
Mooney, Fighter for 
Freedom, Dies 
rpOM Mooney, U.S. labour leader, who 
A- was pardoned after serving 20 years 

in prison, died at San Francisco recently. 
He was 59. 

He had been in poor health since his 
release from prison and recently under-
went a fourth operation for ulceration <f 
the stomach. 

Tom Mooney and Warren K. Billings 
were convicted of throwing a bomb at the 
San Francisco Preparedness Day parade 
on July 22nd. 1916. when ten persons were 
killed and 40 injured. 

Mooney was condemned to death and 
Billings to life imprisonment. 

After uninterrupted agitation for re-
reversal of the conviction, which was 
ths result of a "frame-up," they were 
released in January, 1939. 

OUR NEW ADDRESS 

" IRISH FREEDOM " and 

CONNOLLY CLUB are 
now at: 

Room 117, 

Premier House, 

150 Southampton Row, 

London, W.C.I. 

Nearest Underground Station— 
Russell Square, Holborn, Euston, 

Goodge Street 

Buses pass the door: 68, 68a, 77, 77a. 

World-Wide Fight 
For Mooney 
r p H E fight to prove the innocence of Tom 
J- Mooney, whose death is reported 
from San Francisco, became almost an in-
ternational question. 

For 20 years he lay in gaol af ter being 
sentenced on a charge of having engi-
neered a dynamite outrage in San Fran-
cisco on July 22nd. 1916. 

American lawyers, politicians and pub-
lic wrangled over his guilt or innocence. 

His defenders extracted from the prose-
cution a photograph showing him and his 
wife on the top of a building more than a 
mile from the scene of the bombing with 
a clock showing the time as five minutes 
before the explosion. 

One of the prosecution witnesses later 
retracted his evidence and another was 
tried for perjury. 

The agitation for Mooney's release was 
led by his mother, Mrs. Mary Mooney. 

700 INVESTIGATORS 
The American Institute of Public 

Opinion sent out 700 investigators to ask 
people all over the States if they wished 
him to be freed. 

Sixty-six per cent, of the replies were 
"Yes." Seventy-four per cent, of Demo-
crats asked wanted to see him released, 
fifty-one per cent, of Republicans wanted 
him kept in gaol. 

Mrs. Mooney went to Germany, 
Russia, Holland, and France imploring 
help to get her son free. She was not 
allowed tp come to Britain, and leaflets 
were thrown from the House of Com-
mons gallery, while women shouted, "Let 
Mrs. Mooney in." 
In 1938 Mr. Culbert Olson, who had 

promised that if he were made Governor 
of California he would release Tom 
Mooney, was elected. 

He kept his word, and Mooney, who 
went into prison big, powerful and dark-
haired, came out white-haired and 
shrunken. His mother had died four years 
before. 

Mooney had been in poor health ever 
since his release f rom San Quentin prison. 
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Ct Ireland faced with disastrous food situation n 

DRASTIC MEASURES 
NEEDED TO AVERT 
F A M I N E 
"J"HE STORM has broken. The deluge has come. For months 

past it has been increasingly certain that Ireland would be 
faced with a disastrous food situation unless something was done 
to ensure increased home production. Nothing effective was 
done, and now famine stares the country in the face. 

I T is an open secret that the big ranchers 
' are to blame. They have been in con-

stant opposition to the "grow more wheat" 
campaign. They have spent the:r energies 
trying to secure higher prices. One of their 
representatives, a year ago, stated that 
the ranchers would feed the country "at 
their price." Their price is continually ris-
ing, and as nothing can assuage their 
cupidity, so the country will never get its 
food. 

Unfortunately, Mr. De Valera has been 
content to admonish. Appeals to their 
patriotism have largely been wasted. 
Where obvious breaches of the tillage regu-
lations have taken place, a small fine and 
a long lecture have proved of little value. 
What is wanted is a large fine, and for a 
second offence, jail or confiscation. All 
that remains is to learn the lessons of 
failure and weigh the ranchers' t r u # 
merits in future campaigns. 

Already tillage is behindhand for the 
1942 agricultural year. Winter wheat is 
past sowing time. Rumour has it that the 

amount sown is well below requirements. 
This means that the situation must be 
treated as an emergency, and emergency 
legislation passed. 

It is not too late to recover. Spring 
wheat can be sown for another six weeks. 
There must be a quick survey of the 
country's potentialities, every county 
should be given a quota, and compulsion 
should be applied to ensure its fulfil-
ment. Those offending against the regu-
lations should be jailed, and their farms 
taken over by the Government. Secondly, 
a survey should be made of the possi-
bilities of vastly increasing the potato 
crop. Farmers should be compelled to 
give a detailed return of all agricultural 
stocks on their premises, and a rigid 
rationing system should be introduced. 
Negotiations with Britain for exchang-
ing cattle and dairy produce against 
grain should be opened. 
Unless drastic measures are taken at 

once, next year will see Ireland even 
worse off than this year. 

by C. D. Greaves, B.Sc. 

SPRING SOWING 
IN RUSSIA 

P R E S I D E N T KALININ, of the Soviet 
* Union, emphasises, in "Pravda," 

the importance of the spring sowing, says 
Moscow Radio. 

"A failure of the crops would be equiva-
lent to a major defeat at the front," he 
states. 

"Those who work well will be playing a 
part equal to tha t of the bravest fighter 
in the front line." 

Two chairmen of Soviet collective farms 
have been sentenced to death by Kuiby-
shev Central Court on charges of criminal 
neglect by letting their grain ro t and fail-
ing to deliver their quotas of grain. 

S O W - A N D N O N O N S E N S E 
- D E VALERA 

r r H E seriousness of the food position and 
J- the necessity of having under tillage 

a sufficiency of wheat and cereals for 
human and animal needs was again 
stressed by An Taoiseach at a meeting 

I representative of Clare farmers, parish 
councils and public bodies in Ennis. 

Warning that those who did not use 
their land properly might be sent to gaol, 
he declared that the Government might 
have to go even further . 

"We may have to consider the whole 
question of whether they will be allowed 
to keep that land. It is a serious situa-
tion and there can be no nonsense in 
dealing with It." 

Mr. De Valera said the country re-
quired 1,000 tons of wheat per day and 
on the basis of last year's shortage of 
100,000 tons they would be short the 
equivalent of 100 days' supply. They 
must ensure that a similar position 
would not obtain this year. 
Whatever differences of opinion there 

might have been in the past about the wis-
dom of growing wheat, they knew now 
that if they did not grow it, they would go 
without. 

Some people who did not understand the 
difficulties talked lightly about rationing, 
Mr. De Valera continued. 'Eo have to 
ration anything meant a serious loss to 
the community and a great deal of clerical 
work, and inconvenience generally for the 
shopkeeper and the individual. 

Bread rationing was particularly diffi-
cult. There was no standard amount that 

each individual would eat. and an equit-
J able scheme was almost an impossibility. 

There was no reason why their objective 
ot an extra 150,000 acres of wheat could 
not be achieved if the people only realised 

, that this country was being more and more 
| isolated from alternative sources of supply 
i and that they would either have to produce 

their requirements or do without them. 
There was no excuse for being short of 

food in this country, Mr. De Valera de-
clared, and none for being short of the 
staple food—bread and wheat. 

They had to produce cereals for animal 
feeding as well as for human consumption, 
and they needed some 300,000 acres more 
for that. If they wanted to maintain their 
animal population they would have to pro-
duce the food for them. 

"I have warned our people several 
times,'' he added, "that if there is a short-
age of food, inevitably we will have to kill 
off the animals, and I hope there is nobody 
so unpatriotic as to be doing what I am 
told is being done secretly in some places— 
feeding wheat to animals." 

That was a disgrace at the present time, 
he said when the wheat was required for 
the people of their cities and towns. It 
was an offence and a crime, and there were 
legal penalties for doing it. 

"And speaking about the legal penal-
ties," he added, "| have got to say that 
some of the tines tmpo—d for often oes of 
that kind ihow a complete lack of appre-
ciation of the lerkMitnoaa of the posi-
tion." 

M 

MICHAEL 
O 'RIORDAN 

ICHAEL O'RIORDAN writes from 
Curragh Camp: 

Hut G.6, 
Tintown Internment Camp, 

Curragh Camp, 
Co. Kildare, 

Eire. 
I wish to acknowledge your gifts of 

books which I received some time ago from 
Central Books Ltd. I cannot tell you how 
delighted I was to know that you had not 
by any means forgotten me. I wish par-
ticularly to thank you for the books on the 
Soviet Union, which are in great demand 
here. 

Paddy Smith, who also received a parcel, 
has acknowledged your gift, but he asked 
me to mention it in my letter jus t in case 
that his letter would not arrive safe and 
sound. 

I also mention a case of a comrade of 
ours who is doing 20 years. He is an ex-
InteTnational Brigader, and a fine type of 
lad, and I ask you to do something for 
him, and request you to get some books 
sent to him, as that is about all that he is 
allowed. I heard from him last week, and 
he appealed to me for books, so I would 
be obliged if you could do something for 
him in that nature also. His name is 
James F. O'Regan, No. 1090, Chelmsford 
Prison, .Chelmsford, Essex. 

We, that is, Paddy, Smith, Johnny 
Power and myself, would always be very 
glad to hear news of ths lads In tho Club, 
and if any of our old friends are anywhere 
hanging about, ask them to drop us a few 
lines when they have time to do so. We 
are very anxious to hear all the news of 
the Club, and are looking forward to your 
reply with such interesting news. Don't 
forget to remind us to all old comrades. 

Thanking you again for your kind gift 
of books. 

Fraternally yours, 
MICHAEL O'RIORDAN. 

[We are confident this appeal for letters 
and books will not go unanswered by 
our readers.] 
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M a r c h i n g 

O n . . . 
1 T;BKUARY h a s been a month of great 
' excitement. with comings and goings, 
ureal diplomatic activity." and also great 
:;peet;;. ions in the London Connolly Club. 
First there h a s been the change of ad-

Jrrss. The old premises were gloomy and 
. ,t of the way. T h e new ones are bright 
inci accessible. And the improvement in 
ins direction seems to coincide with a 
. rui'al b r ighten ing up of the life of the 
C'.ub. 

Tins has been brought about, in part at 
.ca.-;. by the new committee, last year 's 
rommittee having been sadly depleted by 
• he homegoine of J i m Prendergast and 
Michael Maclnerney . both by the way now 
.n Belfast. Due to an oversight on the 
part of those who drew up the first Con-
stitution, their places could not be filled. 
That has been remedied now. But i t is 
hoped tha t it will not be necessary to use 
•.he new powers of co-option. 

* * * 

The firsL meet ing of the Committee ap-
pointed the following officers: Chairman. 
Desmond Greaves: Vice-Chairman, J immy 
Quinn: Secretary. Pa t Dooley: Treasurer, 
Bagenal Harvey; Membership Secretary, 
Elsie Timbey: Freedom Sales Agent. Steve 

€i 

i 

EASTER 
CELEBRATION 

Sunday, Apr i l 5th, 7 p.m. 
H O L B O R N H A L L , Theobald 's Road 

NATIONAL SPEAKERS 
Reserved Tickets 6d. Admission Free 

Farrelly: L i te ra ture Agent. Paddy Clancy; 
Wembley Representa t ive . James Higgins. 

In view of the fac t tha t the Secretary's 
services could be obta ined on a part-t ime 
basis only, it was decided that for the t ime 
being the task of main ta in ing touch with 
the provinces a n d t ry ing to form new 
branches outside London, should be car-
ripd on by the Cha i rman . 

* * * 
A plan is being d r a w n up for securing a 

much closer cohesion between the various 
units of the Club throughout the country. 
This cohesion will be finally expressed in 
a National Conference to be held in Lon-
don in June. F u r t h e r details will be pub-
lished later. I t is hoped tha t by then t h e 
large branches in Birmingham, Liverpool, 
and Manches ter will have become very 
flourishing concerns, grouping around 
them outlying branches , such as Coventry, 
Leigh, Birkenhead, etc., and that represen-
tation in the big cities will be completed by 
the inclusion of Glasgow. 

In order to fac i l i ta te our aim of build-
ing up a Club in Glasgow, will any Glas-
gow reader interested in taking the lead 
communicate with the London office? 
Aiso, no m a t t e r where you are, pass on 
your copy of "Ir ish Freedom" to tha t 
friend in Glasgow. Or give us his name 
and address, a n d we'll send him a copy. 

* * * 
The launching of the "Irish Freedom" 

Fund will be welcomed by all branches of 
the Club t h r o u g h o u t the country. Collect-
ing cards have been sent out, and it is 
hoped t h a t secretar ies will be "on- their 

SOW AND YE 
SHALL EAT 

ST. PATRICKS DANCE 
ALLENBY SERVICES CLUB 

2 HAND COURT, W.C.I 
(Off Bedford Row), Theobald's Road 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29th 
Dancing 7 - 1 1 p.m. Admission 1/6. 

toes" in seeing t h a t t he response is wha t 
it ought to be. Send for more cards if re-
quired to " I r i sh Freedom" Fund, Premier 
House, 150 Southampton-row, London, 
W.C.I. 

Be among the first list of donors pub-
lished in the Eas ter issue. 

* * * 
Details of Eas te r activities are slow 

coming in. We know tha t preparat ions 
are in progress in m a n y centres, but as we 
don't know w h a t they are, we don't give 
them the publicity they deserve. The 
April issue will be on sale for Easter; there 
is still time to advert ise. We ask our 
Branches to increase their orders for our 
special Easter issue, a n d to inform us of 
such increase as soon .a s possible. 

Branches should I06e no time selling this 
issue, because they will have the April 
issue in two weeks' t ime. 

(Cont inued In Next Column) 

r | 1 H E Lenten Pastorals have been issued 
1 by the Bishops throughout Ireland. 

T h e major i ty of such Pastorals urge that 
t he farmers, and they alone, s tand between 
I re land and famine. His Eminence Car-
dinal MacRory in his Lenten^ Pastoral 
urges the clergy to impress upon the 
f a rmers in the next couple of months the 
necessity ol increased "tillage, adding 

"Provide as much turf as possible. Turf 
should be cut early so tha t it could be 
properly dried. In too many places this 
was not done last year, with the result 
tha t not only was it wet or damp and 
made a poor fire, but, as it was sold by 
weight, and was of course heavier on 
account of the dampness, t he purchaser 
had actually to pay more on account of 
the very thing which made it bad turf . 
Some weeks ago I handled some turf 
t ha t had been sold by weight, and it is 
no exaggerat ion to say t ha t some pieces 
of it were nearly double t he weight they 
ought to be." 
T h e Archbishop of Dublin g r an t s dispen-

sat ion in the law of fas t ing: 

(Continued from Preceding Column) 
This, is wha t we like to read: "I wish to 

apply for membership of the Connolly 
Club, but as I am sending my copy of 
' I r i sh Freedom' to a friend. I do not wish 
to mut i la te it by cutt ing out the application 
fo rm. I shall be proud to fight for the lib-
eration, not only of my beloved homeland, 
but of the whole international working 
class, side by side with you of the Connolly 
Club, who are carrying on the proud tradi-
tion of such illustrious names as Wolfe 
Tone, Napper Tandy. Feargus O'Connor, 
and greates t of all, J ames Connolly." * * * 

REMEMBER THIS . . . 
The Department of Industry and Com-

merce declares tha t Irish workers in Eng-
land who sustain war accidents are en-
titled to the benefits of the Personal Injur-
ies (Civilians) Scheme. 

An insured member of the National 
Health Insurance Society of Eire who be-
comes resident and employed in Britain 
remains a member of the Ir ish society 
unti l he joins a Brit ish society or until t h e 
end of the second half-year following that 
in which he became employed in Britain. 

When he applies for membership to the 
Bri t ish society he should give his Irish 
membership number and surrender his 
cards. His previous Irish insurance will 
count for Nat ional Health purposes as if 
it had been in Bri tain. 

Unemployment Insurance is, however, on 
a different footing. Attempts at a recipro-
cal agreement have been made, but so far 
without success. 

* * * 
FIXED CONTRACTS 

T h e President of the National Farmers' 
Union of Scotland says his Council has 
suggested to the Government t h a t the best 
source of casual labour is Ireland, but tha t 
contrac ts a t a fixed wage should be made 
before the men embark. 

UNIFORM RATES 
T h e Scottish branches of the National 

Farmers ' Union continue to protest against 
the high ra tes earned by Ir ish migrants 
and to demand uniform r a t e s everywhere. 
They are also demanding extra rations of 
eggs for their workers. 

* * * 
BURT OF BATH 

In the Ba th area a certain Dr. Burt has 
been making wild charges about the "dirty 
verminous and disease-ridden" s t a t e of the 
fa rm-hands arriving from Ireland. This re-
sulted in annoyance for the Ir ishmen and 
a good deal of protest in their defence 
f rom local people who say the Irish are 
"decent, well-behaved, hard-working and 
good-living fellows." The Bath Trades 
Council, in response to requests f rom Irish 
members of the Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers, is protesting to the Health 
Committee agains t these "irresponsible 
s ta tements ." 

A number of anti-Ir ish letters which ap-
peared in the local press were answered by 
Fr. J. A. Lathaen, J.P., as "a di r ty slander 
on good hard-working men." 

* * * 
BIRKS ISSUE 

The Birkenhead P A C. has written to 
t he Ministries of Labour and Public 
Heal th complaining t ha t nat ives of Eire 
a re entering Bri tain and becoming charge-
able to Public Assistance. As there is a 
str ict permit system not only for entrance 
to Bri tain but also for leaving Eire, this 
accusation is r a ther mysterious. 

—CARDINAL MacRORY 

"Owing to present condit ions complete 
dispensation is grante'd in the law ol 
fasting." s ta tes Dr. McQuaid. "There will 
be no abst inence on Wednesday, with 
t he exception of Ash Wednesday, nor 
o n the Sa turday of Quarter Tense. Ash 
Wednesdays and all Fridays will be days 
of abstinence." He says t h a t prescrib-
ing observance of the fas t a n d abstin-
ence did not mean to add a new burden 
to be borne by those whose meals at all 
times, even when sufficient, are but 
barely sufficient to support heal th and 
s t rength in moderate comfort ." 
T h e Bishop of Ferns declares: 

"Present distribution' of worldly goods, 
according to which some have more than 
they need, while many have not enough 
to meet all the i r needs, does no t fulfil 
t he designs of the Creator. It is the 
S ta te ' s duty and r ight to effect by grad-
ual change, a more equitable distribution 
of the world's goods in t he interests of 
t h e public welfare." 
Referr ing to a recent Belfast round-up. 

t h e Pastoral of the Bishop of Down and 
Conner says: 

"Internees now almost number 300. 
Some had appeared before t h e Tribunal, 
proved they were guilty of n o offence, 
have guarantees but still r emained in 
prison." 
T h e Diocese of the Bishop of Derry cuts 

across the border, and nowadays, says the 
Bishop, 

March, 1942 

"Owing to t he different ra t ion ing and 
supply condi t ions on either side, occa-
sions and t empta t ions for mischief had 
increased very much. He did no t propo^-
to discuss t he principles of jus t ice gov-
erning smuggl ing and profiteering, bt;' 
called a t t en t ion to an even more senou> 
aspect of present-day border act ivi t ies--
the demoral is ing influence of the traflie 
going on. "I a m told that even childrt > 
on both sides of the border a re em-
ployed in these practices and a re ken 
away f rom school for this purpose." 
Drawing a t t en t ion to the dangers tha ' 

the war br ings ,nearer , the Bishop of Clon-
fer t declared: 

"Surrounded, a s we are. on all sides 
by dangers of every description, ever 
thought fu l m a n mus t now take though 1 

for the fu tu re . Our geographical posit u>:. 
exposes us to great danger, d a n g e r im-
mense and imminent , and the longer ih 
war lasts the grea te r it will be. 

"I often wonder at the complacency oi 
our people in t he terrible upheaval . I 
am not an a la rmis t , but the m a n who 
says we a re in no danger has neither 
eyes to see nor ears to hear nor powers 
to judge. Humanly speaking, how could 
we escape considering the strategically 
important position of our island on the 
map." 
Complaints by English ecclesiastic;:: 

authori t ies re la t ing to non-practice < 
their religion by some Irish workers r.'. 
England and Scot land are refer red to by 
the Bishop of Killaloe, 

"Men and women, not a few, were giv-
ing up religion a n d wanting to have no 
association wi th priests or n u n s whe 
tried to look a f t e r them." 
Refer r ing to fash ions in d res s thai , 

apa r t f rom ugliness, are indecent, t he pas-
toral says t h a t 

"Society people have much to answer 
for because of t h e scandal they give in 
this and many ways to the i r poorer 
sisters." 

Priest Charged with Murder 
CATTLESHED INCIDENT 

\ T ERY Rev. Franc is Moran. P.P.. Castle-
' town, was, a t An Uiamh District 

Court , returned for trial to t he Meath 
Criminal Court of April 20th on a charge 
tha t , on J anua ry 10th, at Knightstown, 
"he did feloniously and unlawful ly kill and 
slay William R y a n by striking h i m on the 
h e a d with his hand . " 

Francis Cal laghan, farmer, of Clover-
hill, Rathkenny, said tha t about 1.55 p.m. 
on the date in question he was examining 
ca t t l e in a shed at his brother Nicholas's 
f a r m at Knightstown, with h i s brother 
a n d William Ryan, a labourer on the farm, 
when his sister accompanied by Fr. 
Moran, came in. 

Fa the r Moran, said witness, looked at 
h im and his brother and ( indicat ing Ryan) 
said. "If you a re Catholic gent lemen I 
wonder at you having this m a n in your 
employment." He added: "I d e m a n d you 
to put him out of your employment ." 

Witness said he asked why, a n d Father 
Moran said t h a t Ryan had been leading 
a n immoral life. 

Ryan, witness continued, said: "No, 
Fa the r . I have not," and F a t h e r Moran 
said, "Yes, you have; take t h a t , " giving 
R y a n a slap on the side of t he jaw with 
his open hand. Ryan reeled a n d fell on 
t h e concrete floor. 

I n reply to Mr. T. B. H a n n i n (for the 
prosecution) he said tha t Ryan , when he 
spoke, was s tanding about two yards from 
F a t h e r Moran and had his h a n d s in his 
pockets. 

Continuing, witness said t h a t as Father 
M o r a n walked outside the door he called 
h im back, saying: "Father Moran , you 
have killed this man." F a t h e r Moran 
came back in a temper, turned Ryan—who 
looked unconscious—over on his back, 
shook him. and said he would be all right, 
adding as he le f t : "You could not kill an 
old blackguard like him." 

Witness and his brother l i f ted Ryan, 
who could not s tand up s t ra ight . His fore-
head . nose and m o u t h were bleeding. 

He (Callaghan) went home, and when 
he returned about an hour la ter R y a n was 
lying in the shed unconscious wi th a ban-
dage over his forehead. He sen t for a 
pr ies t and Fa the r Moran came and admin-
istered to Ryan. 

Nicholas Cal laghan (58), f a rmer , who 
corroborated his brother 's evidence, said 
R y a n was employed by his (witness's) bro-
t h e r for about 27 years. He said t h a t a 
doctor came and bandaged R y a n ' s head 
and the ambulance was sent for . When 
Fr . Moran came to administer to him he 
was upset and seemed to be very sorry. 

Ryan had not appeared to be very 
strong prior to the incident, though he 
had continued working. 

DOCTOR'S EVIDENCE 
Dr. R. V. Monaghan , Surgeon and M.O . 

Meath Co. Hospital , said tha t R y a n died 
on the day a f t e r admission to hospi tal . In 
his (witness's) opinion, death was due to 
cerebral compression following his injuries . 

Supt . Smith, Ceanannus Mor, sa id t h a t 
on J anua ry 10th he had an interview with 
Fa the r Moran, who, af ter being cautioned, 
said in a s t a t e m e n t : 

"There has been a girl living in W i f y a m 
Ryan 's house a t Knights town for t h e j>as; 
18 months. About 18 months ago I spoke 
to Ryan and aked Rim not to h a v e this 
girl going into t h a t house. About tha t 
t ime Ryan 's s ister died, and u p to the 
t ime she died the girl was going in a n d out 
of the house a n d subsequently near ly lived 
in t ha t house, a s f a r as I could get a n y in-
formation. 

"Last October I got real serious about 
th is ma t t e r and I went into R y a n ' s house 
one day; R y a n a n d the girl were eat ing 
their dinner toge ther when I went in. I 
put her out t h a t day and was a f t e r w a r d s 
told tha t he b r o u g h t her back t h a t n igh : 
again. 

"Some short t ime af terwards I hea rd she 
had gone away to Kilcock. Last Thu r sday 
I was talking to Mrs. Gunn, Knightstowr. , 
when I saw the girl ride down the road on 
Wm. Ryan's bicycle. I said to Mrs. Gunn . 
' I s this one back again? ' Mrs. G u n n re-
plied, 'She never left . ' 

"After I lef t Mrs. Gunn, I got in contact 
with Wm. Ryan. I said to him, 'You've 
this one back again , ' o r someth ing like 
tha t . I c anno t remember if R y a n made 
any reply. I told h im I would repor t him 
to the Board of Hea l th and get h i m out 
of his cottage." 

He told how he had gone to Ca l laghan s 
house and asked t h e m to put R y a n out of 
their employment, saying tha t R y a n was 
leading an immora l life. 

"Ryan was n e a r e r to me at th i s part icu-
lar time, and h e replied. 'No, I am not 
or something to t h a t effect. I t h e n drew 
my r ight h a n d a n d hit him a s lap on the 
lef t jaw. He t h e n fell to the floor. 

"Nicholas Ca l l aghan then remarked . He 
is dead,1 or someth ing like tha t . I then 
gave him a shake and he seemed to com'' 
to life. I t h ink F r a n k Cal laghan made a 
remark. 'He is dead or dying.' and I re-
plied, ' A b lackguard does no t die >o 
quick,' and I l e f t shortly af terwards . 

" In about a n hou r and a half after-
wards I was summoned to Knights town. 
where I spir i tually attended to William 
Ryan; a f t e rwards h e was conveyed to the 
Navan Hospital ." 

Mr. Lacy said he was reserving his 
I defence. 

t 
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INDIA, CHINA make to-day's headlines on this page 
"IRISH F R E E D O M " presents special features by 

authorities who know their subjects inside out. 

THE 
LESSONS 
OF 
SINGAPORE 
f P H E London "Times" o n Fi b. 18th pub-
• lished an important ar t ic le on the fall 

ol Singapore. Some of the most important 
passages we reproduce, a s follows: 

" In t he first place." says the writer. 
"Singapore was never a for tress at all; 
it was a potential Allied naval base. I t s 
significance depended on certain unful-
filled or only partly fulf i l led conditions, 
of which the chief was t h e Allies' ability 
to produce enough sh ips a n d aeroplanes 
to opera te f rom the base and keep the 
Japanese several h u n d r e d s of miles 
f rom it. 

"The ' fortress ' concept arose out of 
loose th ink ing when o u r propagandist 
and public speakers were t ry ing to keep 
the J apanese out of the war by making 
them th ink us much s t ronge r than we 
really were. The legend grew and grew, 
but it h a d little basis in f a c t . . . 

"Unlike Tobruk. S ingapore had a 
civilian population of 700,000 people. 
Unlike Moscow, the bulk of this popula-
tion were apathe t ic spec ta to rs of a con-
flict which they felt did not concern 
them." 

"Many of the white t roops—the Aus-
tral ians were conspicuous exemptions— 
—never seemed to be physical ly up to the 
mark. Some have been too long in this 
tropical cl imate and have gone soft." 

"To m y mind." con t inued the writer, 
"the General who showed the greatest 

qualities of leadership was the comman-
der of t he Australian Imperial Force. 
Hard, bi t ter , sarcastic, difficult, he was 
yet a f ighter through a n d through,, im-
bued like his men wi th a n aggressive, 
offensive, and unconvent ional spirit. 

"Otherwise, the absence of forceful 
leadership made itself f e l t f r om the top 
downwards. The ma te r i a l of the men 
was potentially good. Something was 
lacking to crystallise it, to co-ordinate it, 
to infuse it with the fire of confidence. 

"The same lack of dynamism, of ag-
gressive energy, charac ter i sed the upper 
ranks of civilian admin i s t ra t ion . Perhaps 
it is impossible to re ta in these qualities 
af ter a l ifetime spent in t h e easy-going 
routine of colonial admin is t ra t ion , much 
of it in the enervat ing heat of the 
tropics. I n Malaya t h e r e was time for 
static to be replaced by dynamic and 
able leadership. 

, "The Government had no roots in the 
life of the people of the country . Wi th 
the exception of certain sect ions of the 
Chinese community—some inspired by 
Free Ch ina ' s struggle for survival, others 
by Soviet precept and example , the bulk 
of the Asiatic population remained spec-
tators f rom s tar t to f inish. Thei r inclina-
tion was to get as f a r a s possible from 
the scene of hostilities. . . . One good 
push had sen t the s t r u c t u r e crashing to 
the ground." 
The writer concludes by urg ing . Firstly, u 

greater number of aeroplanes to be made 
available to t he Allied forces in the Pacific 
so tha t t hey can gain supremacy over 
Japanese in the air. Secondly, tha t the 
British mus t exercise to t h e full those 
"qualities of vigour and ru th les sness which 
made them grea t in the p a s t . " 

Something different to t h a t is required 
also if success against J a p a n e s e and Ger-
man Fascism is to be won in t he imminent 
attacks upon Burma and possibly India. 

Mr. Nehru, the Indian Congress leader, 
expressing the wishes of t h e India Con-
gress (so ably outlined e lsewhere in "Irish 
Freedom" by Dr. K. S. She lvankar ) , has 
warned the world in his s t a t e m e n t follow-
ing his interviews with C h i a n g Kai Shek, 
the Chinese leader a t p r e sen t visiting 
India, t h a t Ind ia will con t inue to remain 
inactive in t he present s i tua t ion until 
granted her full independence by Great 
Britain. 

Until t h a t is granted, t h a t "something" 
will be lacking to "crystallise, co-ordinate, 
and infuse with confidence1 ' t h e millions of 
Indian workers who have a l ready declared 
their undying ha t r ed of Fasc i sm in all its 
for ms. Untfl Independence is granted, 
they too may "remain spec ta to r s from 
start to finish." Wha t appl ies to India 
applies to Ireland. Ireland is in no less 
peril of invasion than Ind ia . 

Time is short and once again we urge 
the British Government to reconsider their 
refusal to unite the Indian and Irish 
workers behind the cause of freedom by 
Riving to the peoples of both countries 
their rightful independence. In addition, 
the fate of peoples wishing to maintain 
their neutrality in the midst of war, world-
wide in its scope and destructlveness, will 
hot be lost on the present Government of 
Eire. 

I 
i 

INDIA is the bfcm-si country in the 
* world to-day where there is a deep and 

active conflict between the government 
and the people. This fact is concealed 
by official j a rgon which pers is tent ly 
identifies t he government of I n d i a with 
the people of India. It is said, for 
example, t h a t India is to be represented 
in tlie War Cabinet and the Pacific War 
Council. But the "India" t ha t will be 
represented is the "Government of India, 
which is but a subordinate b r anch of the 
British Government . Again, t h e Pac t of 
the Twenty-six Nations signed in Wash-
ington early th i s year had a n " Ind ian" 
signatory: t he gentleman was a n official 
appointed by t h e British-controlled Ind ian 
Government . And when the Allied Coun-
cil last met in London, the Duke of Devon-
shire represented "India." 

This kind of window-dressing will only 
deceive those who desire to be deceived. I t 
does not a l ter t h e hard political f a c t t ha t 
the Indian people are hostile to t h e Bri t ish 
Government—one of the grounds of their 
hostility being precisely this, t h a t their 
rulers send nominees, in the n a m e of 
India, to these internat ional ga the r ings 
without the s l ightest reference to the 
wishes of the Ind ian people themselves. 
Other, and yet more solid g rounds of 
hostility, exis t : t h e fact, for instance, t h a t 
in 1939 India was brought in to the war 
by an autocra t ic ukase of the Governor 
General, himself acting on ins t ruct ions 
f rom London. T h e determination of the 
Bri t ish G o v e r n m e n t to affront the Ind ian 
people and keep them in subject ion was 
clearly revealed only a few m o n t h s ago 
when Churchil l went out of his way to 
declare categorically tha t t he provisions 
of the Atlant ic Charter, which promise 
a new world to t he rest of humani ty , will 
no t apply to Ind ia . 

INDIA: 
Dr. K. S. Shelvankar 
Born in India 1906. Educated a t 
Adyar, Madras , a t the University of 
Wisconsin a n d the London School 
of Economics. Specially interested 
in politics, history, philosophy, a n d 
the evolution of the ideas and insti-
tut ions of t h e East. Author of a 
study of t he Idea of Equality. Aiso 
Ends are Means and A Critique of 
Social Values. Particularly in ter-
esting is his Problem of India in 

the Penguin Special Library. 

But—al though official p ropaganda seeks 
to create t h a t impression—the I n d i a n 
people are no t sub-human. T h e y are 
much like the common people everywhere: 
they desire na t iona l freedom, they desire 
to shake off t he vicious and deadly grip 
of vested interes ts , they want peace and 
a decent s t a n d a r d of life. Br i t i sh rule 
m e a n s a denial of all these th ings ; it has 
enslaved the na t ion and brought in its 
t ra in disease, illiteracy, poverty, s ta rva t ion , 
To change these conditions a n d enjoy 
freedom has for many years been the 
supreme object of the Indian people. They 
have built up mass organisations which 
dur ing the last two decades have grown 
enormously in s t rength . The National 
Congress is the foremost of these orga-
nisations, and under its leadership the 
people have voiced their demand for free-
dom. I t has given them not only self-
respect and self-assurance but t he know-
ledge tha t their power will grow and 
the i r cause prevail , and tha t whatever 
the British Gove rnmen t may say or do, 
they, the I n d i a n people, are a n inde-
pendent factor in the worlds affairs . 

If it were not sure of its s t rength , »if it 
were not confident of its ability to make 
an independent contribution to the world's 
development, the National Movement 
would have limited its a t t en t ion to 
domestic issues or allowed itself to . be 
swayed merely by antipathy to Britain. 
I t h a s followed nei ther of these cotirses. 
Its nat ional ism is based on a realistic 
appraisal of the world situation. It knows 
that the Indian people cannot stand alone, 
waging a private war with Britain, Indif-
ferent to the fate of other countries and 
the policies pursued by other powers. It 
knows that freedom, in the modern world, 
is indivisible; that India must constantly 
extend her friendly contacts witU other 

nat ions and at the same time come out 
openly-against the aggressors and would-
be conquerors. 

The Congress h a s acted s teadfas t ly in 
the light of this knowledge. I t a t t acked 
Bri t ish foreign policy, all t h rough the 
'thirties, not so much because it was 
"Bri t ish" but because it was a policy which 
helped Fascism, victimised the weaker 
na t ions and undermined the hope of a 
co-operative world order. Indeed, t he 
Congress went f u r t h e r ; directly con t r a ry 
to .Government policy, it raised f u n d s in 
India and organised other forms of as-
sistance to countr ies like Abyssinia, C h i n a 
and Spain. And when the Viceroy high-
handedly declared Ind ia a belligerent, the 
Congress, in accordance with its oft-re-
peated pronouncements , refused to give 
any form of co-operation. The system of 
government in India became more bureau-
cratic and a rb i t ra ry than before; the 
Viceroy assumed virtually dictatorial 
powers: and t housands of Indians. Con-
gressmen, working-class and peasan t 
leaders, women, s t uden t s and others, were 
thrown into jails a n d prison-camps, quite 
o f ten without being brought up for trial 
in a court. 

Such, roughly, w a s the s i tuat ion in 
India when the war took on a new and 
more menacing charac te r . The Soviet 
Union was dragged in ; there was the 
flare-up in Irak a n d I r a n ; the F a r East 
was swept into the vortex by the Japanese 
imperialists; and t h e alliance took shape 
between the United States , Britain. China 
and the U.S.S.R., a n alliance serving as 
the core of a world-wide coalition aga ins t 
Fascism and for democracy. Congress, 
f a i t h fu l as ever to the cause of the Ind ian 
people, recognised a t once t ha t a merely 
negative at t i tude to the war was no longer 
adequate. Without in any way aba t ing 

its hostility to Brit ish imperialism, it 
declared, through Nehru, tha t India 's vital 
interests were bound up with the victory 
of China and the Soviet Union; and t h a t 
the Indian people were ready, nay, eager, 
to co-operate fully with the Allies in the 
effort to defeat the Axis forces. 

The question now is whether India can 
be brought in effectively as an ally and 
a co-belligerent under British or under 
nat ional leadership. T h e question an-
swers itself. Not only has British lead-
ership so far proved itself inefficient, bu t 
in India where the masses have a rooted 
dis t rus t of t he R a j , it is inherent ly in-
capable of arousing the i r enthusiasm and 
harnessing their energy and their ini t ia-
tive to the war effort . The inexhaustible 
man-power and the varied resources of 
India still remain largely untapped. They 
can be—they mus t be—drawn out so as 
to enable India to p u t up a massive a n d 
tenacious struggle such as the Chinese 
have been waging. But this 'can only 
be done under a leadership similar to 
t h a t which obtains in China—a na t iona l 
leadership possessing the confidence and 
evoking the instinctive loyalty of t he 
masses. That is why the Congress is de-
manding that the British should recognise 
India's independence and set up a t once 
a provisional nat ional government "to un-
dertake the defence of the country on a 
national basis and be of help in t he 
fu r the rance of the larger causes t ha t a r e 
emerging from the war." 

But the Blimps and the Bourbons con-
tinue obstinately to pra t t l e in their own 
obsolete language—a language t ha t h a s 
no relation whatever to the desperate 
realities of the presen t situation. Some 
of them say it is "grotesque" to suggest 
tha t Britain is rul ing India ; o thers that 
India is so hopelessly divided that Bri-
ta in must go on governing her even after 
the war. The one thing they do not see 
is t ha t the Fascist hordes, Japanese or 
German, must be stopped now a t all costs 
—even if it means relinquishing their 
power and mobilising the masses. The 
Congress, however, which has a respon-
sibility to those masses has set about 
raising a volunteer corps; and in the wel-
come given to Chiang-Kai-Shek fln his 
recent visit, India expressed her deter-
mination to strengthen her ties vplth China 
and play her full part in bringing about 
the defeat of the Fascist powers. 

CHINAS 
NEW ROAD 

TO 
THE WEST 

\ S the news came of the closing of t h • 
Rangoon approach to the Burm, 

Road, thousands of I n d i a n s were a l read; 
working to rush th rough a second life-line 
for China. 

Thousands more a re responding to a n 
appeal made by Chiang Kai Shek in t h -
talks he has been hav ing in India. 

SEVEN THOUSAND CASUALTIES 
Frant ic efforts are being made to teles-

cope into weeks the job of completion t h a ' 
under the best and most speedy condit ions 
would normal ly take mon ths . 

Unlike the Burma Road, this one r u n s 
direct f rom India to Ch ina . 

It is hidden deep in the hinterland, scal-
ing even more terrible and mounta inous 
country t h a n its f a m o u s predecessor. Bu-
it is the highway tha t ul t imately will keep 
Chiang's armies supplied. 

As it now s tands the road passes souti-
of Tibet, a n d is approach ing the borders or 
Assam, one of the nor th-eas te rn provinces 
of India. ' 

The Chinese have buil t the first p a r t : 
the Ind ians will help t hem finish it. 

The road s ta r t s in China, just west o t 
Chungking a t Chengtu , and runs t o 
Sichang, in Southern Sikang. 

More t h a n 100,000 unskilled men a n a 
20,000 skilled stone-cutters have been work-
ing day and night on th i s par t of the road 
since early last year. 

Most of them are f rom North China , 
and they have good reason to rush the i r 
work. T h e J aps have occupied most of 
their home territory. Many of them will 
never see their famil ies again . 
Seven thousand have died or disappeared 

without t race since t he work started. I t 
is common to see a rope snap, hear t h e 
death agony of a m a n fal l ing to his doom. 

Each n igh t they hold a roll call in t h e 
camp. I t is the only way to keep a check. 
I n ten weeks, 70 s tonecu t t e r s dropped t o 
death when the road h a d to be hewn f r o m 
rock over a deep canyon. 

The graves of those whose bodies h a v e 
been found stand by the roadside as a 
tr ibute to an engineer ing feat that s u r -
passes even the miracle of the B u r m a 
Road. 

8,400 FEET UP 
The highest point on the Burma Road i s 

6,000 feet, while the new road touches 8.40© 
j feet a t S t raw Raincoat ' s Peak, and 7.80© 

feet a t Buddha ' s Cliff. 
It ra ins most of the t ime in these p a r t s , 

while there is heavy snow six months out: 
of twelve. 

But, despite these t remendous h a n d i -
caps. the Chinese believe t h a t it can b e 
kept clear and in working order for a good, 
proportion of t he year a n d become an i n -
valuable means of communicat ion a n d 
supply between the Allies. 

NEHRU LEADS 
INDIA 

STIRRING CALL TO THE NATION 

In a s t i r r ing message f rom Wardha to 
the Indian people, Nehru asks them to b e 
prepared for all eventual i t ies and to "facer 
them dangerously." "Do not run a w a y 
from your villages or get panicky if t h e r e 
are air raids, but help victims." he has told 
them. The Brit ish Gove rnmen t can a l lay 
no panic. Malaya h a s revealed W h i t e 
Sahib leadership in all its Blimpishness! 

Congress is raising a volunteer corps. I n 
a few days millions of men and women 
would have enlisted. Not only its size a n d 
its nation-wide organisat ion, but its s tead-
fastness and discipline will again confound 
the cynics and critics, a n d will place before 
the Indian people a powerful organ of as-
surance, self-confidence and service which 
they badly need at th is moment . Women 
will enrol themselves on the same terms as 
men and will play a very significant role 
in this volunteer movement . 

At the same time, all pver the country 
the unity with the wider cause, the effec-
tive development which the British Gov-
ernment is baulking, will be promoted oil 
a national scale by mass act ion and volun-
tary organisation. T h e Friends of t h e 
Soviet Union Conference, the All-India 
Women's Soviet Aid Committee, the consis-
t en t support for China, and the insistence 
of the Congress that the people of India 
have no quarrel with the British peopla 
will unite the nation in this larger deter, 
mlnatlon. 

THE WAY FORWARD 
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D E V A L E R A A N D E I R E 
1 \ESPITE colossal differences. Eire has 
J - ' one thing in common with Britain. 
That is that each has the only man cap-
able of uniting their country. This is the 
secret of their unprecedented influence 
and prestige, in face of continuous criti-
cism from varying standpoints. The unity 
of each nation is vital to its security, and 
the spokesmen of that unity demand sup-
port. serious, steady, and considered 
criticism. 

The recent address given by Mr. De 
Valera at the luncheon of the Irish Manu-
facturers' Association, and the speech in 
Cavan, illustrate this point. Both state-
ments are weighty and instructive. The 
whole course of Irish national policy is sur-
veyed, as seen through the eyes of Fianna 
Fail. 

Nobody could fail to appreciate the great 
and constructive work which Fianna Fail 
has done for the Irish people. "The dan-
ger . . . that Ireland would become a 
ranch' ' was averted by the policy of pro-
tection of existing native industries, and 
the encouragement of new ones. National 
Freedom was achieved for Twenty-Six out 
of Thirty-Two counties— a fact which the 
continued occupation of the Six Northern 
ones sometimes tends to obscure. And 
attempts, meeting with various success, 
have been made to revive the Irish lan-
guage. 

"We are a completely sovereign state," 
said Mr. De Valera, "but unfortunately a 
portion of our country has been cut off, 
and until it is reunited to the rest no 
Nationalist can say that the national ob-
jective has been achieved." 

Speaking of present problems, Mr. De 
Vaiera spoke of the efforts to solve the 
fuel and transport problems, and of the 
need to produce the maximum possible 
lood. This was only possible if profiteer-
ing was prevented. National interests must 
. \ke precedence over individual interests. 

While it would be impossible not to ap-
preciate the positive side of the work of 
Fianna Fail, nevertheless there is a certain 
negative aspect. This becomes clear in 
the address at the luncheon. The aim was 
a preference for Irish industry. It became 
clear, however, that there was little hope 
of success until they got Government con-
trol and were able to give the protection 
to their industries which only a native 
Parliament would give. 

Mr. De Valera, saying that he had been 
associated with business men for 34 years, 
unconsciously betrayed one of the weak-
nesses of F ianna Fail. That is its too nar-
row basis. As long as what is good for 
the business man is good for Ireland, all is 
well, but solicitude for the manufacturer 
has sometimes taken the form of anti-
Trade Union Bills, wages, standstill orders, 
and suchlike measures which injure the 
working class. Trade has also come into 
its privileges. Despite the ant ipathy be-
tween Fianna Fail and Fine Gael, the 
party of trade and huge-scale farming, the 
ranchers have not been treated badly in 
the past, and in the past few months have 
been allowed to get away with one of the 
most disgraceful treacheries in Irish 
history. 

Mr. De Valera would strength his posi-
tion by broadening his Government to in-
clude those members of Fine Gael who 
have the national interests at heart, and 
representation from the Labour Party. All 
profiteers, all those who speculate in the 
people's food, should be jailed, not admon-
ished. Compulsion should be applied to 
agriculture on a much bigger scale, espe-
cially to force ranchers to sow spring 
wheat, immediately, and plenty of it. 

Mr. De Valera can bring about a 
national unity h i t l n^o unknown in Ire-
land, and this is the time to do it. 

B U R T O F B A T H 

DOCTOR Burt has spoken. The citizens 
of Bath must be protected from the 

"verminous" Irishmen in their midst. Its 
citizens must refuse to billet these "aliens 
who do not follow the laws of the country." 

Herr Doctor bad ttoo Irishmen billeted 
upon himself In his house In the noble 
Circus. Was it not the duty of contractors 
to build hutments or commandeer houses 
in which to house these aborigines? 

Yes. Hutmente are necessary. Houses 
should be commandeered. Possibly even 
use those institutions designed to house 
those whose liberty to roam and roar In a 
certain condition constitute a danger to 

(Continued at foot of Next Cniomo) 

WORLD COMMENT 
• ••••••••• The End of an Epoch 

r P H E drama being enacted before us 
affecting belligerent and neutral, is 

so vivid and poignant that all previous 
human history seems pallid in comparison. 
What a month, since these Notes were last 
written! 

Libya has been won and lost again. 
Russia strides forward with increasing im-
petus. Singapore falls to the Japanese. 
Cabinet crises in Egypt. All melt into a 
general impression of total war in steadily 
mounting fury, In the height of battles 
covering five continents, two German war-
ships calmly and brazenly make their way 
up the English Channel. And the Ameri-
can troops settle in Ulster. 

This is no tale told by an idiot. The 
sound and fury signifies a desperate 
struggle between irreconcilable opponents, 
Fascism the mediaeval torture chamber, 
the destruction of individuality and 
nationality—and Democracy, albeit in part 
clouded, but still signifying the will of the 
People. 

What is the tally of the short month 
gone by? 

CRIPPS RETURNS 
ri iHE arrival of Cripps from Moscow set 
L London agog. It coincided with 

Churchill's demand for a vote of confi-
dence. Would Sir S. Cripps soon be in the 
Cabinet? He was "rumoured" into every 
Ministry in succession, but ended by stay-
ing outside and expressing his opinion in 
forceful speeches throughout the country. 

From Russia he brought vivid impres-
sions of a nation's fight for existence. 
British commitments to Russia, he de-
clared, have been truly honoured. But 
tha t was not enough. Cripps pointedly 
warned, "Nations will influence the post-
war world in proportion to their labours 
now." Meanwhile Russian armies press on. 

MALAYAN TWILIGHT 

IN Malaya an epoch dies away amidst 
fire and explosion. British civilians 

and some soldiers were evacuated to 
Sumatra as the proud city of Singapore 
fell to the Japanese. We can be sure that 
the Malayan and Chinese will fight on in 
their own way. Had they been given the 
means to fight from the beginning, this 
disaster might have been avoided. 

The attention moves to Australia, 
Borneo and Java. These islands are the 
richest prizes of the world. Sumatra pro-
duces 55 per cent, of the petroleum of the 
Dutch East Indies. Java with its 70 mil-
lion population is a nation the size of 
Japan. 

The question sharply rises again. Shall 
British colonial policy proceed as before? 
Is the entire Far East to be defended by a 

handful of whites? Or shall the peoples 
of these countries be allowed to take a 
hand in shaping their own destiny? 

One cannot avoid comparing Malaya 
with China. When a free people fights 
for what it believes in. even the material 
resources of Fascism cannot counterbal-
ance that moral superiority. That prin-
ciple might be remembered in the battle 
now opening for Burma. 

EGYPT 
r p H E war has caused sharp economic and 
-L political difficulties in Egypt. Fol-
lowing the spectacular advance of Rommel 
in Libya, King Farouk precipitated a 
political crisis, objecting to his Govern-
ment breaking off relations with Vichy 
France without first consulting him, dur-
ing his absence from Cairo. 

Surrounding himself with pro-Axis coun-
sels. Farouk had long sought an opportun-
ity to establish a coalition government. 
The resignation of the existing govern-
ment gave him his chance, but he was un-
successful. The ensuing result brought to 
power the Wafd. or Nationalist Party 
(corresponding to Fianna Fail in Ireland) 
who are strongly anti-Fascist, and pro-
mised to honour their alliance with 
Britain, while brooking no British interfer-
ence in Egypt's internal affairs. 

Britain has promised not to interfere. 
This change of government in Egypt is a 
happy event, strengthening the entire 
Near East. 

Meanwhile the neighbouring countries 
of Palestine and Syria remain unsettled. 

BENGHAZI AND BREST 

EVIDENCE of the need to prune the 
British Cabinet of its dead wood is 

seen in the Libyan reverses and the 
escape of the German ships from Brest. 

The Germans were driven out of Cyren-
aica and Rommel had only one-third of 
his tanks left—all was over bar the shout-
ing which had commenced with the pom-
pous braggadocio with which the Cairo 
spokesman heralded the campaign. 

Suddenly Rommel turned on the British, 
driving them almost where they had be-
gun. It transpired later that Rommel had 
received reinforcements with the help of 
Vichy France. But apparently nobody was 
to blame, "it could not be avoided at all." 

To crown the Libyan fiasco came the 
Channel battle. The full story is not 
available at the time of writing. But it 
appears tha t after being bombed in Brest 
the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau put to sea, 
the British Navy being unable to conceive 
the German attempt to force a passage 
through the Channel. But the Germans 
attempted and succeeded. The British 

O'DONNELLS 
NEW JOB 
MR. Peadar O'Donnell has been offered 

and has accepted the position of 
adviser on migratory labour to the Depart-
ment of Industry and Commerce. 

Mr. O'Donnell's association with migra-
tory workers dates back to 1918 when he 
first went among the potato workers in 
Scotland. Since then he has made periodi-
cal tours, of bothies. A few weeks ago he 
visited migrants in hostels in various parts 
of Britain. 

A native of the Rosses of Donegal, 
Peadar O'Donnell is well known as a writer 
and public man. He began his career as a 
teacher on Arranmore Island, but threw 
up the post to cross to Scotland to en-
quire into grievances of Donegal workers. 
While there he worked as a labourer him-
self. 

Later he became an official of the Irish 
Transport and General Workers' Union 
and organised migratory workers, fa rm 
labourers and small farmers. 

In the Anglo-Irish war he rose to the 
rank of brigadier. He was a member of 
the I.R.A. Executive during the Civil War, 
when he was imprisoned. While in Jail he 
was elected as Republican T.D. for his 
native County. 

(Continued from Preceding Column) 
the common weal. Within them should be 
placed gentlemen of the calibre of Dr. 
Burt. 

His activities constitute a greater source 
of infection than any wayward germ. For 
his racial hatred—on the German model— 
is a constant source oT contagion. 

One germ may possibly lead to an epi-
demic, and racial discrimination to a pog-
rom. Bath's citizens understand that, and 
have told the doctor so. 

COSGRAVE 
DROPS DILLON 
Tyj R. James Dillon has tendered his resig-

nation from Fine Gael, the party in 
Eire which is led by Mr. Cosgrave. 

In a letter to Mr. Cosgrave Mr. Dillon 
says: "If it occurs to you that the views 
expressed by me on our relations with 
America are inconsistent with the reten-
tion by me of the deputy leadership of the 
Fine Gael party, I think it right to tender 
my resignation." 

Mr. Cosgrave replied: "My colleagues 
and I have reluctantly come to the con-
clusion that the interests of the country 
and the usefulness of the party to the 
country would best be served by accept-
ance. A sense of duty ha s compelled you 
to pursue a particular course in relation to 
external policy in the emergency, of which 
we could not in the interests of the coun-
try approve. 

"Like you, we are animated with feelings 
of cordial friendship for the U.S.A., but we 
do not share your views as to how tha ' 
friendship can best be maintained and 
strengthened." 

At the annual meeting of Fine Gael on 
February 10th (at which he was elected 
Vice-President) Mr. Dillon warned the 
Irish people that Germany was attempting 
to pry the Irish people apart from their 
traditional alliance with the United States. 
He said that if they committed the 
supreme folly of accepting Instead any 
form of oo-operation with the Nazi-Fascist 
powers. It would merely Introduce.a.devel-
opment ending In Eire becoming a German 
Gibraltar in. the Atlantic. The survival 
of the Irish nation depended on the main-
tenance of the Irish-American alliance. 

| people are asking, Must the enemy always 
do the inconceivable? And what happens 
to the infantile Ministers who can't fur-
nish an answer? 

THE PENINSULA AGAIN 
l^RANKLY, we do not like the develop-
* ments in Spain and Portugal. In 

particular, the attempt now being made to 
associate Ireland with the Axis powers. 
These attempts have not yet been success., 
ful, while slowly Anglo-Irish relations hap-
pily continue to improve. 

With rare diplomacy Franco gave two 
receptions this year. One for the demo-
cracies, attended by Britain, America, and 
most of the South American States. The 
other for the Axis powers and the Euro-
pean puppet governments with Argentine, 
Chili, Peru and Eire invited. 

Chili is quite good company, with its 
popular government. But Hungary, Fin-
land and Italy are not the best associates 
for a democracy like Ireland. This is an 
obvious attempt to compromise Irish 
neutrality in favour of the Axis. 

Following, this came the discussions be-
tween Salazar of Portugal and Suner, and 
the visit of Madame Petain to Madrid. 
The first tremor of uncertainty is voiced 
by the torturer of Spain and the jailer of 
Frank Ryan, General Franco, who des-
cribes the possibility of a Russian advance 
on Berlin, hailing Hitler as the "saviour" 
of Europe. 

Modern Spain is a hotbed of intrigue. 
Let us hope that Ireland can keep clear of 
it. Pitch both sticks and stains. 

ATLANTIC FRINGE 

rr*HE American troops are settling down 
in Ulster. Assurances have been given 

tha t their presence contains no threat to 
the Twenty-Six Counties. Elsewhere in 
"Irish Freedom" we explain tha t instead 
of sharpening Irish-American relations 
the event has led to an improvement. The 
Six Counties are no longer the special 
preserves of Britain. They come to re-
semble more closely Iran or Iceland—with-
out the pledge to restore complete indepen-
dence. 

The relentless pressure of experience 
forces Britain to abandon one cherished 
conception for another. The new world is 
thoroughly permeating the old. The old 
colonial system is going. Power politics are 
going. 

The traditional insular outlook of the 
British population is evaporating before 
the test of realities. Everyone knows the 
pre-war world will never re turn; this fact 
is stronger than any paper prejudice. The 
hope of the future can be seen amid the 
flames of the past. 

C. DESMOND GREAVES. 
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IS WINNING 
seemed to think Hitler 

imagine." In this article James 
Hardwick answers the queition everyone is asking: 

r P O a large par t of our people the re-
J- sistance of the Russians to the Hitler 
invasion has been unexpected and sur-
prising. This is not to be wondered at. 
For the Press and Government have for 
years been decrying the rulers and sys-
tem of the Soviet Union, so that its real 
development and progress has been hid-
den from our people. 

When Hitler threw off the mask of 
friendliness in June, 1941, and started his 
latest aggression, few prophesied tha t the 
Russians would stem the onslaught. One 
man did, in terms of contemptuous cer-
tainty—George Bernard Shaw. He said 
at once: "The news is too good to be true 

Germany has not got a dog's 
chance. Either Hitler is a greater fool 
than I took him for or he has gone com-
pletely mad. Why people seemed to think 
Hitler could beat Russia, I can't imagine." 

Bernard Shaw knew Russia, and had 
seen not only the physical transformation 
of ;:ie Soviet Union, but was able to gauge 
the mental changes wrought in a mighty 
people by twenty years of the greatest 
emancipation in history. 

THE NEW PROSPERITY 
UOVIET RUSSIA is a land of no super-
* ' fluity but of no poverty. Up and 
down the wide avenues of central Lenin-
grad and Moscow flows a vast concourse 
of men and women, passing to and fro 
from work, shopping, going to the theatre, 
sightseeing. All are reasonably well 
dressed, all are healthy and cheerful. 
None are pretentiously dressed or bearing 
the marks of class or caste. 

Moreover, all the shops are for every-
body. There are no rich shops for those 
who have ten t imes the income of their 
neighbours. The worker and his wife are 
shopping in Central Moscow and paying 
the same prices for the same commodities 
as in the suburb, or as in Kuibishev, or 
Rostov, or Tiflis. I t is a vast working 
population, differing in two respects f rom 
any other in the world. 

In the first place there are no other 
people than workers in Soviet Russia. He 
who works not cannot eat. The other 
distinction is tha t all have work. For 
fifteen years there has been no unem-

ployment in Soviet Russia. All have 
worked and all have eaten. They have 
dared to put into their constitution as the 
first of the new rights of man: 

"Citizens of the U.S.S.R. have the 
right to work, i.e., the right to guaran-
teed employment and payment for their 
work in accordance with its quantity 
and quality." 
The next sentence reveals the method 

by w'hich this assurance has been made 
an actual reality: 

"The right to work is ensured by the 
Socialist organisation of national econ-
omy, the steady growth of the produc-
tive forces of Soviet society, the preclu-
sion of the possibility of economic crisis, 
and the abolition of unemployment." 
The whole of the production belongs to 

the community. It returns to them, the 
producers, in various ways either as wages 
or through social services, or in the secur-
ity of national armaments, or the estab-
lishment of new industries, or improved 
housing. None of it is skimmed off by 
any non-worker in the form of dividend or 
profit. The workers get the whole benefit 
of what they produce. 

Every worker has free insurance against 
the ills of life. Medical attendance is free. 
Hospitals are free. Operations are per-
formed free. Every worker has at least a 
fortnight's annual holiday with pay, often 
much more if he is doing wearing work. 

Women workers have a month's holiday 
with pay before and after the birth of a 
child. Free education is universal from 
one end of the Soviet Union to the other, 
and from the elementary school to the uni-
versity. There are ten times as many uni-
versity students as in England. 

All this well-being, and all this security, 
are enjoyed by the whole of the vast popu-
lation. It is an expanding and inspiring 
progress, which is understood by all and 
known to be the result of the new order 
which they have established. No wonder 
tha t the unity of devotion and enthusiasm 
in defence of the system is complete. 

Every worker in every factory knows 
that more production means more wages, 
more social advantages for the factory, 
and more general prosperity. There are 
no private unearned profits to provide for 

before the worker gets his share. Every 
personal effort benefits the whole commun-
ity. Consequently every factory competes 
to outdistance other factories in produc-
tion and to exceed its own allotment in 
the year's plan of production. Every gang 
in every shop competes for the first place. 
So resolute are the workers on increased 
output that a successful factory will send 
gangs of expert craftsmen to teach the 
less successful factory how to improve its 
methods. The workers have their own ways 
of dealing with any slackers among their 
numbers. 

THE MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION 
r P H E most impressive recent case of the 

- thorough-going political democracy of 
Soviet Russia was the drafting of the new 
Constitution. This great document which 
takes its place beside the American Consti-
tution as a record of the advance of human 
progress, was drafted by the Supreme 
Soviet. From the Parliament it went to 
the people and there underwent the widest 
possible discussion. Sixty million copies 
were printed for circulation. 

Ten thousand newspapers published the 
text in full: 527.000 meetings were held 
from Minsk to Vladivostok; 361 million 
people are calculated to have attended the 
meetings. All were entitled to send in i 
amendments, and in fact 134,000 amend-
ments were sent to the Supreme Soviet. 
These were sifted and considered, and the 
more important suggestion discussed in 
full session. Some were adopted. Such a 
plebiscite is without precedent. A people 
that uses its opportunities of debate so 
thoroughly has the main requirement for 
working democracy. 

The forms of democracy they possess 
completely. Every man and woman in the 
U.S.S.R. votes by ballot for the Supreme 
Soviet. In a community of 59 nationalities, 
varying in cultural and intellectual devel-
opment from White Russians, Ukrainians, 
and Georgians, to primitive tribes in the 
Caucasus and Central Asia, and the ice-
bound regions of Siberia, there is no dis-
tinction. All are citizens, all can vote, all 
have equal rights. Moreover, anyone who 
taunts another with his race, the Jew-
baiter, the insulter of negroes, is liable to 
find himself in prison for his impertinence. 

THE RED ARMY 
The Red Army intends to win. I t has 

qualities which are unusual. To serve in 
the Red Army has been a coveted privilege 
which has been accorded to the best 
recommended and the best educated. 

Nearly half the privates of the Red Army 
are said to have had a secondary educa-
tion. While they are in the Red Army their 
general education and their political train-
ing goos on side by side with military 
teaching. "There is a vast network of edu-
cational and purely cultural organisations 
which embrace every aspect of life, and 
serve the whole of the Army. The academic 
work is carried on in schools, and classes 
are found in every unit, varying from ele-
mentary to university education. 
"TT is possible for a man to enter the 
J- Army as a peasant or factory worker, dis-
cover a particular bent or gift, and leave 
the Army—the service period can be ex-
tended—a qualified engineer, a journalist, 
a draughtsman, an interpreter or musician 
or other specialist. The curriculum for the 
general education course includes history, 
geography, economics, and politics, and a 
foreign language as well as Russian lan-
guage and literature. Knowledge of poli-
tics is compulsory and is taken daily as 
part of Army training. 

In 1937 there were sitting as members of 
the Supreme Soviet no less than 65 Red 
Army men of various ranks during their 
period of active military service. The Red 
Army men are expected to be leaders of 
the people when they have finished in the 
Army, and to spread ideas of efficiency and 
service. In the Soviet Union there is no 
fear tha t the Army is dangerous for the 
health and morals of the soldier, or t ha t 
in the Red Army he is separated from the 
daily life of the people. The soldier mixes 
with the people and returns to them as a 
trained politician at the end. Red Army 
discipline is strict, but the officer and sol-
dier are still fellow citizens. When off duty 
they associate together and are to be seea 
sitting next each other in the stalls of the 
theatre or a t adjoining tables of a Mos-
cow res taurant . The comradeship of the 
barrack is similar to that of the factory or 
mine. 

The Red Army for fifteen years has been 
preparing for such a war as this. It is a 
fully mechanised' Army, which began to 
develop the use of tanks and air force as 
early as the Germans. The new industries 
of Soviet Russia were turned to the pro-
duction of armaments from the first. Dur-
ing the thir teen years of planned industry 
the needs of national defence have been 
attended to before any other requirement. 

In these factors we see the reason why 
the Russian people are already inflicting 
heavy punishment on the German Army 
and why assuredly complete victory will 
be theirs. 

PAT'S NOTEBOOK 
r P H E Blitz has destroyed many personal 

treasures and familiar places in Lon-
don. Our energetic London Membership 
Secretary, Miss Elsie Timbey, used to live 
not far from our old office. One morning 
last spring I saw her wandering down the 
road clasping her remaining possessions 
under her arm a f t e r one of the worst 
night's blitz of the war. 

Some time later, passing the site of her 
former top floor flat, I saw sticking out 
from the rubble, a pile of old Irish papers 
and a pamphlet or two with her name on 
them. There they lay, flapping in the 
wind, surrounded by broken and charred 
gramophone records—reminders of more 
pleasant hours. 

I was reminded of such destruction when 
I talked with T. A. Jackson's daughter the 
other evening. She was telling me that in 
between writing a History of Ireland and 
finishing a book on the American Civil 
War, Tommy is also preparing his 
memoirs. 

They should be some of the wittiest ever 
written. But they could have been more 
interesting than they will be, for he used 
to write instructive and interesting letters 
to his daughters. 

He would have had these to remind him 
of his early days—but for the Fascist 
bombers. For, said Tommy's daughter, all 
his letters to her from the age of twelve 
'she is now at an age to appreciate good 
company) BO carefully preserved for years, 
were burned out with other personal be-
longings during a blitz. 

In contact with our readers throughout 
the country, many novel methods of selling 
"Irish Freedom" are reported to us. One 
of the moat amusing appears to be that 
adopted by Bob Leslie, a seller in the 
West London Branch of the Connolly 

Club—the "twenty dozen and then some" 
group. 

Parlourmaids, barmaids and barristers, 
apparently, all fall victims before his un-
usual technique. Latest report concerns 
his appearance in Lyon's Corner House in 
the Tottenham Court Road, London. Ap-
proaching an astonished W.A.A.F., he 
placed a copy of "Irish Freedom" in the 
lady's hand (note that excellent salesman's 
dodge of getting the customer to hold the 
goods!I declaring, "Madam, *ea rch ye for 
the spoken Word? Here it is. Twopence, 
please!" ! 

Reluctant Roddvs please copy, but keep 
your sticking plaster handy. 

Mr. Ogilvie. Director of the B.B.C., has— 
er, retired. He is to be succeeded by a 
gentleman formerly attached to the Gas, 
Light and Coke Company. Nothing like 
the right man for the job. 

* * * 
Mr. De Valera, in a recent speech re-

ferring to the big farmers' reluctance to 
grow food rather than rear cattle, declares, 

"If the farmers to-day do not give us 
the food that is necessary for human 
beings, if they should attempt to give it 
to the animals, then we would have to 
kill off the animals." 
Why the animals. Dev? 
Correctly urging the Irish people to re-

part the profiteers to the authorities, he 
said, 

"If your neighbour is a decent fellow 
you could act decently by him, but If 
your neighbour Is profiteering on the 
community he Is not a decent fellow and 
he does not deserve decent treatment. 

One of the things we want most Is the 
assistance of each individual in the com-
munity. If we want to diminish the num-
ber of police or Inspectors, the quick eat 

and best way is for each individual citi-
zen to be an inspector for the com-
munity." 
That 's good advice which we are glad to 

hear. 
Do you remember when the Russians, 

years ago, searching for f if th columnists in 
their midst, urged the same vigilance upon 
their own people? The "knowing" world 
described this as the "Ogpu in every cup-
board," "Child against father," etc., etc. 
We learn—later. 

* * * 
Forgive me returning again, in these 

notes, to Bagenal Harvey, whose "human-
ity shines like a sunray in this darkened 
world, etc., etc." 

To cut the cackle, Bagenal, as the head 
of a department in his private work, has 
instituted a new rule. Every person arriv-
ing in the office before 9.15 p.m. these cold 
mornings gets a cup of tea. Phew! What 
profit he gets from that tea. 

* * * 
The British Communists have taken a 

leaf out of the book of the French propa-
gandists and resorted to Proclamations 
on the hoardings. Quite a crowd gathers 
round the latest Communist poster urging 
the opening of the Second Front; taking 
the brakes off production; bringing India 
into the World Alliance; and for the 
strengthening of the British Government 

In France, all parties used this method 
of popularising their policy. The kerbstone 
frequently became the storm centre of 
political controversy conducted by earnest 
gesticulating persons. Incidentally, what's 
the world coming to? The London 'Times" 
commences a laudatory article on the foun-
dation of the Red Army with a quotation 
from Lenin, and the "Financial News" 
"splashed" the Communist plan for in-
creased production! A "brave new world" 
indeed. 

"I went to the Connolly Club ' Ir ish 
Evening' a t the Youth House, Camden 
Town, last Sunday evening, with a couple 
of friends," writes an English friend of 
mine. Chris Prooth. "We had a very en-
joyable evening. What I really missed, 
however, was the fact that there was no 
one there to show us how to do some of 
the Irish jigs, reels, etc. One of the reasons 
for which I went to the Social was to see, 
and learn how to perform these dances 
myself, but as I said, we all had a good 
time anyway." Social organisers, please 
note. Don't let our English worker friends 
sit cold awaiting tuition. Personally, I 
am stretching a leg or two in preparation 
for St. Patrick's Day Dance. 

* * * 

I am asked to remind you that the Eas-
ter Meeting in London on Sunday, April 
5th (see our advertisement) will s tar t 
promptly a t 7 p.m. This meeting is al-
ways the high-spot of the year, and the 
demand for tickets will be great. In all 
probability there will be members and 
friends of t he Connolly Club coming to 
London for the meeting from various 
branches throughout the country. It'll be 
a good place to mix in. 

* * * 

"Irish Freedom" has protested to 
"Tribune" regarding its cartoon ^f Febru-
ary 6th on Ireland and the arrival of t he 
American Troops. The cartoon depicts 
Dev., like a skinny witch, closing the door 
on the American soldier arriving "home." 
Inside, the pig lies on the floor, whilst 
two Irishmen, with faces like animals, 
aggressively clean their rifles. 

Actually, the facts are exactly the con-
trary—the American soldiers being for-
bidden by the American military authori-
ties to enter Eire. Such distortion of fact 
and tasteless caricatures reflect small 
credit upon a paper claiming to be work-
ing-class in content and International tn 
outlook. Happily, its readers have writ-
ten to "Tribune" protest!^. 

Pot Dooley 
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FROM OVER THERE 
A R O U N D DUBLIN 

4 sit-on?, official denial was issued on 
February 7;h of iho story published 

the day before by the "Daily Herald" t ha i 
Gi . man Maplanes were lying in ambush 
among the islands off t he south coast ol' 
Ireland. An unidentified plane flew over 
Dr.siUn on February 15th and the ground 
defences went into action. The work of 
the L.D.F. and of the A.R.P. services h a s 
been receiving much favourable publicity, 
and recruiting for all forms of civil de-
fence has been speeded up. On February 
22nd Dublin had a full A.R.P. try-out. More 
surface shelters are being built in Dublin, 
and the Corporation are seeking compul-
sory powers to assist t hem in any work of 
rehousing which may be necessary in case 
of raids. A supplementary grant of £65.000 
was asked for in the Dail to recoup local 
a ahori t ies ' expenses in case of war dam-
age. Mr. Norton suggested that an ap-
proach to the German Government 
through Spain and Portugal might speed 
up the payment of the promised compen-
sation for the raid on Dublin last year. 

MAY 1st 
r p o increase coal ou tpu t in the I r ish 
J - mines. Order 83 ( the Wages Stand-

still Order) has been amended to allow a 
10 per cent, increase for mineworkers. Fur-
ther modifications in t he Order are hoped 
for. Protests against the new Trade Union 
Ac t - due to become law on May 1st—are 
growing in volume. A nation-wide cam-
paign in opposition to the Act is to be 
launched. The Government , however, has 
taken another step towards corporative 
organisation with its Electricity Supply 
Board Pensions Bill, which as well as mak-
ing provision for pensions establishes a 
Tr ibunal to settle all disputes between the 
E.S.B. and its workers. The Tribunal is 
to consist of two ord inary members and 
a Government-appointed chairman. T h e 
receipt of pensions is to be made condi-
tional on the worker signing an agreement 
to accept the findings of this Tr ibunal 
and not in any case to withhold his labour. 

On this subject, Mr. Cathal O'Shannon, 
the Secretary of the Irish T.U.C., said a t 
Maryborough: "Sections in this Bill have 
justified the expectations tha t the Trade 
Union Act was only the first of a series of 
Acts to prevent wage-earners and their 
unions f rom negotiating freely and volun-
tarily with their employers on wages, hours 
and conditions through collective bargain-
ing. In this the Government is respond-
ing to the demands of the Federation of 
Irfsh Manufacturers , and is making the 
wage-earning staffs of the E.S.B. the 
Federation's first victims." 

POST OFFICE 
r p H E Shops Act is to be amended because 
J - the hours specified do not accord 

with the customary practices of provincial 
hotels, for whom the amendment will make 
special provision. 

Civil Servants and Post Office workers 
continue to protest against the stabilisa-
tion of the cost of living bonus. The cost 
of living index now s tands at 52 points <27 
per cent.) above the level fixed. 

MAYO 
IN Mayo, parents have struck against 

sending their children in two schools 
which are in very bad need of repair. It is 
said that the reconditioning of these school 
buildings was requested as long as eight 
years ago, but nothing a t all has been 
done. Also in Mayo there has been some 
land agi tat ion: local men forcibly pre-
vented the ploughing of some land which 
had not been divided by the Land Commis-
sion. The mat ter is to be raised in the Dail. 

KILDARE 
f N Kildare, Messrs. McCaffrey and O'Car-
' roll are to set up a large labour camp 

for turf development. "Modern amenit ies" 
are mentioned, but there h a s been no state-
ment on wages or working conditions. 
Camps are also to be erected at Lullymore, 
Timahoe and Mounds, wi th accommoda-
tion for 2,500 workers. 

NEWS FROM THE FOUR PROVINCES 
EDITED BY T. McKEOWN 

CORK SUBSIDY 
[FERTILISERS are still very short, but 
• there are some signs of the develop-

ment of Ireland's own resources. T h e 
Cork County Committee of Agriculture Is 
subsidising the sale of lime a t 1 3 and 1/6 
a barrel and of sea-sand a t 2 6 a ton. The 
Ministry of Agriculture is pu t t ing on the 
market potash lime dus t a t 6s. a ton. But 
the Bltck Market is still lively in this 
field; sulphate of ammonia, bought last 
year at £11 a ton, is being offered now at 
£55 a ton. 

GARDAI GALLED 
1 ) EVELATIONS of the scanty wage on 

which the country Garda i a re expected 
to live have been published. The Irish 
country policeman is paid only £2 a week; 
if he lives in barracks. £ 1 is deducted for 
food; it costs more still if he lives out. The 
publicised "free medical a t tent ion" is 
really free medical examinat ion only. The 
variety of jobs done by the Garda i is much 
greater t han those allotted to English 
policemen, but they get little more than 
half the pay. The feeling t h a t the Irish 
authori t ies are taking advan tage of the 
nation's unemployment is much resented. 

DILLON DUCKS 
[ JOLITICAL sensation of the month was 
* James Dillon's res ignat ion from the 

Fine Gael Party, of which he was vice-
chairman. He had for some time past 
been an embarrassment to his colleagues 
owing to his violent a t tacks on the Gov-
ernment ' s policy of neutrali ty, which Fine 
Gael supports. His depar tu re has not led 
to any split in the party. He is to speak 
to his electors in Monaghan without delay. 

OUR LADS 
r p H E squabble between the Dublin Board 
* of Assistance and the Minister for 

Local Government over the appointment 
of five clerks < the Board appointed rela-
tives of its members) has grown into a 
big news item since the Minister insisted 
on a public inquiry into the affairs of the 
Board. It is revealed tha t the Board is 
now contributing to the maintenance of 
no less than 32,000 persons, and tha t Home 
Assistance now takes up almost half the 
total estimates. The latest movp is tha t 
the Minister is to be summoned before the 
inquiry "to show whether he had been in-
fluenced by wisdom or petulance in order-
ing it." This is par t of the general trend, 
sponsored by the Government, away from 
the ordinary machinery of elected local 
government towards adminis t ra t ion by 
Government-appolnted manage r s or com-
missioners. 

CRABBINESS 
r j^HE new National Heal th Insurance Bill 

provides £175,000 per a n n u m more 
for the next five years for sickness and 
disablement benefits, but the re is some 
chance of the incapacity r a t e s being re-
duced. Mr. Norton, describing this as a 
crablike advance, complained of the 
shor tage of clinics. 

FROM ENGLAND 
T T r E hear tha t the G.P.O.. Dublin, is 

* ' nowadays always filled with long 
queues of people waiting to cash postal 
orders and money orders—the remit tance 
money which has been for so long such 
an important fea ture of I r i sh working-
class life. Only now, say the Post Office 
officials, it almost all comes not from 
America but f rom England. 

NEW DICTIONARY 
r p H E new Irish Dictionary is nearly 
J - ready. It has been prepared scientifi-

cally with the aid of experts in phonetics, 
and should do far more for t he cause of 
the Irish language than all the wild 
speeches of the theorists. 

O U T OF BOUNDS 
I / R O M the Six Counties come demands 
1 for more and better coal, and more 

machinery, f rom England; and complaints 
t ha t the statelet is not get t ing its fair 
share of British Government contracts. 
Mr. Andrews' repeated visits to London are 
believed to have to do with the industrial 
si tuation, and not with the arrival of the 
American garrison—for whom, by the way, 
Eire has been placed completely out of 
bounds at all times. 

S'NOT FAIR 
I ORD Glentoran has resigned the office 
^ or Par l iamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Finance, because the Unionist 
Par ty , of which he is Chief Whip, have de-
cided to reopen their headquar te rs : they 
say tha t their opponents are not respecting 
the political truce. 

WILD OATS ? 
A T Omagh Sessions a f a rmer obtained 

£160 compensation for malicious 
burn ing of his oats by persons who ob-
jected to his selling his f a rm to Catholics. 

£ 3 PER H E A D 
A STRIKE of Belfast cattledrovers has 

been settled provisionally. Sixty men 
employed on Government work who struck 
were fined £3 each. 

DAIRY LOANS 
r p H E beet yield was exceptionally good. 
-L the total output of refined sugar being 

95.000 tons: but the shor tage of fertilisers, 
together with the fact t h a t the f a rmers 
find tin1 Government price of 70 - a ton too 
low. may result in decreased acreage under 
beet next year. 

The dairy farmers are asking for Gov-
e rnmen t assistance in the form of long-
term loans to help them increase produc-
tion. 

DONEGAL IN 
A NEW agreement with G r e a t Bri ta in 

allows for a great increase in the 
amoun t of land under flax, which will go 
up f rom 15,000 acres to 20,000 th is coming 
year and then to 25.000. T h e new price 
of 21 6 to 25 6 a stone is at t ract ive, a n d 
reduces the advantage enjoyed by the Six-
county growers. Donegal will benefit most, 
with Cavan and Monoghan next ; new flax 
areas are to be developed around Drogheda 
and in the Clonakilty, West Cork, area. 

DEBTS 
r p H E movement for the f a rmers ' debts to 
J - be "sealed down" for the dura t ion of 

the emergency is growing s tronger , as is 
also the demand for "compensated prices." 
T h e Irish Farmers' Federation say t h a t 
the enormously swollen bank deposits and 
credit, amount ing to many millions of 
pounds, should be released to speed up food 
product ion. 

TIT FOR TAT 
American doughboy in Belfast , looking 

down f rom embankment on small seagoing 
c ra f t with smal l gun in bows: "Say, baddy, 
where'd you get the peashooter?" 

Belfast skipper, spi t t ing over the side 
and looking at him solemnly: "Pearl 
Harbour." 

:il!llll 

COAL PLUS PEAT 

r p H E fuel f amine cont inues; there has 
J - been ne i the r improvement or worsen-

ing of the position. Turf development 
schemes are going ahead, in preparat ion 
for the new season, in which, it is said, 
practically t h e whole country (except Dub-
lin) will be a turf area. The Birr-Roscrea 
branch line is successfully burning a 25 
per cent, coal -75 per cent, turf mixture in 
its locomotives. The extract ion of Irish 
coal is being speeded up. Meanwhile the 
price of turf in Dublin r ema ins too high 
for the pockets of the poor, who are not 
able always to buy it at the fixed price by 
the ton. T h e scandal of selling it at a 
penny a piece still continues. And when it 
is sold by weight it is of ten too wet to burn 
—"water wi th a brown skin round it," 
someone called it. Even in turf areas the 
price control is being evaded. Once more, 
the remedy is drastic penalt ies for th<s par-
ticularly mean kind of exploitation. 

DOING NICELY 
r j ^HERE h a s been a rai lway boom since 

WANTED 
Janua ry , March, May, June , July 
and August copies of "Ir ish Free-
dom" for 1939 are required for 
office use. Can any reader send us 

copies? 

T H R E E BALLS 
r p H E str ike of pawnbrokers ' assis tants , 
-L now in i ts f i f th month, has reached a 

deadlock, the Corporation sub-committee 
report , because matters not re levant to the 
dispute, with which the commit tee has no 
power to deal, have been introduced by the 
employers ' representatives. T h e canal 
barge s tr ike has been settled, and almost 
all the men are back a t work. There have 
also been strikes at Cherry's Brewery in 
New Ross, and at the Manor Hill Laundry. 

MINIMUM WAGE 
A fixed minimum wage for f a r m workers, 

or a system of family allowances, is 
being s t rongly pressed in the Dail by T.D.S 
Counihan and Foran. The suggest ion t h a t 
the G o v e r n m e n t should subsidise the f a r m 
workers' wages in order to prevent the 
flight f rom the land is being revived. 

the crisis. It cheers you up to think 
t ha t some people are doing nicely, doesn' t 
i t? Owing to t he shortage of petrol, many 
buses have been taken off the roads: their 
traffic goes to t he rail companies. To save 
coal, the rail services have been reduced; 
but the number of passengers travelling 
and the a m o u n t of goods carr ied have not 
merely remained as before, they have been 
very much increased. So while railway 
expenses a re down, rail receipts a re up, and 
how! Both G.S.R. and G.N.R. shares are 
booming, and the companies have even 
paid several years arrears of dividend. 

What with the fuel crisis, a n d th is extra 
traffic, reorganisat ion was obviously neces-
sary, and a f t e r much rumour a n d discus-
sion, an Emergency Powers Order has set 
up a Railway Board to control the whole 
G.S.R. network. (It has not yet been pos-
sible to reach any agreement over the 
G.N.R., which operates par t ly in the Six 
Counties.) T h i s new Board is to consist 
of four of t he directors of t h e Company, 
and a cha i rman appointed by the Govern-
ment. To call this cha i rman ' s powers 
"wide" would be a very mild unders ta te-
ment. The Order says tha t " the Chai rman 
alone shall const i tute a quorum of meeting 
of the Board, no meeting shall be held un-
less he is present and no decision arrived 
at without his concurrence." T h e Govern-
ment has appointed as cha i rman Mr. A. P. 
Reynolds, of Dublin Transpor t . 
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MEN & BOOKS | 

A PEOPLE'S 
PAINTER 

r p H E paint ings of Jack Yeats, now on 
J- exhibition a t the National Gallery, 

should at tract wide public interest , espe-
cially among his compatriots, not. only 
because the ar t is t is the brother of the 
renowned W. B. Yeats, but because of 
their own significance in the cu l tu ra l his-
tory of his country. He is not, in the 
accepted sense, a representat ional pa in te r . 
T h a t is, he is not concerned so m u c h with 
the external forms as they appear to our 
every day eyes, as with the vision revealed 
to bis vigorous mind in momen t s when 
the world is divested of the common-
place. and il luminated with "a l ight t h a t 
never was on land or sea." 

In to his pictures he crams mol ten-ho t 
all the feelings evoked in h im w h e n this 
light focuses on some incident, some 
assembly of people or objects in t h e life 
around him. Nothing is allowed to s t and 
between him and the crystal isat ion of 
the impression. Pa in t? Brushes? Can-
vas? These are incidental aids to the 
working of his will. One feels t h a t had 
his brushes worn out in the fu r ious pace 
of his work, he would have used his 
fingers ra ther t h a n lose his insp i ra t ion . 

His perception of light and r iotous use 
of colour character ise all his pic tures— 
not t h a t his colour is in any way indis-
criminate, but r a t he r t ha t he t a k e s the 
spect rum and flings it on to his c anvas 
in such a way a s to convey t h e vivid, 
passionate spirit he has discerned in his 
subject . 

by Freda Beadle 
He prefers to pa in t people a n d t h ings 

in moments of joyful irresponsibility— 
when they cease to be units in a n eco-
nomic order, and become in the i r own 
r igh t the lords and lucky ones of c rea t ion . 
He pa in t s fairs, race courses, bars , as-
semblies of all kinds where t he m a i n 
ob jec t is pleasure. Perhaps he feels t h a t 
only he who is pleasure-bound . is the 
n a t u r a l man, the only one akin to t he 
gorgeous animals and fantast ic c lowns he 
del ights to paint. 

"A Race in Hy Brazil," "Cal i fo rn ia , " 
a n d "A Clown Among the People" a re 
splendid examples of his vitality of con-
cept ion and execution. 

Do not, however, imagine he is un-
touched by the less gay aspects of the 
world around him. He is capable of very 
fine feeling, as he shows in "Farewell To 
Mayo," but still with the same e x t r a v a g a n t 
flambuoyance and vigour. 

Do not expect the meticulous a n d exact 
in th i s exhibition. There is no t space 
in t he same room for tha t and t h e im-
pulsive magic f reedom of Yeats whose 
world is so vivid, so fiery, and of such 
ins tan taneous at t ract ion. 

I t is significant t h a t out of I r e l and 
comes a lively pa in te r with a lively com-
m e n t and a hopeful mind. P e r h a p s the 
world is not such a bad place a f t e r all. 
Certainly Jack Yea ts informs us t h a t it 
h a s tremendous possibilities could we 
only, with opened eyes, apprecia te a n d 
seize them. 

TWO ANNIVERSARIES 
r p H E victories of t he Red Army a n d of 
J - t he Socialist S t a t e lend special signi-
ficance this year to two impor tan t ann i -
versaries which fall in March. T h e first , 
on March 14th, commemorates t h e d e a t h 
of K a r l Marx in 1883, the second, on 
March 18th, recalls t h a t glorious d a y in 
1871 when the armed people of P a r i s set 
up, for the first t ime in history, a working-
class government, the Commune, in Par i s . 

T h e world now pays tribute to t he m e m -
ory of Karl Marx, scientist, revolut ionary, 
and "Citizen of the World." His theore t i -
cal teachings (particularly "Capi ta l" and 
"Communis t Manifesto") have inspired 
great working-class leaders as Connolly, 
Lenin and Stalin, and he lived to see the 
seed which he had sown bear p len teous 
frui t . 

In the words of Paul Lafargue , t he 
French Socialist, Marx was "one of those 
ra re men who are fi t ted for the f r o n t r ank 
in both science and in public life. S o in-
t imately did he combine these two fields 
t ha t we shall never unders tand h im un less 
we regard him simultaneously as m a n of 
science and as socialist fighter. He held 
t ha t t h e man of learning, If he does not 
wish to degrade himself , must never cease 

(Continued at toot of next Column) 

Highlights of the 
Irish Theatre 

CURTAINS UP, by Lennox Robinson - -
- - (Michael Joseph i, 10 6. 

I N "Cur ta ins Up." Lennox Robinson, I r i sn 
playwright and producer, has wri t ten 

much more t h a n his autobiography, and if, 
a a result , many facets of his personal life 
have been crowded out of these enter ta in-
ing 224 pages, we will not quarrel wi th 
him. 

Robinson tells us t ha t Yeats has been 
the p redominan t personality in his life, 
and for bo th Yeats and he the dominant 
selling is undoubtedly t he Abbey Theat re . 
Dublin, which in a large measure they 
helped to make world-famous. 

Covering the period f rom 1910 to the 
present-day, "Cur ta ins Up" adequately a n d 
effortlessly describes the highlights of a 
lifetime of service in I r i sh theatre. I n so 
doing, t h e au tho r succeeds in present ing 
to the del ighted reader not only an inti-
mate h i s tory of I re land 's greatest d r ama-
tic achievements , but also an objective 
summat ion of its in ternat ional repercus-
sions, par t icular ly in America. 

Lennox Robinson saw his first play in 
Cork, a n d twenty minutes sufficed to make 
him an a rden t Nationalist . " Certa in 
national emotions and st irr ings hidden 
from my good Unionist pa ren t s were crys-
tallised for ever by Ka th l een ni Houlihan." 
Many of us will agree wi th h i s verdict t h a t 
"Kathleen" and "The Ris ing of the Moon" 
have made more rebels i n Ireland t han a 
thousand political speeches or a hundred 
reasoned books. 

The t h e a t r e for Robinson was love a t 
first sight. His first play quickly followed, 
"The Clancy Name," a play about West 
Cork, "as realistic a s the midden in f r o n t 
of an I r i sh f a r m house." Accepted by the 
Abbey Thea t r e , it resul ted in the "awful 
pleasure of meeting Yeats ," tha t "tall man , 
dark, odd-eyed, and the lock of hair over 
his brow." Robinson was launched at t he 
callow age of 23, when h e was appointed 
manager of the Abbey Thea t r e at £150 a 
year. T h e pages now abound with plays 
and personalit ies. 

After t he Parnel l debacle, a spirit of 
ruthless cri t icism permeated all spheres of 
national life, and its effect on the thea t re 
was the growth of a vigorous realism. Out-
standing plays such as Murray 's "Bir th-
r ight" and "Maurice H a r t e " and Seumas 
O'Kelly's "The Bribe" were produced, at-

On the Screen 
1 ( i | t h a s not been a vintage year for 
L i J ^ L fiimSi a n c j "Citizen K a n e " 
towers above i ts contemporaries as arro-
gantly a s t h e Eiffel Tower over Paris—the 
only r u n n e r - u p being Disney's "Fantas ia ." 

Theme, product ion and acting achieve 
equal he igh ts . Citizen K a n e is the eagerly 
anticipated debunk of one of America's 
leading newspaper magnates , and Holly-
wood on t h i s occasion h a s not pulled Its 
punches, t h a n k s to the courage of Orson 
Welles a n d h i s collaborators. 

The f ines t film biography to date, t h e 
theme in essence is the "fossilization of a 
man of rea l par ts ," par t ly through over-
riding egotism, but more important—and 
this social lesson is sharply brought ou t 
—because no m a n can fight the evils of a 
social system single-handed. Gregg Toland, 
hailed by m a n y as t he finest cameraman 
living, does just ice to the script and " s t a r " 
performances of the non-s tar players. 

Verdict: Unashamedly enthusiastic. 
Plaudits to Orson Welles as producer a n d 
actor, and , not least, a gra te fu l salute to 
team act ing by the Mercury Thea t re 
Players. More films of th i s calibre please. 

(Continued from Next Column) 
to par t ic ipa te in public affairs ; must no t 
be content to shu t himself up in his s tudy 
or laboratory, like a maggot in a cheese, 
and to s h u n the life and the social and 
political s t ruggles of his contemporaries." 

Indefa t igable in his work on behalf of 
the in te rna t ional working-class, Marx un-
derstood to t he full the world significance 
of the Pa r i s Commune. He wrote: 

"Workingmen's Paris, with its Commune, 
will be for ever celebrated as the glorious 
harbinger of a new Society. Its mar ty r s 
are enshr ined in the great heart of t h e 
working-class." 

As we write, history is vindicating t h a t 
martyrdom, on the threshold of even 
greater victories. In the cause o f ' h u m a n 
freedom we pay homage in pride a n d 
humility. 

We recommend readers to read the 
commemorat ion pamphle t s (Karl Marx 
1819-1883, price Gd . and Salute to the Paris 
Commune, price 3d. i. advertised in th i s 
issue. 

t r a d i n g such fine actors us Maire N'Nciil. 
Barrie Fitzgerald, and Maureen Delaney. 

In 1911 came the first American tour, 
and Robinson amusingly describes the re-
sulting "lovers' quarrel." Shocked by the 
realism of the plays presented, sections of 
the Ir ish-American population were at first 
outraged. " I r i sh America h a d to choose 
between their rosy dream and the theatre 
of Synge and the younger realists." The 
"Playboy" r iots were the first reaction, but 
Robinson r epor t s tha t now "our best and 
most enthusias t ic friends across the At-
lantic are I r ish . ' 

Describing t h e great changes in Ameri-
can theat re in the twenty-year period be-
tween the first and second tours of the 
Abbey Players, he says. "Most of the plays 
could have occurred nowhere else than in 
America, and for this fact I t h ink our visits 
years before were largely responsible. Our 
Irish plays h a d taught young American 
playwrikhts t h a t there was American 
material lying ready to the i r hands, 
material which was germane to American 
soil and no o ther . Synge and Lady Greg-
ory, T. C. M u r r a y and many ano the r Irish 
playwright, had shown them how from the 
lives of 'humble ' people, tragedies, problem 
plays and comedies could be shaped." 
America and the world has cause to be 
grateful . 

Robinson p a y s warm tribute to the cor-
porate spirit of sacrifice tha t enabled the 
Abbey Thea t r e to survive the difficult years 
of 1919-25. Had there been no Abbey-
Thea t re in those years, under the 
aegis of Yeats , the world would have 
lost at least one fine playwright , Sean 
In the copy of " Juno and the Paycock." 
which he p resen ted to Yeats, t h e inscrip-
tion runs : "To the man who by the criti-
cism of a bad play of mine made me write 
a good one." 

The f ru i t fu l fr iendship of Yeats and 
Robinson is a happy example of the t ru th 
of the saying t h a t "Progress is ever the 
result of the young man's vision and the 
old man 's d r eam." That vision is Ireland, 
and we can look forward to even greater 
achievemants in the Abbey T h e a t r e of to-
morrow, for a s Lennox Robinson says, 
"Only superficialit ies in the T h e a t r e have 
altered" . . . above all. "one th ing seems 
not to a l te r—the quality of t he acting." 

ANNE KELLY. 

N E X T M O N T H : 

IRISH WOMEN WRITERS 
B y T. A . J A C K S O N 

DUMBO 
Tji NCHANTING. In this ful l - length cir-

cus film, Disney creates a new s t a r -
Dumbo the flying elephant, under the 
Galahad m a n a g e m e n t of the noble-hearted 
Mickey. T h e t a g "universal appea l" can 
almost be resusci ta ted to describe this 
film. 

Technicolour easy on the eye, a s only 
Disney knows how; a story to delight 
young and old; gossiping e lephants to pro-
vide meat for t h e cynics—and boy! will 
swing fans apprecia te the danc ing and 
vocal ha rmonies of "When I see an Ele-
p h a n t Fly"? 
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WE WILL POST TO IRELAND.—Reade r s 
wishing to send "I r i sh Freedom" to 
f r iends in I re land should send us name 
a n d address in I r e l and and cash a t the 
r a t e of 3/- per year , A permit is neces-
sary, but as we h a v e been granted one,, 
exiles are advised t o make use of our 
service. 

PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
GO TO WEXFORD 

4 

For the sixth t ime s ince the inception of 
t h e National P l o u g h i n g Championship, 
Michael Redmond, of Wexford, won the 
I r i s h individual championsh ip a t the 
a n n u a l All-Ireland competi t ions held a t 
Cloghran, Swords, Co. Dublin. The team 
championship was won by Co. Wicklow, 
who held it in 1933. 

STALIN writes 

ON THE NATIONAL 
Q U E S T I O N 

"The experiment of forming a multi-national s tate based 
on Socialism has been completely successful . . . real frater-
nal co-operation between peoples has been established." 

—Stalin. 
One of the sources of strength of the Soviet Union is the 
unity of its many peoples behind the Soviet Government. 
This booklet consists of selections from Stalin's articles and 
speeches ranging over a period of almost twenty-five years. 

KARL MARX 1819- 1883 
An intimate study of this great revolutionary. 

: n . net. 

6d. net. 

SALUTE TO THE PARIS COMMUNE 
Commemoration pamphlet on March 18th, 1871. 3d. net. 
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This moving piece of reporting tells a tale of life in an East End 
shelter—a year ago. It is an extract f rom a fuller story which 
appeared in " Our T ime," and is reprinted here with thanks to 
the Author and the Editors. 

underground city 
A NOTHER raid is on. One even more 

terrible than any ol its predecessors. 
Right from its commencement, it has kept 
on with unabat ing fury, never easing up 
for a moment. It is a bad night, lor even 
the noisy, cheery mien of the "City" is 
silenced. People either sit. or lie in their 
bunks. Conveisation is sporadic, lor even 
down here, in the very bowels of the earth, 
we can hear the dull thuds of falling 
bombs and the angry barks of the A.A. 
guns. 

It has never been so bad. Mothers sit 
pale and dark eyed, clutching their chil-
dren to them. Men sit in their shirt 
sleeves, silent, some trying to read. Out-
side. in the corridors, people stand about 
in small groups, talking and smoking in-
cessantly. The a tmosphere in the "City" 
is silent and oppressive. A taut tension, 
s t rained to snapping point, hangs over 
everything. Suddenly there is a dull thud, 
and the "City" shakes and trembles. The 
lights flicker. Women scream; children 
wake from their sleep, crying. Clouds of 
dust fall from the roof. Some jump up 
panic stricken and rush to the exit doors. 
The marsha l s rush th rough the labyrinth 
of corridors, calming the inhabitants. 
There ' s nothing to worry about! Every-
thing is all r ight! They can all go back 
to sleep! 

Silence settles once again, but most of 
t hem are now awake. Twice, in rapid suc-
cession, loud explosions rock the very 
foundat ions of the "City." Again the 
place is filled with thick clouds of dust. 
T h e wardens and marsha ls have a hercu-
lean task main ta in ing order. There is a 
very th in dividing line now between sanity 
and panic. Women cry, children whimper. 
An infan t in one of the cubicles is crying 
lustily, it wants its food. 

The medical unit is kept busy. A great 
many have fainted, or collapsed through 
shock. Some recover under t reatment , 
o thers ket j j on foAig off. One woman is 
deliriously calling for her son, and keeps 
on repeat ing his regimental number. 

In one of the cubicles, somebody makes 
a n a t t emp t to break into a cheerful song. 
Another loud explosion abruptly termin-
ates his efforts. 

I t mus t be simply hell outside, and, 
agonies of agonies, the night is still young. 

I leave my cubicle, and go out into the 
street. Fires are raging all around, planes 
droning overhead, the crash and detona-
tion of gunfirowand falling bombs. I feel 
depressed and bitter. I feel af ra id . I am 
afra id . I re turn hurriedly to my shelter. 

Mrs. Frankel, clasping her daughte r 
t ightly to her bosom, is rocking backwards 
and forwards, her lips moving in silent 
prayer. Her husband, sit t ing by her side, 
is swaying gently, reciting silently prayers 
from a little leather bound prayer book. 
At times he closes his eyes tightly, in even 
more earnest concentration. 

T h e Donovans are sitting silent, morose, 
hunched together. Mike s tares moodily in 
f ron t of him, picking his nose. Hyman is 
playing patience, using his closed port-
man teau as a table, trade is very quiet. 

The rest lie or sit in their bunks, silent. 
Jackson is sitting beside me. He holds 

a book in his hand and is trying to read, 
but every now and then looks up, runs his 
hand through his hair and bends down to 
the book again. 

I feel jumpy and nervy. I get up and 
walk th rough the "City." Everywhere 
people are either sitting, lying down or 
s tanding about in groups. A gloomy, mel-
ancholy air hangs over the "City" like the 
cell of a doomed prisoner who is about to 
be executed. We all feel like t ha t prisoner, 
dea th is very near. I t might strike us 
down any moment. The uncertainty of it 
all is agonising. Naturally, of course, 
everybody tries to hide t h a t innermost 
fear , but it is apparen t just the same. 

Even the younger set, the boys and girls, 
who are usually of the older inhabi tants , 
are now silent and heavy eyed. Gone the 
laughter, chaff and wild horseplay. Death 
is near, it is very near. It is all around us! 

I return and sit down. Suddenly there 
is a wild rush of feet down the stairs and 
along the corridor. Wild stampede, and 
the next moment there is a tremendous 
thud. The "City" rocks and sways as if 
struck by an earthquake. Plaster and dust 
fall thickly from the ceiling. It is so 
thick, that It enters your mouth and nos-
trils. You cough and splutter. The (tyst 
chokes you. 

People are thrown out of their bunks, 
the lights flicker, and the place is plunged 
into darkness. 

They shout and scream. Women become 
hysterical, children shriek in terror. Men's 
voices, raised in an a t tempt to quell the 
panic, mingle, and are lost in the din. 
There is panic now, panic in its most dan-
gerous form. People rush about madly in 
the darkness, bumping, pushing and fall-
ing over each other. Everywhere is wild 
confusion and chaos. 

* * * 

T'HE darkness adds to the terror . 

Rumour s spread like wildfire. T h e 
"City" h a s been hit! They all fight madly 
to reach the exit doors. 

Jackson, Donovan and myself manage 
to control our section of the "City". I go 
out in to t h e milling, f ighting crowd, and 
bump into a burly figure carrying an emer-
gency lamp. It is London, he recognises 
me. 

"My God! !" he shouts, "what a commo-
tion! You can ' t hold them! How about 
giving me a hand?" 

I dive into the crowd, shout ing reassur-
ing phrases . 

The marsha l s are shouting, cajoling, 
and th rea ten ing in turn, for the public to 
remain calm. They rush backwards and 
forwards, waving the emergency lamps 
above their heads. 

Everything is all r ight! They are quite 
safe! Steady on! Steady on! Will they 
please kindly re turn to their places? 

I work with London. Gradually the 
mad s tampede is brought under control, 
and soon every cubicle is lit by an emer-
gency lamp. 

The excitement dies down slowly, but 
still s immers. I shudder to think of what 
would happen if the "City" was actually 
hit. 

I sit down on my bunk. Sleep is now 
out of the question. People are now speak-
ing loudly and noisily, as people do a f t e r 
a terr i fying tension has eased. Rumours 
fly about and are tossed f rom mouth to 
mouth, f rom cubicle to cubicle. We have 
been hi t ! We haven' t been hi t ! The bombs 
fell at the corner of the street! They fell 
just across the road! In fact, bombs have 
fallen all a round us, and we should now 
be jus t a ruinous, smoking pyre. 

Gradual ly the chatter dies down. F ran-
kel looks up and says simply, "God's reck-
oning will come one day, and very soon 
too." 

Hyman, who is gathering his cards to-
gether, they were strewn all over the place 
during the stampede, grunts, "If there is a 
God, why is he allowing all this to hap-
pen?" and he waves his a r m s about as 
though embracing everything. 

Frankel replied simply, "I t is not for us 
to unders tand His ways. He knows best 
why He is allowing all this to happen." 

"B s" says Mike from* his «^unk, 
derisively. 

There is a silence. The cubicle looks 
s t range and weird, almost mournful , in 
the meagre light shed 'by the emergency 
lamp. T h e dark shadowy figures, sit t ing 
hunched forward in their bunks, look like 
a bereaved family mourning a tragic loss. 

The silence is broken by Jackson's 
musical, twangy drawl. 

"I t 's hard to believe," he says, "I t 's al-
most incredible—all this slow, horrible 
destruct ion of the world. This cold-blooded 
massacre of millions of innocent men, 
women and children, should be due to jus t 
a handfu l of power-crazy monsters." 

His voice rose to a tone of passionate 
sincerity. 

"The people possess the s t rength of 
giants. A s t rength that could easily des-
troy this puny gang of ambitious ex-
ploiters, but they don't know it, at least, 
not yet. It is within their power. It is 
there for them to grasp. It is their 
s t rength , their heritage. But they are 
only now beginning to become conscious 
of it. They are waking up. They are 
beginning to see the light of day. 
We were all listening intently now. His 

words somehow made us feel good, strong 
and powerful. He continued: 

"The process is slow, but this powerful, 
lethargic creature is stirring. Soon it will 
be fully conscious of its strength." 

He turns to Frankel. "Mr. Frankel," he 
says, "even the good book says 'God helps 
those who help themselves.' we'll do our 
share first." 

by JACK CONRAD 
A deep silence follows. I look at my 

watch. The n igh t has almost passed. Wc 
are still alive. It is quiet outside. We 
wait for the "All Clear." 

Jackson's words have made a deep im-
pression on me. Undoubtedly, it is w'e, the 
people, who, once and for all, can make 
this world a happy place to live in. To rid 
the world for ever of that terrible scourge 
War. 

The "All Clear" has sounded. The people 
bestir themselves, gather up their bundles 
of bedding, a n d like ghostly phan toms 
leave the "City" for another day. 

Battle 
MR. UNWIN. the publisher, recently 

wrote to "The Times" in great in-
dignation because somebody, he said, had 
been unable to get a certain book f rom the 
library of Tr in i ty College. Dublin. 

He was not worried about his inform-
ant ' s failure to get reading m a t t e r ; what 
bothered . him was tha t it h a s long been 
customary for all English publishers to 

of the 
send a copy of each of their publications 
to Trinity, a s they do to t he British 
Museum and the Bodleian Library. 

I t irks him very much to be doing a 
favour to a Neut ra l Country. So when he 
found that some of these freely provided 
volumes were not . readi ly available to the 
users of the College Library, he rushed 
into print. 

Books 
Trinity replied with cold dignity t ha t not 

all books were catalogued, implying that a 
great many of them did not deserve the 
honour of figuring on the Tr ini ty cata-
logue; but the unseemly dispute continued 
for some time, Mr. Unwin apparent ly being 
in some need of an outlet for his spleen 
over Irish neutra l i ty . 

However, he picked the wrong target. 
Had it been the National University, the 
at tack would a t least have been consistent. 
For Protestant , Ascendancy Tr in i ty with 
its loyalist t rad i t ion to bear the b run t of 
one of those "Yah! I r ish!" a t tacks is 
r a ther amusing. 

As someone h a s already pointed out, the 
De Valera government , powerful though 
the Catholic-Nationalist influence now is, 
has left Dubl in 's Protes tant cathedrals 
alone and made no a t tempt to "national-
ise" Trinity; so Britain might as well be 
polite, also. And really, t he politics of 
neutrali ty or war-making should have 
nothing to do with the old-established 
courtesies between book-producers and 
universities. 

PRESS AND THE PUBLIC 
Speaking to the Dublin Rotary Club on 

"The Press a n d I t s Relations with the 
Public," Mr. J o h n Ross, journal is t and 
novelist, said it was bad enough to have 
Government censorship, but one had to 
meet it in commercial and other spheres 
as well. 

Tilings the people ought to know and 
had a right to know were o f ten missed by 
the newspapers, no t because the reporters 
did not look for them, but because the re-
porter was f requent ly up against this "vast 
organised silence." 

Mr. Ross asid t h a t a great many people 
were afraid of personal publicity or whole-
sale quotation. If they did not want per-
sonal publicity no newspaper would betray 
the "do not quote me" request. 

Mr. De Valera had expressed his appre-
ciation of the integr i ty of the newspaper-
men to whom he had given his confidence, 
and there was t he case of a Dublin jour-
nalist who went to j^il ra ther t han divulge 
the source of h i s informat ion. 

CALL FOR REVOLT 
Fifty-seven exiled German writers, poli-

ticians, trade unionists and artists have 
issued a call to the German people to re-
volt against Hitler. 

They urge refusal to pay taxes; hold up 
departure of troop trains; and the with-
holding of agricultural produce. 

CRIME INCREASES 
IN EIRE 

/ iRIME figures for last year are not yet 
^ available, but the tendency shown 
since the war began, combined with rough 
est imates based on the experience of last 
year, indicate t h a t there has been a pro-
gressive increase dur ing 1941. This ap-
plies particularly to indictable offenccs. 

One of the r emarkab le features of war-
t ime crime is t he growth of juvenile 
offences, and the number of boys and girls 
affected has now exceeded one-third of the 
total of persons charged . 

Harder times a n d psychological reaction 
to unsettled condi t ions leave a very di -
t inct impress on cr ime statistics. For in-
stance, indictable crime, which totalli i 
8.202 offences in t h e year when the \\;i. 
broke out, jumped to 9,014 in 1940. am, 
were even greater l as t year. The mas' 
f requent type of offence was against pr< -
perty—burglary, housebreaking, ro'obe. 
larceny, embezzlement, false pretences, r 
—which advanced by roughly 800 in 
total of 8.406 cr imes of tha t type. Mar,. 

I of the offences aga ins t property, doubtless, 
were due to a scarci ty of certain commodi-
ties. part icularly last year, when food-
s tuf f s were stolen in very many instances. 
Wi th the increase in housebreaking, thf 
value of property stolen advanced from 
£26.329 to £31.868, but £14.596 was recov-
ered in 1940. 

T h e d isappearance of bicycles was 
higher , it is believed, t han in 1940, when 
1.532 were stolen, the ra te being 30 
machines per week. More t han half of 
t he total indictable cr ime in I re land each 
vear is committed in the Dublin area. 

SCIENCE AS AID TO 
INDUSTRY 

V\ /"E had no g rea t repu ta t ion in scienci 
* * and, until we had considerably im-

proved in tha t respect , there was little 
prospect of br inging about industrial de-
velopment by the applicat ion of science, 
said Prof. T. Dillon, D.Sc.. University Col-
lege. Galway, in a pape r on "The Applica-
t ion of Chemistry to the Development of 
I r ish Industry." which he read to a meet-
ing of Cu.uann Ceimicidhe na h'Eire. ir1 

in University College, Dublin. 

An Taoiseach proposed the vote of 
thanks , and other member s of the Govern-
ment , scientists, chemists , engineers and 
representat ives of Dublin industrial firms 
were present. 

Our educational system was decidedly 
aga ins t the development of habi ts of inde-
penden t thought which were necessary for 
a good research worker, Prof. Dillon said. 

There was little inducement here for 
s tuden ts to go in for a life of scientific 
inquiry. 

In the interests of the country those 
who had an ap t i tude for chemistry should 
be given every encouragemnt , and we re-
quired an adequate sys tem of maintenance 
g ran t s to assist s tuden ts . 

MR. CAHIR HEALY 
T h e seat on F e r m a n a g h County Council 

to which Mr. Cah i r Healy, Fermanagh ' s 
Nationalist M.P., i n t e rned in Brixton, was 
co-opted, was declared vacant by the 
County Council. 

I t was stated t h a t Mr. Healy had not 
complied with the s ta tu to ry requirements 
in the prescribed period. The allegiance 
declarat ion must be signed before the Sec-
re ta ry or a deputy appointed by him, if he 
was ill. 

SEANAD PASSES MOTION 
FOR COMPULSORY 
WHEAT-GROWING 

A motion that the compulsory tillage 
order should be amended to make the pro-
duction of wheat obligatory was passed m 
the Seanad by 30 votes to 7. 

It was moved as an amendment by Sena-
tor C. M. Byrne, to be added to a motion 
(previously under debate) by Senator Bax-
ter that the price of wheat be raised to 
50/- a barrel. The amendment was passed 
by 27 to 11. and the motion, as amended, 
was then passed. 
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