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This month appears our new paper " Irish 
Freedom " which we hope will be received 
and supported by all supporters and sym-
pathisers of the Republican, Labour and pro-
gressive movements. We need a lot of money 
to continue the publication of this paper and 
earnestly request that those who can do so 
should help us financially. We have already 
received many donations but will of course 
welcome more. So come along all you 
moneyed men and help on the good fight. 

Why Mellowes 
was Murdered 

RODDY CONNOLLY 
AT UNITY THEATRE MEETING 

Capture of Liam Mellowes' famous mani-
festo, which was issued from Mountjoy Gaol, 
by the Free State Government, was the decid-
ing factor in that Government's decision to 
shoot the Republican Leader. 

This charge was made by Roddy Connolly, 
in a crowded meeting held at the Unity 
Theatre, Britannia Street, on December 9. 

Lecturing on the life and ideals of Mellowes, 
Roddy Connolly, who knew Mellowes per-
sonally, also charged that the role played by 
the Mellowes manifesto in rallying the 
national and labour forces in Ireland to fight 
against Imperialism has been ignored com-
pletely by most of the historians of the period. 

Even Dorothy McArdlc, in her Irish 
Republic, by far the most objective and com-
plete record of the modern phase of the fight 
for national independence, left the manifesto 
unmentioned. 

To his audience, Connolly gave a vivid 
account of the part played by Mellowes in 
the 1 9 1 6 rising. No secret did he make of 
the fact that he held Liam Mcllowes still in 
affection and admiration as one of the great-
est of Ireland's modern Revolutionary leaders. 

Mcllowes' message, he declared, was still 
vital to the Irish people. Like James 
Connolly he well realised that " the true 

(Continued on page 5.) 

Irish Fighter * Greets " Irish Freedom 
Welcome from Jim Phelan 

For several centuries now, the struggle for the freedom of the Irish people has waxed 
and waned in almost regular intervals. 

After each period of quiescence and apparent inactivity, when the cause of Irish freedom 
comes again before the tribunal of the world, the demands of the Irish people have been 
ever clearer and more clear. Bitter experience teaches our people to know what they want, 
and why. 

I welcome this new forward drive for the final and complete liberation of all the people 
of Ireland. It is well that it should take place now. 

In these days, when the rob-and-murder gangs of fascism are organised internationally 
and attack democracy after democracy, every true national movement is a check on the 
aggressors and a fillip to world peace. The rehabilitation of Austria, the integrity of Spain, 
the liberation of the Irish, the defence of the Chinese people, the restoration of Czechoslovakia 
these are national questions in the true sense of the term. As such, they can only have the 
support of every person who desires to preserve such liberties as we possess, and to avoid the 
menace of profit-wars and megalomaniac orgies of destruction. 

I welcome the paper " Irish Freedom," too, and look to it to provide the information 
and proffer the lead that will result in the long-overdue establishment of the Irish People's 
R e P u b U c - Jim Phelan. 
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ARE THE IRISH JOB-STEALERS? 
IMMIGRANTS 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
LOW WAGES 

In November 1938 the unemployment 
figure was 1 , 8 2 8 , 1 0 3 . This is an increase 
of 46,876 over the figure for October, 
1938 and an increase of 329,900 during the 
past twelve months. 

1 he building and Public Works contract-
ing, hotel and boarding houses, and the distri-
butive trades showed declines. These trades 
attract a large number of young Irish men and 
women so that it is reasonable to assume that 
a correspondingly large number will be un-
employed when these trades are badly hit by 
depression, as they are to-day. 

The question of Irish people living in 
England can be used by Fascist minded 
people in the same way as the Jewish people 
have been u$ed by Hider. In order to take 
the minds of the British people away from 
the real cause of the misery existing in Eng-
land to-day, campaigns are organised in 
such places as the Midlands, Coventry, Bir-
mingham, etc., where unemployment is high, 
against the Irish. It is said that we are job-

stealers, that we work for low wages and that 
we turn blackleg when occasion demands. In 
the Labour Exchanges slogans are written on 
the walls about the Irish. But we must 
remember that these things can be done by a 
very small number of people and the ordin-
ary British chap who works for a living is 
not the man who is doing this. 

1 spoke at a meeting a short time ago and 
during discussion one member of the audi-
ence said " that we should expose the people 
who were coming into England and who 
were taking jobs at low rates." In replying 
to the point raised, I stated the economic 
reasons why Irish men and women have to 
leave home. The audience were very appre-
ciative on this answer. 

Now, you will say, this is all very well, 
but how can I do this? Well, start, if you 
are working, by getting into your Trade 
Union. If you are unemployed get into the 
National Unemployed Workers Movement. 
There is a branch at nearly every Exchange in 
London and all large towns in England have 
branches, also. By this step you are taking 
your stand against Fascism and bringing 
nearer this part of Liam Mellowes pro-
gramme. "Work for all or full maintenance 
at T .U. rates for all unemployed." 
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IRISH FREEDOM 

REPUBLICANS and 
ANTI-PAR TITION 

BY "FENIAN > > 

Two forces have recently appeared among 
our exile population, claiming their alle-
giance, and aiming at organising them. The 
first is the Irish Prisoners' National Aid 
Society, the main purpose of which is to 
raise funds for the distressed dependents of 
Republican Prisoners in the Six Counties. 
This organisation also takes an uncom-
promising stand in favour of the Republic. 
The second, later in time but greater ih 
influential backing, is the Irish A^hti-Parti-
tion League, the sole object of which is the 
abolition of the Border. Both these move-
ments have won very considerable support 
among exiles. The question now arises: arc 
they competing or complementary bodies? 

No final solution can be reached without 
taking into account the relations of these two 
bodies at home in Ireland, but those rela-
tions can themselves be substantially influ-
enced by the attitude which the two bodies 
take to one another inside Britain. 

In Lancashire the Prisoners' Aid Society 
was first in the field. It has gained con-
siderable prestige among the Irish population, 
has held and arranged a number of meet-
ings, and obtained very fair publicity not 
only in the Irish press, but in the " Daily 
Herald " and " Manchester Guardian," 
particularly as a result of the outrageous 
McNabb arrest, occurring after its first meet-
ing. It has also obtained the recognition of 
the Labour Movement in Manchester,^ and 
one of its leading speakers is the Labour 
Councillor Hugh Delargy. It has collected 
in two months some £50 for the prisoners' 
dependants, as well as money for propaganda. 

The Manchester branch of the Irish Anti-
Partition League was formed as a result of 
a letter from Mr. De Valera and is a body 
with wealthy support, whose Chairman is 
a well known local priest, whose secretary is 
secretary also of the powerful Irish cultural 
organisation, the Four Provinces Society: it 
has on its committee, Councillor Lee, leader 
of the Liberals on the Manchester City Coun-
cil. The committee of the branch was 
formed by the appointment by five leading 
Irish societies eadi of three of their mem-
bers—including^ the Prisoners' National 
Aid Society. So far the Anti-Partition League 
has done little, though it has received con-
siderable publicity, lo^aily. • This has been 
due to a series <jf difficulties which jt hds had 
to face, whereas the Prisoners' Aid Society, 
run exclusively by n^en and women from that 
respectable class, the people of no property, 
all convinced Republicans, has been going 
from strength to strength in a limited field. 

/ D I F F I C U L T I E S F A C I N G L E A G U E 

What were the difficulties facing the Anti-
Partition League? Firstly, many of its pro-
moters, anxious above all to keep it " respec-
table " in the English rather than Wolfe 
Tone's sense, excluded or attempted to ex-
clude all known militants, accepting only 
representatives from the Prisoners' Aid 
Society, not from Sinn Fein or similar 
bodies, because the Prisoners' Aid Society 
was too powerful to ignore, but not it was 
hoped, too powerful to isolate. 

Secondly, the immediate result has been 
that the great majority of local Republicans, 
Sinn Fein and many members of the 
Prisoners' Aid Society have decided to ignore, 
if not openly to oppose the Anti-Partition 
League. 

Thirdly, inside the committee of the 
League progress has been paralysed by an 
attempt to unseat the Chairman on the 
grounds that disaster is. courted by appoint-
ing as head of a non-sectarian body in 
England, a Catholic priest. 

Fourthly, the Anti-Partition League is also 
divided on the question whether it is to 
appeal exclusively to exiles, exclusively to 
progressive Englishmen and Englishwomen, 
or to both. 

Let us examine these difficulties! 
Firstly, it is clear that reactionaries will 

attempt to control any Anti-Partition move-
ment, and use it for the creation of a 32 
county dominion with as backward an inter-
nal structure as possible. But surely this is 
110 reason to avoid Anti-Partition movements 
like the plague. Republicans must face the 
fact that in Ireland on both sides of the 
border there is a great movement developing 
to end Partition, that what was a year ago a 
minority viewpoint in the Fianna Fail party 
has now become its official policy, that, in 
fact, under De Valera, capitalism has been 
developed in the Free State, and the time has 
cbme for a further stage in our national 
development, which will be progressive and 
republican only if supported and led by 
republicans and progressives—that, further-
more, this powerful movement developing at 
home under pressure from the masses, and 
not least from the rank and file of Fianna Fail 
and the economically ruined nationalist 
masses in the North, is bound to have its 
repercussions among the exile population. 

Republicans cannot kill the Anti-Partition 
movem^fft by ignoring it. It has come to stay, 
and it has powerful backing. Should they 
attempt to kill it by attacking it? 

Did Connolly fight for a Workers' Republic? 

Shades of poor Connolly! Did he, the life-
long Socialist, go out for a Workers' Repub-
lic in 1 9 1 6 ? No; he co-operated with the 
nationalists in order to attain a stage on the 
r«a*d to Socialism,'and who dare say he failed? 
He preached that in striving for revolution the 
sum total of all the forces of discontent in a 
given society must be taken into account 
and brought into play, and his great influence 
on the men with whom he did not despise to 
co-operate resulted in the verv democratic 
lines taken by the 1 9 1 6 rising and exempli-
fied in the Proclamation of the Republic. 
Yet we know very well that Connolly warned 
the Citizen Army that its arms might soon 
have to be used against its allies of the 
moment. 

Must Republicans, therefore, because they 
distrust Fianna Fail's leaders, attack a move-
ment which those leaders have been forced 
to create by the will of the people? Must 
they, in short, stand aloof from the people— 
and what is Ireland without her people? 
—because the people's leaders are imperfect, 

rather than work to guide those leaders in-
side the people's movement? 

The Position in Lancashire 

In Lancashire, several pounds have been 
raised for the Prisoners' dependants because 
the Prisoners' National Aid Society has co-
operated with the Anti-Partition leaders and 
there is a prospect of many more pounds 
being raised: pressure has been put on the 
local British members of Parliament to take 
up the McNabb case through the same con-
nection; and other Republican papers have 
been sold to Anti-Partition League com-
mittee members. Is all this to be lost by 
gathering the pure Republicans into a group 
to break up the Anti-Partition League? Is 
not the article on page 7 of the November 
" Republican Review " — " That Superior 
Attitude "—itself a call to Republicans not 
to be so loolish? 

The Problem for Exiles 

For Exiles, too, another question enters: 
if we believe in the international teachings 
of Connolly, inseparable as they were from 
his national creed, we must win British 
opinion actively to our side. For years the 
English Labour movement has laughed at 
Manchester's Easter Celebrations, because 
they end so often in a free fight between De 
Valera-ites and Republicans. When all 
nationalist Ireland is uniting against Craiga-
von, to hold ourselves up to the ridicule of 
our potential allies in Britain would be 
suicidal: yet we shall be ridiculed all right 
it we take our disagreements outside our 
committee rooms. 

Then there is the problem of the Church 
and Anti-Partition League. It is probably 
not good tactics to give the Craigavon mob 
the opportunity of saying that the national 
movement is dominated by Rome. In Eng-
land the Tories might and the Fascists would 
say the same. But if priests come in, we 
can only drive them out at the risk of losing 
the support of sincere Catholics, and after 
all priests are going to fight Craigavon as 
they are fighting Hitler, and so long as we 
do not for one moment allow the nationalist 
movement to lose its non-sectarian character 
we must welcome their co-operation. The 
Spanish Government, after all, recognises that 
most Spaniards are Catholics, and has made 
its peace with the Church. 

English People Must be Educated on Ireland 

Finally the aims of an Anti-Partition move-
ment must surely be to educate the English 
as well as to rally the Irish. Republicans as 
vaiied in outlook as the Editor of the " Irish 
Press " and Sean Murray agree on that. 

Anti-Partition Movement must be led into 
Proper Channels 

Therefore a powerful Anti-Partition move-
ment should be supported by all true Repub-
licans, who, seeing in it a means to reach 
the people and lead them to ultimate free-
dom, should join it and work in it for the 
conversion of its members to their views and 
foi the perfection of its machinery for mili-
tant ends. That this is possible, experience 
in Lancashire has shown, where a gigantic 
meeting has been arranged with a leading Six 
County Nationalist, a leading Six County 
Labour man and a leading member of the 
National Council for Civil Liberties Com-
mission of Enquiry into the state of the Six 
Counties as the speakers and ending with a 
collection and resolution for the Republican 
prisoners. 
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EDITORIAL 

WHY A NEW PAPER 
"y^THEN King Billy battered down Limer-

ick walls, the Irish were crushed " For 
all time." The Irish army was broken, the 
people demoralised, the very idea of Irish 
freedom was gone from the world—and the 
invading lords lived happily ever afterwards. 

Well, not exactly. Somehow or other, the 
Irish people obtusely and, obstinately clung 
to the desire that they ought to be free. The 
lords did not live very happily—some of 
them didn't live long. Whence it became 
necessary in a later generation, to stamp out 
the idea of Irish freedom again. For all 
time, of course. 

After that, there was a final stamping-out 
every twenty years or so, right up to our own 
time. As the British Empire began to grow, 
so did colonial and international trouble— 
and in every Imperial crisis the demand for 
Irish Freedom came again to the front, and 
stayed there. 

While the " crushers " had their hands full 
with the revolt of the American Colonies, 
there was a powerful movement for the free-
dom of the Irish people—and a paper called 
" Irish Freedom " to back it. When the first 
French Revolution shook the world of the 
lords, the Irish people again forgot that they 
had been stamped out—and again there was 
a paper called " Irish Freedom " to say things 
like these! 

Bludgeoned and battered, while the reac-
tion was enthroned in apparently permanent 
safety, the peoples of the world fell back into 
sullen and bitter silence in the early years of 
the nineteenth century. The Irish also 
waited and apparently forgot. Then, in 
1848, the great wave of popular revolt swept 
across Europe. Thrones toppled, lordlings 
fell, usurers trembled—and the Irish remem-
bered their stolen liberty. 

Hunger-maddened and desperate, with the 
pangs of the '47 famine and the tortures of 
the coercion fresh in their minds, the Irish 
rose and demanded a settlement. They got 
it, swift and bloody, and a newspaper called 
" Irish Freedom " was " finally " suppressed. 

In Capel Street, Dublin, nevertheless, a 
paper called " Irish Freedom "—of all things 
—flourished in 1865. When the jailing and 
hanging commenced, when the thugs and in-
formers and frame-up men were loosed on the 
Irish, the paper was suppressed. We have 
no detailed information concerning the 
suppression—but presumably it was final. 

Lackawanna, an American coal-town, is a 
long way from Capel Street, Dublin. Yet, in 
the bloody, desparate qnd heroic struggle of 
the Irish miners with the million-lords a 
paper with the strange title " Irish Freedom " 
led the way. Already the Irish realised that 
in the million-lords and coal-barons they were 
face to face with their ancient enemies. Irish 
freedom meant miners' freedom, and the 
paper expressed that realisation. 

Be it noted well and carefully, that out of 
that Irish mine-struggle grew the mighty 
American Labour movement of to-day. Fijpm 
that small paper, urging the cause of Irish 
working-class liberty, proceeded the ninety-

odd powerful journals of the modern labour 
organisations. But the " Irish Freedom " of 
that day was suppressed—naturally. Was 
it not the million-barons' day of power? 

When the Fenian movement was crushed, 
there was a patching pretencc at a settle-
ment. A combination of terrorism and prom-
ises kept the common people of Ireland quiet 
for a generation. Then came the surge and 
clamour of the Land League. Whole swarms 
of common people demanded concrete—very 
concrete—things, namely land and a living. 
A whole swarm of newspapers advocated out-
rageous things such as that the land of Ire-
land belonged to the people of Ire-
land and not to a land-king or million-lord. 
Among them, in the intervals of suppression, 
at least two bore the title of " Irish Freedom." 

There was an " Irish Freedom," half in 
Gaelic and half in English, published in Cork 
Street, Dublin, in 1905. It's life was short, 
for the Irish were getting really dangerous 
now. They wanted things like land, food, 
wage-increases, co-operatives, an army of their 
own, a republic. Young speakers and writers 
quoted figures to prove that these things 
could be had. A man named Connolly 
wanted all the people to own all of Ireland. 

It is axiomatic that no people were ever 
efficiently repressed except by their own rene-
gades. Even Tsarism, the foulest of the 
autocracies, depended on its Cossacks. So in 
the years between 1905 and 19 14 , in Ire-
land. The movement for Irish freedom was 
diverted into the barren channels of parlia-
mentary platitude and empty oratory. Tor-
rents of declamation about the soul of Ireland 
held a large section of the Irish in passivity. 

But the Irish labour and republican move-
ments were growing up. Again the small 
newspaper appeared as if by magic, urging 
what seemed like fantastic things to many— 
that the English should go away, that there 
should be an Irish State, that there should be 
equality of opportunity for all, and that these 
things and nothing else meant freedom. Peter 
O'Halloran edited one with a title that was 
becoming famil iar—" Irish Freedom." 

In 1 9 1 6 , when a few hundred men 
challenged the mightiest empire in the world, 
and in the years following, when the Irish 
people beat the Black-and-Tan murder-mobs 
to a standstill, there was a host of little revo-
lutionary papers. The militant labour move-
ment had its own, the I .R.A. had its own, 
the common people had many quickly-sup-
pressed, uncrushable, title-changing journals. 
There was an " Irish Freedom," hand-
printed, in 1 9 1 7 , another during the attempt 
to conscript Ireland in 1 9 1 8 . 

No people were ever efficiently repressed 
except by their own renegades. When the 
wealthy landowners and big manufacturers 
murdered Irish freedom and the Irish people 
in 1922, they murdered a small paper in 
Limerick—called " Irish Freedom." Strange 
irony that the latest of the " final " sup-
pressions should take place where one of the 
first occurred, but some three centuries later! 

It is 1939. The urge, the imperative drive, 

RETURN OF INTER-
NATIONAL BRIGADE 
R E C E P T I O N F O R I R I S H U N I T 

Mr. Roddy Connolly, the President of the 
Club spoke at the reception at Leman Street 
Co-op. Hall and said that he welcomed the 
Irish unit as the son of the man who had 
erected the first barricades in Europe and 
who if he were alive to-day would be the fore-
most upholder of the struggle of the Span-
ish people. He said that in the past people 
used to say that " where there was a fight, 
there Irishmen were to be found " bul. h ^ 
said, in the future it will be said that where 
there is a fight for freedom and democracy 
there you will find the Irish. 

The men returned to Dublin on Saturday 
morning and were seen off at Euston by 
representatives of the Committee of the Con-
nolly Club. They were accorded a splendid 
reception in Dublin. On arrival at Dun 
Laoghaire they were received by a guard of 
honour of Irish and Spanish flags and at 
Westland R(%» over a thousand people 
awaited them and then formed a procession 
headed by a pipers' band and marched to 
Lr. O'Connell Street, where a meeting was 
held. An account of the Meeting appears 
in our columns. 

FATHER OfFLANAGAN 
IN SPAIN 

Father O'Flanagan recently arrived in 
Barcelona and in a statement declared:— 
" W e must do everything we possibly can to 
clarify Catholic opinion on the Spanish War. 
Catholic opinion has unfortunately been 
influenced by the attitude of the high Span-
ish clergy and the lies that have been spread 
about nuns and priesti in Republican Spain 
must be combated." 

" The relatively independent position of 
the Irish Church in relation to the Vatican 
gave the opportunity to work for the clari-
fication of the oudook of Catholics." 

" Catholic opinion had undoubtedly 
shifted in the light of Hider's attitude to-
wards the Church and the Vatican." 

(Continued from -previous column) < 
towards the liberty' of the Irish people is 
stronger than ever it was. Inevitably, there 
is a paper to express that drive. Here it is. 

We have nothing new to say, nor do wc 
find a need for any title other than -the old 
one, " Irish Freedom." 

Freedom, for us, means complete liberty 
from the domination of land-king or bullion-
lord, of whatever natiopality. ^ 

Ireland, for us, means the Irish people, iiot 
some collection of traditions or scenery. 

The Irish people, for us, fneans all the ' 
people, in farm or factory, in the North and 
the South. 

We want the British Imperialists to go 
away from Ireland and leave the North-Irish 
people alone to attain their own freedom 
with the rest of the Irish. 

We want the Irish imperialists thrown out 
of power, that a Republic of the people may 
flourish. 

These things can be done, and easily, and 
soon. When thev are done there will be no 
need for " Irish Freedom," the newspaper. 

We are the latest of a long line of papers 
with the same title. The demand for Irish 
freedom will never be crushed, will never be 
eliminated except bv satisfaction. In help-
ing to attain that satisfaction—let us be the 
last of our line. 

I 



IRISH FREEDOM 

HAM MELLOWES, FIGHTER 
FOR IRISH FREEDOM 

by DESMOND RYAN 
It is> amazing why of all the men who 

fought for Irish independence from 1916 
onwards, Liam Mellowes still awaits his bio-
grapher. To the rising generation, he 
remains little more than an honoured and 
tragic name, but to those who knew him, 
Liam lives yet in the memory as a sturdy, 
vital, humorous and original personality. 
And'as something more, one of the few who 
held fast to the inspiration of Connolly and 
Pearsc in spirit and letter when the turmoils 
and distractions of the national struggle had 
dulled manv to everything else except the 
routine ;ind day-to-day conduct of that 
struggle, 

When Liam Mellowes was shot in Mount-
joy in December, 1922 something died with 
him that Ireland never afterwards recovered: 
a grev cloud of disillusionment obscured all 
the bright hopes and ideals of the movement, 
of which Mellowes himself. 111 his own wav, 
had been the embodiment. Small wonder 
that Padraic O Conaire said that those who 
signed Mcllowcs' death warrant must have 
had hearts of ice. Even those who had 
opposed Mellowes in his fight against the 
Treaty felt this instinctively. 

Perhaps this is why Mellowes so far has 
found no biographer, and why none of his 
former comrades has tried to call him back 
to life so far as the dead can be called back 
to life in cold print. With the exception of 
the outrageous propaganda against Erskinc 
Childers there is nothing so chilling and so 
appalling in the record of those years. 

Not indeed that Mellowes himself saw a 
bleakness in his last hours or went into his 
grave troubled with any sense of defeat. As 
his speech among the few of the many 
speeches delivered in the Dail debate, was 
alive with personal conviction and enthus-
iasm, so too in his last letter the same spirit 
speaks. He has no regrets. He is confident 
of the future of Ireland, of the Republic, of 
the cause of human liberty. Yet for all that, 
to me at least, there are few more tragic 
documents than that other document which 
he had smuggled out from Mountjoy, 3 
document in which he urged a new social 
policy. 

It is well known but worth quoting again: 
" The Programme ol Democratic Control 

(the Social Programme) adopted by Dail . . . 
should be translated into something definite. 
This is essential if the great bodv of the 
workers are to be kept on the side of inde-
pendence." And he proceeds to develop a 
social policy which he might verv well have 
borrowed not from the Labour journal he 
then quoted but. from James Connolly's 
own organ of the same name in January, 
1 9 1 6 . Any reader who has the curiosity to 
compare Connolly, as quoted in IRISH 
F R O N T , July 1937 with the Mellowes Pro-
gramme printed in IRISH F R O N T last 
month will find the identity of thought and 
phrase. When Mellowes fought the 1922 
Treaty he was inspired bv his own interpre-
tation of Pearsc; when he thought out, in the 
troubled seclusion of Mountjoy, a new social 
policy, he was inspired bv his interpretation 

of Connolly. And if further proot of this 
were needed, we have only to turn to the 
speeches he delivered in the United States 
from time to time. There he always stressed 
the social side of the light for Irisb freedom 
These speeches would be worth hunting 
down in the columns of the Labour Press in 
Ireland and the United States and reprinting. 

In exile, Liam Mellowes was steadily go-
ing towards what may be more conveniently 
described as " Workers' Republicanism." It 
would not have shocked him very mucli%f 
these new movements of his mind towards 
a national philosophy had been described as 
"Social ist" or indeed " Communist." He 
was well used to the humbug which turned 
" Socialism " into a bogey in the Ireland he 
knew, and if he were alive now the new 
bogey, "Communism " would be just an old 
friend in a new coat. 

Ti.cre is certainly, so far as I know, no 
letter or speech or declaration of Liam Mel-
lowes which gives his considered views on 
Marxism, Socialism or Communism, but 
there is every evidence, as above shown, that 
the social ideals of Pearse, and in his last 
phase, of Connolly were his also. 

The adjective " tragic," as" applied to 
Mellowes' statement of social policy, will sur-
prise some readers, but what other adjective 
really fits? Here in his cell in Mountjoy, 
Liam Mellowcs has to confess, " we suffered 
badly because responsible officers. . . could 
only judge of situations in terms of guns and 
men." After " the five glorious vears," and 
all the rest of it, Liam Mellowcs has to point 
out some historical commonplaces about the 
attitude of the Catholic Hierarchy, Imperial-
ism and so on for the use of propagandists. 
He has to admit, " we are forced to recog-
nise, whether we like it or not, that the 
commercial interests so-called-money and the 
gombeen-man—are on the side of the Treaty, 
because the Treaty means Imperialism and 
England." 

And Mellowes proceeds to a very severe 
criticism of the official Labour Party. He 
quotes, in particular, the objections raised 
by some of the Labour leaders who visited 
him in the Four Courts: " no effort had been 
made by An Dail to put its democratic pro-
gramme into execution." But it never seems 
to have occured to Mellowes to ask himself 
why the Irish Labour movement had been 
forced in November 1 9 1 8 to withdraw its 
own candidates from the General Election, 
and the Special Congress which recom-
mended .fhrs loudly cheered the defeat of 
the small minority which had been so simple-
minded as to advance theories taken from 
Connolly about the independence of Labour. 
Or that the long six-months anti-munitions 
strike, carried out from the early summer of 
19>0 bv Irish Labour, was called off in the 
end, after a furious campaign in the Press, 
controlled by " the commercial interests so-
called." Surely then manv must have seen 
the shadow of " Dominion Home Rule " 
falling over " the established Republic?" 

Honesty requires that Mellowes' last state-
ment in n " place and atmosphere not con-
ducive to thought " should provoke some 

mild criticism and questioning. Otherwise, 
Liam Mellowes will remain a name ami a 
formula and picture postcard. But there are 
some to whom Liam Mellowes can never be-
come that, no matter what political group 
may annex his corpse and reputation. 

" I could not praise so hot a heart, 
Or bring a bellows to that blaze, 
So here, although, I never see him, 
I give my hand to Liam Mellowes!" 

So sang one Irish poet regretfully after his 
death. The tribute had sincerity, but not to 
have met him blurs the picture. Liam 
started young on his career as a fighter. And 
many must have been his adventures in the 
Fianna Eireann and the Irish Volunteers as 
he rode through Ireland on his organising 
tours. He knew the inside of jails and the 
tricks and turns of spies and peelers. " They 
arc never nicer," he used to say, " than when 
they have you safely under lock and key." 
Scan MacDermott and himself were once 
cornered in a country town. Sean had come 
to a meeting, and carried away by the 
depressing attitude of the crowd had thrown 
all prudence to the winds, and delivered a 
speech which led to his immediate arrest. 
To his horror he recalled he was carrying 
documents more seditious and compromising 
than his speech, but Mellowes visited him in 
the barracks, and walked out with the 
documents. 

On the eve of 1 9 1 6 , Mellowes came more 
and more under the influence of Patrick 
Pearse. To Pearse in Rathfarnham, Mellowes 
hurried from Connolly's house in Belfast 
after a dramatic escape from internment in 
April 19 16 . He told some of us in St. 
Enda's that he had thoroughly enjoyed going 
to England under the escort of an angry 
officer who admonished him: " Y o u Irish 
are an ungrateful lot, after all the money we 
have spent on you. Do you know what I'd 
do to you ? I'd give you your bloody country, 
and let you go to Hell ." Liam staggered the 
officer by blandly assuring him nothing could 
be better. 

But he enjoyed his journey back even better 
in the disguise of a Catholic priest. At one 
stage of the journey, a high British military 
official travelled in the same railway carriage, 
and the talk turned on Ireland and Irish 
politics. Liam Mellowes' conversation and 
views so edified the high British military 
official that their parting was a vigorous 
handshake, and this compliment: " If all the 
Roman Catholic clergy in Ireland were as 
loval as you, sir, things would be much 
better." 

One who saw Mcllowes after his dash to 
Galway and fought with him through the 
rising there said he was cool, " sitting under 
the tree and fellows galloping up on horses, 
and saluting, and a shell falling from a 
cruiser in the Bay, and marching, and 
counter-marching, just like the pictures." 
Legends grew round the escape of Mellowes. 
He had to hide with friends under martial 
law. Eventually with some aid from the old 
Fenian, John Daly of Limerick, Liam 
Mellowes made his way to the United States, 
to further agitations and adventures, to a., 
career of sacrifice and hardship until his 
return to Ireland, a fighter to the end. ^ 

Many a tear fell in Ireland and abroad, 
manv a heart froze, manv a dream was 
darkened for ever when Liam Mellowes died. 
But his final word was that he died for the 
Truth. And from scattered memories and 
recollections, from his own words and writ-
ings, some who knew him, manv vet bring 
back to Ireland the living picture of the true 
man be was. 

Metres. 

IRISH FRHHDOM 

IRISHMEN BUILT BRITAIN'S 
LABOUR MOVEMENT 
CONNOLLY'S 
BATTLE FOR UNITY 

Bronterre O'Brian, Michael Davitt, Fintan 
Lalor, Henry George, James Larkin and 
James Connolly, all played their part in 
building the foundations of the present-day 
British Labour Movement. 

In the past they forged close links between 
the Irish people and the British working-
class. To-day more than ever we must fol-
low their example and try to do the same.* 

J ^ M O R E temperate and constructive 
thinker than O'Connor who longed for 

the re-establishment of pre-capitalist society 
was Bronterre O'Brien. O'Brien was one of 
the most capable early Labour journalists, 
who saw clearly the necessity for indepen-
dent political action of the working class in 
its struggle for democratic rights. 

He was opposed to ' the whole system of 
society lor he considered private property as 
" legalised plunder," which caused " this 
eternal war of the poor against the possessing 
classes and all those bloodstained laws with 
which they attempt to safeguard their pro-
perty." Though more moderate in action 
than O'Connor, O'Brien was in fact much 
more fundamental in his thoughts and far-
reaching in his aims and must be considered 
one of the greatest thinkers of the British 
Labour Movement. 

As long as Irish political life was domi-
nated by O'Connell any true inter-
nationalism could not find expression in the 
country. But with the rise of the United 
Irish movement new thought burst into the 
open and it is Fintan Lalor, whose thought 
was so decisive for the reshaping of Ireland's 
national struggle, who pointed also at the 
necessity of conducting Ireland's struggle 
in unison with the democratic and socialist 
movements throughout Europe. 

He had undoubtedly been influenced by 
French socialism and he knew that there 
would be response abroad for a really revolu-
tionary Irish movement. 

" It has hcen said to mc that such a 
war, 0/1 the principles I propose, 
would he looked on with detestation 
hy Europe. I assert the contrary : 
I say such a war would propagate 
itself throughout Europe." 

Michael Davitt who put Lalor's ideas into 
practice by founding the Land League, also 
grasped the importance of joining in the 
struggle of the English working class. 

He was one of the initiators of the piower-
ful movement for land reform in England 
and America, w h i c h ^ m e under the leader-
ship of Henry QpOJge, and which was the 
principal aim of social reformers during the 
last decades of the nineteenth century. 
During the final years of his life he 
went on frequent speaking tours through-
out England, supporting everywhere the 
socialists, though not openly avowing himself 
as one of them. 

He realised that the only section of the 
English people where he could find real sup-
port for Ireland's struggle was among the 
socialist workers. It was not only his later 
contribution to English agitation^ which 

* T h i s is the last of a series of surveys , the 
earl ier p o r t i o n s of which appeared in Irish From. 

J A M l s CONNOLLY 
Executed Irish Labour Leader 

linked him to the working class movements. 
He had himself learned the principles of 
political and economic organisation when he 
worked in a factory in England. 

His early working class experience, to-
gether with his Irish peasant background 
enabled him to become such a constructive 
leader of the Irish peasant movement. 

Working class experience in England was 
of decisive importance for two more Irish 
leaders, Jim Larkin and James Connolly. 
Larkin learned his trade unionism not in 
Ireland, but among the workers of Liverpool. 
There he rose to a responsible position in the 
dockers' trade union, which sent him to Bel-
fast as its organiser. It had been his activc 
participation in English movements which 
alone had enabled him to become such a 
powerful organiser. 

Of equal importance was English experi-
ence to James Connolly. Connolly stressed 
throughout his life the unity of interest 
between the Irish people and the English 
workers. He demanded from the English 
workers agreement to Ireland's national inde-
pendence, but he was far from advocating 
such indiscriminate national hatred, as 
Griffiths taught his followers. 

He knew that Ireland could draw im-
portant support from England and accepted 
financial and moral assistance from English 
trade unions during the great Dublin strike 
of 1 9 1 3 , though he regretted that no more 
effective industrial action was taken in 
England for the support of the Dublin 
workers. 

This strike was at the same time a great 
stimulus to English Trade Unionism, which 
at that time reached one of its highest peaks. 
It had begun to rise after the great docker's 
strike of 1890. Though most of the leaders 
in this strike had been English, it was the 
Irish branch secretary, the Irish labourer, 
who was the backbone of this amazing up-
surge of the unskilled labour. 

One of the most prominent figures who 
came out in favour of the workers was 
Cardinal Manning, himself an Irishman who 
had probablv more influence over Irishmen 
in England than anyone else. Though the 
Catholic Church has unfortunately not 
abvavs shown such appreciation of the rights 
of the people to fight for their own welfare, 
many Irishmen Have themselves continued to 

be active among the most militant section of 
the working class. Look into any trade-
union branch, see in your Local Labour 

. Party, is it not frequently the Irishman who 
gives the lead : Naturally Irishmen seldom 
become national leaders. Englishmen are 
frequently as conscious of their own 
nationality as Irishmen ought to be. But 
among the local and district organisers we 
find Irishmen everywhere. 

The Irishman has always taken his place 
among the militant workers because he is 
doubly oppressed—as an Irishman and as a 
worker. His fiery spirit and political con-
sciousness frequently makes him an uncom-
promising enemy of the British ruling class. 
Another reason why Irishmen always felt at-
tracted to the Labour movement is that it is 
only the Labour movement which aims the 
establishment of national freedom and social 
justice in Ireland. 

There are, of course, some Labour leaders 
who lollow in the train of British Imperial-
ism and object to a policy which advocates 
complete freedom for the nations of the 
Empire. But these leaders do not represent 
in this the trik interests of the British 
workers. 

The true interest of the British working 
class is to get rid of all domination over 
foreign countries and to build a Socialist 
Britain which will freely collaborate with all 
countries, but does not aim at domination. 
This was clearly pointed out in 1869 by Karl 
Marx, who always closelv studied the 
national movement of Ireland. 

It was his decided opinion that : 
" It is the direct and absolute interest 

of the English Working Class to get rid 
of the present connexion with Ireland. 
The English Working Class will never 
achieve anything before it has got rid of 
Ireland. This is why the Irish question 
is so important for the social question in 
general." 1 

This attithde has always been prevalent 
among th^ consistent working class radicals 
in England. Henry Hethrington declared 
himself publicly in favour o$Repeal in 1830, 
not only because the Irish people want it, but 
because he considered it a positive good to 
the British workers. And to-day the Com-
munist Party advocates complete indepen-
dence for all nations of the Empire. 

RODDY CONNOLLY AT UNITY MEETING 
(Continued from page 1 .) 

revolutionary must always call to his aid all 
the forces of political and social discontent," 
yet never lose " sight of the ultimate aim."*» 

Like Connolly, Mellowes' ultimate aim was 
the creation of an Ireland where the ordi-
nary people of Ireland would be the owners 
and the masters, and not servants of a new 
domestic tyranny, that ..would require yet 
another revolution to overcomie it. 
Line up with the British workers 

For Connolly Club members in London, 
Roddv Connolly added a special word, he 
appealed to them to carry on their work and 
build a real movement among the Irish in 
Britain. 

" Don't rest content with your own 
forces" he urged "but line up with the 
oppressed peoples of every other country, the 
Indians, the Palestinians, the Welsh, and the 
Scottish, and the workers of Britain itself, 
who are oppressed bv the same forces which 
prevent the fulfilment of the Irish people's 
aspirations. 
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CONNOLLY CLUB WATERFORD 
NOTES 

. GREETS RETURNED 
Our membership continues to grow and 

shortly we hope to announce the formation r i H U T T H O 
of a new branch of the Club. Our policy has F l l l f l I n l l Q 
been stated in many previous issues of 
" Irish Front " but for the benefit of new T h e w c l c o m e given to Johnie Power, 
readers we give hereunder a brief statement j a c k i e H u n t a n d j o h n O'Shea was worthy of 
of our aims and objects. t h e r e v o lut ionary tradition of Waterford. 

We urge you to write to the Secretary who D e s p i r e t h c opposition of the local and 
will give any formation required. National press and the activity of the C. I .D. , 
Literature who tore down posters advertising the meet-

" Irish F r o n t " was again sold out for ing to welcome the men there was a splendid 
December and this stressed the necessity for a reception for the returned fighters, 
printed paper which you are now reading. T h e Reception Committee was composed 
Thc sale of Connolly's literature was also W a l t e r P e n d e r (Chairman) of the old 
extensive and this is a most important part I R - A - Association, Miss Bolger, Capt. of the 
of our work. T o revive the Connolly tradi- Cumann na Mban, T o m Malone, Sec. of the 
tion and to make Irishmen aware of the Waterford Branch of the Labour Party, 
teachings of our great leader. Denny Ryan, a prominent Republican, 

J immy O'Connor, Paddy Power and Peter 
Social Functions O'Connor, who also fought with the Inter-

During December we held successful national Brigade, 
dances at the Rechabites Hall and, Unity 
Theatre. We shall be running regular T R U T H R E A L I S E D 
Socials (Irish and modern dances, songs, Frank Edwards accompanied the men 
etc.,) at Unity Theatre, Britannia Street, from Dublin and attended the meeting 
King's Cross on every Saturday night. Club which helped to clarify the minds of many 
members and sympathisers are urged to sup- Waterford people of the nature of the 
port these fuhctions and so help to build a struggle in Spain. y 
centre for the Club. It is good to learn that at last a realisation 

of the truth about Spain is dawning on the 
Application for Membership Form I r i s h p c o p ] c ; m d a s t i n , c g o e s o n t h i s w i l l 

Connolly Club exists for the purpose of r j p c n i n t 0 m a s s s u p p o r t f o r t h e p e o p ] e o f 

providing a Centre for all those who are S p a i n w h o a r c fighting the same fight as Irish 
willing to propagate the teaching of James Republicans 
Connolly. It urges a better understanding 
between all Republican, Labour and progress-
ive Irish men and women as a step towards 
the Republic as conceived by Pearsc and I D | C | — | J ^ | 
Connolly. It urges Irishmen and women to 
support the Labour and progressive move- C / ^ D C D A I K I 
ments in Britain; to join their Trade Unions O r # \ l I N 
and aid in the struggle for complete Freedom, 
thus following the example of James A sale of pictures and books, organised 
Connolly by the Spanish Aid Committee, in aid of the 

I wish to join the Connolly Club. I r i s ! l members of the International Brigade, 
was recently held in Dublin. 

^ a m c Works of well-known Irish artists and 
Address authors such as Harry KernofT, R . H . A . ; 

Maurice McGonigle, R . H . A . ; Maurice 
Cogan, R . M. Fox, Ernie O'Malley and 
Madame McBride were in demand. 

T h e sale realised over £ 1 0 0 , and was well 
Post to Secretary Connolly Club, attended by friends of the Spanish Republic. 

46 Lonsdale Square, N . i . 

IN MEMORIAM 

HE FOUGHT FASCISM 
IN IRELAND & SPAIN 

In loyal memory of my great friend, 
Tommie Patten, of Dooega, Achill, who on 
December 17th, 1 9 3 6 , at Boadilla, Spain, 
with the army of the Republic sacrificed his 
young life fighting against the crucifixion of 
the weak by the mighty that the poor of the 
world might live on earth. 

Inserted by Sean Mulgrcw. 

The second anniversary of Tommie Patten 
recalls to mind of all true lovers of Freedom 
the vital part which Irishmen have played 
Ixith at home and abroad to advance the 
struggle against despotism. Tommie Patten 
followed the great tradition when he went to 
Spain, the first of the Irish Unit to fight with 
the Spanish Government at a period when all 
seemed lost. H e took part in the first fierce 
battles of the war and never shirked no 
matter what task was allotcd to him. 

He came from the Island of Achill to 

vain. 
A great friend of Tommie 's sent a 

memoriam notice to a Mayo paper but the 
Editor refused on the grounds that such a 
notice would be propaganda. Yes , it may be 
propaganda to remember that Irishmen are 
still ready to take their place with other 
workers to free the peoples of the World, but 
all true Republicans will condemn this action 
on the part of an Irish newspaper. It brings 
to our minds the necessity for a real Republi-
can paper which will not be afraid to face 
the truth tnd T O P R I N T I T . 

0 

London and was prominent in thc Republi-
can Congress Movement while in Britain 
He , however, like the other members of the 
Irish Unit saw that the fight in Spain was the 
front of Freedom against tyranny and 
slavery. His loss to the Republican and 
Working-class movements was. great but it is 
up to us to see that "his sacrificc was not in 

P A D D Y O ' D A R E P A Y S T R I B U T E 
T O JIM S T R A N E Y 

J im Straney is reported missing, believed 
dead.—News Item from the Ebro Front. 
N L Y 24 years old Jim Straney joined the 

Republican movement about eight years 
ago and soon became a leading figure in the 
l . R . A . in Belfast. His dearest wish was to 
bring about the unity of Labour and Repub-
lican organisations, 

He was for a time identified with the Sinn 
Fein political movement, being one of the 
founders of the Roger Casement Sinn Fein 
Club, but he resigned when he decided that 
the Sinn Fein movement offered little hope 
to Irish workers. With L i a m Tumilson 
(killed in Spain), W . O 'Hanlon (wounded 
in thc Ebro battle) and J . Barr (now a 
prisoner in Franco's hands) he founded the 
James Connolly Workers Republican Club. 

In all the Ballymacarctt area they could get 
no premises to s e t ^ p headquarters, but with 
undaunted enthusiasm they organised and 
held meetings in Ormeau Park. Before long 
Straney and Tumilson were able to come 
south at the head of a delegation to the 1934 
Bodenstown commemoration where they 
marched with a batch of Connolly Club 
member under the banner " U N I T E D 
I R I S H M E N , 1 9 3 4 . " 

Constantly he maintained that the struggle 
lor independence and the struggle for a 
better state of society were one and in-
seperable. L ike Connolly he declared : 

" I cannot conceive of a free Ireland with 
a subject working class." ^ 
Republicans of the Ballymacarett area of 

Belfast, well remember Straney's work 
among them. They remember too that 
ceildhes his fine young voice would make the 
hall resound with his favourite songs 
" The Watchword of Labour , " " T h e West's 
Asleep " and " James Connolly, the Irish 
Rebel ." 

Some disagreed with Jim when he went to 
Spain. They claimed that all who would 
fight against Fascism, were needed in Belfast 
in the struggle against the semi-dictatorial 
government of Lord Craigavon. For a time 
this argument persuaded J im Straney and 
held him back from Spain, but when word 
came that L iam Tumilson had been killed, 
nothing would hold him back from thc 
struggle. He fought against Fascism both 
because he hated it, and because it had killed 
his friend. 

In his death he achieved the greatest of his 
ambitions. In symbolic unity Republicans 
and Labour men joined hands to mourn his 
passing, and ensure that his struggle will be 
carried on. 

FOR A GOOD LUNCH 
T E A or 
S U P P E R 

VISIT PIONEER 
R E S T A U R A N T 
325 GRAY'S INN ROAD 

(Opposite King's Cross L.N.E.R. Station) 

GOOD IRISH ATMOSPHERE 

IRISH FREEDOM 

GLYN ROBERTS SAYS 
"The Cinema Has Not Done 
Justice To Ireland" 
Ireland has been rather better treated than most countries in 
literature, much better than most in poetry and thc drama. 

In the newest, perhaps greatest and certainly most democratic of 
all the arts, Ireland has been vilely and stupidly misrepresented. 

Q F course, Irishmen and men of Irish blood 
are prominent in the Cinema itself and 

in thc remoter financial circles which control 
its output and distribution. Reactionary 
Irishmen—notably Joseph Ignatius Breen, 
all-powerful Hollywood censor, and Martin 
Quigley, publisher of thc vital American 
trade journals and recognised spokesman of 
thc vested interests in the industry—have as 
much say in thc control of what goes into 
your films as any other group alive. 

T h e vast influence of Irish politicians and 
back-slappers in the United States has meant 
that any picture claiming to show Irish life 
can be sure of immense preliminarv interest 
and a sentimental, uncritical attitude on the 
part ol tens of millions of cinemagoers. 

Hut it is a-very special view of Irish life 
these pictures strive to put across. It is thc 
Ireland of every bad artist, the Ireland of 
every tenth-rate journalist and lying literary 
hack, the Ireland of bogus folk songs sung 
bv sentimental exiles, who would never 
dream of setting foot again J n their own 
country, but don't mind exploiting a little 
brogue, folk-lore and blarney for the cheap 
applause of their English friends. 

Sickening Distortions, 
It is easy enough to string together a film 

about Ireland. T h e ingredients are roughly 
these—a pair a star-crossed lovers, tradically 
separated by a very vaguely articulated politi-
cal differences; a few lovely colleens; some 
pigs and some squalid cottages, which are 
described as picturesque; a soulful-looking 
youth leaning against a door, singing a 
threadbare tune in an incredibly high tenor; 
a few old ladies, with shawls over their 
heads; a racehorse or two, a delightful land-
lord, a jockey, and perhaps an unexpected 
relative returning a millionaire f rom Cali-
fornia or N e w South Wales. 

Half a dozen outstandingly interesting 
films have, within the last seven or eight years, 
touched in some way or other, on Irish life. 
In nearly every case, an attempt was made to 
paint in some sort of explanation of the 
political crises forming the background of 
life in Ireland for the last century. In every 
case, the situation has been over-simplified, 
given much too great a personal element, 
falsified and sentimentalised. Every moder-
ately well-informed and decent-feeling Irish-
man who has seen them must have been 
maddened and sickened at the distortions of 
his country's history shown to the whole 
world. 

Outstanding is the case of the film that 
John Ford made of Lian O'Flahcrty's novel 
T h e Informer. Ford is a red-headed 
American, born in New England of 1 ris :. 
parents. H e fought for Ireland against 
British Imperialism, and really cared about 
seeing a free and independent Ireland. (To-

day he is one of the three famous Hollywood 
directors, all fiercely anti-Fascist—the others 
are the Germans Fritz Lang and William 
Dieterle—who have taken a leading part in 
forming the much-needed self-defence Free-
dom of thc Screen Committee.) 

Ford was a trained, hard-bitten maker of 
Hollywood films—he had turned out 200 
Westerns before he was 30. But he was also 
an artist and a man of fire and feeling. He 
came to Ireland, met O'Flaherty, read 
O'Flaherty's novel and even met the original 
of Gypo. 

When Ford told his company that he was 
determined to film T h e Informer, with the 
brilliant Joe August at thc camera, he got thc 
cold shoulder. But he persisted, and finally 
an executive of vision named Cliff Reid made 
11 possible for the film to be made. 

The whole film world was astonished when 
it heard that Ford intended casting Victor 
McLaglen as Gypo. McLaglen was a great 
cinema personality. His record as an actor 
was not outstanding, though he had made a 
number of good pictures under Ford's direc-

Glyn Roberts, film critic, journalist, author 
and Socialist, wrote this article specially for 

Irish Freedom." A Welsh Nationalist 
himself, he was an ardent admirer of the 
Irish people and their long struggle for inde-
pendence. This article was the last article 
he ever wrote. H e was a sick man when he 
began it, but rather than disappoint us he 
finished his Mss. in pencil while ill in bed. 
As the Old Year was passing on Decem-
ber 3 1 , he died. 

The Editorial Board of Irish Freedom 
associate themselves with the other democratic 
papers and organisations who mourn his 
passing. We feel that in Glyn Roberts we 
have lost a true comrade. 

tion. The rumour that Ford hynoptises him 
is exaggerated but not very much. 

Everyone agrees that The Informer was a 
pretty good film, fairly satisfying even politi-
cally. Artistically it was magnificent, suffused 
with a wonderful atmosphere of genuine 
tragedy and wretchedness. 

McLaglcn turned in a performance as Gypo 
which deserved nearly all the praise it got. 
Much of the credit was due to Ford and <0 
August . In his greatest scene, the one in 
which the I .R.A. are grilling Gypo. under 
suspicion of informing, he actually panicked 
on thc set. His best acting was completely 
spontaneous. Ford understood McLaglcn and 
meant it to be like that. He had said: " Read 
the script and if you blow up in your lines, 
just keep going. All you have to remember is 
that you'll get shot if they trap you, so lie 

(Continued on page 8.) 

We Stock 
James Connollys Works 
LABOUR, NATIONALITY AND RELIGION -
LABOUR IN IRISH HISTORY 
RECONQUEST OF IRELAND - -
AXE TO THE ROOT 

9d. 
9d. 
9d. 
3d. 

Also Works by other Irish Authors including : -
THE GREEN VOLCANO (by Jim Phelan) -
THE IRISH REPUBLIC (by Dorothy McArdle) -

(To members of the Left Book Club, 7'6) 

7'6 
25'-

For books and pamphlets on Socialism—call or write 
SOCIALISM MADE EASY (by John Strachey) 
THE TRUTH ABOUT SPAIN 
SHOP TALKS ON ECONOMICS (by Mary Marcy) 

2 d J 
2d. 
5d. 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY (350pp.) I ' 3 

COLLET*S BOOKSHOPS 
i 66ICHARING CROSS RD„ W.C.2 and.67 GREAT RUSSELL ST., W.C.I (Foreign Dept.) 

Branches at :— Glasgow : Cardif f : Manchester: 
la Dundas Street 26 Castle Arcade I3/I5a Hanging Ditch 
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SLUMS CAUSE SOARING DEATH 
THE CINEMA HAS NOT DONE JUSTICE TO IRELAND 

(continued f r o m page 7) 

your way out of the situation the best you 
can." 

In this way a mediocre actor was double-
crossed into immortality. 

Producers Go Irish 
Then of course, we were threatened with 

a cycle of films about Ireland and the Trouble. 
A young London-Irish director, Brian Des-
mond Hurst, got together an interesting cast 
for his film based on the play The Trouble, 
bv Dudley Sturrock and Noel Scott. The 
theme was the stock one of the lovers on 
different sides of the fence, and oh the 
tragedy of it all. Some very good Irish 
character actors, most of them already quite 
well-known, did good work in it, as did that 
very virile and intelligent young Irish actor 
Niall McGinnis. America contributed John 
Lodge, England John Loder and Wales 
CIifiord Evans. 

Many people thought Ourselves Alone—as 
the film was called—better than The In-
former. It was a success in Ireland, and it is 
probably true to say that very few British-
made pictures have stated a complex and 
unpleasant political conflict so fairly as did 
this one, with all its faults. 

After that, things were not so good. The 
egregious Sam Goldwyn, legendary film 
magnate, now thought it time that he did 
something in the same line. He was on 
holiday at Nice and was sold the idea, in 
the classic fashion, during a long distance 
telephone call. Three crack writers were put 
on the job—Hollvwood considers that one-
man can't possibly write a film story himself 
—and Brian Aherne and a fashionable 
English actress Merle Oberon were cast fot 
the leading roles. 

There was trouble from the beginning. The 
man given the job of directing had never 
directed a film before—H. C. Potter of the 
New York stage. Although the picture was 
fairly obviously based on certain aspects of the 
career of Michael Collins, the producers 
couldn't go all out for this. They couldn't 
decide what name to give it—first it was 
Covenant With Death, then In Love and 
War, then Love Under Fire. Its final title 
was Beloved Enemy. Half the Irish in Cali-
fornia, and many others who could fake a • 
brogue, were roped in and most of the Eng-
lish in the colony were used for the other 
side. A 400-pound pig went berserk on the 
set one day and wrecked everything. 

Even after it was finished, they couldn't 
decide how they wanted it. On two consecu-
tive evenings during its first run in London, 
it was shown with different endings—one 
happy, one tragic. 

About this time Ford thought he'd like to 
try another really good Irish film. He chose 
O'Casey's magnificent play The Plough and 
the Stars, and everything looked good. Alas, 
this time nothing went well. 

He had a brilliant script man in Dudley 
Nichols and the same Joe August as camera-
man. They wanted Spencer Tracy to play 
the leading role, that of Jack Clitheroe. So 
it was to be, but at the last minute Tracv 
backed out on the grounds that " the part 
wasn't good enough." 

Barbara Stanwyck, a heavy emotional 
actress who is perhaps over-estimated by some 

critics, was appointed to play the chief 
woman's role. Ford wasn't at all keen on 
her. but he agreed under pressure. 

She thought it an easy part. " I can walk 
through this part," she said. " All I have 
to do is say ' no' after the others have 
talked for minutes. In a Message to Garcia, 
I did at least have a horse." 

Throughout the film Ford made fun of her 
saving " Come on Barbara, and walk 
through!" A number of very brilliant Dublin 
actors were brought over specially to play 
supporting roles, but nearly all their best 
work was wasted. In the film as it finally 
appeared, all O'Casey's loveliest poetry and 
; he rich humour and philosophy of Fluther 
Good, Captain Brennan and Bessie Burgess 
had been thrown out to make a ^ f t r y i g 
vehicle for Miss Stanwyck and he; heaving 
bosom. 

Long before this, Ford had washed his 
hands of the whole thing. The film was an 
utter failure, redeemed only by the solid work 
of Preston Foster. It had no resemblance to 
O'Cascy's play in its final form. 

Fantastic Parnell 
Then there was Parnell. This fantastic 

version of the drama of one of Ireland's most 
controversial figures has virtually been 
laughed out of existence by the extraordinary 
device of casting Clark Gable, without any 
beard as Parnell, and Myrna Loy (it was to 
have been Joan Crawford) as Mrs. O'Shea. 
Extensive research was done and enormous 
expense was gone to to get versimilitude in 
details. But the director John Stabl, aimed at 
nothing better than a weepy personal tragedy, 
and it was this and a poor one, that he 
achieved. 

No article on films of Ireland can be 
finished without a reference to Robert 
Flaherty's Man of Aran, made by the 
Canadian whose Nanook and Moana had 
earned him the reputation of being one of the 
few real artists of the cinema. 

Flaherty had always found it difficult to 
find finance for his films. When he finally 
persuaded—with the valuable help of critic 
Cedric Belfrage—Gaumont-Britisn to back 
him in a film dramatising the life of the Aran 
islanders, he was determined to see that they 
got their money back. He took two years 
over it and joined in a publicity campaign on 
his return which must have been extremely 
distasteful to him. 

The final picture had considerable beauty, 
but it ducked and avoided every real issue. 
It sentimentalised the life of the islanders, 
implying all the old nonsense about the 
dignity of poverty, and the beauty of a fight 
for existence. (f • 

The orthodox critics polished their adjec-
tives. Mussolini gave the picture a big award. 
Flaherty has had a weakness for Benito ever 
since. But many thoughtful critics accused 
Flaherty of " escapism" making a senti-
mental and false glamour out of essentially 
unnecessary and sickening tragedy. 

Really good films of Irish life will be made 
when, and not before, the Irish people them-
selves control their own cinematic output, 
and the films made have the directest possible 
contact with every reality of modern life and 
its problems. And what is true of Ireland is 
true of every other country too. 

RATE 
THE OTHER SIDE OF DUBLIN 
I N H E R E is another side to Dublin, which 

lies close to its few large and fashionable 
streets, and five minutes walk on either side 
of the main roads may be found some of the 
most appalling scenes of poverty and degra-
dation imaginable ; two of the worst features 
being the extent of these slum areas relative 
to the size of the city, and the vast numbers 
of children of all ages, who may be found 
there. There are literally swarms of tiny 
children clustered round the doorways and 
steps of dilapidated " dwelling-houses," from 
whose open doors may be glimpsed some-
thing of the squalor and misery of the in-
teriors. 

Here are whole blocks of houses, in 
which practically all the occupants are 
drawing poor relief. In the instance of one 
family, consisting of five people, the 
youngest, a boy of 1 5 years, all living in 
one room, the total weekly income is 
19s. iod. The weekly rent of the room is 
is. 3d. Instances such as this are 
numerous, grown-up sons and daughters 
forced to sleep in the same room as parents, 
often only one lavatory between two houses 
of several families, and an inadequate 
water supply. 

Opposite these bug-infested " homes," is 
a block of new flats, built in modern style, 
and made of concrete, the lowest rent of 
which is 4s. 6d. a week. In this way the 
Government is endeavouring to tackle the 
appalling problem of Dublin's poor ; but it 
seems improbable that many of these people 
drawing only a meagre relief, will be able to 
afford even this small increase in rent, par-
ticularly as eviction rapidly follows any lapse 
in payment. 
Death to One in Ten 

Where the root cause of such social misery 
is unemployment and its resultant malnu-
trition, death rates, both among adults and 
children are necessarily high. The death rate 
in Dublin ( 1937) was 2 1 . 2 while the infant 
death rate in 1936 was 1 1 5 per 1 ,000 births, 
a steady increase being shown each year from 
1933 , when the figure was 83. 

The poverty of the rural areas causing emi-
gration to the towns, has resulted in a large 
increase in the city's population ; swelling 
the already high numbers of unemployed, 
and aggravating a situation where bad 
housing, insufficient food, and poor health 
services have made the greater part of Dublin 
a " distressed area." 
One Solution 

The cost of living in Ireland is high, and 
thought it is true that the present Fianna Fail 
Government is attacking social evils with 
more energy than any Government which 
has preceded it, yet these efforts have as yet 
only touched the surface. The causes of the 
problem are deep-rooted, and if the question 
of the slum areas of " Dear Dirty Dublin " 
are to be dealt with effectively, concerted and 
determined efforts are necessary, to sweep 
away forever the poverty so long endured by 
the masses of the people in Ireland. 

To do this we need National freedom and 
the new economic liberty as advocated by 
Connolly, which alone can justify the pride 
of a freedom-loving nation. 
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