single man. unemployed 
for two years, living on 16 - a week 
benefit. 

Recent investigations have revealed the 
appalling conditions in the labour yards 
run for the unemployed by the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society and the Church of Ireland. 
Officials a t the former resented your 
correspondent 's inquiries and workers 
seemed a f r a id to talk about their condi-
tions. Members of the Unemployed Asso-
ciation interviewed the warden and 
manager of the Church of Ireland, who 
were f rank in their replies. They said 
they regret ted their inability to improve 
the conditions of the unemployed. 

Labour yards provide employment for a 
limited number of the unemployed in 
chopping wood. Pay is 6 - a day for a 
44-hour week. The wooden blocks are 
sold to fuel merchants who are thus en-
abled to make an enormous profit on the 
transaction. 

INTENSIFY 
Conditions in the Mount Street Club, 

conducted by wealthy citizens of Dublin 
with a "social conscience," also for the 
unemployed, are such as to "intensify the 
degree of exploitation of the workers,'' 
says the Association. 

A demonstrat ion of the unemployed was 
held outside Leinster House. Unemployed 
workers paraded, carrying placards bear-
ing the s logans "Work or maintenance," 
"Keep your promises or get out," "Give 
us work not slander" and ' Send us to a 
job, not St. Kevins." 

A rostrum was erected and a member of 
of Unemployed Association addressed the 
crowd. I l lus t ra t ing the guilty consciences 
behind them, the gates of the Dail were 
closed when the demonstrat ion began, 
but a number of T.D.'s had the courage 
to come out. Mr. Con Lehane (C. na P.) 
expressed Iris personal sympathy to a 
member of t he Association, but Mr. 
Norton "leader" of the Labour Party, 
whose car was delayed by the crowd 
evinced no Interest whatever in the 
proceedings. 

The great Negro singer explained to me 
how witnessing the sufferings of people 
elsewhere helped to awaken him to fight 
for his own people. "A lot of my develop-
ment in t he wider struggle as far as the 
Negro people are concerned was against 
the background of Britain a n d Ireland," 
he said. " I n the Welsh coal mines I saw 
tha t the Welsh miners were suffering just 
as much as t he Negro miners of Maryland 
and Alabama." Among the dock workers 
of London a n d Glasgow he found the same 
unders tand ing for the Negro people's 
plight as he did in Ireland. 

"Tha t is the reason I fight for peace 
with the new democracies of eastern 
Europe." he said. "That is why I told the 
Senate commit tee in America tha t I am 
the fr iend of all peoples." 

Paul Robeson is no politician, and he 
has none of t he characteristics of one, nor 
the glib phrases . He speaks as he feels 
and believes, and his words carry a con-
viction lacking in the fami l ia r jargon of 
our local professional orators. But it was 
in such plain terms that he gave me what 
I regarded a s a lesson in internationalism 
which no doctrinaire could have put so 
vividly. 

Obvious 
He seemed to regard it a s so obvious as 

hardly to require comment t h a t all peoples 
and na t ions fighting for l iberty and inde-
pendence should join hands and aid each 
other in t he struggle—especially as to-day 
they all have one common enemy—the im-
perialism which is threa tening the inde-
pendence of all nations in its preparations 
for -war aga ins t socialism a n d for capital-
ist "markets ." 

In the s ame straight speech he told me 
"The I r ish struggle must be merged with 
the s t ruggles of all o ther progressive 
peoples, or otherwise they will never ob-
ta in their f redom." 

"The Ir ish people should understand 
this very well." he added, making it clear 
t ha t he believed the peoples everywhere 
possessed a n ingrained internationalist 
spirit, t h a t it was only the politicians who 
tried to hide it. He felt this spirit in the 
way he was received by the I r ish people. 

The de Valeras are not internationalist , 
for to link h a n d s with the Greeks, the In-
donesians, t he people of Viet-Nam in their 
struggle for existence against the rapacity 
of imperialism would be to br ing Ireland 
decisively into the anti-imperialist camp. 
And the de Valeras are not anti-imperial-
ists. They a re flirting with imperialism 
in the hope of obtaining c rumbs from the 
robber's table. 

Towering 
As I stood beside the towering figure of 

the great Negro, peoples' singer, I got the 
impression—"de Valera the pygmy, Paul 
Robeson the giant"—a giant not only in 
physical s t a tu re but in his embodiment of 
the powerful force of millions of workers 
and oppressed people th roughout the 
world. 'And a pygmy embodying all tlip 

narrowness of the capitalist, nationalist 
politician. 

Robeson concluded, shaking me warmly 
by the hand , by wishing the best to the 
Irish workers, adding "I hope to be In 
Ireland aga in some time very soon." 

JACK BENNETT 
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