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"S V I C T I M S 
S L E E P m D I T C H E S 

by P. J. M U S G R O V E 

THREE NIGHTS the bombs have fallen on Belfast. Three 

thousand men, women and children have fled to the safety 

of the South where they have been welcomed by their fe'low 

Irishmen. Six thousand women and children from the most 

devastated areas of ENGLAND have also sought sanctuary 

in that small, yet determined, State which has fought 

tenaciously to maintain its neutrality. And still the war-

mongers call for Ireland to surrender her neutrality and bring 

the filth and bestiality of organised slaughter to Dublin, Cork 

and Galway—to add bloodshed and mangled bodies to the 

already existing privation of the British blockade. 

" IT^HAT did the raid mean for Belfast? 

. * * We will let the censored Belfast 

press tell the story: 

"Commercial and business houses are 
mere heaps of rubble, or perhaps a 
gaunt wall, starkly silhouetted against 
the smcke still rising from the ruins. . . 
One well-known thoroughfare, lined 
with long-established shops, is nothing 
but a giant mound of stones. . . A work-
ing class area was most heavily hit. A 
shelter was completely demolished when 
hit by a high explosive. . . Working class 
homes have been badly hit. . . Rescue 
workers were unceasingly probing debris 
of buildings for bodies." (Irish Weekly, 

10/5 41). 

And so it goes on. "Workers' homes . . . 

shelter demolished . . . probing for bodies" 

—this is the promise which Churchill ex-

tends to Ireland when he demands the 

ports: a repetition of the burning of Cork 

by Sir John Anderson's Black-and-Tans, 

of tltt shelling of O'Connell Street, Llo-

erty Hall and the Four Courts, only on a 

bigger and bloodier scale. 

This is the culmination, the supreme 

achievement of imperialism' which can 

only survive by feeding on the blood of 

smaller nations. 

In "Northern Ireland" the rising tide of 

indignation threatens Andrews' despotic 

Government. His party has been beaten 

in the constituency formerly represented 

by the late Craigavon. 

The opposition has called for the resig-
nation of the Minister of Public Security 
on the grounds of his callous neglect for 
the safety of the people during and after 
the raids. 

Listen even to Tommy Henderson, M.P., 

speaking in Stormont: 

"Hundreds of Irishmen, Protestant 

and Catholic, have lost their lives bring-

ing food to this country. There Is a day 

coming when Irishmen, Protestant and 

Catholic, will curse the name of the 

man who permitted this. . . 

"Make no mistake about it. Hitler in 
his blitz did not select Protestants, or 
Catholics, or Socialists. It was every-
body. . . The conditions since the blitz 

have brought horror to me. I cried and 

cried when I saw what had taken place. 

You are responsible for it." 

S L E E P I N G IN F I E L D S 
Referring to the tens of thousands of 

Belfast working people who nightly trek 

to the outlying country districts to sleep 

in hedges or to spend long sleepless hours 

waiting for the dawn because the Govern-

ment of rich men refuse to supply ade-

quate shelters, Mr. HendAson continued: 

"Will the Prime Minister come with 

me to-night to the mountains, to the 

shoughs and the fields and see the 

people lying there on the damp ground? 

These are the people and the children 

who are going to build a better Ulster. 

. . . I f there was no war I would do 

twelve months Imprisonment for you. 

"The Catholics and the Protestants 
a i t together now, mixing together and 
talking to each other on their way to the 
hills, and they blame the Government." 
And there Mr. Henderson, perhaps un-

consciously, showed the way out. "Catho-

lics and Protestants are together now. . ." 

That is the answer. Only the unity of 

the ordinary working people of the north 

can chase into obscurity that self-inter-

ested clique which with armed police, the 

destruction of the most elementary legal 

rights, underhand "Jerrymandering" of 

elections, the maintenance of a permanent 

Rrmed garrison, and the terrorism of the 

Special Powers Acts has been able to main-

tain its privileges. 

The Rt, Hon. J. Milne Barbour, the mil-

lionaire; Sir Dawson Bates, the lawyer 

who destroyed all legal rights; Sir Basil 

Brook, the rancher; Lord Londonderry, 

personal friend of Ribbentrop—these are 

some of the men who drove the people of 

Belfast to the hills or the cemeteries more 

than did the bombs of the Luftwaffe. 

Ireland must be defended. But what is 

the defence of Ireland without the defence 

of the men. women and children of Ire-

land? The overwhelming majority of the 

Irish people have declared for indepen-

dence, for neutrality. They are prepared 

to .defend their territory against attack 

from any quarter. But this cannot be done 

under a Government which permits 

thousands to lie in the open fields, which 

refuses proper shelters, which refuses to 

open large country mansions for refugees. 

Only a government which represents the 

people and not a handful of wealthy men 

can protect Ireland from invasion or from 

fascism. 

Each day that passes sees the further 

discrediting of the Unionist Junta. Each 

day that passes sees the approach of that 

united and free Ireland which alone can 

protect the common people and their 

national territory from imperialism and 

fascism from either within or without. 

Irishmen 
Treated 
"Like Cattle" 
M 

ORE information has reached us re-

garding the outrageous treatment 

meted out to Irish workers here, who have 

been employed by agents iij Ireland for 

work in Britain. A glaring example is 

reported from Nottingham. A large crowd 

of Irishmen arrived for a job run by Wim-

peys. The men say that the gangers who 

engaged them treated them like cattle. 

They were taken to the job in coaches and 

found no room in the huts, with the result 

that they were forced to spend the night 
in the coaches without food or drink. 

Here is a clear case where organisation 

is necessary, and already attempts have 

been made to form a Connolly Club in Not-

tingham. 

The National Committee of <he Connolly 
Club are making immediate representa-
tions to Wimpeys and also to the Eire High 
Commisisoner. 

* * * 

A young Irish girl was refused a job on 

a "green card'' from the.Labour Exchange 

because she was Irish. Will they say she 

is not liable to Industrial Conscription for 

this same reason? 

* * * 
One "affluent" exile has asked if there 

are any restuictions on taking money to 

Ireland, and we are glad to inform him 

that there are none. 

* * * 

Prom the various letters received during 

the month, It appears that exiles are not 

yet clear as to how to obtain Exit Permits. 

Application must first be made to the 

Irish High Commissioner, 33 Regent 

Street, London, S.W.I, for an Irish Travel 

Permit. You must then apply for applica-

tion forms from the Passport Authorities, 

Dartmouth Street, London, 6.W.I . Having 

completed these, you must return them, 

NO CONSCRIPTION 
FOR N. IRELAND 

« 

Churchi l l ' s Threat to the Nor th 
CHURCH ILL AND A N D R E W S A R E CONSIDERING CON-

SCRIPTION FOR " N O R T H E R N IRELAND. " Following 

Churchill's promise in the British Commons to make ah 

early statement on the matter, the Stormont Premier has 

visited Downing Street to plead for the application of 

conscription to his unsettled territory. Fierce opposition 

from many quarters has been already aroused both in Ireland 

and England. 

THE GOSPEL OF 
TODAY 

Might was right when Christ was hanged 

beside the Jordan's foam; 

Might was right when Gracechus bled 

Upon the stones of Rome; 

And might was right when Connolly fell; 

When Emmet passed away— 

"Tis the logic of the ancient world 

And the gospel of to-day." 

Might was right when Spartacus 

Went down in seas of blood; 

And when the Commune perished 

In the self-same crimson flood. 

And might was right at Cripple Creek, 

Four Courts and Ballyneety, yea— 

"Tis the logic of the ancient world 

And the gospel of to-day." 

Might is right when children die 

By thousands in the mills; 
When jewelled hands reach down and 

take 
The gold their blbod distils; 

And might is right when maidens give 
Their love dreams up for pay— 

'•Tis the logic of the ancient world 
And the gospel of to-day." 

Might was, and is, and e'er will be 

The one and only right; 

And so. ye hosts of toil, awake! 

Ye working men. unite! 

Unite! Unite! For might is right— 

'Tis Freedom's only way; 

"Tis the logic of the ancient world 

And the gospel of to-day." 

# ANON. 
1 From "An Phoblacht," 12/1/35) 

enclosing your Irish Travel Permit, and 

you will then receive your Exit Permit. 

For a temporary Permit it is necessary 

to obtain a note from your employer stat-

ing you are going on a holiday. If you 

arc going home for good, you must apply 

for a "letter of recommendation" to the 

Irish High Commissioner. 

* * * 

Send your queries to "Exiles' Advisory 

Council." 58 Theobalds Road, London, 

W.C.I, enclosing a stamped addressed en-
velope. Donations will always be wel-

comed to help us with our important work. 

r pHE question was raised in Westmin-

J- ster by Sir A. Somerville (Tory), 

backed by the Belfast reactionaries Sir 

Hugh O'Neill and Prof. Savory. Somer-

ville considered that "the present nega-

tive policy" was "a slight on their 

patriotism.'' 

In reply to Mr. Buchanan (Lab.), who 

wished to know if representations from 

the Irish Government would be considered, 

Churchill replied that representations 

from any quarter were always considered. 

I t will be remembered that, on its intro-

duction in England, conscription was also 

applied in "Northern Ireland," but was 

withdrawn from that area after protests 

from Mr. De Valera. 

The Irish bishops have expressed strong 
opposition to the threat. Cardinal Mao-
rory has issued a statement declaring 
that their attitude is that of two years 
ago, when they opposed a conscription 
proposal. 

Northern Nationalists at a meeting in 

Belfast have already pledged themselves 
"to resist conscription by the most effective 
means consonant with the law of God." 

Connolly Club speakers in London and 

elsewhere have called for a determined 

stand by exiles in England and by the 

Irish at home, north and south, against 

this detested policy. 

In Ireland in 1918 the Anti-Conscrip-

tion Campaign united the Irish people in 

an attack on British imperialism which 

forced it to retreat, licking its wounds. 

This can happen again. This must hap-

pen again. 

The ludicrous posturing of the Stor-

mont autocrats when they demand con-

scription in order to prove "Ulster's loy-

alty" is obvious to the world. How is it 
that "loyal Ulster" is not flocking to enlist 
voluntarily and, by so demonstrating thefr 
"loyalty," render conscription unnecessary? 

This la-test move cannot be dissociated 

from the existence in the North of a vast 

army of unemployed; of hundreds of 

thousands of men and women seething 

with rage against the demonstrated in-

efficiency and callousness of the Govern-

ment's failure to provide protection and 

relief from German bombs. 

[Since the above article was written, 
Mr. Churchill has stated that conscrip-
tion will not now be applied to Northern 
Ireland.—Ed.1 

JIMMY KATER 
r p H E working class movement in Belfast 

' has suffered a great loss in the death, 

as a result of the blitz on Belfast, of 

J immy Kater and his wife. 

Born in Greenock, Jimmy worked in the 

Belfast shipyard as a joiner. He was in 

the forefront of the revolutionary workers 

against the Imperialist war of 1914-1918. 

With a small group of members of the 

Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers he 

fought the vicious pogrom which drove 

thousands of Nationalist workers out of 

the shipyards in 1920. The action of this 

union in calling its members out on strike 

against the pogrom Is part of the history 

of Belfast Labour. 

I first met J immy In 1930, when a sec-

tion of the Labour movement organised 

the Workers' Revolutionary Groups. 

J immy was prominent as an orator In the 

great unemployed struggle of October 

1932. 

On Monday, 10th October, 1932, mighty 

meetings were held throughout the City in 

preparation for the mass demonstration 

on "Bloody Tuesday." The city was seeth- . 

ing. Everywhere armed police were active. 

J immy spoke at the meeting in Sandy 

Row, the "loyalist" stronghold. Over 1 000 

workers gathered at the meeting. 

K A T E R AND T O M M A N N 
On the following Friday Tom Mann 

arrived in Belfast. I met h im in J immy 
Kater's house that morning. I told Tom 
that all meetings had been banned by the 
Northern Government. Tom was not 
daunted. " I f the unemployed decide to 
hold a meeting, I'll speak," he said. Im-
mediately J immy spoke up, " I f you speak, 
Tom, I 'm doing chairman," he said. This 
was typical of his whole life. In the fol-
lowing year he was sentenced to live 
months imprisonment for " harbouring " 
Sean Murray, who had defied a deporta-
tion order. 

His wife was of the same spirit. Their 

home provided hospitality for many 

leaders of the British Labour Movement. 

They have fallen victims to the forces 

they fought. While we extend our symr 

pathy to their son and daughter, we 

pledge ourselves to see that the world 

Jimmy Kater worked for—a world free 

from the horrors of war and imperialism— 

may be realised In the shortest time. 
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EDITORIAL 

OUR POLSCY 
l N this month of June, the memory 

of Wolfe Tone will be honoured 

throughout Ireland. 

The Stormont Government wil l , of 

course, allow no public demonstra-

tions, but we can be sure Wolfe Tone 

will be honoured in his native Ulster 

despite the threats from the Authori-

ties. De Valera wi l l also ban the tra-

ditional parade of militant Republi-

cans. 

Tins fact alone proves that the 

dream of Wol fe Tone, of an Ireland I 

free from British rule, is not yet a 

reality. To-day, the men of property 

rule the country to the detriment of 

the common people. 

" I r ish Freedom" salutes Tone's 

memory and takes this opportunity to 

restate the policy it places- before the 

exiles in Britain. 

We stand for the full freedom of the 

Irish people, for a united Irish Repub-

lic free from British imper ia l i sm; 

free, too, from the grasping grip of 

Irish capitalists and landlords; an Ire-

land as Connolly would have had it, 

as Pearse would have had it, in the 

hands of the common people of Ire-

land. 

We stand for the neutrality of Ire-

land in the present war between Ger-

many and Britain, because we are 

convinced it is a war between two 

imperialisms for new territory, profits 

and markets. Irish neutrality, there-

fore, is an aid to the Irish people and 

the British people to struggle for a 

peace that wi l l end wars for ever. 

The neutrality of Ireland must be 

extended to Northern Ireland, and a 

great movement of protest must grow 

against the threat of Conscription to 

that area. 

We maintain that the neutral ity of 

Ireland cannot be assured with the aid 

of Cosgrave, Di l lon and those who be-

trayed us in 1921. These men must be 

hounded from public life in Ireland. 

The defence of the country can only 

be guarded by placing the burdens of 

war on the rich, by raising the stan-

dard of life of the ordinary people, 

by the release of all prisoners in ja i l 

for Ireland. 

"Irish Freedom" stands for the end-

ing of the Part i t ion of Ireland, declar-

ing this to be the responsibility of the 

British Government, which mainta ins 

the semi-Fascist Government of An-

drews by subsidies and an armed gar-

rison. and by conniving at the brutal 

oppression of the people in that area. 

We maintain that the British rul ing 

class deliberately keeps Ireland di-

• vided because it fears the genuine de-

mocracy of a United Ireland. 

"Irish Freedom" protests against the 

conscription of Irish men and women 

in Britain. Brit ish Imperialism is res-

ponsible for the mass emigration 

from Ireland. To-day in Northern Ire-

land men and women are forced to 

emigrate or be refused unemployment 

assistance. The policy of conscription 

is, therefore, rightly abhorred by 

Irish men and women in Britain. 

This paper supports, encourages and 

helps in every possible way to develop 

the work of the Connolly C lub in its 

efforts to organise the Irish in Britain. 

A strong organisation in this country, 

unit ing the best-elements among Re-

publican and Labour men and women, 

can aid in the struggle for freedom 

and also protect the rights and inter-

ests of the Irish people. 

We further declare our solidarity 

with the mi l i tant workers in Bri ta in 

who are struggl ing against the mon-

ied people of this country for better 

wages and conditions and for an end 
to the rule of the rich. We are in line 
with the best traditions "of Irish his-
tory in this respect. It is the policy 
of Tone, Emmet, Mitchell, Connolly, 

(Continued at foot of last oolumn) 

IRELAND'S FIRST 
REPUBLICAN 

T H E month ol June will ever be the 
J- occasion in Ireland for homage to 

Wolfe Tone, the founder of Irish Repub-
licanism. the friend of "the men of no 
Property," and true international demo-
crat. At an early age Tone became a pas-
sionate advocate for the cause of Irish 
freedom. The appalling poverty of the 
people was, he wrote, due to British rule, 
and he accordingly devoted his life and 
freely laid it down for the common people 
of Ireland. 

One of his earlier pamphlets created a 
stir throughout Ireland when Tone de-
manded the "breaking of the connection 
with England—the cause of all our ills," 
and he established communication with 
other Irishmen of similar thought. He was 
overjoyed when the news reached Ireland 
of the great French Revolution, which had 
overthrown the power of the aristocracy 
in France i short-lived though the power 
of the people was). The slogan "Liberty. 
Equality and Fraternity'' found its echo in 
Ireland among the masses of the people, 
both Protestant and Catholic. Tone, Rus-
sell. Neilson, McCracken, and their friends 
at once set themselves the task of for-
warding this unity of the people. 

The manifesto of the "United Irishmen" 
found a ready response among the masses 
of the Irish people. It is interesting and 
instructive to * read again the stirring 
words of that call long ago to the Irish 
people. 

"This Society is likely to be a means 
the most powerful for the promotion of 
a great end. What end? The Rights of 
Man in Ireland. The greatest happiness 
of the great number; the inherent and 
indefeasible claims of every free nation 
to rest in this nation. 

"Tire external business of this Society 
will be . . . communications with socie-
ties abroad—as the Jacobin Club of 
Paris, the Revolutionary Society in 
England." 

"Let the nations go abreast. 
"When the aristocracy come forward, 

the people fall backward; when the 
people come forward, the aristocracy, 
fearful of being left behind, insinuate 
themselves into our ranks and rise into 
timid leaders or treacherous auxiliaries. 

"On the 14th July, the day which shall 
ever commemorate the French Revolu-
tion. let this Society pour out their first 
libation to European liberty, eventually 
the liberty of the world. 

" 'Dieu et nos droits' (God and Our 
Rights)—let every Irishman cry aloud to 
each other the cry of mercy, of justice, 
and of victory." 
Of this manifesto. Connolly says, " It 

would be hard to find in mexjern Socialist 
literature anything more broadly inter-
national in its scope and aims, . . . or 
more avowedly democratic in its nature 
than this manifesto, yet all his present-
day professed followers constantly trample 
upon and repudiate every one of these 
principles. . . . 

"The Irish Socialist alone is in line with 
the thought of this revolutionary apostle 
of the United Irishmen." 

IN E X I L E 
The success of the movement resulted in 

brutal imprisonments, and a campaign of 
terror among the people. In 1794, Tone 
was forced to leave Ireland. He spent two 
and a half years in France endeavouring 

by MICHAEL McINERNEY 
to secure aid from tile French revolution-
aries. 

The result of that aid is well known. 
The forces that landed met with initial 
successes, but were eventually over-
powered before making contact with the 
main forces inside Ireland. Tone was 
captured. 

Before leaving Ireland he, Russell, Neil-
son, Simms and McCracken had, at Cave 
Hill, sworn "never to desist until we had 
subverted the authority of England over 
our country and asserted her indepen-
dence." 

And faithfully Tone remained true to 
that oath. His bearing in prison was 
proud and brave. No withdrawal of his 
principles was ever manifested, and he 
calmly accepted the sentence of death 
from the court of English officers. 

In his speech from the dock he publicly 
avowed his principles: 

"From my earliest youth I have re-
garded the connection with England as 
the curse of the Irish nation, and felt 
convinced that whilst it lasted this 
country could never be free or happy." 

The principles which Tone' preached, 
the words of hope which he uttered to the 
impoverished people, had put terror into 
the landlord aristocracy, and even on the 
eve of his death they showed their 
hostility. 

Rich Catholics and Protestants alike 
scorned the efforts of John Philpot Curran 
to secure subscriptions for a writ of 
habeas corpus. Curran, however, secured 
the writ, but when he visited the prison 
he found Tone fatally bleeding from a 
wound which his jailers said was self-in-
flicted. 

I t is the verdict of Irish history that 
this great patriot and international demo-
crat met his death at the hands of his 
jailers and suffered the fate of thousands 
of Irishmen before and since for their 
devotion to freedom's cause. 

Tone was the father of true Irish demo-
cracy. His devotion to Ireland was 
equalled by his love for the common people 
of all lands. His principles alone were 
able to unite Catholic and Protestant in 
his day—the principles which later on in 
Emmet's day, in Mitchel's day, and in 
Connolly and Pearse's day, prevailed in the 
common struggle against the greatest 
enemy of democracy—British Imperialism. 

For exiles, Tone has a special message. 
His appeal was to the "men of no pro-
perty," and the vast mass of exiles are 
such. And again in the manifesto of the 
United Irishmen he tells us to unite with 
democracy abroad, the "Revolutionary 
Society of England," in other words with 
the common people of Britain, who are 
victims of the same class of aristocratic 
landlords and capitalists who have pre-
vented the friendship of true democracy 
between the common people of both 
countries. 

Let the words of Tone's friends be 
noted: "It is the union of mind that 
ought to bind these nations together." 

Let us honour Tone this month by 
pledging ourselves anew to free Ireland 
from Imperialism, to preserve our coun-
try's neutrality, to demand the release of 
all those who are in prison for their loy-
alty to Ireland, and thus this year pay 
true homage to Ireland's greatest demo-
crat. 

THE BASIS OF FREEDOM 
TERENCE MacSWINEY 

[The following article was written by 
Terence MacSwiney, Republican Lord 
Mayor of Cork, who died after seventy-
four days hunger strike in Brixton 
Prison on 25th October, 1920. His 
prophetic words are a lesson for 
to-day.—Ed.) 

I F we want full revenge for the past the 
' best way to get it is to remain as we 

are. As we are, Ireland is a menace to 
England. We need not debate this—she 
herself admits it by her continued efforts 
to pacify us in her own stupid way. Would 
she not ignore us if it were quite safe so 
to do? On the other hand, if we succeed 
in our efforts to separate from her, the 
benefit to England will be second only to 
our own. This might strike us strangely, 
but 'tis true, not the less true because 
the English people could hardly under-
stand or appreciate it now. 

The military defence of Ireland is almost 
farcical. A free Ireland could make it a 
reality—could make It 'strong against in-
vasion. This would secure England from 
attack on our Bide. 

No one it, I take it, >o foolish u to sup-
pose, being free, we would enter quarrels 
not ow own. We should remain neutral. 

Our common sense would so dictate; our 
sense of right would so demand. 

The freedom of a nation carries with it 
the responsibility that It be no menace to 
the freedom of another nation. The free-
dom of all makes for the security of all. If 
there are tyrannies on earth, one nation 
cannot set things right, but it is still 
bound so to orcfer its own affairs as to be 
consistent with universal freedom and 
friendship. 

And, again, strange as it may seem, 
separation from England will alone make 
for final friendship with England. For 
no one is so foolish as to" wish to be for 
evter at war with England. It is un-
thinkable. 

Now the mo6t beautiful motive for free-
dom is vindicated. Our liberty stands to 
benefit the enemy instead of injuring him. 
If we want to Injure him we should re-
main as we are—a menace to him. The 
opportunity will come, but It would hardly 
make us happy. 

This but makes clear a need of the 
human race. Freedom rightly considered 
is not a mere setting-up of a number of 
Independent units. I t makes for harmony 
among nations and good fellowship on 
earth. 

Tributes to Connolly . . . 

THE IRISH ARE 
ORGANIZING 

r PHE twenty-fifth anniversary of Jaaie* 
-1- Connolly's execution was marked by 
the Connolly Club LONDON DISTRICT'S 
Commemoration Meeting in Hyde Park 
The huge crowd was addressed by P j 
Musgrove, Bob Fairley and E..Pappy who 

| brought to the gathering a message of 
support from his fellow Cypriots. 

All speakers stressed the importance a' 
the present day of Connolly's writing* 
during the first World War. Mr. Mus-
grove declared: "This meeting is no: 
merely a formal tribute to the memory of 
a great man. Here to-day we must pledge 
ourselves to carry on the struggle of tire 
men of f916 and, in the light of James 
Connolly's writings and struggles during 
the first imperialist world war, achieve thi-
free Irish Republic and that international 
friendship of the common people of all 
lands for which James Connolly lived and 
died." 

Other open-air meetings have been held 
' during the month at Hyde Park and Nuts-
ford Place. Edgware Road. Rally to the 
Tricolour in Hyde Park every Sunday at 
4.30! 

During the month, the Secretary of the 
Connolly Club paid a flying visit to the 
West Country. In BRISTOL it is hoped 
to form a group of Irish Freedom sellers, 
as has already been done in BATH, where 
the nucleus of-a branch of the Connolly 
Club already exists. Tliree meetings were 
held in Bath; one in the morning in the 
Little Theatre, an informal afternoon 
meeting, and an open-air meeting in the 
town which attracted considerable atten-
tion and support from Irish and English, 
alike. All readers in Bristol and Bath 
areas are asked to write to the London 
office, when they will be put in touch with 
the local groups. 

In GLOUCESTER, Mr. Musgrove ad-
dressed an enthusiastic meeting. Powerful 
support for the Club has already been won. 

The following Committee has been 
elected: Hugh Cassidy (Chairman), James 
Ryan (Secretary), Matt Crowley (Tresasu-
rer), John Murphy, Miss Agnes Todd. Dave 
Russell and Dan Murphy. Arrangements 
for extensive sales of "Irish Freedom" 
have been made, also for the holding of 
regular branch and public meetings, and 
Irish dances. 

Every Irish man ana woman in ana 
near Gloucester should write immediately 
to Mr. James Ryan, 22 Alexandra Road, 
Gloucester. 

" T H E WEST'S A W A K E " 
In DAGENHAM, Essex, the formation of 

a Branch of the Club is long overdue, and 
at last steps are being taken in thai, 
direction. All those interested should 
communicate with Jim Keelian, 28 Rut-
land-road, Uford. An inaugural meeting 
will shortly be called. 

Over 100 people attended the Connolly 
Commemoration meeting in Bristol Street 
Schools, BIRMINGHAM. Michael Lehane 
presided. 

Mr. Judge, veteran of 1916, gave per-
sonal recollections of Connolly and 
stressed the importance of Irishmen join-
ing in the Labour and Trade Union 
movement in Britain. 

In a stirring speech, Mr. Barr presented 
the full case for Irish neutrality. He 
urged Irish men and women to join the 
Connolly Club. 

Mr. Krishna Menon (India League) 
conveyed the greetings of the Indian 
people and said that the Irish struggle 
was a common one with the struggle of 
India. 

Mrs. Walker, of the People's Convention 
movement, stated that Ireland had every 
right to decide her own affairs. 

Mr. M. Mclnerney, in a message from 
the National Committee, stressed the 
seriousness of the situation facing the 
people of Ireland. Now, he said, was the 
time when a strong Irish organisation 
could play a real role in Britain. 

Songs contributed by a young Belfast 
boy were well received. 

A pledge to continue the struggle was 
made by all present, and a successful 
meeting concluded with a collection of £3 

(Continued from Column One) 

Pearse and Mellowes and is the pol-

icy of al l genuine Republicans to-day 

We also support the movement for 

l iberation from Imperial ism of all sub-

ject nat ions who are fighting on the 

same front. 

On the basis of this policy " Irish 

Freedom" calls for and expects the 
support of every Irish man and 
woman. Rally to the cause of Ireland, 
to the cause of Tone, Connolly, Pearse 
and Mellowes to make Ireland free 
free from Imperialism, War, and 
Poverty. 
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£250,000 A YEAR TO 
ENGLAND 

by FRIEDA LE PLA 

I N 1938 Mr. De Valera's gift of £10,000,000 

* to the British Government was de-

fended on the grounds that this colossal 

iu»ount was in " final settlement of all 

knancial claims" made (unjustifiably) by 

Bagland on Ireland. Nevertheless, on 

December 3rd. 1925, the Cosgrave Govern-

ment had signed in London an agreement 

*-;th England assuming " all lability un-

dertaken by the British Government in 

respect of malicious damage done since 

the 21st day of January, 1919, to property 

in the area now under the jurisdiction of 

the Parliament and Government of the 

Irish Free State." 

According to Ernest Blythe's estimate a. 

the time, this would cost the country no 

, ss than £3,500.000. This vast sum was 

o be paid by means of a single initial pay-

ment of £150,000, and an annuity, dating 

from 1923, of £250,000 for sixty years. Pre-

sumably, therefore, eighteen such annual 

payments have already been handed over 

o the British Government, and the same 

-um will continue to go to it for another 

forty-two years unless the Irish people do 

something about it. 

Surely the payment of this yearly 

£250,000 is every bit as unjust and wrong 

as the payment of the land annuities, just 

as much a shame and a disgrace, implying 

as it does that Ireland now realises how 

wrong she had been to wage that war in 

self-defence against English invasion and 

military occupation, that she has now re-

pented and is willing to pay for all the 

"malicious damages" done during that war 

—presumably including also all the "mali-

cious damage" done by England's own 

troops and the Black-and-Tans. Why are 

the Irish people so unquestionmgly paying 

as if they were ashamed of that gallant 

-'ruggle which cost them so much and in 

which once they gloried? 

WHO RAT IF IED IT? 
Inquiries made to official quarters as to 

why this £250,000 was still being paid 

while the land annuities had been repudi-

ated, elicited the information that as the 

clause dealing with the damages payment 

had been ratified by the Free State Dail 

when it ratified the agreement of Decem-

ber 1925 of which it was a part, the matter 

could not be reopened [why not?] whereas 

the undertaking to pay the land annuities 

had been included in a later secret 

financial agreement (March, 1926) which 

had never been before the Dail for ratifica-

tion and therefore could be repudiated by 

a later government. 

This reply prompts an investigation into 
the circumstances of the ratification. The 
Free State Parliament of December 1925, 
which ratified the agreement, was not a 
truly representative one. The Repub-

lican Party's representation would have 
been much higher had they been given 
fair play during the general election of 
1923. Even so violently anti-republican a 
paper as the English "Morning Post" de-
clared that the pro-Treaty Party had won 
its majority "at the point of the bayonet." 

Furthermore, at the time of the ratifica-
tion of the agreement by 71 votes to 20, the 
forty-eight Republicans were excluded 
from taking their seats by the oath of 
allegiance to the English King. Had they 
been present, the agreement would then 
have been ratified by a majority of only-
three instead of 51—and a very doubtful 
majority at that, owing to the means by 
which it was obtained. 

WHAT DE VALERA SAID 
Here are De Valera's own words: "To-

day forty-eight elected members, repre-
sentating over a third of the Irish people, 
are carefully excluded from voice or vote 
tin the Free State Parliament). Were 
they not excluded, were the articles of 
this agreement to be submitted to an 
assembly of all the representatives of the 

people, they would be rejected as surely 
to-day as the Llovd George proposals 
were rejected in the Mansion House on 
August 16th, 1921." 

Support for the financial clauses was 

obtained by misrepresentation. It was re-

peatedly stated by their defenders—just as 

the defenders of the £1*0,000.000 to England 

in 1938 repeatedly stated—that this finan-

cial agreement was "in final settlement of 

all financial claims" made by England on 

Ireland. But only three months later a 

secret agreement was signed by the Free 

State Government (March 1926) which, 

among other financial engagements, 

bound the Irish nation to the payment of 

the full amount of the Land Purchase 

Annuities. This agreement was not made 

public until eight months later—in a 

British white paper. 

Ireland needs this money for her own 

people. And besides this great need of 

the money itself, what about all that lies 

behind the paying of it—the shame of the 

implied repudiation of, and repentance ! 

and atonement for, those two great years j 

of heroic and gallant struggle in which so ! 

many beloved and noble lives were sacri- j 

ficed? Surely any action which would i 

seem to imply repentance for them is a 

betrayal of all that Easter Week accom-

plished and stands for. 

NEWS AND 
VIEWS 

Notes from the North 
By RED HAND 

MR. Denis Ireland, Protestant president 
of the Ulster Unior^Club, claims that 

a psycho-analyst, reading the speeches of 
Stormont Ministers since the outbreak of 
war, would conclude that they were "posi-
tively insulted that totalitarian war had 
passed them by." 

The "insult" has been wiped out now. 
Totalitarian war, which could only be sus-
tained by a totalitarian state, or one 
unite* with the full consent of its citizens, 
has now come to a half-state that, even in 
peace time, could maintain itself only by 
means of an armed police force, a special 
poHtical army paid for out of public funds, 
and a Special Powers Act that was the 
complete negation of political liberty." 

"No wonder," he continued, "that cracks 
have appeared in the party walls. No 
wonder there is bitter criticism. There 
was bound to be, once the storm broke 
upon this house builded on sand." 

" L0YAL I8T8 " L I K E NEUTRAL ITY 
Jftlch Six-County "loyalists'* are scuttling 

over the border and away from the bombs. 
They attack "Hare's" neutrality with their 
mouths, but make full use of its safety 
for their hides. 

Wo loam that ono of these "refugees" 
over the Derry-Donogal Border it none 
other than Major Colhoun, proprietor of 
the ultra-Orange "Londonderry Sentinel." 

WEALTHY IRISH FEATHER 
THEIR NESTS by Bagenal Harvey 

may be in the cost of living (and when 
questioned in the Dail Mr. O'Kelly admit-
ted that such increases might be expected), 
the workers cannot be given any increase 
in wages. 

It is apparent that in spite of certain 
taxation on the rich that the main burdens 
of the Budget rest on the working class. 
As a sop to that class, Mr. O'Kelly made 
great play in his budget speech of the 
taxes on the rich, but one finds that these 
taxes will realise a mere per cent, of the 
budget total, while the tax on tobacco 
alone, the majority of which is borne by 
the working class, amounts to over 20 
per cent. 

Mr. O'Kelly's Budget shows the same 
reluctance to face the facts as do the 
actions of the Fianna Fail Government 
generally. That a government with the 
support of a united people behind it, a 
government upon which the Irish people 
depend for their very lives, should con-
tinually sacrifice the interests of its people 
to the appeasement of the propertied in-
terests of the country, the landowning, 
financial and big capitalist interests, can 
only be regarded as treachery." 

It is time that pressure was brought to 
bear on the Fianna Fail government to 
deal firmly with those reactionaries who 
would rather run the risk of starvation— 
which means defeat—than surrender their 
privileges; time that those who represent 
the big ranchers who have had the 
effrontery to state in public that they are 
•prepared to feed the country at a price," 
were put in the Curragh Camp where they 
belong; and the republican prisoners 
released; time the government was called, 
upon to show whether it stands for the 
good of the Irish people or the property 
of the landowners and industrialists. 

rPHE outcry raised by Labour forces in 
J- Eire has at last forced the De Valera 
Government to make some show of taxing 
the profits of the rich. 

In introducing his Budget on May 7th, 
Mr. Sean T. O'Kelly, Minister for Finance, 
said that "it was being commonly stated 
outside that the Government was allowing 
people to get away with huge profits." 
Admitting that "there were certain people 
who wore feathering their nests out of 
the country's misfortunes," he announced 
new taxes on dividends, excess profits and 
an alteration in the Corporation "Profits 
Tax. 

A slight increase in the amounts pay-
able in Unemployment Assistance, and in-
creased allocation for Unemployment, Old 
Age and Widows and Orphans pensions 
were also announced. 

This is the good side of the Budget. 
On the bad side there is an increase of 

5/6 per lb. in the customs duty on tobacco, 
equivalent to 2d. increase on ten cigar-
ettes; an increase in the duty on matches; 
a big increase in the price of letter post; 
an increase in Income Tax bringing it up 
to 7/6 in the £. 

The really vicious side of the Budget is 
an order by the Government making it 
illegal for employees in the chief indus-
tries to seek wage increases. This order 
must be fought with all the strength of 
the working class movement. It means 
that no matter how many increases there 

STORMONT IN PANIC 
The wrath of the people of Belfast 

against the callous neglect of measures 
for their defence against air attacks has 
led to reports of a proposed scheme to 
transport the people of Belfast to tempor-
ary huts outside the city every night and 
bring them back in the morning. Only 
men needed for essential services, A.R.P. 
duties and fire-watching will need to re-
main inside the danger zone. 

It is interesting to recall that, more 
than a year before war was declared, Jack 
Beattie, M.P., presented at Stormont a 
detailed and budgeted plan of A.R.P. for 
Belfast which would have guaranteed 100 
per cent, safety for its people. Needless 
to say, Craigavon and his clique refused 
to consider it. 

F IVE YEARS FOR REVOLVER 

Michael Brown, 48 St. Meryl Park, 
Belfast, was sentenced to five years penal 
servitude by the Belfast Recorder for the 
possession of an automatic pistol and 14 
rounds of machine-gun ammunition. 

300 ON HUNGER 8TR IKE 
Belfast prison authorities have refused 

to confirm or deny the report that 300 
Internees have gone on hunger strike a® 
a protest against the refusal of the de-
mand for the removal of the wire-netting 
partitions which separate them tram 
their visitors In the prison visiting rooms. 

T H A N K S 
Mr. Eamon Lenihan, on behalf of the 

Manchester Easter Week Committee and 
the Connolly Club, wishes to thank the 
McSwiney Pipers for giving their efforts 
unstintingly towards the success of the 
Commemorati^R, and also the Pride of 
Connaught Irish Club, Oxford-road, and 
Messrs. Higgins and Kelly of the Banba 
Hall, Oldham-road, for the distribution of 
Commemoration Leaflets and the sale of 
Easter Lilies and "Irish Freedom." 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 

FOR IRELAND'S PERIL ? 

London, Birmingham or Manchester 

Branch of Connolly Club will supply 

Speakers to any Organisation on 

request to: 

CONNOLLY CLUB 
58 Theobald'* Rd„ London, W.C.1 

T^HE English ruling class has set its 
X agents, the C.I.D., at work to perse-

cute Scottish Nationalists and Republi-

cans. In Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, 

Inverness and other places raids took place 

on the same day. R. E. Muirhead, Presi-

dent of the Scottish Nationalist Party, in 

spite of old age and ill health, was 

arrested, and after questioning was subse-

quently released. The Rev. John 

McKechnie, one of Scotland's leading 

Gaelic scholars, was similarly treated. 

Various Scottish publications were pro-
ceeded against under regulation 88a and 
copies of papers seized. These include the 
"Scots Socialist." "Free Man," and "Scot-
tish News and Comment." The editor of 
the latter was detained. 

The C.I.D. removed papers and books 
from many houses. Those taken from 
J. H. Miller, editor of the "Scots Socialist," 
included trade union stationery, Scottish 
flags, a map of the London Underground, 
People's Convention and India League 
literature. 

Crusading ostentatiously throughout the 
world on behalf of "liberty" and "free-
dom," the enemies of the people in White-
hall and Westminster can only maintain 
their privileged positions to rob and rule 
by attacking, not Hitler, but their own 
people and the subject nations of the 
empire. 

FOOD FOR S P A I N — S T A R V E 
I RELAND 

The withholding of wheat and other 

foodstuffs from the Irish people by 

Churchill has been pointed out by "Irish 

Freedom" on many occasions. It is well 

that we should appreciate that Churchill 

is pleased to supply food to other lands. • 

Literal starvation faces the Irish people, 

due to England's refusal to permit wheat 

imports to Ireland. Wheat is bought by 
the British ruling class for Franco Spain. 

A restricted tea quota for Ireland re-
duces the ration to one half-ounce per 
week. The British Government has pur-
chased 5,000 tons of coffee from Angola for 
offer to the Spanish army. 

Thus does the mother of all imperialisms 
"protect" her "sister isle/' as Churchill is 
pleased to term Ireland. 

R I G H T E O U S T U R K E Y -
UNGRATEFUL IRELAND 

Ireland's refusal to surrender her neu-
trality by handing over her own ports to 
the British navy is deplored and con-
demned by the British ruling class. In 
the recent debate on the conduct of the 
war, however, Mr. Churchill sprang to the 
defence of Turkey, who had allowed Ger-
man ships to pass through the Darda-
nelles. "They had no right to stop them 
while they were at peace," he declared. 
"They had no right whatever. That would 
be a decision to quit their neutrality." 

Poor Turkey! Treacherous Ireland! 

I R I SH BANK C L E R K S IN ACT ION 
Bank clerks as a class cannot be con-

sidered revolutionaries. In Ireland, how-

ever, they have beaten the bosses who 

tried to go back on an agreement nego-

tiated in 1919 under threat of strike 

action. The banking usurers have had 

to give in to the solidarity of the men. Out 

of 5,000 there were only eight renegades. 

It is significant that the Bank Officials' 

Association, in which the men are organ-

ised, operates both sides of the border. 

OLDEST PR I SONER DEAD 
James B. McNamara, born of Irish 

parents, the oldest political prisoner in the 

world, died on March 8th at San Quentin 

Penitentiary. Thirty years ago he was 

sentenced to life imprisonment on a 

frame-up charge for his activities on be-

half of the American labour movement. 

A VOICE F R O M THE PAST 
"A hundred thousand new spoolal 

troops and police must be raised; thou-
sands of motor cars must be armoured 
and equipped; the three touthern pro-
vinces «f Ireland must bo oleoeiy tawed 
with cordons of block-houtee and barbed 
wire; a systematic rummaging and ques-
tioning of every individual must bo put 

* In foroe." 
—Winston ("Sister-Isle") Churchill, Sec-

retary of State for the Colonies, Chair-
man of Cabinet Committee on Irish 

Affairs, May 1991. 
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THE BATTLE 
IRISH PORTS 

FOR THE 

DUR ING the month of May the offensive against Irish neutrality 

was intensified both in Britain and America. In the Vote 

of Confidence debate in the House of Commons, the 

"Labour" spokesman of Imperialism, Mr. Lees Smith, lived 

up to the reputation of his predecessor, Arthur Henderson, 

of the last war, by again launching an attack on Ireland. It 

is nauseating to hear such spokesmen prate about democ-

racy. Ireland has a proud record in the struggle for democ-

racy but when Mr. Lees Smith ignores the, lack of democracy 

to 500 millions of British subjects he cannot complain if we 

are rather sceptical. 
•"PHE new attitude in the British press 
J- is to picture Ireland as starving, with 
food riots in Cork and elsewhere. One oi' 
:hese days I suppose they will put forward 
the excuse that the taking of the ports will 
save Ireland from starvation. 

Our worst fears regarding the pressure 
on Frank Aiken have been confirmed by 
recent press statements. "Ireland intends 
:o remain neutral even in the face of eco-
nomic warfare with England." Thus Mr. 
Aiken exposes Britain's method of violat-
ing Ireland's neutrality. "Pressure was 
being applied in the United States to 
defeat his mission." 

Mr. Aiken's visit was to purchase food-
stuffs and arms, and it is now obvious that 
all the guile of diplomacy is being used to 
force Ireland to accept these at a price— 
the price of abandoning neutrality. It will 
De a welcome sign therefore to the Irish 
people that this pressure has so far been 
unsuccessful. 

The unanimous will of the Irish people 
is the strongest possible argument in this 
battle. The gigantic movement in the 
U.S.A., where 200 Irish Societies are 
bended together as the "Friends of Irish 
Neutrality," is one of the greatest deter-
rents to any violation of Ireland's right 
to neutrality. Twenty millions of Irish in 
America will want to know the reason 
why, if the pressure increases. 

There are, however, the Quislings even 
among the Irish in the U.S.A. Professor 
Francis McMahon. recently president of 
the American Catholic Philosophical Asso-
ciation, in an open letter to Mr. De Valera 
published in "Catholic Opinion," says: 

"England's cause to-day is the cause 
of all humanity. It is likewise the cause 
of America and Eire. The waters of the 
Atlantic are a danger zone. So long 
as England carries on. the rest of the 
world has hope. 

"What do we ask of the Irish people? 
Merely the use of three naval bases, 
Cobb, Berehaven and Lough Swilly. It 
would be tragic if the great battle of the 
Atlantic were to be lost because their 
use had been denied." 
It is a pity for Professor McMahon that 

the Irish people will not consent to be 
bombed for this sake. They arc as much 
concerned about civilisation as he pro-
fesses to be. but has Professor McMahon 
forgotten that the Irish people have yet 
to be convinced that England is fighting 

for humanity? Was he so concerned in 
1921. when the forces of "democracy" were 
denying by terror the democratic will of 
the Irish people. No, Professor, we sug-
gest that you address your open letter 
to Lord Halifax, who has expressed his 
regard for Mussolini, or to Lord Irwin, 
who was such an oppressor of the Indian 
people—or to Sir John Anderson. Tell 
them to make way for a really People's 
Government in Britain that would free the 
subject peoples of the Empire, and then 
Ireland would be prepared to consider, 
and very seriously, the question of the 
struggle for democracy. I wonder, was 
Professor McMahon so concerned when 
Lord Halifax and his colleagues were 
active in suppressing "humanity" in 
Spain. 

The Irish people will need to be vigi-
lant in the coming months. Continue to 
demand that the burdens of defence be, 
placed on the shoulders of the rich, the 
dismissal from the Council of the betrayers 
of 1921, and the release of the Republican 
prisoners. 

The horrors endured by the people of 
Belfast must be kept from the rest of the 
country. Both to Northern Ireland and 
Britain, Ireland can still be a haven for 
the victims of the German bombers. 

Ireland's continued neutrality will also 
be an inspiration to the British people to 
continue their great movement to form a 
People s Government that will issue a 
clarion call to the peoples of all lands to 
stop the slaughter; and that will take 
measures to protect the people of Britain 
from fascism without and within the 
country. 

Not the invasion of Ireland, not the leas-
ing of t\ie ports, is the solution for the 
British people; either would only bring 
further disasters upon them. For this 
reason the Irish people are acting in the 
true interests of the peoples of all lands. 

M. McINERNEY. 

L 

YOUR PAPER 
NEEDS SUPPORT 
OUR READERS have rallied well 
in response to the last appeal. One 
reader who wrote stated: "I am en-
closing 1/- and will guarantee this 
amount every month. Irish Freedom 
must be kept going to voice the case 
of Ireland." 

If only a small percentage fol-
lowed this exile's example, not alone 
would all our problems be over, but 
we would be able to produce a far 
better paper and take practical 
steps to increase our circulation. 
Our need of £10 per month would 
also be satisfied. 

A small sacrifice on your part will 
help on the good work. Send that 
donation now to Bagenal Harvey, 
58 Theobald's Road, London, W.C.I. 

JAMES CONNOLLY 'S 

WR IT INGS 

Send cash with order to 58 Theobald's 
Road, W.C.I. 

"Labour in Irish History" 
(Price 9d., post free 1 '-) 

"The Reconquest of Ireland" 
(Price 9d., post free 1 -) 

"The Axe to the Root" 
(Price 3d.. post free 5d.) 

"Labour Nationality & Religion" 

(Price 6d., post free 9d.i 

(Or complete Set of Pour Books, 

2/10 post free i. 

WOLFE TONE 
Commemorations 

B I R M I N G H A M : 

Sunday, June 22nd, 7 p.jr.. 

Bristol Street Schools 
(Near St. Catherine's R.C. Church' 

Speakers: 

P. J . M U S G R 0 V E (National Com-

mittee. Connolly Club) 

LI A M BARR (Connol ly Club) 

M I C H A E L LEHANE :: J. JUDGE 
• 

LONDON : 

Sunday, June 29th, 4.30 p.m 

HYDE P A R K 

Speakers: BAGENAL H A R V E Y , 

PAT DOOLEY, L I A M HOGAN, 

ELSIE T I M B E Y . 

Wolfe Tone—the Man and his Teach-

ings. 

Tone, Connolly and Pearse. 

How Irish Exiles Can Free Ireland!, 

WANTED 

J ^ A N C E BAND for Irish and Mode;:: 

Dancing. Regular. Also Hall in 

Paddington Area. Engagemen t s-

Apply to Slievenamon Club, 58 Theo-

bald's Road, London, W.C. I . 

WE W I L L POST TO IRELAND.— 

Readers wishing to send "Irish 

Freedom" to friends in Ireland 

should send us name and address in 

Ireland and cash at the rate of 3/-

per year. A permit is necessary, but 

as we have been granted one, exiles 

are advised to make use of our ser-

vice. 

u 
YOU CAN BUY YOUR 

IRISH FREEDOM 
HERE: 

LONDON—Mays' Tobacco Stores, 173a The 
Broadway, Cricklewood; The People's 
BooksFiop, 115 Lavender Hill, S.W.ll; The 
Progreesive Bookshop, 19 Church Lane. 
E.l; The Socialist Bookshop, 35 Gt. Bride 
Street, E.C.4; The Prospect Bookshop, 121 
Drummond Street, N.W.I; Colletts Book-
shop, 66 Charing Cross Road, W.C.2; Cen-
tral Books, 16 King Street, W.C.2; New 
Books, 4 Parton Street, W.C.I. 

BIRMINGHAM—Modern Books, 42 Holloway 
Head. 

LEEDS — The Progressive Bookshop, 85 
Woodhouse Lane. 

SWINDON—The Progressive Bookshop. 73d 
Commercial Road. 

BIRKENHEAD—C. A. Moore, 47 Westbank 
Road. 

SHEFFIELD—Sheffield Bookshop, 85 Carver 
Street, Sheffield 1. 

GLASGOW—Collets Bookshop, la Dundas 
Street. 

MORECAMBE —J. Piatt, Newsagent, 34 
Queen Street. 

OXFORD—The Bookshop, 36 Hythe Bridge 
Street. 

CAMBRIDGE—MacLaurin's Bookshop. 5 All 
Saints' Passage. 

BRISTOL—The West of England People's 
Bookshop, 28 Allbroad Street. 

CARDIFF—South Wales Bookshop (Haydn 
Sprague), 62 Charles Street. 

GLOUCESTER—Left Bookshop. 124 Barton 
Street, Gloucester. 

WORCESTER—Modern Books, 29 Lowps-
Moor, Worcester. 

MANCHESTER — Collets Bookshop, 13-15 
Hanging Ditch, Manchester. 

LABOUR LEADER1 

ATTACKS 
I R E L A N D 

I N the debate on the War situation in 
1 the House of Commons. May 6th-7th. 
the Labour Party spokesman Lees Smith 
made an attack on Ireland. Hansard <743i 
May 6th: 

"I wish once again to call attention to 
the fantastic position in which we find 
ourselves as the result of our inability to 
use the Irish ports, which is now becom-
ing a matter of urgency in the Mediter-
ranean and not in the long distant future 
which we used to discuss. 

"The House is aware of our dilemma. In 
the last war we defeated the German sub-
marines because they used to come down 
the West through the English Channel. 
We had a port like Plymouth on the West 
to catch them as they came. Now Ger-
many has ports to the West of Plymouth 
on the coast of France. 

If we obtained ports West of the 
French coast we could largely solve the 
problem. The ports are tfcere in our own 
dominion in Southern Ireland. If we could 
have the use of Berehaven and Lough 
Swilly, the naval war would be trans-
formed in a night, and we could send 
ships to the Mediterranean. 

"But our difficulty Is that we cannot, 
that we have to watch now every month, 
seeing hundreds of thousands of our ton-
nage sunk, and hundreds of British 
sailors drowned because we cannot obtain 
the use of these ports in Southern Ireland, 
which, were it not for the British Navy, 
would be in the same position as Poland. 
Holland or Denmark. . . . It is worth while 
calling attention to this, especially tho 
attention of public opinion in the United 
States, because the policy of patrol which 
the United States has now undertaken is 
being defeated and stultified by the policy 
of Southern Ireland In refusing us those 
ports." 

Are Yon a Trade Unionist? 

read— 

BRITISH 
TRADE UNIONISM 

A Short History by Allen Hutt 
Irishmen have played a proud part in building 
up the Trade Union movement at home and 
throughout the world. This short history should 
be on the bookshelf of every Irish worker. Its 
importance is not merely historical, for the 
record of Trade Union development in England, 
in which James Connolly played such an im-
portant role, contains valuable lessons for 
to-day. No one can afford to ignore them. 

60 pages 2/6 

Have You Read 

CHOOSE YOUR FUTURE. b y D N Pritt 
"Is this an imperialist war?" "Does peace 

. mean capitulation?" Mr. Pritt supplies the 
answers. The book of the day. 

Never before published in book form . . . 

A Socialist and W a r 
(1914 1916) 

•lames Connol ly (2/6) 
Edited and with an introduction by P. J. MUSGROVE 

— — L W 
J O I N THE C O N N O L L Y CLUB ! Post this Fo rm to-day to the Secretary, 

Connolly C lub , 58 Theobalds Road, London , W.C.I. 
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