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TRADE TALKS PAVE WAY FOR AGREEMENT 

New Era in Anglo-Irish 
Relations 

By our Political Correspondent 

T H E recent trade talks in London between Mr. de Valera and 
Mr. Attlee may pave the way for a new and friendlier era 

in Anglo-Irish relations. 

Cordiality was the keynote of the 

talks which should result in greatly 

expanded trade between the two 

countries as well as a general political 

rapprochement. 

Brit ish newspapers—normally hostile 

and biased in their presentation of I r ish 

news—have greeted the talks with enthu-

siasm. The Liberal "News Chronicle" says 

tha t the "old animosities nave become al-

most meaningless to the present genera-

tion," the Labour "Hera ld" hopes that the 

"sale of coal, machinery and fertilisers to 

Ire land in exchange for food" will enable 

Br i ta in to save dollars, while the "Times" 

comments that Mr. de Valera's visit "holds 

out promise that closer relations may be 

established between Ire land and Bri ta in ." 

A comprehensive trade pact brings such 

obvious mutua l advantages to both coun-

tries that the only surprising fact about 

the recent talks has been that they did not 

take, place sooner. 

I re land needs coal, machinery and ferti-

lisers. Britain needs food. Elementary 

economics, if no t h i gh statesmanship 

brought the heads of the two countries 

together. 

Irish Miners Wanted 
Britain's ability to guarantee coal has 

been a source of doubt up to now, so the 

comment of Mr. Ar thur Horner, General 

Secretary of the Mineworkers' Union, upon 

the trade talks is of great significance. 

Mr. Homer said: 

" Ireland has always been a traditional 

source of recruitment for British indus-

try and if Hire wants coal she should be 

prepared to contribute to the manpower 

needed to mine it. 

I f Eire could send us 10,000 men each 

year she should be allowed one mil l ion 

tons of coal yearly in return." 

"Volunteers recently recruited from 

Eire for the m in ing industry in Bri ta in 

have." said Mr. Horner, "by devious 

means, been prevented from leaving Ire-

land. Whi le I sympathise with Eire's 

desire to keep her men at home, she can-

not fully use her industrial potential un-

less she has coal. G iven this help there 

Is a perfect basis for a reciprocal agree-

ment . " 

Th i s cordiality by Brit ish official circles 

M r . de V a l e r a • 

towards Ireland should not be construed 

as merely the desire of a crisis-scared Bri-

tain to get more food. Brit ish public 

opinion is generally more co-operative and 

helpful towards Ir ish problems t han at 

any t ime since the end of the war. Ir ish 

people, too, feel that Labour Br i ta in must 

inevitably be more friendly than Tory Bri-

tain. 

Partit ion, of course, remains a perpetual 

source of discontent—the last barrier to 

complete friendship. 

"Labour imperialists" of the type of 

Bevin, Morrison, and Chuter Ede are be-

lieved to be the ma in obstacles inside the 

British Cabinet towards a new approach 

to the problem of the Border. 

Left-wingers like Bevan and Strachey 

probably wish to see a united Ireland. 

The Ir ish Government realises t ha t the 

Brit ish Cabinet has so many other urgent 

problems to tackle t ha t it can hard ly be 

expected to raise difficult constitutional 

questions at the moment but it Is widely 

felt that Mr. Attlee might make a state-

ment declaring his Party's eventual a im 

to be the abolition of the Border. 

LABOUR M.P.'s VISIT 
I.R.A. PRISONERS 

MR. SEAN O'CASEY, the famous Irish play-

wright, whose " Juno and the Paycock," "The 

Shadow of a Gunman " and "The Pol ugh and 

the Stars" have just been published in one 

volume by Macmiiian. 

Irish Call 
to General 

Strike 
By Michael Fitzgerald 

' T H E decision of the Ir ish Trade Union 

Congress to consult the Congress of 

Irish Unions, and professional organisa-

tions on the feasibility of a Nat ional Strike 

to protest against high prices was the big 

event of the I r i sh trade un ion movement 

last month. I t indicates at last a very 

serious effort to deal with h i gh prices and 

at the time of writ ing has been welcomed 

in C.I.U. circles as well as by the rank 

and file of the workers. 

The decision of the T.U.C. followed 

meetings with Mr . Sean Lemass, Minister 

for Industry when the demand for an ef-

fective price control was voiced. Mr. Le-

mass told the deputation tha t he would 

not be in favour of a Public Prices Tri-

bunal but t ha t he would consider the set-

ting up of a Prices Advisory Counci l which 

would advise the competent authority but 

which would have no power. The T.U.C. 

have now written asking for further par-

ticulars of this scheme but state that they 

require machinery that would effectively 

reduce the prices of essential commodities. 

Stabilise Prices 
The National Strike would ha l t all in-

dustry and agriculture in the Twenty-

six Counties for about two hours. 

Over 300,000 workers would be involved 

and in every town and city in Ireland 

mass demonstrations would be held de-

manding price control. 

Resolutions a nd deputations would visit 

T.D.'S and local authorities urg ing action 

on prices. The demands of the National 

Strike Committee would be: (1) Immedi-

ate stabilisation of all prices; (2) Effective 

price control of such essential commodities 

as bread, butter, tea, sugar, meat, eggs, 
m ' lk , clothing, fares "and gas. I t would 

demand the immediate establishment of a 

Public Prices Tr ibuna l to which all claims 

ior increased prices would have to be sub-

mitted. 

Probably the greatest result of the Prices 

Campaign has been the request of the 

T.U.C. to the C.I .U. that a Joint campaign 

should be waged and already the rival 

bodies have taken action on the question. 

C.I.U. leaders have welcomed the T.U.C. 

decision on the National 8trfhe and It l» 
, ( he ,V 'hat for the first t ime »lnoe the split 
l n 1945 that there will be a Joint and 

"nited campaign by the two bodies. 

MR. J. H. HUDSON and Mr. Skefflngton-

Lodge, prominent members of the 

Labour "Friends of Ireland" group in the 

House of Commons, have arranged to visit 

Parkhurst Prison this month to interview 

the 30 I.R.A. prisoners still detained there. 

"We want to find out exactly what is the 

attitude ctf I.R.A. men in Parkhurst, said 

Mr. Hudson when asked by an "Irish 

Democrat" reporter what was the purpose 

of his visit. 

Irish circles in Britain are hopeful that 

this intervention by the Influential 

"Friends of Ireland" will finally force Mr. 

Chuter Ede, British Home Secretary, to re-

lease the prisoners, many of whom arc serv-

ing 20-ycar sentences. A strong deputation 

of Labour and Nationalist M.P-s raised the 

question of an amnesty with Mr. Ede when 

he was in Belfast last month, but so far he 

has stubbornly refused to make any conces-

sions in this matter. 

His refusal to release even McBrien, a 

prisoner of over 70 years of age, has created 
great bitterness among Republicans, but 
this bitterness has not clouded the political 
clarity of the prisoners themselves. 

The action of the Irish Prisoners' Welfare 
Committee in circulating a leaflet during the 
Edgchill by-election calling upon Irish voters 
to vote against Labour, has been repudiated 
in a letter by an I.R.A. member in Park-
hurst who points out that this kind of hasty 
political action only plays into the hands of 
the Tories. 

The Connolly Association is planning to 
hold a "Call for Amnesty" meeting unless 
the British Home Office shows signs of re-
leasing the men in the near future. 

McBride is Ejection Candidate 
Mr. Sean McBride, noted Ir ish Republi-

can, is to stand as C l ann na Poblachta 

candidate in the forthcoming Co. Dub l i n 

by-election. r r 

BY THE EDITOR 

" T R I S H D E M O C R A T " has often 
pointed out the disabilities under 

which a progressive Socialist paper 
exists, particularly in Ireland. The 
whole weight of Church and State is 
thrown against any voice which dares 
challenge the conventional orthodoxies 
of social and political theory. Sellers 5 

are intimidated, open and secret bans 
are imposed, advertisers are frightened 
off, and buyers threatened with hell-
fire if not with political persecution. 

Such has been the record of all Irish 
demeeratie papers from the "Northern 
Star" to the "Irish Workers' Weekly"; ' 
such, too, has been the fate of "Irish 
Democrat" though our paper has not 
yet had its editorial'staff imprisoned 
or its type destroyed as, for example, 
happened to Frank Ryans' " A n 
Phoblacht." 

During the war a Government ban 
was imposed on our paper by the Six 
County Tory Government, while in 
Eire there were temporary censorships, 
deliberate customs delays and seizure 
of correspondents' reports. I n Britain 
though there was no open official 
action against the paper, there was 
strict surveillance by M.I . 5, and in 
1939-40 prominent members of the 
Connolly Association were raided by 
the police. 

Clerical Campaign 

For seven years there has been a 
furious clerical campaign against the 
"Irish Democrat." Priests have de-
nounced the paper from the altar and 
then bought copies,to tear up in front 
of their parishioners. Blue Shirt and 
Christian Front hooligans have threa-
tened our women sellers with violence, 
and Dil lon has rained furious denun-
ciations from his safe seat in the Dail. 

Renegades, too, have tried to sabo-

tage our efforts to get close links with 

the British Labour Movement. A 

prominent Labour M.P., formerly a 

contributor to the columns of " I r i sh 

Democrat." has abandoned his former 

principles so far as to try and per-

suade—unsuccessfully we are glad to 

say—other M.P-s not to contribute to 

our Fighting Fund. The "Dublin 

Standard" has lost no opportunity to 

slander our work in spreading the 

ideas of James Connolly. 

"Irish Democrat" does not complain 
about these attacks. We expect every 
reactionary in Ireland to oppose our 
Socialist and democratic policy. Keir 
Hardy, that fine old Scottish Labour 
pioneer, once warned his followers 
that they should examine their con-
science if they were praised by the 
capitalist press. So it is with us. I f 
ever the "Irish Independent," the 
"Standard" or Dillon jhould approve 
our policy then we shall know that we 
have abandoned the Labour principles 
upon which our programme is based. 

Advertising Bans 

Latest of these attacks comes from 
advertisers. Within the past year the 
Tara Club has withdrawn its adver-
tisement because of our criticism of 
views expressed at an anti-Partition 
meeting. Only last month an Employ-
ers' Bureau set up in Dubl in to get 
Irish exiles back to work in Ireland 
withdrew a previously placed adver-
tisement on the grounds that our 
political views did not meet with their 
approval. 

But despite all these bans and boy-

cotts, the "Irish Democrat" has gone 

from strength to strength unti l to-day 

i t has the widest circulation of any 

progressive Irish journal. 

Confident of the mass-support which 
we are rapidly gaining among the Irish 
workers in exile, we will continue to 
speak out fearlessly in defence of their 
rights. Nor will we hesitate at any 
time to attack Government corruption, 
whether it be in Britain, Eire, or the 
Six Counties, or to expose those re-
actionaries who would introduce Fas-
cism into Ireland under the guise of 
defending religion. 

But like all honest Labour papers, 
we urgently need financial support 
from oar readers. Unless we get regu-
lar contributions to our Fighting Fond 
we are fighting with one hand tied be-
hind Our back. ^ 

Please subscribe generously and sub-

scribe quickly. All donations should be 

sent to the Editor, "Irish Democrat," 

374 Grays I n n Road, London, w J . l , 

(See Page Four for last month's 
donations). 
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| WHEN IN LONDON 

K STOP AT THE 

s? 

| Oasis Hotel 
g NORFOLK SQUARE ! 

1 PADDINGTON STATION 

'Phone: PADdington 5442 , 

Readers of "Irish Democrat" are 

assured of a special welcome. 

Prop., BEN OWENS 

TRANSPORT STRIKE 
As Prices Soar 

UNDO TORY 
WRONGS 

—Les t e r Hutch inson , M .P . 

SPEAKING at a dance .organised by the 
iManchester Area Council of the Anti-

Partition League last month, Mr. Lester 
Hutchinson M.P., declared his wish to see 
Ireland united at an early date. 

He urged all those in the Irish Movement 
to build up a strong force of opinion so that 
effective pressure could be put on the 
British Government to undo the wrongs of 
their Tory predecessors. 

This is the beginning of a series of func-
tions which the Movement has planned for 
the autumn and winter. The next takes 
place on October 9th and will be followed 
by a Demonstration in Downing Street Co-
operative Hal! on 12th October. 

Shaw Honoured 
" \ f EN are mortal and temporal, but the 

• i ' i . hills of Ireland are eternal." These 
words will appear x)n a plaque shortly to be 
unveiled at Torca Cottage, Dalkey, Dublin, 
where Mr. George Bernard Shaw lived as 
a boy between about 1866 and 1873. 

They are taken from a letter sent by Mr. 
Shaw to the enterprising member of the 
Dalkey Development Association—Mr. J. 
Fitzgerald, the local hairdresser—who first 
suggested that Dalkey should honour the 
ijiost distinguished resident it ever had. 

jThe many admirers of Shaw will welcome 
this recognition of his genius. 

AS I wr i te , the Transport str ike is near ly a for tn ight old, and shows no 
immediate sign of ending. W e shall know more clearly w h e r e w e stand 

w h e n the Labour Court's recommendat ions are published. This body is at 
present considering its verdict on the workers ' claims for a wage increase 
of 30 / - per week , and reductions in hours of w o r k . 
Owing to the fact that our Government, 

unlike the one in Britain, believes in aus-

terity for the poor only, the strike has so 

far caused the wealthy no serious incon-

venience. They have their cars, and the 

petrol supplies have not yet been cut. 

Traffic congestion in Dublin is generally 

every bit as bad as before the strike, as 

those who keep their cars for week-end 

jaunts are using them during the w;eek, 

and a considerable number of well-dressed 

drivers, no longer disciplined by the pres-

sure of trams and double-decker buses on 

the streets, are indulging to the full their 

tastes for ostentation and selfishness. 

Badly Handled 
On the whole, our working people have 

been expressing sympathy for the strikers. 

But their case before the Labour Court 

was badly handled. Billy McMullen, who 

has long political experience, could have 

done a great deal to win active public sup-

port for the strikers if he had pinned the 

real blame for the strike where it ought 

to go, namely, on the Government's failure 

to control prices. 

Instead of this, he narrowed the issue 

to technical trade union points, and made 

the palpably questionable statement that 

he believed there would be no opposition 

on the part of the public to a further rise 

in fares, if this should be considered neces-

sary by the company in order to meet the 

strikers' demands. He did say, however, 

that in his judgment it should not be 

necessary. 

The plain fact is that the public is fed 

up with increases in the price of almost 

every conceivable service and commodity. 

With prices as they are, and rents largely 

•uncontrolled and soaring, it is useless to 

ask simply tor higher wages. 

To-day the price of an egg is 5\d. Milk 

is dearer than last year, and due to rise 

again next month. The price of turf is 

to go up from 54/- to 64/- a ton and of 

wood blocks by £1 a ton, now that the 

wealthy have had plenty of good weather 

to lay in large supplies off the ration. 

Growing Support 
' Naturally, therefore, there is growing 

support for the efforts of the Lower Prices 

Council, whose fraternal delegate at the 

Labour Party Conference, held on Sep-

tember 12th to 14th, raised the following 

demands: — 

A comprehensive system of new control, 
including the establishment of Rent Tri-
bunals. 

A standstill on all price rises for all 

essentials and the setting up of a new 

Prices Commission, including consumers' 

representatives with the l ight to investi-

gate companies' profits and fix fair prices 

for goods and services. 

The opening of direct producer-con-

sumer markets under municipal auspices. 

The right of municipalities to establish 

non-profit-making restaurants. 

The Women's Parliament which the 

Lower Prices Council has called, in the 

Catholic Commercial Club, on October 7th, 

eve of the re-assembly of Dail Eireann, will 

concern itself with these demands and bids 

fair to being one of the most spectacular 

efforts of public opinion to impose itself 

upon the Government for a good many 

years past. 

Radio Eireann 
Many Dublin readers of "Irish Demo-

crat" have expressed an interest in the 

paper's endeavour to get a representative 

opinion from exiles on the merits of our 

broadcasting system. 

In recent months this has much im-

proved. Some of the historical plays put 

on of a Sunday night have been down-

right good. Not only have they been well 

acted, but they have not failed to throw 

light on episodes and tendencies in our 

past about which lay and clerical reaction 

prefer to keep silent, witnes "The Parnell-

ite," performed over Radio Eireann on 

September 5th. 

Radio Eireann's news bulletins have 

also improved. They suppress a good deal 

less than the B.B.C. and are not read with 

the same maddening unctuosity. I n addi-

tion there have been some good talks, not-

ably the series by Mr. Hubert Butler on 

his recent visit to the continent, and 

especially Yugoslavia, where he found 

things unlike what Mr. Timothy Murphy 

professes to believe them, according to the 

sanctimonious presidential address with 

which he regaled the recent Labour Party 

Conference. 

HON-UKVONIST IN SCAB LABOUR 
T N reading the aims of the Connolly As-

sociation in a recent edition of your 

paper, I noted that you are trying to at-

tain "full rights and fair treatment for 

Irishmen in Britain." 

As a British worker and member of the 

building trade,-, whose duty it is to contact 

tfresl* starters, I have come up against a 

iarge nufnber of Irish workers engaged in 

bricklaying and carpentry. I have been 

particularly distressed, knowing as I do 

the" militancy of Irish trade unionists as 

a whole, to find a dangerous apathy on 

the part of these men to unionism in this 

country. 

We British workers welcome the aid we 

are receiving on the job from our Irish 

comrades, but we are puzzled by argu-

ments which are being put forward by 

them, such as the following:— 

(ay Why should I Join the union when 

i t permits to earn only 2 7J per hour—the 

London Kite? 

(b) Conditions in Dublin make it nearly 

Impossible for a starter to iget a union 

CartLvtAs rt to comparatively «asy to'get a 

British «ard; the British: union cannot be 

« f mtootVuse. 

<t WEJ.CAN 

My answers arei (a) This rata m u s t 

not toe w i tMf l i H M H I . ottHrtmi 

and-ototein wor f « * l l 

' whan «r» h*vi ftrjfiSMftty f V- ' ' 
it Mrshio. Mttffrtohtst *6fk« 

garded in this country purely as scab 

labour. He is not fighting the workers' 

battle, but plays into the hands of the 

employer bodies, and well they know it. 

I t is simply for this reason that they 

are willing to pay the bit extra to divide 

our forces. / 

This country is facing the winter crisis. 

We remember how fully Irish labour in 

Britain responded to trade union needs 

during the war years, on the airfields, the 

sites and in the war factories. We want 

the same response now that we are up 

against it in a different way. This is an 

appeal of a different nature. I t we could 

achieve unity and co-operation for tasks 

which were necessary in the battle to de-

stroy human life, why not all the more 

now that we are in the midst of the battle 

for Socialism and the protection of human 

life? 

J I M P R O F F I T T , 
Federa t ion Steward, A . U . B . T . W . 

London, W.12 . 

T WISH to draw the attention of Irish 

Democrat readers to the fatal disease of 

emigration now raging here. Emigration 

was always a curse to Ireland. It is more 

than a curse—it is death. We blamed the 

British In former times—now we can only 

blame Fianna Fall misgovernment. 

The countryside here In Triconaill has be-

come a semi-desert. The land is gone to 

weeds,--briars and rushes for want of man-

power. 

8urcly this- land is capable of producing 

wealth for our people; but Britain needs 

men for her mills and factories, and accord-

ing to Fianna Fail economics the Irish are 

ttoe people to do that' work for Britain. 

a dying countryside, schools de-

cgwoje. In " tttejBJpaice, Meant homes, 

t P t i i f l M i 
of unMxaBed fields." 

Ruined Homes 
I know rases where not only our young 

girls and boys have gone but actually the 
whole household: father, mother and child-
ren. All around here in Gaelic-speaking 
Donegal are locked homes, ruined houses, 
derelict farms, deserted villages. 

Just now the British Sugar Corporation 
have on foot a scheme to emigrate 
thousands of young Irishmen. Nearly every 
young man here has "signed on." 

Conditions are better there in Britain. 
Fianna Fall has nothing to offer them but a 
wretched and degrading dole. 

Meanwhile tjie countryside Is dying. Can 
Labour do nothing? What is Clann Pob-
lachta going to do? Does Labour know what 
the countryside wants? Does MacBrlde's 
party khow? Can cither party take'a knife 
and cut out this fatal,,cancer of emigration? 

'Ddf fegt l . ' 

I. B. M A C H U f t H . 

'Successful 
Year' 

IRISH AMATEUR 
THEATRE GROUP 
"~W" E have concluded our mos'. suc-

cessful year and in the comim; 

months I expect a great expansion in 

activity and membership," declared 

the Chairman, Mr. Bill McCabe, open-

ing the Annual General Meeting of 

the Irish Amateur Theatre Group in 

London last month. 

Secretary Mrs. Maureen Maitlar.d re-
ported on last year's activities, dance?, 
socials and particularly the production ol 
"Autumn Fire" at many industrial hostels 
in the London area. Highlight of tho season 
was the March production at Unity Theatre 
of O'Casey's "Shadow of a Gunman." and 
special thanks were due to Mrs. Deidre 
O'Connor, late of the Abbey Thea:.r,?, for 
taking a leading part in addition to produc-
ing the play. 

The Financial Report showed a healthy 
improvement, and Treasurer Miss Stella 
Scully declared that she would see thai the 
money needed to finance the Group's ambi-
tious future programme was successfully 
raised. 

All Welcome 
Regretting that Molly O'Learv was unable 

to be present, the Secretary paid tribute on 
behalf of the Group to her devoted work in 
building up the Group. 

The following officers were elected: 
Chairman, Mr. Michael Connolly; Secretary, 
Mrs. Maureen Maitland; Treasurer, Miss 
Stella Scully; Business Manager, Mr. Ian 
Coyle; Producer, Mr. Fred Smith; Musical 
Director, Miss Lorna Johnston. 

The Irish Amateur Theatre Group is 
sponsored by the Connolly Association, and 
is strictly non-political and non-sectarian. 
All arc welcome to join. Anyone interested 
in any aspect of the Group's activities 
should write to the Secretary, Mrs. M. Mait-
land, 75 Boston Manor Road, Brentford, 
Middlesex. The Secretary would also be very 
glad to hqar from any provincial "Irish 
Democrat" readers interested in forming 
similar groups in other cities. 

LABOUR 
REVIVAL 

•'T'HERE are signs of the Labour Party re-
-*- gaining some of its lost confidence. The 
James Larkin Branch, built around the head-
quarters of the Workers Union in Dublin, is 
growing in numbers and activity. The Cen-
tral and Fintan Labour branches in the city, 
and the Whitehall, Dolphin's Barn, Bernard 
Shaw and one or two others on the outskirts 
have kept alive through the general depres-
sion in Labour politics. 

Some of their members have been very 
active in building the new Inchicore, Kim-
mage and now the still newer North City 
Co-operative Societies. Others have been 
busy on the Bower Prices Council. Sales of 
the Labour Party paper have been regularly 
undertaken, so that its long predicted demise 
has still not occurred. 

The Party's recent publication of draft 
policies on agriculture, housing and social 
services has led to some useful discussion 
among the members. 

Anti-Partition 
Dance at Sale 

ANOTHER successful dance was organ-
ised by the Sale Branch of the Anti-

Partition League, on September 5th. 

Quest of the evening was Coun. Mrs. Phil-
lips, who spoke In the interval, saying that 
like many of her associates in the British 
Labour Movement, she desired to sec Ireland 
united and the Irish people living In com-
plete harmony with the British people. 

Speaking for the Manchester Area 
Council of the Anti-Partition League, Mr. 
Tom Wat tes stressed the neea far buildlw 
up the League in Bmain. >>: 
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Uncle Sam -

oneylender 
JL jflR. DE V A L E R A rendered I re land 

no service in Paris last month 
when he referred in such g lowing 
terms to the M a r s h a l l Plan. 

The so-called M a r s h a l l P lan—for in 
fact no such comprehensive plan yet 
exists—is not a p r o g r a m m e to aid the 
v i c t ims of Fascism in Europe as was 
the Lend-Lease policy devised by 
President Roosevelt. It is a scheme of 
American Imper ia l i sm to halt the 
growth of Social ism in Europe and at 
the same t ime t r y to stave ofll the 
threatened economic depression in-
side the Uni ted States. 

Marshal l is not a benevolent old 
Uncle Sam char i tab ly dispensing gifts 
to his poorer re lat ions on this side of 
the At lant ic but the pl iant tool of the 
most hard-hearted moneylenders on 
Wal l Street. His real a im is not to re-
store the war -shat tered economics of 
Europe but to rev ive the forces of 
capitalism and bu i ld up a reactionary 
Western bloc against the Soviet 
Union. 

Amer ican capi ta l ism pursues its 
present aggressive policy because it 
faces the same d i l e m m a as any other 
capitalist state w h i c h has emerged 
victorious f r o m a w a r w i t h its 
economy undamaged and its coffers 
full of w a r profits. So long as it w i l l 
not give its work ing-people their fu l l 
share in the nat iona l income—and 
pr iva te enterprise cannot by its very 
n a t u r e do this—it must reach out to 
dominate other parts of the w o r l d in 
preparat ion for the big export dr ive 
w h i c h must inev i tab ly take place if 
its economic machine is to w o r k at 
fu l l speed. 

"Aggression abroad, repression at 
home" is the classic policy of Im-
perial ism. A l r e a d y the Amer ican 
eagle has got its greedy claws into 
South Amer ica and the Far East; 
U.S. agents are p lot t ing among the 
oil -wells of Persia and Arab ia ; whi le 
the U.S. N a v y patrols provocatively 
in the Med i te r ranean . 

Greece has been turned at the be-
hest of President T r u m a n into a 
Fascist police state in which trade 
unionists and Labour sympathisers 
are murdered as b r u t a l l y as ever they 
were by H i t le r or Mussol ini . 

Inside the U n i t e d States a hysteri-
cal wi tch-hunt has been launched 
bearing a sinister resemblance to the 
Reichstag Fire scare m Nazi Germany 
and measures have been passed by 
Congress whieh, if effective, w i l l 
abolish the whole basis of free trade 
unionism. 

But the Europe of 1947 is not the 
Europe of 1919-1920. T h e forces of 
Labour to-day are immeasurably 
stronger to-day t h a n they were at the 
end of the first W o r l d W a r , and the 
lessons of the i n t e r - w a r years in 
which Amer ican capi ta l was used to 
build up G e r m a n heavy industry and 
so pave the Way for Naz ism have not 
been forgotten by tens of mil l ions of 
Socialists. 

And in the U n i t e d States itself the 
forces of progress move into action 
w i th Henry Wal lace and, we are glad 
to say, many I r ish-Americans, at 
their head. 

I re land has noth ing to gain and 
everything to lose—her independence 

Her still-struggling infant Industries, 
her reputation as a freedom-loving 
nation—by aligning herself behind an 
aggressive imperialist power whwh, 
unlets cheeked, threatens to load tho 
worltf into worse economic crises and 
ever-more devastating wars. 

HOW TO END PARTITION 
' THE Anti-Partition movement in 

Brita in is embarking on a cam-

paign of activity no less enterprising 

tha the one just recently completed. 

That campaign achieved some very 

solid results which are worth record-

ing. Equally worthy of note are those 

events in the administration of Bri-

tish Government policy which had a 

bearing on Anglo-Irish relations. Les-

sons from these should help forward 

the movement for a United Ireland. 

In the beginning the movement carried 
through a number of mass demonstrations 
in the cities anci many of the large town;; in 
Britain. The importance of these in the 
formative stages could not be over-rated. 
Through them large masses of the Irish 
population in Britain were roused to a 
realisation that they had a duty to perform 
for their country. 

Press Boycott 

These gatherings brought new members 
into the branches and enthused and encour-
aged the small forces of active men and 
women who had earlier rallied to the fight. 

Despite the weight of many of these 
demonstrations, the Press in Britain main-
tained a stony silence on this new move to 
end partition in Ireland. 

Only when the recent Bill to extend the 
powers of the Six-County Government was 
made an issue in Westminster, by the tabling 
of an amendment supported by 200 M.P.'s, 
did the floodlight of publicity turn on the 
anti-democratic regime of Brooke and Co. 

This amendment moved by H. Delargy, 
M.P., and so skilfully supported by Geoffrey 
Bing, M.P., shook the Six-County Govern-
ment lo its foundations. Never during the 
past 25 years has it had such an exposure. 
Millions of British people learned for the 
first time they were supporting a regime 
which had more the features of a fascist 
state than a democratic one. Though it was 
not an agitation in which Partition appeared 
as a central issue it weakened the partition-
ists in Ireland and Britain as no amount 
of general propaganda on partition could do. 

Highlight of Campaign 

This can be regarded as the highlight of 
this year's campaign. Without the existence 
of the Anti-Partition movement this 
measure might have passed through 
Westminster unnoticed. 

To allow this event to pass with acclama-
tion only and not learn the obvious lesson 
from it may hinder the growth of the anti-
partition movement in Britain. 

The lesson is that alongside the general 
propaganda against partition the movement 
should seek immediate practical questions 
around which a large mass of democratic 
opinion in Britain can be called into support. 

Paradoxically though it may be, the 
above-mentioned Bill was a progressive 
measure in that the powers obtained by the 
Siormont Government can, and probably 
will, be used to co-operate with the Eire 
Government for mutual economic aid. It 
would be in the interest of a united Ireland 
if further schemes were promoted to extend 
the co-operation in the economic field be-
tween North and South. In these days of 
distressing shortages there is a wide field for 
such co-operation. 

Disappointment 

The Anti-Partition movement in Britain is. 
however, primarily concerned with the 
attitude of the British people and British 
Government to the political division of Ire-
land and with Anglo-Irish relations in 
general. So far the latter's altitude up to 
date provides no cause for jubilation. 

It is no secret that many Irish men and 
women, who toiled and voted to put Labour 
in power in the belief that a Labour Govern-
ment would make a departure from Tory 
imperialism, are profoundly disappointed. 

By 

T. WAITERS 
(Manchesetr Area Council Anti-Partition 

League) 

Angry murmuring is now to be heard against 
the Government because of their apparent 
continuation of the old imperialist policy. 

There is evidence that this anger is now 
being turned sharply against the Govern-
ment by some sections ot the Irish people. 

The activity of the Irish Prisoner's De-
pendants Committee in the recent Liverpool 
by-election, when they called on the Irish 
electors to vote against the Labour Candi-
dates is the first public manifestation of 
disappointment. 

may be it would be very unwise, nay danger-
ous, if it was allowed to drive away any 
appreciable section of the Irish in Britain 
into either active or passive, direct or in-
direct, support for the British Tories. 

Most Irish people in Britain are working 
men and women and a return to power of 
the Tories would be disastrous to their stan-
dard of living in this country and would not 
advance the unity of Ireland one step or re-
lease a single prisoner. On the contrary, a 
return of the Tories to power would give new 
life to Brooke and Co. in the Six-Counties. 

Labour Hopes 

Amnesty 

However misguided this step may be it is 
a consequence of the stubborn attitude of 
Mr. Chuter Ede, Home Secretary, in refus-
ing all requests to grant an amnesty to the 
Irish political prisoners in British jails. 

Here was a chance to help heal the wounds 
of Anglo-Irish bitterness and open up a new 
chapter in the history of the two peoples. 

He failed to rise to the occasion and 
thereby the British Labour movement is in 
danger of losing friends which it may sorely 
need before long. 

Prime Minister Attlee, likewise showed 
himself unequal to the task of promoting 
better relations when he declined to com-
ment on Mr. De Valera's recent statement 
indicating his willingness to attend a tri-
partite conference to bring about a united 
Ireland on a federal basis. 

However saddening and bewildering this 
attitude of the British Labour Government 

What attitude, then, should the Irish in 
Britain take up to Labour in this country? 
They should maintain the same proud place 
that they have held in the past. 

The urge to rush into action, however ill-
thought, arises from an unbalanced estimate 
of the situation or from a desire to giet 
things done in a hurry. 

It is fairly evident that some Irish peonlo 
clung to the belief that a Labour Victory 
would automatically open the prison gates 
and bring an early end to partition. The 
friendly attitude of some Labour M.P.s and 
their genuine desire to see Ireland united 
was taken as a barometer of opinion of the 
top leadership. The Labour Party in Britain 
has never been homogeneous in viewpoint. 
There has always been divergence of opinion 
in its ranks on many problems. 

Labour imperialism is not an unknown 
phenomenon in British Labour circles and 
some members of the present government 
appear to be heavily tainted with it. 

But that is not to say the entire move-
ment embraces the views of Attlee, Bevin 
and Ede. The mass of the rank-and-file 
along with very many M.P.s are genuinely 
anti-imperialist. These are Ireland's true 
friends and it is to them that appeal should 
be made. 

Pressure on Government 

From the mass Labour membership the 
cause of a United Ireland will get a ready 
response. They will put the pressure on the 
Government with greater effect than the 
Irish movement can do alone without open-
ing the door for the return of the Tories. At 
the same time the forces of Irish and British 
democracy can be joined in the common 
battle here in Britain to bring prosperity 
and a new life for all. 

Thousands of Labour Party and trade 
union branches are open to hear the case 
against partition. 

This field has hardly been touched, yet it 
offers great possibilities for advancing the. 
cause. The Labour Party Conference this 
year passed off without a mention of Ire-
land, primarily because little work was put 
in among the Labour Party branches 
throughout the country. Hand in hand with 
the demonstrations, conferences, socials, etc., 
which are planned for the period ahead, 
there should be persistent work done inside 
the Labour movement. 

DEMOCRAT'S DIARY by 'PAUDEEN' 

DEV? I N D O W N I N G ST. 
' f j^HE sepulchral calm of the Foreign 

J- Office quadrangle was rudely dis-

turbed when 500 full-throated Irish folk 

roared "Up Dev, don't forget the Six 

Counties," as the "Long Fella" himself 

appeared when visiting London last 

month. 

Striding into Downing Street, hatless 

in the rain, Mr. de Valera was as well 

guarded as Molotov. Representatives of 

the strong arm force of both countries 

shouldered him along to ensure that no 

unfriendly gesture could be made by any 

misguided fanatic. 

Happily there was little need to worry. 

I t was a chastened, sobered England 

that welcomed "Dev" on this occasion. 

No longer arrogant as in former days, 

England and its Press now receive "Dev" 

as a "distinguished and sincere" man. 

I t would seem that the lower the pound 

doth drop, the higher riseth Ireland's 

prestige. 

* * * 

i f i iH IS was apparent in a different way 

J - when diminutive WaUy Carpenter, 

old Citlzefl Army man. mounted the ros-

trum at the British T.U.C. recently and 

spoke In Ireland's name. It is many 

years sinoe Ireland's claims were voiced 

from that tribune of the, British worker*, 

but when this Dublin delegate from thp 

A.3.W. reminded them o f / ' t ha t other 

profelem (the Border; stillo.to settle,'' 

there was sympathetic approval. 

Unfortunately the good feeling gener-

ated by Mr. Carpenter's appeal was par-

tially negated by the tactless distribu-

tion of an Irish leaflet to delegates out-

side the conference. 

The leaflet, issued by the Irish 

Prisoners' Welfare Committee, was one 

being distributed in the Edge Hill Divi-

sion of Liverpool during the recent by-

election (and used in the Islington one) 

urging electors to vote against the 

Labour candidate as a protest against 

the refusal of Mr. Chuter Ede, British 

Home Secretary, to release the 33 Irish 
prisoners now in British gaols. 

* * * 

MANY are willing to join in condem-

nation of Mr. Ede and the Labour 

Cabinet, for refusing to re-consider 

these iniquitous sentences, but like the 

Irish prisoner, whose letter from Park-

hurst on this subjcct appears in this 

issue, they refuse to carry the opposition 

to the extent of assisting the return to 

Parliament of an anti-working-class 

representative of the Party which threw 

the men into gaol. 

In view of the fact that the more 

prominent members of the I r i s h 

Prisoners' Welfare Committee formerly 

worked in close association with the 

Anti-Partition League, It Is perhaps not 

clearly understood that the league was 

not responsible either for the leaflet or 

policy of the Prisoners' Committee. I t 

is well known of course that the league 

has one aim only—the abolition of Par-

tition. Other political matters, such as 

prisoners' release, while claiming the 

private support of many of its members, 

is not included either in policy, work or 

constitution. 

* * * 

I JNL IKE the Catholic hierarchy in 

' Ireland, which now blesses every move 

of Irish Labour—as the weaker of the 

two . evils—Australia's Catholic hier-

archy appears to be split regarding the 

support to be given to the nationalisa-i 

tion of the banks by the Australian 

Labour Party. 

Sidney's "Catholic Weekly" denounces 

Premier Chifley's proposal to nationalise. 

Tasmania's Catholic Premier (Cosgrove) 

rebuked Archdeacon O'Donnell, of Ho-

bart, for entering into this political 

question, but up to goiirgto' prese, Mel-

bourne's Archbishop Marmix has main-v 

talned a tactful silence. 

This controversy between Church, 

versus Finance, somehow reminds me 

of that classic pas«age. in the author's 

preface to old Ctiarlle Marx's "Capital ' ' 

Referring to the Estabttabed Church o t -

England, he eaid they would permit , 

38 of Its 39 Axttcles.to.be questioned^ but 

not l-3*th of ~itS Income. , , 

dl i I K ' M l • i • ' if "M- l | i ii i 
(j- 'ortu no ' 90 Bine rxr. v •J J>' V 



5 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT October, 1947 

Fighting Fund 

Guinness Was 
Good for Us 

i REAL hearty slainte' was drunk 
^ to the "Irish Democrat" in a 
pub in Manchester last week. But 
the toast was more than one of 
merely wishing "good health" to the 
fighting paper of Irish exiles in Bri-
tain—it added a real tonic in the 
form of a subscription ali round 
which came to the sum of £4 4s. 6d. 
It was the idea of Mr. Tommy Wat-
ters, member of the Manchester area 
of the Anti-Partition League, who 
did not like to see a pub full of Irish-
men going to waste without orga-
nising something for their own 
paper; and the landlord of the pub, 
an Irishman himself, Mr. J. E. Ly-
ons, started the ball rolling with a 
subscription of 10[-, A few bob on 
each thirsty pint standing round 
soon sent the total up to the very 
welcome figure. If this pleasing 
social custom continues, we will be 
able to say that Guinness is very 
good for us indeed. We heartily re-
commend the idea as one worth 
emulating. 

WELCOME NEWS 

A further welcome piece of news 
comes from Castleford, Yorks, where 
a group of Irish coalminers have 
formed their own branch of the Con-
nolly Association. We have no doubt 
that this marks only a beginning of 
the organising of the numerous Irish 
exiles in the coalfields throughout 
Britain into the Association which 
looks after the interests of Irishmen 
in nearly every industry in the coun-
try. 

Grand Effort 
A grand effort has been made by 

readers since the last figures were 
published—but still not quite up to 
the £100 required by the end of last 
month. A total of £27 8s. leaves 
£16 pounds necessary to pay bills 
in hand, not to mention the shadow 
of current and future expenditure. 
We appeal to all Irishmen to help 
us in our fight against partition and 
for better conditions of all exiles in 
Britain. Remember, the half-crowns 
and bobs mount up. 

The Editorial Board wish to thank 
the following who contributed to 
the fighting fund last month, espe-
cially Mr. P. Sayers for his very wel-
come fiver. 

"Scott Lane," £1; Ben Owens, £1; 
Prof. Farrington, 6/-; R. Fairley, 5/-; 
"Farmer," 10/-; B. Malone, 2/6; 
"Paddy and Kathleen,' 10/-; W. 
Burke, 5/-; D. Heller. £2 ; M. Brush, 
£1; P. Scully, 6/-; P. Sayers, £5; Col-
lecting card per W. Burke, 8/-; R. 
Bridgeman, £ 1 ; H.H. (Sheffield), 
10/-; Mrs. Wickremasinghe, 10/-; C. 
Leary, 6/-; P. Smith, 6/-; Eileen Mc-
Sweeney, £1; E. Kontarsky, £1; Miss 
Thomas, 2/-; R. Doyle, 5/-; "Ark-
tow," ! / • ; Executive Committee, Con-
M H y Association, £5 10s.; Collection 
at Clarence Inn, Manchester, per 
Tom Watters, £4 4s. 6d.; J . E. Lyons, 
10/-; M. Boyle, 10/-; M. Devine, 10/-; 
M. Connell, 10/-; T. Watters, 10/-; 
F. Carroll, 10/-; B. Salter, 6/-; S. 
Mullins, 5/-; J. McGill, 5/-; M. 
Maguire, 2/6; B. Farrell, 2/6; I. Stu-
art. 2/6; J. Brady, 1 /-. Total £27 8s. 

BELFAST LABOUR ALERT 
TO REAL ISSUES 

From Correspondent 
ECONOMIC planning, criticism of British foreign policy, and 
™ denunciation of the anti-Labour legislation in the U.S.A. 
are featured in the 41 resolutions to be debated at the 24th 
conference of the Northern Ireland Labour Party to be held in 
Belfast on the 25th and 26th of this month. 

A resolution from the A.E.U. Labour 

Group urges the establishment of a plan-

ning committee in conjunction with the 

Irish T.U.C. to "enquire into the industrial 

resources and man-power in Northern 

Ireland and present schemes for alterna-

tive employment." 

North-South Co-operation 
South Belfast wants a Joint Economic 

Council representing the two Governments 

—north and south—to further economic 

co-operation, particularly of those sections 

of the Northern Ireland Bill. 

The issue of travel vouchers to unem-

ployed willing to go to Britain is de-

manded by North Antrim, while East Bel-

fast deplores the "viciously repressive anti-

labour legislation recently introduced in 

the U.S.A." and declares it to be the "sol-

A COURAGEOUS 
SCIENTIST 

A UGUST 12th was the 60th birthday of 

Erwin Schrddinger, one of the pio-

neers of wave mechanics, who, although a 

native of Vienna, is now living near Dub-

lin. 

Driven from Berlin in 1933 on account 

of his uncompromising resistance to the 

Nazis, he emigrated to Graz in Austria, 

when he was again driven by the Nazis in 

1938, but not before he had made a public 

denunciation of their tyranny and perse-

cution in a public gathering at the Vienna 

Auditorium. 

During recent years Schrodinger has 

found in Eire a peace and freedom which 

have given him opportunities for scientific 

research which would have been impos-

sible on the Continent of Europe. 

The Austrian democratic paper, "Neues 

Oesterreich" reports, however, that- he 

wishes to return to Vienna, but finds that 

the state of his health obliges him to main-

tain a special diet which would be difficult 

to secure in Austria. 

NEW AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Patricia Lynch, well-known Irish writer 

of children's tales, has written her auto-

biography, "A Storyteller's Childhood," 

which will be published this month by 

Dent. Patricia Lynch is the wife of the 

Labour historian, R. M. Pox, whose bi-

ography of Connolly is selling well in Bri-

tain and America. 

emn duty of all progressive movements 

and Governments to declare their firm op-

position to its realisation." 

The "growing dependence on the U.S.A.' 

signalised in British foreign policy is the 

subject of a resolution from North Derry, 

which urges a foreign policy "based on the 

development of our own resources . . . . 

under the guidance of a planned eco-

nomy." 

Unionist Propaganda 
The Electrical Trades Union want a 

pamphlet, similar to "Let us face the 

Future" issued by the British Labour 

Party, which would set out the Party's 

policy "over the period of five years." 

Attacking the Unionist propaganda pub-

lications, i.e., the "Brown Book," "Ulster 

Commentary," and "Northern Ireland," a 

South Belfast resolution asks "conference 

to protest against the use of public money 

for party political purposes." 

ANTI-PARTITION 
CAMPAIGN BEGINS 

WITH A SWING 
: T H E big anti-partition campaign which 

is being organised throughout Britain, 

aiming at rallying all Irishmen to the 

cause of the unity cf their country and 

enlightening the British people about the 

true state of affairs in Ireland, began'last 

month with meetings, lectures, ceilidhes 

and dances held in Lancashire, Scotland 

and throughout the country. 

Organised by the Anti-Partition League, 

the campaign, which has just begun and is 

to continue throughout the autumn, has 

already been met with remarkable en-

thusiasm from the Irish in the northern 

areas and support from many English poli-

ticians. 

At a meeting of the League in Paisley, 

Scotland, a resolution was passed calling 

on the British Government to annul the 

Government of Ireland Act, 1920. 

Mr. Alexander McGregor, addressing the 

meeting, emphasised the tremendous part 

played by the Irish immigrants in the rise 

to power of the British Labour Party. 

Throughout Lancashire, League branch 

activity is experiencing a new lease of life, 

and one new branch is being formed in 

Chorley. 

The 'Crisis' T.U.C. 
X> RITAIN'S 1947 Trades Union Con-

gress—representing a record mem-

bership of 7,540,397—may long be re-

gretfully remembered in the annals of 

British working-class history as the 

mammath "crisis" T.U.C. which failed to 

rise to its responsibilities. 

Meeting at Southport in a situation de-

scribed in "emergency" General Council 

statements as "an economic crisis of un-

precedented gravity" which presented "a 

dire threat to the standard of life of all 

our people," 836 delegates from 187 unions 

endlessly discussed crisis "solutions" but 

only produced a handful of sprats at the 

conclusion of their heated and confused 

debates. 

Discussion in the two most critical de-

bates of Congress—the economic crisis 

and foreign affairs was "guided," both by 

General Council statements, and official 

pronouncements by Mr. George Isaacs 

(Minister of Labour) and Mr. Ernest Bevin 

'Foreign Secretary). 

Both Ministers, in full knowledge that 

their utterances carried Cabinet weight, 

enunciated policies for Congress accepts 

ance and in a supplementary document on 

the "Economic Situation," the General 

Council recommended: (1) Approval of 

the Government's proposed reintroduction 

of the Control of Engagements Order; (2) 

"Direction of Labour" where necessary; 

Cripps Plan Hits Linen Industry 
THE British Minister of Supply, Wilmot, 

and the British Home Secretary, Ede, 

have both visited Belfast and talked with 

the Government Ministers and, in the case 

of Wilmot, with representatives of the 

workers. "Give us the tools and the 

material and we'll do the Job," the Min-

isters told Wilmot. 

But what the job is the public are left 
to guess and whether Government itself 
has any notion about it will only be 
known if at all, when 8tormont as-
sembles In the late Autumn. 
The export of textile engineering 

machinery figures In Sir Stafford Cripps' 

plans. Northern Ireland is a substantial 

producer Of such goods. The "Linen Trade 

Circular" expresses disquiet at the Cripps' 

proposals to cut capital expenditure and 

to send abroad capital goods (machinery) 

t o the value of up to £60,000,000, badly 

'needed for modernising antiquated plant 

at home! And it aptly enough comments: 

Re-equipment Hindered 
"At present about 80 per cent of the 

producttdn of the firms making flax, hemp 

and"Jut* machinery Is exported; if this 

high fiffQM is Increased- it will make vital 

at <«ven mora diOnfe-Outo at 

of boors ot work." 

The Linen industry for the most part 

badly limps along on old equipment and 

the Cripps' plan would condemn it to con-

tinue in this condition. 

What Mr. Chuter Ede did when here 

nobody is in a position to say. 

Yankee Jingoism 
"Eastern Americanism" is now the offi-

cial cult of Ulster Unionism, threatening 

to oust "West-Britalnism." Articles ap-

pear weekly in the "Telegraph" from 

American press men pouring forth the 

wildest Yankee jingoism and ordering 

about the British Poor Relation very 

badly. The Press editorials day in and 

day out continue to impress on the popu-

lace Britain's complete dependence on the 

rich uncle and Six County Ulster's depend-

ence on the British poor relation—all in-

terlarded with a generous belabouring of 

the coal miners, the Labour movement, 

the Labour Government (Bevln excepted) 

and yearnings after a Tory restoration. 

The Ulsterites are apparently satisfied 

NAME AND ADDRESS PLEASE! 
twill the correspondent In Scott Lane, 

kBarduy, Lewis, who wrote to the "Irish 
( W M n T V I M t DMIttll ptMM Mnd fits 
fwH M W H an* aMrtss to the Editor.] 

that the de Valera-Attlee talks constitute 

no threat to the continuance of the Bor-

der. There is a current of hope that the 

Dublin Government may be pushed off 

the course of attempting further to in-

dustrialise the country and revert to a 

policy of furnishing agricultural exports 

in exchange for coal, manures and feed-

ing stuff to the detriment of further de-

velopment of home manufactures. 

Anti-industrialisation 
Led by the "Independent," the old-

established southern business interests 

are openly crusading for abandonment of 

turf-development schemes, rural electri-

fication and air-lines development. 

The paper says: "There is no time for 

rhetoric about full employment 

national strikes againstTilgh prices, nor 

for demands for price control," and it 

adds significantly: " I t is highly question-

able whether he (Mr. Lemass) is right In 

putting equal emphasis, as he appears to 

do, on industrial and agricultural expan-

sion." 

Ireland's battle for survival North and 

South, however, depends on increasing the 

turn-out of commodities in every field and 

more' independence from not more de-

pendence -on, Imperialism, Yankee or Bri-

tish. 

(3) Examination of the possibilities of 

"further reducing the Armed Forces"; (4) 

Urgent need to increase exports and 

therefore need to discuss how far "an ex-

tension of hours is imperative. 

"Loyalty" Tactics 
Despite powerful' speeches for "socialist" 

solutions to Britain's economic crisis—in-

cluding demands for halving the Armed 

Forces, extending nationalisation, and im-

posing both a levy on capital and Gov-

ernment control of dividends—Mr. Tew-

son, General Secretary, won the day. 

On the fundamental issue of immediate 

drastic reductions in the Armed Forces to 

provide urgently needed manpower, critics 

were side-tracted by platform speakers on 

the issue of "loyalty" to Government poli-

cies. 

Clamorous Support 
Although many speakers won clamorous 

support for their denunciation of con-

tinued support for the fascist governments 

of Greece and Spain, and their warning 

that "the America to which the British 

people were being asked to tie themselves 

was the America of giant trusts and car-

tels, monopolies and anti-trade un on legis-

lation." Britain's 1947 T.U.C. turned down 

by a large majority a crucial resolution 

calling for a reversal of support for "dollar 

diplomacy" and the establishment of the 

closest trading relations with "all the 

European democracies and the Soviet 

Union." 

While significant floor victories were 

gained in demands for greater workshop 

democracy," immediate Government action 

against growing Fascist activities in Bri-

tain, and the institution of a Government 

inquiry into the building industry, these 

minor victories do not constitute a land-

mark T.U.C. in British progressive his-

tory. 

Fatal Hesitation 
Summing up, it must be said that Bri-

tain's socialist political leaders still reveal 

a fatal hesitation, and that corrective poli-

cies were not shown in any of the main 

decisions of Congress. 

M R . L E M A S S OI\ 

P A R T I T I O N 
Speaking at the Letterkenny Fianna 

Fall convention, the Tanaiste, Mr. Sean 

Lemass, dealing with the question as to 

whether there was any plan to end par-

tition, said that In the sense In which the 

term was ured there was no plan. His 

conviction was that their immediate aim 

must be to keep it on the forefront of the 

minds of their own people and of the 

people of the rest of the world and to take 

advantage as far as possible of every op-
portunity, that arose that would-enable 
them to develop some new tactic. 
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Eire's Twice-rejected UNO Application - the Background 

Why the Russians Say 'No* 
OR the second 

representative 

time, the Soviet 

at the United 

Nations has opposed Ire land 's en t ry 

in to t h e international association. 

Why ? What has happened in the last 

quarter of a cen tury that turns Bri-

tain into our sponsor and the Soviet 

Union into our cri t ic ? 

The thinking Irish man or woman need 

expect no enlightenment from our daily 

Press on the subject. Alike, whether ex-

Umonist, ex-Treatyite, ex-Republican, they 

take it for granted that the Irish people 

acquiesce in Britain as our international 

godfather and in the Soviet Union as our 

national enemy. 

But the questions remain and the nation 

must find the answers, for in them lies 

the key, not only to our perilous inter-

national position, but to many of our 

domestic problems. 

* * * 

4 QUARTER of a century ago, when 

» Ireland was at the height of her 

struggle for independence, and Soviet Rus-

sia was hurling back the armies of 17 

nations which Winston Churchill had 

flung against her, Irish-Soviet relations 

were forged. 

Irishmen Exempt 
When the new Soviet Government de-

cided, under the weight of the world im-

perialist attack, that all foreigners on 

Soviet territory must be registered, for 

security reasons, it made only two excep-

tions. They were Irishmen and Egyptians. 

When Dail Eireann decided to seek in-

ternational countenance, it found that 

Soviet Russia was the one country in the 

world prepared to treat the Irish Republic 

as a sovereign State. The evidence is there 

in the draft treaty. Ironically, it pledged 

both countries to work for a new world 

body of free and equal nations to replace 

the League of Nations from which both 

Ireland and Russia were being excluded. 

When later, submerged by the British-

equipped Free State forces, the Republi-

can Government decided to re-establish 

what international links It could, Russia's 

friendship was taken for granted as 

naturally as the same people now appar-

ently take hostility to Russia for granted, 

and a member of the present Fianna Fall 

Cabinet was sent to Moscow. 

Throughout this whole period of struggle 

therefore, Soviet opposition to Ireland's 

entry into any international assembly 

would have been as impossible as—as im-

possible as British support. 

* * * 
rrO-DAY M. Kraselnikov, for the Soviet 

Union, tells the United Nations' mem-

bership committee that in his Govern-

ment s view, the present Ireland is not 

worthy of entry, and, M. Gromyko upholds 

this point of view, in the Security Coun-

cil, resulting in the rejection of our appli-

cation. 

Another Reason 
M. Kraselnikov gave certain reasons for 

his attitude, but it seems to us quite clear 

that there was another reason which is 

well known to both sides, but was only im-

plicit in M. Kraselnikov's statement and 

w as wholly ignored in the maladroit reply 

which Mr. de Valera released for Ameri-

can consumption. 

It is the reason which the Fianna Fail 

Government must try to hide at all costs 

from the Irish people—that while still 

keeping an anti-Imperialist phrase or two 

and an odd word about the British occupa-

tion of the North-East for electioneering 

purposes, they have in fact, willingly be-

come a part of the British bloc and are 

so recognised throughout the world. 

Ireland's application was discussed with 

others and, like the others, became part 

of an internal conflict in the Security 

Council. Mongolia, Albania and Bulgaria 

nre friendly to the Soviet Union, therefore 

Britain and the United States would not 
have them. 

I R I S H B A L L A D § | 
A RECITAL of Irish Republican 8 

and Labour ballads will be fl 

given at X Finstock Road, North j | 

Kensington, London, W.10, on 8at- jr 

urday, October 25th. Applications j | 

'or tickets, price j/8, should be ft 
made to Mr*. Watone, at above ad- 3j 

Cress. Admission by ticket only, m 

RefreahnMnta provided. Proceeds S 

m aid of ' l r U h Democrat." 

| N the "odd company" of Portugal, Transjordan and Yemen, 

and with Britain, the old enemy and still responsible for the 

Partition of the country, acting as godfather, Eire presented her-

self for admission to the United Nations. Some people don't 

seem to see anything strange in Ireland allowing herself to be put 

forward as if she was still exclusively a British possession, but, 

says the author of this article, reprinted from the "Irish Review," 

the thinking Irish man or woman will, as indeed did the 

Russians. And there is another reason for Eire's rejection which 

the Soviet delegate to U.N.O. did not mention but which he had 

undoubtedly at the back of his mind when he voted as he did . . . 

Odd Company 
Ireland, on the other hand, came for-

ward in the odd company of Portugal, 

Transjordan and Yemen (the last two 

British creations of yesterday and about 

as sovereign as the Balrothery Board of 

Assistance). 

And Ireland allowed herself to be put 

forward for membership by Britain, as if 

she also were a strip of desert round a 

British base, with a Sheik drawing his 

monthly pension from the Colonial Office. 

Prom the start, Britain made clear to 

the world that she regarded Ireland as her 

nominee; and before the whole world, Mr. 

de Valera has more than accepted that 

position. 

* * * 

"jlXR. DE VALERA, in his American 

statement (and is there not some 

significance in the fact that it was to the 

Americans he explained himself in the 

first place, not the Irish people?) sought 

to pretend that the Soviet statement about 

the lack of diplomatic relations was irre-

levent. But was it? 

Only a couple of years ago, when Mr. 

de Valera was asked why he had not 

broken off relations with Nazi Germany, 

he replied that to break off relations was 

the strongest diplomatic step that could 

be taken short of war. 

Is there such a great difference between 

breaking off relations and refusing to have 

relations? Mr. de Valera has put Ireland 

before the world assembly saying, in ef-

fect, that this country desires friendship 

and peace with all countries except one. 

Is it so surprising, therefore, if the 

country concerned, puzzled by what pur-

ports to be the Irish Republic it once knew 

so well appearing leaning on the arm of 

History - With Trimmings 
r i iHE film, "Captain Boycott" sets out to 

-L tell the story of how the word "boy-

cott" came to be a part of current English 

speech. The story is told entertainingly 

and is decorated with some fine sketches 

of Irish types, played by such sterling 

actors as Eddie Byrne and Maureen Dela-

ney. Historical accuracy has been partially 

sacrificed to provide the box-office ingredi-

ents of love interest and dramatic climax. 

The film would have had far more power 

and dramatic integrity without either. 

The story of Captain Boycott is well 

enough known in Ireland. He was an 

agent for an English absentee landlord, a 

Lord Erne, in Mayo. He charged the ten-

ants rents they could not pay and evicted 

them for non-payment. 

The Irish Land League, which included 

the parish priest, placed-him under a ban, 

LIAM REDMOND, noted Irish actor, 
who pli.ys the part of a Land League 

publican in "Captain Boycott." 

so that his crops were not gathered and 

his family had no domestic help. 

He obtained volunteers from Ulster to 

gather the crops and these came, under 

escort of police and military. 

They did the minimum ol work and the 

maximum of damage, so that Boycott was 

ruined and forced to leave the county; a 

case where a policy ot passive resistance 

gained a linbted viotory for the oppressed. 

The film opens to reveal a knot of people 

watching the police lifting the corpse of n 

bailiff from a bog, where it had pre-

sungibly been thrown by some Irate ten-

jjmfcl, An.onlookirig policeman oomments 

indtgnantfy •tfiat • these" adEs" Of" violence 

settle nothing, to which another onlooker 

replies dryly that this one certainly settled 

the bailiff! 

Stewart Granger appears in the role of 

a young fSrmer leading the local resisters. 

The general facts of the ban on Boycott 

are recorded, but the film gives the im-

pression that Boycott is a landowner him-

self and is little more than a stooge in 

the hands of his astute and ruthless Irish 

bailiff. 

Irish filmgoers will also doubtless raise 

their eyebrows a little at the benign and 

impartial character of the English soldiery. 

Enough drama here, you would say, for 

several films. However, it seems that love 

is an essential ingredient, and so the 

young farmer falls in love with a beauti-

ful newcomer to the village—Kathleen 

Ryan. 

She and her father move, under police 

protection and at the instance of Boycott, 

into the cottage of an evicted tenant. They 

were evicted from their previous home, 

and her brother was killed in conflict with 

Hie authorities. 

Incredible as it may seem, the fighting 

Irish farmer is in love with this despicable 

character and in the end saves her from 

mob violence. 

The less you know about Irish history 

the more you will enjoy this colourful and 

lovely romance. 
FRANCES BARRY. 

the traditional enemy and with a sneer 

for an old friend, decides to say "no"? 
* * * 

, r PHE principal Soviet objection was the 

lack of diplomatic relations. M. Kras-

elnikov made a number of other points, 

particularly about Irish neutrality during 

the war, and there seemed little doubt 

that his information was that this coun-

try—Governrafsnt and people alike—was 

pro-Nam in sympathy, and perhaps even 

helped Hitler. 

Bogus Information 
But where did he get this bogus infor-

mation and completely erroneous picture? 

Is it not clear that we are suffering in this 

instance because of the lies of the British 

Yellow Press? The Soviet P;ess takes its 

news of Ireland from London, as Ireland 

takes its news of the Soviet Union frofti 

London. 

And the British Pi ess did not tell the 

world that Ireland was its only European 

food source all during the war, that 

thousands of Irish citizens helped its 

armaments drive, and that thousands 

more served in the British forces. 

We need not exaggerate the number 

who served: even the lowest figure of 

45,000 represents more fighting men than 

the whole of South America put into the 

field against the Axis. 

Such inanities as Mr de Valera's con-

dolences on the suicide cf Hitler are hardly 

enough to outweigh Ireland's solid contri-

butions, neutral though we were as a 

State. 

"Again, it is peculiarly needful for Ire-

land to have a foreign policy," said 

Thomas Davis a century ago. "Intimacy 

with the great powers will guard us from 

English interference . . . and will be use-

ful in banishing any dreams of invasion 

which might otherwise haunt the brain of 

our old enemy. But England is a peda-

gogue as well as a jailer tp us. Her prison 

discipline requires, the helotism of the 

mind. She shuts us up, like Caspar Hau-

ser, in a dark dungeon, and tells us what, 

she likes of herself and of the rest of the 

world. And this renders foreign informa-

tion most desirable for us." 

Mr. de Valera and the Fianna Fail 

Government may like being shut up. It 

is a destiny the Irish nation has always 

spurned. 

MORE OUTPUT—OR CUTS 
A warning was given by Mr. H. A. Mar-

quand, the Paymaster-General, speaking 

at a Labour rally in Cinderford, Glos., that 

if the production drive was not successful 

it would be necessary to cut imports, re-

duce bread and meat rations and go with-

out very many things—in fact, food rations 

might well be cut by half ' if the efforts 

failed. 

"We want to tell the country quite hon-

estly," he said, "that economically we are 

in a jam, and that the next few months 

will be vital." 

WALLACES W A R N I N G 

"Human rights are more in peril in the 

U.S. to-day than at any time since the 

Civil War."—Former Vice-President, Henry 

Wallace, in last week's "New Republic," 

U.S. progressive magazine. 

f Gotta Match. Guv.' 
1 ) EVIEWERS, like other play-goers, 

have their private preferences and pet 

dislikes. I must confess that one of mine 

is a violent dislike for 'period' plays. While 

I have every admiration for the patient 

hours of research at the British Museum 

that such productions usually entail, the 

finished production with heavily accented 

historical detail and cunning little re-

minders of the period depicted, usually 

evokes in my hardened old soul a very 

modern desire for "ye olde quicke one" in 

ye old "artee foyer." 

Having said all this may I immediately 

contradict myself by advising you with all 

the fervour of which I am capable to visit 

Unity Theatre's production of ' Match 

Girls." 

" \ f ATCH GIRLS" presents another side 

to the life of this period, a side to 

many people remote and unknown. The 

play deals with the famous strike of the 

matchgirls employed at Bryant & May's 

factory in 1880, the conditions which gave 

rise to such a then desperate step as 

striking and the amazing final victory. 

Stated as baldly as this, it may seem un-

interesting but as handled by Unity 

Theatre both the period and the people 

become live, vivid and vital. 

There is a school of thought which can 

see no drama in a strike but this is not 

just a strike- It is living people like you 

and I, with the same hopes and fears, the 

same spites and joalousies and the same 

desperate longing for some measure of de-

cency and serenity. 

Students of working class history will 

know of the many fierce battles waged by 

the dockers and gasworkers around this 

period, great leaders like John Burns, Tom' 

Mann and BenTil let leading the workers 

In their fierce struggle fof a living wage. 

Tne Fabians aie represented in the play 

by a very able interpretation of Annie 

Bezant and—damme soul—t>y that great 

Irish gehlus—Bernard Shaw. 
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Irish Boxer May 
Title 

Win World 

CHALLENGE 

II is nearly four months since J im Casey. 

i:ie Kerry wrestler came from America, 

he has b.vn performing nearly seven 

y,a:r. Over there he is rated as world 

w.'uiler number two. second only to his 

brother Steve. He came here for a holiday 

with his brother Pat, who ltins a couple of 

dar..e halls in London. 

Alter J im went round to see his old 

friends in the mat same, he heard that 

Brrt Assir.ti, the British champion, wished 

to claim the world title. "He'll have to 

beat me first," said the Kerry man, and 

immediately challenged the Englishman 

for his British title. 

No Answer 
When Casey got no reply to his chal-

lenge he went to where Assiriti was wiest-

ling, and in the ring he told the English 

champion that he < Casey) was going to 

claim the title. 

To this Assiriti made no reply either, so 

Casey returns to his home in Texas with a 

claim on the British title. Whether 

Assiriti, who is a very good wrestler, will 

give the Irishman a chance at his title 

remains to be seen. 

M.F.R. 

By M I C H A E L R Y A N 

A T last we have a chance of w i n n i n g 
a wor ld box ing t i t le wh i ch has 

eluded us since the days of Mick 
McTigue. It is nearly two decades 
since then, and it now befalls R in ty 
Monaghan, of Belfast, to take the 
premier crown home again. 

To do this he will have to beat Dado 

Marino, of Hawaii, who came to England 

to face Jackie Paterson. the fly-weight 

title holder. Marino went to Glasgow to 

fight him in his home town. While in 

training for the defence of his crown, 

Paterson fell ill from boils, and on two 

occasions the promoter was forced to post-

pone the contest. On the third attempt 

to put on the title fight the promoter 

fetched Rinty Monaghan from Belfast to 

stand by. 

Monaghan Beaten 
The sensation of the month of postpone-

ments came when Paterson failed to come 

to the scales at the appointed time. He 

was home in bed after he had fainted 

while endeavouring to get down to the 8 

stone. His opponent weighed in and 

Monaghan acted as substitute for the 

world champion. Rinty was far from 

J i m Casey, K e r r y W r e s t l e r 
—I'holo by "Sports Weekly Magazine' 

Gaelic Notes 

CORK BEAT 
LONDON 

(IOKK hurlers defeated London in 
the All-Ireland J-.inior Final at 

Enniscorlhy. London fought hard for 
victory but missed chances in the first 
half. 

« 

Daily opened the scoring with a 
point for Cork. Costello equalised, but 
Cork went ahead again with another 
point from Daly. Duggan scored an-
other London point and Ahearne put 
them in front when he found the Cork 
net from a Costello centre. Another 
point by Duggan and one for Cork bv 
Daly left London leading 1 goals 3 
points to 0 goals 3 points at half-time. 

After the interval Cork, playing with 
the wind, got the upper hand and, tak-
ing advantage of their chances, went 
ahead to win by 3 goals 10 points to 2 

goals 3 points. 

spM« rfa!»tM»U Uw.fUwU whUttt. Each 
M m Mfc ttfrn Mrvatf up brliUont hurling, 
but Kilkenny wart a llttU fMtw. 

Brisk Scoring 

Gaels Delight New York Fans 
By Our G .A .A . Correspondent 

I N N e w Y o r k last month, C a v a n beat K e r r y by four points in w h a t was 
perhaps the most ta lked of A l l - I r e land Senior Footbal l t it le ever. T h e r e 

can be no doubt about the success of the final, which was played a m i d 
great enthusiasm f r o m the N e w York Gaels and, indeed, the New Y o r k e r s 
themselves were great ly impressed by the performance of our players. 
Kerry, by consistent attack, built up an 

eight-point lead in the first half, but Cavan 

lought back, reduced the lead, drew level 

and, at the interval, were a point up. 

Cavan 2—5, Kerry 2—4. 

Cavan added six points in the second 

half and Kerry three. Chief scorer were 

Peter Donaghue, of Cavan, who got eight 

of his team's points, and O'Connor, of 

Kerry, who scored six. Garvey and Dowl-

lng scored the Kerry goal6, and Stafford 

and Higgins for Cavan. 

CORK (SNR.) LOSES . . . 

1MLKENNY and Cork liurlers thrilled 

*-a 01,000 crowd at Croke Park last 

month in one of the fastest All-Ireland 

final* ever played. In a game which kept 

the crowd continuously on their toes, Cork 

lost the title by one point. 

Th« game started at a terrific pace with 

Tammy Watton scoring a point for Kil-

kenny. Cork retaliated wit* * point from 
Joa Kelly, but thia w m «R<r the beginning 
oi a great struggle which kept both teama 

The scoring was brisk, a point from one 

side was answered by a point from the 

other, and the first half ended, with Kil-

kenny leading 7 points to 5. 

The play resumed on the same fast and 

furious note of the first half, and not until 

the 25th minute did Cork take the lead 

with a goal from O'Riordan. Walton 

scored another point for Kilkenny and 

Terry Leahy added two more, which left 

Kilkenny two up. 

After a Kilkenny raid which ended in an 

infringement, Bill Murphy took the free 

for Cork, Con Murphy 'Snapped It up, tore 

through the Kilkenny defence and Joe 

Kelly flashed the ball Into the Kilkenny 

net for Cork's second goal. Cork, were now 

a point ahead, but the Kilkenny forwards 

go going again to even the scores from a 

Terry Leahy, free. 

Time was running out, and Just when tt 

seemed that this memorable game must 

end in a draw, Leahy again collected a 

'clearance tp score the winning point for 

an*'tonga, at. br—hn«n» ^Kilkenny. Cork's last all-out effort failed 

Dado M a r i n o and R in ty Monaghan . 
—I'tiolo by "Sports t'klv Magazine 

being fit, and he was disqualified in the 
8th round for holding. 

The Scottiish audience didn't like this, 

and the referee was escorted from the 

ring. Many thought that Monaghan 

would have won, especialy as Marino's 

left eye was nearly closed from the Irish-

man's battering. 

A Bigger Fight 
Although there was quite a stir over the 

unpopular decision, the biggest fight was 

still to come. That took place at the 

offices of the British Boxing Board of 

Control, when the ruling body deprived 

Jackie Paterson of his World, British and 

Empire fly-weight titles. Against that de-

cision the Scotsman had no leave to ap-

peal. 

Monaghan Selected 
Soon after this, the Board selected Bel-

fast's own Rinty Monaghan to do battle 

with Marino for the world title. Many 

promotors bid for the fight, but London's 

leading promoter, Jack Solomons, won the 

day by signing up the two contenders. 

So on October 30th London fight fans 

will have a chance of seeing the retention 

or the immigration of the one world title 

which has been this side of the water for 

the past 15 years. 

This is Ireland's big chance, and we 

could not have chosen a greater little 

fighter than Rinty from Belfast. 

I Pick Monaghan 
The n ight that Marino was given the 

decision over Monaghan, the latter was 

not in the best of form. Although the Bel-

fast man was on the floor for an eight 

count, he was never in any serious trouble. 

When he faces the same man again I be-

lieve it will be a different story. 

I don't expect Rinty to win by a K.O., 

because Marino is very strong, but I feel 

certain that after the fight we will have 

the world title in Ireland's second city. 

TITLE FOR TYRONE 

A T Croke Park, Tyrone beat Mayo, 
' winning the All-Ireland Minor 

Football Title. It was the first time 
this County had won the title. 

Mayo held a 4 goals lead at half-
time but were unable to last the ter-
rific pace set. up by Tyrone after the 
interval. First-half scores were: Mayo 
4-2, Tyrone 0-2. Mayo goals came 
from a free by Doherty off a Tyrone 
defender. A penalty by Soland and a 
further goal by Soland and one by 
Walsh concluded the game. 

Tyrone's first attack after the inter-
val culminated in a goal from O'SuIli-
van. Later Doogan added another, 
O'Sullivan again and McCaffery scored 
the fourth goal. 

Full-time scores were Tyrone 4 goals, 
4 points. Mayo 4 goala, 3 points. 

PARTITION MENTIONED 
AT T.U.C. MEETING 

The question of Partition was raised by 

an Irish delegate (Amalgamated Wood-

workers) at the British Trade Union Con-

gress. He was interrupted while speaking. 

Mr. W. Carpenter, of Dublin, supported 

a resolution asking the Foreign Secretary 

to continue his efforts to unify and solidify 

the democratic countries of Europe. 

" In Ireland we have a small population 

governed by two Governments. While you 

are discussing other countries you have a 

next-door neighbour suffering from the 

foreign policy of your previous Govern-

ment. 

"If the Government has settled India 

you have the Irish question to settle, and 

the sooner you get down to it the better. 

" I t is up to you as trade unionists to 

do what you can." * 

The resolution was carried. 

SPOTLIGHT ON SPORT 

when O'Riordan shot Just wide. . • 

.Scores were Kilkenny 14 points, Cork 2 

goals, 7 points. 

Celtic Htfld Gold Cup 
1 ) ELPAST CELTIC beat Distillery by 2 

' * goals to nil, to retain the gold cup at 

Cliftonville last month. 

Celtic's goals were scored early In the 

first half by McMillan from a free kick, 

and by O'Neill. 

* * * f 
Burke Wins Golf Title 

7 OHN BURKE, Limerick, beat the 

holder, Joe Carr, by one up, to win 

the Irish Open Amateur Golf title for the 

first time, at Dublin last month. 

« * * 

Irish Rider Killed 

JUST when he looked like winning the 

Light-Weight Manx Grand Prix las*, 

month, B. B. Russell, of County Dublin, 

crashed Into a telefrrafffi pole and was 

killed. 

He wag rkling the Moto G|izzi, owned by 

Stanley Woods, whleh carried M. Barring-

ton to victory in the I.ipht-Wrtght T.T. 

this year. 

In pt&ettsteiK, RuaaeU established the 

fasUjat lap; Hai-wixj-otej Of I rr jynj j j m|p|ti, 

promlnln* rtiersr. -

'By W.A.Mr 
Minor Hurling 

r p i P P E R A R Y recorded a runaway win 

-*- over Galway in the All-Ireland Minor 

Hurling Pinal at Croke Park last month. 

A sound defence and sharpshooting for-

wards, who allowed the Galway defence no 

respite while they piled up the goals, gave 

Tipperary a comfortable 24 points win. 

The scores were 9 goals 5 points to 1 

goal 5 points. J. Kenny scored four of the 

Tipperary goals in the first half. 

CONGRATULATIONS, 

B.B.C. ! 
S CONGRATULATIONS to tire B.B.C. 

^ Third Programme for giving us Frank 

O'Connor's "Midnight Court." Personally 

I am still laughing at the Irish Censorship 

Board and I would laugh longer still if 

I did not know that their perverted and 

"wnall-boy-wriUnK-on-lavatory-WaH" men-

tality was not the means ol denying many 

ftpe work* of art to ordinary working 

people who eannot afford that trip up to 

Uailu&t— Ciod help us! , • 

ALEX D IGG& 
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LIFTING 
THE IRON 
CURTAIN 

-i n these days of political "iron curtains" 
X r.d "paper walls" it is refreshing to be 

al)lc to recommend a trio of new books which 
penetrate the fog of ignorance and misin-
formation about Russia and the countries 
of Eastern and Central Europe. 

jolin Lawrence, author of Life in Russia 
(Mien and Unwin, 12 6), war-time British 
Embassy Press Attache and editor of the 
weekly paper "British Ally," made good use 
of lus opportunities to travel widely through-
out 'he Soviet Union. His book is factual 
rather than political, giving the story of the 
Russian "home-front," describing life in 
town and collective farm, telling us some-
thin- about Russian food, education, amuse-
ments, clothes, housing conditions and life 
in Central Asia. This is a valuable book be-
cause n helps the reader to undej^tand the 
Russians as ordinary people-. 

Particularly interesting is the chapter by 
an Englishwoman telling how she had a 
bai)' in a Moscow maternity home in May, 
2945 . . . nothing inhuman or soul-destroy-

iim about that hospital under Socialism! 
* * * 

4 FORMER unlamented British Prime 
- ' Minister once spoke of Czechoslovakia 
as a small far-away country of which we 
know little." Re-born Czechoslovak democ-
racy is now giving a lead to all Europe in the 
speed of its industrial reconstruction through 
the development of its people's initiative on 
socialist lines. Gustav Beuer, former Sude-
tan German Member of Parliament who died 
recently, has written an important and de-
tailed study, New Czechoslovakia and her 
Historical Background (Lawrence and Wis-
hart, 12/6), which is essential for all who 
wish to understand the story of a small 
nation whose fight for freedom and indepen-
dence through the centuries should receive 
sympathetic attention from Irish readers. 

The author analyses the conflict between 
Germans and Slavs in Czech history, 
considers the special position^ of Slovakia, 
describes the heroic fight against Nazi 
occupation, and gives an inspiring account 
of present-day efforts by its people in demo-
cratic re-building, particularly the part 
played by trade unions and workers' com-
mittees and the unity of the people around 
their National Front government. Inter-
views with members of the Czechoslovak 
Government add to the weight of his survey, 
the truth of which is underlined by the latest 
reports of progress under the Two Year Plan. 

'VOTED writer and film-producer Arthur 
Calder-MarshaJl, has given us a new 

book, The Watershed (Contact Publications, 
£ 61, a lively travel diary taking us from 
•Middle East war-time refugee relief camps 
to the interior of Yugoslavia, providing vivid 
descriptions of mountain villages and the 
people who so superbly fought the Germans. 

Few books on the new democracies of 
Eastern Europe are so well-written and lucid 
in their accounts of living conditions and 
the enthusiasm of the people now working 
to rebuild their shattered country. 

Calder-Marshall explains how the resist-
ance movement developed, exposes the 
treacherous role of Mihailovich and the in-
trigues of the remaining supporters of the 
old order, ridiculing their horror stories of 
"Bolshevik terror." Especially valuable is 
his account of how old national suspicions 
and conflicts were brokerv down and a feudal, 
republic established. Altogether this is an 
intensely exciting and personal account of 
very likeable people hard at work catching 
up on the past. 

Latest issues of the excellent Changing 
Ipoch series (Nos. 2 and 3, Birch Books, 
2/6 each) provide numerous authoritative 
articles on the problems of reconstruction 
and achievements in many European 
countries. In addition to reports from 
Eastern Europe, there are accounts of eco-
nomic planning in Social Democratic Norway 
and joint production committees in France, 
while an article showing that Portugal has 
the lowest consumption per head in Europe 
of meat, milk, cheese, etc., confirms the ac-
count of conditions under the Salazar regime 
(liven in a reoent issue of the Democrat, by 
Desmond Greaves. 

A.G.K.L. 

Roving Irishman 
k; 

^UTOB IOGRAPHERS nowadays do not seem to concern themselves 

with such finicky refinements as chronological sequence. T h e y a r e 

usually arbitrary in their choice of period with which to commence their 

history and very loose thereafter in their treatment of time. Only in the 

Wonderland of Alice, apparently, do people believe in beginning at the 

start and carrying right on to the end. Charles Duff in his "No Angel's 
Wing" (Cobbett 15 -) displays the current disregard i'5r sequential con-

tinuity. 

An important region of the belles-

lettres, autobiography calls for acute self-

analysis and depth of social insight, the 

presentation of a particular portrait 

against a general background. To the ex-

tent that Mr. Duff gives us a clear and 

colourful picture of himself, his multi-

farious adventures and contacts, but-

tressed by shrewd observations on the 

society that fashioned him, this is admir-

able autobiography. There is no mistak-

ing the character emerging from these 270 

well-printed pages: a roving, rollicking 

Irishman with a good head on his 

shoulders and his heart in the right place. 
• 

Charles Duff has had his share of life's 

equivocations and vagaries. He has, of 

course, been to sea, and a grand time he 

had there, too, in the later stages, with 

lashings and lavings of good drink and 

accommodating actresses to help in the 

dissipation of tedium. Two world wars 

saw him closely involved, as fighting man, 

interpreter and intelligence agent. Fol-

lowing the first he spent an illuminating 

decade in the Foreign Office, where he had 

"an easy job, with little to do, and plenty 

of time to do it." In the course of his 

activities Duff became an accomplished 

linguist, an authority and admirer of 

Spain; in what appears to have been a fit 

of absent-mindedness he became a bar-

rister. He can boast that for a time he 

was the object of a propagandist barrage 

by the virulent Dr. Goebbels, and on one 

occasion he had the Prince of Wales all 

to himself for about 15 minutes while a 

Irish Tales and Whimsy 

concentration of backscratching magnates 

waited resentfully. 

Perhaps the most impressive section of 

the books is where Duff deals with his ex-

periences in the Foreign Office. While 

never "on the inside," he met most of the 

individuals who guided British foreign 

policy between the two wars. Reading his 

impressions one realises just how urgent 

is the case of Left Wing Labour for a 

clean-up in this preserve of the hide-

bound Tory and arrogant imperialist. Duff 

portrays very • well the architects of the 

policy which was to culminate in Munich 

and the second world war. The later 

activities of Mr. Leeper in Greece are ad-

umbrated by Duff's comment: "To Leeper 

intrigue always seemed to be the breath of 

life." 

A very readible life story, robust in its 

wit, broad in its humour, shrewd in its 

social commentary and inferentially infor-

mative, it occasionally rises to some 

heights >and now and again borders on 

bahtos. Ncihing more unlike Foreign Office 

English could be imagined than Mr. Duff's, 

nor anything more in contrast with its 

.conceptions. Piquancy is added to the 

whole by the fact that the author, an 

Ulster Protestant, belonging to what is 

usually known as the "quality," has ex-

pressed views and led a life that flies in 

the face of every accepted canon of his 

MALACHY BOYLE. 

BOOKS roviewed on thl» page may 

be ordered from the Book Depart-

ment, " ir l ih Democrat," ISO South-

ampton Row, Lmtfon, tM.C.i. Ca»h 

with ord«r, pImm. poatag* extra. 

T I M PHELAN is an Irish writer 

whose chief claim to fame rests 

on the studies of prison life, fictional 

as well as factual, which he wrote 

after serving twelve years in various 

British jails on a charge of murder. 

In his youth Phelan was associated with 
the Republican movement in Ireland, and it 
was as a consequence of a raid on a post-
office in which a postal official was killed, 
that he was arrested and put on trial. His 
record of his prison experiences, "Jail 
Journey," is an outstanding piece of writing 
which has been compared with Dostoievsky's 
"House of the Dead." Both he and the 
Russian writer were men of keen political 
perception as well as possessing minds 
sensitive beyond the average, and their res-
pective jail journals make extraordinary 
fascinating reading. Phelan's book did not 
carry the same burning political message as 
those of John Mitchel or Tom Clarke, but it 
was perhaps an even more devastating ex-
posure of conventional British prison life 
precisely because it left politics largely alone 
and concentrated mainly on the sufferings 
of the ordinary "lag" or long-term offender. 

"Lifer" was Phelan's first novel, a savage, 
brutal book which should have shocked the 
drugged conscience of the British Home 
Office but merely succeeding in winning a 
reputation for the author as a clever practi-
tioner in the "tough" school of writing. 

Phelan's novels of Irish life never had the 
same atmosphere of reality as had his prison 
novels. Inevitable possibly in a man who had 
spent most of his adult life cut completely 
away from his native soil, his writing gave 
the impression of someone trying over a long 
period of years to look back into the once-
exciting but now dim episodes of his youth. 

"Turf-Fire Tales," his latest book (Heinc-
mann, 8/6), suffers from the sayne air of un-
reality. The stories are often well-written, 
the plots credible, and the atmosphere 
cleverly built up with copious use of Irish 
phrases and imagery but the whole effect is 
somehow stagey and unconvincing. "Pin-
keen," a tale of an Irish exile who returns 
from Chicago to his native villuge. is prob-
ably the best of this collection of short stories 
which never rise to the heights of an 
O'Flaherty or O'Connor, but often sink to 
magazine level. 

* * * 

Reminiscences of the great days of the 
Celtic Revival are so numerous that the 
reader must necessarily approach a new 
volume of memoirs of this period with a 
sense of disadvantage. George Moon- so 
brilliantly satiated the palate with his Juicy 
titbits of gossip that any writing less spicy 
tastes very much of cold porridge. 

Ella Young, whose autobiography "Flowcr-
'"H^ (Dennis Dobson, 15 '-), has Jast 

been published on this side of the Atlantic, 
is an Irish-American who looks back on her 
youth in Ireland with that sentimental nos-
talgia which the native patriot finds hard 
to endure. 

Miss Young records in all seriousness the 
precise time, date and place where she 
heard fairy music in the mountains of -Wick-
low; and yet Synge who was a native Wick-
low man, heard the rheumy coughing of 
sheep and the hawking of consumptive old 
men more often than the "burst of music 
like the clashing of innumerable cymbals" 
which the author claims to have noticed on a 
summer's night in 1917, on the side of Mount 
Maulin near Enniskerry. 

Fred Higgins, that ribald poet, once bril-
liantly lambasted this sort of whimsy when 
he wrote: 

Not a leg had our Dear Dark Head; 
Lord, grant her a flash pair in heaven. 

F. O 'B. 

Stormy Petrel 
y ON of a small town paper-hanger, lacking 

formal schooling. Maxim Gorky lifted 
himself out of the "lower depths" by his own 
will-power and established himself as a 
world-famous writer, friend of Tolstoi, Chek-
hov and Lenin. 

A brief biographical sketch by a modem 
Russian writer who knew Gorki, A. Koskin's 
"From the Banks of the Volga," recently 
published in New York, (now available in 
this country, price 13/6 post-free from John 
Crowther Ltd., Bognor Regis, Sussex, sole 
British Empire agents for the Philosophical 
Library. New York), gives a vivid picture of 
his early life, the way in which he educated 
himself, and made his name as a writer, 
loved by millions but hated by the Tsarist 
police. 

His literary output over a period of more 
than forty years is a vast achievement which 
sums up the whole development of modern 
Russia. 

It is a pltv that Roskin does not devote 
more space to the period of Gorki's most 
fruitful literary activity In the years after 
1917. when he sided with the Bolsheviks and 
played an Important part, in guiding the 
work of Soviet writers, especially encourag-
ing workers to write about their achieve-
ments under the Five Year Plans, and 
organising the publication of histories and 
anthologies. 

His essays and letters reveal his many-
sided Interests, and from the very moment it 
first retired its ugly head in Europe. Gorki 
realised' th* danger of Fascism and set out 
to expOKB and combat it with his powerful, 
bitter pen. " 

A.L. 

RUSSIAN 
WRITERS 

JT was indeed a day of exhilaration for 
me when I got hold of an Aniliolo-j. of 

Soviet Literature edited by George Keavev. 
Through the skilled translator's an we 
were able to comprehend for the first time 
what was really going on in.a country mis-
represented by professorial bias and over-
done aestheticism. That volume did an 
awful lot of good in countering the parrot 
lies and litanies to the effect that "modern 
Russia has produced no woi'th-w hile 
literature." It introduced us to the work of 
Blok, Mayakovsky, Pasternak and Essenin; 
it disclosed the new short-story writers and 
giants like Alexei Tolstoy. Gorki, Shclokhov; 
it explained the contemporary canon for 
Soviet criticism. 

The serious student's indebtedness r Mr. 
Reavey is further increased by the ri' - ica-
tion of his more comprehensive 1' ary 
study. Soviet Literature To-day (Lindsay 
Drummond, 8/6), which I recommend -.ny-
body interested in Soviet achievement. 

Honest Objectivity 

The author is no communist. Eu his 
honest objectivity is the best defence Rus-
sian writers could ask lor from the West— 
at present! It is almo* second-nature now-
adays in the dog-eat-dog atmosphere of our 
capitalist "individualism." to howl clown 
Soviet efforts. Chief weakness of this hos-
tile criticism is that few critics have taken 
the trouble of learning Russian so that they 
can properly examine authentic publica-
tions; and still fewer are ideologically 
equipped to understand, as a necessary 
background to new Soviet writing, just what 
remarkable changes have taken place in a 
Socialist country. It is rather as if some 
Bnglish scholar tried to interpret the Irish 
books, stories and oral material deriving 
from the Blaskets, without having become 
familiar with the social customs of the Gael-
tacht, or the place held by the Irish 
language in community life there. They just 
haven't a clue. 

In his own sphere of interest George 
Reavey has done both. Hailing from an old 
County Down family, with a long tradition 
of Bardic talent, he is a critic, translator 
and poet with a keen awareness of con-
temporary European tendencies. He 
learned Russian when as a child he lived 
there, from 1912 to 1612. He kept his know-
ledge alive, so that returning in 1941 to the 
Soviet Union, when, as he says, "terrible 
battles were raging against the invading 
German Armies," he had some essential 
equipment for writing a comprehensive 
book on the background, achievements and 
aspirations of Soviet Literature. 

Creative Writing 

The work covers large canvas. The 
first chapters deal.with the Traditions, His-
tory and Character* of contemporary 
literature. The life and organisation of 
Soviet writers are explained fully. Other 
sections discuss content, treatment, ideology 
and the battles over technique ("ways of 
saying things!") during the phases, war-
time and subsequent, through which fiction, 
poetry and criticism are evolving. 

The result is a well-documented, concise, 
analytic and perfectly fair assessment. One 
point emerges crystal-clear from the 
evidence placed before us. It is that creative 
writing has been integrated with the life of 
the Soviet people. It has a social meaning, 
deeper, more inspiring, and more dynamic 
than what we get in the midst of our static 
and bewildered reformist society. It is as 
different as the outlook of say—O'Casey to 
Brogan! Or, making a homelier, country -
for-country comparison, as different as are 
the new magazines appearing in Yugoslavia 
to the smug, querrulous, self-conscious 
bourgeois periodicals that satisfy our Irish 
literati. In the one are reflected the ex-
pression of a free people learning to say 
what they really feel about life, in their own 
idioms, genuinely a people's art, reaching 
outward, striving, soaring, with a vision 
there all the time. The other—clever-clever, 
self-important, opinionated, reaching in-
wards, absolutely lacking in sympathy for 
the bigger world. 

All this is simply what a reviewer feels. 
It were much better for you to make your 
own judgements by reading this book. I be-
lieve it will stand the test. 

LESLIE DAIKEN. 

CONTACT 
Latest of the enterprising Contact Books 

(5/-), World Off Duty, contains a number 
of interesting articles on widely varied sub-
jects, including a study of leisure and how 
we use it, travel features, the black market 
in Europe, the future of British films, notes 
on fashions and plenty of good illustrations. 
Arturo Barea/writes about modern Spanish 
writers and their part in the democratic 
struggle for the Republic and C. M. Bowra 
gives a - short account of the poetry of 
Mayakovsky. <«<• •>» '» «. 
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Connolly's Message to Irish Youth 
D O Y S are always a great prob-
® lem to parents, and parents 
are a never-fai l ing source of dis-
appointment to boys. Every boy 
passes through two stages of 
development. First he is con-
vinced that his father is the most 
wonder fu l person in existence, and 
next he cannot comprehend how 
so ext raord inar i ly clever a boy as 
himself could have so common-
place a person for a fa ther . 

The last stage of his existence as a boy 
is marked by a firm belief that boys are 
wiser than their parents. The father's 
pretension to wisdom he looks upon with 
scarcely veiled contempt, whilst any ad-
vice on public conduct emanating from 
the mother he receives with a pitying 
condescension which that good lady ac-
cepts as a proof of deep filial respect. 

The young generation that does not 
believe in itself, or that is much absorbed 
in drinking wisdom from the cup of its 
ancestors, will never make much contri-
bution towards ^he advance of mankind. 

Of all the false religions followed by 
sections of (lie human race that known 
as ancestor-worship has had the most 
numbing effect on the human faculties. 

Beginning of Wisdom 
That which each generation receives 

from its fathers and mothers, it repays 
to its children and they in their turn 
will repay to theirs—with improvements. 
That which is good enough for the 
parents ought not to be good enough for 
the children — else humanity would 
stand still. That which we receive from 
our parents we work up into the warp 
and weft on the loom of our own exist-
ence, and then hand it to our children— 
tiie finished product of our lives, the raw 
materia] of theirs. 

We have been false to our trust if 
that heritage does not pass from our 
hands more beautiful, nearer to perfec-
tion than when we received it. 

The boy, then, should understand that 
the wisest of his elders does not cavil 
at his tendency to regard with suspicion 
Ihe assumption of perfect wisdom on 
the part of those whom he has honoured 

by choosing as his parents. 
Doubt of tiie omniscience of the past 

may be the beginning of wisdom for the 
present. 

Lessons of History 
But equally necessary is it for him to 

realise that he must build his future 
upon the experience of his forerunners. 
The generations of the past will have 
suffered vainly if each succeeding 
generation duplicates their mistakes, 
commits their errors. It would be a sad 
waste of precious human material if my 
son did not profit from my blunders, but 
insisted upon making similar blunders 
upon Bis own part. He should not start 
where I started; but where I left off if 
possible. 

We are but trustees patiently waiting 
the coming, and meanwhile in our own 
blundering and imperfect way are trying 
to do our best to perfect, shape and beau-
tify the heritage we received from our 
fathers and mothers. We pass it on, not 
as we received it but we hope a little 
more worthy of the race. 
From "Fiantia Kircann," December, 
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'RED' MIKE QUILL: Kerry-Born Chief of U.S. 

Labour 
\ W A L L S T R E E T is on the warpa th . 
" T h e offensive of A m e r i c a n Big 

Business is directed not on ly against 
" C o m m u n i s m " and the new European 
democracies, but also against the 
rights and standards of l i fe of the 
Amer ican people. 

We hear a lot about the America of 

Truman and Marshall, but we do not 

read so much in the ordinary daily 

papers about the millions of Ameri-

can trade unionists and progressive 

people whose desire for a return to 

the peaceful .flnrf^rtSfcer^trc policies 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt are so 

clearly expressed by Henry Wallace. 

American Labour is fighting back against 
the notorious Taft-Hartley "Slave Labour 
Bill," and in the forefront of this fight arc 
several well-known Irish-American figures, 
worthy representatives of a long tradition of 

MICHAEL QUILL and WILLIAM O'DWYER, 
Mayor of New York. 

Irish participation in the American labour 
and progressive movements. 

They Built a Union 
Michael J. Quill, a Tipperary man, and 

Droghed suborn Gerald O'Reilly were both 
active in the national struggle before emi-
grating to America. 

Mike Quill is now President of the militant 
Transport Workers Union of America (CIO), 
of which O'Reilly is also a founder and 
organiser. Many of the members of this 
powerful union are of Irish descent and 
the Union has always been a bold champion 
of the claims of Ireland. O'Reilly, author 
of the recent pamphlet, "They arc 
Innocent," dealing with the treatment of 
I.R.A. prisoners in the Twenty-Six 
Counties, is chairman of the New York Con-
nolly Memorial Committee which last May 
Organised a big public meeting addressed by 
Labour T. D. James Larkin, Jnr. 

He has stood as Congressional candidate 
In New York for the American Labour Party, 
which Mike Quill represents on the New 
York City Council, along with fellow Irish-
American Eugene P. Connally. 

Other Irish-American labour leaders in-
clude John R. Fltzpatrick of the Chigago 
Federation of Labour and John Brophy of 
the CIO, while former Vice-President 
Henry Wallace comes from a famous mid-
Western farming family descended from a 
North of Ireland man who emigrated in 
1832. 

No less than six members of the National 
Committee of the American Communist 
Party, leading target of the current attacks 
on "un-American" reds, can claim Penian 

'grandfathers, notably General Secretary 
Eugene Dennis, Chairman William Z. Foster 
and 'women's I«ader Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. 

Mayor r of New York 
New York's progressive Mayor O'Dwyer is 

a reminder that not' all Irish politicians in 
the Stales are corrupt careerists. Men like 
"Honest John" Kelly and "Boss" Croker 
built up the notorious Tammany Hall vote-
catching machine for the Democratic Party 
and were guilty of much graft and dis-
honesty, but Tammany Hall was only the 
most infamous of several similar organisa-
tions—thfi Irish in America have had no 
monopoL of dishonesty in politics. 

It is more wholesome to remember the 
long tradition of Irish-American trade union 
and political struggle in the interest of the 
American workers. 

Four Million Emigrants 
Nearly four million Irish emigrated to 

America in the nineteenth century, over a 
million of them in the fifteen years follow-
ing the Famine. Americans of Irish descent 
now number fifteen millions and are to be 
found in all walks of life, but earlier 
emigrants had to accept the most menial 
and unskilled work at miserably low rates of 
pay. 

The tradition of militant national struggle 
sharpened the Irish protest against intoler-
able conditions: strikes became more 
frequent, notably the great Philadelphia 
general strike in 1835, for the ten-hour day 
and increased wages, which was begun by 
the Irish workers on the coal wharves. 

The first American 
unions were necessar-
ily on a craft basis 
and' did not include 
many I r i's h, whose 
struggles t o o k t h e 
form of sporadic out-
bursts rather than the 
building up of per-
manent organisations, 
but the Irish were sufficiently prominent for 
employers to denounce the unions as foreign 
importations and to claim that if the ''indis-
criminate admission of wild Irishmen" were 
not checked "there would soon be an end to 
liberty and property." Bosses Justified their 
vicious discriminatory notices, "No Irish need 
apply," by asking, "are they not the first to 
insist on higher wages and to strike?" 

Irish in Civil War 
The semi-feudal slave system hampered 

the development of both modern industry 
and the working-class movement, but fearing 
that free Negro labourers would depress 
working conditions, Irish workers were slow 
to support the demands of the Abolitionists, 
although an anti-slavery appeal from Ireland 
bearing 70,000 signatures had spme cffcct 
in rallying opinion after 1844. When the 
Civil War broke out, Irishmen were among 
the first to volunteer to fight the slave-
holders' rebellion and, as in the Revolu-
tionary War, they provided more troops pro-
portionately to their number than the 
native-born Americans. 

The famous Irish Brigade was under the 
command, of the exiled patriot Thomas 
Francis Meager and the New York "Fighting 
Sixty-Ninth" had a magnificent battle 
record. , 

The Sixty-Ninth showed it* fiehthw spirit 
in a different way in 1877, when tfcey re-
fused to allow then* ires to be ased against 
striken, saying "We may be militiamen, but 
we are workmen first." 

ALAN LEONARD 
writes the third article 

his series on the 

Irish exiles 

in 

Foremost labour leader of the 1860's was 
William Silvis, born of Irish-French parent-
age. Founder of the National Union of Iron 
Moulders, he went beyond narrow craft 
organisation and saw that in the struggle of 
labour against capital, unity was the workers' 
only weapon, becoming leader of the 
National Labour Union (1866-69). Far in 
advance of most of his contemporaries, he 
advocated independent working - class 
political action, unity of black and white 
workers, organisation of .the unskilled and 
equal pay and votes for women. He 
appointed the first American woman labour 
organiser, Kate Mullaney, of New York, 
also Irish. A tireless worker and successful 
organiser, his efforts helped to secure the 
1866 law granting the eight-hour day to all 
Government workers. 

He was a firm believer in international 
labour unity, corresponding with Irish and 
British trade unionists, and while the N.L.U. 
did not actually join the First International, 
it sent a delegate to the 1869 Basle Congress. 

The early death of such a far-sighted 
leader was a great loss to the American 
labour movement in its formative years. 

O'Donovan Rossa 
The American sections of the Inter-

national organised meetings to welcome 
O'Donovan Rossa on his visit in 1871, while 
in 1875 the United Workers of America, an 
Irish workers' group led by J. P. McDonnell, 
Joined the International. McDonnell later 

edited the journal of 
t h e Working - men's 
Party, publishing ar-
ticles by Engels and 
much news of the 
European movements. 
He was later associ-
ated with Albert Par-
sons, one of the Hay-
market Martyrs, in 

the struggles for the eight-hour day, which 
gave May Day to the world, and was a prom-
inent figure in the American Federation of 
Labour in its early years. 

Pennsylvania Miners 
One of the most stubborn struggles ever 

fought in American labour history was that 
of the Irish miners in Pennsylvania against 
the coal bosses in the seventies. Beaten in 
their "Long Strike" against wage cuts dur-
ing a depression, the union was driven 
underground by the fierce attacks of the 
mine-owners, determined to wipe out the 
miners' union. Spies, hired thugs, agent-
provocateurs and perjurers were used in a 
manner which has become all too familiar to 
American workers. 

Nineteen young miners, almost all Irish, 
were executed after farcical trials during 
the years 1877-79, directed against the 
miners' leaders, who were said to be operat-
ing through a terrorist organisation called 
the "Molly Maguires." 

It is very unlikely that there was any such 
organisation, but the name was used as a 
bugbear by the Press to whip up fearsome 
stories against the miners as "advocates of 
the Commune" and murderers. Such 
tactics have been used on many occasions, 
and are still doing service to this day. Actu-
ally, the coal barons soent over a million 
pounds in a cold-blooded effort to crush the 
unions, and admitted miners' only crime was 
that they struck for higher wages andTfoxx! 

by their union. The "Molly Maguires" are 
still remembered, in the words of Eugene 
Debs, as "the first martyrs of the cla.-, 
struggle in the U.S." 

Heroic Leader 
The Irish miners were not intimidated: 

they showed themselves to be one of the 
most militant sections of American workers. 
Bill Haywood, himself part Irish, leader of 
the Western Federation of Miners and the 
I.W.W. in many fierce struggles, tells of the 
part that Irish miners played in fighting for 
their union, while Butte, Montana, a pre-
dominately Irish city has continually 
figured as a centra of working-class activity. 

Mother Jones, heroic Cork-born woman 
organiser, is a figure who has become almost 
legendary in some mining areas. 

Unpleasant feature of the "Molly Maguire" 
struggle was that the local Catholic 
hierarchy helped the coal bosses beat the 
miners, even denying religious rites to mili-
tant miners who considered themselves good 
Catholics. 

Altogether different was the outlook of a 
New York priest in the next decade. Father 
Edward McGlynn spoke in support of Single 
Taxer Hehry George, encouraged Michael 
Davitt, defended the rights of labour, organ-
ised the Anti-Poverty League and asserted 
the right of Catholics not to have their 
politics dictated by their Church. 

"Less Corn, More Hell" 
While the labour movement was concen-

trating its efforts on craft unionism in the 
A.F.L., political opposition to the growth of 
monopolies and finance capital was expres-
sed in the nineties through the Populist 
movement of the debt-ridden small farmers 
of the South and West, threatened with ex-
tinction at the hands of railroad companies, 
banks and speculators. 

Ignatius Donnelly, son of an Irish 
physician and able Populist leader, saw that 
the issue was "between the few who seek to 
grasp all power and wealth and the many 
who seek to preserve their rights as free 
men." Typical of the fighting spirit of the 
aroused farmers was the advice given them 
by their "Queen Mary," fiery Irish-born 
orator Mrs. Mary Lease: "What you farmers 
want to do is raise less corn and more hell!" 

The Populist movement gained wide sup-
port, and after its decline many of its former 
members found their way into the newly 
organised Socialist Party, which included 
numerous Irish in its ranks. 

Connolly and Larkin 
Both James Connolly and Big Jim Larkin 

spent several years in America, working as 
Union organisers and political teacher; 
Larkin saw the inside of several diflerent 
jails for his union activities, was held in 
America during World War I at the request 
of the British Government, being later de-
ported after he-had been sentenced for his 
political beliefs. 

The teachings and examples of Connolly 
and I^rkln to-day give added inspiration to 
the efforts of those Irish-American organised 
workers who are carrying on such a line 
tradition by their fight In the political and 
trade union spheres for the rights of labour 
and the Interests of the common people. Wr 
can be sure that the Trumans and Marshall* 
will not be allowed to run their course un-
checked. 
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