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Have You 
l i c i t T h e s e 

f i n a l i t i e s ? 
LOYALTY to the cr.nse of Ireland and 

i i' people. 

C O U R A G E to fight her enemies . 

R E A L I S A T I O N o f i he u n i t y of a l l 

c 'Minst Fasc i sm . 

A THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE of 
I re l and and t h e w o r l d w e l i ve in. 

A SENSE OF HUMOUR, enabling 

you to l a u g h a n d let o thers l a ugh , 

too. . 

DEPENDABILITY on which all can 

rely. 

T F YOU HAVE, please .respond to the 
urgent call for financial assistance 

we continually make in these columns. 
We believe "Irish Freedom" stimu-
lates those qualities in all our readers. 
To ensure its continuance is a matter 
of honour for every one of our 
readers. 

We are in grave financial difficulties. 
Difficulties of growth, not decline. 
January's issue was held up until £50, 
raised by private loans, could be sent 
to our printer. You can help us. Not 
alone by the large personal financial 
sacrifice you are prepared to make, 
but by the organised collections made 
weekly on our cards wherever the 
paper is sold. But somebody has to 
begin. Won't you write for a Collect-
ing Card now? We need £30 per 
month to keep an even keel, and have 
only you to depend on. 

Per: H. McPadden, Coventry, 9/6; T. 

Walshe, Leicester, 10s.; Mr. Cook, Harlesden, 

£2 4s.; E. Timbey, London, &3 7s. 6d.; J. 

Quinn, Ellesmere Port, 2s.; P. Clancy, London, 

£1; 1'. Dooley, London, £ 1 ; H.B. and M.S., 

London, <£4; D. Collins, Birkenhead, ,£1; D. 

Greaves, London, 10s.; J. Griffin, Birming-

ham, £3 14s.; P. Keeley, 4s.; Mr. Keating, 

London, £3; E. Singer, London, £ 4 ; P. 

Dooley, 7/6; F. Campbell, tendon, 2/6; Cen-

tral London Dance -Profits, £11 l is . 3d.; 

Dance Collection, London, £ 3 7s.; B. Fairley 

and Irish Lads in Napier's, £1; Mrs. Gaskell, 

Bebington, £ 1 is.; J . Murphy, Bournemcruth, 

9/10; Miss OLeary, £10 ; J . Woods, Honiton, 

Devon, £1 10s.; Packy Early, Chepstow, £1 ; 

Mr. I). N. Pritt, K.C., M.P., £3 ; R. P. McDer-

mott, Luton, £2 Is. Jd. ; M. Dillon, Richmond, 

2s.; I>. Thomas, J /6 ; R . Butler, Newark-on-

Trent, 1/6; B. Boyle, London, £1; J. Higgins, 

Wembley, £1 3s.; P. McCabe, London, £1 ; 

B. Fairley, London, 7/6; J . Holland, 10s.; W. 

FennHly, 276; B. Leslie, 5/8; Total, £65 7s. 

GET O N THE J O B NOV/ 

1 /WE 

guarantee to make Irish Freedom Fund 

a weekly monthly donation of . -. 
Name 

Address 

'Cross out sections which do not apply) 

Post to: Iri»h Freedom, Premfbr House, 150 
Southampton Row, W .C . I . 

Grasp Your Chance 

at Friday's DANCE 
M a x e l l 1 9 t h 

ALLENBY C L U B , 
HAND C O U R T , 
RED L I O N S T R E E T , 
H O L B O R N , L O N D O N . 

7-11P-m. . far 1/6 

' These ere grave days calling • 

for grave decision^. The dssiiny J 

or the common people hangs in 

the balance.'* 

D. N. Pritt, K.C., M.P., says 
T\/TY recent visit to Norther* Ireland served to remind me that 

the basic problems of the workers in 1943 are the same on 
either side of the water. We all want to destroy the Fascist er.-my, 
to establish.working-class unity, and to get rid of artificial frontiers 
—metaphorical or real—that divide one group of worke-s from 
another. We all have substantially the same problems of life. liberty, 
and production. Ajid we meet much the sanw obstacles to our pursuit 
of those objects. 

Of course, ! found many special aspects of ihe general problems. 
And the reaction of my Belfast comrades to n. •••t of tlicm were»pretty 
cle:ir and healthy, although I would like (o offer criticism t>n some 
points. 

As to the bol der, my friends were umler no Hlusions as to "ts :n(al 
utility in splitting the forces »f progress, and I shared their resent-
ment at the defection on such a field as that of Aid. Harry Midg'ey. 

On questions of production, I was pleased on the one hand to see ' 
a vigorous opposition to the muddle and inefficiency, and above all 
to the postponement of the war effort to pr.st-war considerations, which 
are to be traced to certain works; and on ihe other I was perturbed 
by the relative irresponsibility with which some sections of workers 
were prepared to enter on a strike. 

I t is not easy 10 learn that at this staje of history we must not 
strike just because employers behave with a folly or meanness that 
a-nyjn* to provocation; hut we must all learn it. And i t j s all the less 
easy when vour section of the country is run by a group of pecond-
rate politicians who have been in office for a period which would be 
far too long even for really good politicians, and are unable to put any 
drive into the public for the war-effort because they have no drive in 
themselves. ISir Dawson Bates has '"drive" in one sense: In his 
tle\oti(-n to duty he drove back and f<>;-th in a petroI-;'n'veri r ar between 
11is house in Portrush and his office in Belfast to the tune of 31,000 
miles in 12 months). 

I hr.d soi;ie very interesting meetings, --untie and private; J r.poke 
to a larre audience in the Crnsvenor Hall about Soviet Russia, to 
Trade Unionists about the Beveridgc Report and to • •iher people about 
other things. 

Mverywt-ere I found mo-'e prepress, mop* cot !:-Js!asTi. and more 
understanding of the situation ( I nn I expected; hut thw-c is sti'I a 
great deal to be done to make people understand the true nature of 
Fascism, the serious menace it is. and the g:\at effort needed to 
destroy it. 

^ F T E R ten years of c o n t i n u o u s power , tlie G o v e r n m e n t of Mr . De Va l e r a 

mus t aga in face a Gene r a l Elect ion before J u n e . By-elect ions in war-

t i m e Br i t a i n h ave been di f f icu l t enough , bu t a G e n e r a l E lec t ion in E i re 

a m i d s t unpa ra l l e l ed t r anspo r t diff icult ies, shor tage of paper , a n d the accom-

p a n y i n g d is loca t ion of bus iness , makes an e lect ion e x t r e m e l y d i f f i cu l t a t the 

p resen t m o m e n t . 

No single party wants it but failure to 
reach an agreed postponement, despite 
attempts to shelve the responsibility 
for contesting the polls, leaves Fianna 
Fai l no alternative but to ask for a 
further vote of confidence. The recent 
successes of Labour in the local govern-
ment elections may decide the Govern-
ment to face the electorate before 
Labour has time to organise an effective 
resistance. 

NO M A J O R ISSUE 

"\TO major issue divides the contes-
-L* tants. Ail are pledged to main-
tain Neutrality since the commence-
ment of the war. Public opinion sup-
ports this stand and none of the exist-
ing parties have offered an alternative 
policy. Mr. Cosgrave "dropped" Mr.. 
D i l lon who had the temerity to question 
the policy of Neutrality. 

Such political differences as exist re-
late to the means and method of con-
duct ing the country's internal policy 
arising from an economic situation con-
sequent upon neutrality. And that 
situation is more grave t han any which 
has previously faced Ireland. Super-
ficial attempts have been made to ex-
pla in the depression and means of al-
leviating it, but the political leaders 
steadily continue to propose remedies 
calculated to divert attent ion from the 
real solution. 

E C O N O M I C CRM5IS DEEPENS 
[ RELAND 'S acute economic crs is has 
-1 been increased because of her 
policy of Neutrality in the war. De-
pendent upon the importat ion from 
abroad of raw materials, coal, oil and 
feeding stuffs, Ireland's Industry is 
practically at a standstill . Despite 
colossal emigration which obscures the 
growth of unemployment, over 80,000 
are still workless. Remittances from 
emigrants abroad which were £600,000 
in 1939, rose to £2,600,000 in 1941 and 
are still going up. Class antagonisms 
have sharpened appreciably, resulting in 
the growing support of Labour. Further 
antagonism may be expected and in-
creased emigration to the North, if the 
Beveridge proposals are adopted by 
Brita in. In short, because of their at-
t i tude to the war the Twenty-Six 
Counties have been left to paddle their 
own economic canoe. . 

A N I N D E P E N D E N T P O L I C Y 

KE G A R D I N G the question of Neutrst-

lity, the stoutest defenders of in-
dependence sometimes reliquish their 
claim to independent analysis and 
act ion the moment neutral i ty is dis-
cussed and some of the more extreme 
sections unconsciously adopt the stand-
point tha t whatever Br i ta in does then 
I re land should do the opposite. Such a 
policy, as we have repeatedly stressed 
I, the negation of Independence. 

This is the second article by the 

Editor of "Irish Freedom," 

which this month deals with the 

forthcoming Elections 

I t is the voluntary abdication of the 
right of I re land to adopt an effective 
policy whether that policy coincides 
with Britain's or not. Mr. De Valera 
correctly made tha t independent stand 
at the League of Nations and now Ire-
land can and should make clear her 
own stand for Democracy and against 
Fascism apart from Britain's policy in 
world affairs. 

Whi le Ireland's neutrality is under-
stood, no one denies that majority 
opinion favours an Allied victory. But 
no single leader has yet publicly de-
clared against Fascism. Mr. De Valera 
has expressed his "Friendly Neutrality," 
but he refrains from implement ing that 
with any definite statement against 
Fascism. 

Such a lead from h im would have 
considerable support throughout the 
country arid materially improve the op-
portunities " for securing the much-
needed raw materials required for the 
revitalising of I r ish industry. 

Objections may arise frorti certain 
sections of extreme Nationalist and 
Clerical opinion. Bu t the crs i s facing 
Ireland to-day will not be solved by 
pandering to outmoded sections who 
live in the past or to those in h igh 
places whose political affiliations, influ-
enced by their religious beliefs, are 
closer to the enemies of democracy. 

L A B O U R M U S T LEAD 

I T ERE is where Labour and the trade 
unions mus t lead. Their duty to 

the class they represent requires them 
to declare publicly their condemnat ion 
of Fascism, the enemy of the working 
class throughout the world. Whatever 
the t imidi ty of its leaders—avoidance 
of "class" and so-called "controversial" 
Issues—It is difficult to believe t ha t In-
dividual Labour and other candidates 
can refrain f rom ' publicly condemning 
Fascism, thus allgning'themiselves wi th 
the cause of Laboun throughout the 
world. 

L A B O U R 8 F I G H T 

LA B O U R Is l ight ing the elections on 
a programme of Social Reconstruc-

tion which, when analysed, Includes a 
number of piqgressire reforms a n d a 
policy of credit expansion. No a t tempt 
has been made' to introduce "class" 
politics. Socialism la confined to per-
orations only and Neutrality i f sup-

OPLE 
ported to the hilt. I n all, a safe, un-
controversinl platform a imed at obtain-
ing support from those sections of the 
working and middle classes hardest hit 
by unemployment, h i gh prices and 
burdens of the war. 

Intensive preparations are being 
made to parallel the recent Labour vic-
tories in the local government elections, 
but organisation, apart from the larger 

' towns, still leaves room for improve-
ment even where it exists a t all . Con-
siderable support has been won for the 
Mil l ion Shil l ing Election Fund and 
strenuous attempts are being made to 
ma i n t a i n a unity imperilled by Labour's 
refusal to accept the electloy candidates 
of the Worker's Union, Messrs. J . Lar-
kin. Senior and Junior , and by the 
recent expulsion of Owen Sheffington. 

Extreme Rights and Lefts attempted 
to force this issue but fortunately the 
uni ty of the movement was mainta ined 
enabl ing Labour to face the elections 
as a cohesive force. 

C O A L I T I O N G O V E R N M E N T ? 

WI D E S P R E A D discussion h a s cen-
tred round the quest ion of a 

Coal i t ion ^Government. Mr. Cosgrave, 
F ine Gael , declares tha t given a 
ma jor i ty for his party, he would form 
a Government " command ing nat iona l 
rather t han party adherence." This 
is regarded as an inv i ta t ion to the 
Farmers ' Party to back Mr . Cosgrave's 
side. Mr . Lemass, for the Government , 
prefaces his appeal by declar ing Fine 
Gael will not compromise on its policy 
"bu t welcome the support of al l sec-
tions and individuals • irrespective of 
past affil iation," which. Is a very long 
spoon offered by a party dec lar ing it-
self confident of a major i ty . Labour, 
ma in t a i n i ng the spotless pur i ty of a ' 
class party without a class policy, re-
fuses Coal i t ion of any kind. 

Coalit ion Government could uni te 
warring sections In the economic and 
political field which have been bitter 
enemies since the Civil Wa r , a n d en-
able I re land to face, i n un i ty , the 
speedy settlement of problems so im-
perative to Ireland's welfare. Bu t tha 
question must be asked—Coalition for 
whatT 

Br i ta in In crisis i n 1931 formed her 
Nat iona l Coalit ion Government osten-
sibly to solve the crisis, a n d then pro-
ceeded to place still greater burdens 
upon the backs of the workers. 

W i t hou t Labour representation Ire-
land may try to do the same. W i t h 
Labour inside, fighting for a policy of 
easing the burdens of tha common 
people, t ha t possibility Is Infinitely 
smaller a n d participation on a f ight ing 
basis can only strengthen the cause of 
Labour i n the hearts at the people. 
Fai lure to respond to these oppor-
tunities I n t ime of crisis would reveal a 
lamentable lack of statesmanship a n d 
considerably retard the sweeping ad-
vancement of Labour. 

These are grave days cal l ing for 
grave decisions. The destinies o f the 
common people; the lndependaace o* 
smal l nat ions, all h ang in the balance. 
Bu t t he I r ish people, wi th a horltege 
of demoOmcy, wil l face these difficulties 

' and surmount 



I R I S H F R E E D O M February 1943 

Dear Editor... 
r P H E paper this mon th is a treat. The 

1 front page is 100 per cent. O'Casey's 

ba l lad and his article on the low-browed 

high-brows on the Irish censorship were 

t - x c / l e n u 

1 / : 's h a w more O Casey. The t ime is 

o p p i i t u n e ^r.d condii 'ons are favourable 

for Sean's rapid lire armour-piercing pen 

to 0. -molish some of Dublin's " l i t t le tin 

gous." and their hundred and ten com-

mandments . 
B. BARR, B i rmingham. 
# * 

A P E W months ago I began selling 

- * -Ir ish Freedom" in Oxford. The first 

m o n t h I sold six copies. I can now sell 

seven to eight dozen a month if procur-

able. Last month I ordered seven dozen 

and sold them with in two days. This 

m o n t h I ordered eight dozen. 

I a m making contact with quite a num-

ber of interested Ir ishmen locally, em-

ployed in the factories and on out lying 

bui ld ing contracts where I have arranged 

for some of tnd men to take a dozen or 

more for redistribution to their mates. 

I a m pleased I took up the sale of this 

paper because X find the paper sells well 

to others besides Irishmen. I n fact two 

fellow countrymen of mine have arranged 

wi th me for delivery for redistribution of 

two dozen copies each per month . I 

should also like informat ion regarding 

good political pamphlets giving views on 

I re land which more Irish should know. 

I a m th inking of holding a meeting on 

" I r i sh affairs" in the near future. Can 

we have a prominent Irish speaker down 

here should this prove possible? 

Wish ing you and the paper a success-

ful 1943. 
G W Y N DAVIES, Oxford. 

Told To Get Work 
Patr ick Casey, a powerfully bui l t Ir ish 

1 wrestler of Hatherley Court, London. W.2, 

who was before the Court on a means in-

quiry warrant for fail ing to pay £275, bal-

ance of £400 fines and 15 guineas costs, 

imposed in November for selling intoxi-

cat ing liquor without a licence at a Bays-

water club, told Mi-. Ivan Snell t h a t he 

could not work through an injury and was 

only receiving £100 a year from a rented 

farm. 

"Not Representative 
of Ireland" 

T R I S H F R E E D O M " has received a 

signed report from a responsible 

member of a group of persons operating 

in B i rm i ngham under the name of Ir ish 

Citizen's Union. The report describing 

personal differences of opinion which have 

further spfit this group alleges, wha t the 

writer describes as, "a scandal arising from 

the fa i lure of the Handsworth and Edgbas-

ton Groups to pay £40 collected for one of 

their members," £20 10s. only having been 

paid over. "We th ink , " continues the re-

port, " i t is t ime such people (who have now 

adopted ano the r title) ceased to pretend to 

represent Ir ish interests in the city of 

B i rm i ngham . " 

W e can sympathise with those who, sin-

cerely desirous of assisting the I r i sh in 

Br i ta in , see their efforts vitiated by per-

sons who may frequently use unscrupu-

lously the cause of Ireland as a cover for 

their egotism, vanity and personal ad-

vancement. The Irish cause in Br i ta in 

has frequently been disgraced by such. 

This can best be avoided where there is 

an organisation, such as the Connelly 

Club, nation-wide in character, with a de-

clared policy, democratically created by its 

members in National Conference, a n d a 

voluntary discipline in adhering to its de-

cisions which, subordinating all personal 

likes and dislikes of individuals to the good 

of Ire land's cause, has earned the leader-

ship of Ireland's sons in Britain. 

Those earnestly desirous of advancing 

that cause are welcome in the Connolly 

Club, whose B i rmingham Secretary is Mr. 

J. Griffin, 12, Barker Street, LOzells, 

B i rm ingham. 

Eixtondtntj the Flax Industry. W i t h a 

view to establishing a cordage and net-

mak ing industry in association with flax 

mills at Courthill. Killala. Mayo Voca-

tional Commit tee decided to appo in t an 

instructor in flax-spinning at, Ba l l ina 

School. 

CALL for UNITY 
From our Dublin Correspondent 

° T J H E recent dec is ions of the 

• D u b l i n Cons t i t uenc i es Con-

f e r en ce of t he L a b o u r P a r t y 

h a v e led to m u c h discussion 

b o t h inside a n d ou ts ide t he 

L a b o u r m o v e m e n t . The Confer-

ence was c onvened to choose 

c and i d a t e s for t he f o r t h c o m i n g 

D a i l e lect ions. As in t he case of 

o t h e r branch nom inees , a ! ! t he 

n o m i n e e s of the C e n t r a l B r a n ch , 

t h e largest a n d most ac t ive 

b r a n c h in D u b l i n , w e r e re jected 

b y t he Con fe rence . The list in-

c l u d e d Counc i l l o r J a m e s L a r k i n 

a n d A l d e r m a n B a r n e y C o n w a y . 

This extraordinary decision is 
clearly detrimental to the Labour 
Party's electoral chances in Dublin. 
And this must be realised even by 
those who Toted against Larkin and 
Conway. J im Larkin, as past elec-
tions have shown, can poll more votes 
in Dublin than any other Labour man, 
while, at the recent local government 
elections, Barney Conway topped the 
poll in Ills constituency and was 
elected Alderman. 

The reason for this refusal to put 
forward the most acceptable and 
popular candidates is to be found in 
the composition of the Conference. 
Although the individual membership 
and branch movement is the life-blood 
of the Party, only 39 out of 192 dele-
gates present were from Labour 
Party branches. The remaining 153 
were delegates from trade unions, 
while of these 100 delegates were from 
two unions alone, the Irish Transport 
and General Workers and the Vint-
ners. Had they so desired, the 
I.T.G.W.U., who pay to the Labour 
Party an affiliation fee covering all 
their members, could have sent no less 
than 800 delegates. As it was, how-
ever, with the Vintners tliey had a 
very comfortable working majority. 

Active Labour Party workers were 
thus faced with the selection of can-
didates being in the hands of one 
union—many of whose delegates had 
joined the Labour Party only a few 
weeks previously—which has taken no 
part in the day-to-day work of the 
Labour Party and which, in fact, stood 
aside from the local elections, contri-
buting neither candidates, electoral 
workers, nor financial support. 

From various parts of Ireland re-
ports have reached Dublin evidencing 
the concern of both Labour Party 

members and public at the results of 
the Conference. At the moment of 
writing, prospects for the Labour 
movement are undoubtedly grave. 
Anti-Labour forces are -already harp-
ing on "internal strife" in the Labour 
Party. 

This crisis has raised once again the 
whole question of affiliation to, and 
representation in, the Labour Party. It 
is clearly anomalous for one large 
trade union, which between elections 
—and sometimes not even then—takes 
little or no part in the Party's politi-
cal work, to be in a position to dictate 
policy to the entire political branch 
movement which carries on the con-
stant organisational, electoral, and 
propaganda work of the Party. Here 
indeed is the payer of the' piper call-
ing the tune. 

What, then, is necessary to save the 
situation? Obviously the basic ques-
tion of affiliation and representation 
will have to be discussed and settled 
at some future date. 15ut this cannot 
be done in t ime to avert immediate 
dangers. So far, the Administrative 
Council of the Labour Party has 
neither accepted nor overridden the 
decisions of the Conference. The lat-
ter they have power to do. And this 
is what they MUST do, if Litbour is 
not to go to the country with a 
weakened panel of candidates and a 
weakened electoral machine. 

The fainthearts who have thrown in 
the sponge are merely quitting the field 
following a momentary reverSe. The 
majority of Dublin branches, it is 
good to note, have not allowed them-
sdves to be provoked into a split, but 
have raised the matter sharply with 
the Administrative Council, demand-
ing by resolution and otherwise that 
the Party leadership, facing up to its 
political responsibilities, insists on 
Dublin putt ing forward its best can-
didates, so preserving unity of the 
movement. Members of the Central 
Branch, to which Larkin and Conway 
belong, have taken a leading part in 
this. 

A deputation, representative of Dub-
lin Labour Party branches, has been 
received by both W. Norton, T.D., 
leader of t he , Parliamentary Party, 
and by the Administrative Council. 

The question is one, not only of in-
ternal and local significance, but of 
importance in the light of larger world 
issues. Unity of the Irish people in 
the present war situation can well de-
cide the future of our land. And the 
keystone to the arch of national unity 
is working-class unity. s 

JOIN THE 

CONNOLLY CLUB 
W R I T E TO US F O R DETA ILS 

M U R P H Y I I 
IS DEAD 
DR. L O M B A R D M U R P H Y , the Dubl in 

newspaper magnate, died last month. 

He was head of the ' Independent" and 

allied newspapers; the Dub l i n Transport 

Company; a director of the Great 

Southern Rai lway and the Bank of Ire-

land, and , unt i l lately, held the chief 

interest in Messrs. Clery and Co., Dublin, 

together w i th minor commercial interests 

in Munster, in the insurance business, etc. 

The M u r p h y interests have grown over 

a period of 50 years, and show, the strides 

which monopoly capital has made in the 

three Southern provinces, and how the 

new capital ist class has become merged 

with the o ld financial oligarchy, the bank-

ing fraternity. 

The par t played by Lombard Murphy 

and his father, Wi l l iam Mar t i n Murphy, 

notorious for his part in the famous 1913 

strike, was a sinister one, alike in nat ional 

politics and social affairs. 

I n the struggle of the Dub l in workers 

to organise in trade unions and attain 

something akin to civilised standards of 

living, Mar t i n Murphy proved himself an 

implacable foe. He organised the entire 

employing class in opposition to the 

workers, and got the armed forces of the 

State unloosed on the striking demon-

strators. The clamour of the Murphy 

Press—the "Independent'.' a nd the "Irish 

Catholic"—played no small part in having 

Connolly executed in 1916. 

Lombard Murphy "lived by .his father's 

reputation. His newspapers were the or-

ganisers of pogroms against the revolu-

tionary workers, and excelled themselves 

in the foulness of their propaganda 

against the democratic cause dur ing the 

war in Spa im 

Liberation from the yoke of monopoly 

captial, as represented by the Murphys, is 

the u l t imate task facing Ir ish labour. 

S .M . 

Case For 
Travel Warrant 
r p H I S is the story of an I r i shman who 

J- arrived i n Eng land in July, 1939. He 

worked in the building trade bu i ld ing 

milit ia camps. I n June of the next year, 

he started work in the Ford Motor Co. 

After one year's work, he applied for re-

lease but was refused. Wen t to I re land 

for holiday, returned, and negotiated wi th 

the Ministry of Labour for lodging allow-

ance. I n t he spring of 1942 he was 

granted the usua l 24s. 6d. per week. This 

was cancelled i n August of the same year 

on the grounds tha t he was no t trans-

ferred by the Ministry of Labour. This, 

he claims, c anno t be so, because it was 

the Ministry's order which prevented h im 

returning home. 

Workers who came to England dur ing the 

Munich year ' in the expectation of f inding 

work and commenced work withoQt being 

actually transferred, do not get the allow-

ance. neither are they entitled to the free 

travel warrant which would carry them 

home to their wives and children twice 

yearly. 

Also workers who were in Eng land be-

fore the war a nd carried on consistently 

through the war are not entitled to the 

lodging al lowance, whereas, those who re-

turned home before the releases were 

necessary, and this was well into the war 

period, could return again and become en-

titled to the lodging allowance, plus free 

travel warrant twice' yearly. 

This is a case of a married m a n with 

three chi ldren and wife in Ireland. The 

shipping company cannot find space to 

move homos to this country; he cannot 

return home; gets no lodging allowance, 

or free travel warrant, and Is charged the 

same income-tax as though his fami ly 

were here. 

Stay Down Strike 
At Castlecomer 

r 1 1HE 2G0 miners employed in the Wolf-

-L hill, Laoighis and Rossmore, Co. Car-

low, coal mines have gone on strike m 

sympathy with the Castlecomer miners, 

who struck work for increased bonu.;. 

The Castlecomer miners have completed 

several days of their stay-down protest. 

News of this development reached 

Castlscomer. and the men, at a mass 

meeting, held at the base of the .mine , 

passed a resolution asking the Minister 

for Industry and Commerce to visit 

Castlecomer to discuss their case. 

The output of the Wolfhi l l a n d Ross-

more mines—over 200 tons a week—is 

small in comparison with that of Castle-

comer, which is 400 tons a day. B u t the 

extension of the dispute means t ha t most 

of the working coal mines in the Twenty-

Six Counties are out of production. 

Although, due to the co-operation of the 

townspeople and shopkeepers of Castle-

comer, the food position for the miners 

has been greatly improved, illness is still 

prevalent among them. 

One of the miners was taken up in a 

semi-conscious condition but he re-

covered. 

The Rev. P. Moore, P.P., Clough. and 

the Rev. M. Murphy . C.C. Mooneenroe. 

went down the mine to speak to the 

strikers but the strikers still remain in 

the mine. 

REFUSED ELECTION LEAVE • 
" l /TR. R . J . C O N N O L L Y (son of James 

-"-l- Connolly), general election Labour 

candidate, who is a teacher in Bray Voca-

tional Education Schools, asked the com-

mittee for leave to be absent for not more 

t han a mon th to work up his constituency. 

Mr. Connolly also asked the committee 

to consider, in the event of his election, 

the appointment of a substitute, when he 

would be absent from school duties. 

Mr. Connolly has been invited by the 

Connolly Club to speak at its Easter meet-

ing in London, a n d he awaits he neces-

sary permits. 

Y O U C A N B U Y 

Irish Freedom' 
H E R E 

Mr. J . L a r k i n , J u n i o r , is expected in 

London on February. 27th to speak also for 

the Connol ly C lub . Wa tch for details. 
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N O R T H A M P T O N PeopV's Bookshop. 1,3', Weill!!'-'. 
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R E A D I N G People's Bookshop. 83 London Slreet. 
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W E W I L L POST T O I R E L A N D . Readers wt.-lt 

ing to w n d " I r i sh Freedom" to It tend- n Ire 

land should send m name nnd address in Ireland 

and cash at Hie rate of 3/- per year. A permit if 
necessary, hut as wo have lieen granted 

oxilee are advised to make use of our service 
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S a i d 
C o n n o l l y 
YOU unite industrially: HII.V, then, 

do you divide politically .' You 
unite against the bosses in strikes and 
loch-ouls, and then you foolishly divide 
when you go to the ballot-box. Why 
not uiute at the ballot-box as you unite 
in the workshop'.' Why not show the 
same unity on the political lield as 
you do 011 the industrial battlefield? 

At first blush this looks to be an 
exceedingly apt and forcible form of 
appeal to our fellow-workers, but when 
examined more attentively it will be 
seen that in view of the tacts of our 
industrial warfare this appeal is based 
upon a flagrant mis-statement of 
facts. The real truth is that the 
workers do not unite industrially, but 
on the contrary are most hopelessly 
divided on the industrial^ field, and 
that their division and eo'nfusion on 
the political field are the direct result 
of their division and confusion on the 
industrial field. It would be easy to 
prove that even our most loyal trade 
unionists habitually play the game of 
the capitalist class on the industrial 
field just as surely as the Liberal and 
Conservative workers do it on the poli-
tical field. Let us examine the situa-
tion on the industrial field and see if 
it justifies the claim that economically 
the workers are united, or if it justi-
fies tlie contention I make that the 
division of the workers on the political 
field is but the reflex of the confused 
ideas derived from the practice of the 
workers in strikes and lock-outs. 

Recently we had a great strike of 
the workers. The Company had the 
usual recourse to scabs, and sought 
to man the trains with those profes-
sional traitors to their class. The 
number of scabs was large, but small 
in proportion to the men on strike, yet 
the strike was broken. I t was not the 
scabs, however, who turned the scale 
against the strikers in favour of the 
masters. That service U> capital was 
performed by food union men with 
union cards in their pockets. These 
men were the engineers in the power-
houses which supplied the electric 
power to run the cars, and without 
whom all the scabs combined could 
not have run a single trip. A scab is 
a vile creature, but what shall we say 
of the men who helped the scab to 
commit his act of treason? The law 
says that an accessory before the fact 
is equally guilty of a crime with the 
actual criminal. What, then, are the 
trade unionists who supplied the 
power to scabs to help them break a 
strike? 

They were unconsciously being com-
pelled by their false system of organi-
sation to betray their struggling 
brothers. Was this unity on the in-
dustrial field? And is it any wonder 
that the men accustomed to so scab 
upon their fellow-workers in a labour 
struggle should also scab it upon their 
class in a political struggle? Is it not 
rather common sense to expect that 
the recognition of the necessity for 
concerted common action of all 
workers against the capitalist enemy 
in the industrial battle-ground must 
precede the realisation of the wisdom 
of common action as a class on the 
political battlefield? The men who 
are taught that it is all right to con-
tinue working for a capitalist against 
whom their shop mates of a different 
craft are on strike are not likely to see 
any harm in continuing to vote for a 
capitalist nominee at the polls even 
when he is opposed by the candidate 
of a Labour organisation. Political 
scabbery: it is its legitimate offspring. 

Instances of this industrial disunion 
could be cited indefinitely. Can men 
who are trained and taught lo believe 
that sdeh a course of conduct is right 
and proper be expected to realise the 
oneness of the interests of the working 
class as a whole against the capitalist 
class as a whole, and vote and act ac-
cordingly? In short, can their field 
of vision be so extensive that it can 
see the brotherhood of all men. and 
yet so restricted that it can see no 
harm in a brother labour organisation 
in their own Industry being beaten to 
death by capital. 

C A H I R HEALY ELECTED TO 

F E R M A N A G H COUNTY COUNCIL 

Mr. Cah i r Healy, M.P., has been elected 

the representative for Enniski l len urban 

area on Fermanagh County Council . 

W H E N I N I R E L A N D , V I S I T — 

New Books, 

16a Pearse Street, Dubl in . 

Internat ional Book Shop, 

20 Church Lane, Belfast. 

I.R.A. MEN BREAK 
BELFAST JAIL 

" f H H g r G a t e s t man-hun t in t he cheque red h i s t o ry of the S ix C o u n t i e s is in 

progress for H u g h M ' A t e e r , 26-year-old Chief-of-Stcff of t h e Srish 

H e p u b l i c a n A r m y , and three others , w h o m a d e an audac ious b r e a k f r om 

•-•eliast Jail. 

j )OL ICE aimed with "tommy-guns," 
"B" Specials and Home Guards 

are ranging Belfast and scouring farm-
steads, lonely glens and bleak moun-
tain sides throughout the Six Counties 
in their search. Hundreds of houses 
have been raided in the Nationalist 
area of Belfast. In towns and villages 
police are checking up, as well as stop-
ping and searching cars along the 
roads. 

The Six-County Government has an-
nounced that a reward of £3,000 is 
offered for information leading to the 
capture of the four men. Thousands 
of full-face and profile photographs of 
them have also been circulated. 

THE ESCAPED MEN 
HUGH M'ATEER, of Derry (26>, Chief 

of Staff of the I.R.A., sentenced to 15 
years' penal servitude on November 
24th last for treason felony; 

PATR ICK DONNELLY, of Portadown 
(21). labourer, sentenced to 10 years' 
penal servitude and 12 strokes of the 
"cat" on November 23rd, 1940, for at-
tempted murder and possession of fire-
arms ; 

JAMES STEEL, of Belfast (34), labourer, 
sentenced to 10 years' penal servitude 
on February 26th, 1941, for unlawful 
possession of explosives; and 

E D W A R D MAGUIRE, of Belfast (311, 
slater, sentenced to six years' penal 
servitude on July 26th, 1940, for rob-
bery with violence. 

OFFALY MURDER 

ANTRIM APPEAL 
Several places in the An t r im district 

have now been visited by the Labour can-

didate, R . Getgood, i n his election cam-

paign. A n open-air meeting was held in 

Antr im town, and meetings i n Randals-

town and Muckamore Orange Hal ls were 

well attended by many who heard the 

policy of the Labour movement for the 

first time. I n spite of the disruptionist 

policy of Midgley, more and more people 

are becoming to realise that Labour must 

win this seat in order to ensure improved 

social conditions. 

The candidate is inclined to forget at 

times t ha t he is speaking as a representa-

tive of the Labour movement, a n d not 

merely as a trade union organiser, for he 

docs not pay enough attention to the smal l 

farmers, f a rm labourers and nat ional is t 

sections of the people. 

19,000 
Unemployed 
in the North 

f \ ESP ITE constant promises of employ-

ment in tile war industries in the 

North there are 19,063 unemployed on 

the books. This is 2,6J9 more than a 

year ago despite the need for greater 

employment advanced by leading 

ministers. 

S L A C K N E S S and loss of working hours 

among the men are constantly con-

demned, but it is clear that with the 

marked absence of initiative demon-

trated by the Government, such com-

plaints to the men will be ineffective. 

Engineering employers have advertised 

the fact that key men, equipment and 

factories are available, all they wait 

for is contracts. 
r P H E trade unions are pressing the 

-L Government to solve this problem im-

mediately. 

TRIAL 
Green Street Courthouse, Dubl in, was 

kept locked to prevent overcrowding, when 

the second week of the Offaly murder 

trial commenced, with a continuation of 

evidence, before Mr. Justice Mar t i n 

Maguire a nd a jury. 

Bernard K i rwan (35), farmer's son, 

Bal l inc loghan, Rahan , Tullamore, is 

charged w i th the murder of his brother, 

Laurence (31), farmer, on November 22nd, 

1941. 

M.P.'S DEPUTATION 
The deputat ion of M.P.s will interview 

the Minister of Supply shortly to demand 

the return of the "Workers' Week ly" for 

Irish workers. Their efforts will be sup-

ported by al l organisations in Ire land. 

Welcome news is the resolution of the 

Central Y o u t h Section of the N.I . Labour 

Party, cal l ing for the granting of the per-

mi t to the Editorial Board. 

Other branches of the Labour Party are 

following this lead. 

Were you there at Easter Week? 
Readers are asked to send in their own 

or their friends' reminiscences of 

Easter Week in Ireland, 1916. The best 

contributions will be published in our 

April Easter Special, of which supplies 

should be ordered now. Order your 

supply of Easter lilies at the same time. 

R.U.C. Seize Catt le—Fourteen catt le 

valued at £375 were seized by R.U.C. at 

Belcoo, Co. Fermanagh, on suspicion of 

having been smuggled. 

BACK-BENCHfREVOLT IN STORMONT 
A SENSATION was caused in Partitionist circles in Belfast last week by 

* * the news that a number of the Orange backbencher M.P.s had decided 
to take action to remove the Prime Minister and some of his colleagues, most 
of whom have held office since the setting up of the puppet state in 1920. 

A GREAT deal of "hush-hush" surrounds 

the move, and those concerned have 

informed Press enquirers that they are 

"pledged to secrecy." One member stated: 

"This time the back-benchers really mean 

business. Never was there anything like it 

before, and I cannot see the Prime Minister 

surviving it." For a considerable time past 

there has been criticism even in Partitionist 

circles of the incompetence of the Stormont 

Ministers, particularly with regard to the 

organisation of industrial and man-power, 

and the failure to deal even with existing 

opportunities with the unemployment prob-

lem. 

The British Government is notoriously re-
luctant to interfere in Six County matters 
lest it might set a precedent for invoking its 
interference openly to combat the persecu-
tion of tile minority which it is constitu-
tionally bound to protect. The widespread 
criticism of the "Cabinet" which exists in 
the occupied area together with the defeat 
of the official Partitionist in two important 
by-elections has given the Orange back-
benchers the opportunity of demanding a 
"shake-up" and of pressing their own claims 
to office. 

The Partitionist representatives in the Six-
County House of Commons number 38. Of 
these, 18 hold office in the Government. 
There arc at the most 16 or 17 members 
who do not hold offices of profit. At the 
meeting held to consider action "to shake up 
the Cabinet," the attendance of M.P.s num-
bered thirteen. 

A meeting of the revolting back-bcnchcrs 
was held at the Partitionist Party Office in 
Belfast on the 15th inst. Those present num-
bered 16. The Prime Minister called at the 
offlcc while the meeting was In progress. 
After a two-hours watt in an ante-room, he 
was admitted to the caucus meeting. A 
statement was Issued in the now trite for-
mula that "a full and friendly discussion 
had resulted." Asked for his views after 
the meeting, Mr. Andrews, the "Prime Min-
ister," stated: " I don't look very worried— 
do I? I keep smiling all the Ume." 

It is learned that a decision was made to 
refer the dispute to the meeting of the 
"Ulster Unionist Council," which is to take 
place in March. I n other words, both sides 
to the controversy have decided to leave the 
matter to the decision of the Orange Lodges. 
If these decide that Andrews and his clique 
must go, go they will. In this event the Six 
Counties will lose the distinction of having 
the eldest Government in Europe and will 
have the refreshing experience of banishing 
Tweedledum in favour of Twcedledee. 

"HOME TO HIS 
MOUNTAINS" 

THE use of official cars for journeys be-
tween home and office is criticised by the 

Northern Ireland Select Committee on Pub-
lic Accounts in ' their reports for 1940-41. 

Because of the urgent need for the utmost 
economy in the consumption of petrol, the 
Committee, It Is stated, obtained returns of 
the mileage and running expenses of the cars 
used by the Minister of Home Affairs, the 
Inspector-General of the R.U.C. and the staff 
officer of the Special Constabulary for the 
year ended March 31st, 1942. 

The figures, the committre state, were: 
Minister of Hcjme Affairs—Total mileage 
39,045; mileage between home and office 
31,342, being 80 per cent, of the total; total 
running expenses. £257 5s. 7d. 

"We are extremely doubtful whether, in 
the present emergency, the use of these cars 
for transport between home and office can 
be justified, particularly In the cane of the 
Minister of Home Affair*, whose mlltnffe for 
the year in quwUon between. Belfast and his 
home In Portrush amounted to no tens t han 
31,342 miles. Ministers and officials should 
Bet a good example, and we are strongly of 
opinion that, If on careful consideration a 
car Is still thought necesiiary In any of these 
cases, a 10 h.p. would meet all reasonable 
requirements and effect a substantial saving. 
In petrol and upkeep." 

Expulsion of 
Midgley 

T H E Six-County Labour Party Executive 
-L Committee has expelled Mr. Harry 
Midgley, M.P., former chairman, who an-
nounced his resignation from the Party fol-
lowing the election of Mr. J . Beattie, M.P., 
as leader of the Party at Stormont. 

Both expulsions were unanimous. I t was 
stated that Mr. Midgley had not sent any 
official intimation of his resignation. 

A statement after the meeting said that 
Mr. Midgley was expelled for a violation of 
the constitution. He had failed to comply 
with the decision of the Parliamentary 
Labour Committee which was to await the 
decision of the Executive Committee in re-
gard to a dispute. 

The Central Labour Party and Wast Bel-
fast Labour Party have approved the Execu-
tive's action. North Belfast Labour Party 
of which Mr. Midgley is a member decided 
by 34 votes to 16 to disaffiliate from the 
Party. 

Two Die in Belfast 
Fire 

Two old age pensioners lost ttieir lives, 

and four other people, including an inval id , 

were rescued, when a fire occurred a t a 

lodging-house a t 11 Wh i t l a Street, Belfast. 

The dead are: James O'Neill and George 

Young, one of whom is believed to have 

been a nat ive of Aberdeen. Rescued: 

James M^lgrew, Miss Esther Mulgrew, 

Miss Carter, a n invalid, and R a y m o n d 

Goodall, aged four. 

O'Neill a nd "Young were in bed when 

the fire, wh ich originated in the kitchen, 

spread to the rooms upstairs. The four 

other occupants were carried to safety ;by 

Alexander Rob inson ("Buck Alex"), fcfie 

Belfast wrestler. 

Robinson, who saw the fl&mes from the 

street, rushed i n t o the house and suc-

ceeded in grop ing his way up the stairs, 

through smoke, to the four people who 

were trapped in their rooms. One by one 

he carried t hem wi th the help of firemen, 

to the street below. 

Robinson also recovered the bodies of 

O'Neill and Young . 

M A Y O M E N N O T M A R R Y I N G 
The marr iage rate In Mayo was decreas-

ing and the age composition of the people 

there was older in 1936 than before, said 

Prof. Johnston, speaking a t the Stat ist ical 

and Social I nqu i ry Society of Ireland i n 

Dublin. 

A G R E E M E N T S have b e e n 
reached with all wholesalers 

throughout Britain to handle 
" IRISH FREEDOM." We appeal 
to our readers to assist us by or-
dering their coptes through their 
respective newsagent or book-
stall. • 

Should any of our readers ex-
perience difficulty, in obtaining 
their copies through these chan-
nels, we ask them to persevere, 
showing the newsagent this an-
nouncement. 

If, despite that, any reader is 
not satisfied; please write to us 
giving the name and address o f ' 
the newsagent 

Messrs. Eason's, Fire, will supply 

orders upon request to any of their 

agents In the 26 Counties. 
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MODELS and the 
MODELLED 
k j J R . H E R B E R T M O R R I S O N , Brit ish 

Heme Secretary and member of 

the Wa r Cabinet, recentiy del ivered a 

homi ly upon the Empire, wh ich he de-

clared to be a "Model to the Wo r l d . " 

Referr ing to -Eire's neutra l i ty as an 

example of the "freedom and indepen-

dence" w i th i n the Empire , he con-

cluded that Eire's decision added 

" l i t t le advantage to her reputa t ion . " 

Mr . Morr ison forgot to add that Eire 

acted upon her fundamenta l r ights as 

an independent nation, and in conse-

quence had to battle against Br i ta in 's 

economic blockade. 

W i t h the gerrymander ing of the 

constituencies in the North of I re land 

(the extension of whose " P a r l i a m e n t " 

Mr . Morr ison recently supported at 

Westmins ter ) ; with the supersession 

of Br i ta in 's own representatives there, 

and w i th the operation of the Coercion 

Acts before his eyes, Mr . Morr ison 

c la imed that wi th in the Emp i re Br i ta in 

had " l a id the foundat ions of a good 

system of law and admin is t ra t ion . " 

" I N D I A , " continued Mr . Morr ison, 

' " a f t e r the war, could have self-

government for the tak ing . " Self-

government , please note, not complete 

independence. Meanwhi le , India 's 

democrat ic leaders are jai led and her 

editors vo luntar i ly suspend publica-

tion of one hundred and fifty news-

papers as a protest against censorship. 

So enamoured became Mr . Morr ison 

wi th his deliberately chosen t heme 

that he advocated the Emp i r e as a 

model for world development af ter 

the war . W e resist the tempta t ion to 

ask upon what specific ach ievements 

such a suggestion was made. 

SE V E R A L solutions of the Emp i re 

" p r ob l em" are now being ad-

vanced. There is the "Have and Ho l d " 

school ; the supporters of the At lan t i c 

Cha r t e r ; the "Mode l " Empire bui lders 

and the American Empire visionaries 

represented by Mr. Luce, whose gaze 

is now hynot ical ly fixed upon Dakar . 

Nor can we overlook that section of 

industr ia l ists in Eire who base their 

"hopes upon a continued part ic ipat ion 

in markets controlled by Br i ta in 

w i th i n her 'Empire . This section inter-

prets " f reedom and independence" as 

freedom to trade and exploit and 

no th ing else. Most of these groups 

overlook the most important factor in 

the sett lement of this quest ion—the 

desires and wi l l of the subject peoples 

themselves. 

K I O T H I N G is more certain than that 

the victory over Fascism w i l l be 

delayed the longer the peoples w i t h i n 

the Emp i re are denied their own 

freedom. 

Gran ted t ha t r t hey can then collab-

orate fu l ly and voluntar i ly if they 

wish in the struggle against Fascism. 

W h e n victory is won, Empires and the 

oppression which accompanied them 

wi l l have .no place in the New Wor l d , 

whose fashioning wil l be assisted by a 

nat ion w h o long ago freed its own 

subject peoples, thus setting an ex-

amp le to the world. 

B R I T A I N ' S fai lure to fo l low this 

® example largely contr ibuted to 

Eire's decision regarding neutra l i ty . 

WORLD COMMENT 
.ii in nun in mm MIIII IIIIII nun HiiiiiiiiH IIIIII linn By Desmond Greaves 

CONNOLLY CLUB 

JAMES LARKIN 
(Dublin) 

P. D O O L E Y D. G R E A V E S 

SPEAK AT 

H O L B O R N H A L L — L O N D O N 

S U N D A Y , FEB. 2«th, 3.30 p .m. 

Tickets - Sixpence 

A V A R is a political method and not an 

* * end in itself. There can be no mili-

tary considerations which are "above 

politics": nothing "non- controversial" 

which can be "left to the experts." If 

confusion arises in the realm of political 

aims, it will reproduce itself in military 

counsels, just as mixed drinks will lead 

to a headache. • 

Look at the war fronts. Is the glaring 

contrast between East and West any-

thing but a complete proof <ftfth>5 fact? 

The Russians have stated Tfieir aims 

plainly and concisely; to drive the bar-

barians off their soil; to bring down Ger-

many's government, though to preserve 

her existence as a state; to wipe out the 

Fascist army, but not to destroy the Ger-

man people; to free the imprisoned 

nations and to punish the Nazi criminals. 

Clarity of aim gives clarity of method. 

The tenacity of the Russian defence is 

only matched by the vigour of their 

attack. From the West they received 

sympathy in misfortune, as now they re-

ceive admiration in success. There have 

been many congratulatory messages, but 

a lack of that sincerest form of flattery—• 

imitation. 

A NEW STAGE? 
r]iHE Churchill-Roosevelt meeting at 

-L Casablanca took place under the 

stimulus of military victories unparallelled 

in history. The German strategists have 

given a demonstration of encirclement on 

a vaster scale than was previously con-

ceived possible. But, to parody the nur-

sery rhyme, "Which would you sooner be, 

the encircler or the encirclee?" Not 

many doctors have drunk so deep of their 

own medicine. The Soviet victories have 

proved beyond question that the destruc-

tion of Nazi Germany in 1943 is perfectly 

possible. Roosevelt and Churchill have 

now decided on an offensive policy for the 

year. In Germany already the psycho-

logy of 1918 is beginning to develop, and 

the recent decrees desperately mobilising 

last resources will serve to spread it. 

The fact that North Africa was the 

scene of the meeting and that De Gaulle 

and Giraud met and talked, has raised 

hopes that the ugly position in North 

Africa will be changed for the better. The 

Allied landing was a great military 

achievement. But the inner political 

situation would appear to have been 

gravely mishandled. 

OUTPOST OF FRANCE 

vyORTH AFRICA was a French colony. 

The bulk of its population is com-

posed of Arabs and Berbers, descendants 

of those who built the brilliant civilisations 

•of Moorish Spain and Sicily. The French, 

many of whose ancestors fled from Alsace-

Lorraine when the Germans first seized it 

70 years ago, are confined to the coastal 

towns. The administration has been con-

sistently reactionary even when metropoli-

tan France has enjoyed relatively good 

government. To make North Africa the 

rallying point of French democracy after 

the fall of France, was more than was 

possible when the scales were so heavily 

weighted during the previous decade. 

North Africa was, of all the French 

colonies, the happiest hunting ground of 

reaction, the colony most securely under 

Vichy control and not only from its near-

ness. 

In some respects it became if anything 

a greater hotbed of intrigue than Vichy 

itself. While private interests jostled for 

place and privilege, the country was 

drained of its foodstuffs which were sent 

to Germany. A few patriots and oppo-

nents of Fascism, backed by the mass of 

the people, worked for an Allied invasion 

which it was hoped would bring them food 

and political rights and above all, the 

opportunity to fight for the liberation of 

France from the Fascist invaders. 

ARRESTS 

BUT the new government of the liber-

ated territory rewarded those who 

had risked their lives for it by promptly 

arresting them. Anti-Fascist internees, 

International Brigaders who had fought 

Fascism when England and France up-

held "non-intervention/' were given the 

"same degree of freedom, within re-

stricted areas, as they had enjoyed before." 

That is to say that if before they had been 

imprisoned by their enemies, now they 

couid suffer under their friends. When 

Darlan was assassinated it should have 

been easy to fmd a truly anti-Fascist suc-

cessor. 

/J. Greaves 
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bowed under the weight of circumstances. 

THE ALTERNATIVE 

T ) UT is there no alternative? Is it no' 

possible to base the new government 

on those who have not collaborated with 

Vichy, on those whose motives are not in 

question? Failure to do this is costing 

the Allies dear. The German bridgehead 

at Tunis could never have been held 

against a population fired by the assur-

ance of close deliverance. But no revolt 

arises in hearts made sick and indolent by 

disillusioned hope. 

PROGRESS 

CCOLONIAL policy has throughout proved 
J a weak spot in Anglo-American war 

strategy. Here tradition helps least and 

prejudice speaks loudest. To some it may 

appear that the uncompromising attitude 

towards India and other disfranchised 

nations cannot be altered. 

The German attack on Russia provided 

the opportunity. The new policy was that 

which had been urg'ed for many years by 

the working people of Britain and since 

the day it was adopted a continued im-

provement in Britain's policy, both social 

and external, has been observed. The 

logic of events has led to the Anglo-Soviet 

pact, the freeing of China from unworthy 

disabilities, vastly increased influence of 

the working class in industry, and the 

Beveridge Report. The correct handling, 

of the colonial question is perhaps the 

chief major lesson yet to be learned. 

PAT'S NOTEBOOK 
\ 

Little By Little 
r I 1HE Rev. Dr. Little does not like British 

-*- politicians who impudently try to 

nose out what is happening in the little 

Orange Statelet—for which, incidentally, 

they have to vote subsidies and take re-

sponsibility. They should be satisfied, he 

believes, with the impartial reports given 

to the House of Conjmons by himself and 

the no less egregious Professor Savory. 

At a meeting in Belfast, where he spoke 

with the Londonderry heir-apparent, he 

advised "Ulster's Unionists" not to give any 

information when politicians from across 

the water came to seek it. It is consol-

ing to find Dr. Little admitting that there 

are things happening in the Six Counties 

which it is not expedient for British 

democratic representatives to know about. 

They might tell the British people, with 

the result that the abolition of the Junta 

might become an item in the plans for the 

new democratic world order, leading to the 

deposition of Dr. Little and his Orange 

Camarilla. 

It was unwise of the Doctor to use the 

phrase, "keep your quarrels to yourselves." 

A future British Government may adopt it 

as a slogan and cease to back the dissident 

faction which sends Dr. Little to West-

minster. 

Diplomats and T.U.s 

" I T ' S funny that diplomats can visit 

' Trade Union meetings but they must 

eschew all political gatherings," said Will 

Lawther, President of the Durham Miners' 

Association, when I ran across h im in 

Southampton Row- the other day. He was 

telling me of the recent visit of President 

Benes of Czechoslovakia and of Mr. 

Wlnant, the American Ambassador, who 

had spoken In the beautiful seml-ctrcular 

shaped hall of the miners in Durham. 

I remember Lawther showing me over 

It some years ago—aud I never remember 

greater pride being expressed by any man 

than that which Lawther infused into his 

voice as he explained how those Durham 

trade unionists had organised to build a 

union of which that hall was a fitting 

memorial. 

Will Lawther's brother was killed while 

fighting in the International Brigade in 

Spain. 

"End of a Seige" 
rl\HE democratic world was thrilled to 

hear of the end of the 74 weeks' seige 

of Leningrad in which the brave inhabi-

tants set an example to the world in cour-

age, resistance and attack. 

This constant aggressiveness, say the 

London "Times" correspondent, galvan-

ised the public life of the city, ensuring a 

constant flow of arms from the armament 

works to the front—arms frequently used 

by the hands which fashioned them. 

This beautiful oity, which I visited a 

month before the outbreak of war, was the 

cultural capital of Russia. Its famous 

City Library housed 'the library of Vol-

taire, proudly shown to visitors from 

Europe. The facilities for study were pre-

emininent in Europe. (See report of Mr. 

Cashmore , Birmingham City Librarian, 

"Tour of European and E a s t e r n 

Libraries.") 

Its former palaces adorning the Nevsky 

Prospect are now turned Into centres for 

the children and rest homes for factory 

workers. The poet Pushkin's former home 

on the banks of the Moika, was a special 

day rest home for city workers feeling 

"run down" and needing rest to prevent 

increased ill-health. This lovely house 

was wrecked early In the year. 

But the people, whose spirit and organ-

isation enabled them to defend and attack 

from that ctty, and whose composer, Shos-

takoritch, could write his now famous 

Seventh Symphony during that will 

build even better palaces In which their 

members will take their well-earned rest. 

With Malice Aforethought 
/ 'CONSIDERABLE indignation has been 

^ expressed in the North following the 

address to the students of Queens Univer-

sity by Dr. Lucy, of Maynooth, on the sub-

ject of Russia. 

According to the "Irish News," which 

obligingly gave two and a ha l f columns to 

the report, Dr. Lucy devoted himself to 

the task of malicious distortion of Russia 

and its policy without troubling to include 

either truth or fact. 

We are familiar with certain clerical 

exponents who find no slander too vicious 

to hurl against the-Soviet Union but it 

should be remembered that they do not 

reflect the opinion either of the Catholic 

rank and file or of a large section of the 

Catholic heirarchy. This journal has re-

cently printed the appeal of the American 

Catholic bishops and Cardinal Hinsley, the 

latter declaring to the American people: 

"A Catholic in America who would not give 

aid to Russia is not true to his faith." 

I t is unfortunate that Cardinal Hinsley s 

wisdom and charity finds no echo in May-

nooth, the attacks of whose spokesman 

become less effective before.the remorse-

less logic of the Soviet's advance. 

Thanks 

J. O'Regan writes from Dartmoor prison 

on behalf of the boys within, thank-

ing us for the books and Christmas cards 

sent to them from all parts of Britain at 

Christmas. 

He particularly asked me to say how 

impossible It Is for them to reply person-

ally to all who write, but to convey the 

appreciation of them all. He tells me that 

some of the boys have been <ft'ported to 

Ireland only to be arrestee Immediately 

upon arrival, which, If true, seems to me 

a particularly mean action on the part of 

the authorities concerned. 
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Bacon and eggs, bare-footed children, newly-painted buildings and 

news reels without war are some of the things to be seen today in 

DUBLIN WIT THE 
I » T H A T is Dublin like to-day? asked the 

' ' Editor of "Irish Freedom" upon my 

yd urn from a short holiday there. The 

next I remember was draining a bottle of 

Guinness, promising him an article, and 

here i t is. 

All true Irishmen in Britain meet a 

friend on the Irish Mail from Euston and 

I was 110 exception. I met a well-known 

Dublin doctor, who in the past has fought 

many a hard fight for his poorer patients 

in Dublin. While continuing that fight, 

periodically he travels to London to ad-

vise the Allied Governments on some of 

the medical aspects of reconstruction in 

Europe. His conversation was so interest-

ing that we did not think about sleep until 

we were past Crewe, by which time we had 

a carriage to ourselves, sleeping soundly 

till arrival at Holyhead. So soundly in 

fact that I was late waking and found my-

self at the very tail end of the queue for 

the examination. My neighbour was an 

Irish Army officer returning from leave in 

England where his family were living. 

BACON AND EGGS 

rpHE boat sailed in the morning on a calm 

J- sea. Breakfast was of bacon and eggs. 

Sitting at the table were a fitter from Cork 

city and two corporals in the North Irish 

LIGHTS UP 

by W. REILLY 
Horse, both of whom hailed from County 

Dublin. The talk turned to the recent 

Christmas at home we had missed but we 

found ourselves agreeing that the hospi-

tality we had been shown in England did 

much to make up for it. 

Soon Dun Laohaire and a long wait 

while the port medical officer was found. 

The examination was quick, and before 

long, I was racing towards the tram, try-

ing unsuccessfully to persuade a swarm of 

small boys that I was quite able to carry 

my bag unaided. 

THEY HAD BEEN PAINTED 

'I COULDN'T make out why the shops 

J seemed different. Then I realised— 

they had been painted within the last two 

years: also the tram, which in a brilliant 

green coat, clattered up within a few 

minutes. The people aboard seemed dif-

ferent. There was a priest with his head 

in a prayer book and soon we were boarded 

by a crowd of schoolchildren looking hun-

gry, but as noisy and cheerful as ever. 

They were hurrying home to their dinner 

which may have been cold when they ar-

rived, for rationing cuts off the gas at 1.30 

p.m. until the evening. 

My neighbour informed me that the 

Government had not yet agreed that that 

situation demanded the provision of hot 

meals in the schools. (There is a chance 

that they may change their minds soon.) 

The sight of the children had made me 

hungry, too, b'ut when I got home I found 

I had to wait half an hour for a kettle to 

boil on a turf fire before I could get a cup 

of weak tea. There is no coal for domes-

tic use in Dubl in and the gas is turned off 

except at mealtimes. The tea was' weak, 

since the ration is only half an ounce per 

week, though this was increased over the 

Christmas period to one ounce, and people 

hope that it will remain increased at any 

rate until after the forthcoming elections. 

CONTRASTS 

j NTO Dublin, where again I was struck by 
1 the smartness of all the shops, houses 

and vehicles, etc. Grafton Street seemed 

to have all the luxury goods in the world 

and was full of the parade of the well-

dressed and well fed. In O'Connell Street 

a sharp contrast was noticeable. In two 

REPUBLICAN NOMINATED 
~I)Y the eleventh-hour nomination of a 

Republican candidate, there will be a 

four-cornered contest In the West Belfast 

by-election for Westminster. 

Candidates are Lieut. S. Knox Cunning-

ham (U.), Wil l iam Mc. C. Wilton Und. U.), 

J Beattie (Lab.), Hugh Corvin (Rop.). 

The first three candidates handed in 

'heir nomination papers three-quarters of 

«n hour before closing time, but Mr. Cor-

vin did not arrive urttil five minutes be-

fore noon. 

He was accompanied by Mr. Eamon 
Donelly, M.P., and Senator T. Lynch. 

Mr. Corvin is associated with the 
O.A.A. and Gaelic League, and was once 
Interned. 

At the last election In 1933, Captain 

Crawford Browne (U.) polled'34,060 votes 

30,313 for Ctaas. Leddy (Hep ). 

minutes I counted 12 children in bare feet. 
The shops in Parnell Street, catering for 
the poorer North side of the city, showed 
that Grafton Street was in no way repre-
sentative of the condition of Ireland to-
day. 

This conclusion was brought home to me 
in other ways during my stay in Dublin. 
Eggs were plentiful at 3s. 6d. a dozen, but 
for fried egg, the only fat which could be 
bought was butter, which at 2s. 2d. a pound 
meant that all but the wealthy were short 
of essential fats. 

CINEMA 

T N the evening, while waiting in queue at 

the Metropole Cinema. I was again 

struck by the contrast between rich and 

poor which has been so much modified in 

England due to the war. For bare footed 

children begged halfpennies from the 

queue while taxis deposited dancers in full 

evening dress on their way to a 10s. dance 

in the ballroom over the cinema. The 

newsreel in the cinema, I noticed, omitted 

all references to the war. I hadn't 

noticed the street lights in the gathering 

dusk, but when I came out into the street 

I instinctively felt for my toicn. I have 

seen other people see the lights for the 

first time after a stay in war-time England 

and thought they were play-acting. But 

now I know how they felt. I can assure 

everyone that there is a wonderful thrill 

awaiting them when the lights go on again. 

The days went swiftly by and I drank 

good stout at 6d. a bottle. Once—only 

once—I fed in a restaurant, but the Dub-

lin price appalled me. The food w:as ex-

cellrnt. though it cost nearly twice as 

much as before the war. 

RICH OSTRICHES 
rJ1HE war was clearly the cause of the 

ever increasing distress in the coun-

try, yet it seemed that everybody who 

could afford to do so was very busy trying 

to imitate an ostrich by putting their 

heads in the sand so that they wouldn't 

see it—and meantime the workers were 

left with the choice of starvation or emi-

gration. 

And so in a queer way. I was not alto-

gether sorrowful when once agail\, J found 

myself on the mail boat at Dun Laoghaire. 

I was lucky to get there early for 500 people 

were later turned away as the boat was 

full. But my pleasure was not entirely selfish 

for I realised that on that boat. I was with 

Irish men and women who had lifted their 

heads from'the sand and were fast realis-

ing that the destruction of Fascism was a 

pre-requisite ,for any progress in Ireland. 

I travelled back with an Irish merchant 

seaman on his way to rejoin his ship 

which was engaged on the North Atlantic 

crossing. At Holyhead we parted com-

pany, but not before he had given me a 

tip which willbe useful to others travelling 

to Ireland, namely, a British Restaurant 

five minutes walk from the station which 

beats the L.M.S. food to a frazzle at half 

the price. 

ELECTION OMELETTE 

T H E P A S S I N G P A R A D E 
L'M no writer . . . . Perhaps that's my 

best reason for being so clamorous 

about the few people who really can write; 

and for disliking tire thousands of others 

who lay claim to be classed as good 

writers but are actually in the sixth-form 

scribbling class. 

A strange, lonely and rather immortal 

person known as "O Henry" could write 

(you may know some of his collections of 

short stories). I t was not actually the 

way he wrote; it was the picture he con-

veyed. When he wrote about a truck 

driver you were caught up by a fellow be-

hind the wheel of a truck, who made con-

versation like a truck-driver, and who re-

acted to the unimportant adventurous 

trifles of everyday life astonishingly like 

the man who comes in the morning with 

your vegetables, or brings .your bag of fire-

wood in the afternoon. 

O. Henry was the painter and inter-

preter of the toughest, noisiest, gaudiest, 

cheapest, most sentimental and loveliest 

aspects of nomadic life—whether in the 

nerve-centre of a teeming city, or out on 

the drifting roads. He was also the c^iosen 

genius of the dead-end; a prodigal and 

often mysterious person; a man difficult 

to write about. 

Perhap6 I 'm a bit too feudatory. I 

don't really know for I 'm no writer. 

There was another man—almost • 

breath of the same spirit—who chose the 

same medium, but a completely different 

language. If he had written in English 

and made use of the various popular jour-

nals and literary magazines to send into 

the world the children of his brain he 

would become widely known as Patrick 

Conroy. He chose Gaelic; his name was 

Padraic O'Conaire. Like O. Henry he was 

a powerful shortstory writer; and like 

him, too, a strange and lonely figure at 

times. His work bears the stamp of 

genius. Both 'O'Conaire and O. Henry 

were often submerged among the ordinary 

masses of humanity who find it difficult 

to figure out philanthropists because they 

never even got within shouting distance 

themselves of real security. As people 

they provided masterly studies for econo-

mists who theorise about wealth and profit, 

work and wages. They produce much 

work but little wages; they finished up 

with no profit—but they possessed loads of 

wealth. For they were among the richest 

men in the world—much richer than the 

fattest millionaire in the combined wealth 

of their experiences and the vastness of 

their myriad adventures. 

When .O'Conaire died there was dis-

covered in his pockets a coin, an apple 

and a bit of tobacco. "When O. Henry died 

all those people who had wrung the last 

ounce of enjoyment out ol his stories knew 

little about h im beyond his assumed 

nam*. Who was h«? Where did he com* 

from? What sort of a character was he? 

These sort of mysteries are good for post-

humous sales, I suppose. People must 

have subjects to talk about; books to read; 

and men and women—preferably dead 

ones—to discuss. When a man dies only 

he himself keeps on being dead all the 

time. If he happens to be a writer like O. 

Henry or O'Conaire he makes a roaring 

fine subject for imaginative web-weaving, 

for conjecture and surmise. The shillings 

paid for one of his newly-discovered 

masterpieces could easily have come in 

mighty handy during life for a meal, a pint 

and a pipeful of tobacco. Great writers of 

the stature of O. Henry and O'Conaire had 

to tighten their belts as they made their 

sadly-brilliant appearances in the Passing 

Parade. 

There appeals to be no point to all this; 

I have been merely jotting down some odd 

thoughts about a couple, of great story-

tellers. I do not presume to say they were 

the greatest; the Passing Parade offers too 

many astonishing geniuses. And if one 

were to take the word of George Bernard 

Shaw they were not even average—not by 

a long chalk. According to Shaw there Is 

only one outstanding writer in.the Passing 

Parade to-day. He is a playwright; he Is 

over 80; he sports a beard . . . 

Need I mention names . . . . Perhaps it's 
Just M well I 'm no writer! 
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I i i this Mling M i c h a e l MeMit i lm asks-

LOST ITS 
A F T E R being en the Cont inent 

" for five or s i x years and prob-

ing the ;rieas anci cu i tuse preva i l ing in 

these countries, a young write;- returns 

to Dub l i n to settle and work in his 

own country. His first concern is to 

coilect impressions of the intel lectual 

atmosphere, to sound the trend of 

development , locking for signs cf the 

fu ture European c iv i l isat ion. When 

most of the world is in the throws of 

upheava l , a small neu t ra l country 

m igh t be merely left out- of the cur-

rents of the times a nd be in a back-

water ; or, outside the t u rmo i l of the 

old Europe, it might be just the place 

for the germinat ion of the seeds of 

the fu ture . 

For Ireland the moment is doubly preg-

nant, For, besides standing on the thres-

hold of a new world, in common with the 

whole of Europe, Ireland is faced with a 

new future of its own. W i th independ-

ence achieved, a quite new phase of its 

history has to be faced as an independent 

nation and a New Ireland established. 

There is a unique opportunity of doing 

this at the same time as and in harmony 

with a«new Europe, even of anticipating 

the latter and setting an example, 

INSPIRATION NOT DEAD rRELAND is not yet in a backwater. It 

lias not had time to get into one. In 

fact the air feels alive here, and there is 

an atmosphere cf latent possibilities. The 

spirits of the land are still here and the 

inspiration is not dead. There is at least 

an awareness of the period being one of 

national reconstruction. But the prob-

lem of national revivals is how to main-

tain their impetus once the immediate 

aim, that of political independence, has 

been attained. During a period of revolu-

tion, there is a flowering of national 

creative genius in all fields. But, as 

though political independence were not 

merely the means to an end, this dies 

down after the original stimulus of the 

struggle for freedom has ceased to exist. 

I t is a vital necessity of the moment to 

make this creative genius the real end, 

to maintain the inspiration of the nation 

in peace-time. 

CULTURAL UNCERTAINTY 

I F not in a backwater, the people of Ire-

land are in an eddv. After a period 

of great productivity in the arts, and the 

appearance of several first-class geniuses' 

of European dimensions, there is a lull. 

Even in politics people do not know where 

to look. With the election impending the 

general feeling seems to be that there is 

nowhere in particular to turn. There is 

Books to Buy 
ROAD T C T U F E 

ANTON MAKARENKOS famous story 
of the Gorki Colony for young crimi-
nals, which is not only a book of 
sociological importance but also ex-
tremely readable and entertaining. 
DR. JULIAN HUXLEY called it: 
"Vivid, arresting, brimful of human 
interest." Stiff paper, 5s. 

NEHRUS 
T W O FAMOUS BOOKS 
GLIMPSES OF WORLD HISTORY 

1016 pp. Maps by J. F. Horrahin. 12/6 

THE UNITY OF INDIA 

Portrait frontispiece. Maps. 12/6 
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THE OTHER 
G E R M A N Y 

By HEINRUII I I! A I N KI I, 

"A masterly little book . . . Here, in 
deed and in word, is The Other Ger-
many. . . Here is the evidence which 
all of us must take into account."— 
II. N. HK.MI.SI OKI). GS. 

Complete list sent free on application, 

L I N D S A Y D R U M M O N D LTD. 

6-7 Buck i ngham Street, W.C.2 

I N V I T A T I O N 

IIIISH FREEDOM welcomes contribu-
tions from young Irish writers, and 
this month opens its columns to 
MICHAEL McMULLIN, who has some 
hard things to say about the present 
state of Irish culture. We would be 

glad to print replies. 

Whereas it might, with State support, in-

exorably present the best art, without the 

fetters of box-office demands or the 

degradation of commercialism, it does in 

fact lose its own high standard set by the 

idealism of the man who founded it. 

The Abbey presents large numbers of 

completely worthless little farces, and 

gives a fairly consistent standard of the 

lowest grade of mediocrity. But occa-

sionally it revives one of its own set plays, 

such as "Juno and the Paycock'v or "The 

Playboy." When it does this it shines in 

all its past glory. One comes away with 

the conviction that this small theatre is 

still the best in Europe. There was lately 

a production of Lennox Robinson's 

"Church Street." This is a play worthy 

of the best traditions of the Abbey, and 

gave the players full scope. I t is a play 

that one would not see in many contem-

porary theatres, a play that is not only 

pure dramatic art, but one which goes 

forward and gets the theatre somewhere. 

I t is about a playwright, who dramatises 

a party of ordinary people under our eyes. 

There are intervals of darkness, when the 

people appear as the dramatist calls them 

up, creating a play. They appear then as 

though con sordino, as though seen 

through a fine gauze, giving the finest 

nuances of impression and are trans-

figured under the refined lens of the 

artist's imagination. This, effect is pro-

duced by nuances of acting that must be 

such as can be seen nowhere else. 

C O M M O N W E A L T H 

I R I S H A S S O C I A T I O N 
P U B L I C N O T I C E 

A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
* v MHMBEKS of this Association will be 
held on WEDNESDAY, the 24th dav of 
FEBRUARY, lyi.'i, at the Essex Hall, Essex 
Street, Stcind, London, W.C.2, at 4 p.m., to 
consider the reorganisation proposals made 
by the President of the Association, pursuant 
to the request of the Special General Meet-
ing held on October 21st, 1942, and to con-
sider a Report from the President regarding 
the reorganisation effected pursuant to sueli 
request and embodied in a Resolution of the 
Executive Council approving. Passed on the 
?th day of January, 1943. 

The text of the Reorganisation Proposals 
and of the Resolution respectively, which are 
too lengthy to print, can be seen at the 
meeting. 

U N I T Y T H E A T R E presents 

BUSTER by T. Willis j-

dissatisfaction with both the larger 

parties which have no longer anything to 

tiller. The people seem to have lost the 

enthusiasm of the national revival, and 

to be uncertain whether to retire into a 

shell of Catholicism and bury their heads 

in the sand, or whether to pretend to be 

grown up by imitating the pre-war gom-

been civilisation, assuming its vices like a 

small boy smoking a cigarette, thus head-

ing towards destruction, or whether, as the 

only other alternative, to toy merely with 

socialism. . 

THE? ABBEY T H E A T R E 
/ 1>NE might assess the state of affairs by 

' looking at the Abbey Theatre, per-

haps the greatest achievement of the 

national revival. Here we see exemplified 

the dangers of a State subsidy. The 

theatre becomes a conservative institution, 

and takes on the mediocrity of State 

officialdom, instead of improving the State. 

L I T E R A R Y D I L E T T A N T I S M 
J N the field of literature, in which there 

has been so brilliant an incandescence, 

one may look round almost in vain for a 

remaining spark. An occasional spark is 

found, such as Mr. Lyle Donaghy's recently 

published book of poems, "Wilderness 

Sings," or in a short story published in 

November's "Bell," by James Plunkett. 

But we have a period of cultivated dilet-

tantism. The one considerable literary 

magazine that might do something, has 

as its avowed aim to do nothing. The 

editor writes that he means to avoid all 

controversy. His idea is to review the 

status quo gently, hoping to collect gradu-

ally the material for a national culture, as 

though we had not got one of the most 

original in the world. He intends to do 

this by publishing little drawing-room 

pieces about nothing, maintaining that we 

are at the beginning of nationhood, and 

so must just look around quietly, with the 

feeling of "Well, here we are together. We 

will just admire one another, like a re-

union of commercial travellers." 

He publishes a piece by A schoolboy, 

exactly what might be served up to the 

master as the weekly essay in any school, 

and eulogises its puerility, which he calls 

"freshness," He also takes "particular 

pleasure in printing" the freshness of "A 

day in the life of a Dublin mechanic," in 

what is supposed to be a serious literary 

magazine, remarking that "there is no fog 

of preconceived notions about this, 

little snapshot. It is focussed; the finder 

holds the limited view; the shutter clicks; 

the picture is boxed." Voila. 

REPORTAGE VERSUS LITERATURE 

r pH IS fully confirms the suspicion that 

literature appears to these people as 

a matter of photography, of describing 

and reporting. In fact journalism. The 

thing, he says, is so much more interest-

ing than the idea. We are then to be-

come materialists. If this is so, then the 

"Bell" is useless, for we can see the things 

very much better by going out into the 

street. But above all no ideas, is the 

boasted policy of this editor. He says: 

"All we ask is that people should just live 

and let live, and that writers should write 

and let write." As long as they have no 

ideas. All this sounds very like finding 

excuses for mediocrity. "The Bell" has 

the bad taste to publish somebody's poem 

with an editorial comment disparaging it 

It were better to stick to the schoolboys 

and mechanics. 

Open ing Thursday, February 4th 5 

§ A t 7 p.m. ^ 

§ Subsequent ly Thursday, Fr iday , 5 

^ Sa tu rday at 7 p .m. 

§ Euston 5391 § 

§ G O L D I N G T O N STREET , N.W.I § 

§ Members and Affiliates only § 

1 ARISE—A NEW FIRE 
rJ^HIS our literary magazine might in-

deed make one weep, coming as it 

does after the fire of a genius of the 

dimensions of Joyce. "The Bell" claims 

that we have nothing to go on however, 

and prints, relative to the appearance of 

Mr. Gorman's biography of Joyce, the in-

ane views of some nonentity disparaging 

this genius that we have got, in spite of 

ourselves. But this lull is perhaps natural 

after the first series of spurts. In the 

next phase there may arise some new fire 

Some writer with energy is badly needed 

to disperse this mothers' meeting and 

only by determined energy and an alive-

ness of ideas will we get anywhere. 

At least in paint ing there are good signs 

(Continued at fdot of Next Column) 

D e a t h o f 

I r i s h W r i t e r 
T H E death of W . P. R Y A N in Lon-

don removes yet another of the 

early workers in the Irish-Ireland ana 

Gaelic Rev iva l movements . 

He was born in Tipperary, at Lough-

more, near Tertiplemore, over 70 years 

ago, and left I re land in his 20th year. 

In the ninet ies he worked wi th T. P, 

O'Connor on the Sunday Sun and the 

Star, and later became well known in 

Fleet Street on the Dai ly Chronicle , 

Morn ing Leader , and other papers. He 

was for m a n y years Vice-President of 

the London Gael ic League, was a 

prominent figure at all Irish gather-

ings, and wro te many books. 

It was f r om his return to Ire land in 

1906 that his influence on men and 

movements here counted most appre-

ciably. The ma i n centre f rom which 

that influence rad iated was the weekly 

paper he began to edit f rom Navan , 

Co. Meath, The Peasant. In its own 

way and in its own t ime it p layed a 

part not surpassed by S inn Fein, 

Nat ional i ty Irish Freedom, The Irish 

Worker, The Workers ' Republ ic , and 

The Irish People of the Fenians and 

The Nation of Thomas Davis. 

For most of these years J ames Con-

nolly was in the Uni ted States, but 

some of The Irish Nation's readers 

must have learned of h im for the first 

t ime through its co lumns. His home-

coming in 1910 filled the gap made 

when The Na t ion went under. The 

Irish Worker came then to play its 

part. 

Amongst his books are "The Irish 

Labour M o v e m e n t , " which stil l re-

mains the au thor i ta t ive work on its 

subject ; "L i t e ra ry London , " a n d 

"Irish L i terary Rev iva l . " He returned 

to London in 1912, and was one of 

the oldest members of the staff of the 

Daily Herald, of wh ich he was at one 

t ime assistant edi tor . 

When the great conflict broke upon 

industrial D u b l i n in 1913, and shook 

the complacency of more than Dub-

lin's employers, O 'R ia in 's post on the 

Dai ly Herald gave h im fur ther op-

portunity of serv ing the workers of 

Ireland. His know ledge and under-

standing of condi t ions and people 

here and h is w a r m sympathy w i t h 

the bat t l ing wage :earners and his 

expanding grasp of social issues made 

his editorials on the Dub l i n and w ider 

struggle an i nva l uab le aid and power. 

Liam O 'R i a i n was the personal 

friend of Dr . Doug las Hyde, A r t h u r 

Griffith, M ichae l Coll ins, and of 

nearly all the pioneers in the nat iona l 

movement. He is surv ived by his 

son, Desmond Ryan , the wel l-known 

writer, who has contr ibuted on m a n y 

occasions to the co lumns of Irish 

Freedom. 

- B a f f c n a l H a r v e y 

Miss Nona Reid, a young artist, has just 

held a first exhibition in Dublin, .which 

shows originality and signs of life. Mary 

Jellett is developing ideas in this art that 

bring the national culture into a plane of 

international importance, and the only 

future for it is in this plane. We need a 

magazine called "The Horn," that will not 

tinkle. 

POLICY 
IRELANDS WAY FORWARD 

A full report of the Irish Communist Party Conference held in 
October 1942, together with an introduction by W. H. McCullocb. 

Post paid 7d. 

STRIKE AT HITLER 
By J. I). Murph.v, Secretary 61 Coleraine Branch N.F.B.T.O. Shows 

how workers' demands can be won- without resorting to Strike 
a c t l o n - Host paid 3d. 

Write for hill Catalogue to: 

CENTRAL BOOKS LTD 
£ - 4 P a r t o n H i . , L o n d o n W . C . 1 = 
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NEW 
WORLDS 
F R A N C E (Pierre Ma i l l a ud ) , "Wor l d 

To-day" Series, 3/6. 

SOUTH A M E R I C A ( j . B. Trend) , 

Oxford University Press, 3/6. 

THE L I B E R A T O R S (Ph i l i p Gueda l l a ) 

Hodder & Stoughton , 2/6. 
rpHE Oxford University Press deserves our 
X gratitude for the truly admirable series 
of "World To-day" books. The authors arc 
authorities on their subjects, and the con-
tents refreshingly free from propaganda and 
"axe-grinding." 

Hie little book by Pierre Maillaud is writ-
ten with grace and clarity, presenting the 
reader with a.background enabling him to 
appreciate moiWfully why France was de-
feated in 1940 than the. many superficial ex-
planations forced upon us since then. For, 
apart from Fifth Column, Cagoulards, Croix 
de Feu, a venial press, antediluvian generals, 
chaos 'in production and administration, 
there was much general corruption and 
defeatism. 

When war broke out, all the cards were 
stacked against France, materially and in 
man-power. She had to fulfil her traditional i 
mission in the knowledge that she was doing ' 
so in the worst possible circumstances. 
Maillaud's book is packed with food for 
thought, and if, as a patriotic Frenchman, 
he offers a plea for an understanding of 
France's problem—which, briefly, is that 
without help she cannot stand up to Ger-
many—he also gives as a picture of the coun-
try to which we owe so much. There is 
much internal cleaning to be done in France 
—social revolution is imperative, and, it 
would seem, inevitable. 

Professor Trend's book SOUTH AMERICA 
must be dismissed with very few words, but 
only to praise it. I t is easily the best short 
work in English on South America (with 
Mexico and Central America). Liberal and 
progressive in his sympathies, he understands 
those countries—and especially Mexico. 
There is nothing of the slick or superficial 
about it, such as we find on every page of 
Philip Guedalla's THE LIBERATORS. 

The latter is English propaganda for for-
eign consumption and home comfort—and 
quite slick propaganda In parts. The list of 
"Liberators" ranges from Cromwell to Chur-
chill, and includes Lenin and Penn. To Mr, 
Gucdalla's mind, Wellington pretty well won 
the Peninsular War—although Spaniards 
think differently, not without reason, for 
they had a million men in arms compared 
with Wellington's 30,000. The South Ameri-
can Liberators, San Martin and Mirandar, 
could never, it appears, have succeeded with-
out British help; actually this help was ren-
dered by private individuals (mostly adven-
turers) and not by the British Government. 
He does not mention Bolivar, certainly a 
greater Liberator than either of the other 
two. It was kind of Mr. Guedalla to notice 
Lenin, but his account does not rise much 
above the heads of an infants' class. 

One may, perhaps, excuse all this flim-
flam when one leams that these sketches 
were originally broadcast talks. Knowing 
the B.B.C., and having his own idea of the 
level of intelligence of listeners. Mr. Gucdalla 
"simplified" it as much as possible. The book 
is not for students of history, but for those 
willing to learn something about the great 
men concerned and, at the same time, the 
often questionable amount they owe to the 
sterling example of England and English 
influence. 

Mr. Guedalla does not mention another 
Liberator. Daniel O'Connell. Ought we Irish 
to feel offended or complimented? 

C H A R L E S D U F F . 

Sean SYMPHONY OF 
O'Caseys DUBLIN POLICY 

MARX 
Selected Works 

First comprehens ive 

selection in Engl ish . 

Includes letters on 

Ireland 

Vol. I. 8/6 

Vol. II. 10/6 

Lawrence &Wishart 
Ltd. 

2 Southampton Place, w.c.i 

A FOUR-ACT piny from the pen of Sean 
O'Casey. 'yUElJ ItOSES FOR ME" 

(Maemiilan, (is.), recognised genius in world 
theatre, is a notable event, a shaft of sun-
light in the reviewer's dark day. 

"Red Roses For Me" is a symphony of 
Dublin poverty—in struggle, stoicism and 
resignation. Poverty described from experi-
ence. free from the dreary condescension of 
the middle-class observer and the unrelieved 
wail of the proselytising idealist. Humour 
enlivens the crowded days and the drab fur-
nishings of the two-room tenement are 
cheered by the well-stoked lire and Airs. 
Breydon's cherished geranium, musk and 
fuchsia, lordly in biscuit tins. 

With consummate skill each character 
is rounded into universality, and we perceive 
the social fatality of their actions. The 
issue of the strike for the shilling rise be-
comes the world in embryo. Ayamonn and 
his fellows see the shilling in "th' shape of 
a new world" and to gain it accept the 
sacrifice of life itself. 

In a short tune we are at home with the. 
Brcydons, the mother a homely Samaritan 
embracing the needs of the world to the end, 
the son, Ayamonn, a young Dublin railway-
man, "labodrin' to furnish myself with 
some of the greatness of the mighty minds 
of the past." 

Two problems loom large—the approaching 
strike, and Ayamonn's Sheila, "ever seeking 
to walk safe in a crowded road," but we find 
time to laugh over Mulcanny the rational-
ist, to take sides in the tenement disputes 
and grow quiet under the spell of Sammy's 
rendering of the phrase "A sober black shawl 

hides her boc'.y c inirely." o.nhusiusticuJIy 
accompanied by the lraicliord's mc'.odeon. 

In the third acl, O'Cas-ey brill'sm'.y sym-
bolises in his "chorus" of street, sellers and 
loungers the sorrow «»td resignation of pov-
erty. "Half mournii.,1, skies for ever over us. 
frowning out any chance of merriment that 
comes staggering to us for a lits le support." 
Ayamonn's call to Struggle, "Arouse your-
selves, we hold a city in oar hands. Our 
sthrikc is yours. A step ahead for us to-day, 
another one for yea to-morrow. . ." is echoed 
in their dreaming consciousness and-.the 
iransliguration oi the city in the glory of the 
setting sun. Despair is imgj'eg^aLed with 
hope, and in the darken^? . Jjpilight the 
sound of marching feet to the re-

frain cf REVOLT. 
It would be an exhilarating task to com-

pare this latest O'Casey play with his earlier 
work, but I leave this to the worthier pen of 
Desmond McCarthy, who is preparing a de-
tailed Sean O'Casey commentary for a forth-
coming issue of "Irish Freedom." I therefore 
conclude on a note of mingled gratitude and 
hope. 

Poetry is implicit in every prose line of this 
remarkable play, servant of the realism it 
transcends and illuminates. O Casey has 
never excelled the lyric craftmanship of the 
prose and song in "Red Roses for Me." Is it 
churlish then to hope that we will yet see 
from his warrior pen a masterpiece of social 
struggle where in poetry is vanquished as the 
medium of dialogue because it has become 
implicit in the sublimity of action itself? 

A N N E K E L L Y 

R e d R o s e s l o r M e 
A sober black shawl hides her body 

entirely, 
Touch'd by th' sun and tli' salt spray 

of the sea; 
But down in th' darkness a slim hand, 

so lovely. 
Carries a rich bunch of red roses for 

me. 

Her petticoat's simple, her feet are but 
bare, 

An' ajl that she has is but neat an' 
scantie; 

But stars in th' deeps of her eyes are 
exclaiming 

"I carry a rich bunch of red roses for 
thee!" 

No arrogant gem sits ent'nron'd on lier 
forehead, 

Or swings from a white ear for all 
men to see; 

But jewel'd desire in a bosom, most 
pearly, 

Carries a rich bunch of red roses for 
me! 

—by S E A N O ' C A S E Y 

DARK TESTAMENT 
"PROFESSOR Haldane once said that he 
J would rather be a Jew in Berlin than a 
Kaffir in South Africa. Just what it is to be 
a Kaffir in South Africa, Peter Abrahams 
tells, us in "DARK. TESTAMENT" (Allen & 
Unwin, 7/6). He does so in a number of 
short stories, some of them reminiscent 
sketches. 

How his troubled young spirit rails at the 
denial of opportunity, the fatuous antics of 
the "imitation whites," and the hopeless 
resignation of the old people! 
• From the Cape to the High Veldt no Har-
lem beckons to provide a haven for Negro in-
tellectuals. In his wanderings, frustration 
dogging every step, he does not fail to hear, 
mingled with the groaning of his own people, 
the heart-cry of the Jew. He tells poignantly 
of a meeting between himself and a Jew re-
cently escaped from Germany. They com-
pared their sufferings and disabilities, and 
although the latter's white skin gave him an 
adrantage in regard to riding in buses and 
right <*f entrance into hotels, a chord of 
fraternal sympathy Vas struck between the 
two of them. The one, landless, Ls an out-
cast in his own native land. He is forced 
into reserves and segregation areas .(Irish 
readers will recall the Pale) where squalor 
and starvation are his daily companions, with 
consumption round the corner. The other is 
spurned where he looked for hospitality an<j 
solace. The v h i te person who tries to treat 
cither as a fellow risks ostracism. 

Abraham's experiences do not embitter 
him; nor do they plunge him into the depths 
of introspection and sentimentality. Rather 
does he become aware that in the advance 
to Socialism lies the solution of racial dis-
crimination as of most other problems which 
beset mankind 

DESMOND BUCKI E 

BOOKS RECEIVED 
THE FALL OF PARIS, llya Ehrenburg 

{Hutchinson), 10/G. 
FIRE AND WATER (N.F.S. Anthology) 
STRIKE AT HITLER, J. I). Murph.v (Belfast 

I'amphlet). 2d. 
(Lind*ay Drummond), 10/-. 

A THOUSAND MILES TO FREEDOM, J. 
Hors'mann, M.M. (Lindsay Drummond), 
1/6. 

A GUIDE TO THE PROBLEM OF INDIA, 
It. Palme Dutt (Lawrence A Wishart), 4/6. 

GREAT BRITAIN IN THE POST-WAR 
WORLD, G. D. H. Colo (Gollancz), 6/-. 

GOOD KNITTING 
r p H I S biography (Bernard^ Shaw, Life 

and Personality, by He«l<eth Pearson, 

Collins, 21s.) may not earn the claim made 

for it by its publishers, i.e., "the standard 

life . . . . for many years to come," but un-

questionably it will furnish its readers 

with abundant material and anecdotes 

about Shaw, largely provided for the 

writer by the subject. And that is just 

the trouble. 

Everything Shaw ever wrote or did ap-

pears to have been docketed, indexed and 

produced in the right plac® and on the 

right page. This is good knitting, but not 

necessarily good biography. Of critical 

coirjment there is scarcely any. True, 

Mr. Pearson intended to concentrate upon 

Shaw the personality, not Shaw the 

Socialist or playwright. 

Nevertheless, this book throws much 

light upon episodes not previously dwelt 

upon by the swarm of scribes who fastened 

upon Sliaw as a subject. There is Shaw's 

romance with Will iam Morris' daughter, 

May, and Annie Besant's romance with 

him, and Shaw's connection with the 

Bloody Sunday Free Speech demonstra-

tion in Trafalgar Square in 1887, from 

which Shaw emerges none too well. • 

No writer, with so vivid a personality 

and many sided man of genius as a sub-

ject, could fail to produce an interesting 

book and that is what this book is—inter-

esting. 

SALSETTE DISCOVERS AMERICA— 

Jules Romains ( Hutchinson), 7/6. 

[DOMAINS shows us New York and its 

environs through the eyes of IV 

middle-aged French professor escaped 

from Nazi occupied France. Necessarily it 

is a view limited and decidedly rose-spec-

tacled—the observations of an intelligent, 

cultured exile in mood enthusiastic and 

grateful. The result is an American 

cocktail served "a la France"—stimulating 

but effervescent. 

SOMETHING TO DECLARE—E. Stirling 

(Muller), 12/6. 

rPHESE experiences of an actor-manager 

in more than thirty countries describe 

pioneer work unique in the history of the 

theatre. A.K. 

New Wine & 
New Bottles 

w 
E have to face it. The numbe -

of inferior films arc increasing, 
with "stinkers" still disproportionately 
high among British feature films, des-
pite commendable exceptions. 

There appears to be little hope, by 
virtue of Boa»d of Trade Regulations 
dating from 1938, which decree com-
pulsory showing of an increasing num-
ber of British features and 3horts. The 
present quota errfo^ees_a compulsory 
showing of 20 per cent. British feature 
fiiras and 17j per cent, "shorts"; ris-
ing to 25 per cent, and 22j per cent, 
respectively by 184G. The Board of 
Trade admits there are not enough 
new films being made to meet the in-
crease, and insists there must be a re-
issue of old products. 

Branches of the Cinema Exhibitors' 
Association are vigorously protesting 
throughout Britain, for two Very good 
reasons. 

First, the traije declares there arc 
not enough films available, even in-
cluding the "stinkers" old and new, to 
enable cinemas to fulfil their quota for 
British feature films. 

Second, and here we millions of cin-
ema fans roar "Ay," they point out the 
lamentable effects on public support 
and international prestige if the Board 
of Trade continue to insist on the re-
issue of old films. In the words of 
Mr. Metcalfe, Leeds C.E.A., "There cer-
tainly «aa a great deal of harm being 
done by showing old products which 
discounted all the good by very fine 
British films in recent years. Not oifly 
were these films old, but even those 
that had been good were in a shocking 
state, and people would not come near 
to cinemas to see them. I t would mean 
that British films would have to re-
start, as was the case after the last 
war, to live down prejudices created by 
'rotten old films' which the exhibitors 
had (o show to k<jep within the law, 
and in which they had been encour-
aged by the Board of Trade." 

Mr. Metcalfe's sentiments are of 
lemonade mildness compared to the 
views of my local oinema manager 
who has to bear the full weight of 
patrons' complaints. 

"Almost ever^ 'phone enquiry com-
mences with 'Is it British or Ameri-
can?''" he said. "The public is intelli-
gent, and when our main feature is 
British we are generally ensured a 
quiet week. Films as good as ' In Whi*h 
We Serve' are still the exception, and 
nauseating rubbish like 'Talk About 
Jacqueline,' 'Banana Ridge,' and 'No, 
No, Nanette," the rule. It is sad to 
admit, but the British films handled 
by American companies are better than 
the home brand—at least we see act-
ing and not the strutting qf wooden 
repertory products. It is even worse 
in the smaller provincial towns and 
country villages, where British films 
are served up which we would not dare 
to offer to London audiences. 

"Another lamentable aspect of 
present regulations is the fact that we 
must show British features three times 
daily. In order to do this we eften 
have to open an hour earlier and. show, 
to an empty house. Yon can figure for 
yourself the waste in fuel, electricity 
and man-power." 

Analysing the causes of the disas-
trous situation developing, he hit the 
nail on the head when he said; "Prior 
to the war the standard of British film 
production was so low that in open 
competition with other countries the 
industry wortd.have died? out. 

"Instead of facing.up to the com-
mon-sense solution of reorganising 
the industry, they reorganised the ex-
hibitors. The producers cannot lose 
out under the present regulations; they 
can do their worst; and the public re-
mains the gnat." 

There we have it in a nutshell. No-
one is against British films per se, but 
we do protest strongly against the 
short-sighted ,.policy_ which protects 
the profits of an inefficient arm of 
national service at the expense of mil-
lions, despite the fact that there are 
technicians, producers, script writers 
and acting talent second to none— 
witness British documentaries, which 
have won world acolaim. 

It Is no solution to argue that there * 
are many bad American films and In-
dubitably a marked degree of improve-
ment in many British films. The ques-
tion is—does the average British 
feature film represent the best we can 
do with the resources and materials we • 
command? In my opinion the answer 
is "No," and a commission of enquiry 
is overdue to ensure more and better 
British films. Let us have your oplplon. 

J A U N D I C E D J A N E . 
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MAIRIN' MITCHELL is the author of several books of Irish inter-
est, among which are "Traveller in Time," tales of the Irish on 

the Continent; "St«rm over Spain," containing accounts of the Irish 
e\ i lt 's in Spain; "Atlantic liatlle and the Future of Ireland," giving 
an outline of Hire's Maritime Inscription Service. Miss Mitchell is also 
k u o u - i ;is the wr iter of several books of verse on Irish themes; these 
inclii'tr " T h e H i d d e n L a n d . " "Pedlar 's Pieces." " K o a d R h y m e s , " "A 
S h u i ' c r Si iv;s," "Song;. of Hie South." .Miss Mitchell was for some 
t ime a London correspondent to the I n s ' i dai ly panel's, a contr ibutor 
of special art ic les t.> " 1 he l i i s h Press" a n d to " I r e l a n d T « - . : a y " ; s h e 
reviewed ior " '.'he Nat ion. ' ami was a member of the I r i s h L i t e r a r y 
^ < r. ' .< \ . 

Eire 's M a r i t i m e H is tory , t o o I sng for-

got ten , is reca l led in t h i s exclus ive 

ar t ic le for " I r i s h F r e e d o m " f r o m the 

pen of t h e we l l - known wr i t e r , 

M A I R I N M I T C H E L L 

T H E extent to w h i c h Soviet sea p o w e r has he l ped in t he c o m m o n fight 

aga inst Fasc i sm is not yet w i d e l y app rec i a t ed . B u t t h e story of the 

sh ips t ha t have b l as ted and crashed tho i r w a y t h r o u g h t he A r c t i c ice-seas, 

c a r v i n g channe ls for t he Russ ian c cnvoys on the N o r t h e r n rou te , and of the 

sh ips t ha t have s t e amed t h rough a he l l as coll i as the o ld Ce l t i c one, i n to 

Sco t t i sh ports w i t h Br i t i sh home-com ing vessels, is a s tory t h a t stirs us 

Ir ish as often as it is to ld . A n d it st irs our r ace-memory , f o r m u c h of cu r 

des t i ny has been l i n k e d w i t h the l a nds f r i n g i n g t he seas t h r o u g h wh i ch the 

A l l i e d vessels sail to-day in the teeth of t ea r i ng gales , t h r o u g h t he icy fogs, 

over the l u rk i ng w a k e of submar i nes , a n d unde r the s h a d o w of e n e m y wings . 

W e Irish have a long usarit'mo history, 

but It has been loo long forgotten: in 

thes days when, the bntt 'c c l the oceans 

rase.- round us. it is t ime we did turn our 

eyes seawards, and ask ourselves how 

much v... have been conccmcd with a de-

velopai: ,!H ill Eire which is among the 

most itnuariani of recent years. I am re-

ferring to the founding of the Marine Ser-

vice as a regular branch of the Defence 

Forces, also to the Mar i t ime Inscription, 

a sccogd line volunteer organisation. And 

how many cf us have troubled to enquire 

about that excellent organisation, the 

Mar i t ime Institute in Dubl in, founded to 

further the interests of Eire's Mercantile 

Mar ine? Wc have great seafaring tradi-

tions and may yet be called upon to re-

• new them Those tradit ions lead north-

wards, to the mine-infested waters up the 

long broken coasts of Norway, ar.d the 

bleak channr's of the Skager ilak. and 

Kattegat, the inhospital gateways to Den-

mark's once hospitable land. 

I R I S H M A R I T I M E E N T E R P R I S E 
T T O W much of our seafaring sense do 

we owe, to the ancestors of the 

present day inhabitants of those regions— 

the Northmen, who, if they ravaged our 

lands, despoiled our churches and looted 

our treasures, yet made our natural har-

bours in to some of the finest ports in 

Western Europe? The story of the de-

cline of those ports is perhaps better 

li ED FLEET AND THE ROYAL 

NAVY, by Mairin Mitchell (Hod-

der & Stoughton, 2s. 6d.) is the first 

book to appear in Engiish about the 

Red Fleet. Appropriately enough, it is 

written by an Irish woman whose com-

mand of her subject is enhanced bv 

the skilful command of her pen and 

rare political acumen. 

Describing the growth of the Red 

fleet, the author graphically describes 

Russia's three Fleets, the Black Sea, 

the Far Eastern, and the Baltic Fleet, 

which latter has played so memorable 

a part in helping to defend and free 

Leningrad. 

Miss Mitchell reminds us of the vast 

inland waterways of the Soviet Union, 

which are estimated at 76,015 miles, 

and tells us how the disposition of the 

British Navy, in the Mediterranean in 

particular, ha!s assisted the Soviet 

Union by preventing easy transit of 

German troops to Africa and Egypt 

and thence possibly to the Caucasus. 

This is a sound book, cheap enough 

for each to buy and important enough 

to secure inclusion in all Public 

Libraries. See that it is put In yours. 

known than that of the days of their 

prime, of the age when Waterford was 

"The Port of the Sun . " and when the 

"Yresche" traded their cloths and their 

leather through the cities o£ the Baltic, 

and when the names of I r ish captains had 

an honoured place in the Hanse records of 

Luebeck. 

The history of Irish mar i t ime enterprise, 

and of the Irish seafaring people, remains 

to be written. Such a history will natur-

ally devote a considerable section to the 

early Dan ish and Norse settlements on the 

coasts of Ireland. Bu t it is a mistake to 

regard the connection between Ireland and 

Denmark as datiag f rom the Invasion of 

our country by the Dttbh Ghail l , the "dark 

strangers." I r ish seamen traded and 

married with Scandinavians a hundred 

years before the tenth century Viking 

visitation. Speaking of our ports. Stcveni* 

su\s: "Dubl in , Wexford, Limerick, are 

all Danish settlements, and many an 

Ir ishman from those parts, in Denmark 

and Sweden, is, even in these days, taken 

for a Norseman. I n the old sagas the 

Irish or Danes from these portions of Ire-

land were called Vikingar Skctar (Viking 

Scots), which signified that they were 

sprung from an admixture of Danish 

Vikings with Scotch—the old name of the 

Irish—ere they conquered Scotland and 

gave that country its present name." 

" F A I R S T R A N G E R S " 
HP H O U G H the Dan ish raids a thousand 

J- years ago were marked by terrible de-

struction of Ir ish property, >"' the spolia-

tion of some of the nat ion's richest trea-

sures, and by the desecration of the tumul i 

in the Boyne Valley, it is on record that 

the appearance of the Danes off the Irish 

coast was much less dreaded than that of 

the Lochlannagh, the F inn "Ghaill, or 

"Fair Strangers." and when the Irish saw 

those long ships on their seas with crews 

of "Danmacach ocus all murach," as the 

old chroniclers say of the "Danes and 

foreigners," they m igh t at least have the 

consolation of knowing tha t ere long the 

Danes would be f ight ing with the other 

"foreigners," especially if they happened 

to be Norsemen. 

L A N D L E A P E R S " 
O E F O R E the outbreak of the present 

war, I was crossing from Friederik-

shavn in Denmark to Gothenburg in 

Sweden, and on tha i five hours' passage in 

the little steamer, my m ind turned back to 

the days when across those stormy waters, 

in their ships with raven banners, came 

the long-limbed Dubh Gha i l l pulling with 

mighty oars those beaked warships out of 

this northern haven, on their way to 

ravage the coasts of Leinster. "Land 

Leapers, merciless, soure, hardie," says the 

old chronicler. And away round the Skaw, 

that bleak land-thrust, putting out between 

the two Skager seas, you can find to-day 

the fisherfolk and seamen in whom the 

hardy Viking spirit shows itself, and which 

no Nazi brutishness will ever break. 

On this crossing over the Kattegat I was 

talking to one of the crew, a Swede. He 

was a knowledgeable man, with a lively In-

terest in naval history. "Times have 
changed," he said to me. " i n Ireland they 
have got their ports back, and they are on 
better* terms wi th their neighbour now. 
But I can remember how in 1916 the And 
sailed up this Kattegat w i th arms for a 
rebellion in Ireland. She could not put 
in to one of the Irish harbours then be-
cause they were under Brit ish control." 

G A L L A N T I R I S H S A I L O R S 
U O U T H of Gothenburg, down the Danish 

* Sound, an Ir ish admira l played a 

notable part in a decisive sea battle In the 

Napoleonic wars. Sir Thomas Graves, 
K.B., was a North of Ire land clergyman's 

son. and his uncle an admira l under whom 

he served as a midsh ipman engaged on an 

American station,, and off the Chesapeke. 

After the American war, Graves was 

second In command to Nelson on the 

DeAanoe, in the attack on the Danish line 

off Copenhagen. To his Commander-in-

Chief. N t l M n wrote: " I t is my duty to 

state to you the h igh a nd distinguished 

merit and gallantry of Rear-Admiral 

Graves." For his achievements in the 

Battle of the Sound, Graves was invests*! 

by NelAon with the Order «f the Bath. 

Another Ir ish sailor. John Barrett, born 

at Drogheda of a family long resident in 

Co. Louth, a brave, clever, but extraordin-

arily unlucky seaman, saw a good deal of 

service in the Danish Channel . For some 

time after 1806. he served with the Africa 
in the Baltic, his duty being to superintend 

the passage of convoys through the Sound. 

Lying here, near Ma lmo cn the Swedish 

side, his ship was attacked by more than 

40 Danish gun-vessels. The Africa, im-

movable in the dead calm, was a target, 

and for more than an hour received the 

fire of two divisions stationed ahead and 

astern. A shell fell on the lower deck of 

the ship; a fire started, but a boy threw 

the shell overboard and so saved the Africa 
from worse disaster. John Barrett lived 

to sail again, but died on the Minotaur, 
which, through the ignorance of his pilot, 

foundered when in charge of a home-going 

convoy from the Baltic. 

Robert Molesworth, the Dublin-born 

writer who became Viscount Molesworth of 

Swords, in his lively account of Denmark 

in the year 1692, says of the Dan ish Sound, 

that, between Elsinore and Helsingborg 

there "pass and repass all vessels that 

trade into the Bal'tlck; so t ha t next the 

Straight of Gibraltar, one may justly 

reckon this the most impor tant and fre-

quented of any in Europe." 

B U I L D M O R E S H I P S 
"I F Dan ish seamen have, in- the days of 

' "Scandinavian imperial ism" a thou-

sand years ago, left their names on the 

coasts of Ireland, it will be seen even from 

this short account, that I r i shmen have 

played their part, too, in the mar i t ime his-

tory of the Northern Lands. And, when 

the naval history of this present war comes 

to be written, it will include the name of 

many an I r i shman who sailed wittt' the 

Brit ish flotillas that guarded the north-

bound convoys to Russia, Tt should stir 

us to send our own ships sail ing over all 

the Seven Seas. 

And to build more ships. At the t im£ 

of writing this, it has been announced that 

Ir ish Pine, long overdue, is presumed lost. 

She was one of the few Irish-owned 

vessels, one which the Government of Eire 

had purchased for the Mercanti le Service. 

Bravely this 5,000 ton ship with her cap-

tain and crew of 33 had played her part 

in keeping open the tradeways to a war-

encircled Ireland, in bringing cargoes to 

an island which, as Mr. de Valera has 

said, is as effectively blockaded as any 

country in Europe. We cannot make good 

the loss of her gallant crew, but we can, 

if we make enough effort, replace the k)6s 

of Ir ish Pine, and we can work for the day 

when Ireland will again become "Eire of 

the Swift Ships." 

M A I R I N M I T C H E L L . 
•Unknown 8 w e d « n -J W. B. Steveni, 

M.J.I . , Hurst and Blackwell, 1927. 
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HITLER'S 
PROGRAMME 
TO CONQUER 

ENGLAND 
By CIVIS BRITANNICUS SUM 

PRICE - ONE SHILLING 

"LTITLER 'S own story of the reasons why 
1 * he invaded Russia. The reply to his 

accusations against England, the Jews, and 

others who wanted to smother Germany 

for the past 300 years. His programme to 

conquer England and the British Empire 

after subduing all Europe, 

r p I F book contains facts relating to how 
' the British Empire was created, how it 

fought Kaiserism to a standstill, how 
refugees from political torture are treated, 
and opens up Hie problems that the "man 
in the street" has to think about if real 

democratic PEACE has to be won. 

r i ^HE public have been warned as to what 

-L will Rappen If Hitler manages to invade 

the islands of Great Britain and Ireland, by 

what has become of Norway, Belgium, Hol-

land. France, Greece and Poland. Do not be 

lulled into sense of false security because the 

sea surrounds them. 

Address Orders— 

c/o Box 20, "Irish Freedom," 

Premier House, 

150 Southampton Row, 

London, W.C.I 


