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REMOVE THE TRAITORS! 
WE, in "Irish Freedom." have made our a t t i tude 

quite clear on the pr imary questions affecting 
the defence of Ireland. TTie policy of neutrality and 
its extension to the whole island is the only one tha t 
will keep Ireland out of war. We have no t ime for 
'hose who approve of the mouthing of financial, mag-
nates, such as Sir John Keane, who prate about our 
"spiritual welfare'' (meaning the £300 million of I r ish 
capitalist money invested in Empire stock), being 
those, like Sean Russell, P. Fleming and their s t range 
bedfellow. Gen. O'Duffy, who hail German and 
Italian Imperialism as "resurgent nationalisms" and 
"liberators" of the Irish people. 

To both of these camps we say : We stand by the 
slogan of James Connolly : "Neither King nor Kaiser 
—but Ireland," Anyone who strays into the folds of 
either of the "royal freebooters," who helps them in 
their ruthless war for markets, profits and territories 
must be exposed as an enemy of the best traditions 
of Irish nationhood. 

ARE WORDS E N O U G H ? 
Mr. de Valera has spoken strongly on the question 

of neutrality. He has said in his speeches that "Ireland 
will resist attack no matter f rom what quarter it may 
come." 

But are words enough ? Remember Benes, of Czechoslovakia; he said much the same thing about resisting invasion until Germany reached the gates and then, under British pressure, he abandoned his people to utter defeat. Remember the brave words of Chancellor Schussnig in Austria until he bowed a t Berchtesgaden without a struggle. 
When we exiles in England witness the disgrace-ful oapitulations, re t reats and betrayals by continen-tal traitors of their people to any of the big powers, and then view the Irish political scene, some of the speeches from Leinster House echo in our minds like the "brave music of a dis tant drum." 

D E F E N C E C O U N C I L M O R Y A H ! 
Let us critically examine some of the practical measures taken by the de Valera Government to "defend" the Irish people : We think of the "National Defence Council" formed by the Government to effect a measure of "National Unity" in the emergency. Whom do we find on its panel ? Not the genuine representatives of the people, but men branded as t rai tors to the national struggle. Cosgrave, Mulcahy and Dillon—men who sold the pass in 1921, who slaughtered Irish Republicans for opposing their " F i f t h Column" activities, and who even tried to f e r m e n t oirfl war against de Valera himself in 1933 ! Does de 

Valera and his Cabinet for one moment imagine t h a t any clear-headed Ir ishman would accept these repre-sentatives of Banking and Bullock capitalism, these notorious upholders of Empire, as nominees for a 

genuine Council of Defence ? It is noteworthy tha t while de Valera extends the hand of friendship to Cosgrave, he jails and executes Republicans and per-mits wholesale at tacks to be made by the employers on the workers' s tandards. 
Clearly, if the de Valera Government puts repre-sentatives of the Cosgrave type into key positions, then it is only na tura l that all the defensive measures now being enacted bear the brand of these Quislings. 
Thus we find Dillon bemoaning the fact that there 

are people who actually complain that they have 
nothing to defend. Mr. Aiken, Minister for Co-
ordination of Defence, echoes this Irish Quisling : 
"Let no man excuse himself (from service, J.P.) on 
the plea that he will not fight for the social, political 
or economic conditions existing at this particular 
moment." (Irish Times, 24-6-40.) 

Well might Irish working people complain that they are being asked to defend big monopoly and 

By JIM PRENDERGAST 
property interests in Ireland. And nowhere is the policy of sustenance and support of t h e rich at the expense of the poor so blatantly displayed as in the actual defence policy of the Government. 

S H E L T E R P O L I C Y A LA ANDERSON 
Let us take the all-important question of A.R.P. For some months pas t the Government organ has been conducting a campaign for "A.R.P. Consciousness." Here it is necessary to emphasise t h a t protection against air attack is the vital concern of any Govern-ment existing in war-torn Europe. Havoc and horror beyond imagination has been caused in scores of European capitals, by the planes of the warring powers. Out of all this terrible experience one thing 

has emerged with crystal clarity : Only the provision 
of deep bomb-proof shelters can save the people from 
the worst horrors. 

Is this the policy of the De Valera Government ? 
Again let us listen to Mr. Aiken : "Every wise man 
should prepare himself against attack. He should Im-
provise a shelter that would give him immunity from 
everything barring a direct hit, in case his district 
was bombed, shelled or machine-gunned." (Irish 
Times, 24-6-40.) 

Since Mr. Aiken made tha t s ta tement , a veritable stream of "information" has poured f r o m his Ministry about A.R.P. Citizens are zealously reminded of their responsibility to their families and asked to "impro-vise" shelters as best as they can. You can get an "Anderson" type shelter for £12, or a concrete "bee-hive" for £14 upwards. As a mat ter of fact, if you are rich enough you will find a wide variety of reason-ably safe shelters advertised in the columns of the "Irish Times." 

But what of the mass of the people who have hardly a n y money to feed themselves let alone buy air raid shelters ?, Nothing for them except a re-hash of the British Government's instructions issued in 1938 about "strengthened rooms," "windowless pas-sages," "improvised garden trenches," etc. 
A little provision is now being made in the way of public air raid shelters, a few trench shelters in public parks, and Dublin is having 200 surface shelters (to accofnmodate 8,000 people ! !) erected. 
Should the situation arise in which Dublin is subjected to aerial bombardment, the totally inade-quate shelter system of the Government will expose 'he people to untold bloodshed. 
It is no accident that the Government neglects the people on this question. It is precisely because they are harnessed to the big monied interests that such a policy is possible. Deep, bomb-proof shelters, gas masks, paid wardens, all cost money. Someone would have to pay, and the people who robbed the old age pensioners of a shilling will oppose very bitterly the spending of "public" money on such projects as A.RP. Hence, on the question of protection from the air, the people are already betrayed by the "leaders," who put cash before country. 

L A R D E R S - F O R T H E R I C H ! 
Then there is the question of Supply. What is the Ministry of Supply doing to help the people meet an emergency situation where shortage of food, fuel or other necessaries may occur as a result of invasion or blockade ? Mr. Sean Lemass has advised the people to "lay in" supplies for an emergency. The bus worker, the unemployed man, the small farmer, where in heaven are such people to get the money to "lay in" stocks of food ? 
Perhaps Mr. Lemass did perceive the hollowness of this advice for the poverty stricken Irish people when he advised local wholesale and retail traders about the necessity of "The keeping of their stores 

full, so as to insure that they will be able to meet all 
demands, even if fresh supplies cannot be maintained." ' I r ish Press 10-6-40.) 

So here we have a Ministry of Supply, set up to deal with a n emergency, passing the most important job on to t h e shoulders of the individual citizen and the private t rader . Here again there is no problem for the rich—they can stock their la rders for months ahead, but for t h e mass of the working people it may mean starvation in a crisis. T h e Dublin Labour Party organisation put forward a comprehensive memoran-dum to the Dublin Corporation demanding that it should t ake responsibility for organising emergency supply centres; 'it demanded t h a t the Ministry of Sup-ply should set up similar centres throughout the country. T h e Government turned a deaf ear to these proposals f rom a virile organisation of the working-class, but later Mr. de Valera could blandly state in 
(Continued on Page Four) 

Craig Imprisons Workers' 
Leaders 

• NEXT MONTH an Important arttala on the 
West Indies, by J. D. Buckle, will appear. 

WE GREET FRANK 
RYAN 

[Since the above-mentioned sentences were imposed, an appeal has been lodged with the result that the sen-tence on McCullough has been reduced to four months, and that of Miss Sinclair to two months. 

ERANK RYAN is free! It is officially confirmed beyond all doubt that he has left Franco Spain and is now at liberty. For millions of working people throughout the world this news will be greeted with great joy. In New York, Paris, London and Berlin, on the five con-tinents of the globe, the name of this great leader has become a symbol of heroic and valiant struggje against Fascism. 
But the news of his liberation will mean most to his own people of Ireland. They know best of Frank's great record, not only as an anti-Fascist fighter, but as one of the most distinguished and gallant fighters for the establishment of an independent Irish Republic. 
The manner of his release or his actual whereabouts is still not known, beyond the fact that it is reported h« is in Lisbon awaiting passage to Ireland. The full story 

of his release, therefore, must wait till he lands on Irish 
soil. 

In the meantime let us remember with pride that Frank Ryan has acquitted himself nobly while in the hands of the Carsons and Craigavons of Spain. Franco, his firing squads, his chains and his dungeons could not break the spirit of our Indomitable leader. Neither could their monstrous sentence of thirty years' Imprisonment extinguish Frank's faith in the movement to which he has devoted his life. Just as in Ireland, when he laced the murder gangs and Jailers of Cosgrave with cool cour-age, so in Spain also, Frank Ryan remembered that the voice of the working people Is stronger than any weapon of torture or intimidation ever Invented by any tyrant. 
He was rlght^-the voice of the people, the thou-sands of resolutions, the demonstrations In Ireland, Bri-tain and America, since Frank was captured two and a half years ago, have prevailed and Frank Ryan Is free. 

CHARGED with " spreading disaffection to His Majesty," Billy McCullough and Betty Sinclair, two prominent workers' leaders in the Six County area, appeared at the Belfast Custody Court on Monday, October 7th. Heavy sentences—two years' hard labour and one year's hard labour, respectively—were passed on these two workers. They were also ordered at the expiration of these sentences to enter into bail, or in default, to serve further terms of six months' Imprison-ment. Notice of appeal was lodged, but Mr. McCoy, the presiding magistrate, refused ball. 
The charge arose out of an article which appeared in " Red Hand,'" a Six County workers' paper, which con-tained the statement: "Like Pearse and Connolly, we must look to the possibility of foreign aid for our cause." The argument of the prosecution that this statement referred to German aid, was ably answered by Miss Sinclair who pointed out that the Communist Party, of which she Is a member, interpreted "foreign aid" as meaning the assistance of the "revolutionary working-class of all lands." McCullough and Sinclair both stated that their Party had always opposed any suggestion of Fascist aid In the struggle for Ireland's independence. 
"If one is'not allowed to remove the Government of the day by free political expression then we have out-H1 tiered Hitler." This was the biting comment of Mr. J. D. Chambers, defending counsel, on the nature of the charge. 
This aptly sums up the attitude of Craigavon and his paid minions to genuine ant^-Fasclsts in the Six Coun-ties. He, and not the militant workers of Belfast, con-stitute the fascist danger. Rlbbentrop evidently did not waste-his time when he was the honoured guest in the demesnes of that gang of political cut-throats and scoundrels still posing as the "Government of Northern Ireland." 
Now, while Craig and his mob face crisis 'In their own ranks, and growing opposition from the mass of the people, they turn their guns on the workers, designating their best leaders as "Fifth Columnists" in a vain effort to avoid the Impending collapse of their own rotten 

i f th i f t , Look at the records of Cralgavon's two latest victims and Judge for yourself if they are guilty of the slightest 

association with the creed of Nazism which was once so openly embraced by Lord Londonderry and his clique: Billy McCullough: Organiser, Belfast C.P.; secretary. No. 1 Branch of N.U.R.; member of the E.C. of Belfast Trades Council; delegate to last three annual Con-gresses of the N.U.R. and delegate to the latest Irish Trade Union Congress. Betty Sinclair: Leading member of Belfast Commun-ist Party; E.C. .member of Northern Ireland Textile Workers' Union; member, E.C. of Belfast Trades Council; prominently associated with antl-Fascist relief work for Spain and China; well-known in Dublin and Belfast as an able speaker, particularly in the unemployed workers' struggles. 
Treason and disaffection does not come from the ranks of the working-class. Even Bevin admits that. In the Six Counties It Is most likely to come from Craig-avon's own gang. Workers will not forget how he boasted before the last war of his associations with the German Kaiser, and how Carson and he preached mutiny and sedition against the British people. 
These brutal sentences on Belfast workers are the signal that the terror previously reserved mainly for the persecuted minority of Nationalists In the North is now to be turned full blast against the Labour Movement. Morahan, Sinclair and McCullough are in Jail. Their liberation woultl defeat Craigavon's attempt to muzzle the rflovement of revolt against his terror regime. Al-ready, in Dublin and Belfast, powerful committees have been formed to assist the campaign for their release. In Britain, along with other bodies, the National Council for Civil Liberties is taking an active interest in the case and is preparing a memorandum for widespread distribution. Members of the prisoners' own Party have opened a fund with Willie Gallacher, M.P., as hon treasurer. " Irish Freedom" calls on all its readers to send financial assists ance to this fund which can be sent to our Theobalds Road address. Resolutions on the subject should be sent to: The Minister for Home Affairs, Stormont, Belfast. 

We In "Irish Freedom" and the Connolly Club are proud to have Initiated the campaign which swept through the Labour movement of this country for Frank's release. We extend the heartfelt greetings o1 all revolu-tionary exiles In this country to our great leader, wishing him a safe passage to Ireland where he is assured of a rousing and historic welcome home. 
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ORANGE & GREEN -
UNITED IN OCTOBER. 1932 

/ CONDITIONS of living in Belfast in 1932. for the ma-
" jority of the working population, was anything but 
handsome. Of the unemployed population there were 
2.000 able-bodied men and their dependents existing 
solely on a miserable payment in kind from the Belfast 
Poor Law Guardians. These payments ranged from 8 -
per week, for man. wife and child, to 16 - per week for 
man, wife and three children. Nowhere did the scale 
go aver £1 per week. In order to obtain cash for rent, 
this chit (payment in kind) had to be handed* over to 
some grocer or merchant and rent equivalent was handed 
over for the rent. Conditions at the pay centres and on 
the relief jobs became so intolerable that the way was 
paved for what will always be remembered in Belfast as 
October. '32." 

Approaching October a mass meeting of relief workers 
was held, a committee was elected, and full steps were 
taken to get the support of all trade union and Labour 
organisations in Belfast. The Revolutionary Workers' 
Groups (Communist) gave active support and leadership 
to the strike. The Relief Workers' Committee put the 
unemployed demands before the Belfast Board of Guar-
dians. 

The Guardians refused to consider the demands made 
and strike action was taken by the men on the jobs 
on Monday, October 3rd. All jobs were picketed and 
great demonstrations of protest took place. Every sec-
tion of the working people of Belfast united in a mighty 
demonstration that night, at which there were six plat-
forms and over 80,000 people. Money and help poured 
in from all over Ireland, from field and factory, from 
Trade Union Branches and Trades Councils. Belfast 
has yet to witness a mightier gathering, when Orange 
and Green united to stop the slow starvation of 2,000 
men and their families. . 

The Lord Mayor (Sir Crawford McCulloughi who had 
refused to see the strikers, was forced to ask them to 
send a deputation to discuss the demands. 

Single men who were refused outdoor relief, marched 
in company with thousands of people to take up resi-
dence in the Workhouse to obtain indoor relief. 

Food depots were opened up and money collected for 
the relief of the strikers. A further mass demonstration 
to the Guardians was called for on Tuesday, October 
11th, to press their demands forward. The reply of the 

THE DEMOCRATS' 
By J. G R I F F I N 

"Generous conciliation and gracious mercy have always 
been foreign to the policy of our rulers. Tyrants 
they were from the beginning, and tyrants they seem 
resolved to be to the end of their hateful dominion. 
England's sceptre has been the sword, her diadem 
has been the black cap, and her throne has been the 
gallows for the last 700 years. She is stupid in the 
blood of India; red-handed from the massacre of the 
women of Jamaica. She exists with the blood of 20 
generations of dead Irishmen standing between her 
and God on high—and with brave Irishmen still suf-
fering in her dungeons, she calls on us to applaud the 
proud policy of her Government."—G. H. Moore, M.P. * * * 

THE above quotation is taken from a speech made by 
G. H. Moore, M.P., at Castlebar in 1869. Nearly 100 

years have passed since then and G. H. Moore is prob-
ably forgotten by most Irishmen, but that quotation could 
be used almost word for word to describe Britain's atti-
tude at the present 'day. 

Probably the biggest event since then has been the 
World War of 1914-18. British Imperialism entered that 
war ostensibly In defence of the freedom of small nations. 
Immediately she appealed to Irishmen not only to ap-
plaud her policy but to take up arms in defence of it. 
Freedonj for Ireland was a question which could, of 
course, very well be postponed until hostilities had ceased. 

One small body of Irishmen could not quite see the point of this and proudly insisted on settling the ques-tion immediately. In order that the fight for freedom might not be impeded, 12 of them were executed and hundreds of other Irishmen were deported to English gaols. The first World War ended in 1918 but it was only after a further four years of fierce and bloody warfare that Britain was forced to grant a measure of freedom for Ireland. 
In order to still hold a garrison in the old country, no hesitation was shown in partitioning the country, and the industrial north was retained as a means of main-taining a strong grip on Ireland. 

" IRELAND LTD." 
Ireland has once again given her ancient cry for help, and called upon her sons to defend her. 
The Irish dallies recently published full-page adver-tisements to the sons of Eire to rally to the call. A stirring appeal, quoting An Taoisach's words to the na-tion on June 16th, telling us "We must think now in terms of common security, and not in terms of business." Lurking slyly at the side, in very much smaller print, is the informatioh that all this heroism will be paid for at the princely rate of two shillings and threepence a day. So embarrassed were they by the mention of filthy lucre in so noble a cause, they forebore altogether to state the rate of allowances for wives and children— hastily mentioning that the marriage and children's allowances would be the same as those paid to the regular forces. 
The really interesting thing about this appeal is that K wMJPoaaored, <* a contribution to National Defence, by Mfaislneag firms—approximately half of them not Irish at all, but merely branches iof English firms ex-ploiting the Irish market. A good number of the re-

Northern Government came quickly. The demonstration 
was proclaimed, under the Special Powers Act. and a cur-
few was imposed on all inhabitants. The police force 
(armed as always' in Belfast was dispatched to attack 
peace® assemblies of the unemployed. 

On the morning of October 11th. Belfast was a veri-
table armed camp. On that day two workers. Baxter 
and Geeham. were killed in "circumstances unknown" 
and nearly 100 men and women were arrested for trying 
to address meetings or to detend themselves. 

The battle lasted long into the night and the temper 
of the people rose very high. So high in fact that this 
time something reasonable was offered by the Guardians 
to the workers. They offered the following:— 

i l i Man. wife and child £1 per week: <2< Man, wife 
and two children 24 - per week; < 3 > Man. wife and 
three to four children 28 - per week: i4> Man, wife 
and five to six children 32 - per week; i5> Abolition of 
payment in kind; (6) Promotion of further relief 
schemes at Trade Union rates of pay. 

These proposals were put before the relief workers 
at a big meeting held in St. Mary's Hall on October 
15th and they were accepted. Arthur Griffin, although 
hunted by the police for over a week, still carried on his 
activity on behalf of the strikers. He appeared at this 
meeting and received great applause when he spoke. A 
few days later he was arrested and sentenced to three 
months in prison for "riotous assembly." Later, in 1933. 
when preparations were being made to celebrate the 
anniversary of the occasion, lie was arrested and sen-
tenced to three months. When he came.out, his health 
was broken. He was sent to the Soviet Union, but being 
so far gone in health he succumbed and to-day he lies 
in Yalter. his memory revered by the Irish people. 

In 1932. the relief workers Increased their well-being 
by united action but 1940 finds their position as bad as 
ever. To-day there are about 10,000 people drawing out-
door relief and they are very hard-hit by the unprece-
dented rise in the cost of living. Once again as this 
anniversary draws close, it is good to remember that 
only in the strong unity of Orange and Green will the 
good clear red rage of a subjected people shine through 
and the tyrant, Craigavon, will be swept from power for 
ever. 

Remember October, 1932 : —BETTY SINCLAIR. 

The crime of Partition was added to the many crimes 
of British Imperialism. Once again Britain is at war 
and once again Irishmen are called upon to applaud her 
policy. Again she appeals on the strength that she is 
fighting for "freedom.'" This time, however, Britain has 
less support than ever in Ireland. The majority of Irish 
people have declared for neutrality and are fighting to 
maintain that neutrality. In the North Craigavon has 
declared that he is in complete support of Britain's 
fight for "freedom." 

CRAIG AVON'S "FREEDOM" 
So sure is he of the support of the population of 

Northern Ireland that Val Morahan, a man who for 
years has fought for genuine freedom for the people of 
Ireland, has been sentenced to 2\ years imprisonment 
for being in possession of leaflets appealing for the with-
drawal of the Six Counties from the war. In spite of an 
unemployment figure of 70,000 he is finding it very diffi-
cult to get recruits for the British Army. 

Yes, Britain is finding it very hard to get the Irish 
people to applaud their policy. Years of experience have 
taught the Irish people that British Imperialism cannot 
genuinely support any fight for freedom while she holds 
in subjection the peoples of India and the Colonies, and 
maintains an armed force in Ireland in order to perpetu-
ate the partition of our country. 

The Irish people have proved by their actions that 
they will genuinely support any struggle against tyranny 
in any part of the world. They have and are continuing 
to struggle for the freedom of their own country. This 
struggle is being carried on against great odds. The 
trend of the present war has brought the threat of inva-
sion to Ireland. From 1916 to 1922 the odds against 
the Irish people were also great. The Irish people, by 
uniting their forces and bringing the mass of the people 
into the fight, succeeded in winning great victories. Par-
tition is the greatest menace to the defence of Ireland. 

By once more creating a mass people's movement, 
this menace can be removed. This movement can be 
built in the factories and workshops, at the Labour Ex-
changes, and in the farms. Exiles can play their part 
by gaining support for this movement among the pro-
gressive peoples here. Leaders of the type of Connolly, 
Pearse and Mellowes can be developed from the ranks 
of the people and with Its roots firmly established in 
the working class this movement could smash Partition 
and sweep forward to the final emancipation of Ireland. 

maining half are Anglo-Irish firms whose names have 
never been synonimous with Irish interests or freedom. 
When did the security of the Irish working-man, in in-
dustry or agriculture, concern the capitalist employers? 
But now our security means their security, so Join up, 
play the man. Remember the glorio* history of your 
country. "Britons—pardon me—Irishmen never^ never 
shall be slaves!" And all for two-and-three a day! 

In the past that gallant cry for freedom for Irishmen 
was given by Irishmen and patriots. Who now stands 
where stood Red Hugh, Sarsfteld,-Emmett, and all those 
gallant men who called on Erin's sons in time of danger? 
The registered proprietors of " Heado " Ltd., " Blowo " 
Tyres (Ireland) Ltd., and the directors of cinemas and 
theatres? 

Irishmen have always been gallant fighters, too ready fighters our critics have said. We have fought for causes, Just and unjust, that were not our causes, and to our shame have died In the interests of tyrants. Tyrants are unpleasant things, but surely we shall never sink so 
low as to die in the interests of registered proprietors! 

H.S. 

PASSING WORDS 
r P H E difficulties of producing a paper in war-time -I led to the September issue appearing much later m the month than usual. This probably explains the lack of response to the appeal for original poetry to publish in these columns. Again "Irish Freedom" asks you to submit poetry for publication. The senders of all poems published will receive "Irish Freedom" de-livered or posted free for the next twelve months. Keep your poems short, as we do not have a lot of space to spare. If a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed, all entries will be returned with a brief criticism. 

Larkin's "Irish Worker" and Connollys "Workers' Republic" both printed some of the finest realistic poetry which has been written. J ames Connolly realised the value of a real workers' culture and wrote many poems himself. We would like to see "Irish Freedom" carry on the traditions of these two great revolutionary journals. 
While recently looking back through some old file-: of tlie "Irish Worker" to lead some of Connolly stirring articles during the last war. I came across poem by Maeve Cavanagh in the issue dated 29th August, 1914, shortly a f te r the outbreak of the las' Great War. Few Ir ishmen of the younger generation have had an opportunity to read it and so. for ::-. historical interest, we reprint it. 

AT THE CROSS-ROADS 
Whilst a craven England struggles for life 

And Continents lock in the throes of war— 
The roar of the tumult to Ireland comes 

As the voice of Freedom's ambassador. 
And many a boundry line may fade 

And ancient standards be lowered for aye— 
Will Ireland alone stand effortless, bound 

When the war dust, at last, has cleared away'.' 
Nay—hark to the call of Ireland ringing 

Over her cities and yellowing plains 
You who would free her strike now and quicklv 

Ere forever the one great moment wanes. 
The call and the moment has come at last 

As we hoped and prayed—did we mean that prayer 
Would you traitor prove to the creed of Tone— 

Who dally and halt at the cross-roads there 1 

Your answer Ireland impatiently waits 
Beware of the traitorous council now. 

History shall tell of the choice you made. 
Of the perjured oath, or the rebel's vow. 

.'•/ 1/. 17-. i I 1 ! V !(./•. 

A N A P P E A L 
It is a tragedy that many of our old Irish revolu-

tionary papers can only be found in the National 
Library in Dublin or in the British Museum. (And 
some not even there.) Consequently I should like to 
appeal to readers of this column for par t iculars of any 
such papers they may have. They would be of enor-
mous value to "Irish Freedom." Please no not send 
us any actual papers; merely details. Copies of the 
"Irish Workers' Voice" and "ir ish Front" "are specially 
needed. The Editorial Board is also particularly con-
cerned in securing a copy of "Irish Freedom, Vol. 1 
No. 1. Will any reader possessing a copy please com-
municate with 58. Theobald 's Road, W.C.I. , 

R E V I E W S 
.. "The Traitor Class," by Ivor Montagu (Lawrence 
and Wishart, 2/-), is the most revealing indictment ot 
the policy of the British ruling class which has yet 
been published. Out of their own mouths and through 
their own writings Mr. Montagu proves conclusively 
tha t the betrayals of the people of Britain and abroad 
which led to the present blood bath were dictated by 
their selfish class interests alone. History is deter-
mined by classes and not individuals. T h e miseries 
in which we find ourselves to-day are caused, not by 
the foolishness or wickedness of individuals, but by the 
logical development of a policy designed to protect 
wealth and privileges of the ruling class. Faced with 
the wrath of the French working class, their leaders 
had to choose between a government of the people 
and bowing the knee to Hitler. We know the path 
they chose. The same pa th is being trodden by those 
who keep workers in subjection throughout the British 
Empire. 

This book is already a best seller. 
Jus t one criticism. Mr. Montagu's s taccato style is at times somewhat trying. But one can ' t have everything. 

"Churchill Can Unite Ireland," by J i m Phelan (Victor Gollancz, 2/6). The opening chapters of Phelan's book might be described as a fa i r summary of the at t i tude of the Ir ish man-in-the-street to Britain and the present war. I am afraid tha t is the only good thing t ha t can be said about this book. Otherwise one suspects tha t Phelan was forced to write an atrocious and badly-documented pot-boiler in a great hurry. His conclusions, based on the title of his book, are really unforgivable. No Ir ishman in his right senses could regard Churchill, a consistent and bitter enemy of Ireland's fight for independence, as the one who would even if he could, raise a h a n d to help the I r i sh people Can a leopard change his spots, or is he changing them ? We advise Jim Phelan to ask Morahan, Sin-clair or McCullough. We hold no brief for the "Iron Heel" of Nazism, but we see no reason to bear with the "Iron Heel" of Bri t ish Imperialism on tha: account. We are .sorry t h a t J im Phelan should find himself in the camp of one of the Reactions since they have fallen out between themselves. We prefer to stay with Connolly. 
GEORGE MUSGROVE. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
• Advertisements will gladly be accepted for 

insertion. Rates are 2/6 per col. inch and ^ 
pro rata. 

• Our circulation is rapidly increasing and 
advertisers can be assured of a good return 
for their outlay. 
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A PEOPLE S 
G O V E R N M E N T 

| J A Y and night the bombs are falling. Thou-
sands of lives have been lost (and are being 

k-st) that might easily have been saved or would 
even at this late moment be saved if adequate 
pir.'tection were provided for the people. 

While the rich enjoy comfort and even 
.» me luxury in safe shelters, the Government 
persistently neglects the most essential measures 
oi air-raid protection for the masses and makes 
insufficient provision for relieving and re-
housing the victims of aerial bombardment. This 
same Government, while profess ing ' to be fight-
ing a war for freedom and democracy — a 
people's war, in fact—refuses the demand for 
f r eedom of the Irish and Indian peoples and will 
not recognise the right of all nations to deter-
mine their own destinies. 

There are many signs in England to-day that 
t h - G overnment will not be tolerated for much 
longer. Representatives of the working people 
fro*m all over the country have united to call a 
great People's Convention for J anua ry 12th, 1941 
to lead forward to the establishment of a 
People's Government that will give full expres-
sion to the needs of the masses. 

Such a Government would not merely pro-
vide protection for the people, but would join 
wiih the working people of all other countries, 
grant f reedom to the Colonial workers and se-
cure the speediest ending of this war and a 
people's peace. 

It is the duty of every Irish exile to join with 
his English brothers in support of the People's 
Convention that will lead us f rom this present 
desperate situation to peace and freedom. 

Exiles Advisory Council: 
IMPORTANT LEGAL 

DECISION 
A legal decision important to exiles was made at 

Watford Police Court on September 3rd, when Maurice 
O'C'onnell was charged with refusing to register for mili-
tary service^ The case was dismissed, Mr. Salter, the 
manager of Watford Labour Exchange, explaining the 
relative clauses of the Military Service Act, stating that 
citizens of Eire resident less than two years in Britain are 
NOT liable for military service. 

This is of very vital interest to all Irishmen as many 
men are being intimidated into registering who are not 
liable. 

" N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D " E X I L E S 
The British Authorities now refuse to recognise Six 

County exiles as Irish subjects and application for Exit 
Permits should, therefore, be made direct to the British 
Passport Authorities, Queen Anne's Gate Buildings, 
Westminster. 

This treatment of Irish subjects by the British Au-
thorities has been made the subject of protest, and we 
urgently appeal to all readers to raise the matter by 
writing to their T.D.'s and organisations in Ireland. 

R E G U L A T I O N S RE W O M E N AND 
C H I L D R E N 

Under the Evacuation Scheme there is no difficulty 
in obtaining permits for women and children travelling 
to any part of Ireland. Send applications direct to 
British Authorities, explaining you are evacuating. 

IR ISHMEN IN J A I L 
The Connolly Club Executive has sent a strong pro-test to all Irish organisations demanding that represen-tations be made by the Irish Government for the release of these men. 
The cases were fully reported in last month's "Irish 

Freedom," and we hope to have further news next 
month. 

We would like to express our appreciation of the good 
work being done by the Eire High Commissioner and his 
st^ff.,,. All cases brought to his attention by our Council 
have received prompt and sympathetic attention. 

M. McINERNEY. * * * 
Send your queries to Secretary, Exiles Advisory Coun-

cil, 58 Theobald's Road, London, W.C.I., enclosing a 
stamped addressed envelope. Enquiries are answered 
gratis but those exiles who can afford it are asked to 
make a small donation. 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IRELAND'S PERIL? 

London, Birmingham or Manchester Branch of 
Connolly Club wil l supply Speakers to any 

Organisation on request to: 

C O N N O L L Y C L U B , 68 Theobalds Road, London, 
W.C.1. 

ARE THEY 
REPUBLICANS? 

By H. D E L A R G Y 
\ I O S T Ir ishmen claim to be Republican. The party * 1 Igiders of Fianna Fail and Labour, together with at least an appreciable section of Fine Gail would argue that their long-term policy—that ' r a the r nebulous ideal professed by every party as distinct from its immediate interests of political expediency-makes provision for an independent republic. In the North, even the moribund Nationalist group would not categorically deny the republican idea. And apar t from the accredited political parties, every unat tached organisation in Ireland is avowedly working for a republic. More significant still, the 'vast major i ty of the people, no matter how they cast their votes, reallv do believe, either by conviction or from sheer senti-ment, in some form of republican government. 

And yet we are a long way from having a republic. The obstacles are formidable. They are great enough to make this huge majori ty apathetic; great enough to have changed good men who in their youth were full of fire and courage, into time-serving politicians; great enough, in fact, to cause the true republican to be regarded as renegades and dangerous men in a land where everyone is republican at heart ! 
Wo would spend nights and days examining all the obstacles in the path: the power of the rich men. the gigantic power of British propaganda, which can masquerade in a hundred disguises and gain i ts pur-pose through Irish means just a s effectively as through its own organs. But the chief obstacle is none of these. These are things we can recognise and face. Did there exist nothing else to prevent our reaching the goal, the path would be comparatively clear. The chief obstacle is more simple and more insidious because it lies within ourselves and we incline to overlook it. Our main difficulty is our own loose thinking, our failure to define our terms, our own stupidity. 
You could select half-a-dozen Irishmen, all claim-ing to be republican, and ask each of thtoi to tell you precisely what he means, and you could receive half -a-dozen different answers. 
They want a continuance of the same evils under another flag. The same hunger and unrest, the same cruel landlordism, the undeveloped land and the failure of home industry, the continued denial of t rue freedom to four-fifths of their countrymen—all the horrors that have come down to us as a legacy f rom foreign oppressors would be gladly accepted by these young patriots, provided t h a t Britain officially recog-nised us as a separate nation. They are convinced tha t to their sole keeping a re entrusted the t rue articles of republican faith. They repeat the words of dead men like a happy re f ra in or a secular prayer and never understanding the te rms they use. 
It may sound thrilling to cry "Break the connection with England," but it would be a good idea to com-prehend first of all what those words mean and what they meant to the man who first uttered them. The man was Wolfe Tone. When Tone opposed England, he knew precisely what he was fighting against; when he set out to break the connection he had an exact idea of the nature of that connection. England, he said, was the source of all the evils which his people suffered; her laws, a gigantic system of robbery and fraud. It was the robbery and fraud which first and last held his attention. He took care to make his position clear. But Wolfe Tone is not good enough for our new republicans. For all they care the robbery and fraud can go on for ever provided the robber wears his torch or lily on Easter Sunday. 
They may have many excellent qualities. They may be energetic, brave, sincere, generous—but they are most certainly not republicans. 

News 
B E L F A S T INTERNEES ' 
H U N G E R S T R I K E 
T^OLLOWING the refusal of the Appeals Tri-

bunal to grant their appeal against intern-
ment, seven internees in Belfast Gaol have gone 
on hunger strike. 

With 26 others, the men, who have been 
in prison for over a year, appealed, it is 
stated, on the grounds that they were not 
members of any unlawful association. They 
expressed willingness to enter into bail and 
give any undertaking the Tribunal thought 
necessary for rtheir conduct. 

Fif ty per cent, of the internees whose appeals 
were rejected are married. The Tribunal was 
set up 18 months ago by Sir Dawson Bates, Six 
County Minister of Home Affairs and consists 
of three officials: Judge Begley, chairman, and 
two Justices of the Peace nominated by the Min-
ister. 

Officials of the Ministry refused to ver i fy or 
deny the report that there \^as a strike. The 
question of the Prison Ship A1 Rawdah and the 
Appeals Tribunal will be raised by Mr. T. J . 
Campbell, K.C. (Nat.) in Stormont. — " LP." 
Report. 

* * * 
CORK 

Cork is the centre of protest against the 
outrageous circular sent out by the Local Gov-
ernment Department refus ing to authorise any 
increase in the wage of road workers for local 
authorities above the pre-war rate. In many in-
stances, this has meant a cut in pay, and in all 
it is an unbearable hardship. Whatever may be 
said about the Free State Labour Party—and 
plenty can be with regard to its shortcomings 
in many matters—it has to be admitted that the 
two Cork Labour Deputies, Hickey and Murphy, 
have responded well to the mass indignation on 
this subject. 

WORKERS' MARTYR 
REMEMBERED 

A RTHUR GRIFFIN, born in Birr. Co. Offaly, 1906, of 
-t*- working-class parents. All his life, from early youth, 
Arthur Griffin was unselfishly devoted to the cause of 
the working-class. In his very first job, in Messrs. 
Easons. Publishers, of Belfast, Arthur was already busy 
organising the workers into the I.T.G.W.U. and through 
his efforts the workers secured an increase in their pay. 
Shortly after this he was victimised by Eason's for his 
Union activities. 

From this moment the story of Arthur Griffin was 
one of heroic and persistent Socialist activity in lace of 
relentless persecution from the Craigavon authorities. 

In the late twenties, Arthur became a member of the West Belfast Labour Party and the Minority Movement which brought him into prominence at the T.U. Con-gress at Belfast in 1929. He helped to form the Irish Revolutionary Workers' Groups which later led to the foundation of the C.P.I. 
In the organisation of the Great October Struggle of 

1932 when the unemployed, along with the striking relief 
workers, sent a shudder through Craigavonland by their 
mighty demonstrations afid physical battles with the 
armed forces of the State in their effort to establish 
better conditions, Arthur Griffin played a notable part. 

Arthur was in charge of the Shankill Road District 
of the C.D.R. Strike Committee. On the 11th October, 
1932, he led thousands of workers in demonstrations 
through the streets of Belfast, and braved the fire of the 
armed police which resulted in the deaths of two workers. 
At the conclusion of the strike Arthur was arrested and 
sentenced to three months' imprisonment. Although he 
was seriously ill at the time of his arrest, Arthur refused 
to apply to the prison authorities for medical assistance, 
and despite his bad health, he led an anti-war demon-
stration inside the prison on Armistice Day. Arthur had 
to go into hospital after his release, and was practically 
an invalid after his discharge. Weakened physically by 
the persecution of Craigavon's minions, Arthur Griffin 
found strength and inspiration in the teachings of James 
Connolly' and threw himself wholeheartedly into activity. 
He became known in every corner of Belfast as a pas-
sionate working-class orator, and when the unemployed 
workers of Derry decided to march Belfast, Arthur, 
although hardly able to walk by no^insis ted tha t he 
be allowed to lead the Derry march. He was arrested on 
the eve of his departure to Derry and detained for a 
week under the Special Powers Act. He was arrested on 
and sentenced again to three months' imprisonment, this 
time on a, charge of "sedition." Arthur's frail health 
was completely broken by this further brutal attack, but 
the prison authorities refused him hospital treatment. 

He left Crumlin jail a dying man, but to the end he 
carried on his Socialist activities. His comrades, alarmed 
at his state of health, arranged to send him to the Soviet 
Union. Arthur was overjoyed to be able to fulfill his 
life's ambition and left for Russia. His health rallied 
for awhile as a result of the kind and efficient treatment 
he received while in Moscow. But the jailers of Craigavon 
had done their work only too well, and Arthur, unable 
to escape from the grip of the grim disease that had flour-
ished while he was in prison, died in Yalta on June 28th, 
1934. His passing was mourned in the Irish Socialist 
movement, North and South. Another revolutionary 
worker had inscribed with his blood a glorious testimony 
to the teachings of James Connolly. You shall be re-
membered, Arthur, when the stirrings of revolt will be 
heard again in the ranks of the Irish working-class; your 
name will be recalled again, and your assassins will pay 
the price demanded by history for your untimely death. 

—JIM PRENDERGAST. 

Events 
DUNGLOE 

The energetic Association of Workers and 
Unemployed in this district is supporting the 
strike of a squad of men employed by the Land 
Commission on their experimental estate at 
Teangavan. The men are on strike against bad 
conditions and low wages. 4/6 a day seems to be 
all that the Land Commission can afford for 
hard manual work these days, and even then 
the workers' cards are not stamped and they 
have to provide their own tools. Organisation 
has come to the West of Donegal, and intoler-
able conditions no longer go unchallenged. 
DERRY 

Derry Trades Council has succeeded in ob-
taining the appointment of one of its delegates, 
Miss Doherty, of the Tailors' and Garment 
Workers' Union, on to the local Food Control 
Committee. Unemployment, "deportation" to 
Britain of the unemployed, high rents and scar-
city of houses, as well as lack of proper air-raid 
precautions arid high food prices—all these 
things are exercising the Labour movement in 
the Maiden City, which must by now be the 
most distressed town i» the two islands—an 
Irish Jarrow. 
D U B L I N 

There has been some revival of Labour ac-
tivity in the capital; meetings, deputations and 
petitions, as well as increasing sales of working-
class literature, are signs of an overdue awaken-
ing. The main problems facjng the Dublin 
workers, apart from the overriding problem of 
maintaining neutrality against the subtle propa-
gandist efforts of both sides, are simple bread 
and butter ones. Social services are cut to the 
bone both 'by the Central Government and muni-
cipal authorities, with the war the inevitable ex-
cuse, and meanwhile profits are being coined 
both by West Britons with investments in the 
Empire and by native ranchers, transport mag-
nates and others. 

& Views of Current 
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NOTES FROM THE NORTH 
By "RED HAND" 

WHEN my last "Notes f rom the North" were written, I pointed out t h a t the imprisonment of Val Morahan heralded a wholesale attack on t h e Northern Ireland Labour movement and t ha t ' the savage sentence should not be regarded as a n isolated victimisation of a prominent workers' leader, but as the desperate effort of a crumbling s ta te to stave off the wrath of the I r i sh people. The sen-tences on Billy McCullough and Betty Sinclair bear out this contention. Craigavon's gestapo carries on with I t s task of attempting to remove every source of opposition to his decadent semi-Fascist regime. 
Already there are signs t h a t this new campaigf t of hate for the workers is creat ing an awareness of-the necessity for united action by all labour, repub-lican and progressive-minded sections of the popula-tion. In such unity lies the only hope for the preserva-tion of human r ights and dignity in the petty t y r anny of the six counties. In less t h a n a week £60 has been contributed to the McCullough and Sinclair defence fund. A large par t of this sum has been given by-people who axe in no way sympathetic to the political views held by these two workers, but who see in th i s attack a threat to all democratic rights. 
More money is urgently needed. Our f r iends in 

Britain, both Irish and British workers, are asked to 
play their part . We learn with pride tha t Billy 
McCullough's British Trade Union comrades h a v e 
risen in his defence. Earls Court Branch of t h e 
National Union of Railwaymen. one of the largest 
branches in the country, has passed the following 
resolution : 

"This Branch of the N.U.R. protests in t h e 
strongest terms against the outrageous and barbarous 
sentence of two years' imprisonment passed upon 
William McCullough. of t h e Belfast No. 1 Branch , 
N.U.R. 

"To maintain the right of free criticism and t h e 
protection of mili tant trade unionists we demand t h a t 
our Executive and Par l iamentary representatives use 
their utmost influence to secure the return to h is 
Branch of this capable and active trade unionist." 
CRAIG'S TOTTERING THRONE The McCullough and Sinclair scandal is merely a reflection of Cfciigavon's fear for his falling prestige and his discredited puppet government. During the past two months the economic condition of the Six Counties has come in for more discussion than ever before. A minor revolt of Unionist back-benchers 

led to a hot debate in Stormont. Beattie and Agnew, the two Socialist M.P.s, have kept up a spirited fight against the inefficiency and corruption of t h a C r a i g -avon junta. The Ulster Council of the Y.M.C.A. has joined in the attack. Officials in charge of a camp for unemployed lads run by that organisation a t Bally-moyer have issued a startl ing report on the results of their investigations, asserting in strong terms that demoralisation has set in amongst the unemployed youth of the Six Counties and that conditions closely resemble the state of disillusionment and lawlessness existing in Germany immediately prior to Hitler's seizure of power. (During the McCullough-Sinclair trial the magistrate, Mr. McCoy, saw fit to attack those responsible for th is fair criticism of the Craig-avon Government.) 
Craigavon is ratt led. He is on the run. Now is the time for a united assault by all fair-minded people to rid Ireland of this pro-Fascist renegade who has brought our people hunger, blood and tears. 

THE "ALRAWDAH" GOES The Northern I re land Government is to dispense with the use of their latest prison hulk. It has been stated that this is being done on "the advice of the military authorities." I t is difficult to believe tha t this decision has been taken out of any philanthropic motives. The publicity given to this foul symbol of repressive government h a s obviously influenced the decision. What an embarrassment it must have been for Mr. Churchill in his war for "democracy and Christian civilisation." 
LABOUR IS AWAKENING Some time ago the Labour Leaders here, instead of instigating a mass movement of the dissatisfied workers against reaction, sent out a circular post-poning indefinitely the Annual Conference of the Labour Party. (Perhaps Chairman Harry Midgley couldn't find time off f rom his recruiting campaign and his hob-nobbing with Brooke, Davidson and the friends of Fascism who dined and wined with butcher Ribbentrop, guest of the pro-Nazi Londonderry.) The rank and file, however, have taken mat ters into their own hands. A meeting of representatives of all Labour Party Branches and affiliated Trade Unions passed a resolution in favour of the Conference taking place. 

This means tha t it will have to be done. We look to 
this Conference to show the way forward for the 
removal of Northern Ireland's guilty men. 

WE CARRY O N ! 
r p H A T we appear in print at all this month car, K 
J- regarded as nothing short of a miracle. The world 
would not have stopped, or even paused if we had gone 
out for the count, but the fact that we have managed to 
survive a most critical period will be appreciated by Iriih 
exiles who otherwise would have lost a valuable beacoi. 
in their battle to face most difficult problems in a war-
torn world. 

Our continued appearance is due to really heroic 
efforts and support from a small band of Connolly Club 
members. Without their assistance, particularly then-
financial assistance, we could never have managed to 
overcome all the other obstacles created by the "Blitz 

Next month we will fully acknowledge all our sub-
scriptions, but here are one or two examples: From at. 
Irish doctor in the Midlands came £1 and the complaint 
that he had not received his October issue! Okay, Doc' 
Sorry about October, but we hope our November issae 
makes up for this. From the Birmingham Connolly 
Club we received a donation of £ 2 2s. in response to an 
urgent appeal. Magnificent effort, Birmingham; 
appreciate all you are doing to help us. From Tom 
Devine, of Berks., a £1 with cheery letters about ai. 
the new customers he is getting us! Paddy McElroy, of 
Portsmouth, sent us a donation of 5,'-. 

From all our best friends our call for help has had a 
most heartening response. But the many critical ob-
stacles tha t still face us are not yet overcome. We again 
appeal to alf our readers to give generously and quick! 
all the financial assistance they can. 

Please send your donations to: BAGENAL HARVEY. 
58 THEOBALDS ROAD. LONDON, W.C.I. 

CONNOLLY CLUB CARRIES ON 
Despite the bombings on London, the members of 

the Connolly Club have been active in the past month-
Sales of "Irish Freedom" were maintained in London 
and throughout the Provinces. Birmingham took the 
lead with 10 dozen copies. 

Through the Exiles Council the Club has solved many 
exiles' problems. In addition, speakers on Ireland's case 
were sent to places as far afield as Welwyn and More-
cambe. 

It is up to the exiles to strengthen this movement 
and help to spread Connolly's message. Join now! 

"Name K 

Address • 

W H Y W O R K ? 
WHAT fools we are, Jiving in a capitalist society in which everything is made for profit and not for our use! Commodities lie idle in warehouses and still the poor go short. People are hungry but fish are thrown back into the sea. Children may be under-nourished, whilst huge quantities of milk are annually destroyed. I t is the workers who suffer yet they are in the majority; they have strong arms and know their families' wants. 

The size of a bank account rather than ability sup-plies independence, security and opportunity. Yet once opportunity comes how eagerly it is snatched. How greater was the military ability displayed by working men in the defence of Republican Spain and earlier in our own glorious Rising of 1916 than that of the expen-sively educated titled generals we read about! Connolly knew no Sandhurst. 
THE IDLE RJCH 

Great is the gulf separating .the two classes—the "haves" and the "have-nots," the former the owners of the means of production and the latter the wage slaves or tollers of factory, railway and dockyard. "The number of capitalists is small, th te power is gigantic; the number of workers Immense, but their power not yet realised. They could fight to obtain the full fruits of their toil and compel these parasitical lice to work side by side on the same bench for the same wage. 
Apart from this, there are other reasons for ending this stupid system. To end wax we must end Capitalism and the sooner it goes the less blood will be spilled. These parasites fight amongst themselves for increase of trade and consequently of profit. Why do they lower our wages and increase our working hours? To capture the market they must produce the cheapest and best article 

and we're the fools- who do it for them. Of course we 
must oppose them—and so there are always two struggles 
in progress, one between the rival groups of fat paunches, 
and the other struggle between the fat paunches and 
their own individual masses of workers. Now it is clear 
that only one group of capitalists captures the market. 
The other group is left with a surplus of goods unwanted. 
Workers are thrown on the dole and in many cases the 
goods are destroyed. Of course, if Jack and Jim are 
'on the dole they can't buy the very goods they've made 
and neither press nor pulpit will persuade them that 
there "ain't something phoney going on." 

THE ROOTS OF WAR 
Now this surplus of manufactured goods is the cause 

of a deal of trouble especially when we think of the capi-
talists of one country competing with those of another 
for some particular market. Capitalist blocs must con-
tinue to expand and if another more powerful bloc 
should impede them then, like the balloon, they will 
burst. What happens? There arrives a stage at which, 
with one group winning, the other group, rather than 
give way, dresses up the workers in uniforms, gives them 
bayonets and orders them to fight for the disputed mar-
kets. The bosses will tell us we're fighting for freedom 
and religion. 

But this unscientific and cruel mode of life cannot 
last. In our struggle for better wages, shorter hours, 
lice-free houses and comfortable old-age, we notice our 
strength, we learn to organise for a better system when 
no longer will we gather crumbs from the capitalist 
table but rather compel him to sit at our table or get 
no food at all. When this is realised there will be no 
war; planned production vHll eliminate capitalist com-
petition with its trail of blood, sweat and tears. Com-
modities will no longer lie idle or be destroyed but rather 
distributed to those who toil and need. 

Enclose in stamped addressed envelope to M. Mclneruej . 58 Theobalds Road, London, W.C.I. 

FRUITS OF CAPITALISM 
In the last Great War more people died from the 

epidemics and diseases caused by war conditions than 
wer? killed in the war itself. The great influenza and 
encephalitis (sleeping sickness) epidemics spread across 
Europe and reached Ireland and America. Typhoid fever 
became an epidemic due to the herding of the armies 

• not to speak of the starvation in Eastern Europe and 
Germany produced by the war. 

The rival imperialisms of Britain and Germany pro-
duce similar, if not worse, conditions, for their people* 
in this war. Last winter influenza, German measles 
and meningitis assumed big proportions, largely due to 
the black-out conditions and lack of ventilatioa. The 
prospect of the coming winter is far worse, due to condi-
tions produced by incessant air raids. The crowded con-
ditions of communal and Anderson air-raid shelters; the 
herd-like crowding of the London Tubes, Southwark 
Tunnel and Tilbury Railway Yard, etc., to speak of Lam-
don alone; the lack of lavatories and cleansing of the 
shelters; the cold of the winter; the disorganised and 
irregular life of the population with lack of fresh air 
and irregular feeding—all this will make certain disease* 
(particularly influenza, pneumonia and meningitis) as-
sume the size of violent epidemics. 

We Irish exiles feel thankful tha t the larger part of 
our home country is spared these disasters. It is our 
duty to fight for the removal of these conditions in the 
Six Counties by removing thai area from the war. It is 
also our duty to link ourselves to the movement of the 
British working class for better and safer shelters, for a 
People's Government, and for the conclusion of a just 
peace. IRISH DOCTOR 

REMOVE THE TRAITORS —Continued from Page One 
the DaU that, as far as he knew, no Labour Party section had any concrete plan to, deal with situations like this. 

It is precisely because Mr. De Valera and his Government are not listening to the people that they are Isolated, and scandalous neglect of the interests of the people at every point is the order of the day. 
"POLITICAL TRUCE" WITH VESTED 

INTERESTS 
Let the exile search far any evidence of solicitude for the. people In any department of defence or generally since the Defence Council came into being and he will search In vain : he will find, as well as neglect of A.R.P. and 8upply, miserable allowances for the dependants of those who volunteered for defence, no attempt to cope with the unemployed problem, ascending prices, bitter resistance to demands of the workers for increases to meet the rising costs and Government threats to ban the Trade Unions. He will find, in place of the limited amount of freedom we had a year ago, a mass of repressive measures in the bands of a Cabinet who are using them unspar-ingly against Republican and progressive workers. 
The leaders of the Cosgrave Party, the men who sold Ireland, have been accepted Into the fold. De Valera is treating with reaction, anxious to grant their every wish. With their approval he is telling thrf people to put up with "frugality," while the men who p«t profit before principle are "appeased." Figures revealed for one section of Industry alone show stag-gering profit In a situation when every surplus penny la needed to defend the people: "Messrs Mtands made • prwAt sf mm to the end of the W t financial 

year after paying income on Debenture stock. The dividend was 7 per cent. Johnstone, Mooney's and O'Briens paid out £16,000 or 8 per o e n t . . . . the workers needed nobody to tell them what they should do in the Interests of the country, but they could only make sacrifices by doing without some of the necessaries of life." (Mr. J. Larkin, Jnr, at the Court of Inquiry on Wages and Profits, Bakery and Milling Industry, October tat, 1940.) 
DEMAND A REAL DEFENCE COUNCIL ! 
If Ireland is to be defended, its defence must be in the hands of those who will put their country's needs first. The following measures are essential to the organisation of a genuine defence of the country ; 

(1) Immediate restoration of full democratio rights to all sections of the Republican and Labour movements. 
(2) The exclusion of all pro-British and pro-German elements from positions of trust In the 8tate apparatus, and the detention of all who are proved guilty of "Fifth Column" activity in the servloe of either Power. 
(3) The Immediate provision of deep bomb-proof and heavily protected shelters for the mass of the people 1 universal provision of gas-masks. Creation of an sfflcient paid A.R.P. service, Planned evacuation of women and ohildren from the danger oentres. 
(4) Provision of adequate relief schemes to absorb the unemployed at T.u. rates of pay. (A.R.P. Peat Development, Fortifications, etc.). 
(5) Rigorous oontrol of prices and rents. Introduc-

tion of steeply graded taxation to make the rich pay the costs of the emergency; Review of the wages position for all sections of Industry and Agriculture and the granting of suitable in-creases to meet the rising cost of living. 
1 6) Resumption of Land Division on a speedier and more generous scale than before. Extension of Credit schemes and subsidies to small and middle farmers, with a Moratorium on all debts for these categories. (7) Review of the present scale of allowances to the men in the armed forces, with a view to grant-ing more reasonable scales of allowances. Arcfund demands such as these it would be necessary to call a National Convention of all Labour, Republi can and progressive organisations to inaugurate a campaign to enforce them. -Think of the effect it would have on the people 111 the Six Counties who are suffering the full rigours of the war brought to their doorstep by the semi-Fascist Craigavon. Along such a path the people could cer-tainly travel to Unity, Independence and Peace. If the Irish Labour movement could rid Itself of the leaders on both sides of the Border who have herded them behind their respective Governments, it could take the initiative in leading the rally to such a Peoples' Convention. The movement created by James Connolly must not allow itself to be hypnotised by the brave speeches of de Valera into a state of inactivity and blind trust in the words of a statesman who may lead us down the path trodden by Benes, Bchusshnig and the others in a "wordy" defence and ail Jgqpjninlous end to all our aspirations—the peace and freedom, of Ireland. 
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