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THE MEANING OF 
EASTER WEEK • • 

by P. J. MUSGROVE 
TWENTY-FIVE years ago the best of Ireland's sons showed to 

the world that Irishmen were still prepared to give their lives, 
if need be, to assert in arms their country's nationhood, 
declaring "the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership 
of Ireland" and offering "religious and civil liberty, equal 
rights and equal opportunities to all its citizens." That was 
the message and the promise of Easter 1916. While the 
tricolour soared over the Dublin G.P.O. and Padraic Pearse 
read from its steps the Proclamation of the Provisional 
Government of the Irish Republic, England was engaged in 
yet another of its wars for " freedom," " democracy " and 
the "self-determination of small nations." 

\ \ I 1THIN a week. English soldiers had 
** lcf; in rubble the cen t re of the capital 

of the "small nation" neares t to her shores 
—the one "small nation' ' which could have 
been given self-determined: ion by the stroke 
of a pen. 

I t was said a t the time t h a t these brave 
revolutionaries were madmen , who did not 
represent the Irish people ( h a d not Red-
mond assured England of I re land ' s "loy-
a l ty"?) ; English "Socialists" declared tha t 
James Connolly had "run a m o k " ; Pearse, 
the "crazy schoolmaster," m u s t be shot like 
a mad dog. 

A Nation Again 
But 1916 was a spark. I t was a signal. 

The pent-up fury of seven h u n d r e d years 
was unleashed. Ireland was a nat ion, and 
the heroism of those few t h o u s a n d s who 
had revolted against aggress ion called 
for th all t h a t was best in t h e I r i sh people. 

Prom the sordid slums of Bel fas t and 
Dublin they came, from the sh ipyards and 
factories, f r om the rocks of Donegal and 
the level green of Meath, f r o m the col-
leges of the cities and the hills of the 

I south; a uni ted people h a m m e r e d back at 
the largest Empire in the world, giving in-
spiration in their turn to millions of 
starved and exploited on whom the sun 
never sets. 

The Traitors 
But what the bayonet a n d the bomb, 

the Black-and-Tans and the concent ra t ion 
camp could not achieve, was won for Eng-
land by the trai tor Irish. I r e l and had her 
t rai tors then, and she has her trai tors 
to-day. 

The I r i sh people were s tabbed in the 
back by those, such as MacNeill, who tried 
to sabotage the Easter Ris ing ; by those 
who, in 1921, fearing the loss of the i r privi-
leged f inancial positions, m a d e a dishon-
ourable agreement with the i r people's 
enemies; by those who murde red Liam 
Mellowes, Rory O'Connor, Joe McKelvy, 
and scores of others. 

These t ra i tors , the bankers, r a n c h e r s and 
other Cosgrave supporters, t h o u g h not dar-
ing to advocate openly the end ing of Irish 
neutrality, would rather s t a rve the com-
mon people or plung" t hem into ano i l u r 
country's war than lor /e" the. " thousand 
golden s t r ings ' whirl, bind ' h e m to their 
Imperial n;a ten-. 

And so this, the twenty-fifth anniver 
sary ol that glorious f a s t e r Week, l ia j a 
double lesson to c3rwey. Firstly, the 
Irish people must once more be united in 
an irresistible struggle for the right to 
control their own national destiny and 
attain civil and economic security in an 
Ireland owned by the common people. 

Secondly, this can only be done if, 
while still realising that England is 
directly responsible for the dismember-
ment of Ireland and the tragic economic 
and military position in which she finds 
herself to-day, we take immediate steps 
to hound into obscurity the traitor Irish 
within our gates. 
We call upon all Irish men and women 

and all friends of the common people of 
Ireland throughout the world to remember 
Easter Week 1916, and to steel themselves 
in the light of Its example and lessons for 
the struggle which lies ahead. 

To Irish exiles in England, we say; 
"OrganiseI" Give your whole-hearted sup-
port to those who, through these dark 
days, continue to battle for the freedom of 
our country and the dignity of our people. 
The Republic envisaged by the m e n of 1916 
shall be achieved. 

The day is not far distant. 

P. H. P E A R S E 

" Ireland should commence by guarantee-
ing the right of its workers to lite and liberty 
and having guaranteed these rights should 
THEN call upon her manhood to defend 
them with arms in their hands." 

* * * 
" A Revolution no matter how thorough 

would not alter the condition of the Irish 
people. The national revolution will not be 
complete without a social revolution." 

L I A M M E L L O W E S 

"Ireland does not want a change of mas-
ters. It Is folly to destroy English tyranny 
to erect a domestic tyranny that would need 
another revolution to free the people. The 
Irish Republic means, therefore, that the 
means and processes of production must be 
used for the benefit of all the people." 

"If the Irish people do not control Irish 
industries, transport, money and the soil of 
the country, the foreign or domestic capi-
talist* will, and whoever controls the wealth 
of a country, and the processes by which 
wealth Is obtained, controls also the Gov-
ernment." 

* * * 

"Ireland, therefore, must start with a clean 
sheet. The Irish Republic Is the PEOPLE'S 
Republic.'' 

WORKERS OF 
BELFAST IN 
BIG STRIKES 

J A M E S C O N N O L L Y 

" The war of a subject nation for inde-
pendence, for its right to live its own life in 
its, own way, may and can be justified as 
holy and righteous; the war of a subject 
class to free itself from the debasing condi-
tions of economic and political slavery-
should at all times choose its own weapons 
and esteem all as sacred instruments of 
righteousness; but the war of nation against 
nation in the interest of royal freebooters 
and cosmopolitan thieves is a thing ac-
cursed." 

"We are out to free Ireland for the Irish. 
But who are the Irish? Not the rack-rent-
ing, slum-owning landlord; not the sweats 
ing, profit-grinding capitalist; not the prosti-
tute press-man—the hired liar of the enemy. 
Not these, but the Irish working class, the 
only secure foundation upon which a free 
nation can be reared. The cause of Labour 
is the cause of Ireland, and the cause of 
Ireland is the cause of Labour." 

EXCLUSIVE 
O EPORTS reach "Ir ish Freedom" show-

J-*' ing tha t Bel fas t workers a re not going 
to submit tamely to t he lowered s t a n d a r d 
of living and undemocra t ic t r e a t m e n t 
meted out to them as a resul t of t he war 
and the employers' scramble for profi ts . 

In Harland and Wolff's, 4,060 engineers 
struck as a protest against attempted In-
dustrial conscription. Two engineers 
formerly employed at the Sirocco Works 
were ordered to leave Harland's and re-
turn to their original jobs. They refused, 
and were thereupon sacked. At this, 4,060 
men downed tools—a wonderful piece cf 
solidarity. 
Increased cost of living h a s h i t appren-

tices hard. They demand 57 6 for last year 
apprentices. 15s. increase for th i rd and 
four th year, 10s. increase for first and 
second year. Unindentured apprent ices 
ask for labourers' wages (£4—£5 per 
week). All these claims were tu rned down, 
so now 4,000 apprentices, together with 
skilled men who accompanied them in 
sympathetic action, a re on strike. 

Two dock strikes on questions of wage 
reductions and victimisation have recently 
occurred. The men won all their demands. 

All these strikes a re " unofficial "— the 
complacent labour " leaders" condemn such 
action. But the men are winning in spite 
of their paid officials. 

It is most significant that the Northern 
Ireland press has not allowed one report 
of this mighty mass movement to appear. 
I t shows they are deadly af ra id . The men 
have the bosses on the run . Good luck to 
t he Belfast workers! 

* * * 

THE WAR HITS BELFAST 
By Johnnie Griffin 

"I wish to God there v;as a war. It would 
bring us work." These words were spoken 
of ten by the unemployed of Nor thern Ire-
land in the period f rom 1932 to the cut-
break of the present war. 

They hoped tha t ano the r war would a t 
(Continued on Page Four) 

Veteran Republican's 
[On this twenty-fifth anniversary of "Easter 

Week, we are proud to print the following 
tribute to the men of 1916, sent to "Irish 
Freedom" by that well-known Irish patriot, 
Seumas Barrett.—Ed. ] 

' 1 ' H f ipioarii <>i En-ier h;ts a r«'-kijui-. 
' ling ofTer: iji t n r lu ar ts of the Ir ish 

>• '.<",(• ;>•:.!->io:>(! In I r 'V. iM's 
cheqin i>d e.im-i brave ano patriotic men 
fought i>rai; •• .lie comin< n foe wlio kep t 
them in bond:i">' .is slaves unfit, to be f r ee 
The tor ture anu sufferings were beyond 
endurance; revolt was the only remedy 
against the tyrants . Every generation 
brought fo r th brave and great men march-
ing in bat t le array. 

The memory of '98, '48, and '67 stands 
out for valour and heroism in the pages 
of Irish history. Few Irish hearts fall to 
feel a thrill of pride and joy at the mere 
mention of Easter Week, 1916. 

There is no period of Irish history to 
surpass the valour and glory of the men 
and women who fought side by side, pre-
pared to sacrifice their lives to establish 
a free and unfettered country. 

FRIENDSHIP WITH ENGLAND 

They did not die in vain. A gratefuf Ire-
land will ever remember them with honour 
and pride. If England has any wish to be 
friendly with the Irish people, It could be 
done by removing the border which Is a 
festering sore eating like a cancer Into 
the hearts of the Irish people. Let Eng-
land remove this Injustice, and the Irish 

Tribute 
people will forget the past in a partner-
ship of honest goodwill The oft-repeated 
insult, i hat ' I r ishmen cannot agir* e- en 
.nnong tnemsekvs" now recoils on E;ig-
!:ii)d The vast major i ty of Ir ish men Mid 
•.v;;n.en ure nov u:t:U-d for the abolibor. of 
part i t ion and ; h t ma in tenance cf neutr;vU 
i t - England wishes they were divided 

F r c dom conivs f rom G o d s r ; ^ h t h&nd, 
and righteous men will make our land a 
nation once again. 

As Padraig Pearse declared over tile 
grave of that great Irishman, O'Donovan 
Rossa, "Ireland unfree shall never be al 
peace." 

JAMES CONNOLLY'S 
t WRITINGS 

Fresh supplies and all requests will bo 
attended to in strict rotation. Send cash with 
order to 58 Theobald's Road, W.C.I. 
"Labour in Irish History" 

(Price 9d., post free 1/-). 
''The Reconquest of Ireland" 

(Price 9d., post free 1/-). 
'The Axe to the Root" 

(Prlcel^d., post free 5d.) 
"Labour Nationality and Religion" 

(Price 6d., post free 9d.) 
(Or complete Set of Pour Books, 

2/10 post free). 
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CONNOLLY 
RESURRECTED 

by PAT DOOLEY 
EDITORIAL 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 
" T W E N T Y - F I V E y e a r s a f t e r t h e g lo r i -

ous Easter Ris ing , Europe is o n c e 
more bathed in blood. But th is t i m e 
t h e r e is a d i f fe rence . The d i f f e r e n c e 
is not to be f o u n d in the n a t u r e or 
ob jec t s of the p r e s e n t war . So l o n g as 
Imper ia l i sm exists , w a r s are i n e v i t -
able. W h e t h e r t h e w a r is p roc l a imed 
to be directed aga ins t "H i t l e r i sm" or 
" P r u s s i a n Mi l i ta r i sm," its resu l t s a r e 
the s ame — pover ty , suffer ing a n d 
d e a t h for the c o m m o n people; p ro f i t s , 
m a r k e t s and wor ld dominat ion t h e 
ob jec t ives of the i r masters . 

Connol ly knew this, but the re w e r e 
m a n y misguided I r i shmen who w e r e 
mis led by p ropaganda to bel ieve t h a t 
I r e l and ' s interests w e r e b o u n d u p 
wi th Imperia l ism a n d suppor ted R e d -
m o n d ' s assumption of the role of h o n -
o ra ry recrui t ing s e r g e a n t to H i s 
Ma jes ty ' s G o v e r n m e n t . 

The important difference between 
this war and the last, as far as the 
Irish people are concerned, is that this 
time they are not going to be fooled by 
Imperialism and its Irish hirelings. 
They have declared for neutrality. 

Eng land ' s d e m a n d fo r the I r i s h 
por t s is assuming a s inis ter a s p e c t . 
T h e Ir ish G o v e r n m e n t admi t s t h a t 
Eng land is b lockad ing I re land, o r . in 
o the r words, is t r y i n g to s t a r v e h e r 
into submission—or into civil war. 

If t ha t is the in ten t ion , I m p e r i a l -
ism's f r iends in t h e Cosgrave P a r t y 
a re cer ta in ly p lay ing the i r par t . T h e y 
hope to make c h e a p capi ta l out of t h e 
coun t ry ' s difficulties; to c rea te i n t e r -
nal s t r i f e and p a v e t h e way f o r t h e 
loss of Irish independence . Even M r . 
De Va le ra has fe l t obl iged to p o i n t t o 
the significance of t h e i r a t t i tude . 

W h i l e realising t h a t I m p e r i a l i s m is 
the m a j o r enemy of I re land , let u s e x -
pose the despicable ro le played b y i t s 
a l l ies—that h a n d f u l of rich m e n w h o 
are Br i ta in ' s F i f t h C o l u m n in I r e l a n d . 

On ly by a t t ack ing t h e e n e m i e s of 
the people in E n g l a n d and at h o m e 
wil l w e be wor thy of the men of 1916. 

N o t e s I r o i 
T AST month "Irish Freedom" reported 
^ the founding of the Ulster Union Club 
—a Protestant organisation under the 
presidency of Mr. Denis Ireland, the well-
known Ulster author Its object is to 
mobilise all Northern Irishmen, irrespec-
tive of religion, to restore a pride in nation-
hood, and abolish partition. 

This organisation has already gained 
spectacular successes as demonstrated by 
the formation of a similar Club In Derry, 
and requests for discussions in numerous 
provincial centres. 

In a recent statement, Mr. Ireland de-
clares: "The claim tha t partition is sanc-
tioned by our Northern tradition rests 
upon a falsification of that tradition. Our 
primary aim Is, therefore, to assist Ulster 
Protestants to recapture their true tradi-
tion as Irishmen, to the end that Ulster 
may once more become the head and fore-
front of the larger Irish tradition of 
human and national freedom." 

They Are Paid For It ! 
In a recent debate at Stormont on Min-

istry of Labour estimates amounting to 
over three millions, Mr. Henderson, who 
was speaking, was Interrupted by Mr. 
Nixon Shouting, "Tommy, there's a man 

J jUG from the museums in which they 
have been embowelled. James Con-

nolly's writings on Socialism and War 
have been edited by P. J. Musgrove and re-
published-.by Lawrence and Wishart at 
2 6. No more appropriate time could have 
been chosen for their publication. Imperial-
ist war rages. The harbours of Ireland are 
threatened. Possibilities of invasion exist. 
America appeals. Pleas of 'saving" 
Christianity, allied to calls to "patriotism" 
are once again trumpeted forth in the at-
tempt to enslave the Ir ish people in the 
war for Britain's domination. 

"I make no war upon patriotism"— 
writes Connolly—"never have done. But 
against the patriotism of Capitalism, the 
patriotism that makes the interest of the 
Capitalist class the supreme test of duty 
and right—| place the patriotism of the 
Working Class, the patriotism which 
judges every public act by its effect upon 
the fortunes of those who toil. That 
which is good for the working class I 
esteem patriotic, but that party or move-
ment is the most perfect embodiment of 
patriotism which most successfully 
works for the conquest, by the working 
class, of the control of the destinies of 
the land wherein they labour. To me, 
therefore, the Socialist of another coun-
try is a fellow patriot, as the capitalist 
of my own country is a natural enemy." 

With existing material so rich and bene-
ficial to the Irish working class, why have 
these pages lain so long in the cobwebbed 
enclosures of the museums? P. J. Mus-
grove, in his admirable introduction, 
answers us: 

"This virtual suppression of the mass 
of Connolly's writing is but part of fti^ 
campaign to 'omit, obliterate, and distort 
the revolutionary side of its doctrine, its 
revolutionary soul.' " 

Claim the corpse, they would, as Des-
mond Ryan once expressed it, but the liv-
ing body of his teachings they smothered, 
forgetting that but for Connolly, the 
Labour Movement would not have the op-
portunity is has to-day. How they have 
used that opportunity is revealed in the 
present Unholy Alliance between Norton, 
De Valera, and that fugleman of Churchill 
—Cosgrave. 

* * * 

T I 7 E ask ourselves, are these men's 
* ' actions worthy of Connolly's mem-

ory? Why have they trod this path? Be-
cause, carried away by every wave of emo-
tion and circumstance, they reject the 
basic theory of scientific socialism which 
alone can relate the daily struggle for 
social betterment to the wider alms of 

• 
fainted." A member of the Government 
was asleep. 

"One of the most important Parliamen-
tary Secretaries in the House is in dream-
land," exclaimed Mr. Henderson. 

The member then awoke, and democracy 
rolled on. 

Where The Money Goes 
The Financial Estimates for "Northern 

Ireland" have appeared For an area 
smaller than Yorkshire, they amount to 
£5,000,000—an increase of nearly half-a-
million on the previous year. 

An interesting item is that of £350 for 
Craigavon's funeral expenses. One would 
have thought that he could have saved 
enough out of the hundreds of thousands 
of pounds paid him by Six County tax-
payers to provide funds to pay for his own 
funeral. The unemployed are expected to 
do it. 

Perhaps, on second thoughts, It Is fair 
enough. Many of those Irish men and 
women exported by him against their will 
to work in England have been burled by 
the State. Burled, when their corpses 
could be found, surreptitiously in card-
board boxes. 

National Independence on a Socialist 
basis. 

With his firm grasp of Socialist theory, 
shown so clearly in this book, Connolly 
rose to the revolutionary leadership of Ire-
land's workers to which his knowledge, 
ability and courage entitled him. Well 
versed in theory, Connolly was essentially 
a practical man. (See particularly the 
chapters on Economic Conscription and 
What is our Programme?J. 

But social and revolutionary changes 
are not brought about by one, or a few, 
no matter how brilliant they may be. To 
bring to fruition the nascent revolutionary 
strivings of 1916, a Revolutionary Party 
was required, capable of uniting, directing 
and swelling the rivers of discontent into 
the Niagara of successful Revolution. The 
political parties surrounding Connolly in 
1916 feared revolution more than they 
hated poverty and oppression. Indeed, 
most of them helped to perpetuate both. 

Only the distant Marxists "in the East" 
had that type of Party which, given other 
essential factors, could successfully accom-
plish a complete change of economic and 
political power for the Working class of 
their country. Therein lies one of the 
reasons why the Rising of 1916 was not 
crowned with success. Not less important 
was the failure of the British Working 
Class to welcome this blow a t their com-
mon enemv—British Imperialism. 

^ ^ t 

/ CEASELESSLY striving to prevent the 
^ unity of the British and Irish workers, 
the ruling class poison every affection, 
break any attachment, and distort every 
meaning of Religion and Patriotism. 

To break down these barriers of dis-
unity erected by Capitalism between the 
British and Irish workers, is the duty of 
British—and'Irish—workers and one to be 
accomplished quickly or we share common 
ruin. In this lies the importance of this 
book. By its study, the workers of both 
countries are enabled to see more clearly 
their common enemies; the deceptions 
they employ; the quality of resistance 
necessary for their overthrow; the type of 
weapon they must fashion successfully to 
accomplish their purpose. 

Here is a book, revealing the learning, 
the simplicity of genius, the theory and 
the practice of a life-long revolutionary 
Irish worker. It is a privilege to read and 
a record to imitate where we cannot hope 
to excel. It will be read by every lover— 
not less than by every enemy—of Ireland. 
It should be the basis of countless discus-
sions in every branch of the Connolly Club 
and among the readers of "Irish Freedom." 

It should be sent home to o"Ur own folk 
across the sea, where, round those hearths 

(Continued at foot of next Column) 

Why the Special Powers Act? 
In a recent brief exchange of cross-talk 

between Mr. Campbell and the Home Min-
ister, "Gestapo" Bates, on the question of 
the Special Powers Act, the latter in the 
heat of the moment revealed the depths to 
which the ruling class can sink. Laying 
the blame on "intimidation," Bates stated 
that Mr. Campbell "knew full well why the 
Special Powers Act was introduced— 
because of the Impossibility of getting 
proof of guilt." 

One of the most revolting aspects of the 
S P A. is the fact that prisoners are denied 
any right of trial—or even to know what 
their "offence" is alleged to be. This is 
easily explainable when the responsible 
Minister admits that the State Is not even 
in a position to put forward a case against 
them! 

EASTER WEEK 
Roll back the portals of silence, 

Summon your mighty dead. 
And lift the banner of Easter Week 

Above your country's head. 
For not in the ink of the Freeman's pen 

Will her freedom's script be writ. 
But in the red heart 's blood of those 

who stand, 
Battling with death for it. 

Hail to the mind that plans 
For a nation's future fight! 

Hail to the heart that dares 
In the hallowed cause of r ight! 

Hail to the voice that speaks 
When slaves with fears are dumb! 

Hail to the hand that strikes 
When the hour of strife has come! 

—SEUMAS BARRETT. 
* * * 

REVIEWS 
Pioneering Days, by Thomas Bell tLaw-

rence & Wishart, 7/6), is much more than 
a stirring autobiography by one of Social-
ism's pioneers in Scotland and England. It 
is at the same time an invaluable record 
of the development of the Labour move-
ment in these islands and also in its rela-
tion to the international working class 
movement. Mr. Bell's racy writing 
throughout is most entertaining and ever, 
thrilling, but it does not conceal the deep 
political content of his book. The author 
has been a lifelong supporter of the Irish 
people's struggle for national and social 
independence, and was a close personal 
friend of James Connolly, for whom he 
had a profound respect and with whom he 
deals at considerable length in his writ-
ings. I t was Connolly, in fact, who taught 
Bell and many other Scottish Socialists 
to speak in public. The wealth of personal 
details of Connolly's life when in Scotland 
will prove of great use when someone 
someday undertakes the important task of 
writing an adequate biography of James 
Connolly. 

Mr. Churchill's Socialists, by Michael 
MacAlpin, 3/6, is a valuable analysis of the 
"official" Labour Party policy over the past 
few years, and might well be read in con-
junction with the new collection of Con-
nolly's writings reviewed elsewhere in this 
issue. Connolly exposed the reactionary 
role played by the Labour "leaders" during 
the first World War; Mr. MacAlpin does 
the same job to-day—and does it well. 

* * * 

The Editorial Board wishes to convey its 
thanks to the anonymous donor of a large 
parcel of rare books and pamphlets on Ire-
land. Already this gift has proved of very 
real assistance in our work. We might re-
mind our readers that gifts of books or 
newspaper files will always be gratefully 
received by the Editor. 

(Continued from Preceding Column) 

where Connolly's name is revered, it will 
bring greater clarity to those who to-day 
seek to carry out his teachings. 

* * * 

r i U R thanks are due to P. J. Musgrove 
for his "rescue" work in salvaging 

these teachings. Having done so, he has 
raised hopes of a Collected Edition of Con-
nolly's works. We hope the publication of 
these works, freely written for all, will lead 
to that unity of progressive forces so 
earnestly desired by Connolly: 

"Every man or woman who takes up a 
stand for liberty is our comrade, and their 
cause should be our cause. No petty per-
sonal quarrels should count, no question of 
the rivalry or organisations, no foolish 
strivings after exclusive credit for any man 
or any party. In this battle, the lines of 
which are now being traced, it will be the 
duty of every lover of the country and of 
the race to forget all minor dividing lines 
and Issues, and in contemplating the work 
before us to seek earnestly after the unity 
of the progressive forces." 

JOIN THE CONNOLLY CLUB! Post this Form to-day to the Secretary. 
Connolly Club, 58 Theobalds Road, London, W.C.I. 
I WISH TO JOIN THE CONNOLLY CLUB. 

Name 

Address 

I 
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W A L L STREET W A N T S 
THE PORTS 

By MICHAEL McINERNEY 

THREATS, blockade, press campaign and the mobilisation of 
the Irish enemies of Ireland have proved without avail in the 
efforts to smash Ireland's neutrality and involve the Irish 
people in the War. These measures continue while the press 
daily prints its lies, distortions and half-truths in order to 
create a hostile public feeling to Ireland among the British 
people. 

BRITISH Imperialism, however, will use 
every and any means to gain its ends. 

rsd in the past mon th it is evident that 
American Imperialism has been called 

pon to use its influence. The visit of Mr. 
"VtlkJe, followed by Mr. Hopkins and Col. 
Donovan, the cable f rom 129 Irish-Ameri-
, an business men, and the intensif icat ion 
of the press campaign in the U.S.A.. all 
point to a new danger which the Irish 
poople are facing. 

AMERICA SEEKS A PROFIT 
American and British Imperialism have 

r.ow joined hands in the struggle against 
their rival German Imperialists, and in 
order to intensify the blockade against 
Germany they will use every means to 
rajja access to the Ir ish ports. 

Already valuable par ts of the British 
Empire have been leased to America to se-
cure her co-operation in the war, and it is 
not beyond the bounds of possibility tha t 
the pro-British element in Ireland (who 
are taking advantage of the crisis for their 
own ends') may endeavour to win support 
f rom the people for an American occupa-
'ion. 

I t is for this reason that Mr. Aikens' 
visit to America, ostensibly for a rms and 
food, must be studied. Statements made 
by members of the Ir ish Government dur-
ing the past month on the food and fuel 
position, or the prospects of increased un-
employment and hardships, cannot but 
lead to a weakening among certain sec-
uons of the population, and so make 
easier any compromise with American Im-
perialism. which would ultimately involve 
Ireland in the war when America inevit-
ably sends its battalions as a fur ther con-
tribution to its efforts to secure the domi-
nation of the world markets and sources 
of wealth. 

Imperialism, whatever its label, demo-
cratic or fascist, can never be accepted by 
the Irish people as an aid to the Republic, 
and although American Imperialism has 
not so far been guilty of any considerable 
aggression outside the American continent, 
it nevertheless remains Imperialism, and 
as such must be loathed by every Irish-
man who values the memory of Easter 
Week. 

IRELAND WANTS PEACE 
The American people have in the past 

showed understanding, sympathy and sup-
port to the Irish people in their struggle 
lor freedom, but this expression of solid-
arity was always opposed by the ruling 

and monied circles of America who are 
now so anxious for Ireland to abandon its 
neutrality. 

The answer of the Irish people is clear, 
and de Valera's broadcast on St. Patrick's 
Day reflects the temper of the people. 

"Neutrality in the war was the only 
course that could secure the necessary 
unity of purpose and effort among the 
people. • • 

"It has taken the effort of centuries to 
win back the independence we have got. 
We are determined it shall not be lost 
again." 

To secure that this policy is maintained, 
it is necessary that a radical change be 
made immediately in the Defence Council, 
in the Food Control, and the method of 
payihg for defence; in the atti tude towards 
the working class and trade union move-
ment; on the tillage question. For this 
reason, the call to a working class Confer-
ence in Ireland will be welcomed, for only 
a mass movement of the people can secure 
these demands and guarantee that no com-
promise of any kind will be entertained. 

Connol ly Club 
Freedom Fund 
by E. Malone 

THE Connolly Club is the only 
organisation of the Irish working 

class in this country. It is in the van 
in the fight against the enemies of 
Ireland, against those who seek to 
drag Ireland into the war. It has led 
the fight^ainst attempts to conscript 
Irishmen^and to exploit the Irish 
worker. It strives for a better under-
standing between the English and the 
Irish workers, and seeks to unite both 
against a common enemy — British 
Imperialism. 

Through the Irish Exiles Advisory 
Council the Connolly Club provides 
the only existirfg service to Irishmen 
on problems of conscription, travel, 
and evacuation. The Irish Exiles Ad-
visory Council played an important 
part in the campaign which resulted 
in the recent relaxation of travel res-
trictions, and is now pressing the 
authorities for further concessions. 

All these activities, however, cost 
money. We must have at least £10 
per month if we are to continue on a 
sound financial basis. 

* * 
There is a struggle ahead of us. The 

enemies of Ireland wish to silence the 
only voice of the Irish workers in Eng-
land. This month we celebrate the 
Easter Rising. We can show that we 
still believe in the ideals of Easter 
Week by ensuring the future of the 
Connolly Club. 

Send your subscriptions to the 
Treasurer, Connolly Club, 58 Theo-
bald's Road, W.C.I. 

?I Knew People Would 
Not Let Us Down" 

By Eugene Downing 
(A comrade-in-arms of Frank Ryan 

in Spain) 
tremendous republican thousands of republicans, under his leader-I T was at the 

rally in College Green in Dublin after 
the defeat of the Cosgrave Government in 
1932, Immediately it became known that 
the old Government had been routed at 
the polls the gaol gates had been flung 
open, as the feeling in the country would 
brook no delay for preliminary legislative 
changes or red-tape procedure. 

The mass meeting of welcome to the 
prisoners was inspiring, and the excited 
crowd greeted each speaker with deafening 
cheers. "I knew the people would not let 
us down!" said Frank Ryan, and the 
mighty crowd roared their appreciation, 
applauding themselves this time and justly 
proud that Frank's faith in them had been 
justified. 

We may be sure that Frank's fai th in the 
people is as strong as ever to-day. 

Some of us may remember how tens of 

London W o r k e r s Hear About 1910 
\ f McINERNEY, who was one of the 

* delegates chosen to represent the 
Connolly Club at the London District Con-
ference of the People's Convention, said 
that the Connolly Club especially wel-
comed the point in the Convention pro-
gramme which called for the ending of 
Partition in Ireland. Unity was essential 
in the struggle which lies ahead of us. 

At the present time it was important to 
remember the 1916 rising—the first armed 
protest against the first Imperialist war. 
The people of Ireland are again threatened. 
England's demand for the Irish ports, 
coupled with the recent blockade decrees, 
'xxIcb ill for the partial Independence won 
by the 1916 and later struggles. But the 
Irish people are fighting back! 

A People's Government In Britain could 
••nlist the support of Ireland. The Irish 
people have shown their sympathy by 
offering homes to 6,000 workers from the 
ix>mbed areas, but they refuse to gt> tq war 
for a Government which Imposed partition 
and which denies democracy aitd Justice 
in the Six Counties of Northern Ireland, 
where Gestapo methods are practised. 

Mr. Mclnerney asked the delegates to 
show solidarity with the Irish people by 
supporting the "Hands-off-Ireland" Cam-
paign. The cry should go up from the 
railways, docks and factories: "End the 
Blockade of Ireland." 

He appealed for support far the demand 
that Frank Ryan should return home. 

Ryan was a symbol of Ireland's hatred of 
Imperialism, whether German. British, or 
American. 

LANCASTER PACIFISTS HEAR 
IRELAND'8 CASE 

Michael Mclnerney (Connolly Club) was 
warmly received when he recently ad-
dressed the Lancaster Branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union. 

The meeting unanimously decided to 
send the following resolution to the local 
press and to "Peace News" (the Journal 
of the Peace Pledge Union): "This branch 
of the Peace Pledge Union finds itself in 
complete sympathy with the efforts of the 
Irish people to maintain for their country 
a position of neutrality in the present war. 
It therefore deprecates the policy of^-the 
British Government towards Ireland—a 
policy which by hindering the importation 
into Ireland of fuel and foodstuffs, and by 
restricting British purchases of surplus 
supplies of Irish meat and dairy produce, 
seems to be aimed at forcing that country 
to abandon Its neutrality In favour of the 
Allien. Further, this branch finds Itself 
in sympathy with the desire of the great 
majority of the Irish people to see their 
country united under one government by 
the abolition of the boundary line which 
separates six counties of the province of 
Ulster from the remaining twenty-elx 
counties of Ireland." 

ship, policed the streets of Dublin every 
year on the 11th of November to ensure 
that no overzealous imperialist abused the 
occasion to make a display of imperialist 
emblems. We may remember the firm, un-
yielding, disciplined behaviour of the re-
publican masses to the brutal terror of the 
Cosgrave regime as it- felt its end drawing 
near. We may remember when the fascist 
Blueshirt Convention was held in Dublin 
a minor civil war was waged in the streets 
of the capital. Or we may recall some of 
the hundred-and-one smaller day-to-day 
struggles. In all of these battles, big or 
small, Frank played his part—leading, en-
couraging, advising, fighting. 

It is now unnecessary to vindicate the 
men of the International Brigade. What 
has happened subsequent to the victory of 
fascism in Spain renders theoretical argu-
ment unnecessary. Frank offered his ser-
vices to the Spanish Government because 
he believed that if fascism were not de-
feated in Spain further millions of people 
would be involved in the miseries and hor-
rors of war. To save the British people 
from the fate which, in spite of the sacri-
fices made in Spain, has finally overtaken 
them and which now hovers threateningly 
over the Irish people—this was his aim. To 
bring him back to Ireland is of the most 
vital importance in these ominous days 
when the forces which he has fought so 
well and nobly all his life—"the dark and 
evil forces In Irish politics"—are jeopardis-
ing the very existence of the people. 

Let us make certain that this time, too, 
Frank's faith In us will have been justified. 

BIRMINGHAM REMEMBERS RYAN 
Under the auspices of the International 

Brigade Association, a meeting was held In 
Birmingham on Sunday, March 16th, to 
arouse interest in the whereabouts of 
Frank Ryan. Mick Lehane acted as chair-
man, and the speakers were Bill Barr 
(Connolly Club), and Bill Alexander and 
Dr. Bradsworth (I.B.A.). During the 
course of the meeting a tribute was paid 
to the late Tom Mann. 

The following resolution was passed: 
"This meeting views with the greatest con-
cern the reports that Mr. Frank Ryan, 
well-known antl-faaclst and International 
Brigadier, has disappeared in Franco 
Spain. Since the reports of his "release' 

(Continued at foot of next Cotann) 

NEWS AND 
VIEWS 

r p w O Irish girls, Miss Kay Donnellan 
J- and Miss Eleanor Cahill, have recently 

been interned by the Trinidad police under 
the Defence Regulation. These girls had 
been dismissed f rom the High School of 
Port of Spain, Trinidad, because of their 
working-class activities. They published 
in recent months a magazine entitled "New 
Dawn." in which they sought to expose 
the administration and foul labour condi-
tions of the colony. This internment of 
Irish girls, working to help the people of 
the West Indies, emphasises the common 
aim of the oppressed peoples of the whole 
"Empire." It will strengthen our resolve 
to fight Imperialism in all its forms— 
everywhere, 

Green Cross 
r p H E Green Cross is an organisation 
-*- formed to provide assistance to depen-

dants of those interned or jailed in both 
Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland 
for the "crime" of being a Republican. I t 
also provides help to dependants of men 
and women in prisons in England. Else-
where in this issue you will read of the 
harsh and barbarous treatment meted out 
to Republican prisoners. Often forgotten is 
the misery' and starvation of their depen-
dants and relatives. A committee has been 
formed in London to arrange for the dis-
tribution of Easter Lilies prior to Easter 
Sunday. All proceeds for the relief of dis-
tress amongst prisoners' dependants. If 
you are Irish, wear an Easter Lily! 

I.R.A. Man & Mellowes Policy 
T y H E N James Steele, North Queen 

* * Street, Belfast, was arrested and 
charged with unlawful possession of arms, 
there was found in his possession a copy 
of Liam Mellowes' ten-point Socialist Pro-
gramme. This programme demands: (1) 
Ownership and control of industry by the 
State for the benefit of the people; (2) 
Complete State ownership of transport; 
(3) State ownership of the banks; (4) Con-
fiscation of large ranches and estates from 
the landed aristocracy without compensa-
tion and their distribution to landless 
farmers and agricultural labourers; (5) 
Establishment of an all-round shorter 
working day; (6) Control of workship con-
ditions to be vested in a Joint Council 
representing workers, trade unions con-
cerned, and the State; (7) Munlcipalisa-
tion of all public services, trams, light, 
heat, water, etc., and their free use by the 
workers; (8) Compulsory rationing of all 
available household accommodation and 
the abolition of all rents; (9) Maintenance 
of the unemployed at full trade union rates 
until useful work can be provided; (10) 
Universal arming of all workers to defend 
their rights. 

"The existing Irish Republic," wrote 
Mellowes, "can be made the Workers' and 
Peasants' Republic, if the Labour move-
ment is faithful to the ideals of James 
Connolly and true to itself. . . The Irish 
Republic stands for the ownership of Ire-
land by the people of Ireland." 

Mellowes Still Lives 
rpHE above programme, with the extracts 
•*- from Mellowes' writings, formed part 

of the case against Steele. In his summing-
up, the Lord Chief Justice said that the 
offence appeared to be "aggravated" by 
the possession by the prisoner of docu-
ments of a "highly incriminatory nature." 

"One of these documents," said the Jus-
tice, "shows it to be part of the official 
programme of the Irish Republic that 
there should be a universal arming of all 
workers in town and country to defend 
their so-called rights." 

Steele was sentenced to ten years' im-
prisonment. It is interesting to note that 
the possession of a Socialist programme 
and the "threat" to arm the workers was 
looked upon as a serious offence. While the 
savage sentence was ostensibly for posses-
sing arms, the fear of a Workers' Repub-
lic no doubt contributed to it. 

The lack of a social programme lost the 
I.RA. the sympathy of many Socialists 
who saw in it merely a movement to 
change the country in name only, leaving 
the same corrupt capitalist system to bat-
ten on the Irish worker. The teachings of 
Connolly and MeUowes must be brought 
sharply to the notice of all the Irish people. 

(Continued from Preceding Column) 
there has been no published reports of his 
whereabouts. We demand that the Irish 
Government state publicly what steps have ~ 
been taken to ensure his safety and to 
bring him home to Ireland." 

Copies of thjs resolution have been sent 
to Mr. De Valera and the Spanish t m -
bassy. The collection realised £ 8 Is. OdL 
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I.R.A. Prisoners in Fight 
for Political Rights 

I ITTLE is heard to-day of the I.R.A. men and women in 
• • English gaols. Irishmen, however, have not forgotten them. 

To-day, like the anti-Nazi Germans in Dachau, they are still 
making sacrifices for their beliefs. 

Sentenced to harsh terms of imprison-

BELFAST STRIKES 
(Continued from Page One) 

least give them a chance to get back into 
industry. 

That war is now in progress. Has it 
brought increased prosperity to Northern 
Ireland? The official figures for unem-
ployment proves the opposite. Prior to 
the outbreak of the present war, there 
were 70,000 unemployed in the Six Coun-
ties. 

It is officially admitted that 15,000 
have been shipped to England, yet the 
latest unemployed figure is 69,000. There 
has thus been an increase in unemploy-
ment of at least 14,000 since the war 
began. (And this ignores those who have 
been starved into the English Army!) 
In pre-war years, no encouragement to 

grow flax was given to farmers. The occu-
pation of Belgium, the British Govern-
ment's refusal to negotiate with the 
Soviet Union, and the blockade, have 
caused flax imports to cease. 

SHIPYARD DISMANTLED 
Many linen mills have already closed. 

Owing to the war, one of Northern Ire-
land's main industries has almost col-
lapsed. 

Owing to the policy of "rationalisation" 
pursued by the big shipbuilding companies, 
Workman & Clark's shipyard was dis-
mantled in 1933. This yard, which w«b 
capable of building some of the largest 
ships afloat.'employed at its busy period 
some 15,000 men. 

It is now merely a piece of waste ground. 
The same applies to the engineering trade. 
Combe Barbours. for example, closed down 
half their works. 

Instead of prosperity, war has only 
brought increased poverty to Northern 
Ireland. 

The mobilisation of all Labour. Repub-
lican and other progressive forces in a 
National, All-Ireland Conference, called to 
decide a policy in defence of the homes, 
lives and jobs of the people, would be a 
mighty step forward towards the ending of 
the poverty and suffering that exist among 
the people of Ireland. 

CONNOLLY CLUB 
GAINS STRENGTH 
rPHE Connolly Club has made arrange-

ments for Commemoration Meetings 
in London, Birmingham, Manchester, 
Liverpool. Glasgow and Leeds. 

The Club members, on this twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the heroic Easter Rising 
pledge themselves to carry on the struggle 
for a free United Irish Republic. 

SPEAKERS TOUR BRITAIN 
The Chairman of the Club made visits 

to the principal districts during the month 
and spoke at meetings in Liverpool and 
Lancaster. 

LIVERPOOL Club has considerably in-
creased its membership, which is working 
with might and main to make this year's 
Easter celebrations the best Liverpool has 
yet seen. Their Ceilidhe at Lalors Hall 
on Easter Saturday evening promises to 
be a great success. 

BIRMINGHAM members organised the 
splendid Frank Ryan meeting in March 
and have made record sales of "Irish Free-
dom." Their Easter meeting at Bristol 
Street Schools also promises success. 

Small Committees are already formed in 
Manchester, Oxford, Bedford and Leeds, 
and we are looking forward to a develop-
ment of their work in the future. 

In all areas increases of paper sales 
were reported. Sales of Connolly's litera-
ture were high, and the demand is in-
creasing. 

In LONDON, the Slievenamon Socials 
continue their successful runs, and St. Pat-
rick's Eve dance was an outstanding suc-
cess. 

Every reader of "Irish Freedom" should 
join up with his nearest branch. Write to 
the Secretary for Information. 

ment, they have been sent to criminal 
prisons, no recognition of their political 
status being allowed. 

Treated in prison as ordinary criminals, 
the only concessions they have gained 
have been as a result of their- own struggles 
inside gaol. Thus, in Maidstone, follow-
ing hunger-striking, Irish prisoners have 
been allowed to meet in their scanty leisure 
hours and even to carry on Gaelic educa-
tion. 

In Parkhurst and Dartmoor, Irish 
prisoners are objecting to being forced 
to associate with criminals—not because 
they set up to "judge" criminal prisoners, 
who are also the victims of a rotten sys-
tem, but because, for example, young 
I.R.A. lads of 19 or 20 are rubbing shoul-
ders with moral and sexual perverts and 
others who are in prison for displaying 
most vicious traits of character. 
One Irishman has been so severely in-

jured from an at tack by some of these 
that the authorities have allowed him a 
six-months remission of sentence. 

Full details are, of course, most difficult 
to obtain, due to prison regulations, but it 
is obvious that an immediate inquiry into 
the conditions under which Republican 
prisoners are smarting is most urgently 
needed. What is still more urgent, however, 
is to secure their release. 

DO YOU WANT 
TO RETURN TO 

IRELAND? 
I \URING the month, many inquiries 

reached us from exiles who are not 
quite sure of their right to return to Ire-
land when they become liable to Military 
Service under British law. 

Is is quite clear that exiles, whether 
they are here under or over two years, 
may return at any time to Ireland for 
the duration of the war, provided they 
obtain the necessary Travel Permit from 
the Irish High Commissioner before 
applying to the British authorities. 
Applications for a letter of recommenda-

tion should also be sent to Mr. Dulanty 
when applying for Travel Permit. 

Those refused release notes from their 
employers should state this to the British 
authorities, who have power to isue Exit 
Permits over the heads of the employers. 
This applies to all Irishmen, whether from 
North or South. 

In addition, you are allowed two visits 
in one year for a holiday, and usually no 
difficulty is experienced about this. If there 
is, it should be immediately reported to us. 

5}! jjc JJC ^ 

Bombed Out 
The agreement relating to evacuees has 

now been extended to all women and 
children who have been bombed out, 
whether in an evacuation area or not. This 
means that their fare is paid and an allow-
ance made. All those already in an evacu-
ation area are already entitled to this, and 
should get full particulars from their local 
Education Officer. 

* * * 

International Law 
At the Hague Convention Irish nation-

ality was definitely defined, but the legal 
position of Irishmen in this country is 
still debatable. Legal opinion is divided. 
We are preparing a short booklet on the 
question, and also a short, simple pamph-
let showing exactly your rights as an Irish 
citizen with full particulars regarding per-
mits, evacuation, holiday visits, etc. These 
should be of great help in enabling Irish-
men to answer the intimidation sometimes 
practised by high-handed officialdom. 

If you have any problems concerning 
conscription, exit permits, etc., write to: 
Exiles' Advisory Council, 58 Theobalds-
Road, London, W.C.I, enclosing a stamped 
addressed envelope. 

The Council's service is, of course, en-
tirely free, but donations to assist In our 
work are always appreciated. 

Irish Men & Women! Honour the memory of Easter Week 1 9 H 

25th ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 13th, at 6 p.m. 

(Doors O p e n a t 5.30). 
HOLBORN HALL, Grays Inn Rd. (Junction of Theobald's Rd.) 

Hear PATK. DOOLEY (Connolly Club), P. J. MUSGROVE 
(Con. Club) , KRISHNA MENON (India League), T. A. Jackson 

Chairman : M. MclNERNEY (Connol ly C lub ) 
on 

The Easter Rising : Why Ireland is Neutral : The Irish Republic 
• I r i sh Mus ic - Songs - Rec i t a t ions . A D M I S S I O N 6d. (Some F r e e Seats) 

Also at HYDE PARK, 12 Noon. 
Speakers: P. J. MUSGROVE, PAT. DOOLEY, NED MALONE 

Easter Anniversary Meetings 
BIRMINGHAM (Easter Sunday). At Bristol Street Schools. 

Speakers: Mick Lehane, W. Barr. 
MANCHESTER (Easter Sunday). At Mostyn Cemetery, 3 p.m. 

Speakers: Seumas Barrett, Eamon Malone. 
LIVERPOOL (Easter Saturday). Lalors Hall. Ceilidhe, 7.30 

p.m. Admission 1/-. Also Public Meeting on Sunday. 
(Enquire locally for particulars). 

In ad d i t i o n to t h e above, M e e t i n g s a re be ing he ld in m a n y d is t r ic t s t h r o u g h -
out E n g l a n d a n d Scot land . Ask your " I r i sh F r e e d o m " se l ler fo r p a r t i c u l a r s 

as f u l l de ta i l s a r e not ava i l ab le as we go to press. 
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YOU CAN BUY YOUR 

IRISH FREEDOM 
HERE: 
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LONDON—Mays' Tobacco Stores. 173a The 
Broadway, Cricklewood; The People's 
Bookshop. 115 Lavender Hill. S.W.ll; The 
Progressive Bookshop, 19 Church Lane. 
E.l; The Socialist Bookshop. 35 Gt. Bride 
Street, E.C.4; The Prospect Bookshop. 121 
Drummond Street. N.W.I; Colletts Book-
shop, 66 Charing Cross Road. W.C.2; Cen-
tral Books, 16 King Street, W.C.2; New-
Books, 4 Parton Street, W.C.I. 

BIRMINGHAM—Modern Books. 42 Holloway 
Head. 

LEEDS — The Progressive Bookshop, 85 
Woodhouse Lane. 

SWINDON—The Progressive Bookshop, 73d 
Commercial Road. 

BIRKENHEAD—C. A. Moore. 47 West bank 
Road. 

SHEFFIELD—Sheffield Bookshop. 85 Carver 
Street, Sheffield 1. 

GLASGOW—Collets Bookshop, la Dundas 
Street. 

MORECAMBE —J. Piatt, Newsagent, 34 
Queen Street. 

OXFORD—The Bookshop. 36 Hythe Bridge 
Street. 

(Continued in Next Column) 

(Continued from Preceding Column) 

CAMBRIDGE—MacLaurin's Bookshop, 5 All 
Saints' Passage. 

BRISTOL—The West oi' England People'.s 
Bookshop, 28 Allbroad Street. 

CARDIFF—South Wales Bookshop (Haydn 
Sprague), 62 Charles Street. 

GLOUCESTER—Left Bookshop, 124 Barton 
Street, Gloucester. 

WORCESTER—Modern Books. 29 Lowes-
Moor, Worcester. 

MANCHESTER — Collets Bookshop, 13-15 
Hanging Ditch, Manchester. 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR IRELAND'S PERIL ? 

London, Birmingham or Manchester 
Branch of Connolly Club will supply 
Speakers to any Organisation on 

request to: 

C O N N O L L Y C L U B 
58 Theobald's Rd., London, W.C. I 

GET YOUR COPY NOW ! 

A S o c i a l l s t & W a r (1914-16) 

by JAMES CONNOLLY 
Edited and with 
an Introduction by 

P. J. MUSGROVE 
1 2 8 p a g e s 2 / 6 n e t 

No I r i s h m a n with a spa rk of fee l ing fo r t he 
g lor ious rising of 1916 and the l eade r sh ip of 
J a m e s Connol ly , Socia l is t and Repub l i can , 
can a f fo rd to miss th i s excel lent select ion 
f r o m Connol ly ' s w r i t i n g s on the last war . 
F r o m all booksel lers or, in case of diff iculty, 
f r o m t h e publ ishers . 

U S E T H I S O R D E R F O R M 

P l e a s e send me copy( ies) of 
A S O C I A L I S T A N D W A R (1914-1816) 

for w h i c h I enclose p lus 4d. postage. 

L A W R E N C E & W I S H A R T LTD., 2 Parton St., London, W.C.1 

Printed by Ripley Printing Society Ltd. (T.U.), Nottingham Road, Ripley, Dcrbys., and published by the Editor, 38 Theobald's Road, London, W.C.1. 


