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IRELAND UNITES FOR PEA^I 
M 

Ports Controversy 

SEAN O'CASEY 
WRITES TO IRISH FREEDOM' 
\TOU have asked me to give an opinion on the dis-
^ pute over the holding or the surrender of the 

Irish Ports. It is, indeed, a terribly difficult question 
to answer. The true facts to British opinion (as a 
whole) are not the true facts that circumstances pre-
sent to the Irish people. And, just because I happen 
to have written a few plays, my opinion is in no way 
more important than that of any other sensible and 
intelligent man. For me to claim an importance I 
haven't got on a question that may^ivolve the loss of 
thousands of lives would be &o\iSg a thing full of 
murderous impudence. The lives of the Irish people 
are very valuable possessions, not only to Ireland, but 
to the whole world over; for the Irish race, in energy, 
in imaginativeness, and in colour of personality, is 
second to no other race in the world. The Irish have 
scattered these grand qualities with a lavish fervour 
wherever the English language is spoken, and in many 
places where it is not. 

Under the present circumstances, then, what is the 
better thing to do in order to prevent the killing off 
of^mi.ny niore,.ol Uus fine .people, surrender the ports 
to"ExVgland, as Shaw suggests, or hold tight to them 
against all comers? 

Shaw is right when he says these ports belong 
not to Ireland alone, but to Europe and to civilisation, 
as indeed do all ports, London as well as Hamburg. 
Under Socialism they would belong, net to this or that 
group, but to ajl men. 

ENGLISH CIVILISATION 

The civilisation of England, as Ireland has known 
it, has been a bitter, blasting, and vulgar one, from 
the day they first landed up to recently, when it-was 
manifested in the lousy robbery of the Lane pictures. 
You can see what W. K1 Yeats thought of it on page 
forty-nine of his " D^ fna t i s Personee"; and what an 
English poet, Mr Maffifield, thinks of it in what he has 
written about what should be done when peace comes 
to us all again. And it has been shown to many people 
who never bothered about it before, by the half-fed, 
tattery-clothed, lice-lorn children scattered now over 
England by the falling bombs, worthy symbols of life 
gone mad with the desire, of the things thieves steal 
and moth and rust corrupt. No, England gains no 
points on the score of civilisation. 

I can see no reason, on God's earth, or man's earth, 
why Irish bodies should mingle with the mangled 
squirming mass wriggling in pain, here and in Ger-
many. One would imagine that this war had gone far 
enough. Anyway, it seems certain that the Irish 
people don't want to mix themselves up in this struggle 
for Justice, righteousness, truth and honour—not, of 
oourse, forgetting freedom, the loss of which would 
prevent the workers from streaming to the Riviera 
the time the winds begin to get any way cool here. 

NEW GOVERNMENTS NEEDED 

I think the English Government (for the English 
people have really very little to say in the matter) will 
make a big tactical mistake if they seize with force 
the Ports held by the Irish Government. Three-and-
a-half millions Is a low estimate of the power of the 
Irish people. There Is America, where, probably, seven 
times that number of Irish will ask the reason why. 
But what l« really needed is a revolutionary change of 
Government In both countries. Guarding England is 
the trinity of rent, interest, and profit; and I 'm afraid 
the same powers stand watch over Ireland, too. Till 
Socialism strangles these three evils, there will be 
war, and men, women and children will be mangled 
senselessly, with malice and with calculated brutality. 
Ay, and even in peace, without Socialism they will be 
mangled Just as effectively by poverty and disease. 

The vigil for security, peace, and the sensible rush 
of life has lasted long enough. It is time to end it. 

I sweep my eyes o'er the scene fain to observe it all, 

Paces, varieties, postures beyond description, most 

in obscurity, some of them dead, 

Burgeons operating, attendants holding lights, the 

smell of ether, the odour of blood. 

The crowd, O the crowd of the bloody forms, the 

yard outside also filled, 

Some on the bare ground, some on planks or 

stretchers, some in the death-spasm sweating. 

I t Is time to end It all. 

3KAN O'OASEY. 

ANY and varied are the manoeuvres of the British 
Press in their treatment of the Irish Port^ and 

neutrality question. Even such a paper as "Forward," 
purporting to be Socialist, prints an article in which 
Bernard Shaw states that the ports should be handed 
over to "civilisation." It is not stated which side~is 
"civilisation," but certainly Germany is not, and Sean 
O'Casey has a word to say in this issue about English 
civilisation. 

Again, the lie regarding supply of petrol to sub-
marines is trotted out, despite de Valera's strong 
denial and the statement of the British Government 
that they know nothing of it. (And that in any case 
submarines use oil, and not petrol!) 

Ireland, too, is accused of having no sympathy with 
the British people, despite the recent evacuation 
scheme. It is stated the British people can only, 
survive starvation if the ports are handed over, it-
should not be necessary to remind our accusers that 
the London Naval Agreement signed by the British 
Government allowed Germany to build the submarines 
which are now such a menace . And was it not Brit-
ish Government policy which resulted in the dis-
mantling of nearly three million tons of shipping be-
fore the war in order to maintain shipping costs? 
Tonnage which could be used to-day for conveying 
essential foodstuffs,! 

And finally, if the ports wore handed over, the con-
sequences would mean the practical destruction of the 
only food-producing country adjacent to Britain. This 
would mean, too, that the only haven for British 
women and children from the vortex of war would be 
denied them. 

DUAL BLOCKADE 

After de Valera's Christmas speech appealing for 
American arms, Lord Kemsley of the "Daily Sketch'' 
forecasts the handing over of the ports because "only 
British ships in convoy could convey the arms," and 
therefore "a tripartite 'bargain' has been reached." To 
further this "bargain" the British Government the 
following day added its own particular blockade by 
refusing "Eire" vital animal feeding stuffs and ferti-
lizers on which she formerly spent nearly £7 millions. 
Ireland is therefore in the unique position of being 
blockaded by both Germany and Britain. But as 
Britain failed from 1932-1938, so she will fail to-day 
to bring Ireland to her knees. 

And according to "The Times" again, the danger 
of a German invasion becomes closer. The R.A.F. are 
daily "protecting" our neutrality by bombing Brest, 
Cherbourg, Lorient and Bordeaux, but of course, at > 
the same time, as a secondary consideration, ham-
pering Germany's counter-blockade. It is admitted 
that the nearest part of the Irish coast is 300 miles 
away from these ports and that communication would 
be most difficult, and, according to some experts, 
impossible. The truth is that the Irish bases are not 
required for defence, but for attack, and the British 
will even go so far as to precipitate a German attack 
on Ireland in order to secure the bases so as more 
effectively to starve the women, children, sick and 
aged who are already suffering enough under the 
iron rule of German Imperialism. 

IRISH OPINION 

The speech of de Valera at Christmas again indi-
cates the unflinching determination of the Irish people 

2000 LONDON CITIZENS 
BACK IRISH FREEDOM 

CALLED by the organisers of the great People's 
Convention, a huge indoor meeting of London 

citizens, numbering 2,000, endorsed the demand to 
Churchill that he keep his hands off the Irish Ports, 
withdraw British troops and support from the Six 
Counties, and leave Ireland in peace and freedom. 

"We want the closest friendship with the British 
people," declared J im Prendergast (Connolly Club), 
"and in their Interests as well as our own we do not 
desire to see the war spread to Irish shores." 

The speaker exposed the lies being spread In this 
country about the menace of Iristuneutrality to the 
lives and food of the British people. "Hie truth Is," 
he said, "that the present British Government has 
proved itself absolutely incapable of giving the citizens 
of this city the protection they need so badly. Sir 
John Anderson, the man who put the tin rat-traps in 
the back gardens of British workers, is the same one 
who not many years ago sent his 'Black-and-Tans ' to 
put tin buckets over the heads of young Irishmen and 
riddle them to death. While he and members of his 
class remain In power there Is no hope for peace. The 
Irish people will only be friendly to a real Govern-
ment of the people in this country pledged to end 
Imperialism." f 

Prominent British speakers such as D. N. Pritt, 
K.C., M.P., and Harry Bollltt. included in their 
speeches vigorous condemnations of the threat to 
Irish neutrality. 

to remain neutral. His statements are confirmed by 
the press in all parts of the country and, further, the 
meetings held indicate that not alone does Ireland 
wish to remain neutral but that she will not wait very 
much longer to have the question of Pl>' .JSJLaC. 
Even in "Northern Ireland," the well-known Protestant 
author, Denis Ireland, speaking to a Protestant audi-
ence. demanded the withdrawal of British troops from 
Northern Ireland, the re-unification of the country, 
and the establishment of one Irish army, to adequately 
defend the country. 

\ C A L L F 0 R CONVENTION 

At great meetings held in Dublin, Donegal and 
other parts of the country, the demand has gone up 
for a convention of all Irish organisations to initiate 
a campaign for the defence of neutrality, and the 
ending of Partition. In addition, "Northern Ireland" 
organisations are pressing for a convention of the 
Nine Counties of Ulster (including Donegal, Cavan 
and Monaghan under dc Valera) ana Republicans 
there have* expressed support for the People's Conven-
tion in Britain, which demands that Ireland be 
granted full independence—a policy that was sup-
ported by the thousands of British workers who. at-
tended the People's Convention meeting in London. 

THE IRISH ABROAD 

From all parts of the world come messages of sup-
port from the Irish abroad. Dr. Mannix, in Australia, 
answers the calumnies in the Australian press; the 
American-Irish demand that munitions, etc., be sent 
to Briiain only on condition they are net used against 
Ireland. The exiles in Britain itself are also active. 
Quite considerable support has been mobilised by the 
Connolly Club for neutrality for the whole of Ireland— 
a policy which received unanimous support at the first 
"Hands Off Ireland" meeting in London. >u 

It is therefore obvious that all the wiles of Britain 
are useless against the united opposition of the Irish 
people and that any attempt to seize the ports will be 
met by force. 

If Britain uses force, she will be abrogating all the 
principles of International Law, and belying all she 
declares this war is being waged for. 

TO STRENGTHEN DEFENCE 

The Irish people must be constantly prepared. 
Strong pressure must continue to be placed on de 
Valera to rid the Defence Council of all unreliable ele-
ments, to secure the detention of all those associated 
in any way with the designs of either British or Ger-
man Imperialism; to place the burden of the war on 
the rich and to increase the allowances of the unem-
ployed and of the soldiers; and to plan real protection 
of the people against air attack. 

But without the ending of Partition there can never 
,be an end to the threat of invasion. The defence of 
Ireland can only be guaranteed by the withdrawal of 
British Imperialism, of the displacement of Lord Lon-
donderry (friend of Ribbentrop and King Alfonso) 
and the Tory clique which rules Northern Ireland, and 
tlieir replacement by a Government of the people of 
the whole of Ireland. The accomplishment of this 
task will not alone free Ireland from the dangers of 
war, but also help to rid Britain of Toryism and so 
establish the strongest ties between the British and 
Irish peoples to their mutual benefit. 

M. McINERNEY 

ENTHUSIASTIC LONDON MEETING 

EMANDING the end of partition and the neutral-
ity of all Ireland, the Connolly Club's Holborn 

Hall meeting, on 22nd December, answered the British 
Government and press campaign against Irish 
neutrality. ' 

A signatory to the Call for the People's Convention, 
Mr. Pat Devine, In a brilliant opening speech, exposed 
all arguments for British occupation of any Irish ter-
ritory. Partition was an example of how British 
promises during the last war were broken. We will 
not trust to promises this time. The safety of the 
Irish people could only be secured by the co-operation 
of a free and united Ireland with real world democracy. 

Mr. J im Prendergast stated that Ireland's con-
tinued neutrality could play a part in bringing sanity 
and Justice to the world, and that Ireland must not 
be dragged Into a war on behalf of her imperialist 
aggressor. Mr. p. Musgrove, exposing the tyranny in 
Northern Ireland and the crime of partition, laid full 
responsibility on the British Government and called 
for the formation of "Hands OH Ireland" Committees 
throughout Britain and Ireland. He was supported in 
this by Mr. M Mclnerney (Chairman) who outlined 
the Connolly Club's plans and urged that support be 
sought from the working people of Knglawl A col-
lection of £4 was made to assist the campaign. 
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IRELAND AND CYPRUS 
E. JOANNIDES, the author of this article, 

is a young Cypriot who has experience of 
British Imperialism in his native land. 

To-day. one cannot fail to see the irony of 
the British Governments lavish praise for 
Greek resistance "in defence of their soil.' 
when we considi r the brutal repression of simi-
lar strivings by the people of Cyprus—a land 
who.- traditions, culture and lace has so many 
links with Greece itself. But then. Greece is not 
yet) inside the British Empire. 

'THE tit!-' of this article might ap;)i .;r . t first glance 
I- us .ncoRcnious. What, one might ask. is there 

a; common between Ireland and Cyprus? Casually 
Viewed, there might be none, but fundamentally ex-
amined there is a close relation, because both are 
countries which, ei her partially or completely, are 
dominated politically and exploited economically by 
the same imperialist Power. As the Great French Rev-
olution. though pre-eminently confined to Prance, has 
n< ve.'the'.'ss exercised an enormous influence through-
out the world and lit up the avenues of freedom in 
Europe, so the achievement of "complete" indepen-
dence with a people's democracy in Ireland will no; 
tail o encourage and spur forward the mas'- of en-
i-lav-d humanity in the Colonial Empire. This is 
why we sympathise with and support the struggles of 
the Irish people for a free Ireland. 

From the Cypriot volunteers who returned from 
Spain we heard stories of praise about the unexampled 
heroism of the Irish members of the International 
Brigade. It is an unstinted praise for their Irish 
comrades in arms and through them for a people who 
have passed through the furnace of incessant struggles 
and revolutionary wars, steeled in the arts of battle 
and dedicated to the ideal of social and national free-
dom. They went to Spain, where they shewed the 
same mettle in fighting the invaders who were 
strangling !h> liberties of the Spaniards, as they have 
shovn in lighting for Ireland. . 

STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE 

PosMbiy no other nation has such a record of 
.-Haggle against its oppressor as Ireland, against its 
oppressing neighbour. Desperate revolt upon desperate 
revolt followed by grim suppressions, hunger, misery, 
emigrations, have been the landmarks of Irish history. 
These have left behind a residue of hatred and bitter-
ness—creative qualities when applied to winning the 
freedom of one's country! Through these centuries 
leaders of the people have blazed their careers against 
a background of strife, sanguinen clashes and rebel-
lions. in ord< r to give Ireland i% voice. 

I: is ;m;li 'su-ndable with these traditions behind 
them that Irif>h men rallied to the defence of Spanish 
Democracy. 

IRISH EXAMPLE 

The M niggles of the Irish have been followed with 
more than keen interest by the Colonial peoples. I 
remember, for instance, with what great sympathy we 
Cypriots followed the post-war revolutionary uprisings 
of Ireland. It was truly an era of widespread national 
revolutions. Nearer to us there were the Egyptian 
nws:-!-s halving at the barricades of Alexandria and 
Cairo for independence: the fellaheen were attacking 
communion ions and military outposts. Further away 
the Iraqis were up in arms against the new overlords 
who replaced the Turks. Our own—a Cypriot—dele-
gation was m London interviewing politicians and 

A WAR 
'TH IS . a war for "Freedom"! The fact is screamed 
1 at it.-- from newspaper headlines, wireless, and 

hoardings. Practically everyone in Britain knows that 
freedom has ceased to exist under the iron heel of 
Fascism in Germany and Italy, but have the people 
of Britain paused sufficiently to examine the "freedom 
that exists inside the British Empire? 

Let us take that example nearest the shores of 
Britain "Northern Ireland" under the Unionist 
regime, financed and supported by the Imperial Par-
liament of Westminster. 

The Craigavon Government came to power tn 1921 
in the midst of one <4 the most violent religious pog-
roms this world has ever seen. One of the first acts 
of this Government was to pass the Civil Authorities 
(Special Powers) Act. 

This Act. which was made a permanent part of 
"Northern Ireland" law in 1933. gives unlimited power 
to the "Civil Authority" in practice. Sir Dawson 
Bates, Minister for Home Airairs, who has power to 
delegate his authority. Tn the Act as originally passed 
there were some thirty regulations, many of a drastic 
character, but the wide powers conferred by the Act 
were apparently deemed insufficient. 

DICTATORSHIP POWERS 

Space does not permit a full statement of these 
ljowers. but an idea may be gained by a quotation from 
a statement issued by the National Council for Civil 
Liberties in 1935: 

"Under these Acts the Home Minister of 'Northern 
Ireland' is furnished with what arc practically dicta-
torship powers, and he may delegate these powers to 
any Police Officer. The Acts give unlimited powers of 
search and seizure and the Home Minister may make 
new Regulations creating new crimes at will. Habeas 
Corpus is suspended. Persons may be arrested on 
suspicion only, and they may be kept in prison indefi-
nitely without trial. Persons may also be interned 
indefinitely on the recommendation of a Police Officer, 
and there is no right of appeal against such imprison-
ment or internment. Cases may be heard in camera. 

"The Home Minister, acting on the advice of the 
police, may refuse to allow a person so imprisoned 'or 
interned I to send or receive visits from his friends or 
legal advisers. Thus the prisoner, denied a trial, is 
also denied access to all outside aid. The bank books 
of a suspect may be examined by the Police and his 
money may be confiscated. The death penalty may be 
imposed for offences other than murder or treason. 

"After a prisoner's death, the Home Minister or 
a Police Officer may direct that no inquest shall be 
held, and thus the prisoner's friends or relatives 

lobbying M.P.s. endeavouring to get Britain to honour 
its war-pledges about the self-determination of peoples 
by granting self-determination to Cyprus. 

Out of that series of struggles Ireland won partial 
freedom: an Irish State has been built up. and the 
people are now moving on steadily and resolutely to-
w-arsis the unification of Ireland. 

TYRANNY IN CYPRUS 

Like Ireland. Cyprus lias a long and chequered his-
tory. Cyprus has the advantage for the misfortune) 
of occupying an important juncture of the world high-
ways, and for three thousand years wave upon wave 
of conquest swept over the island, leaving behind 
misery and desolation. Assyrians. Babylonians, Phoe-
nicians. Romans, Byzantines. Crusaders, French, Veni-
t tans, Turks and English, i.e. every grade of conqueror 
who ever held sway over tile Middle East, has in turn 
occupied and administered Cyprus. It is remarkable 
that under such conditions the people succeeded in 
preserving 'heir language, culture, traditions and 
nationality, and have successfully withstood all 
attempts made by their various brutal overlords to 
denationalise them. 

In the interval.-, of freedom between the periods of 
invasion, the Cypriots developed a civilisation of their 
own ana a culture of particular eminence. The fable 
and worship of Venus, i.e.. the idealisation of beauty, 
originated there. Greek civilisation—sculpture, poetry 
and philosophy—blossomed on its shores.* 

At one time, in that bygone period. Cyprus was a 
prosperous place with close on one-and-a-half million 
inhabitants. At present there are only 370.000 people, 
eking out a miserable existence from a hard land 
tilled with antiquated agricultural implements and at 
the mercy of droughts (because the British Govern-
ment cut down the forests to supply the troops in 
Palestine and Macedonia with fuel during the last 
war), oppressed by the moneylenders and driven off 
the land, crushed by excessive taxation in order to 
maintain an imposing number of British administra-
tive officials, and ruled by the iron hand of despotism. 
Like the Irish, thousands of Cypriots. because of taxa-
tion and governmental indifference, were compelled 
to emigrate in search of livelihood. 

EXILES FIGHT ON 
There are to-day colonie- of Cypriot immigrants in 

England. France, the U.S.A. and South America. Egypt. 
Africa and Australia. who not only struggle to earn a 
living but also strive to assist their parents and rela-
tives at horn.'' and thus save them from dire hunger. 
At home the Government has abolished every form of 
constitutional administration, has suppressed all forms 
of freedom, imprisons those who dare criticise its 
actions, and consequently it e left to the emigrants 
who work jn places where there is still freedom of 
thought and action to combat the British dictator-
ship. and raise their voices for the freedom of their 
country. We believe that through our protests, through 
our propaganda and work in winning the support of 
the Labour movement and of the people of Britain, 
we shall compel the reactionary British Government 
to grant the Cypriots the right—which the whole 
people like one man demand at the present time—to 
govern themselves. 

We are certain that it is only with the assistance 
of the people of Britain that we shall win our demands. 
When the workers and the common people of England. 
Ireland. India and the Colonies make a common 
cause, then the era of imperialism will come to an 
end. freedom and prosperity will become the property 
of all peoples, and instead of an oppressing Empire 
we shall have a happy fraternity of free nations and 
free peoples 

arc denied all opportunity of inspecting the corpse 
for any marks of possible violence used in arrest 
or detention. The extraordinary powers contained 
in these Acts have actually been in use since 1922 
and they are now a permanent part of Northern 
Irish Law. 

If any further comment ifc needed, it can be found 
in the words of Mr. G. B. Hanna. now a member of 
the "Northern Ireland" Government: "The Home Sec-
retary shall have power to do whatever he pleases or 
let someone else do it for him." 

HUNDREDS OF PRISONERS 
Since the passage of the Act, not a year has passed 

without its powers being used. From 1922 to 1924 
hundreds of men were interned under its Regulations. 
So great was their number that the prisons were un-
able to hold them. Internment camps were opened 
at Ballykinler and Larne and the prison ship Argenta 
floated in Belfast Lough. I n 1925 and 1926 the Act 
was used to ban unemployed demonstrations in Bel-
fast October 1932 showed the full meaning of the 
Act. Demonstrations in support of the unemployed 
workers' demand for a higher scale of relief were 
banned, a curfew imposed, two workers were killed 
and many wounded defending themselves against the 
brutal attacks of the armed police. Tom Mann, 
veteran Leader of the British working class, was do-

•ported/Vom Belfast. 

Ipr January 1933 similar demonstrations in Derrv 
.wm- banned, and their leader, J im Donnelly, a native 
of Derry, deported. Lajer in the same year more meet-
s+rgiLjyircJjawui'-d-af^ Murray and Harry Pollitt 
deported. At the beginning of the present war the 
Act was again used. Raids and arrests under its 
powers were almost a daily occurrence. 

Up to the present about 400 men suspected of 
having Republican sympathies have been interned. 
Val Morahan, Betty Sinclair, and Billy McCullough. 
leaders of the Belfast workers, have been jailed, and 
all working class and anti-imperialist papers banned. 
In addition. 76 workers from a Belfast factory are 
held under the D O R A 

NAZI TACTICS 
These are examples of "freedom" in Northern Ire-

land. The Act has only been used to suppress all 
militant opposition to the Craigavon Government in 
the true Nazi style. Armed "Storm Troopers," under 
the title of "B " Special C<*istabulary, are regularly 
used to enforce its regulation^. 

It is time that the people of Britain were aware of 

(Continued at foot of next Column) 

PASSING WORDS 
TO A CRIPPLED SOLDIER 

You have done your best for England, 
But you are useless now. 

So, she's cast you off to beg or starve, 
Or live no matter how: 

That empty sleeve once cased and armed. 
You lost in England's war. 

That face that once was handsome 
Now is marred by many a scar: 

And this is your reward, poor wretch 
For all that bloodv strife 

This little bit of ribbon 
And tenpence a day for life. 

Oh! those who fight for England. 
And forget their own dear land. 

Must take what they are offered 
From their betrayer's hand: 

And England always casts away 
What she no longer needs. 

4 E'en though you in her service may 

Have (lone some doughty deeds. 
Twere better far you stayed at home 

And after all the strife. 
What have you gained? An eniptv ,-!eevi-

And tenpence a day for life! 

- BEN O 'H ICKEY from "Goodbye Twiligiv 

• 

Don't forget: the sender of everv original poem w 
publish will receive "Irish Freedom" delivered free fo>-
twelve months. I 'm told there are several promising 
Irish poets m Oxford. Lot's see what our 'at«st Con-
nolly Club Branch can do. 

* 
REVIEWS 

Writers, hke all other artists, do not live in a 
vacuum. Whether they like it or not. thev are con-
fronted by political situations, social conditions and 
all the manifestations of the decadent and corrupt 
social order in which we live to-day. Thev mav. ho v. -
ever, follow two courses in their work: they may"igr.or 
or attempt to forget the poverty and other realities o: 
the world and write idealistic fantasies, or they mav 
face up to the harsh facts and express and interpret 
them (the latter are the true artists). Ii does no: 
matter into which category any writer falls: whethe. 
lie admit it or not. his work and his development can 
only be explained in relation to the time and place ol 
his existence and to the sodial conditions which pre-
vail. John Lehmann in New Writing in Europe 'Pen-
guin Books. 6d.) deals with the development of a new 
spirit in verse, prose and drama inside the last ten 
years in relation to social and political conditions, and 
therein lies the virtue of this book. 

Mr. Lehmann in one interesting passage analyses 
the contribution to English literature of the younger 
Irish writers. Poetry in its relation to war is a sub-
ject of immediate importance which is also dealt with. 
Sean O'Case.v is acclaimed as the most successful 
author to have his play performed bv Unitv Theatre. 
Read this book. 

Only because of James Connolly's study' of the 
basic principles of scientific socialism and his grasp of 
the materialist conception of history was he able to 
write his extremely important books on the develop-
ment of Irish society. Labour in Irish History, The Re-
conquest of Ireland, etc. History does not unfold 
itself merely by a series of accidents or by the actions 
of any "leaders of opinion." Although The Material-
ist Conception of History and The Role of the Indi-
vidual in History were written in Connolly's time by 
G. V. Plekhanov, it is most unlikely that Connolly 
himself was acquainted with them, as they are now 
published in England for the first time, i Lawrence & 
Wishart. 1 6 each). Those of us who to-day carry on 
in the tradition of Connolly cannot neglect to study-
carefullv these important writings. In order to change 
the world, we must fjfrst of all understand the laws 
governing its development. • 

Also received: The Origin of the Family, Private 
Property and the State, by Frederick Engels tLawrence 
& Wishart. 7 6 and G - respectively). 

• 

GOOD NEWS 

The Connolly Club has now obtained supplies of 
James Connolly's works. See advertisement elsewhere 
in this issue. Also, don't forget to look out for the 
new-collection of Connolly's writings on War; out soon! 

P. MUSGROVE 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
• Advert isements w i l l g ladly be accepted for 

insertion. Ra tes are 3 6 per eol. inch and 

pro rata. 

• O u r circulat ion is rapid ly increasing and 

advertisers can be assured of a good return 

for their out lay. 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

IRELAND'S PERIL? 

London , B i r m i n g h a m or Manchester Branch of 
Conno l l y Club w i l l supply Speakers to any 

Organisat ion on request to: 

C O N N O L L Y C L U B , 58 Theobalds Road, London, 
W.C.1 . 

(Continued from Preceding Column) 

"Ulster s" "freedom." Already in many T.U. Branches 
the question Of Billy McCullough's Imprisonment ha.s 
been raised and resolutibns demanding his release 
passed. If the whole question of the anti-democratic 
Government were taken up vigorously in T.U. 
Branches and other working class organisations, suffi-
cient pressure could be brought to bear <5h the British 
Government to force them U> see that the Special 
Powers Act and the Partition ,of,Ireland are abolished. 

FOR FREEDOM 
By J. GR IFF IN 
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RATE - Twelve Months 4 '-
S i x Months 2/-

FOR A PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT 
/' |N the 12th of this month delegates representing 

literally millions of British workers will meet to 
lay the foundations for the establishment of a People's 
Government and the dethronement of the presen' 
lique of big business men and imperialist brigands. 

•.Tie People's Convention stands for the defence of 
he standard of living and of democratic and trade 
mion rights: for adequate air-raid precautions and 
'elief: for friendship with the Soviet Union; for the 
stablishmeni of a People's Government and a People's 

Peace which will get rid of the causes of war; for the 
ireedom of the Irish. Indian and Colonial peoples. 

V'e quote from the pamphlet Forward to a People's 
Gcuernment, by Mr. D. N. Pritt, K.C., M.P.: "The 
British People's Government would give convincing 
roof to the peoples of the world and particularly to 
he peoples under fascist rule by its actions. It would 
'Ot merely say to these peoples: 'You shall not be sub-

ifct to us or exploited by us in any way—you shall 
decide your own destiny.' It would prove this by saying 
o the people of Ireland: 'You shall no longer be kept 

divided by British bayonets; unite and decide your 
••fa destiny': and to the people of India: 'You have 
•our independence, you shall no longer be exploited 
v British imperialist interests; it is for you to decide 
our own destiny.'" 

For too long has the British people been duped and 
misled by imperialist propaganda concerning Ireland. 
It. ls'ol tremendous significance that to-day millions of 
British working people support the cause of Irish in-
lependence. Irish workers in this country have already 
'hrown in their support for this stirring movement. 
Republican opinion in Ireland has publicly declared 
its support for the People's Convention. The Connolly 
Club is sending delegates to put before the mass of 
.he British people Ireland's claim for freedom. Every 

I m b m a n and woman in this country must lend full 
-npport to the movement. Elect delegates now; then-

"till time. From the workshops, the fields, offices, 
nospitals- -everywhere Irish people may be found— 
must start Use forward march of a nation: a nation 
:nil(xi'ole in its demand for independence and the 
lU'l-'ion ol imperialism. 

* * * 

THE PRISONERS 
When Sir Samuel Hoare introduced his "Prevention 

. ! Violence" Act in 1939. he stated it was only a tem-
porary measure, but. like the Special Powers Act ot 
Northern Ireland, it remains as an act which can bo 
,s.(l against any militants, whether Irish or British. 

The Irish men and women sentenced to long terms 
ol imprisonment at that time seem. too. to have been 
forgotten and their heroic gesture for Ireland to have 
been m vain. 

Their plight is, however, brought to mind by the 
rt moval to Manchester jail of Mrs. Furlong, 78-years-
rId Irishwoman, who it is reported is in failing health 
and' suffers intensely from nervous trouble. 

It is scandalous that this old lady is still in prison, 
a,id we of " I m l i Freedom" urge that immediate de-
mands are nxute-jor her release. Already repre-
entations are bring made on her behalf, and readers 

ol "Irish Freedom" can raise the matter in their 
organisations and in letters to their T.D.s. 

The sentences passed on other Irishmen were con-
cu iiini-d as unjust by many people in this country who 
realised that these men and women were actuated by 
'he highest motives—to see Ireland free and united. 

That demand is more urgent than ever to-day. 
when the threat of invasion hands over our land, for 
the division of our country by British imperialism is 
only maintained by brutal oppression. For struggling 

pramst tins, hundreds of our countrymen North and 
South are suffering the rigours of imprisonment, and 
during the past month two of them have lost their 
.ives in prison. 

The movement against Partition and for the Repub-
lic is fast becoming stronger, and associated with it 
oust go to demand for the release of all Republican 

prisoners in Britain and Ireland. 

EVACUATION SCHEME 
Among many of the lying stories spread around by 

the enemies of Irish freedom is that one about the 
floating joy with which Irish people regard the effects 
of the bombing on this country. That such a story-
is circulating is eloquent testimony to the character of 
those imperial ghouls, some of them in clerical garb, 
who make their sickening demand for the indiscimi-
nate bombing of German and Italian cities. 

As far as the British people are concerned, in their 
present terrible suffering as a result of aerial bom-
bardment, people in Ireland are moved by the deepest 
sympathy and pity. They know that British working 
people are not their enemies and that they are but 
the innocent victims of a slaughter brought on their 
heads by Empire rulers. 

Ireland wants to help those victims, and long ago 
proposed to the British Government that a compre-
hensive Evacuation scheme to "Eire" of women and 
children from the bombed areas should be launched. 
It. is typical of the regard which the rulers of Britain 
have for the welfare of their own people that such a 
scheme was adopted six months after the bombing 
began on a large scale. Elsewhere we publish the 
details of this scheme 

As usual, this latest scheme contains clauses which 
will deprive many of the poorest British families from 
taking advantage of sending their loved ones away 
from the perils of a country at war. 

If a worker cannot maintain his wife and children 
apart from the small billeting allowance provided by 
the British authorities, he will not be granted per-
mission to send them. So we can assume that hun-
dreds of thousands of badly-paid and unemployed 
British workers are not worth the privilege of sending 
'heir families to safety. This very same Government 
claims the right further to Invade and destroy Irish 
independence because It wishes to protect Its own 
People! Isn't it time the Irish and British people 
stood together and put paid to the account of these 
tyrannical hypocrites who could not or would not pro-
tect anybody except their enslaved Empire? 

THE BATTLE OF IRELAND ! 

T H E "Battle for Britain" theme must be becoming 
-1 a little monotonous for the hired liars of Fleet-

street. For, lo and behold, those doughty scribes are 
busy using tons of ink every week-end saving "Eire " 
from Nazi invasion! In the last few weeks the columns 
of the more sensational British newspapers have been 
full of "news" about the mighty battles off the South 
and West coast of "Eire" and how the chivalrous lads 
of the R.A.F. have saved Ireland from Blitzkreig ter-
rors, even against its will. Really, the thought of 
the kind protecting wing of Churchill the Cavalier over 
his erring Irish chicks is too touching for words. We 
can hardly believe it! Even the respectable and Con-
servative "Sunday Times" cannot refrain from don-
ning the mantle of Don Quixote: "The battle of Ire-
land is probably already being fought by the R.A.F. 
in the course of its persistent attacks on'Brest. Cher-
bourg, Lorient. and Bordeaux." Well, it certainly 
brings a lump^to one's throat to think that the R.A.F. 
have been paying all these trips to the Invasion ports 
all for the sake of Caitlin Ni Huallachain. What do 
you think, lads? 

AMERICA AND I R E L A N D 
Colonel Donovan, in a recent Press conference in 

the U.S. Embassy, denied the rumour that he was 
commissioned to visit Eire to open up conversations 
about the Irish ports. The millionaires and trust 
magnates of the Dollar Republic have already sent a 
number of their Press stooges to Dublin to " smell 
around." and they found that neither high-power 
salesmanship or promises of Wall Street can budge 
the mass of the Irish to abandon their neutrality for 
the greater honour and glory of either the British or 
the American Empire. Hence Donovan is not being 
allowed to waste the fare over. "These guys are kind 
of wised up to us." say the American imperialists. But 
the propaganda of the Dollar Republicans against 
Irish neutrality goes on apace—in America and abroad. 
If the Irish don't believe in this war, they will have to 
be forced to believe in it. So American opinion is 
being prepared for an aggression against Irish inde-
pendence. Thus the reference in Roosevelt's latest 
speech to Irish neutrality. He stated that "Ireland 
cannot expect to hold out" or to be treated as an ex-
ception if the Axis dictators win the war. Mr. Roose-
velt: as you know yourself. Ireland is not being treated 
as an exception now under the heel of your friend 
But ish Imperialism—British-maintained "Northern 
Ireland" is even a closer cousin of Fascist Dictatorship 
than your own so-called "Democracy." And if in your 
speech you assure American workers that your present 
attitude in this war is governed by a desire to keep 
"war from this hemisphere." how have you got the 
brass face to ask the Irish people in the 26 Counties 
to bring war to their shores? 

THE OTHER AMERICA 
Roosevelt's is the voice of American capitalism— 

but there is another voice, that of the great mass of 
American working people and the mighty Irish exile 
population who want to keep war away from the 
shores of America and Ireland. Listen to one of 
them. The powerful United Irish-American Societies 
of New York have passed a resolution demanding of 
Roosevelt that "the planes, ships and war materials 
now being sent to England from the U.S. will not be 
used to wreck Irish cities or shed the blood of a people 
whose friendship with America has stood the test of 
time. The resolution asked that the U.S. Government 
should insist that naval and military material sent to 
England should not be made available for such a pur-
pose. It also condemned what is described as a recent 
demand by several British M.P.s that Irish ports 
should be seized as war bases if they were not turned 
over voluntarily to England. 

This is the voice that Ireland will listen to when 
the pillars of finance-capital in Wall Street and in 
Europe came crashing down in a world at peace. 

OXFORD UNION AND IR ISH PORTS 
A motion, "That this House can sympathise with 

Eire on her attitude in regard to the Ports," was car-
ried by a majority at Oxford last week-end in the 

TFOLLOWING the offer of the Irish Government to 
1 provide facilities for the reception of mothers and 

young children from Britain and discussion between 
officials of the two Governments on the details of the 
arrangements, details of a scheme arc announced by 
the British Ministry of Health and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland. 

These provide that mothers with children of school 
age or under, normally resident in British evacuation 
areas who make their own arrangements for lodging in 
Ireland will be given free travel vouchers. 

A lodging allowance will be paid to the householder 
with whom they go to stay. 

These general arrangements will be subject to 
the limitation that reception in Dublin, Cork, Lim-
erick and Waterford will be confined to mothers 
who are of Irish extraction or have Irish husbands. 
Lodging allowances paid to the householder will be 

5/- a week for each mother. 5/- a week for each school 
child of 14 and over, and 3/- a iflfcek for each child 
under 14. 

Mothers must maintain themselves and their 
children and applications cannot be accepted from 
mothers unable to do so. 
No permission is required for sending money to 

Ireland bv postal order, money order or cheque . 
While travel vouchers will be Issued, mothers will 

be responsible for their own arrangements for the 
journey. 

Passports, 1 ravel permit cards, or exit permits will 
not be required for mothers travelling to Ireland 
under this scheme. 

Applications should be made to the London County 
Council Divisional offices or, outside the L.C.C. area, 
to the local education offices. 

Applicants must live In the British evacuation area 
and should produce evidence such as a letter from 
their prospective host that arrangements for lodging 
In Ireland have been made. 

V 
Union's final debate of the Term. 

The Hon. Frank Pakenham and Mr. James Comyn 
proposed and seconded the motion in telling speeches. 

Mr. Comyn, who is this Term's President of the 
Oxford Union, is only son of Mr. James Comyn, S.C.. 
and a nephew of Judge Comyn. 

GERMANS, ITALIANS AND ENGLISH IN EIRE 

Asked if he had any information as to the number 
of Germans and Italians resident in Eire, Viscount 
Cranborne, British Dominions Secretary, states in a 
written answer: 

" I understand the number of Germans in Eire is 
306. of whom 141 are refugees and 30 are members of 
Religious Orders. The number of Italians in Eire 
is 149. My information is that the official staff of the 
German Legation in Dublin consists of six persons and 
three typists, and that the Italian Legation consists 
of five persons and one typist." 

According to Mr. de Valera. there are 26.000 English 
citizens in Eire. The latest census taken in "Northern 
Ireland" shows that over 50,000 born in England, Scot-
land and Wales reside there. 

Will we now hear any more talk of "Fifth Column" 
in Ireland? If we do, you know what to say. 

I M I T A T I N G CRAIGAVON 
Writing in a recent issue of "Irish Freedom," a 

columnist said that the only good thing about the 26 
Counties was its neutrality. And one of the main 
reasons for that neutrality, is the fact that the rulers 
of "Eire" are afraid of the people's anger should they 
betray the most urgent popular desire. Otherwise 
nothing good can be said of the 26 County Govern-
ment. Here are a few examples of how it is treating 
the people: 

Liberty and Democracy: There are no less than a 
thousand political prisoners in "Eire" concentration 
camps. Six hundred of these are imprisoned without 
trial or charge. Most of these men are true Republi-
cans and would desire nothing better than to fight in 
defence of Irish independence, but because they know 
too much about the broken promises of the Fianna 
Fail Ministers and distrust Jheir close association 
with men who have already betrayed Ireland, they 
must rot. die. or be shot in jail. 

Censorship: In a recent Seanad debate, Mr. Frank 
Aiken, Minister for the Co-ordination of Defence, tried 
to excuse the sweeping character of the Government's 
censorship powers by saying that they wanted to en-
sure the most impartial treatment of news from the 
belligerent countries. He then immediately contra-
dicted himself by referring to the suppression of a 
tenants' organisation because it had for its principal 
object "to deny the right of anybody. Corporation. 
Government, or individual, to receive rent." From the 
Minister's own mouth we learn that the emergency 
powers and censorship are being used against unem-
ployed and tenants organisations who do not demand, 
even, that people should not pay rent, but who fight 
for reduction of unjust rents for poor tenants and the 
Suspension of render for starving unemployed. We 
wtndfer __ what Davittor. even Parnell. would have 
tHbught of Star-Chamber Aiken. 

MR. AIKEN AND NEIL GOOLD 

The Minister also used the same occasion for an 
attack on Dublin workers' leader associated with these 
unemployed and tenants movement whom he accused 
of being "here under several aliases." The man in 
question is Hamilton Neil Stuart Goold-Verscoyle and 
comes from a well-known Donegal family. Since Neil 
became associated with the workers' movement in . 
Dublin he has played a leading part in unemployed 
demonstrations. His activity has singled him out for 
special attention from the police. He has been thrown 
into prison many times, and once the police authori-
ties tried to have him certified as insane to stop his 
activities. 

His modesty led him to drop his high-sounding 
name, and he is known simply as Neil Goold. In a 
recent issue of the "Irish Workers Weekly" he writes 
a letter asking Aiken by what law he has no right to 
use his own name. How about it, Mr. Aiken—why 
not admit that sometimes you speak in the approved 
Goebbels fashiqn? 

TEMPORARY VISITS TO IRELAND 

As announced in the December "Irish Freedom," 
temporary visits may now be made to Eire or Northern 
Ireland, provided that the applicant has a home there 
or that his wife and children have been evacuated 
there. Letters of recommendation from the Irish High 
Commissioner are not necessary for these visits, but 
an Irish Travel Permit is still required. 

LETTERS FROM EMPLOYERS 
Many queries addressed to our Council are from 

exiles whose employers refuse to release them in order 
to return home. This has resulted in many hardships 
and is the subject of protest by our organisation. In 
one case a young girl of twenty living in a heavily-
bombed area was refused her release by the employer. 
In all such cases a letter should be sent to the Pass-
port Office and to the Eire High Commissioner stating 
that the employer refuses release and insisting that 
the permit should be granted. Our experience is that 
the release may be obtained over the heads of the 
employers. Such an attitude on the part of the em-
ployers brings us back to the 'slave era, when men and 
women were owned by their masters. All such cases 
should be reported to us, and will be the subject of 
special representations. 

USEFUL ADDRESSES 
Eire High Commissioner: 33 Regent-street, London, 

S.W.I. 
Pass|>ort Office: Qtteen Anne's Gate Buildings, 

S.W.I. 
Passport Office: Dale Street, Liverpool. 
Passport Office: Bothwell-street, Glasgow. 

BULLETIN 

The Bulletin issued by our Council has been in 
demand. I t gives full particulars of your rights as 
Irish citizens and information how to obtain permits, 
etc. Address your queries to Exiles Adv. Council, 58 
Theobalds-road, London, W.C.I. 

Exiles Advisory Council 

EVACUATION OF REFUGEES TO 'EIRE' 

1 
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NOTES FROM THE NORTH 
By "RED HAND-

MORE MIDNIGHT RAIDS 

THE normal indiscriminate raiding of Nationalist 
areas in Belfast by the armed gun-bullies of the 

E.U.C. has of late become intensified. The homes of 
members of the Unemployed Workers' Organisation 
have now come in for attention. (Dangerous criminals, 
these unemployed. They have the audacity to ask for 
work! Raid their homes!) Irish men and women in 
England should see that their English workmates 
learn of Stormont barbarism; it may help them to 
understand this " war for democracy" when they re-
flect that it is only by terrorism, supported by British 
bayonets and British subsidies, that Imperialism can 
maintain its domination over Northern Ireland. 

BISHOP MAGEEAN HITS OUT 

These raids and the detention of innocent men, 
women, and (yes) children, have drawn a sharp con-
demnation of Stormont's gangster tactics from his 
Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Mageean. Stating that the 
whole Catholic community resented the treatment 
which had been meted out to them for years and that 
resentment was daily increasing, he continued: 

"For years indiscriminate raiding has been con-
stant among our Catholic people. Officials of the law 
break into the houses of our people at all hours of 
the night. I t does not matter one jot that the sus-
picions of those in authority were not well founded, 
and it has been proved that they are not. I t does not 
matter one jot that the efforts in the past to incrimi-
nate our people have been fruitless, they continue this 
raiding with unabated enthusiasm. 

"We resent the violation of the sanctities of our 
Catholic homes by these representatives of what are 
called law and order. 

"Furthermore, men and boys who have been 
arrested and thrown into prison had n^ charge 
brought against them, much less had any charge been 
proved against them. 

"Charges were not produced. It was assumed they 
were guilty. They had done their best to prove their 
innocence "in the eyes of the law as it existed in the 
Six Counties, and had given assurances of their future 
good behaviour, and yet it was all useless, and those 
men were allowed to lie and rot in the prisons of the 
Six Counties 

We resent that; that is tyranny; it is injustice." 

CONSCRi PTION OF LABOUR 

Another injustice condemned by Bishop Mageean 
is the iniquitous conscription of labour through the 
Northern Ireland Unemployment Exchanges. 

" Over a year ago," he stated, "conscription was 
defeated here, but the Government here and in 
England have succeeded in conscripting Irish 
labour. It is a real conscription of labour, because 
if the men do /lot go across to work which they 
dislike or which was dangerous, and for which fre-
quently they had no aptitude, if they did not accept 
it they were deprived of unemployment benefit. 
There was no alternative for them, and they were 
forced to go if they wished to keep their homes 
together. 

" Irish Freedom" has consistently championed 
those oppressed sections of the population for whom 
Bishop Mageean now speaks, and we welcome heartily 
his outspoken pronouncement. These injustices can-
not have enough publicity. The corruption of public 
life in Northern Ireland makes them all too rare. 

MIDGLEY DESERTS HIS CLASS 

Several times inside the last few months attention 
has been drawn in Notes from the North to the con-
tortions and jingo babblings of Harry Midgley, 

Labour's Tory-Socialist. Mr. Midgley has long posed 
as the champion of socialism and "internationalism," 
but when the war came he was not long in accepting 
the position of Honorary Recruiting Sergeant for his 
Imperial masters. Having stifled free discussion at 
the Annual Conference of the Northern Ireland Labour 
Party (which met contrary to his wishes) he has now 
won the praise of the enemies of those whose Trade 
Union contributions provide him with a livelihood. 
The Northern Whig (rabid Tory paper) pats him on 
the back—" A gifted and honest man, not afraid of 
expressing his opinions"—and then regrets that Midg-
ley lost his seat in Parliament: " Is it impossible to 
find the Alderman a seat in the Northern Parliament? 
On all vital issues of the times Alderman Midgley is 
as sound as any member of the Unionist Party." 

In their efforts to laud Midgley, the ruling class 
succeeds in branding him as a traitor to the cause of 
Labour. Throw him out! 

100 EQUALS 225 
A striking example of Unionist trickery was 

revealed by Mr. Cahir Healy, M.P., speaking at 
a great anti-Partition rally at Dungloe (Co. 
Donegal). 

" What sort of a democracy was it," he 
asked, "which decided that Fermanagh, with a 
majority of almost 6,000 people in favour of a 
united nation, should be tied like a spancelled 
goat to a political regime in Belfast which the 
people of Fermanagh had good reasons to dis-
trust? What sort of democracy tied Tyrone, 
with a majority of 13,000 in favour of a free Ire-
land, to a set of people who had driven a coach 
and four through P.R. and all the vital safe-
guarding clauses of the 1920 act?" He knew a 
county adjoining Donegal, "where the principles 
for which this war was being fought were so 
strictly observed" that at elections for the 
County Council 100 votes of the people who 
favoured Partition were made equal to 225 votes 
of those who favoured a united country. In Fer-
managh, 30,000 people who believed in reunion 
with Donegal could return only seven Council-
lors, but the minority of 24,000 Partitionists 
could return fourteen Councillors. 

MORE BRUTALITY 

A few weeks ago. five Republicans were sentenced 
to twelve years penal servitude by Judge Murphy. Not 
content with these savage sentences, Murphy ordered 
the men to get ten strokes of the cat. Such inhuman, 
sadistic savagery is not easily forgotten. It is the hall-
mark of British Imperialism from Trinidad to Cal-
cutta and from Capetown to Belfast. 

KING'S MEN! 

Few readers of " Irish Freedom" expected the 
policy of the Stormont Government to alter as a result 
of the substitution of one puppet for another. Lest 
some of his more simple-minded followers should, 
however, have any doubts on that score. Craigavon's 
successor (Mr. J. M. Andrews) has thought fit to make 
a pronouncement. 

"There will be no change in ' Ulster's' policy," he 
stated. "With Britain we stand both in peace and 
war, and, as our late Prime Minister said, we are 
King's men." And that is our complaint. The Black-
and-Tans were also "King's men"! 

TWO FUNERALS 

To show their esteem and regard for a soldier of 
the Irish Republic, over 10,000 people attended the 
funeral of John Gaffney, who died on board the prison 
ship "Alrowdah." Gaffney had a lifelong record in 
the national revolutionary movement, and his memory 
will be cherished by all Irishmen, North or South. 

In striking contrast was the funeral of Craigavon, 
at which the usual number of officials were present. 
Northern Ireland weeps no tears for Craigavon. 

THE EXILE By P. CLANCY 

I N many of the songs and ballads of Ireland there 
J- is sadness for those who, in every generation, have 
to seek bread and work in distant lands. To England, 
America, Canada, and to all corners of the earth 
flocked Irishmen and women to seek that which was 
denied them at home. Plundered and weakened by 
British Imperialism, Ireland remained undeveloped 
and poor, too poor even to feed her own sons and 
daughters. How many longed and fought for the 
day when Ireland would command its own destiny and 
bid good-bye forever to the emigrant shipl That day 
seemed to have arrived in 1921, when twenty-six coun-
ties of our country were torn from British rule and 
were at last governed by Irishmen. Again, in 1932, 
when de Valera promised bread, land and the Republic, 
many of our exiles returned only to be sadly disillu-
sioned. It seemed that Irish masters could be just as 
cruel and unconcerned as English ones, for bread was 
still denied to thousands. 

STILL THEY DIE! 

In his Christmas broadcast, Mr. de Valera spoke 
of many an Irish home saddened by the death of one 
of its loved ones in Britain. Yes, the same things 
were said when Kirkintilloch Bothy burned and when 
Burtonport mourned its dead, for the conscience of 
Ireland is troubled again, troubled that it paid scant 
heed to the social evils that force the strength and 
youth of our country abroad, to be derided, insulted, 
conscripted, and now bombed. 

And words of sympathy are spoken again; masses 
will be said and collections will be made. But until 
the workers of Ireland, conscious of their strength 
and organised in farm, factory and workshop, take 
control of the country in their own strong hands, 
these tragedies will happen. They are part and parcel 
of the system of Capitalism which Connolly fought 
against all his life and which we can surely fight 
against to-day. • 

EMIGRANT8 STILL SAIL 
To many the departure of the British meant a bet-

ter life; many new industries brought work, and many 
new homes brightened the towns of Ireland. But the 
emigrant still sails from Irish shores to seek his liv-
ing abroad. In London, Manchester, Birmingham, and 
Coventry to-day lie the bodies of many of these exiles, 
victims both of the German bombs and of the greed 
and inhumanity of their own countrymen. For great 
as Is the responsibility of the British Government for 
the disruption of Irish economic life by Partition, 
nevertheless, had the Irish Government less regard for 
the "Men of Property," and more for the working 
people, the wealth and soil of Ireland would be m<5re 
than sufficient to provide a livelihood for every Irish 
man, woman and child. 

GOOD NEWS! 
The Connolly Club has now obtained a supply of 

JAMES CONNOLLY'S WRITINGS 
The following publications should be on the bookshelf 
of every thinking Irish man and woman. Never were 
they more needed than to-day. Send cash with order 

to 58 Theobald's-road, W.C.I. 

LABOUR IN IRI8H HISTORY (Price 9d„ post free Is.) 

T H E RE-CONQUEST OF IRELAND (Price 9d., post 
free Is.) 

THE AXE TO THE ROOT (Price 3d„ post free 5d.) 

LABOUR NATIONALITY AND RELIGION (Price 6d. 
post free 9d.) 

Connolly Club Notes 

MEMBERS DEFY BLITZ 
/~WR Club has the honour to be the first Irish orgatu 

' isation to call a meeting on the question of th-
Ports. In addition we have laid the basis for organis-
ing a nation-wide campaign on the question and •> 
representative Committee is being tamed to tak< 
steps to lay the full facts before the British public 
and to organise the Irish here in defence of then 
country's neutrality and to carry on the struggle fot 
the ending of Partition. 

Our members in all branches continued with thei 
sales of our paper despite blitz conditions and bar-
weather, and their work is enabling the Club to con-
tinue printing the voice of the exiles in Britain. W> 
want our readers to help also in this task. Each 
reader can buy a number of copies and distribute 
them. 

All our branches are sending delegates to tit 
People's Convention, which is supporting the demanri 
for the ending of Partition and the maintenance o: 
neutrality. 

We still need many more members to help us de-
velop our work, and we appeal to all Irishmen to join 
our ranks. Fill in the form underneath and forward 
to Secretary, Connolly Club, 58 Theobald's-road, Lon-
don, W.C.I, when you will be put in touch with tb -
nearest branch. 

I WISH TO JOIN THE CONNOLLY CLUB. 

Name 

Address 

A NEW BRANCH 
OXFORD is the latest established Branch of the 

Connolly Club. At a highly successful inaugural meet-
ing, P. Musgrove, on behalf of the National Committee 
welcomed the foundation of the Branch, emphasising 
that now, more than ever, was it necessary for all true-
Irish men and women to organise themselves for th< 
protection of the limited amount of self-governmen; 

won for part of Ireland and to advance to the estab-
lishment of the Irish Republic envisaged by Connollv 
and Pearse. 

A Branch Committee was elected under the chair-
manship of Tom Doherty, and a helpful discussion oi 
future activity took place. It was decided that inten-
sive sales of " Irish Freedom" be one of the preliminar> 
steps, and that an initial order of ten dozen copies b 
placed; also that a delegate be sent to the People's Con 
vention. This is a grand start. Keep it up, Oxford' 
We need increased sales of the paper, an increase.:: 
membership, and the launching of a "Hands Off In-
land" campaign in the district, with open-air an-, 
public meetings. What about it? 

WHAT YOU CAN DO IN THE 
CONNOLLY CLUB 

• Sell "Irish Freedom" to your friends. 
• Get expert advice for Irish citizens with 

problems. 
• Associate wi th patriotic Irishmen and women 
• Participate in and organise Irish public and 

social functions. 

LONDON WORKERS SUPPORT 
IRELAND 

At the great meetings organised by the Peoples 
Convention in London, unanimous support was given 
to Ireland's attitude on the ports question, and the 
demand was made for the granting of full freedom 
to the Irish people. In this way, it was stated, could 

»the danger to Ireland be removed. A People's Gov ' 
ernment would be bound also to help Ireland in every-
way possible to defend her independence. 

YOU CAN BUY YOUR 

"IRISH FREEDOM" 
HERE 

LONDON— 
Mays' Tobacco Stores, 173a The Broadway, Crickle-

wood. 
The People's Bookshop, 115 Lavender Hill, S.W.U 
The Progressive Bookshop, 19 Church Lane, E.l. 
The Socialist Bookshop, 35 Gt. Bride Street, E.C.4. 
The Prospect Bookshop, 121 Drummond St., N.W.I 
Collets Bookshop, 66 Charing Cross Road, W.C.2. 
Central Books, 16 King Street, W.C.2. 
New Books, 4 Parton Street, W.C.I. 

BIRMINGHAM— 

Modern Books, 42 Holloway Head. 

LEEDS— 

The Progressive Bookshop, 85 Woodhouse Lane. 

SWINDON— 
The Progressive Bookshop, 73d Commercial Road 

BIRKENHEAD— 

C. A. Moore, 47 Westbank Road. 

SHEFFIELD— 

Workers' Bookshop, 6 Jessop Street, The Moor. 

GLASGOW— 

Collets Bookshop, la Dundas Street. 

MORECAMBE— 

J. Piatt, Newsagent, 34 Queen Street. 

OXFORD — 

The Bookshop, 36 Hythe Bridge Street. 

CAMBRIDGE— 

MacLaurin's Bookshop, 5 All Saints Passage. 

BRISTOL— 
The West of England People Bookshop 28 Ellbroad 

Street. 
CARDIFF— 

South Wales Bookshop (Haydn Sprague), 62 Charle., 
8treet. 
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