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HELP WANTED 
V O L U N T A R Y Clerical Help is urgently 
wanted by the Editor, "Irish Democrat," 
at 3 7 4 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I 
Please write or phone (Terminus 3906) 
at once if you are prepared to assist a few 

evenings each month. 

LABOUR M.P.'s TO ASSIST ANTI-PARTITION LEAGUE 

Big Autumn Campaign in Britain 

> « n 
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LESTER HUTCHINSON, M.P. 

Fight'ng Fund 

£57 UP -
£43 TO GO 

up—and £43 to go. That is 
* trie score in the fight to 

achieve our £100 target for the 
"Irish Democrat" Fighting Fund. 

Labour M.P.'s, prominent trade 
union leaders, International Briga-
ders, well-known Irish writers and 
rank-and-file workers throughout 
Britain have sent subscriptions. 
John Piatts-Mills, M.P., noted for 
his sympathy towards Ireland and 
his opposition to Bevin's Tory 
foreign policy, sends £5. Mr. Harry 
McGhee, M.P. and Mr. Fred Long-
den, M.P., prominent leaders of the 
"Friends of Ireland" group in the 
House of Commons, send £1 each 
and express the hope that others 
will also htlp the paper. 

Mr. Harry Adams, President, 
Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers, sends £1 and says: 
"Sorry to hear that the Irish Demo-
crat' is in financial straits. I 
enclose a small donation with best 
wishes for success in your efforts." 

Welcome Donations 
Three most welcome donations 

come from supporters in Ireland 
who say they are unable to spare 
much at present but wish to do all 
they can to help. 

"I enclose 1/- for your iund. 
Sorry it is not more but I am un-
employed at present," writes 8. I. of 
Belfast. "Dillon's attack on your 
work has brought me to a sense of 
my duty," says S.M.C. of Cromac 
Street, Belfast, enclosing 2/-

"Please send me a copy of your 
fine paper. I am tiome from 
England now and miss the good old 
"Democrat," writes Timothy Dow-
ney, who is now working for Bord 
na Mona in Edenderry, Co. Offaly. 

Send That Shilling 
It is letters like these which show 

the wide support which exists for 
the Labour-progress,ve policy of our 
Paper, and which refute the slan-
ders of Dillon and the Blueshirts. 

Money is short we know, but we 
urgently appeal to all old friends 
of our Fund to send a subscription 
immediately. 

Writing a letter or getting a 
postal order isn't always easy for 
tho man who works In a factory or 
on a building site. So why not put 
that spare 6d. or 1/-, a sheet of 
stamps or i f n o t e , if you can 
afford it, Into an envelope, put your 
name and address on the back and 
post it to tho "Irish Democrat." 

Subscriptions should be sent to 
the Manager, "Irish Democrat," 374 
Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.1. 

MANCHESTER IRISH LEAD 
FIGHT FOR UNITY 

A BIG campaign to mobilise Irish opinion in Britain for the 
abolition of the Border will be held by the Anti-Partition 

League during the autumn. 
Six-County Nationalist and British Labour M,P.s will address series 

of big demonstrations and meetings in London, Manchester, Liverpool and 
various towns in Scotland. Dances and other social activities wil l be held 
to raise money for the campaign. 

League officials are confident that as 
well as getting an enthusiastic response 
from Irish exiles tha t they will be able 
to influence large sections of British pub-
lic opinion in favour of ending Partition. 

"The British people are kept deliber-
ately ignorant of Irish politics by the mil-
lionaire Press," a leading London member 
of the League told "Irish Democrat" last 
month. 

"One of our main tasks must be to ex-
plain to the Labour movement in Britain 
how the Tories in the Six Counties aim 
to overthrow the Labour Government," he 
said. 

"British Social- pr-
ists must realise 
how it is to their 
advantage to have 
a united a n d 
friendly, instead ** 
of a divided and 
hostile, Ireland as 
their neighbour." 

r 

September 
Plans 

Reports from 
the various Irish 
centres in Britain 
indicate that pre-
parations have al-
ready begun for 
meetings during F. Short 
September and October. 

Manchester Irish are leading the fight 
for the unity of Ireland. Activity in that 
city will reach its peak during October 
when a series of dances and meetings, 
planned at the League's Area Council 
meeting in August, will be held. 

Mr. Lester Hutchinson, Labour M.P. for 
Rusholme and one of the leading mem-
bers of the "Friends of Ireland" group 
in the House of Commons, will be guest of 

SIX-COUNTY M.P.'s 
TO SPEAK 

CIX-COUNTY M.P.'s are to ad-
^ dress Anti-Partition meetings 
in England and Scotland as follows: 

Paisley, September 7th—Mr. M. 
Conlon, M.P.; Partick, October 12th 
—Mr. J. Stewart, M.P.; Liverpool, 
November 23rd —Mr. McSparran, 
M.P. and Mr. E. McAteer, M.P.; 
Scottish Councit, November 23rd— 
Sen. G. Lennon; Manchester Coun-
cil, October 11th—Mr. E. McAteer, 
M.P. 

honour at a dance on 11th September. 
The Central Executive Council will hold 

its quarterly meeting in Manchester on 
11th October. On the following day a 
demonstration is being held a t which 
M.P.s from the Six Counties will speak 
along with Mr. Hugh Delargy, M.P. and 
Mr. Lester Hutchinson, M.P. Mr. J. Hune-
kin will preside. 

Salford plans a meeting for October 5th, 
and Sale branch, which is making good 
progress under the leadership of Mr. Aus-
tin Fitzmaurice, has a meeting arranged 
for 13th October in the Town Hall. Mr. 
E. Lenehan, Manchester Area organiser, 
recently addressed a successful meeting 
of this branch. 

London Campaign 
In London the League opened its win-

ter campaign with the formation of a new 
branch at Lewisham addressed by Mr. 
Scott-Maunsell, London secretary. 

Discussion on these events constituted 
the bulk of the agenda at the Manchester 
Area Council meeting presided over by 
M-r. J. Lyons last month. 

Speed the Trade Pact, 
Mr. Strachey 

BY THE 
^ O M E on, Mr. Strachey, speed the 
^ Anglo-Irish trade pact! 

Britain desperately needs food. Ire-
land desperately needs coal, machin-
ery, fertilisers and feeding stuffs. 
What stands in the way of agree-
ment ? 

Now that the dollar crisis has 
arrived and both countries must dras-
tically cut imports from America, it is 
high time that political differences, 
which in the past have impeded nego-
tiations, be swept aside. 

Eire farmers ask a fair price for 
their food—the same prico as that 
given to Six County farmers. 

THE EDITOR 
Surely, Mr. Strachey, you cannot 

deny the justice of that claim. 
Remember those millions of British 

industrial workers whose output 
would soar if they had some extra 
meat in their bellies. Think of those 
housewives who would welcome some 
more bacon and eggs on their break-
fast tables. Spare a thought for the 
children whose bodies crave more 
sugar and fats. 

Put an end to the higgling over 
pence, Mr. Strachey. Play fair with 
the Irish farmers and they wil l play 
fair with you. Grant a long-term 
comprehensive trade agreement and 
you will get the food you want. 

Recruits for 
Coal Mines 

"Irish Democrat" Reporter 
I R I S H workers are again being 

recruited in large numbers for 
jobs in Britain. Coal mines, cotton 
mills, sugar beet factories and the 
atomic energy site in Berkshire are 
among the plants which are seeking 
Irish labour. 

Mr. Noel Newsome,'director of recruit-
ment for the National Coal Board, was in 
Dublin last month to discuss prospects of 
getting Irish workers for the mines with-
out diverting manpower from essential 
industry in Ireland. 

The Board is said to be anxious to 
secure more Irish miners but does n o t ' 
wish its campaign to clash with Ir ish 
national interests. I t hopes to get a n 
additional five or six thousand to the 4,593 
men who had arrived up to 31st July last. 

Atom Site 
Fits in Yorkshire and the North of Eng-

land have taken most of the new mining 
immigrants. 

Pay for trainees is about £5 weekly, but 
it is claimed by the Coal Board that up to 
£7 or £8 weekly can be earned by skilled 
men at the coal face. 

Reports have been confirmed in Dublin 
that men from the congested districts of 
the West of Ireland are being enrolled 
for work in beet factories, mainly in Nor-
folk and Lincolnshire. 

Nearly 1,004 Irish labourers are working 
on the atomic energy plant near Wantage, 
in Berkshire. 

Irish for Australia 
Thousands of Irish men and women are 

also seeking work in Australia. 
The offices of the High Commissioner 

for Australia in Dublin are beset with ap-
plications for permission to travel to take 
up jobs in Australia. 

Two hundred thousand jobs are at pre-
sent waiting to be filled by men and 
women of every trade and profession. 

In Ireland, the applications have come 
principally from young and unmarried 
men, but hundreds of Irish girls are in-
terested in joining the nursing services in 
Australia. 

Labour Protests 
So far, the only protests which have 

been made against this steady draining of 
the nation's manpower seem to come froiq 
the Labour Party and Clann na Poblachta. 

"Irish People,'' organ of the Labour 
Party, has protested against the Govern-
ment's toleration of emigration, while Mr. 
Sean McBride, Clann na Poblachta leader, 
has warned that Fianna Fail policy Is 
causing the nation's youth to flee the 
country. 

UNITED LABOUR 
Y O U T H 

\ NEW 32-county Socialist Youth 
movement was formed In Ire-

land when three formerly independ-
ent groups, the Connolly Youth 
movement of Cork, the Promethean 
Society, and the United Young 
Workers, united in Dublin last 
month. 

Membership is open to young men 
and women between 1«-a# years of 
age, and the aim of the new 
organisation will be to carry on 
Socialist propaganda among the 
young people of Ireland. 

It Is hoped to publish shortly a 
paper entitled "Irish Youth." 
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DUBLIN CAMPAIGN FOR 
PRICE CONTROL MRS. EARLEY 

TH E I r i s h Labour M o v e m e n t lost a 
g r e a t a n d s incere fighter by the 

d e a t h on A u g u s t 1 3 t h of Mrs . 
R o w e n a G. Ear ley , of B e l f a s t . 

An Englishwoman who had lived 
in Ireland for 25 years, she took an 
active interest in the movement for 
Irish freedom and in the problems 
of education, being founder and gen-
eral secretary of the Northern Ire-
land Parents' Associations. To fur-
ther this aim, she commenced in 
1941 to organise Parents' Associa-
tions, and soon, "from a humble 
meeting of a few parents, the move-
ment spread until there were Associ-
ations connected with almost every 
public elementary school, recognised 
by the Stormont Government as 
bodies speaking on the children's be-
half. 

The Associations fought for the 
application of the Butler Bill to N. 
Ireland, successfully obtained some 
amendments to the N.I. Bill, cam-
paigned for better school buildings, 
school meals, health provisions, and 
improved wages, t raining and con-
ditions for teachers, believing that 
only the best type of people should 
be entrusted with the education of 
children. 

A convinced Socialist and a wil-
l ing crusader, Mrs. Early was held 
in great esteem by all who knew 
her, and the Minister of Education 
always listened carefully to what 
she had to say, She was a versatile 
and talented person w i th wide cul-
tural interests whose memory will 
long be cherished by the people of 
Belfast for whom she did so much 
good work. 

BOSSES' PROFITS 
Building and associated employers made 

huge profi ts last year—yet they refuse to 
g ran t the workers a living wage. Here 
are some profits made in 1946: 

Wimpey's £269,000, Costain 's £180,000, 
Por t land Cement £349,000, Ideal Boilers 
a n d Radia tors £523,000, Internat ional 
Pa in t £349,000. 

S p e c i a l O f f e r s 
"EASTER WEEK" 

A History by Brian O'Neil 
Price 2; 6. 

"A PLAN FOR EDUCATION." 
By the I r i sh National 
Teachers ' Organisat ion, 
Price 1/9 (.post f ree) . 

"A SOCIALIST AND WAR" 
A collection or t h e wri t ings 
of James Connolly between 
1914 and 1916. 

Price 2/6. 

"THE CHALLENGE OF SOCIAL-
ISM." 

By Prof. B. Farr ington. 
Price 7d. (post f r ee ) . 

"THEY ARE INNOCENT." 
By Gerald O'Reilly. 
Price 1/2 (post f ree ) . 

"MARX, ENGELS AND LENIN ON 
IRELAND." 

By Ralph Fox. 
Price 1/6, 

A limited number of copies can be 
obtained. Write for par t icu lars to: 
Book Dept., "Irish Democra t . " 

WHEN IN LONDON 
STOP AT THE 

Oasis Hotel 
NORFOLK SQUARE 

PADDINGTON STATION I 
"Phone: PADdlngton 5442 

Header* of "Irlih Democrat" are 
of a special welcome. 

Prop., BEN OWENS 

By our Dublin Correspondent 

B Y June of this year, the official cost-of-living index had reached 305, the 
® highest figure ever. ( In mid-1939 it was 173). Since then, prices have 
continued to soar, without the Government taking any new measures to 
check them. The existing price controls, never adequate, are constantly 
evaded and in the last few weeks there have been further increases in the 
cost of meat (again), jam, cheese, gas and a number of other commodities, 

Worst of all is the way rents are soaring. 
With a minimum of 25,000 houses needed 
for Dublin alone, some six-hundred com-
pleted last year and not more than a 
thousand likely to be finished in 1947, 
house owners are making the most of the 
opportunities given them by the** lack of 
adequate rent-restriction, and are indulg-
ing in a campaign of rent-raising, petty 
persecution and eviction. 

The si tuat ion has become so bad tha t 
I believe th is summer has seen the first 
undermining of the F ianna Fai l Govern-
ment ' s impressive strength. How fa r this 
undermining h a s gone I should not be 
prepared to say, but the chief beneficiaries 
have so f a r been Clann na Poblachta , who 
a re carrying on a vigorous a n d quite 
colourful campaign and have al ready con-
vinced themselves at least t h a t they will 
be the next government. 

Price Control 
Organised Labour's reaction to the new 

ren t and prices squeeze is t ak ing the form 
of fu r the r demands for increased wages 
and also of increased suppor t for the 
Lower Prices Council, set up las t winter at 
a big conference called by the Dublin 
Trades Council and now act ing in con-
junction with the T.U.C. as well. Clann 
n a Poblachta and the Labour Par ty are 
bo th associated with the Lower Prices 
Council. 

T h e demand for higher wages is an 
au tomat ic react ion to the unchecked rise 
of living costs. The demand for thorough 
r e n t and price control is evidence of 
deeper t hough t and more political con-
sciousness, and as this demand grows so 
the political si tuation will begin to de-
velop in favour of the ordinary people, to 
the confusion of the big-monev forces now 
exert ing such dangerous influences on the 
Government . 

Women's Parliament 
T h e Lower Prices Council h a s called a 

conference for mid-September, shortly 
a f t e r the close of the Labour P a r t y Confer-
ence, to br ing together women delegates 
f rom all its associated organisa t ions with 
the object of calling a P a r l i a m e n t of 
Women, which it is hoped will take place 
in the Mansion House coincident with the 
opening of the au tumn session of t he Dail. 
T h e Pa r l i amen t will thereaf te r r ema in in 
pe rmanen t session to keep u p cons tant 
pressure on the legislators to check prices 
and control rents . Among i ts f u t u r e acti-
vities will probably be the l aunch ing of a 
big petition for the establ ishment of Fail-
R e n t Tr ibunals in Ireland. 

Among the demands campaigned for by 
the Lower Prices Council th is summer is 
a resolution urging an a m e n d m e n t to the 

(Continued In Next Column) 

T I T O 
XJNITED STATES clergymen, who re-

cently visited Yugoslavian Archbishop 
Stepinac in his prison said that reports in 
the foreign press that he was undergoing 
harsh treatment were incorrect. The Arch-
bishop himself said he was subject to no 
restrictions from the point of view of relig-
ious liberty. 

Discussing relations between Church and 
State, Marshal Tito is quoted as saying "We 
do not ask of Church dignitaries and priests 
anything else but to be loyal to the State." 

(Continued from Column Two) 
act se t t ing up the Labour Court , which 
would give power to the Cour t to fix maxi-
mum prices of goods and services on each 
occasion when it grants wage increases to 
workers in the distributive t r a d e s and pub-
lic services. This resolution, if acted upon, 
would prevent another scandal like the re-
cent s h a r p rise in prices a t a lmos t all city 
r e s t au ran t s while the Labour Court was 
still contemplat ing the a m o u n t of wage in-
creases to be allowed to workers in the 
cater ing trades. The increased res tauran t 
prices have hi t thousands of workers be-
low the belt. 

Biggest Meeting 
The Council 's biggest mee t ing was held 

at Parnel l Monument on Augus t 15th. The 
cha i rman was Ned Tucker of Dublin 
Trades Council and speakers included re-
presentat ives of various women 's organi-
sations. A large crowd passed with accla-
mation a resolution demand ing the estab-
l ishment of a Fa i r Rents T r i b u n a l to check 
exhorbit&nt ren ts and the se t t ing up of a 
new Prices Commission, on which con-
sumers should be represented, to control 
the prices of necessities. 

However, It can be said t h a t the drive 
of working-class and popular organisat ions 
to prevent price increases f rom robbing 
them of every penny of the extra wages 
won by t rade union action is now well un-
der way. 

ANSWER TO CHURCHILL 
By J O H N I R E L A N D 

A MEETING held by the Lower Prices 
Council in conjunction with the local 

Labour Party in Dun Laoghalre last month 
gave rise to an interesting Incident, out of 
which one could almost visualise the estab-
lishment of a Keir Hardie Association to 
cater for the political interests of British 
working-class" visitors to Ireland, on the 
lines of the Connolly Association for the 
Irish in Britain! 

Jack Fitzgerald, chairman of the local 
Labour Party, veteran of the big 1935 Dublin 
transport strikes and newly co-opted member 
of the Dun Laoghairc Borough Council, had 
Just finished a forceful speech, In the course 
of which he referred to the general fairness 
of the British rationing system, contrasting 
it with the situation here where most things 
are only plentiful for those who can afford 
to pay stiff prices. An English admirer of 
Mr. Churchill In the crowd challenged the 
speaker's statements and made a wholesale 
attack on present conditions In England. 

As a matter of fact, the beaches from Dun 
Laoghalre to Greystones this summer bAr 
some resemblance to Coblenz 1793, being full 
of wealthy visitors from another land, who 

can be seen a t all hours reading opposition 

newspapers with sensational anti-Labour 
headlines, and heard running down the 
country' out of which they have extracted the 
cash to enable them to come and guzzle in 
Ireland at Ireland's immediate expense. 

The Churchillian gentleman was effec-
tively answered by Fitzgerald, who had spent 
a long time in England under the wartime 
rationing system, but the best answer came 
when the speaker wound up his reply by 
•asserting his conviction that the British 
people were still enthusiastic for their Labour 
Government. At once there came from the 
crowd cries of "He's right. The by-elections 
prove It" and ' We're from Newcastle-on-
Tyne and we know!" 

The Churchillian slun)t off. and the plat-
form was surrounded by British workers 
anxious to explain the details of their 
rationing system and Irish workers wonting 
±o know both from them and from the 
Lower Prices Council how to Improve dis-
tribution here. Seeing that two days earlier 
Mr. Attlee had made his notorious austerity 
speech In tho House of Commons, it was an 
impressive demonstration to a representative 
section of the Irish people of the real feel-
ings uf ave®gjU3rlJon. 

Letters to the Editor 

I.R.A. & 'Reds' 
O'REILLY REPLIES T O 

DILLON 
(The following is a copy of a loiter sent 

to the "Cork Examiner" by Mr. Gerald 
O'Reilly, the Irish-American Labour leader) 
— E d . 
I HAVE read in your newspaper o; he a -

J - tack Mr. J a n u s Dillon made o.: me in 
the Dail in connection with the pamphlet 
on the treatment of Irish political prisoners 
written by me and published by the Connolly 
Memorial Committee. I have also r . a d Mrs. 
MacCurtain's letter and Mr. Dillor. s reply. 

The gist of Mr. Dillon's criticism—apart 
from the personal abuse which is more to 
Mr. Dillon's discredit than mine—is tha t 
the pamphlet is "full of Communis propa-
ganda." Now, if Mr. Dillon means tha t the 
charges contained in the documer. had a 
Communist source, he is quite wrong. The 
principal source was your newspaper and the 
statements of Messrs. Boland, Dii.on and 
their colleagues in the "Dail" and Senate." 

If, on the other hand, Mr. Dillon means 
tha t the charges may tend to prom Com-
munism, he may be quite right. I will con-
cede that it is scandalous that thrf prison 
conditions described by Senator Dufl" should 
be tolerated in a Christian state. But surely 
no reasonable person can contend that Ir ish 
government should be free from criticism 
on the grounds that criticism of a Christian 
government might tend to promo's Com-
munism! 

The purpose of the pamphlet was not to 
promote Communism or any other "ism." 
I ts sole purpose was to secure better treat-
ment for men imprisoned for their political 
fai th. To the extent tha t we have succeeded, 
we are happy; we still regret that I reland 
continues to imprison the son of Thomas 
MacCurtain and his Republican colleagues 
for their devotion to historic Republican 
traditions and ideals. 

We are about to have the All-Ireland final 
played in New York and we hear t ha t we 
are to have some distinguished visitors f rom 
Ireland. Later this year we are to have ail 
Irish Race Convention. Wouldn't it be splen-
did if on both occasions the Irish govern-
ment and its representatives could s tand 
for th as the fitting representatives of a just, 
humane, learned and generous^ nation—and 
not have to build a false front to hide the 
skeletons in the closet? 

If there are, in September, men still held 
in Irish prisons for their political faith, such 
facts may be brought vigorously to the at-
tention of those who at tend the game. And 
undoubtedly resolutions condemning the im-
prisonments will be introduced at the Con-
vention. The cry of "Communist" will be a 
futile answer. Truth surmounts any epithet. 

G E R A L D O ' R E I L L Y 
Connolly Memoria l Commit tee 

New York. 

Dean's Meeting 

JAM writing this, in the hope tliat this 
issue of your peper will carry some com-

ment upon the recent development in t he 
"Mansion House affair ." It is felt by many 
Dublin workers that Sean Dempsey's refusal 
to pay compensation to the Fascist rowdies 
who deliberately set out to break up the 
meeting at which the Dean of Canterbury 
spoke in the Dublin Mansion House last 
November is worthy of some recognition. 

Dempsey's decision to choose Mountjoy 
rather than pay the rowdies for their 
cowardly work is typical of the Dublin 
workers with their long traditions of Republi-
can and \yorking-class struggle behind them, 

E D . S T A P L E T O N . 
Dublin. 

(Editorial Note: A fund to help pay costs 
of Sean Dempsey and Harry Ryan, Dublin 
trade unionists, who were fined for their al-
ledged part in Mansion House disturbances 
has been opened in Dublin. Subscriptions 
should be sent to Miss Helena Early. Solici-
tor, 63-64 Upper O'Connell Street, Dublin). 

Building Plans 

BRITAIN'S housing programme was 
slowed down by the fuel crisis, and 

short of materials and timber—or so we are 
told. But tliere is another reason tor the 
slow-up in building, and that is the state of 
affairs inside the industry itself. 

Building operatives have waited patiently 
for the fulfilment of their claim for a rise 
of 6d. an hour for labourers and 9d. an hour 
for craftsmen, but so far without success. 
The issue has been shelved so often that men 
are beginning to dr i f t a^ay from the in-
dustry Into better paid jobs. How Ion; must 
we listen to the excuses of those bosses who 
will not give up one penny of their profits 
until they arc forced? 

Building workers must demand '1> re-
organisation of the Industry. (2) tha' Black 
Market building be r e g a l e d as a crime 
against the people, and (3) a new wages 
structure under union control to ensure t ha t 
extra wages come out of profits and not be 
tacked on to the cost of houses. 

PAT H O P E 
London. 
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KATE—Twelve Months I -
S i x Months ?.,-

TOURIST 
LOCUSTS 

j T is welcome news that Irish Labour 
has begun to call a halt to the 

tourist racket which reached its peak 
in August. 

Weal thy visitors f rom Britain, per-
mitted fo r the first t ime since 1939 to 
take cer ta in goods out of the country, 
descended like locusts upon Dublin 
last month . 

S w a r m i n g into the best hotels and 
restaurants they gorged themselves 
on the choicest foods and wines. 
Quickly they denuded the swankier 
shops in Grafton Street of the goods 
they cannot buy in austerity Britain. 
Dur ing Horse Show Week clothing 
coupons, openly on sale in Dublin 
streets, had risen in price from 2/- to 
2 6 each. Tourists' suitcases bulged 
wi th expensive clothes as they re-
turned home by Mailboat, 

By the end of August mitiions of 
pounds had been spent by British 
tourists, and a few score Dublin shop-
keepers and hotel owners were rub-
bing their hands with delight as they 
regarded their enormous profits. 

And all this took plate at a time 
when Irish workers face a winter of 
economic crisis wi th goods in short 
supply and prices rising everywhere. 

Labour is right to question the 
present tourist industry in Ireland. 
Tourism can bring much good to a 
country—but it can also bring much 
social evil by encouraging the produc-
tion ai t f sale of luxuries at the ex-
pense of necessities, by breeding ser-
vility, hat-tipping and other forms-of 
lackeyism, and by distorting the 
country's natural economy. 

Instead of building luxury hotels 
and inviting wealthy foreigners of the 
huntin', shootin' and fishin', the Irish 
Tourist Board might wel l take a leaf 
out of Czechoslovakia's book where 
big mansions and country residences, 
formerly belonging to the nobility 
and landed gentry, have been taken 
over by the trade unions and cultural 
bodies for the benefit of the working-
people. 

Ireland has much to offer the 
visitor—good food, beautiful scenery, 
excellent sports facilities and 
traditional hospitality—but it is im-
portant that in planning the future 
of the country that we maintain a 
true sense of values. 

Wealthy foreigners must not get 
preference over the Irish people 
themselves. Holiday camps for men 
or women who can only save a few 
shillings weekly are more important 
than big hotels for the tourist who 
wants to squander £40 or £50 in an 
extravagant fortnight. 

Labour cannot tolerate a situation 
>n which ragged, barefoot' children 
emerge f rom the slums of Gardiner 
Street to sell clothing coupons to rich 
visitors on the steps of the Gresham 
Hotel. 

It must demand that the Govern-
ment take steps to close that gap be-
tween rich and poor which is the 
curse of Ireland to-day almost as 
muoh as it was under Brit ish rule. 

DOLLAR CRISIS: How It 
Affects Ireland 

" J " H E cause of the crisis is t ha t 
America, -enr iched by the war , 

has used her s t reng th not to rehabi l i -
tate exhausted Europe, but to r u i n , 
rob, and make easy money out of i t . 

The nations of eastern Europe have 
courageously stood on their own feet. They 
have their reward now in independence, and 
will have the satisfaction of shining for th 
as beacons of prosperity when the West— 
unless it changes its policy double-quick-
is wallowing- in economic crisis. The western 
nations, led by Britain, choosing the classical 
capitalist path, have mortgaged themselves to 
their rapacious creditor and are now dither-
ing as he threatens to foreclose 

Britain's crisis had no need to occur. She 
was less injured by the war than other 
European countries. She has a developed in-
dustry and vast ffeserves of industrial skill. 
But instead of ^turning her skill to the re-
equipment of her industry she has pursued 
the most suicidal policy since the self-des-
truction of Imperial Rome. 

Her industry has been used to make quick 
profits for the smart, short-sighted "business-
men" who control most of it. 

Her manpower has been scattered in fruit-
less militarism and policing the world lor 
the U.S.A. 

Dollar Empire 

dollars to save America from spending her 
own dollars on American imperialist 
schemes. 

American pressure prevented the Labour 
Government from carrying out its election 
pledge to nationalise steel. 

American behaviour, on the whole, re-
sembled that of a crook who encouraged a 
weak young man to run into debt, squander 
his assets, and fall bankrupt in order to get 
his whole estate under his control. 

And then the final blow fell. One clause 
in the loan agreement stated tha t on July 
15th sterling must be convertible into dollars. 
This meant that anyone to whom Britain 

by 

C. D. GREAVES 

It is said that the principal feature of the 
crisis is the "dollar famine." This dollar 
famine arises from American policy. 

American industry, swollen by the war, 
has vast stockpiles of products which the 
American people cannot afford to buy, and 
she wants to sell these products abroad. But 
she refuses to buy anything from abroad, 
apart from raw materials. Hence nobody has 
any dollars with which to buy from America. 

Then will she lend? Once it was hoped 
tha t she would lend enough to set Europe 
on its feet again. The story of the British 
dollar loan showed up American Big Busi-
ness as the "shabby money-lender" which a 
British Labour M.P. rightly called it. 

No sooner was the ink dry on the docu-
ment than the value of the loan was reduced 
by two-fifths by the abolition of price con-
trols. 

The Americans had lent £1,000,000,000. 
By a stroke of the pen they took back 
£400,000,000 by reducing the value of the 
money. Then they used the fact they had 
lent money to compel Britain to toe the line 
in Germany, paying for everything in dol-
lars. All kinds of extravagant military 
schemes were embarked on. 

Oil Strategy 
The U.S.A. now controls the oil of the Mid-

dle East—and not one American soldier is 
there. Britain has tamely used her borrowed 

owed money could claim dollars in repay-
ment. Spain and Argentine got The 
dollars melted away, and the day of fore-
closure came into sight—with proposals that 
American "experts" should be sent to super-
vise British industries. 

Bevin to Blame 
Why has Britain allowed herself thus to 

be swindled? In the first place in order to 
maintain a policy of hostility to Russia and 
the new democracies of Eastern Europe. 

This policy is that enunciated at Fulton by 
Winston Churchill. The hand is the hand of 
Bevin, but the voice Is the voice of Churchill." 

Thus the trade agreement with Russia was 
rejected, ostensibly because Russia asked for 
terms already granted to Prance, but in fact 
because of U.S. pressure, and the fact that 
the British Government was unwilling to 
control British industry to a sufficient degree 
to guarantee deliveries. 

Britain's hold on her Colonial Empire is 
weakened. Her economy is not strong 
enough to dominate it alone. The Bevin 
policy is to allow the U.S.A. a considerable-
evert a greater—share in the profits of 
Empire, in return for helping Britain to 
keep it under control. The Americans on the 
other hand are careful to give Britain no 
more help than will make her a willing and 
fai thful bailiff always completely dependent 
upon the real boss. 

Solution to Crisis 
The only solution obviously lies in 

drastically modifying the loan agreement— 
enabling Britain to trade preferentially with 
the Dominions; vastly increasing trade with 
other non-dollar countries—that is, Eastern 

Europe; the re-equipment and reorganisa-
tion of industry under a plan which will put 
first things first; and above all the drastic 
reduction of the vast idle armed forces. 

In the long run some such policy will have 
to be adopted because Britain cannot survive 
without it, American policy is leading to a 
record slump in which the reputation of 
capitalism as a sane economic system will 
suffer a fur ther serious decline. 

The "American way of life" will be a way 
of unemployment and misery for the Ameri-
can working-man who is no fool and knows 
how to fight. 

The British working people, who are in-
creasingly uneasy, will in the end put an end 
to the Bevin policy. 

Anglo-Irish Trade 
Ireland is already affected by the crisis. 

She wants industrial equipment which can 
only be got with dollars. Britain needs Irish 
goods, but America does not. Hence Ireland 
can get sterling but no dollars. Ireland's 
ability to get dollars depends therefore in-
directly upon Britain's dollar-earning 
capacity. If Britain is earning no dollars 
she cannot pay Ireland in dollars. Of course, 
there are some Irish exports to the U.S.A. 
but they are very small relatively. 

Britain and Ireland should get together 
and discuss a comprehensive trade agree-
ment. 

If Britain treats Ireland even half so well 
as she treats Fascist Argentine then col-
laboration seems a certainty. 

And, unlike Argentine, Ireland will not be 
vindictively trying to put Britain in a worse 
plight. The other step Is for Ireland to open 
up relations with eastern Europe, and get 
Polish coal, Russian timber and Rumanian 
oil in exchange for Irish livestock and pos-
sibly dairy produce 

Scientific methods for rapidly developing 
Irish industry could readily be worked out. 
Britain for hundreds of years tried to hold 
back Irish industry. Now for the first time 
she h a s an ohvious a n d n r 2 e n t interest in 
the prosperity of her neighbour. 

The basis of co-operation is there. The 
goodwill arising out of such co-operation 
might well contribute to the solution of that 
outstanding question between the two coun-
tries—Partition. 

The crisis is due to dollar Imperialism. It 
is up to the non-dollar countries to get to-
gether and by interchange of their consider-
able resources to Insulate themselves from 
the effects of the economic lunatic asylum 
across the Atlantic. 

A DEMOCRATS DIARY by the EDITOR 

JOBS AT £50 A WEEK 
WHAT is it t ha t makes a film s t a r ? 

Is it acting proficiency, good looks, 
personality, ability to photograph well, a 
combination of all these qualities, or 
some indefinable a t t r ibu te which can 
only be conveyed on the screen? 

Whatever this mysterious something 
may be Irish people seem to have plenty 
of it. Errol Flyim, Maureen O'Hara, 
Peggy Cummins and Barry Fitzgerald 
a r e stars who twinkle most brightly (if 
no t always to everyone's taste) in t he 
Hollywood firmament, and since the end 
of the war I can th ink of a score of 
I r i sh actors and actresses who have 
m a d e names for themselves in Brit ish 
films. 

* * * 

\ / | ICHAEL CLARKE ("Piccadilly Inci-
-t'JL dent"), Kath leen Ryan ("Odd Man 
Out") , Kieran Moore ("Anna Karenina") 
a n d Dermot Walsh ("Hungry Hill"), a r e 
all now probably in the £50 a week class; 
Cyril Cusack and the late F. J. McCor-
mick created sensat ions in "Odd M a n 
Out" ; and Mr. Rank is said to be groom-
ing several promising s tar lets from Dub-
lin and Belfast. 

Latest Irish recrui t to the screen is 
t h a t tall, lanky and lugubrious comedian, 
Noel Purcell, who has a big par t In 
"Captain Boycott," which has Its 
premiere in London th is month. 

Dublin is a city notoriously rich in 
theatr ical talent—every second person 
one meets is a budding actor or actress- -
bu t It seems doubtful , to say the least, 
whether the Irish d r a m a will benefit 
f r o m this emigration of many of t h e 
country 's best players. Already t h e 
Abbey, Gaiety and G a t e Theatres have 

felt t ha t culturally withering blast which 
comes from the waving of cheque-books 
in Denham and Hollywood. 

* * * 

MISS L O U I E BENNETT, newly-
elected president of the Lrish Trade 

Union Congress, is a woman of charm 
and intelligence, and what is even more 
impor tant in these days of cynicism and 
apathy , she has a burning fa i th in the 
f u t u r e of the Irish working class. 

Secretary of the 6,000-strong Women 
Workers' Union and Administrat ive 
Council member of the Labour Party, 
she has done more t h a n any other per-
son in Dublin to raise the living stan-
dards of women and girls in such occu-
pat ions as printing, food processing, 
tobacco and confectionery. 

It was under her leadertfiip tha t 1,100 
Dublin laundry girls won a great victory, 
a f t e r 11 weeks' strike, for better pay and 
improved conditions. 

Miss Bennet t may not be a s colourful 
a s Maude Gonne, so revolutionary as 
Countess Markievicz, nor so witty a 
speaker as Mrs. Sheehy-Skeffington, but 
she brings to the Labour Movement 
something t ha t Is desperately needed a t 
present in I re land: adminis t ra t ive 
ability combined with an unshake-
able belief in Socialism. 

Dublin workers might well express 
the i r appreciation of this remarkable 
woman trade union leader by electing 
he r to the Dail nex t election. 

"VTOW tha t American Big Business has 
JLi launched its offensive aga ins t Labour 
and is put t ing on t r ia l some of America 's 

most famous working-class leaders, It is 
well to remember how in t he pas t U.S. 
reactionaries have f ramed-up charges 
against t rade unionists and the pioneers 
of Socialism. 

Tom Mooney, Jim Larkin and Eugene 
Debs were victims of t he ant i -Red cam-
paign of the big t rus ts and monopolies 
during the 1914-1S war, while the names 
of Joe Hill, Wesley Everest and the 
Scottsboro boys have long since 
passed into the annats of American 
Labour foik-lore. 

But pe rhaps the most notorious f rame-
up ever devised by the American political , 
police—and incidentally an indictment 
of capi tal is t "Justice," which can only be 
compared to the Dreyfus scandal in 
France—was the trial and judicial mur-
der in 1927 of the I ta l ian anarchists— 
Sacco and Vanzetti. 

Vanzett i sent this last message to the 
American workers: 

"If it had not been for this thing, 
I might have lived out my life 
ta lking a t street-corners to scorn-
ing men. I might have died un-
marked, unknown—a failure. Th i s 
is our career and our t r iumph. i 
Never in our ful l life could we do 
such work for tolerance, for Jus-
tice, for man ' s unders t and ing oi i 
man as now we do by aocident. 
Our words, our pa ins—nothing! 
T h e taking of our lives, lives of a 
good shoemaker and a poor fish 
pedlar—all! T h a t last m o m e n t be-
longs to us. T h a t agony is our 
t r i u m p h ! " 

CtK»W anyone h a v t a finer ep i taph? 

-1.1.. 1 1 . 
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Tension Rises Among 1,000,000 
Building Workers 

NEW BONUS PLANS 
"Irish Democrat" Reporter 

TENSION is rising among 1,000,000 building workers in 
Britain as a result of employers' failure to speed-up wage 

negotiations. 
Building unions put in a claim for 

substantial wage increases over 18 
months ago, but so far the only pro-
gress made on this c la im has been a 
Government recommendation that a 
payment-by-results sys tem — which 
would increase wages by 20%-»-
should be introduced. 

This recommendation has now to be re-
ferred to the 19 unions concerned, and 
ballot results cannot be ixpected for sev-
eral months. 

Meanwhile skilled workers are getting 
as little as a basic rate of 2/7j an hour 
for a 44-hour week. Labourers are getting 
only 2/U an hour. 

Two Homes 
Irish building workers in Britain, who 

probably number over 50,000, are particu-
larly hard-hit by the low wage-rates. 

Forced in many cases to maintain two 
homes, they find it impossible to pay 35/-
to 45,- for hostel or digs accommodation 
and at the same time send money to their 
wives and families. Now tha t Irish trade 
unions have forced up wages to as much 
as 3 ;- an hour for skilled operatives in 
some areas many men have decided to 
return home. 

Low wages are not the only factor which 
delays the British Government's housing 
programme. Trade unionists say that the 
building industry as a whole is in a state 
of chaotic muddle due £o the Inefficient 
system of organisation, particularly the 
competing activities of thousands of small 
contractors. 

Welfare conditions are poor, canteens 
are often bad or non-existent, and raw 
materials-^which are now being produced 
in fairly good quantities—arrive late or 
irregularly. 

Raise Morale 
Mr. Norman Kennedy, Vice-President, 

London District Council, National Federa-
tion of Building Trade Operatives, de-
scribed this "bad quartermastering" as 
one of the main reasons for the lag in the 
housing programme. 

"Good works committees and some form 
of incentive pay as well as improved wel-
fare conditions would greatly help to raise 
morale and increase output," he told me 
when I interviewed him last month. 

Essential building like new houses, 
schools and hospitals were desperately un-
dermanned, suggested Mr. Kennedy, but 
labour was being found for repairs in 
luxury shops, big hotels and the homes 
of the rich. I t would be preferable to have 
a recognised, legal system of bonus pay-
ments rather than the 'under-the-counter' 
Incentive pay which, in some cases, was 
splitting the workers. 

FIGHTING FUND 
T^HE Editorial Board wish to thank 
* the following who contributed 

to our Fighting Fund last month: 
P. Clancy 5/-; Allen Maitland 

£1 10s.; Mrs. M. Campbell 10/-; 
Bagenal Harvey £2 10*.; J . Horan 
5/-; Capt. Fforde 15/-; Ewart Milne 
£2; Elsie Timbey 8/6, M. Malone 5/-, 
W. Barr S/-; W. Hardy 2/-; L. Dai-
ken I t / - ; T. Watters 10/-; "Arklow" 
2/-; L. P. M. Milner 6/6; Dr. Maurice 
8teln £1; H. Davis 10/-; "Three 
irishman from 8andllands" 6/-; H. 
Cotton £5; Mrs. Davis (U.S.A.) £1; 
R. A. Stewart £2; P. P. O'Dalre 16/-; 
"BrteM St. Subscriber" 2/6; C. A. 
Executive £6 6s.; ToUl £27 «s. Od. 

All siibaorlptlont should be sent to 
the MMia«er, "Irish Democrat," 37« 
Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I. 

CECRETARIES o f Irish clubs, 
societies, sports and political 

organisations In Britain are Invited 
to Mittf new* or tfttlr activities for 
publication in the "Itisfi Democrat." 

MR. NORMAN KENNEDY, Vice-President, 
London District Council, National Federa-
tion of Building- Trade Operatives, is here 
seen addressing a conference of Irish build-

ing workers in London. 

IRISH TXJX. 

Wage Talks 
With Govt. 

T H E Minister for Industry and Com-
merce has agreed to receive a deputa-

tion from the Irish Trade Union Congress. 

The deputation will put the following 
points before the Minister: 

(1) The present new wave of claims for 
increased wages, and almost inevit-
able consequential increase in 
prices, leading to continued in-
stability and grave danger of indus-
trial conflict: 

Profit Control 
(2) the urgent need of reviewing the 

present basis of price and profit 
control, which is imposing unbear-
able burdens on the consuming 
public, especially the poorer 
sections; 

(3) the growing adverse balance of 
trade; 

(4) possible developments in foreign ex-
change difficulties; 

(5) effects of present British economic 
prices on home economy in Ireland. 

Point 5 includes consideration of expan-
sion of agricultural products and indus-
tries dependent on the country's resources. 

BOYCOTT and the QUEEN 
LONDON IRISH were in Royal com-

pany when they attended the 
premiere of "Captain Boycott" in London 
this month. 

Queen Mary gave her patronage and 
several Mayfair ladies organised the pre-
miere, but it is not recorded whether the 
ghosts of Parnell, Davitt and several mil-
lion starving Irish peasants were also in 
attendance. 

Royal jokes are not always in the best 
of taste (wasn't it Victoria whe referred 
to the potato as the "succulent tuber" 
during the Famine?), but no doubt it was 
good publicity to have a Queen as patron 
to a new film. 

Possibly Queen Mary, who was born in 
the year of the Fenian Rising, wants to 
refresh her memory with girlhood recol-
lections of the Land League. 

* • * 

DAGJENHAM IRISH are as militant a 
group of Gaels as any to be found in 

Britain, and it is 
encouraging to see 
t h e enterprising 
way in which they 
have tackled the -
question of lodging 
allowances. 

The subject is 
one which bristles 
with difficulties — 
building workers 
will remember the 
big campaign waged 
on this Issue last year—but with sucll 
local leaders as Jim Keehan and Harry 
Davis they will hardly stray from trade 
union principles. 

Ford's foundry—which is alleged to be 
a real sweat-shop—Is said to be still try-
ing to recruit workers from Cork. 

* • • 

IN the old days the Irish Literary 
Society was a great centre for Irish 

cultural activity in London. During the 
heyday of Yeats it held socials, play read-
ings, lectures and the like, and encour-
aged all forms of Irish theatrical and 
literary work. 

Attempts are now being made to revive 
the Society and enquiries should be ad-
dressed to Miss Madge Dowling, Secretary, 
at 6 Doughty Street, London, W.C.I. 

Unfortunately most of the Society's 
records were lost in the blitz, and per-
manent premises are not at p resen t 
available but there seems every opportun-. 
lty to organise a good series of lectures 
during the winter. 

London,has at least four distinguished 
Irish poets, James Stephens, Louis Mc-
Neice, W. R. Rodgers and Cecil Day Lewis, 
living in it a t present. 

It would be an excellent start to the 
season's programme If they could be per-
suaded to lecture. 

* * i ® e e * i e e e « j © © e e © e t « i e © © « 

News and Views on 

the Irish in Britain 

by 'Holyhead* 

Robert Lynd, the critic, and Denis John-
ston, the playwright, are other celebrities 
who might be persuaded to assist. 

Talent abounds, the audience is there, 
only the organisation is required. We 
look forward with interest to a winter 
season of talks, informative, unusual and 
witty as were any heard in the great days 
of the Celtic Renaissance. 

TRAVELLERS to Ireland tell me that, 
despite the extra ships provided, 

conditions on the Journey to Ireland are 
still as crowded as ever. 

Tourists were flocking to Ireland at the 
rate of about 15,000 a week during the 
peak weeks In August. 

When the L.M.S. company is nation-
alised next year surely it would be possible 
to make travel conditions to Ireland 
quicker, cheaper and more comfortable. 
At present, instead of being a pleasant 
holiday journey, the trip is an endurance 

test which tries the 
s t r e n g t h a n d 
patience of even 
the most hardy 
traveller. 

Passports, t o o , 
a r e a n o t h e r 
n u i s a n c e which 
might well be abo-
lished between Ire-
land and Britain. 

Is it beyond the 
ingenuity of the 

British Ministry of Labour and the Home 
Office to devise a scheme which would do 
away with permits and passports and at 
the same time get labour into the occupy 
tions where it is most needed?—for this 
surely, must be the only reason why these 
tiresome travel documents are retained. 

Incidentally, It took the Eire High Com-
missioners Office in London nearly four 
weeks to renew the writer's passport. 

Speedy efficiency would also be welcome 
in this Government department. 

* * • 

IHEAR that the "Marxist t rap" which 
the Connolly Association is alleged by 

the Dublin "Standard" to be setting for 
guileless Irish workers in Britain is still a 
centre of attraction in London's Hyde 
Park. ^ 

International Brlgaders Joe Monks and 
Alec Dlgges from Dublin, Bill Burke from 
Cork, the Maitland brothers f rom Belfast, 
Patrick Clancy fropj Leitrlm, and Des-
mond Oreaves recently back f rom a tour 
in the Midlands of Ireland were among 
successful speakers cm the Connolly 
Association platform last month, so it 
would seem tha t the "bait" to the "trap" 
has a good 32-county flavour about it. 

CpnpqPy Association meetings will be 
held fU usu&r lh "Hyde P a t * every Sunday 
from 5 to 7 during September. 

Six-County Tories 
Don't Worry 
About Crisis 

By our Belfast Correspondent 
TPHE face of official Northern Ire-
1 land shows no signs of anxiety 

about the crisis. 
The Prime Minister is in Belgium, 

Stormont Parliament is long since 
on holidays, there are no week-end 
conferences of Government Minis-
ters, there are no official pronounce-
ments or talks between Government 
authorities, organised Labour or 
organised Capital. 

"Leave it to London is the 
Governments motto. 

Perhaps one qualification should 
be made of the above account. Mr. 
Chuter Ede, British Home Secretary, 
is due in Belfast soon, and is certain 
to have talks with Mr. Warnock, 
Minister of Home Affairs. 

Law, order and the Special 
Powers Act will no doubt be the 
main subjects for discussion. 

But Six-County folk are also very 
much concerned about other mat-
ters than "law and order." 

Soviet Trades 
The new industries in course of 

construction will certainly be ad-
versely affected by the economic 
crisis in Britain. 

The breakdown of British-Soviet 
trade negotiations—destroying, as it 
does, the prospect of increased tim-
ber imports, so badly needed for 
hougp building—is a blow to an area 
where the house-famine is particu-
larly acute, and where, to put it 
frankly, housing plans have just 
collapsed. 

Official housing figures show that 
this is no figure of speech. It is 
computed that 10,000 families need 
houses in Belfast city. 

The Minister of Health and Local 
Government recently announced 
tha t between the end of the war and 
April, 1947, only 88 houses had been 
built by Belfast Corporation, 234 by 
the Government's Housing Trust 
and 688 pre-fabricated bungalows 
had been built. 

No miracle like this piece of Tory 
achievement has'been seen since the 
days of Aladdin and his wonderful 
lamp. 

The Tory Corporation is now at-
tacking the Tory Government on 
the ground that the latter is collar-
ing all the supplies for the Housing 
Trust . 

Basic Industry 
Basic industries like linen, engin-

eering, shipbuilding and agriculture 
should be in the forefront for ttie 
battle for economic survival. Linen 
earns dollars but its output in 
volume Is only 70 per cent, of pre-
war. 

Labour here is the big problem. 
Unemployment is non-ex stent 
among the registered operatives, but 
the number employed has shrunk 
from 65,300 pre-war to 52,900 at 
present. 

There has been a flight from the 
mills, from bad pay and bad and 
unhealthy conditions of labour. Now 
the cry on all sides Is that the in-
dustry cannot satisfy the demand 
of customers. 

When plans are proposed to 
modernise the mills and attract new 
labour tHe Government replies that 
the elector's mandate was against 
Government intrusion into indus-
try. 

Tory Politics 
Behind the Government's inertia, 

however, stands Tory politics, the 
desire to see the Labour Govern-
ment wrecked and a Tory restora-
tion in Britain. 

The fight on production and 
industrial Issues is therefore the 
fight to defeat Unionism and 
strengthen Labour. 

In the Nationalist Ward of Smith-
field, Belfast, Labour won a resound-
ing i|lctory over the Nationalist 
nominee In the by-election for the 
City Council. Figures were: Thomas 
Watson (Labour) 1398; Patrick 
McDonnell (Nationalist) 631; Fer-
ran (Working People's Party) 73. . 

Dublin Corporation's proposal to 
invite Belfast Corporation to organ-
ise mutual exchanges of experience 
In clvlo affairs ha s been favourably 
received by Aid. Nelll, Belfast Lord 
Mayor, who Is a leading Unionist 
polltlolah. The matter has yet to 
come before Belfast City Counoll. 
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Irish Trade Union Congress in Waterford 

'Symbol of Nation's Unity' 
EXILES GO 
HOME TO 

BUILD 
UNIONS 

A f ANY workers who returned from trade 
union struggles in Britain are play-

ing a very important role in the great 
a w a k e n i n g to trade unionism in Ireland. 

Air. Sean Lemass, Minister for Industry 
and Commerce, announced a few weeks 
ago his intention to introduce a new and 
comprehensive Trade Union Bill, which it 
is understood, will abolish many of the 
contentious clauses in the old Act, which 
in any case, has been rendered obsolete by 
the Supreme Court decision nullifying the 
clause restricting recruitment to particu-
lar unions in certain industries. 

This is a great victory for Irish trade 
unionism, and is evidence of its growth 
and power. 

New Tribunal 
TENDER the new Act a new Arbitration 

Tribunal is to be set up which will 
deal with internal disputes between unions 
and members or between unions and 
unions. The trade union chiefs are insist-
ing on the right to appoint the chairman 
of the tribunal, and it is felt by Dublin 
trade unionists that the existence of such 

TRADE UNION 
NOTEBOOK by 

MICHAEL FITZGERALD 

a tribunal may be utilised to bring the 
rival Congresses together on mutual prob-
lems. 

Already discussions have been held with 
Mr. Lemass by T.U.C. chiefs, and assur-
ances were received tha t the new Bill 
would riot be introduced without the full-
est consultation with the two Con-
gresses 

When the 19*1 Trade Union Act was 
introduced by Mr. Sean McEntee it 
aroused a storm of protest from a united 
Trade Union Movement which took excep-
tion to the enforcement of a large money 
deposit by individual t rade unions before 
they could secure a licence to act as a 
negotiating body. It also made compul-
sory the keeping of a register of members 
and had many clauses infringing on the 
rights of trade unionism. 

It now seems likely tha t some of the 
more objectional of these clauses may be 
removed from the new Bill when it is in-
troduced during the next session of the 
Dail. 

Transport Workers 
A FURTHER and most important de-

velopment during the month was the 
renewal by powerful t rade unions of new 
demands for wage increases which will 
affect such important industries as road 
transport, railways, engineering, and elec-
tricity. 

Five thousand C.I.E. bus and tram men 
are now urging that new demands be made 
on the company over and above the sub-
stantial increases secured on February 
last. 

Trade union chiefs point out that the 
10-point increase In the cost of living 
threatens to nullify wage rises. 

They are now urging their mlmbers to 
allow them to use the power of the unions 
to compel the Government to Institute a 
strict price and profit control. 

Otherwise they say the country is In for 
the 
tory. 

gravest industrial struggle in its his-

These wage demands of the workers is 
thus being turned into a big political light 
which may well have important repercus-
sions in strengthening the Labour Party. 

Check Prices 
' J 'HE power of 250,000 trade unionists 

welded to the work of the Dublin Lower 
I ' ices Council, and the forthcoming 
Women's Parliament may well have de-
cisive effect in checking rocketing prices. 

T H E Irish Trade Union Congress was symbol of the ultimate unity of their country, 
said Mr. John Swift giving his Presidential address to the T.U.C. in Waterford last 

m o n "It was a ready-made Parliament, l inking the people in the T w e n t y - S i x 
and S i x counties, transcending denominat ional and other differences," said 
Mr. S w i f t . UNITY TALKS 

Norton Calls 
for Patience 

" pATIENCE, calmness and understand-
ing," were urged by Mr. William Nor-

ton, T.D., leader of the Irish Labour Party, 
when he spoke on trade union unity at the 
Irish Trade Union Congress. 

Two hundred and sixty delegates, repre-
senting 80,000 organised workers in Eire 
and Northern Ireland, attended. 

Disunity at the top brought suffering to 
the workers, said Mr. Norton, and "swash-
buckling speeches,'" such as had been made 
at the Congress of Irish Unions a fort-
night previously, were a disservice to the 
Labour Movement. 

In every country in the world trade 
unionism was going from s t rength to 
strength, and trade unionists in liberated 
countries of Europe were taking their place 
in the governments and social and eco-
nomic life of these countries. 

Larkin's Advice 
Mr. James Larkin, T.D, thought that 

progress towards unity might not- be as 
quick as they expected. He advocated that 
the political arm of Labour be developed. 

Mr. John T. O'Farrell, Railway Clerks' 
delegate, said any disunity was between 
men at the top. If the rank and file 
asserted their rights unity would have 
come long ago. 

A united Trade Union Movement was 
also advocated by Miss Louie Bennett and 
Miss H. Chenevix (Women Workers' 
Union). 

"Women who saw their children under-
nourished were not concerned whether 
their husbands were members of unions 
with headquarters in Britain or Ireland," 
said Miss Bennett. "They wanted food for 
their men and clothing and education for 
their children." 

Greetings 
Fraternal greetings from the Irish 

Labour Party were conveyed by Senator 
Luke Duffy. 

Substantial increases in wages had been 
granted by the Labour Court, but the 
greater part of the increases had been 
snatched away by Government policy, 
which tended to increase prices and place 
more of the burden of taxation on the 
workers. 

Mr. J. Keene conveyed greetings from 
the executive of the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party. It was in the I r ish Trade 
Union and Labour Movement, and in the 
friendships that existed North and South, 
he said, that lay the greatest opportunity 
for the solution of the problems of this 
truncated country.. 

M I C H A E L KEYES, T.D., 
Executive Member, Irish T.U.C. 

CO-OPS. GAIN 
IN DUBLIN 

^ T E A D I L Y rising prices — now at 
the ir highest leve l in Irish his-

tory—have focussed attent ion on the 
consumers' co-operative movement 
which is now rapidly gaining ground 
in Dubl in . 

A resolution supporting the Co-ops. was 
passed a t the T.U.C., following a lively and 
constructive discussion. 

Miss L. Caffrey (Irish Women Workers' 
Union) said they must insist that scarcity 
of commodities should not be used as an 
excuse for raising prices. 

Mr. E. J. Tucker (T.U.C., Dublin) moved 
a resolution asking for support for con-
sumers' co-operatives. 

Miss C. Keegan (Irish Women Workers' 
Union), in support, said tha t a Co-opera-
tive Society would be a great boon to the 
housewife, who has great difficulty in 'ob-
taining commodities. 

Mr. R. Thomson (General and Munici-
pal Workers) said there was no sounder 
method of investing money than by put-
ting it into co-operatives. 

Mr. J . Heery (Municipal Workers, Dub-
lin) said the Co-operative Movement was 
.one of the finest examples of the abi'.ity of 
the workers to control a particular in-
dustry. 

Congress should not lightly throw away 
affiliations which brought them into con-
tact with the organised workers of Britain. 

Warning delegates that they must not 
accept unity which would cut them off 
from them fellow-workers in the Six 
Counties and Britain, Mr. Swift declared 
that such a policy would be "mutilation 
rather than unity." 

Labour's Enemies 
Some enemies of the movement, said Mr. 

Swift, would have them isolating them-
selves from the organised workers of other 
countiies and from the.economic and social 
experiments now being tried in Britain and 
other countries where the workers have 
assumed new power and responsibility. 

The Congress should give more thought • 
and time to developing adult education, 
particularly in economic and social 
matters. The aim of the outgoing execu-
tive for a week-end school in Dublin for 
the autumn was a modest one; they should 
ask the unions to support a summer school 
for next year. 

Along with that, if the Irish T.U.C. could 
help in organising visits by members of 
the unions to countries abroad, it would 
also benefit, in Czechoslovakia the Union 
Congress there was anxious to have ex-
change of holiday" and recreation parties 
with other countries, including Ireland. It 
might be that the World Federation of 
Trade Unions, of which they were an 
affiliated body, would help in tha t direc-
tion. 

It was a young body, but with its more 
than 70 millions affiliated workers, the 
World Federation might soon become a 
force influencing Governments and other 
institutions besides trade unions. 

Capitalist Barriers 
"We have referred to disunity, but it 

should be remembered that disunity is not 
just the monopoly of the trade unions. For 
want of political unity in this small coun-
try, we have two States—the Twenty-Six 
and Six-Counties. Why cannot the lead-
ing statesmen in the Government in Dub-
lin and Belfast come together for the coip-
mon good of the country? The t ru th Is 
the philosophy of competitive capitalism 
dominant in both Governments prevents 
any possibility of fusion. j 

"Until we can have a common Labour 
Party appeal in both sections of the coun-
try, based on co-operative and planned 
effort as against the anarchy of capital-
ism, the trade unions can play an impor-
tant role. 

"They can gather to their centre, a once 
more re-unified T.U.C., all the creative and 
productive elements in the country a t a 
whole." 

North—South Co-operation 
4 RESOLUTION calling on the two Gov-

1 ernments to set up a joint council for 
economic development, on which Congress 
would be represented was moved by S. 
McGonagle, Deny Trades Council, at the 
T-U.C. 

Larkin Was Pioneer 
\ STIRRING tribute to the 

memory of the late J im Larkin 
was paid by Mr. John Swift (presi-
dent, Irfsti Trade Union Congress). 

"Larkin taught t h e 
Dublin workers the duty 
of struggle, the impera-
tive of rebelliousness," 
said Mr. Swift. 

He breathed fire Into 
the dead eyes and cring-
ing breasts of the slaves. 

> They heard him, and 
jj their supplications to 
' their masters became 

«» defiance, their despair 
s became a challenge. He 

taught them self-reli-
ance. 

They followed Larkin 
because he had convinced them in 
his person and In his teaching that 
there was no more noble duty or des-
tiny for men and women t h a n that 
of raising themselves from bondage. 

FIERY SLOGANS 
Some of us are old enough to re-

member how Dublin throbbed to 
Larkin's fiery slogans. 

In the city's gutter, In 
the fdbtid slum, in the 
stinking holds of ships, 
on the quayside, where 
mon fawned and flun-
kied for wretched bread, 
in the poorhouse even, 
and the prison, there 
was exultation when 
Larkin spoke. 

Labour had lost one 
of Its great men, one ol 
Its pioneers. 

Larkin and his co-
workers Inspired thous-
ands of the despised 

rabble with the dignity of trade 
union organisation. They had learnt 
the truth of the slogan: "The great 
only appear great because We are on 
,our knee*. Let us arise 1" 

He said they welcomed the realistic ap-
proach to economic co-operation contained 
in the Six-County Bill. Instead of dovetail-
ing as integral parts of the national 
economy, their resources were being 
wasted because of lack of sympathetic or-
ganisation and the absence of an over-all 
economy for Ireland. 

Senator Sam Kyle, speaking on a motion 
in regard to the economic development of ^ 
Ireland, said collaboration of the Govern-
ments was necessary. There had been a 
certain amount of co-operation between 
the Irish Government and the Six County 
Government on the Erne scheme. 

Housing Schemes 
A resolution calling for a National Hous-' 

ing Trust was moved by Miss Caflrey. 

John Lennox (Workers' Union of Ire-
land) said Pianna Fail had failed to solve 
the housing problem. The trade unions 
had the technicians to solve the problem 
if they were given the authority. 

Coun. Deasy, Dublin, said that loans for 
building should be made available a t an 
interest rate not exceeding one and a quar-
ter per cent. 

A motion, agreed, urged the necessity of 
uniformity with the National Insurance 
and Injuries Act In the Six Counties and 
Great Britain with reoiprocal arrange-
ments regarding benefits, and proposed a 
tripartite commission on social welfare 
representing three governments. 

i v 
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CAVAN AND KERRY FOR 
London Club 
Secretaries 

Fcr the benefit of our readers interested 
in Irish Games we are pleased to publish 
the (allowing list of Gaehs Sports Secret-
aries in the London Area. 
ROUND TOWERS Football 

?. MULPETER, "Three Wheat-
theaves," Upper St. Isl ington, N.l. 

AUSTIN STACKS Football 
T. McULLIN, 45 201 B Uni t , Onslow 
Square. 

BRI/ iN BORUS Hurling and Football 
J. CREMIN. 42a Cricklewood Lane. 
N.W.2. 

NAOMH MHUIRE Hurling and Football 
J. DALY. 51 Fordwych Road, West 
Kampstead, N.W.2. 

BROS. PEARSE Hurling 
P. KIELY, 14 Bassett Road, West 
Kensington, W.10. 

TARA Football 
F. PORKIN, 2 Cecil Place, Mitcham. 

TARA Hurling 
V.. HOGAN. 49a Valetta Road, Acton 
Vale. N.W.3. 

ST. PATRICK S Football 
J, F ITZPATRICK. 6 St. Alphege Rd„ 
O a r l t o n , S.E. 

EIRE HOPE Football 
M. MORRISEY, 243 Royal College St., 
C jmden Town. 

Cll-CHULLAINS Football 
P. J. EGAN. 38 Gra t ton Road, West 
Kensington, W.14. 

SHAMROCKS Football 
Al. HIGGINS, 185 Junct ion Road. N.19 

EIRE OGE Football and Hurl ing 
M. HALLEY, 47 Woodgrange Avenue, 
Kenton Middlesex. 

WOLFE TONES Football 
S. SCANLON, Hut 28 c o Wimpevs, 
Hal toll Road. Feltham. 

YOUNG IRELAND'S Hurling and Football 
J . GATLEY. 38 Foyle Road, Black-
heath, S.E.3. 

LAUI4E RANGERS Football 
M. HURLEY. 128 Glengal l Road, 
Kilburn, N.W.6. 

FINTAN LALORS Football 
J . RODGERS, 9 Church Road, Leyton, 
E.10. 

ST VINCENT'S Hurling 
M. O'KEEFE. 265 Shirland Road, W.9. 

ST.COLMICILLE Football 
W. LYNE, 48 Kings Road, London Col-
nev, St. Albans, Herts. 

CU-CHULL.AINS Hurling 
D. PURCELL, 226 Middle Pa rk Avenue 
E l t h a n , S.E. 

BAMBA Football 
T. McARDLE, c o Mooney's, 56 Fet ter 
Lane, E.C.4. 

ST. JOSEPH'S Football 
J . QUINN, 66 Godolphin Road, W.12. 

BELL WINS 
ULSTER 

A . J. BELL, Belfast, won the Ulster 
" Grand Prix last month, r id ing a 590 
Norton. He also reoorded the fas tes t lap 
of 94.79 m.p.h. Second to Bell was Ernie 
Lyons, Kildare, also on a Norton. He 
finished 16 seconds behind Bell. J . M. 
West, London, was third on a twin cylin-
der A.J.S. 

Bell had stiff opposition f rom A. R. 
Poster, t he Isle of Man Junior T.T. win-
ner , who was riding a Velocette. The 
Velocette seemed faster than"%el l ' s Nor-
ton and a f t e r 10 laps Foster h a d estab-
lished a lead of nearly half a mile when 
he was forced to retire, f r om engine 
trouble. 

Wood's Entrant 
T h e Lightweight event provided another 

duel between Manliff Barr ington, Dublin, 
r id ing Stanley Wood's Guzzi, on which he 
won the Lightweight T.T., and M. Cann, 
Leicester, also on a Moto Guzzi. Barr ing-
ton, however, had a 2.J mins. s toppage 
f r o m a broken valve spring which gave 
C a n n a clear cu t lead. He went on to 
win with an average speed of 78.78 m.p.h. 
Bar r ing ton was second with 76.94 rrf.p.h. 

J . Lockett of Birmingham, won t h e 350 
c lass on a Norton. 

T h e highest recorded speed wae A. R. 
Foster, velooette, at t l l .23 m.p.h., over the 
flying kilometre. 

IRISH RUGBY ANNUAL 
t P H K Irish Rugby Annual, 1947, price 1/-
J - by T h e Parkalde Press, Dublin, Is a 

very informat ive booklet which: gives 
m g b y f a n s a complete refcord of Irish 
r u g b y for 1845-4*47. 

I t also conta ins a list of in ternat ional 
t e a m s Shioe 1919, and Irish Internat ionals 
m f a r back as 1875. 

NEW YORK 
A V A N and Kerry , by beating Roscommon and Meath last month in the 

^ semi-finals, have won themselves a trip to New York, where they wi l l 
decide the Al l - I reland Senior Football final next month. Roscommon, who 
lost the honours to Ker ry last year, after two great games, were beaten 
by Cavan in a game which clearly demonstrated the Northerners' 
superiority. 
Cavan were on the a t t a c k most of the 

game, wi th Peter O'Donoghue registering 
their first point, and, a s Tony Tighe, Mick 
Higgins and O'Donoghue continued to cut 
their way through the weaknesses in the 
Roscommon defence became apparent . In-
deed, h a d it not been for Carlos and Linch, 
Roscommon would surely have suffered a 
heavier defeat . 

Goal Disallowed 
At the tu rn over Cavan led 1—4 to 0—3, 

then the Western men began to force 
the pace. O Ruairc pointed f rom a free, 
and L y n c h kicked a cen t re to McQuillan's 
toe, who whipped it pas t G a n n o n for a 
Roscommon goal. T h e crowd roared, but 
the whistle had gone for a Cavan in-
f r ingemen t and the goal was disallowed. 

Cavan came back wi th a goal f rom 
Tighe a n d Nerney scored the last point 
to give Cavan the game by 2—4 to 0—6. 

Af te r an unsteady s ta r t , during which 
Mea th missed some glorious chances, 
Kerry settled down to d ic ta te the play. 
For t h e first ten minutes M e a t h were on 
the a t t ack and Cart lan scored their first 
point; t h e n Dan K a v a n a g h equalised and 
Kerry took the lead f rom a "Gega" O'Con-
nor f ree . 

T h e Kerry men had t u rned on the heat 
now a n d fu r the r scores by Eddie Donnelly, 
O'Connor and Garvey gave Kerry a six 
points to one point lead a t t he interval. 

Af t e r t he turn over, M e a t h h i t back with 
a point f rom F. Byrne, bu t the Kerry men 
rallied and O'Donnell found the Meath 
net. Garvey scored a n o t h e r point and F. 
Byrne drew blood again for Meath. O'Sul-
livan, O'Connor and O'Donnell piled up 
the K e r r y points and Halpenny and 
Byrne sna tched two more for Meath be-
fore t he final whistle which left Kerry 
winning 1—11 to 0—5. 

* * * 

Football ProVincial 
Championship 

London won the Provincial Football 
Championship of Grea t Br i t a in a t Bir-
mingham last month when they defeated 
Warwickshire. In an exci t ing game T. 
Timultly in the Warwick goal gave a bril-
liant display. 

London opened the scoring with a point 
from V. Moore and soon S. Mellotte gave 

( C o n t i n u e d in N e x t C o l u m n ) 

Barry Smashes 
Mile Record 

T. J. 'BARRY provided the high-
J light in the athletic contest be-
tween the A.A.U. and the Six-
Counties A.A.A. in Dublin last 
month . He smashed the Irish All-
comers mile record, set up by Doug-
las Wilson last year, by 2/5 seconds. 
Barry's t ime was 4 mins. 15.2 sees. 

Barry was making his own pace 
f rom the s t a r t and ran the first lap 
in 60 sees., his time for the half 
mile was 2 mins. 5 sees. The next 
lap was done in 1 min. 4 sees., and 
his last lap was his slowest, 66.2 
sees. 

Barry has beaten the best in 
Britain this season, including Doug-
las Wilson and, al though he failed 
in the A.A.A. Championships in 
London, we will have a chance to 
see him again this season aga ins t 
Slykhuis of Belgium at the Clon-
Iifie Harr iers second in ternat ional 
sports meet ing in Dublin th is 
month . 

Barry Can Do It 
I believe t ha t Barry is capable of 

holding the Belgian, whose t ime in 
the Championship in the White City 
London, th is year, when he was 
second to Garay of Hungary, was 4 
mins. 12.2 sees. With Slykhuis 
making the pace I am confident 
Barry is capable of equalling t h i s 
t ime. T h e issue will be decided in 
the last hundred yards and it re-
mains to be seen it Barry has got 
the necessary finishing speed. 

In the same contest Prince Ade-
doyin won all four events in which 
he oompeted. The High Jump, t h e 
Long Jump, t he Hop Step and J u m p 
and the 120 yards Hurdles. 

J . P. Riordan won the quar te r 
mile in *9.4 sees, and D. Guiney set 
up a new ground record of 48 f t . 2J 
ins. in winning the 16 lb. shot. 

(Continued f rom Column Two) 
them another . Warwick then launched a 
determined a t t ack which culminated wi th 
a point f rom P. Judge . 

In t he second half London f u r t h e r in-
creased their lead and ran out easy win-
ners with one goal five points to six points. 

SPOTLIGHT ON SPORT 
•By W A N . 

Ireland Win at Lords 
IN a low scoring m a t c h a t Lords last 

m o n t h , the Gent lemen of Ireland de-
feated M.C.C. by seven wickets. Hool, the 
Irish le f t a r m slow bowled, bowled well to 
take five M.C.C. wickets for 19 runs in the 
second innings. Jack Bowden, the LisbUrn 
left a r m spinner, also showed good analy-
sis wi th th ree wickets for f i f teen runs in 
the first innings. 

Highest Individual scorer was L. C. 
Jacobson, Ireland, with forty-six runs. 

The scores were: Gen t l emen of Ireland 
183 and 76 for three wickets; M.C.C. 138 
and 120. 

* * * 
Irish Wrestlers 

r p H f t E E I r i sh wrestlers who lef t I reland 
J last m o n t h for the U.S.A.,- a re Bert 

Heallon, former world champion hammer 
thrower, J . C. Geoghegan, of Leltrim, and 
Jim Cully, the seven foot th ree inches 
Tlpperary wrestler. 

They a re under a year ' s contract to 
wrestle for Mr. Paul Bowser, the Boston 
promoter. 

* * * 

Cycle Polo 

IRELAND beat England by seven goals 
to t o u r a t Selburst Pa rk , In London 

butt m o n t h , to win the in te rna t iona l cycle 
polo prize, "The Lusty T r o p h y . " 

T h i s was Ireland's first t ime to win the 
trophy a n d their acorere were : J . Brooks 
(5) and M. Cooney (2). 

Sion Mills Win Cup 
U I O N MILLS beat Armagh a t Belfast ' 

last m o n t h in the final of the Ulster 
Senior Cricket Cup. 

Scores were: Armagh 238 and 206; Sion 
Mills 319 and 167. A. McFarlane a n d J . 
Flood put on 161 for Sion Mills In the i r 
innings. McFar lane scored 117 and Blood 
87. 

• • , • 
Golf 

I ) SLATTERY, the local schoolmaster , 
defeated J o h n Burke the holder, in 

t he final of t he South of I re land Golf 
Championship, a t Lahinch, last m o n t h . 

He had previously beaten Joe Carr , t h e 
Walker Cup player. 

* • * 

Tennis 

IR I S H tennis players beat England by 
the comfortable marg in of 8-3, in the i r 

in ternat ional in Dublin last month . T h i s 
is the first t ime for twenty years t h a t 
I r e l and 'have beaten "England. 

* * • 

Three Titles for Kelly 
lUTSTANDING performer of t h e 

N.A.C.A. championships a t Dundalk 
last m o n t h was 3 KeUy, Fammfprrr is , who 
won three eventfr-r tbe 100, MO, a n d 440 
yards. J . J . Kelly, JttMontac, also h a d a 
double by wtaBiariJ»i>«WrS>ft«xte: and t h e 
mile. 

O l 

She Was Only a 
Housekeeper's 

Daughter 
FILMS REVIEWED 

B y F ranees Ba rry 

i~)NCE upon a time it was the 
" height of , every British film 
actress 's ambition to "get an offer 
from Hollywood. To-day, however, 
intelligent performers should be 
viewing with some dubiety t he fate 
of their colleagues who have gone 
over to fea ture in American films. 

The Hollywood cameras failed ut-
terly to bring the f r e shnes s and 
charm of Patricia Roc to t he screen 
in the i r production, "Canyon 
Passage." More recently the charms 
of Deborah Kerr, in her first U.S. 
production, were frozen into nullity 
by the combined efforts of director, 
camera-man and make-up artist . 
The reasons for this can only be a 
mat te r for speculation. 

Victim number three is Phyllis 
Calvert, appear ing in the Universal-
In ternat ional production, "Time 
Out of Mind." It is a dreary story 
about t he son of a weal thy New 
England shipowner named Christo-
pher For tune who is a f rus t r a t ed 
musical genius, forced by his hard-
faced f a t h e r to follow the sea. 

We first see the housekeepers 
daughter Kate (Phyllis Calvert) all 
a- twit ter because Chris is coming 
home f r o m sea. He arrives in due 
course—on a stretcher. From then 
on Kate and his sister Rissa (played 
by Ella Raines) conduct a struggle 
to rescue him from the sea and 
send him to Paris. 

"Don't Pity Me" 
Though our musical genius is a 

hefty youth who looks more like a 
footballer, he seems incapable of or-
ganising his own life or coping with 
incidental difficulties. Kate borrows 
the money to send him and Rissa to 
Paris, but there he cont inues to 
make a hash of things, r e tu rn ing 
two years later with a rich wife, a 
taste for liquor and enough self-
pity for a whole Chekov novel. 

He is disgusted with himself for 
plagiarising Debussy, but rich wife 
gets papa to put on a concert for 
him. He gets drunk and Interposes 
snatches f rom Daisy, Daisy" into 
his own composition. Everyone is 
very put out about this, t hough it 
seemed to me a most effective com-
ment on all Hollywood "concertos." 

Kate nurses him with pat ience 
and self-effacement and finally this 
poor hag-ridden boob appea r s on 
the concert pla t form conduct ing his 
"masterpiece," the "New England 
Symphony." His enemies a r e con-
founded and his friends look very 
smug. 

"Don't pi ty me," he snaps, In one 
morbid scene. We didn't. 

The Dangerous A g e 
"N0 1 

SI 

IRA PRENTISS," with Ann 
Sheridan id the name pa r t , is 

an involved story concerning a 
doctor, respeotablr and on the thres-
hold of middle-age, who falls In lovo 
with a cabaret singer. Lacking the 
oourace to tell Ms wife and,children, 

j ha; l i W his own death by changing 
• Identities with a patient who con-

veniently expires in his surgery. By 
an Ironical twist he Is finally con-
* T C t f r deat^ for his own 

V having been rendered un-
l i a b l e by a oar amain. 

Neither Ann Sheridan as the 
singer, nor Kent 8mitti as the 
doctor, rise to the dramatic chal-
lenge of this story. Only the 
doctor's wife, played by Rosemary 
da temp, brings any oonviotlon to 
the tale, it might have been tense: 
It is only straggling and gloomy. 

Spider and Fly 
"TTHE WEB" tells of murder and 

1 double dealing and, despite 
sloatneaa, hangs together wall. Vin-
cent Price is a vary "smooth'' 
murderer and William Bandlx, as 
always, glvas the customers good 
valu* this time as an Mia but 
taeiturn popper. .Ella Raines pro-
vides the mure. The not-so-brlght 
yawns lawyer whe nearly lets him-
self' In (or a aurtfae rap Is pUyad by 

CdmondO' lr ien . 
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M A R C H I N G WITH THE T I M E S , 
VUi-1946." By Douglas Goldr ing. 
(Nicholson & W a t s o n . 10/6 ne t ) . 

HIS book is a pungent reminder , 
not only of those awful years 

of Tory misrule, bungling and ap-
peasement f rom 1931 to their inevi-
table sequel in World War II, but to 
the new garner ing of political 
abomina t ions since then which m a y 
very well lead us all like sheep to 
the s laugh te r in World War I I I . 

In an earlier work, "The Nineteen 
Twenties,'' Douglas Goldring pro-
vided us with a first-rate and highly 
stimulating account of the political 
meandcr ings of those years, if, as 
seems quite likely, we are to experi-
ence w i t h i n our lifetime—say, in t he 
1950 s as the American mi l i ta r i s t s 
are planning—the great ca t a s t rophe 
of atom, chemical and bacterial war-
tare, i t is to be hoped t h a t our 
author will survive in order t h a t he 
may at least have the doubtful plea-
sure of writing, "Were you not 
warned?" But who will be here to 
read i t ? 

"Marching with the Times," is, 
like "The Nineteen Twenties," ad-
dressed to the "floating electorate"— 
that section of the population which 
is not greatly a t tached to any poli-
tical party, keeps a fairly open mind 
and, when an election comes, t r ies to 
vote in accordance with the d ic t a t e s 
of common sense rather t h a n of 
established dogma. In a sense, t h i s 
is the most important section of t h e 
population, for it is just these 
people who sway and decide mos t 
elections. 

Drift to Disaster 
Douglas Goldring's main point is 

that "The more it changes, the more 
it's the same th ing ! " Power r e m a i n s 
in the same hands , and the lesson to 
be learnt is t h a t "our Par l i amenta ry 
system has now become so co r rup t 
that it ma t t e r s very little how we 
vote or wha t group of profess ional 
politicians a re in or out." 

This is a very strong s t a t emen t , 
but one would do well to ponder it. 
Can we not all of us observe a very 
sinister dr i f t in our political life— 
one which bears some highly un -
pleasant resemblances to the pre-
1939 drif t in French politics? 

From the very first page of 
'Marching with the Times" we en-
joy a g rand wide-scale political 
polemic such as could only have been 
written by a m a n who feels deeply, 
who knows his subject thoroughly , 
and who knows how to presen t it 
with vigour, clarity and ar t . Of t en 
in the form of letters to edi tors , 
often in the fo rm of quotation, bu t 
mostly as exposition and r u n n i n g 
commentary, ttie author sweeps 
ahead until we reach with regre t 
the final chapter with the sad t i t le 
"No More Tirades." He says, "Evi-
dently, it is high t ime that I s t a r t e d 
cultivating my garden, and lef t off 
shouting or murmer ing my endless 
disagreements'! The problems 
which have so o f ten kept me awake 
at night, have left my neighbours 
unperturbed. Now, at last, I propose 
to take comfort f rom their enviable 
tranquility and imitate, as f a r as I 
can, their absorption in their own 
a flairs." 

Lest We Forget 
How one sympathises with, t h a t 

statement! But, on whom is t h e 
mantle to fall? There is nobody I 
know or can th ink of with quite t he 
same eagle eye for pouncing upon a 
significant fact , with quite ttie s a m e 

e n sense of smell for the mere 
threat of a bad political odour, t h e 
same range of interests, the s a m e 
assiduity in collecting, ordering a n d 
Presenting those things which YOU 
ought to know for your own good or 
enlightenment. Here is the ideal 
Handbook for antl-Fascists." 

Menace of "Bevinism" 
There is a "Lest we Forget" Ap-

pendix of - "passages selected for 
'"cir continuing significance" f r o m 
» 'en-year mounta in of press cut -
mgs. These are documents, for t h e 

™>st part of our folly. Those who 

ni. . b o o k w m to l n n o d o u b t 

" ' t h e meaning of "Bevinism," or of 
th» \ i * e a r e heading because of 

Z l * , h e l d e a l Handbook for a n t l -
" - delightful r ead ing 

J ^ n beginning to end. 

An Irish Professor Looks 
At Socialism 

"{ ) N E cannot be an e f fec t ive 
social ist w i t h o u t ser ious 

s t u d y of his tory and pol i t ies ; ' 
S o says Profes sor Farr ington , 
a n d these words are the k e y n o t e 
of h i s advice to Irish social ists 
in th is use fu l l i t t le booklet . "The 
Challenge of Socialism," pub-
l i s h e d by the "Irish R e v i e w " 
(6d.) , wh ich e m b o d i e s the sub-
s t a n c e of his l ec tures in Dubl in 
l a s t year to the "Irish R e v i e w " 
readers ' group and the Prome-
t h e a n Society . 

The holding of these lectures and 
their publication in the face of ob-
vious finanoial obstacles is a tribute 
to the enterprise of the editors of 
'Review,' and the pamphlet deserves 
a wide sale in Britain—and not only 
among the Irish. British socialists 
wi l l learn much from it both in sub-
stance and presentation. 

Rich and Poor 
Return ing to his native country 

ihe was born in Cork) a f t e r raanv 
years Professor Far r ington saw and 
h a d the courage to speak out about 
wha t many who have never left have 
s h u t their eyes to. "After living ten 
years on the other side of the Ir ish 
Sea I was shocked to encounter 
aga in what I had known so well in 
I re land, the immense gap between 
r ich and poor," he writes. 

As a socialist he correctly diag-
nosed the disease: "Ir ish capital 
seems to be doing pret ty well . . . . 
w h a t has been emancipated by the 
s t ruggles of the last generation is 
no t the Irish workers but the I r ish 
bourgeoisie." 

Professor Farr ington makes short 
work of the quack remedies for pov-
erty, such as vocationalism, and 
quotes the cynical reply of one Dub-
lin reformer, when asked why Ire-
land could afford to relieve Ireland 
but could not afford to relieve her 

Theatre by A. Leonard 

Manhunt in 
America 

r p o present a rounded picture of the cur-
J- rent American witch-hunt against 
"reds" and "liberals," to deal with the colour 
question, and expose the war-mongering. ex-
pansionist aims of the barons of Wall Street 
—all within the scope of a two-act play—is 
a tall order, even for enterprising Unity 
Theatre. 

Their latest production, "Dragnet," by 
Doger Woddis, makes a brave attempt, and 
even if it does not quite succeed, it was an 
effort well worth making. First difficulty of 
the author was to make the events of the 
anti-labour and "red-baiting" hysteria seem 
convincing to an English audience. Woddis 
has well chosen the framework of a "man-
hunt." A returned Arkansas soldier sides 
with a negro against colour discrimination: 
the negro is blinded by a blow from a cop's 
truncheon, while Joe Demos is arrested. He 
escapes from a lynch mob and goes on the 
run. Meanwhile his English fiancee, who has 
come over to find out what has happened to 
him, meets up with a Soviet Journalist and 
the pair follow Joe across the continent. 

Red - Baiting 
With so wide a canvas, much of the 

characterisation and the political back-
ground is necessarily sketchy, but we get 
glimpses of the lies and distortions put over 
by the Press, the deliberate use of the cinema 
as part of the "red-baiting" campaign, and 
the way that organised workers are fighting 
back. Joe is finally caught and lynched by 
the Klu Klux Klan. but we know that others 
have also had their ideas changed by the 
Impact of the anti-fascist war and that they 
will carry on the fight. 

A short plav with so many scene changes 
must have been a real headache to the 
people backstage, but under the direction of 
Ted Willis the production went over much 
better than one would have expected oh a 
small stage. 

It* run ends on SepU-mlXT 7th, when it Is 
fo l lowed by a revival of "Matohg ir l s ," Kottfrt 
Mitche l l ' s fine d o c u m e n t a r y h a n d l i n g of t h e 
f a m o u s s t r i k e of unski l led Ka»t E n d w o m e n 
workers b a c k i n 1886. 

A.L. 

own poor. "We can rescue refugees 
. . . . without changing our social 
system. We cannot rescue our own 
poor without changing it." 

Are we prepared to do this? There, 
says Farr ington, is the -challenge of 
socialism. 

Challenge of Marxism 
It is difficult to talk simply, 

frankly and openly about socialism 
in Ireland. The subject is sur-
rounded by wishful, prejudiced and 
emot ;onal thinking. Connolly, who:e 
Dublin lectures over th i i ty years ago 
made Professor Far r ing ton a Marx-
ist, found this in his day. But to-
day tliere is less excuse. . 

"Like it or dislike it the socialist 
sixth of the world is a powerful state 
to-day. Like it or dislike it, Com-
munists and Socialists play an in-
creasingly larger role in the govern-
ments of many other countries . . . 
It is no use f ro th ing a t the mouth 
about this . . . . I t is better to try 
and understand it." 

The main principles of historical 
materialism which Connolly adopted 
from Marx are t hen briefly ex-
pounded. 

Professor Far r ing ton effectively re-
buts those who pretend tha t social-
ists preach economic determinism 
and exclude all voluntary purposive 
action. "Marxism is the only philo-
sophy which adequately safeguards 
the freedom of the will . . . . alone 
points out how many .may become 
the master instead of the slave of 
his material environment 
Marxism is not a closed dogmatic 
system but a powerful impetus to 
fresh observation and fresh 
thought." 

Excellent Pamphlet 
This pamphlet is well-written and 

easily read, so much so indeed t ha t 
one wishes the lectures had been 
published in full. But we must be 
glad of the much we have. 

PROF. B. FARRINGTON 

Marxism is not much studied in 
Ireland, despite Ireland's rich con-
tribution to its literature. The pre-
judice which surrounds the subject 
has a political counterpart in the 
failure to s tudy sympathetically the 
great social re forms taking place in 
the new democracies, Polmd, 
Czecho-Slovakia and the Balkans. 

These s ta tes hold lessons of rich 
and immediate value to Ireland. 

Perhaps it is permissible for a re-
viewer to express the hope t h a t Pro-
fessor Far r ing ton , whose lectures 
now published deal so effectively 
with the misconceptions surrounding 
the clerical ideas of scientific socl-,1-
ism, may be invited back to Dublin 
to explain these most recent expres-
sions of Marx ism in t he political 
field and provide us with weapons 
for dispelling prejudice the re also. 

This is a pamphle t I hear t i ly re-
commend. 

C.D.G. 

Synge and the Abbey 
Theatre b y M a i * y F r m r e i s 

' J ' H E row that took place at t h e 
A b b e y T h e a t r e w h e n the "Play-

b o y of the W e s t e r n World" w a s 
first produced is n o w faded a n d 
f a i n t l y comic, l ike a Victorian snap-
shot. The t in t r u m p e t s then p l a y e d 
by the s a b o t a g i n g audience s o u n d 
clearer to our ears in the mouths of 
the barrackers of t h e "Plough and 
the Stars"—poli t ical passions w e 
can understand, but not the need of 
five hundred p o l i c e m e n to k e e p 
order because a character speaks a 
l ine "A drif t of the f inest w o m e n in 
the County M a y o s tanding in the ir 
sh i f t s around m e ! " 

In "Synge and Anglo-Irish Literature" 
(Cork University Press, 7/6), Daniel 
Corkery recalls vividly the older quarrel. 
I t symbolises for him the conflict in the 
work of John Millington Synge—a Pro-
tes tant of the Ascendancy who wrote for 
an intensely Catholic and nationalistic 
people. It symbolises for him also the 
phenomenon in the history of Ir ish 
literature—the existence of writers who 
use the English language to interpret 
Ir ish life. 

i 'ORKERY denies this literature the 
" name of "Irish"—he prefers to call 
it "Anglo-Irish" and suggests that it is 
no more than an exotic branch of Bri-
tish literature, rfc f inds tha t the mass 
of Anglo-Irish writers spring from the 
Ascendancy and whether consciously or 
not are writing as .'spiritual exiles f rom 
their motherland England. 

Synge s tands between the Anglo-Irish 
writers and the writers in Irish. Corkery 
f inds the source and salvation of his 
genius in the fact t h a t he went with 

humility to the people and grew to knovj 
Ireland as a nat ion as well as a place. 

Intense nationalist and religious pre-
judices do no t make for serene and com-
plete criticism, and this is a provocative 
and somewhat coat-trailing book. B u t 
it is a valuable study of a n interest ing 
ar t i s t—"that solitary man JohnJSynge" 
in relation to critics a m o n g his ov rjj 
countrymen. Corkery's b rand of cri t i-
cism makes me clearly unders tand why 
so many I r i sh writers become what h e 
chooses to call "expatriate." 

J O H N SYNGE was born in 1871 id 
' ' Dublin and spent his childhood 
there. T h e n for years he was isolated 
from Ireland. When he l e f t Trinity h e 
spent m^ny years abroad—chiefly l a 
Paris. He re tu rned in 1891 to the Aran 
Islands—obsessed with styllsm and de-
termined " to do for the West of I re land 
what Pierre Loti had done for the Bre-
tons." Gradual ly , however, Ireland took 
him over a n d lie began to elaborate, 
partly f r o m his notebooks, and par t ly 
from the wri t ings of Lady Gregory a n d 
Dougfes Hyde tha t richly imaginative 
Anglo-Irish dialect which he used wi th 
such complete success. He became a 
director of t he Abbey Thea t r e and h i s 
plays contr ibuted greatly to the world 
fame it was to achieve. Apa r t from the 
"Playboy" he wrote for the theatre, "The 
Shadow of the Men,'' "Riders to t h e 
Sea," "Well rtf the Saints"—"The T in -
k e r s Wedding" and "Deirdre of the Sor-
rows,' which was left uncompleted bv h i s 
death ln 1909. 

BOOKS reviewed on this page may 
be ordered from the Book Depart-
ment, "Ir ish Domoorat," 37« Grays 
Inn Road, London, W.C.1. Cash 
with order, please. Postage extra. 
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" M y Jews are a valuable hostage given to me 
by democracy. Anti-Semitic propaganda in 
all countries is an almost indispensable 
medium for the extension of our political 
campaign . . . It is beyond question the most 
important weapon in my propaganda arsenal, 
and almost everywhere of deadly efficiency." 

—Adolf Hit ler. 

STOP THE FASCIST 
JEW-BAITERS 

J E W - B A I T E R S — those enemies of 
the people and friends of Fascism 

—have used the hanging of two 
British sergeants in Palestine to stir 
u p . anti-Jewish feeling in Brka jn . 
Anti-Semitic mobs, led by agents of 
Sir Oswald Mosley, former chief of 
the British Union of Fascists, have set 
fire to synagogues, looted Jewish 
shops and beaten up Jews passing by 
in the streets of Liverpool and Glas-
gow. Blackshirt hooligans have tried 
to organise pogroms in Manchester 
and the East End of London. 

Why this sudden resurgence of anti-
Semitism in Britain? How it it that Goebel's 
slogans can again be heard so soon after the 
war to defeat Nazism? How can we combat 
the insidious propaganda of the Jew-
baiters? 

.To answer these questions is to show how-
reactionaries have always used the Jewish 
people as dupes for their own crimes, and 
how Fascism tries to split and confuse the 
working-class. 

Palestine 
• Palestine is only a temporary issue which 

has been cunningly utilised by Fascists to 
mobilise the hooligan and lumpen-prolet-
ariat elements in British society just as the 
Christian Fronters mobilised the "Animal 
Gang" in Dublin to loot Connolly House. 

British Imperialism aims to ly>ld Pales-
tine as a military base to protect its oil pipe-
lines from Persia and Iraq, and if this issue 
can be used to provoke anti-Jewish outrages 
in Britain so much the better for the Mosley-
ites. 

Anti-Semitism is a weapon which has been 
u?ed, with deadly effect, for thousands of 
years to divert the people's wrath away from 
their real enemies, the exploiters of all 
nations, both Jew and Gentile. 

Roman Emperors used the Jews—as in-
deed. they used the early Christians—as 
seapegoats in the social upheavals which 
took place during the break-up of the slave 
Empire; feudal merchants used the "Jewish 
question" to destroy their commercial com-
petitors; Czarist agents provoked pogroms so 
that the peasantry and middle-classes would 
turn their attention away from the atrocities 
of the Russian Court and nobility; Hitler 
spread his anti-Semitic poison so cunningly 
that the German people became politically 
Insane. 

Fascist Weapon 
"Fascist reactionaries use anti-Semitism 

to disrupt and destroy working-class and pro-
gressive organisations, and to crush the 
masses of the people under the heel of 
monopoly capitalists." says William Gal-
lacher. M P., in an introduction to Rennap's 
excellent book "Anti-Semitism and the Jew-
ish Question" (Lawrence and WLshart. 7/6). 
"The lessons of Germany must never be for-
gotten . . . Antl-Semltlc propaganda Is anti-
working; class propaganda." 

Jew-baiting Is so deadly In Its results be-
cause it preys on Ignorance and superstition. 

Political Hysteria 
Thriving on social backwardness it re-

duces political thought to the crudest form 
of race-hatred and thinking "with the blood" 
i.e., jjpeouraging' the worst instincts in man. 
Uilder its influence men and women cease 
to behave rationally and act like savages who 
have been roused by the tom-toms of a witch 
doctor. 

Political hysteria of the type seen in 
British towns last month may oecasldnally 
also be found in the darker corners of North-

SAYS 
Flann Campbell 

ern Ireland when the Orange drums begin to 
beat, and fanatical Orangemen are whipped 
into anti-Catholic excesses. 

Peadar O'Donnell, the Republican author, 
stressed this point when he wrote: "Sectar-
ian strife is but a way of bewildering the 
great common people at moments of crises. 
Anti-Catholicism in Belfast, anti-Semitism 
in Dublin are like in origin and purpose." 

Socialist Reply 
Anti-Semitism in a diffused and general-

ised form is widespread throughout Ireland 
and Britain. Let us examine some of the al-
legations against the Jews, show how they 
arose, and give the Socialist answer to them: 

1. Christ was crucified by the Jews. Many 
children are taught this untruth in their 
cradles, and il naturally tends to colour 
their whole attitude to the Jews. In fact, 
of course, Christ was himself a Jew, and 
was crucified by Roman legionaries as 
much as by rich Jewish priests. 
2. Jews are a strange people with foreign 
ways and customs. Admittedly the Jews 
tend to congregate together in their own 
communities. Reasons for this are (a) 
their religion which opposes inter-marriage 
with non-Jews, and (b) the historical de-
velopment of the ghetto principle of segre-
gating Jews in medieval towns. 
3. Jews arc traders, and dislike manual 
work and farming. Jews tend to concen-
trate In trading and "middlemen" occupa-
tions because In antiquity they lived in 
Palestine which was the great trading 
centre of the Middle East. During the 
Middle Ages they were debarred from en-
tering guilds and holding land in various 
European countries, and were encouraged 
by the feudal nobility to act as merchants. 
Millions of proletarian Jews are to-day 
found in the Soviet Union and big Indus-
trial centres like New York, London and 
Leeds In Palestine and Biro-Bidjan (Jew-
ish slate in Soviet Union) they thrive as 
farmers and fruit-growers. 

Christian Moneylenders 
4. Jews control the world's banking sys-
tems, and are notorious money-lenders. In 
the Middle Agos Jews tended to become 
money-lenders because for a time the tak-
ing of usury was strictly forbidden to 
Christians by the Church. To-day it is un-
true to say that Jews predominate In bank-
ing. 

Not one Jew is a director of an Irish 
bank. Catholic and Protestant money-
lenders and pawnbrokers outnumber Jews 
probably ten to one in Dublin and Belfast. 
In Britain only 4 out of 150 bank directors 
of the "Big Five" banks are Jews. 
5. Jews control Press and films. Not one 
national newspaper in Ireland or Britain 
is owned or edited by a Jew. British films 
are controlled 80 per cent, by Mr. J . 
Arthur Rank, a pillar of the Methodist 
Church. Mr. Rank has recently bought 
control of several cinemas in Dublin, Cork 
and Limerick. 

Malicious Lies 
Contradicting the malicious anti-Semitic 

falsehoods which are deliberately spread by 
the Fascists, we find the immense contribu-
tion to civilisation by people of Jewish birth. 

Marx, the founder of scientific Socialism, 
was a Jew. Heine, the German poet, and 
Proust, the French novelist, were Jews. So 
were Freud, the Austrian psycho-analyst, 
Spinoza, the philosopher, and Mendelssohn, 
the composer. Einstein, the world's most 
famous physicist, is a Jew, while the Jewish 
contribution to medical science is so vast 
that it cannot be recorded in a short article. 
Twenty-two Nobel Prizes have been won by 
Jews. 

Music and art, science and medicine, 
literature and politics have all been enriched 
by Jews—which is more than can be said for 
their enemies, the Fascists. 

Fight Anti-Semitism. 
Irish workers in Britain must fight even-

manifestation of anti-Semitism, no matter 
how mild or harmless it may seem. 

Irish exiles, themselves a national and 
religious minority in a foreign country, 
have most to lose by a wave of race-
hatred. Every exile knows how bitter has 
been the struggle to breal? down anti-
Irish prejudice, and must realise that it is 
a short step from saying "Down with the 
dirty Jews" to "Down with the dirty Irish." 
Ireland, above all countries, knows the 

bitterness of national and religious humilia-
tion. Catholics, too, know 'how minorities 
may often be blamed for social evils for 
which they have no responsibility. 

Tertullian, that famous Father of the 
Church, aptly recounts how the earlv Christ-
ians were blamed for most of the ills in the 
Roman Empire: "If the Tiber overflows in-
to the city, if the Nile does not overflow into 
the countryside, if the heavens remain un-
moved. if the earth quakes, if there is 
famine and pestilence, at once the cry goes 
up: 'To the lions with the Christians. '" 

End Race Hatred 
Fortunately, Ireland itself Is more or less 

free from organised Jew-baiting, though 
Blueshlrts, Ailtirl na hAiseirlghe, Christian 
Fronters, the Catholic "Standard" and even 
—more shame to them!—certain Republi-
cans, have from time to time expressed open 
or veiled anti-Semitic opinions 

Racial hatred can best be fought by expos-
Inr the Fascists who try to use It as a politi-
cal weapon, and strengthening the Labour 
movement which alone can abolish the evil 
creed of racialism. 

CINEMA by ALEC DIGGES 

CHILDREN & 
. ESKIMOS 

« 
i r T H E R E are t w o m a i n a p p r o a c h e s ; 

c h i l d r e n in the C i n e m a wor : • 
O n e is the approach of g rown- ; ; : , 
w h o h a v e n e v e r d e v e l o p e d beyon.i 
the "Magnet" and t h e " G e m " ami 
s i m i l a r publ i ca t ions i n w h i c h 
g r o w n - u p codes of h o n o u r and be-
h a v i o u r a r e s u p e r - i m p o s e d o n 
y o u n g schoolboys . A w o r l d in 
w h i c h the h o n o u r of t h e school, 
cads, tuckshops and w i n n i n g 
' 'sixers" d o m i n a t e and l imi t the 
hor izons of y o u t h f u l t h o u g h t . 

T h e other approach is one in which the 
director of a film recaptures not alon•> 
the outward manifestations of youthli:'. 
ness but, bringing imagination and sym-
pathy to bear, succeeds in identifying 
himself psychologically with that mos: 
wonderful of all subjects—a child 's mind. 
T h a t th is is not an easy feat to accom-
plish, a long succession of failures una 
the creation of synthetic Shirley Temn'.e 
types, bears witness. 

FRENCH FILMS 
T OOKING back across the years a hand-
* - ful of films about chi ldren stand on: 

—"Madchen in Uniform," "Emil and tr. .• 
Detective," "Poil de Carot te" to name 
but a few; particularly "Poil de Caroti" ' 
which I unhesitat ingly recommend y< 
to see on its next revival. 

"Les Disparus de St. Agil" a t Studio One, 
Oxford Street, London, is not, perhaps, a 
great film but it displays once again thai 
sympathy and insight so typical of the 
better French producers. I t recreates 
something of tha t glorious world of make 
believe in which children live and which 
is jus t as real to them as t he world o: 
a tom bomb, crises and ra t .on book is to 
the adult, a world in which the dreams 
of children are the only realities and 
grown-ups are huge fan tas t ic creatures 
ful l of unpredictable whims and in-
credible follies. 

If you have anything of the child left in 
your menta l make-up, and who hasn't, 
you will chuckle wistfully over the es-
capades of the youthful members of 
"Mar t ins" secret society a t St. Agils, and 
as you step out on to the pavement and 
the glaring sun a quick glance at the 
evening paper will emphasise your sor-
row at having left your par t icular St. 
Agils. 

NANOOK 

IF the heat wave has not aba ted by the 
t ime of reading you might do worse 

t h a n visit "Nanook of the North"—a day 
in the life of an Eskimo—filmed by Rob-
ert Flaher ty way back in t he pioneer 
days of 1923. Re-edited, one suspects not 
a l together to its advantage, dubbed with 
music and given a spoken commentary, 
"Nanook of the North"- still remains one 
of the most exciting films to be seen in 
the -West End to-day. With a central 
theme of man ' s struggle aga ins t the 
forces of na ture for survival and exist-
ence, "Nanook" by implication mus t rank 
among the great revolutionary classics. 

Simply and without comment Flaherty 
takes this theme and letting his camera 
introduce you to Nanook and his family, 
he leaves you finally feeling that a 
humani ty which can achieve such 
miracles of patience, s t reng th and hero-
ism, can know no final bounds. 

T h i s is a film whose message extends far 
beyond the walls of ice wi th which 
Nanook and his family are surrounded. 
Nanook in his primitive struggles has a 
great and majest ic quality and some-
th ing of this quality of greatness, unci r 
the skilful direction of Flaher ty , reaches 
out to the mind of the spectator. 

FLAHERTY 
I ^ L A H E R T Y ' S early films played an im-
' por tant role in the influencing of 

those young men and women who were 
finally welded together under the leader-
ship of tha t fine and tireless pioneer of 
filmcraft, John Grierson. An influence 
which together with tha t of the early 
Russian film productions h a s done nn:<ii 
to establish England as the leading conn-
try in the world to-day in the liekl of 
documentary. 

Try and see "Nanook" not because it is a 

film of historical and sociological inter-
est but for its warm humani ty and the 
rich warm quality of understanding 
which Flaher ty brings to bear on his 
work. You will be well rewarded. 
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